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Preface  to  Reprint  Edition 


It  will  be  remembered  that  volume  v  of  the  Collections  was 
published  in  three  parts,  representing  the  years  18G7,  1868, 
and  1SG9.  This  form  of  publication  led  to  difficulties,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  parts  appear  to  have  been  distributed  on 
different  mailing  lists;  and  being  bound  in  paper,  they  were 
not  properly  cared  for  by  many  of  the  recipients.  Thus  was 
the  edition  in  large  measure  wasted,  only  those  accustomed  to 
book  collection  keeping  their  parts  together,  and  soon  the  vol- 
ume became  a  rarity.  Chapter  105,  Laws  of  1872,  provided 
that  ua  volume  of  not  exceeding  500  pages  he  printed,  not 
oftener  than  every  two  years,  commencing  in  the  year  1872," 
the  edition  to  be  2,000  copies,  bound  in  cloth.  Volume  vi  was 
the  first  to  be  issued  under  the  new  law. 

Sixty  pages  are  filled  with  the  annual  reports  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  for  the  four  years  (18G9-72)  intervening 
since  the  appearance  of  volume  v ;  and  eighty-three  more  with 
memorial  addresses  on  several  distinguished  citizens  of  the  Com- 
monwealth who  had  died  in  the  interim.  Under  the  present 
publishing  arrangements,  this  class  of  material  is  contained 
in  the  annual  volume  of  Proceedings;  but  previous  to  1887,  the 
Collections  furnished  the  only  medium  for  its  presentation. 

Samuel  A.  Storrow's  interesting  contemporary  ftOGOUM  of 
"The  North-W(|St  in  1817"  is  material  of  much  Importance  to 
the  general  history  of  this  region..  Of  the  same  character  fa 
Maj.  Thomas  Forsyth's  illuminating  "Journal  of  a  Voyage 
from  St.  Louis  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,"  extending  Prom 
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June  3-Septembcr  17,  1811) ;  to  which  is  appended  a  further 
account  in  his  letter  of  September  23  to  Gov.  William  Clark. 

Of  wider  interest,  also,  than  purely  Wisconsin  history,  is 
Daniel  Steele  Durrie's  two  well-digested  articles,  "Captain 
Jonathan  Carver"  and  "The  Carver  Grant;"  these  constitute 
the  most  important  contributions  made  to  the  Collections  by 
that  veteran  Librarian  of  the  Society,  and  doubtless  will  always 
be  considered  as  authoritative. 

Moses  Meeker's  account,  of  the  "Early  History  of  the  Lead 
Eegion  of  Wisconsin"  was  the  forerunner  of  a  long  line  of  arti- 
cles in  the  Collections,  bearing  upon  the  oldest  industrial 
centre  of  the  State.  Mr.  Palmer's  "Western  Wisconsin  in 
1836"  is  along  the  same  lines. 

Tn  his  "Eleazer  Williams  and  the  Lost  Prince,"  John  Y. 
Smith  opened  a  controversy  that  has  raged  unto  the  present  ; 
although  probably  the  question  may  in  our  day  be  considered 
settled,  by  the  quite  general  acceptance  of  Mr.  Smith's  view 
of  thirty-seven  years  ago,  rejecting  Williams's  claim  as  absurd. 

The  always  entertaining  story  of  the  founding  of  Madison, 
some  of  the  picturesque  features  of  early  life  at  the  capital, 
and  the  question  of  the  origin  of  the  naming  of  city  and  county, 
are  the  themes  of  two  liveiy  symposiums,  participated  in  by 
Dr.  Draper,  Poseline  Peck,  William  H.  Canfield,  Moses  M. 
Strong,  Henry  S.  Bajrd,  Morgan  L.  Martin,  J.  G.  Knapp,  and 
others.  Mr.  Knapp  has  a  separate  article  upon  his  reminis- 
cence's of  the  town;  and  Dr.  Draper  continues  the  subject  by  an 
account  of  an  interesting  character  in  early  Dane  County  his- 
tory, Michael  St.  Cyr,  a  French  half-breed  who  kept  a  rude 
tavern  at  the  head  of  Lake  Mendota,  and  assisted  as  rodman 
in  the  early  surveys  of  both  Mendota  and  Monona. 

The  local!  annals  of  Green,  Pock,  and  Walworth  Counties  arc 
reviewed   by   Albert    Salisbury,   Isaac  T.   Smith.    Henry  I'". 

.lanes  (founder  of  Janesville),  and  Charles  M.  Baker.  Dr. 
Draper  closes  the  volume  with  a  sympathetic  Bketoh  of  Mr. 
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IX 


Baker,  and  a  note  on  Neyon  de  Villiers,  the  French  partisan 
leader  who  attacked  the  Sauk  and  Foxes  of  Wisconsin  in  1730 
and  was  otherwise  prominent  in  our  Western  border  history. 

As  a  whole,  the  present  volume,  both  as  to  contents  and  edi- 
torial treatment,  maintains  a  high  average  among  the  first 
ten  volumes  of  Collections  now  being  reprinted,  and  is  well 
worthy  of  the  present  resuscitation. 

E.  G.  T.  - 

Madison,  Wis. 
May,  1908. 
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Introductory 


In  presenting  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Society's  Collections  to 
the  public,  very  little  need  be  said  by  way  of  explanation. 
After  a  few  year's  temporary  intermission  in  the  publication 
of  our  Collections,  consequent  upon  the  rigid  State  economy 
enjoined  upon  all  our  institutions  during  the  war  period,  our 
fifth  volume  was  authorized  to  be  published  in  Three  Parts, 
of  150  pages  each,  in  the  years  1807,  '08,  '09.  Finding  a  dif- 
ficulty in  this  mode  of  publication,  the  Legislature  of  1871 
authorized  the  issuance  of  a  volume  in  alternate  years,  com- 
mencing in  1872.  This  volume  is,  therefore,  the  first  issued 
under  this  new  arrangement. 

The  matter  of  which  the  present  volume  is  made  up,  pre- 
sents the  usual  variety.  Several  carefully  prepared  papers  on 
some  of  Wisconsin's  departed  citizens,  men  of  mark  in  their 
day,  and  who  have  left  their  imprint  behind  them;  early  travels 
in  the  North-West  in  1817  and  1819;  an  exhaustive  paper  on 
Captain  Carver  and  his  famous  and  much-mooted  land  grant  ; 
sketches  of  the  Wisconsin,  lead  region  from  L822  to  1836;  a 
thorough  expose  of  the  pretended  claims  of  Eleazer  Williams, 
a  former  citizen  of  Wisconsin,  to  the  Dauphinship  of  France; 
early  reminiscences  of  Madison,  Dane  county,  and  the  Location 
of  the  State  Capital;  Given  county  pioneers;  early  settlement 
of  Rock  county,  Janosville,  and  Walworth  c<uinty,  form  the 
principal  topics  discussed.  They  serve  collectively  to  add 
much  to  the  elucidation  of  the  prominent  men  and  events  COD 
nected  with  the  successive  periods  of  Wisconsin  history. 

L  0.  D, 

Madison,  August,  1872. 


Objects  of  Collection  Desired 


1.  Manuscript  statements  and  narratives  of  pioneer  settlers — old  letters  and 
journals  relative  to  the  early  history  and  settlement  of  Wisconsin,  and  of  the 
Black  Hawk  War;  biographical  notes  of  our  pioneers,  and  of  eminent  citi- 
zens, deceased ;  and  facts  illustrative  of  our  Indian  tribes,  their  history, 
characteristics,  sketches  of  their  prominent  chiefs,  orators  and  warriors,  to- 
gether with  contributions  of  Indian  implements,  dress,  ornaments  and  curiosities. 

2.  Diaries,  narratives,  and  documents  relative  to  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  more  especially  of  the  part  enacted  by  Wisconsin  officers  and  soldiers — 
their  heroic  exploits,  sufferings  and  services. 

3.  Files  of  newspapers,  books,  pamphlets,  college  catalogues;  minutes  of 
ecclesiastical  conventions,  associations  and  synods,  and  other  publications  re- 
lating to  this  State  or  Michigan  Territory,  of  which  Wisconsin  formed  a  part 
from  ISIS  to  1835 — and  hence  the  Michigan  Territorial  Laws  and  Journals,  and 
files  of  newspapers  for  that  period,  we  are  particularly  anxious  to  obtain. 

4.  Drawings  and  descriptions  of  our  ancient  mounds  and  fortifications,  their 
size,  representation  and  locality-. 

5.  Information  respecting  any  ancient  coins  or  other  curiosities  found  in  Wis- 
consin. The  contribution  of  such  articles  together  with  rare  specimens  of 
natural  history,  to  the  Cabinet  of  the  Society,  is  respectfully  solicited. 

0.  Indian  geographical  names  of  streams  and  localities  in  this  State,  with 
their  significations. 

7.  Books  of  all  kinds,  and  especially  such  as  relate  to  American  history, 
travels  and  biography  in  general,  and  the  West  in  particular,  family  genealogies, 
old  magazines,  pamphlets,  files  of  newspapers,  maps,  historical  manuscripts, 
autographs  of  distinguished  persons,  coins,  medals,  paintings,  portraits,  statuary 
and  engravings. 

8.  We  solicit  from  Historical  Societies  and  other  learned  bodies  that  Inter- 
change of  books  and  other  materials  by  which  the  usefulness  of  institutions 
of  this  nature  is  so  essentially  enhanced — pledging  ourselves  to  repay  such  con- 
tributions by  acts  in  kind  to  the  full  extent  of  our  ability, 

9.  The  Society  particularly  begs  the  favor  and  compliment  of  authors  and 
publishers  to  present,  with  their  autographs,  copies  of  their  respective  works  for 
its  Library. 

10.  Editors  and  publishers  of  newspapers,  magazines  and  reviews,  will 
confer  a  lasting  favor  on  the  Society  by  contributing  their  publications  regu- 
larly for  its  Library — or  at  least  such  numbers  as  may  contain  articles  bearing 
upon  Wisconsin  history,  biography,  geography  or  antiquities;  all  of  which 
will  be  carefully  preserved  for  binding. 

Tackages  for  the  Society  may  be  sent  to,  or  deposited  with,  the  following 
gentlemen,  who  have  kindly  consented  to  take  charge  of  them.  Such  parcels, 
to  prevent  mistakes,  should  be  properly  enveloped  and  addressed,  even  if  but  I 
single  article;  and  it  would,  furthermore,  be  desirable  Hint  donors  should  tor- 
ward  the  Corresponding  Secretary  a  specification  of  books  or  articles  donated 
and  deposited. 
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INCREASE  A.  LAPHAM,  LL.  D  ,  Milwaukee. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS  \ 


Hon.  HENRY  S.  BAiRD,  Green  Bay  ; 
Hun.  ALEX.  MITCHELL,  Milwaukee  ; 
Hon.  JAMES  R.  DOOLITTLE,  Racine  ; 
Hon.  JAMES  T.  LEWIS,  Columbus  : 
Hon.  H.  S.  ORTON,  LL.&,  Madison  ; 


Hon.  JAMES  SUTHERLAND,  Janesville  ; 
Hon.  II.  D.  BARRON,  St.  Croix  Fa'ls  ; 
Hon.  a.  A.  TOWNSEND,  ShulUburg ; 
Hon.  GEORGE  EiYElt,  Osliko.sli  ; 
Hon.  A.  G.  MILLER,  Milwaukee. 


HONORARY  VICE  PRESIDENTS  : 

1.  HON.  CYRUS  WOODMAN,  Masts.  :        4.  Hon.  JOHN  CATLIN,  N.  J.  ; 

2.  Hon.  PERRl  H.  SMITH,  111.  :  5.  Hon.  STEPHEN  TAYLOR,  Perm.  ; 

3.  Hon.  HENRY  S.  RANDALL.  N.  Y.  ;      G.  Hon.  A.  C.  DODGE,  Iuwa; 

7.  Hon.  L.  J.  FARWELL,  111. 


Correspondiny  kiecrcturij—  LYMAN  C.  DRAPES. 
Recording  Secretary — Col.  S.  V.  SHIPMAN. 
Treasurer- — A.  II.  MAIN. 
Librarian— DANIEL  S.  DURRIE. 


Hon.  L.  EAIRCHILD, 

Governor. 


CURATORS : 

Ex-Ofllcio. 
Hon.  Ll.  BREE.se, 

Secretary  of 


Hon.  HENRY  BAETZ, 
State.  State  Treasurer. 


For  'J' ico  Years. 
Gov.  L.  FAIROII1LD, 
Hon.  E.  P..  DEAN, 
Cor,.  E.  II.  FIRM  IN, 
Hon.  L.  B.  VILAS, 
Di;. A. II.  VAN  NORSTRAND,  GEN".   I).  ATWOOD, 
S.  U.  PINNEY.  Hon.  HORACE  RUBLE H, 

Hon.  E.  W.  KEYES,  O.  M.  CONOVER, 

HON.  S.  D.  HASTINGS,  Hon.  JOHN  V.  SMITH, 
JAMES  L.  HILL,  B.  J.  STEVENS. 


For  One  Year. 
GEN.  SIMEON  MILLS. 
Hon.  GEO.  B.  SMITH, 
Gen.  G.  P.  DE-LA l'LAINE 
Dr.  JOSEPH  DOBBINS, 


For  Three  Yearn. 
Hon.  D.  WORTHINOTON, 
Hon.  P.  A.  CHADBOURNE, 
Pkok.  J.   D.  BUTLER, 
PROP.  S.  H.  CARPENTER, 
Hon.  JAMES  ROSS. 
N.  B.  VAN  SLYKE, 
J.  D.  GURNEE, 
E.  W.  SKINNER, 
W.  A.  CROFFUT. 


Publication^ — DRAPER.  RUB  LEE,  <:.  B.  SMITH,  BUTLER  and  CARPENTER. 
Auditing  Accounts—  HASTINGS,  FIRM  IN,  HILL,  BAETZ  and  DEAN. 
Fin  a  n  vc — M  ILLS,  CONOVER.  HASTINGS,  VAN  SLYKE.  BAETZ  and  GURNEE 
Literan/  Fjchan</es — FIRM  IN,  DOBBINS,  .1.  Y.  SMITH.  SKINNER  and  BREESE 
Cabinet — SHIPMAN,  CONOVER,  FAIR  CHILD,  DURRIE,  VILAS,  STEVENS  and 
VAN  NORSTRAND. 

Naturul  History— CD ADBOURNE,  LAPHAM,  J.  V.  SMITH.  DOBBINS,  and  VAN 
NORSTRAND. 

Endowment — DRAPER,  VAN  SLYKE.  DELAPLAINE,  WORTHINOTON,  AT- 
WOOD, CROEEUT,  PINNEY,  KEYES  and  HILL. 

Printing — RUBLEE,  CARPENTER,  R(»SS,  KEYES  and  JOHN  V.  SMITH 

Art  Gallery — <  'A  RPENTER,  DELAPLAINE,  MILLS.  PAIRCUILD,  BREESE 
V 1  LAS  and  SHIPMAN.. 

Historical  A'ai  rutin  -s  — 1*1  N  N  I  ;Y.  EAIRCUILD,  RUBLE  K,  MIll'MAN  and  DRA- 
PER. 

Lecture*  and  Essay* — ROSS.   BUTLER,  DURRIE,  (YlNOVEft,  CttADBOURNB 

and  WORTHINOTON. 
Soliciting  Committee— DOBBINS,  BAETZ,  DEAN  and  STK\  RNS 
Annual  Address     G,  B   SMITH,  LOSS,  ATWOOD.  PAIUdilLI)  and  1MW1  ^ 

Mtmbvrship  nominations    CROFFUT,  .mills.  BREESE,  GURNEE  and  skin 

NEK. 

Library  Purchases  ami  {failures-  DRAPER,  CONOVER  and  DURRIE 
Obituaries — ATWOOD,  DELAPLAINE,  VILAS,  Loss  and  HASTINGS 
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Officers  for  1871 


PRESIDENT  : 

INCREASE  A.  LAPHAM,  LL.D.,  Milwaukee. 


VICE  PRESIDENTS 

Hon.  HENRY  S.  BAIRD,  Green  Bay  ; 
Hon.  ALEX.  MITCHELL,  .Milwaukee 
Hon.  JAMES  R.  DOOLITTLE,  Raeine 
HON.  JAMES  T.  LEWIS.  Columbus  ; 
Hon.  II.  S.  ORTON,  LL.D.,  Madison  ; 


Hon.  JAMES  SUTHERLAND,  Janesvilte 
Hon.  II.  D.  BARRON,  St.  Croix  Falls  ; 
HON.  A.  A.  TOWNSEND,  Shullsburg; 
Hon.  GEORGE  HYER,  Oshkosh  ; 
Hon.  A.  G.  MILLEk,  Milwaukee. 


HONORARY  VICE  PRESIDENTS  '. 

1.  Hon.  CYRUS  WOODMAN,  Ma.s.s.  ;  4.  Hon.  JOHN  CATLIN,  N.  J.  ; 

2.  Hon.  PERRY  II.  SMITH,  111.  :  5.  Hon.  STEPHEN  TAYLOR,  Peun.  ; 

3.  Hon.  HENRY  S.  RANDALL.  N.  Y.  ;        G.  HON.  A.  C.  DODGE,  Iowa  ; 

7.  Hon.  L.  J.  EAR  WELL,  111. 


Corresponding  Secretnru— LYMAN  C.  DRAPER. 
Recording  Secretary — COL.  S.  V.  SHIPMAN. 
Treasurer — A.  II.  MAIN. 
Librarian — DANIEL  S.  DURRIE. 


Hon 


Gov. 
Hon. 
Col. 
Hon. 
Gen. 
Hon. 
O.  M 

HON. 

B.  J. 


L.  FAIRCHILD, 

Governor 
For  One  Year. 
L.  FAIRCHILD, 

E.  B.  DEAN, 

F.  II.  FIRM  IN, 
L.  B.  VILAS, 
DAVID  ATWOOD, 
HORACE  RUBLEE 

.  CON  OYER, 
JOHN  Y.  SMITH, 
STEVENS, 


CURATORS : 

Ex-OfficiO. 
Hon.  Ll.  BREESE, 

Secretary  Of  State. 
For  Two  Years. 
Hon.  D.  WORT1IINGTON, 
C.  P.  CHAPMAN, 
Proe.  J.  D.  BUTLER, 

Prof.  s.  h.  carpenter, 

Hon.  JAMES  ROSS, 
N.  B.  VAN  SLYKE, 
J.  D.  GURNEE, 
E.  W.  SKINNER, 
Maj.  J.  O.  CULVER, 


Hon.  HENRY  BAETZ, 

State  Treasurer. 
For  Three  Years. 
GEN.  SIMEON  MILLS, 
Hon.  GEORGE  B.  SMITH, 
Gen.  O.  P.  DELAPLAINE, 
Dr.  JOSEPH  IIOBBINS, 
Hon.  ANDREW  PROUDFIT, 
S.  U.  PINNEY, 
Hon.  E.  w.  KEYES, 
JAMES  L.  II  ILL. 

Hon.  s.  d.  Hastings. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES  : 

Publications — DRAPER,  G.  B.  SMITH,  BUTLER,  CARPENTER  and  CULVER. 

A  itditin<j  Accounts — HASTINGS,  FIR  MI  N,  SHIPMAN  and  CHAPMAN. 

Finance — MILLS,  BAETZ,  HASTINGS,  VAN  SLY  EE  and  GURNEE. 

Endowment — DRAPER,  VAN  SLYKE,  DELAPLAINE,  MILLS.  WORTH INGTON, 
ATWOOD,  PINNEY,  ORTON,  HILL  and  PROUDFIT. 

Literary  Exchanges— DURRIE,  FIRM  IN,  IIOBBINS,  SKINNER  and  BREESE, 

Cabinet— SHIPMAN,  FAIRCHILD,  VILAS,  STEVENS,  KEYES  and  DURRIE. 

Natural  History — LAPHAM,  J.  Y.  SMITH,  IIOBBINS,  DELAPLAINE  and  STEV- 
ENS. 

Printing — ROSS,  CARPENTER,  CULVER,  KEYES  and  J.  Y.  SMITH. 

Art  Gallery — CAlU'ENT ER,    DELAPLAINE,   MILLS,    FAIRCHILD,  BREESE, 

VILAS  and  SHIPMAN. 
Historical  Na  rra  t  i  res  —PINNEY,  FAIRCHILD,  ORTON,  SHIPMAN  ami  DR  A  PER, 
Indian  Jlistory  and  Nomenclature— -CHAPMAN,  J.  Y.  SMITH,  BUTLER,   1111  L 

and  STEVENS. 

Lectures  and  Essays—  ROSS,  BUTLER,  WORTH  INGTON,  COXOVER  and 
DURRIE. 

Soliciting  Committee — IIOBBINS,  SHIPMAN,  chapman,  BAETZ  and  DEAN. 
Annual  Address-  G.  B.  SMITH,  ROSS,  GURNEE,  FAIRCHILD  ami  PINNE\ 
Membership  Nominations — MILLS)  BREESE,  GURNEE,  PROUDFIT  ami  SKIN 
NER. 

Library  Purchases  and  Fixtures — DRAPER.  CONOVER  and  DURRIE. 
Obituaries— ATWpOD,  DELAPLAINE,  Ross,  DEAN  and  HASTINGS 
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Officers  for  1872 


PRESIDENT. 

Hex.  ALEXANDER  MITCHELL,  Milwaukee. 


VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

Hon.  HENRY  S.  BAIRD,  Green  Bay.  Hon.  JAMES  SUTHERLAND,  Janesville. 

INCREASE  A.  LA  I 'HAM,  LL.l).,  Milwaukee.  Hon.  11.  D.  BARRON,  St.  Croix  Falls. 
Hon.  JAMES  R.  DOO LITTLE,  Racine.  Hon.  GEORGE  HYEK.  Osnkosu. 

Hon.  JAMES  T.  LEWIS,  Columbus.  Hon.  A.  0.  MILLER,  Milwaukee. 

Hox.  HARLOW  S.  ORTON,  LL.D.,  Madison.  H>»n.  J.  11.  ROL'NTREE,  Platteville. 


HONORARY  VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

1.  Hon.  CYRUS  WOODMAN,  Mass.  4.  Hon.  JOHN  CAT  LI  N,  New  Jersey. 

2.  Hon.  PERRY  11.  SMITH,  Illinois.  5.  Hon.  STEPHEN  TAYLOR,  Pa. 

3.  Hon.  HENRY  S.  RANDALL,  New  York.      G.  Hon.  A.  C.  DODGE,  Iowa. 

7.  HON.  L.  J.  EAR  WELL,  Illinois. 


Corresponding  Secretary — LYMAN  C.  DRAT  ICR. 
Recording  Secretary — CuL.  FRANK  II.  FIRMlN. 
Treasurer — A.  H.  MAIN. 
Librarian — DANIEL  S.  DURRIE. 


Hon. 


Hon. 
C.  P. 
Prof 

PROF 

Hon. 
N.  B. 
J.  D. 
E.  W. 
Maj. 


C.  C.  WASHBURN, 

Governor 
For  One  Year. 

i>.  worth ington, 

CHAPMAN, 
.  J.  D.  BUTLER. 
.  S.  II.  CARPENTER, 
JAMES  ROSS, 
VAN  SLYKE, 
GURNEE, 
SKINNER, 
J.  O.  CULVER, 


CURATORS. 

Ex-O/Jicio. 
Hon.  Le.  B REESE, 

Secretary  of  State. 
For  Tit  o  Yearn. 
(Jen.  SIMEON  MILLS, 
HuN.  GEO.  B.  SMITH, 
(Jen.  G.  1".  DELAPLaINE, 
Du.  JOSEI'II  DOBBINS, 
Hon.  ANDREW  PROUDFIT 
S.  U.  PIN  NET, 
Hon.  E.  W.  KEYES, 
JAMES  L.  11  ILL, 
Hon.  S.  D.  HASTINGS, 


Hon 


Gov. 
Hon. 
Col. 
Hon. 
(Jen. 
O.  M 
Hon. 
B.  J. 

PRO! 


HENRY  BAE'l  Z, 

Slate  Treasurer. 
For  Three  Yearn. 

L.  EA I  RCHILD, 

E.  B.  DEAN, 
S.  V.  SI  1 1  I'M  AN, 

L.  B.  VILAS, 

D.  AT  WOO  I), 
.  CONOVER, 

JOHN  Y.  SMITH, 

STEVENS, 
\  WM.  E.  ALLEN. 


STANDI  NO  COM  M ITTEES. 

Publications — I HtAPER,  G.  B.  SMITH,  BUTLER,  CARPENTER  ami  CULVER. 

Auditing  Accounts — HASTINGS,  EIEMIN,  ROSS  and  CHAPMAN. 

Finance — M ILLS,  RAETZ,  HASTINGS,  VAN  SLYKE  ami  GURNEE. 

En  do  win cut — FAI RCHILD,  VAN  SLYKE,  DELAPLAINE,  MILLS,  WORTIIING- 
TON,  ATWOOD.  1'INNEY,  ORTON.  HILL,  PROUDFIT  ami  DRAPER. 

Literary  Exch a n (jes—l) U R R I E,  FIRMlN,  HOBBINS,  SKINNER  ami  B REESE. 

Cabinet — SHIPMAN,  ALLEN,  VILAS,  STEVENS.  KEYES  ami  DURRIE). 

Natural  History — LAP1IAM,  J.  Y.  SMITH,  HOBBINS,  DELAPLAINE  and  STE- 
VENS. 

Frintin </ — ROSS,  CARPENTER,  CULVER.  KEYES  ami  JOHN  Y.  SMITH. 
Art   Gallery— CARPENTER,    DELAPLAINE,    MILLS,    FAI  RCHILD,  BREESE, 

VILAS  and  SHIPMAN. 
Historical  Narratives-^ PINNEY,  FAIRCHILD,  ORTON,  snuw.  w  and  DRAPER. 
Indian  History  and  Nomenclature — CHAPMAN,  JOHN  V.  SMITH,  BUTLER, 

ALLEN,  HILL  ami  STEVENS. 
Lectures    and    Essays — ROSS,    BUTLER,    WORTHING  ion.    CONOVER  and 

DURRIE. 

SoUclttny  Com iMtt ee — CHAPMAN,  HOBBINS,  SHIPMAN,  RAETZ  and  DEAN 
Annual  Address — G.  B.  SMITH,  ROSS,  GURNEE,  FAIRCHILD  ami  PINNEY, 
Membership  Nominations — MILLS,  BREESE,  GURNEE,  PROUDFIT  and  skin 
NER. 

Library  Purchases  and  Fixtures — DRAPER.  CONOVER  and  DURRIE 
Obituaries — ATWOOD,  DELAPLAINE,  ROSS,  DEAN  and  HASTINGS. 
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Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of 
Executive  Committee 


Sumbitted  January  1,  1SG9 

In  the  account  we  rendered  a  twelvemonth  since,  we,  with 
pleasure,  mentioned  the  specialty  of  the  year  as  the  reception 
of  the  Tank  Lihrary.  The  }rear  1SGS  has  brought  with  it,  be- 
sides our  ordinary  additions  by  purchases,  donations  and  ex- 
changes, an  important  acquisition  in  a  full  set  of  the  British 
Patent  Office  Reports,  from  1G17  to  the  present  time — giving 
us  a  complete  illustrated  history  of  British  invention  for  the 
past  two  and  a  half  centuries.  Wo  are  indebted  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  British  Patent  Office,  and  the  friendly  atten- 
tions of  our  late  American  minister  to  London,  Hon.  Charles 
Francis  Adams,  for  this  valuable  donation.  Each  such  set 
cost  the  British  Government  over  twelve  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  gold  currency.  We  cannot  well  over-estimate  its 
uses  and  advantages  in  stimulating  the  inventive  genius  of  the 
Northwest,  and  thus  benefiting  all  classes  of  people*  Joseph 
Sabin,  the  well  known  American  bibliographer,  writes,  refer- 
ring to  these  reports:  "I  congratulate  your  Society  on  having 
secured  so  valuable  a  set  of  b>ooks,  worth  over  (16,000  when 
bound."  The  most  of  the  set  are  unbound,  and  we  must  rely 
on  the  enlightened  liberality  of  the  State  to  provide  for  their 
binding,  a  reliance,  that  has  never  failed  us  when  we  have  made 
an  appeal  for  an  object  so  deserving.  And,  in  this  case,  it  may 
l)e  added,  that  the  British  Government  waived  its  requirement 
that,  the  set  should  be  bound  at  the  expense  of  the  donee  be- 
fore they  leave  the  Patent  Office,  under  a  promise  that  the 
binding  would  be  provided  for  here.    This  was  all  the  more 
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generous  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  as  they  as- 
sured us  that  they  have  but  a  few  complete  sets  of  these  Re- 
ports remaining. 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 

Tho  Treasurer's  report  shows  the  receipts  of  the  year  into 
the.  General  Fund,  including  the  small  balance  on  hand,  at  its 
commencement,  to  have  been  $1,075.02,  and  the  disbursements 
$S03.63,  together  with  $50. 03,  collected  as  members'  fees,  fines, 
donations,  etc.,  transferred  to  the  Binding  Fund — leaving  an 
unexpended  balance  in  the  General  Fund  of  $215.00.  The 
Binding  Fund,  which  was  reported  last  year  as  $108.10,  has 
been  increased  by  interest,  and  the  above  transfer,  to  $172.73. 

Principal  Additions  and  Donors 

Having  already  spoken  of  the  value  and  number  of  the 
British  Patent  Office  Reports,  and  which  are  to  be  regularly 
supplied  to  us  hereafter,  at  the  rate  of  about  a  hundred  vol- 
umes a  year,  we  may  refer  briefly  to  some  of  the  principal 
donors  to  the  Library  and  collections  during  the  year. 

The  State  of  Wisconsin  47  volumes,  Dr.  F.  B.  Hough  34, 
J.  IT.  Tesch  14,  Hon.  O.  E.  Potter  13,  Joseph  Sabin  13,  A. 
ITawley  12,  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  11,  Hon.  Frank 
Jordan  11,  L.  Bill  9,  Col.  S.  V.  Shipman  7,  Hon.  T.  O. 
Howe  0,  Commissioner  of  Patents  0,  J.  F.  Williams  0,  Hon. 
B.  F.  Hopkins  5,  Joel  Munsell  5,  Robert  Clarke  5, 
American  Bible  Society  5,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Mitchell  4,  Miss  E. 
S.  Quincy  4,  R.  R.  Crosby  4,  Gen.  J.  Richardson  4,  Adju- 
tant General  of  Connecticut  4,  Hon.  TT.  E.  Paine  3,  Literary 
and  Philosophical  Society  of  Manchester,  England  3,  Prof.  A. 
IT.  Worthen  3,  State  of  Rhode  Island  8,  kitoT  Library  3,  J. 
T.  Clarke  3,  Georgia  Historical  Society  3,  A.  Bailey  3, 
Smithsonian  Institution  2,  Interior  Department  2.  Hon.  J,  R. 
Doolittle  2,  President  P.  A.  Chadbourne  2,  Hon.  Byron 
Eilbonm  2,  "Milwaukee  Young  Men's  Association  2,  J.  Dis- 
turnell  2,  University  of  Christiana  2,  D.  T.  Valentine  2,  and 
I.  E.  Hilgard,  Hon.  G.  Gale,  A.  Mitchell,  A.  Andrews, 
Estes  Wilson,  Jacob  Mason,  Dr.  -1.  B.  Cooper,  Hon.  0 
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Woodman,  Canadian  Government,  D.  Ricketson,  State  of 
Massachusetts,  E.  W.  Stoddard,  J.  E.  Snowden,  S.  L.  Board- 
man,  C.  E.  Stickney,  G.  C.  Jones,  Maj.  G.  F.  Legate,  A.  A. 
Fiske,  Hon.  0.  Hudson,  Maj.  L.  A.  II.  Latour,  Hon.  D. 
Sears,  Eev.  AV.  D.  Love,  Gen.  II.  C.  lleigs,  Mrs.  C.  L. 
Ward,  Hun.  J.  G.  Palfrey,  Gen.  J.  AV.  Be  Peyster,  David 
Holt,  J.  AV.  Lohmiller,  D.  S.  Durrie,  Hon.  H.  Barnard, 
A.  B.  Mullett,  Hon.  S.  D.  Hastings,  Boston  Public  Library; 
Essex  Institute,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire  and  Chicago 
Historical  Societies,  one  volume  each. 

Library  Additions 

The  ordinary  additions  to  the  Library  during  the  year  have 
been  146  bound  volumes— of  which  308  were  by  donation, 
and  13S  by  purchase;  and  OS 2  documents  and  pamphlets — 
total  1,128.  The  British  Patent  Reports,  2, 3 9 2— making  the 
year's  total  3,520;  and  the  total  number  now  in  Library,  bound 
and  unbound,  35,025.  Of  the  additions  of  the  year  two  vol- 
umes are  folios,  and  50  are  quartos — making  a  total  of  1,502 
folios  now  in  the  Library,  and  1,757  quartos. 

Progressive  Library  Increase 

The  past  and  present  condition  of  the  Library  is  shown  in 


the  following  table : 


Date. 


1851, 
1855, 
1856, 
1857, 
1858, 
1859, 
1800, 
18(51, 
1862, 
1863, 
1864, 
1865, 
1866, 
1867, 
1868, 
1869, 


Jan.  1 

Jan.  2 

Jan .  1 

Jan.  6 

.lan.  1 

Jan.  4 

Jan.  3 

Jan.  2 

Jan.  2 

Jan.  2 

Jan.  2 

Jan.  3 

Jan.  2 

Jan.  3 

Jan.  -1 

Jan.  1 


Volumes 
added. 


50 
1 , 000 
1 , 065 
1,005 
1,024 
1,107 
1,800 

8:i7 

610 
5  44 
216 
520 
368 
923 
5,  1*12 
2,838 


lit, 101 


Documents 

and 
Pamphlets. 


1,000 
2,000 
300 
959 
500 
723 

1,  131 
711 

2,373 
356 
22i) 
BQ6 

2,  HI 
1,013 

682 


15,644 


Both  together. 


50 
2,000 
3,065 
1 , 305 
1,988 
1,607 
2. .  >S8 
1 

1,321 
2,!H7 
604 
716 
1,  171 
3.73-1 
6,  .")(>.") 
3,520 


35,085 


Total 
in  library 


50 
2,05o 
5,115 
6.420 
8,  103 
10,010 
12,535 
14,504 
15,825 
18,74  2 
10,346 
20.002 
21,266 
25,000 
31,606 
35.025 
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Pamphlet  Additions 

To  the  Pamphlet  Department,  contributions  have  been  made 
as  follows:  Hon  T.  0.  Howe  152,  Hon.  C.  E.  Potter  SS, 
Gov.  L.  Fairehild  85,  Dr.  F.  B.  Hough  75,  Ledyard  Bill 
53,  J.  Wiley  &  Son  -A3,  S.  D.  1  Tastings  43,  Bangs,  Merwin 
&  Co.  23,  Joel  Munsell  14,  L.  C.  Draper  13,  Col.  S.  V. 
Shipman  12,  Hon.  Arad  Joy  11,  Pennsylvania  Historical  So- 
ciety S,  Leavitt  &  Co.  8,  J.  W.  Ponton  7,  D.  S.  Durrie  4, 
Minnesota  Historical  Society  4,  Hon.  B.  F.  Hopkins  4,  Phila- 
delphia Library  3,  Hon.  II.  Barnard  3,  C.  A.  Eldridge  3, 
Miss  R.  L.  Bodley  3,  P.  P.  Crosby  3,  Gen.  J.  Iv.  Proudfit 
2,  E.  D.  IsTeill  2,  Maj.  L.  A.  II.  Latour  2,  Robert  Clarke 
2,  L.  E.  Mitchell  2,  Col.  E.  A.  Calkins  2,  II.  W.  Rood  2, 
Beloit  College  2,  and  Yale  College  2 ;  and  Col.  Thornton, 
Rev.  E.  M.  Stone,  C.  C.  Trowbridge,  Hon.  J.  Scott  Harri- 
son, J.  Disturnell,  American  Antiquarian  Society,  Hon.  C. 
C.  Washburn,  S.  G.  Benedict,  C.  II.  Nichols  and  J.  P. 
Bradley,  one  each. 

Character  of  Additions 

A  large  portion  of  the  past  year's  additions  to  the  Library 
have  been  works  of  much  merit,  and  of  a  kind  exceedingly 
desirable.  Twenty  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Bibliography ;  seventeen  volumes  issued  by  learned 
societies;  twenty-three  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Gene- 
alogical Department,  ant]  thirty-three  volumes  to  our  local 
history  collection;  twenty-two  volumes  have  been  added  to 
onr  collection  of  works  on  the  Rebellion;  twelve  volumes  of 
Sabin's  [historical  reprints,  and  many  of  Munsell's  valuable 
series  on  American  history;  and  others  of  ,1.  G.  Sinn.  Win. 
Veazie,  Robert  Clarice  and  Win.  Dodge. 

Among  the  rare  and  interesting  works  added  during  the  year 
we  may  cite  a  little  volume,  Contemplations  on  Mortality,  by 
Samuel  Lee,  Boston,  1698,  presented  by  Bates  Wi 
Esquimaux  Legends,  printed  in  Greenland,  I860  60,  and 
bound  by  Esquimaux — ibo  first  work  published  there,  pre 
sented  by  Hon.  P,  A.  Chadbouriie;   Lettre  </<■  Ghristophe 
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Colomb,  privately  printed  Paris,  1865,  presented  by  Robert 
Clarke;  Historical  Annals  of  the  first  part  of  the  thirteenth 
century,  in  Danish,  from  the  University  of  Christiana;  a  vol- 
ume of  Early  New  England  Sermons,  1703,  &c. ;  a  volume  of 
pamphlets  on  archaeology;  American  Magazine,  1758;  Penn- 
sylvania Chronicle,  17UD,  and  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  1775. 

To  our  local  Wisconsin  history  we  are  gratified  to  receive 
and  recognize  such  works  as  Mr.  Love's  Wisconsin  in-  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  and  Judge  Gale's  work  on  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi  Valley — both  works  of  merit,  well  calculated  to  attract 
attention  to  otir  State  and  to  its  history.  Our  Librarian,  Daniel 
S.  Dtirrie,  has  contributed  his  new  work,  Bibliographia  Genea- 
logica  Americana,  or  Index  to  American  Pedigrees — a  work  of 
much  value  to  libraries  and  genealogical  students  generally. 

Our  own  fifth  volume  of  Collections,  issued  during  the 
year,  should  receive  a  passing  notice  in  our  annual  record. 
It  is  not  always  an  easy  matter,  from  limited  and  dissimilar 
materials,  to  make  up  a  volume  of  historical  collections  that 
will  meet  the  requirements  of  all  classes  of  readers  or  students. 
Our  aim  has  simply  been  to  preserve  such  fragments  of  our 
history  as  were  placed  at  our  disposal,  or  within  our  reach; 
and  our  fifth  volume  exhibits  a  greater  number  of  papers  than 
any  one  of  its  predecessors. 

That  our  own  citizens  may  understand  something  of  the 
appreciation  expressed  by  many  prominent  men,  both  for  our 
published  Collections  and  the  progress  of  our  Society,  we  will 
append  a  few  extracts  from  recent  letters: 

"Let  me  thank  you,"  writes  the  historian  Parkman,  author 
of  the  Hi,  lory  of  the  Conspiracy  of  Pontiac.  ''for  the  welcome 
gift  you  have  sent  me,  the  fifth  volume  of  your  Society's  Vol* 
lections.    The  contents  are  wry  interesting." 

John  Gilmary  Shea,  the  author  of  several  works  on  the 
early  history  of  the  "North  West,  and  the  able  editor  of  the  Eng- 
lish translated  edition  of  Charlevoix's  History  of  .Y<  W  I'rancc. 

writes:  "I  have  received  with  great  pleasure,  and  tender  my 
sincere  tlmuks  therefor,  the  parts  composing  the  fifth  volume 
of  your  Society's  Collections,    It9  value,  under  tbe  capable 
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editorship,  can  only  be  appreciated  by  those  who,  like  myself, 
have  to  use  it  in  elucidating  early  history.  That  test  shows 
its  real  importance  and  worth,  which  may  not  appear  to  any 
ordinary  reader." 

"I  have  received,"  writes  J.  A.  McAllister,  Esq.,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, "your  new7  volume.  I  long  to  see  your  very  valu- 
able collection.  Your  Society  is  progressing  more  rapidly 
than  ours,  which,  considering  its  age  and  advantages,  ought  to 
be  the  most  flourishing  Historical  Society  in  the  country.  We 
move  slowly,  and  I  don't  think  we  shall  make  much  progress 
until  we  have  a  fire  proof  building  and  an  endowment." 

That  yet  energetic  pioneer,  0.  0.  Trowbridge,  of  Detroit, 
who  treaded  our  Wisconsin  forests  with  Cass  and  Doty 
almost  fifty  years  ago,  writes:  "Many  thanks  for  your  new 
fifth  volume.  I  am  filled  with  admiration  wdien  I  look  at  the 
resume  of  your  work.  A  library  of  thirty-five  thousand  vol- 
umes and  pamphlets,  where  but  yesterday  the  only  records 
were  made  with  the  point  of  a  scalping  knife  upon  a  piece  of 
birch  bark  by  the  red  denizens  of  the  forest  !  How  the  savants 
of  Europe  of  the  Va.ttem.aro  family  must  open  their  big  eyes 
when  they  read  Wisconsin's  story.  I  wish  you  and  your  com- 
peers, had  lived  in  Michigan.  Then  we,  too,  might  have  had 
something  to  show  of  our  past  history." 

"I  desire  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks,"  writes  Hon. 
John  F.  Potter,  "for  volume  fifth  of  the  Collections  of  your 
Society,  which  I  have  read  with  very  great  interest  as  I  have 
those  which  preceded  it.  I  am  deeply  interested  in  all  that  re- 
lates to  the  early  history  of  our  Stale,  and  T  am  sure  the  grate- 
ful thanks  of  all  our  people  are  due  to  you  for  the  industry, 
perseverance  and  ability  which  have  marked  pout  long  con- 
nection with  the  Society." 

"Wo  have  received,"  says  the  Milwaukee  Sentinel,  "the  fifth 
volume  of  the  Report  and  Collections  of  the  State  Historical 
Society.  Tt  is  quite  an  improvement,  typographically  and 
otherwise,  upon  the  four  volumes  already  issued.  It  contains 
many  interesting  and  valuable  papers  relating  to  the  early  his- 
tory of  our  own  State  and  the  grea(  North  Y\Ym.    The  Society 
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is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  *  *  *  The  Executive  Com- 
mittee urge  the  importance  of  providing  a  Binding  Fund,  the 
income  of  which  to  he  used  for  binding  purposes.  The  Society 
has  thousands  of  pamphlets  and  many  Valuable  hooks  that 
need  binding,  and  the  usefulness  of  their  collection  would  he 
greatly  enhanced  by  such  a  needful  provision.  Already,  an 
early  pioneer,  Hon.  John  Catlin,  now  of  Xew  Jersey,  ha3 
donated  a  hundred  dollars  as  a  nucleus  for  such  a  fund,  and 
we  hope  that  the  large-hearted  and  liberal  men  of  our  noble 
State  will  respond  to  the  call  of  one  of  the  noblest  institutions 
in  the  West." 

Newspaper  Department 

We  have  had  no  newspaper  files  bound  during  the  year,  but 
shall  soon  hope  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  We  have  added 
bnt  seven  volumes  of  newspapers  to  our  collection  two  of 
which  were  published  in  the  last  century.  Our  collection,  now 
numbers  1,428  volumes,  of  which  1-1G  were  published  in  the 
preceding  century. 

Map  and  Atlas  Department 

General  Sherman's  Military  Map  of  the  South,  from  Gen- 
eral W.  T.  Sherman;  Village  Plat  of  Mount  Vernon,  Dane 
county,  Wis.,  from  Hon.  C.  Woodman;  Chapman's  Sectional 
Map  of  Wisconsin;  Chapman's  Sectional  Map  of  Minnesota; 
Chapman's  Sectional  Map  of  Iowa,  from  Silas  Chapman; 
Farmer's  Map  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  1838,  from  J. 
Memhard;  Colton's  Township  Map  of  Ohio,  1864,  from  J. 
H.  Tesch  j  New  York  State  Census  Map,  1SG5,  from  Dr.  F. 
E.  Hough;  PattingiH's  New  Map  of  Grant  county,  Wis., 
on  rollers,  from  the  county  ollicers  of  Grant  Gouttty.  We 
have  now  about  129  maps  and  atlases  in  our  collection. 

Picture  Gallery 

Four  oil  portraits  have,  been  added  to  the  Arl  Gallery  dur- 
ing the  year.  One  of  Gem  Henry  Dodge,  painted  by  Marine, 
and  presented  by  Hon.  A.  C.  Dodge;  one  of  Hon.  Sat.  Clark, 
painted  by  Clifford,  and  presented  by  Mr,  Clark;  one  of 
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Daniel  Whitney,  painted  at  Philadelphia,  and  presented  by 
Mrs.  I).  Whitney;  one  of  Lyman  C.  Draper,  Secretary  of  | 
the  Society,  painted  by  Marine,  and  presented  by  the  friends  I 
of  the  Secretary.    There  are  now  00  oil  paintings  in  our  col- 
lection.   We  renew  our  appeal  for  additional  pictures  of  our 
pioneers,  prominent  citizens,  Avar  heroes  and  Indian  chiefs. 

Additions  to  the  Cabinet 

Autographs. — Manuscript  letter  of  Samuel  Adams,  Jan. 
20,  1795;  Alexander  Hamilton,  October  7,  1791;  Gen. 
Moses  JTazen,  June  3,  1783  ;  Col.  David  Humphreys,  Feb. 
10,  1783;  John  Harris,  Oct.  12,  1791;  D.  W.  Kittera,  Nov. 
15,  1792;  Capt.  M.  G.  Houdon,  Dec.  10,  1791;  Capt.  Von 
Herr,  Sept.  25,  1782;  Win.  Jones,  Dec.  10,  1789;  Charles 
Willing,  June  1,  1772,  and  Ralph  Pomeroy,  June  3,  1752 
— eleven  interesting  Revolutionary  autographs,  from  Hon. 
Arad  Joy;  manuscript  letter,  signed,  of  the  Mexican  General 
Gahino  Morales,  in  Spanish,  from  Gen.  James  Richardson; 
Gen.  E.  P.  Gaines,  to  Governor  'Rabin  of  Georgia,  from  Geo. 
Jl.  Peck;  original  patent. of  Kilbourne's  Addition  to  Milwau- 
kee, 1835,  from  lion.  Byron  Kilbourn;  bill  of  sale  of  a 
negro  girl,  14  years  old,  in  1814,  from  L.  C.  Bierce ; 'Japanese 
signatures,  from  J.  M.  Campbell. 

Coin  and  Currency.— Copper  Coin. — Vermont  auctori,  n. 
d.;  Massachusetts  Commonwealth,  1788;  U.  S.  half  cent,  1800; 
RepuWique  Franchise,  n.  d. ;  ein  kreutzer,  1816;  a  half 
kreutzer,  1816;  a  quarter  kreutzer,  JSlfl — seven  pieces,  from 
Gen.  Ki  F.  Lund;  a  Canada  cent,  from  Miss  A.  Beeclilin;  a 
Province  of  Canada  penny,  a  French  Tumois,  copper,  1635, 
and  an  old  Roman  copper  coin,  from  Dr,  A.  B.  Weymouth; 
dix  centimes,  Empire  Francaise,  1854;  a  ten  kfeuteer  bill, 

Bohemia,  1  M>0,  from  L.   Poper;  fl  twenty-live  cent  shinpla-- 

ter,  Hamilton  and  Lebanon  Manufacturing  Company,  1815;  a 
$G0  Continental  hill,  177<>,  from  \Y.  H.  Beadle;  a  $50  Con- 
federate hill,  from  C.  A.  Foster;  a         Confederate  hill,  fr^iu 

Mrs,  p.  l.eH'erts;  a  $5  Confederate  hill,  from  N .  EL  Gold- 
thwaite;  a  $1  Confederate  bill,  from  A.  E.  1  vttle. 
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Manuscript. — A  manuscript  orderly-book  of  Maj.  Simon 
fielding,  Dept.  Q.  M.,  1779,  from  E.  B.  Crosby. 

Natural  History  Specimens. — Four  cotton  pods,  from 
De  Soto,  Arkansas,  from  G.  C.  Smith;  a  fine  specimen  of 
float  copper,  weighing  fourteen  pounds,  found  at  Trenton,  Wis., 
from  J.  E.  Collins ;  horn  of  .  a  buffalo  bull,  killed  in  the 
Indian  country  in  1867,  from  Capt.  C.  II.  Olney;  four  speci- 
mens of  horseshoe  fish,  from  Karraganset  Bay,  R.  I.,  from  S.  - 
G.  Benedict;  a  fine  large  specimen  of  coquina  stone  or  fossil 
shell,  from  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  from  Gen.  J.  Richardson  : 
a  specimen  of  sulphuret  of  silver,  from  IToosier  mine,  Colo- 
rado, from  Hon.  B.  E.  Hutchinson. 

Miscellaneous. — A  bar  of  iron  manufactured  at  Bay  View 
Rolling  Mills,  Milwaukee,  from  Win.  Goodnow. 

Photographs,  etc. — Photographs  of  Assembly  of  Wiscon- 
sin, 1807,  reduced  size,  and  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of 
1868,  two  cards,  from  the  artist,  F.  B.  Curtis;  ambrotypes 
and  daguerreotypes  of  soldiers  and  others,  found  in  the  knap- 
sacks of  deceased  hospital  soldiers,  from  Gen.  J.  K.  Proudfit; 
photograph  of  Miss  Yinnie  Beam,  and  photograph  of  Hon. 
Thaddeus  Stevens,  from  Miss  Beam. 

Rustic  Chair. — A  large  fine  rustic  chair,  owned  and  used 
by  the  late  General  Henry  Dodge,  presented  by  Hon.  A.  C. 
Dodge,  designed  to  be  used  by  the  presiding  officer  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Society. 

Statuary.— Plaster  busts  of  Hon.  Thaddeus  Stevens, 
Hon.  Beverdy  Johnson,  Hon.  John  Sherman,  and  Horace 
Greeley,  from  Miss  Yinnie  Beam;  busl  of  Hon.  Simeon 
Mills,  by  Miss  Ream,  from  Gen.  Mills;  bust  of  0.  IT.  Wal- 
do, by  .Miss  Beam,  from  Mr.  Waldo,  bust  of  Gen.  Tames 
Sutherland,  by  E.  P.  KnowTes,  of  Tanesville;  large  me- 
dallion of  President  Lincoln,  in  frame,  from  E,  P.  Knowles; 
small  bust  of  President  Lincoln,  from  Mrs.  Dr.  Ott;  a  largo 
bust  of  Gov.  L.  P.  Harvey,  deposited  by  the  artist. 

War  Relics.  — A  piece  of  the  inner  sheathing  of  the  rebel 
ram  "Merrimack,"  blown  up  at  Orancy'a  Island,  from  P.  M. 
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Patrick;  a  rebel  cavalry  sword,  from  Prairie  Grove  battle-field, 
Arkansas,  from  W.  D.  Welch. 

Librarian's  Labor —  New  Historical  Matter 

The  Librarian,  in  addition  to  his  ordinary  duties,  has  be- 
stowed considerable  labor  in  cataloguing  the  Library  proper, 
in  making  a  catalogue  of  the  Tank  Library,  and  in  arranging 
the  British  Patent  Office  Reports  preparatory  to  binding.  -  He 
has  also  spent  considerable  time  in  copying  an  interesting  series 
of  unpublished  letters,  written  by  the  late  -Maj.  Thomas  For- 
syth, from  1814  to  1833,  relating  to  the  Sanks  and  Foxes,  and 
other  Indian  tribes,  with  whom  he  was  long  connected  as  In- 
dian agent.  The  Society  is  indebted  to  his  son,  Col.  Robert 
Forsyth,  for  the  original  letter  books,  and  these  transcripts 
were  taken  with  a  view  to  their  future  publication.  They  will 
serve  to  throw  much  new  light  on  our  border  Indian  history 
during  a  period  hitherto  but  imperfectly  known. 

Unbound  Works  and  Literary  Exchanges 

We  have  received  from  Gen.  James  Richardson  the  Scien- 
tific American,  4  vols.,  unbound,  for  the  years  1SGT  and  1868; 
Pinkerton's  Voyqtg&s,  (i  vols.,  unbound,  from  J.  H.  Tesch; 
Chicago  Illustrated,  13  numbers,  oblong  folio,  from  Jevne  & 
Almini. 

From  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  we  have  received  thirty  vol- 
umes each  of  the  journals  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  pri- 
vate and  local  laws,  and  general  laws  for  1868,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor's message  and  documents,  making  150  volumes  for 
exchanges.  Since  the  publication  of  the  fifth  volume  of  B  - 
port  and  Collections  of  the  Society,  a  large  number  have  be<  d 
transmitted  to  public  institutions  and  libraries,  and  individ- 
uals, eliciting  not  a  few  donations  in  return. 

Binding  Fund 

Little  has  been  effected  since  eur  lasl  report,  with  reference 
to  the  increase  of  the  binding  fund,  except  so  Par  as  favorable 
impressions  have  been  made  by  out  r<  peated  appeals  in  that 

behalf.     We  fondly  trust  that  net  a  few  of  Olir  men  el'  wealth 
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and  competence  will,  instead  of  providing  too  liberally  for  their 
children — which  often  proves  a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing  to 
them — make  provisions  towards  endowing  our  Binding  Fund, 
and  a  General  Fund,  either  by  generous  donations  in  their  life 
time,  or  bequests  in  their  wills.  We  really  need  more  means 
for  a  greater  outlay  in  books,  and  a  far  greater  amount  of 
binding.  We  must  look  mainly  to  the  thoughtful,  provident 
lew,  to  supply  this  pressing  want.  We  earnestly  solicit  pledges 
from  our  friends  for  the  Binding  Fund,  without  interest,  and 
payable  one-fifth  annually  till  paid.  Will  our  friends  heed  this 
appeal  ? 

Death  of  Wisconsin  Historians  and  Pioneers 

During  the  past  year,  Gen.  William  It.  Smith,  long  the  Presi- 
dent of  our  Society,  and  the  author  first  of  Observations  on 
Wisconsin  Territory,  1837,  and  subsequently  of  the  History  of 
Wisconsin,  in  1853,  has  passed  away.  lie  was  emphatically  a 
landmark  in  our  history,  and  for  his  scholarly  traits,  and  gen- 
tlemanly habits  of  the  olden  time,  he  will  long  be  remembered 
by  those  who  knew  him.  Edwin  B.  Quiner,  the  author  of 
an  elaborate  History  of  Wisconsin  in  tJie  Rebellion ;  and  Hon. 
George  Gale,  the  author  of  a  Gale  Genealogy,  and  a  History 
of  tlte  Upper  Mississippi  Valley,  have  also  been  called  from  time 
to  eternity.  The  memories  and  services  of  these  departed  his- 
torians of  Wisconsin,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  our  Society  to 
commemorate  and  perpetuate.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  se- 
cure proper  memorials  of  them. 

Among  our  prominent  pioneer  settlers,  who  have  recently 
been  summoned  to  the  other  world,  arc  Ool.  Daniel  B.  Par- 
kinson, Gen.  Hercules  L.  Dousm&n,  ami  Col.  L/eri  Sic; 
ling.  Col.  Parkinson  left  us  an  interesting  personal  narra- 
tive which  we  published  in  a  former  volume  of  our  CoUecttons, 
While  a  few  of  their  fellow-pioneers  si  ill  linger  among  as,  we 
should  make  every  reasonable  effort  to  secure  their  written 
reminiscences  of  (he  rapidly  receding  past. 

It  is  now  twenty  years  ibis  month  since  onr  Society  WB9 
first  organized,  and  fifteen  since  its  reorganization.  Five  years 
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hence,  the  quarter  of  a  century  anniversary  of  its  existence 
should  he  appropriately  commemorated.  Reporting,  as  we 
now  do,  thirty-five  thousand  volumes  in  the  library,  may  we 
not  hope  on  that  interesting  occasion  to  point,  with  mingled 
feelings  of  pride  and  gratitude,  to  fifty  thousand  volumes  on 
our  shelves,  rich  in  the  lore  of  historic  and  scientific  literature  ? 
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Sixteenth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Executive  Committee 

Submitted  January  4,  1870 

This  Society  was  founded  twenty-one  years  ago.  Sixteen 
years  since,  with  no  money  in  its  treasury,  no  endowments,  no 
smiles  of  wealthy  friends,  and  only  fifty  volumes,  all  hut  three 
of  which  were  State  laws,  reports  and  journals,  upon  its  shelves, 
it  was  re-organized  by  seven  earnest  men,  relying  upon  faith, 
hope,  and  labors  of  love,  resolved  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a 
prosperous  and  useful  institution.  In  the  infancy  of  the  State, 
and  the  poverty  of  the  people,  but  little  could  have  been  ef- 
fected without  the  united  aid  and  sympathies  of  the  people  and 
tho  Legislature.  It  has  been  fortunate  for  the  Society  that  it 
has  had  both.  Sparks,  Bancroft,  Preseott,  and  other  emi- 
nent scholars  and  historians  have  cited  our  Society  as  worthy 
of  the  emulation  of  similar  institutions  in  older  sections  of  the 
Union.  Hon.  Richard  S.  Field,  of  New  Jersey,  has  pointed 
to  our  success  as  the  result  of  the  "enlightened  liberality  of 
the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin."  "Thanks  to  the  energy  of  the 
founders  of  this  Society,"  exclaimed  ex-Gov.  Salomon  in  his 
address  before  the  Society  and  the  Legislature  four  years  since, 
"that  we  have  such  a  depository.  May  the  people  of  the 
whole  State  recognize  its  value,  and  assist  and  support  it  in  its 
useful,  disinterested  and  noble  efforts." 

Four  years  ago  we  met  in  annual  convocation  for  tho  IdSt 
time  in  our  dark,  cramped  and  dingy  rooms,  in  the  basement 
of  a  church,  which  we  had  occupied;  with  various  enlargements 
for  eleven  years,  ami  then  said  in  our  report:  "Designing,  in 
a  few  days  to  remove,  with  our  twenty-one  thousand  volumes 
and  documents,  to  the  new  suite  of  rooms  so  fittingly  prepared 
for  our  reception  by  the  State,  may  we  not  hope  that  our  im- 
proved facilities  and  accommodations  will  stimulate  every  true 
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friend  of  the  Society  to  redoubled  efforts  and  exertions  for  its 
increased  prosperity." 

The  result  has  thus  far  more  than  realized  these  hopeful  ex- 
pectations; for  in  these  four  years,  since  January,  1866,  our 
library  has  doubled  its  number  of  volumes;  while  the  depart- 
ment of  bound  newspaper  files  has  been  increased  about  one- 
third,  and  the  Gallery  of  Art  over  one-quarter.  There  have, 
however,  been  some  special  and  unusual  additions  in  these 
years,  that  may  not  very  soon  recur.  During  the  year  1866 
wre  received  large  and  valuable  donations  from  S.  D.  Carpen- 
ter, Delaplaine  &  Burdick,  and  Prof.  C.  II.  Allen,  and 
purchased  an  exceedingly  desirable  collection  of  about  sixteen 
hundred  pamphlets  and  documents  on  the  rebellion.  In  1S67, 
we  received  from  Mrs.  C.  L.  A.  Tank,  a  valuable  collection  of 
5,186  volumes  and  pamphlets,  and  thirteen  maps  and  atlases. 
In  1S0S,  we  obtained  2,392  British  Patent  Office  reports  fur- 
nishing a  complete  illustrated  history  of  British  invention  for 
two  and  a  half  centuries.  The  extraordinary  addition  of 
1S69  consists  in  a  valuable  collection  of  .5,500  English  pam- 
phlets and  documents,  and  nine  volumes  of  old  newspapers. 

Treasury  Receipts  and  Disbursements 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  the  receipts  of  the  year  into 
the  General  Fund,  including  the  balance  on  hand  at  its  com- 
mencement, to  have  been  $1,215.66  and  the  disbursements 
$1,127.62,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  in  the  General 
Fund  of  $88.0-1.  The  Binding  Fund,  which  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  was  $172.73,  has  been  increased  by  a  gener- 
ous donation  of  a  hundred  dollars  from  Hon.  Gyrus  Woodman, 
twenty  dollars  each  from  Win.  B.  Champion  and  T.  La  idler, 
five  dollars  from  Gen.  James  Sutherland,  :>."><>>  1  from  an- 
nual fees  and  accrued  interest — shewing  the  present  total 
amount  of  this  fund,  $868.54. 

Library  Additions 

The  additions  to  the  Library  during  the  year  have  bet  P 
bound  volumes,  of  which  539  wore  by  donation,  and  &84  by 
purchase,  ami  6,240  documents  and  pamphlets,    Of  these  ad 
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ditions,  103  volumes  are  folios,  and  77  quartos — making  a  total 
of  1,605  folios  now  in  the  Library,  and  1,834  quartos,  and 
3,439  of  folios  and  quartos  together. 

Progressive  Library  Increase 

The  past  and  present  condition  of  the  Library  is  shown  in 
the  following  table : 


Date. 


1854, 
1855, 
1856, 
1857, 
1858, 
1859, 
18G0, 
1861, 
18C2, 
1863, 
1804, 
1865, 
1866, 
1867, 
1868, 
1869, 
1870, 


Jan.  1 
Jan.  2 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  6 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  4 
Jan .  3 
Jan.  2 
Jan.  2 
Jan.  2 
Jan.  2 
Jan.  3 
Jan.  2 
Jan.  3 
Jan.  4 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  4 


Volumes 
added . 

Documents 

and 
Pamphlets. 

riotn  together. 

Total 
in  library. 

50 

50 

50 

1,000 

1,000 

2,000 

2,050 

1,065 

2,000 

3,065 

5,115 

1,005 

300 

1,305 

6,420 

1,024 

959 

1,988 

8,403 

1,107 

500 

1,607 

10,010 

1,800 

'  723 

2,528 

12,535 

837 

1,134 

1,971 

14,504 

610 

711 

1,321 

15,825 

544 

2,373 

2,917 

18,742 

248 

356 

604 

19  346 

520 

226 

746 

20, 092 

368 

800 

1,174 

21,266 

923 

2,811 

3,734 

25,000 

5, 462 

1,043 

6,505 

31,505 

2,838 

682 

3,520 

35,025 

923 

6,240 

7,163 

42, 188 

'  20,324 

21,864 

42,188 

Pamphlet  Additions 

The  large  collection  of  mostly  English  pamphlets  and  doc- 
uments purchased,  deserves  a  passing  notice.  They  may  be 
classified  as  follows:  English  political  history,  from  1600  to 
1800,  990;  history  and  biography,  110;  sermons  and  religious 
disquisitions  from  the  year  1000  to  1800,  1033 — rich  in  old 
theological  literature  and  polemics  of  that  early  period,  win  n 
so  much  attention  was  paid  to  such  matters,  and  which  left 
such  a  marked  impress  upon  the  English  mind,  and  the  Puri- 
tan fathers;  sermons  and  religious  disquisitions  from  1800  to 
1866,  1,330;  almanacs  from  1073  to  1859,  66;  on  scientific 
subjects,  320;  poetry,  207;  the  drama,  71;  education,  220; 
medical  literature,  212;  fiction,  11;  English  and  Continental 
guide-books,  159;  book  catalogues,  90;  miscellaneous,  L80; 
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m  the  Latin  language,  98;  French,  72;  Spanish  and  Italian, 
37;  Holland,  27;  German,  2G;  Greek,  G. 

The  donated  pamphlets  embrace  a  great  variety  of  subjects, 
and  many  of  them  are  of  the  highest  value  in  making  up  a 
general  collection  for  reference  purposes. 

p-  Library  Additions  and  Donors 

Among  the  principal  additions  of  the  year  by  purchase  may 
be  mentioned  a  set  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  from  1802-68, 
128  volumes;  Scots  Magazine,  1780-1825,  07  volumes;  London 
Magazine,  1732-1783,  52  volumes;  15  volumes  of  other  bound 
magazines;  34  volumes  of  old  newspaper  files;  Brougham's 
works,  10  volumes;  Beatson's  Naval  History  of  Great  Britain, 
G  volumes;  Dean's  History  of  Civilization,  7  volumes,  and 
many  works  on  American  and  English  local  history.  The  addi- 
tions to  the  genealogical  department  have  been  21  volumes, 
local  history  18  volumes,  publications  of  historical  and  learned 
societies  17  volumes,  bibliography  3  volumes. 

The  most  valuable  book  donation  of  the  year  is  a  set  of 
twenty-one  volumes  of  American  State  Papers,  folio,  and  a 
finely  privately  printed  quarto  volume,  Bibliography  of  De 
Bry's  Voyages,  from  William  Menzies;  Hon.  S.  D.  Hastings 
has  presented  10  vols,  and  145  pamphlets;  Gen.  T.  S.  Allen  31 
volumes  and  52  pamphlets;  Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  15  quarto  vols, 
of  public  documents  of  Sweden,  1859-65;  British  Patent 
Office  Reports,  from  the  British  Government,  28  vols.;  Hon.  D, 
Worthiiigton,  20  vols.;  L.  C.  Draper,  IS  volumes  and  21 
pamphlets;  Hon.  A.  J.  Craig,  15  vols,  and  15  pamphlets; 
Gen.  J.  M.  Rusk,  10  vols,  of  books,  20  vols,  of  unbound 
Banl-cr's  Magazine,  and  2  1  pamphlets;  W.  A.  BHard,  28  ?o!s. 
and  6  pamphlets;  G.  A.  Valofctttte,  11  vok  |  Adjntant- 
General  of  Ohio,  12  vols.;  Hon.  B.  F,  Hopkins,  7  vols,  and 
45  pamphlets;  State  of  Wisconsin^  12  vols,  and  19  pamphlets; 
Gov.  L.  Fairchild,  2  vols,  and  46  pamphlets;  Rev,  Dr.  W. 
S,  Vwiy^  7  vols,  and  16  pamphlets;  William  Helms,  0  vols.; 
Prof.  J.  W.  Hpyt,  12  vols,  and  18  pamphlets;  OoL  Thomas 

"Reynolds,  TTon.  TL  D.  "Barron,  States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana, 
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each  8  vols;  0.  S.  Willey,  7  vols,  and  9  pamphlets;  Hon.  A. 
S.  Sandborn,  7  vols  and  4  pamphlets;  Hon.  T.  0.  Howe,  G 
vols,  and  4  pamphlets ;  A.  H.  Main,  G  vols. ;  Royal  Society 
of  Antiquaries,  J.  Ward  Dean  and  Hon.  E.  B.  Dean, 
each  5  vols.;  W.  A.  Croffut,  3  vols,  and  22  pamphlets; 
Pres.  P.  A.  Chadbourne,  3  vols,  and  20  pamphlets;  Prof. 
W.  F.  Allen,  4  vols,  and  14  pamphlets;  Hew  England  His- 
toric-Genealogical Society,  4  vols,  of  Register  and  5  pamphlets ; 
H.  L.  Gray,  J.  L.  Peyton  and  C.  B.  Newell,  each  4  vols. ; 
Robert  Clarke,  3  vols,  and  11  pamphlets;  State  of  Con- 
necticut, Adjutant  General  of  Connecticut,  W.  J.  Park,  each 
3  vols. ;  Col.  S.  V.  Shipman,  2  vols,  and  7  pamphlets ;  Georgia 
Historical  Society,  2  vols  and  2  pamphlets;  C.  K.  Williams, 
2  vols,  and  S  pamphlets;  J.  E.  A.  Smith,  C.  Geisse,  Essex 
Institute,  R.  T.  McLain,  Prof.  J.  B.  Parkinson,  1ST.  S.  Lewis 
and  R.  F.  George,  each  2  vols. ;  M.  T.  Bailey,  1  vol.  and  30 
pamphlets;  Bangs,  Merwin  &  Co.,  1  vol.  and  13  pamphlets; 
Miss  Rachel  L.  Bodley,  1  vol.  and  1  pamphlet;  Bev.  T.  II. 
Robinson,  1  vol.  and  4  pamphlets.,  and  the  following,  each  1 
vol. :  Manchester  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society,  Chicago 
Historical  Society,  Maine  Historical  Society,  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  Harvard  College,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  B. 
J.  Lossing,  Rev.  Dr.  Jos.  Allen,  Prof.  J.  B.  Feuling,  Prof. 
Benj.  Pierce,  Rev.  S.  R.  Riggs,  Hon.  T.  Farrar,  Hon.  L. 
II.  Morgan,  Hon.  James  Ross,  Rev.  E.  F.  Shafter,  Dr.  C. 
Graham,  Dr.  II.  R,  Stiles,  Rev.  S.  J.  Spalding,  Dr.  Mar- 
tin Paine,  M.  D.  Miller,  B.  W.  Suckow,  Leavitt  &  Co., 
Charles  Cowell,  S.  C.  Clark,  C.  M.  Thurston,  E.  R.  Ice- 
land, J.  E.  Prendergrast,  J.  Wingate  Thornton,  0.  1ST. 
Wortlen,  L.  B.  Hills,  W.  H.  Mitchell,  W.  S.  Ring,  G.  B. 
Chase,  M.  B.  Scott,  Alfred  Mudge,  F.  A.  lU-Kn,  W.  F. 
Prosser,  G.  Lincoln,  J.  II.  Fitts,  Jona,  Tciunv.  C.  Gil- 
man,  Thos.  Allen,  S.  C.  Cox,  E.  D.  Harris,  and  T.  H. 
Winne;  Rev.  D.  G.  ITaskins,  2  vols,  and  8  pamphlets, 

Hon.  W.  E.  Smith  1ms  presented  50  pamphlets,  Joel  Mun- 
sell  40,  Ohio  Hisforical  Society  16,  J.  Wiley  ft  So*  15, 
Hon.  Arad  Joy  D,  Rev.  Qr.  G.  M.  Steele  9,  Hon.  M.  11.  I 
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penter  and  S.  Hay  den  each  5,  and  twenty-three  others  from 
1  to  3  each. 

Newspaper  Department 

"We  have  added,  altogether,  119  volumes  to  1,428  reported 
last  year,  making  the  present  number  of  bound  volumes  in  tho 
Library  1,517,  of  which  three  were  printed  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  152  in  the  eighteenth,  and  the  remainder  in  the  pres- 
ent century.  It  is  an  invaluable  collection.  We  may  give  the 
titles  of  some  of  the  more  important  of  the  additions: 


Mercurius  Aulicus,  1  vol   1643-45 

Rheims  Gazette,  1  vol   1G91-92 

Spectator  and  Apollo,  1  vol   1709 

British  Mercury,  1  vol   1712-15 

The  World,  1  vol   1753-55 

The  Monitor,  2  vols   1759-63 

Middlesex  Journal,  1  vol   1770-72 

Woodfall's  Register,  1  vol   1790 

London  Herald,  5  vols   1803-8 

London  Packet,  6  vols   1808-14 

Cobbett's  Register,  3  vols   1817-21 

The  Parthenon,  1  vol   1S36 


The  remainder  are  American  files,  and  chiefly  those  of  our 
own  State. 

Map  and  Atlas  Department 

We  have  added  but  two  maps  to  our  collection  during  the 
past  year — Chapman's  Sectional  Map  of  Minnesota,  from  Silas 
Chapman,  and  Pocket  Map  of  Milwaukee,  from  Dr.  S.  Comp- 
ton  Smith.  The  present  number  of  maps  and  atlases  is  about 
431. 

British  Patent  Reports 

Tho  British  Patent  Office  Reports  ordered  bound  by  the  L  g« 
islature  have  been  satisfactorily  done,  and  placed  upon  our 
shelves.  They  furnish  an  almost  inexhaustible  lource  for  in- 
vestigation and  study  by  thoughtful,  invent  i\v  nun.  ami  we 
may  well  conclude  they  will  prove  of  great  value  to  that  olajM 
of  our  citizens,  and  indirectly  to  all  our  people. 

Picture  Gallery 

The  Art  Gallery  has  received  some  important  additions;  oi 
our  pioneers,  one  of  Maj.  C.  F.  Legate,  Eros  M.ij.  Legi  <  | 
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Hon.  Randall  Wilcox,  now  forty  years  a  resident  of  Wis- 
consin, from  Mr.  Wilcox;  Capt.  Joseph  Iveyes,  from 
Hon.  E.  W.  Keyes;  of  Ex-Gov.  L.  J.  Earwell,  from  Mr. 
Farwellj  of  Hon.  J.  C.  Faircliild  from  his  children; 
Gen.  Cassius  Fairchild,  from  his  widow;  and  a  full-size 
portrait  of  Hon.  Perry  II.  Smith,  on  a  canvas  four  feet  three 
inches,  by  five  feet  nine  inches,  painted  by  Frank  M.  Peb- 
bles, and  presented  by  Mr.  Smith.  There  are  now  seventy- 
three  oil  paintings  in  the  Gallery.  A  very  fine  engraving,  thirty- 
two  and  a  half  by  twenty-one  and  a  half  inches  in  size,  of  the 
"Death  Bed  of  President  Lincoln,"  from  a  painting  by  A.  II. 
Ritchie,  with  correct  likenesses  of  the  persons  present,  from 

!  the  artist;  a  photograph  of  the  historian  and  antiquary,  Col. 
Peter  Force,  from  E.  II.  McKee,  and  another  of  the  same  from 
Gen.  M.  F.  Force ;  photographs  of  Gen.  John  MdSTiel,  a  hero 

'  of  the  War  of  1812,  and  his  wife,  and  of  Hon.  C.  E.  Potter, 
from  Mrs.  Potter;  a  framed  lithograph  of  the  officers  of  the 
Wisconsin  Editorial  Association,  from  Hon.  James  Ross;  and 
a  photograph  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  College  at  Decorali, 

\    Iowa,  from  Rev.  N.  C.  Preus. 


Antiquities.— A  stone  axe  found  in  the  town  of  Madison, 
<    from  D.  P.  Van  Bergen ;  a  stone  in  the  shape  of  a  child's  foot, 

from  Joseph  Brown,  Lodi ;  a  copper  knife,  found  in  Barton, 
I    Washington  county,  from  Win.  Murray;  seven  small  glass 

beads,  from  the  western  coast  of  Ireland,  identical  with  those 
j    in  the  Society's  collection,  found  in  an  Indian  mound,  from 

Dr.  L.  G.  Ohnstcad. 

Autographs,  Currency,  etc. — A  Chinese  passport   bo  the 

American  ship  "Far  West,"  Wm.  A.  Briard,  commander,  C:\n- 
|  ton,  May,  1852,  from  Capt.  Briard;  a  deed  dated  in  1752,  and 
|,  eight  private  letters,  picked  up  in  Virginia  in  the  late  war, 
j  from  J.  It.  P.  Bird;  a  poll  list  of  the  town  of  Madison  in 
j    1830,  printed  election  ticket  and  handbill,  1839,  number  of 

the  Wisconsin  Enquirer,  Tan.  1,  1841,  a  number  of  the  Fred 

erickaburg  (Va.)  Banner,  1802,  and  a  specimen  of  whittling! 


Additions  to  the  Cabinet 
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from  J.  1".  P.  Bird;  a  $50  Confederate  bill,  from  J.  A.  Byrne; 
$5  of  Mineral  Point  bank,  from  Edw.  P.  George;  $2  corpo- 
ration bill  of  Salt  Lake  City,  from  E.  C.  Abby;  a  $5  bill  of 
Government  Stock  Bank,  of  Ann  Arbor,  recovered  from  an 
iron  safe,  sunk  with  the  steamer  "Atlantic"  on  Lake  Erie,  in  170 
feet  water;  a  large  book  of  impressions  of  bills  of  Wisconsin 
banks,  also  a  similar  volume  of  bank  bills  of  other  States,  en- 
graved by  Danforth,  Bald  &  Co. ;  engravings  in  neat  gilt 
frame,  by  Pawdon,  Wright  &  Co.,  of  steel  dies  and  orna- 
ments used  in  printing  bank  bills,  from  Gen.  J.  Sf.  Rusk. 

War  Relics. — An  ivory  sword  captured  from  the  British 
in  the  Pevolutionary  War,  in  "JSTcw  York,  from  Isaac  Eaton; 
the  sword  and  belt  of  the  Colonel  commanding  the  12th  Mis- 
sissippi regiment  of  confederate  volunteers,  captured  Aug.  21, 
18G4,  before  Petersburg,  Va.,  by  J.  0.  Johnson,  commanding 
company  IT,  Cth  Wisconsin  regiment,  from  Major  J.  E.  Hau- 
serj  Arkansas  war  bonds  and  various  office  blanks,  from 
Chas.  J.  Holt. 

Natural  History  Specimens. — Section  of  a  limb  of  a  pine 
tree  of  singular  formation,  from  J.  rT.  P.  Bird  ;  fossil  from  Wau- 
watosa,  Wis.,  from  Pev.  Mr.  Pheinhardt;  a  specimen  of  na- 
tive slate  from  Lake  Superior;  a  small  cup  made  of  gypsum 
from  Niagara  Falls,  from  Alfred  Harris;  a  large  conch 
shell  found  by  Theo.  Euel  in  Taycheedah,  a  mile  east  of  Lake 
Winnebago,  in  December,  1SGS,  in  a  limestone  ledge,  150  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  lake,  and  ten  feet  below  the  surface, 
from  John  Peacock,  Sheriff  of  Fond  du  Lac  county;  two 
stereoscopic  pictures  of  a  meteorite,  found  near  Wauwatosa, 
Wis.,  from  Dr.  I.  A.  Lapham  ;  three  fine  specimens  of  gold- 
bearing  quartz  from  Bob-Tail  mine,  Colorado,  from  I..  Hen- 
drickson;  a  variety  of  gold  and  silver  quartz  from  George- 
town. Colorado,  from  J".  H.  Clark;  a  large  and  valuable  i 
lection  of  gold  and  silver-bearing  quartz  from  Colorado,  from 
Hon.  W.  11.  Doe. 

Wisconsin's  Star-Spangled  Banners 
During  the  Pevolutionary  War,  the  young  Moravian  ladns 
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of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  presented  to  the  gallant  Count  Pulaski 
and  his  legion  a  beautiful  double  crimson  silk  banner. 

"The  warrior  took  that  banner  proud, 
It  was  bis  martial  cloak  and  bforoud/' 

When  the  noble  Pole  fell  at  Savannah,  the  banner  was  saved 
by  his  First  Lieutenant,  after  receiving  fourteen  wounds,  and 
is  now  carefully  preserved  in  a  glass  case  in  the  Maryland  His- 
torical Society.  But  little  of  its  former  beauty  remains,  for 
its  brilliant  crimson  has  faded  to  a  dull  brownish  red.  Our 
Wisconsin  war-flags,  borne  on  every  battle-field  of  the  recent 
war  for  the  Union,  have  each  an  eloquent  and  patriotic  history. 
Those  noble  banners,  deposited  with  the  Society,  are  exposed 
to  dust  and  decay.  Will  not  our  Legislature  provide  a  suitable 
glass  case  for  their  preservation,  that  future  generations  may 
I  I  receive  inspirations  of  patriotism  when  viewing  these  relics  of 
a  hundred  fields  of  valor,  strife  and  carnage  % 

Increase  of  Shelving  Capacity 

The  large  additions  from  the  British  Patent  Reports,  and 
the  great  increase  in  the  pamphlet  department,  now  numbering 
over  21,000  with  a  steady  augmentation  of  other  sections  of 
the  Library,  rendered  additional  shelving  imperatively  neces- 
sary. Through  the  courtesy  and  ever-watchful  attention  of  the 
Governor,  a  gallery  has  been  provided  in  our  east  room,  with 
!  shelving  extending  to  the  ceiling,  furnishing  additional  accom- 
modations for  some  4,000  volumes.  It  requires  no  prophetic 
vision  to  anticipate  that  within  a  year  or  two  at  most,  more  gal- 
lery room  will  be  required. 

Cataloguing  the  Library 

The  Librarian  has  devoted  much  time  and  labor  during  the 
year  in  continuing  the  work  of  cataloguing  the  Library,  A 
printed  catalogue  of  the  whole  collection  would  prove  of  groat 
utility  and  convenience  to  State  officers,  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature, and  historical  investigators;  and  it  is  to  be  bopeo, 
that  the  Legislature  will  direct  i(s  publication,  perhaps  in  oon« 
(    ncetion  with  the  works  in  the  State  Library, 

f 
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The  Society's  Reports  and  Collections 

Considerable  new  material  has  accumulated,  and  is  accumu- 
lating, for  the  next  volume  of  Collections.  Instead  of  issuing 
a  third  of  a  volume  yearly  as  is  now  done,  it  would  best  sub- 
serve the  wants  and  convenience  of  the  Society,  were  the  Leg- 
islature to  so.  change  the  present  law  authorizing  their  publica- 
tion, as  to  permit  a  full  volume,  of  not  exceeding  500  pagesj  to 
be  issued  every  alternate  year.  We  are  still  steadily  gathering 
much  of  our  early  and  pioneer  history,  while  many  a  valuable 
narrative  of  our  recent  war  history  will  plead  for  a  permanent 
record,  and  a  grateful  recognition. 

The  Mission  of  the  Society 

As  experience  with  individuals  is  the  wisest  of  teachers,  so 
with  States  and  communities,  the  records  of  the  past  must  be 
the  lessons  for  the  'present,  and  the  encouragement  or  warnings 
for  the  future.  We  should,  therefore,  treasure  for  ourselves, 
and  for  the  enlightenment  and  instruction  of  those  who  suc- 
ceed us,  these  guiding  charts,  these  pleasing  recollections,  be- 
fore they  pass  beyond  our  reach.  The  achievements  of  those 
noble  pioneers  who,  even  within  the  remembrance  of  many  now 
living,  have  hewn  down  with  dauntless  heart  and  sturdy  arm,  the 
trackless  forests ;  and  from  the  lower  valleys  of  the  Fox  and  the 
Wisconsin,  and  from  the  western  shores  of  Lake  Michigan  and 
the  Rock  Iliver  valley,  to  the  northern  and  western  portions  of 
our  State,  have  fitted  the  land,  once  the  abode  of  savages  and 
wild  beasts,  for  the  thriving,  happy  and  industrious  people 
who  now  occupy  it  should  not  be  forgotten.  Such  adventur- 
ous men  have  rendered  the  country  good  service.  Our  grati- 
tude for  their  efforts,  our  pride  in  their  conquest  over  mind 
and  matter,  our  interest  and  policy,  should  prompt  and  decide 
us  to  do  all  that  we  can  to  honor  and  cherish  the  memories 
and  services  of  those  who  have  done  so  much  towards  advanc- 
ing our  State  to  its  present  prosperous  condition. 

Nor  are  we  alone  indebted  fur  our  WOndrOUS  growth  and 

prosperity  to  tlie  bold  pioneera  before  whom  the  forests  have 
receded.   Much  credit  should  be  justly  aocorded  to  the  adven- 
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turous  companies  who  planned  and  executed  the  nohle  im- 
provements which  have  opened  to  us  such  boundless  fields 
for  enterprise,  and  have  been  the  means  of  adding  hundreds  of 
millions  to  the  real  wealth  of  the  State,  and  to  the  comforts  and 
happiness  of  our  people  a  hundred  fold.  These  successive  en- 
terprises and  improvements  should  be  traced  in  all  their  stages, 
that  honor  may  be  given  where  honor  is  due — to  such  men 
as  Mitchell,  Kilbourn,  Catlin,  Crocker,  A.  Hyatt  Smith, 
Clinton  and  Perry  IT.  Smith;  that  other  pioneers  in  the 
new  States  and  Territories  may  be  instructed  and  encouraged 
in  planning  and  prosecuting  similar  objects  of  great  public  ben- 
efit as  our  own. 

A  knowledge  of  the  germs  and  up-springings  of  those  prin- 
ciples which  lie  at  the  basis  of  our  social  system,  and  of  the 
origin  of  institutions  which  from  feeble  infancy  have  rapidly 
acquired  the  strength  and  vigor  of  maturity,  and  must  go  on 
ever  strengthening  and  widening  in  their  influence  upon  the 
destinies  of  our  country,  possesses  something  beyond  an  idle, 
speculative  interest,  and,  we  doubt  not,  this  will  be  appreciated 
still  more  vividly  as  the  actual  occurrences  recede  from  us  in 
the  lapse  of  time.  Yet  steps  which  are  necessary  to  preserve 
such  knowledge,  are  too  apt  to  be  neglected  till  the  moment  of 
our  need,  when  all  trace,  it  may  be,  is  destroyed. 

Tho  data  of  our  history  exist  mainly  in  the  remembrances 
of  those  who  must  soon  pass  away,  in  tho  files  of  newspapers, 
in  the  reports  of  our  public  institutions,  in  the  transient  pam- 
phlet productions  of  the  times,  in  the  correspondence  and  pa- 
pers of  our  prominent  citizens,  and  incidental  references  in 
books,  magazines  and  public  documents.  These  are  widely 
scattered,  inaccessible  to  the  mass  of  writers  and  investigators, 
and  in  a  very  perishable  form;  and  important  historical  facts, 
narratives  and  documents  are  lost  every  year  for  want  of  proper 
foresight  and  care  for  their  preservation.  It  is  a  significant 
fact  that,  at  the  death  of  every  pioneer,  and  every  man  of  pub- 
lie  spirit  and  enterprise,  at  every  fire  that  consumes  the  dwell- 
ing of  a  prominent  citizen,  at  the  removal  of  every  intelligent 
family,  many  pages  of  history  arc  l«»<t.    Such  facta  rfiould  im- 
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press  upon  us  the  necessity  of  adopting  such  measures  and 
extending  such  encouragement  to  the  few  who  are  able  and 
willing  in  their  local  neighborhoods,  to  take  upon  themselves 
this  important  work,  as  may  tend  to  avert  all  fear  of  our  be- 
coming a  State  without  materials  for  a  written  history.  Books, 
public  documents,  pamphlets,  magazines  and  newspaper  files, 
biographical  notices  and  portraits,  when  attainable,  of  those 
who  have  well  earned  a  place  in  the  memory  of  their  country- 
men; statistics  of  public  and  individual  enterprises  and  im- 
provements of  the  growth  and  usefulness  of  our  religious,  lit- 
erary and  humanitarian  institutions,  and  of  our  social  progress 
and  comforts;  of  our  manufacturing,  agricultural  and  mineral 
resources;  the  elements  of  our  wealth  and  the  foundation  of 
still  further  greatness;  incidents  connected  with  our  early  his- 
tory, showing  the  origin  and  progress  of  communities;  narra- 
tives of  the  struggles  of  our  hundred  thousand  gallant  men 
who  went  forth  for  the  salvation  of  the  Union,  with  their  lives 
in  their  hands  and  their  hands  raised  to  heaven,  invoking  the 
smiles  and  blessings  of  Him  who  ruleth  in  the  affairs  of  men. 
These  should  iorm  the  features  and  the  basis  in  all  valuable 
historical  collections,  and  are  to  be  obtained  only  with  great 
and  persistent  pains,  and  by  those  who  are  especially  interest- 
ed and  devoted  to  the  subject. 

Increased  State  Aid  Needed 

Our  State  Historical  Society  has  for  twenty-one  years  been 
engaged  in  this  work.  With  its  limited  means,  it  has  done  as 
well  as  could  have  been  expected.  It  is  safe  to  say,  dial  no 
similar  Society,  without  endownncnts,  has  done  as  well.  The 
enhanced  value  of  rare  works  on  early  w<  -i<  i  n  lad  Ameriean 
history,  and  the  increased  cost  of  more  recent  publications  *  t 
merit,  and  needful  for  reference,  have  necessarily  lessened  the 
number  of  works  purchased  for  the  Library;  and  the  addition- 
al cost  of  binding  materials  and  enhancement  of  labor,  have 
necessarily  curtailed  our  ability  i"  secure  even  a  moiety  of  the 
most  necessary  binding  the  wants  of  tne  Society  demand. 

Hundreds  and  thousands  of  works  of  reference  are  annually 
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inquired  for,  which  we  have  not  upon  our  shelves,  and  are 
unable  to  purchase.  During  the  war  period,  we  felt  the  neces- 
sity of  getting  along  as  well  as  we  could  upon  our  circum- 
scribed means;  and  since  the  return  of  peace,  such  have  been 
the  heavy  demands  upon  the  State  in  completing  its  noble 
humanitarian  institutions,  that  we  have  felt  reluctant  till  now 
to  appeal  to  the  wisdom  and  generosity  of  the  Legislature  for' 
a  reasonable  increase  of  the  annual  appropriations  to  the  Socie- 
ty. The  Library  and  Collections  of  the  Society  have  become, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  State  Library,  rendering  their 
unceasing  services  to  the  State  officers,  members  and  commit- 
tees of  the  Legislature,  presidents  and  professors  of  our  col- 
leges and  universities,  and  to  all  seeking  facts  and  information 
for  works  illustrative  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  Wis- 
consin and  the  Union. 


The  Necessity  for  Endowments 

Heretofore  the  efforts  of  the  Society  have  been  almost  ex- 
clusively directed  to  the  gathering  of  historical  documents  and 
narratives,  and  their  publication ;  together  with  collecting  a 
Library,  a  Gallery  of  Art,  and  a  Cabinet  of  Relics  and  Curios- 
ities. An  occasional  appeal  has  been  made  for  endowment 
funds,  without,  however,  producing  any  marked  results.  The 
friends  of  the  Society  must  awake  to  the  fact,  that  the  inter- 
ests and  wants  of  our  institution  have  so  grown  with  its  growth 
that  we  can  no  longer  quietly  repose  on  otir  small  and  inade- 
quate State  appropriations.  While  the  State  is  acting,  and  we 
trust  will  continue  to  act,  a  generous  part  towards  the  Society, 
yet  we  can  never  hope  for  all  the  aid  in  that  quarter  that  we 
really  need,  and  it  becomes  the  part  trf  wisdflWI  for  the  friends 
of  the  Society  manfully  to  grapple  with  this  imperative  aeed, 
and  set  out  securing  both  a  Binding  and  General  Fund— trust 
funds,  to  be  well  invested,  and  the  Income  only  used  for  the 
specific  purposes  for  which  they  shall  be  Bel  apart. 

Let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  at,  the  strength  and  pecuniary 
resources  of  some  of  the  principal  Historical  and  Antiquarian 

Societies  of  the  country,  and  we  shall  cease  to  wonder  at  theil 
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advancement,  and  that  we  are  actually  lagging  behind  in  the 
race  for  rank,  prosperity,  and  usefulness. 

The  ]STew  York  Historical  Society,  which  had  25,000  vol- 
umes in  its  Library  fifteen  years  ago,  and  has  very  largely 
increased  since,  with  Picture  Gallery  of  517  oil  paintings,  has 
considerable  of  an  endowment,  and  had  an  income  of  $13, GOO 
in  the  year  1SG3,  which  has  probably  increased  since  that 
date. 

The  Long  Island  Historical  Society,  incorporated  so  recently 
as  April,  1803,  has  a  Library  of  17,2S0  volumes,  20,000  pam- 
phlets, 19  oil  paintings,  GOO  bound  newspaper  files,  and  an 
endowment  of  over  $60,000,  which,  with  its  annual  member- 
ship dues,  produce  an  annual  income  of  nearly  $10,000. 

The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  has  a  Library-  of  18,- 
000  volumes,  30,000  pamphlets,  737  bound  newspaper  files, 
■81  oil  paintings,  and  an  endowment  amounting  to  something 
like  $00,000,  with  an  apparent  annual  income  of  some  $6,000. 
That  generous  benefactor  of  his  race,  George  Peabody,  gave 
that  society  $20,000;  and  Samuel  Appleton  and  Thomas  Dowse 
each  gave  $10,000. 

The  American  Antiquarian  Society  at  Worcester,  Massa- 
chusetts, has  50,000  volumes  in  its  Library,  besides  a  very 
largo  collection  of  pamphlets,  2,484  bound  newspaper  files,  28 
oil  paintings,  and  endowment  funds  amounting  to  nearly  $70,- 
000,  with  an  annual  income  of  some  $5,500.  Hon.  Stephen 
Salisbury,  next  to  its  founder,  Isaiah  Thomas,  has  been  its 
most  generous  benefactor. 

The  Maryland  Historical  Society  has  a  Library  of  13,000 
volumes,  a  fine  collection  of  historical  manuscripts,  and  old 
newspaper  files,  an  endowment  of  nearly  $24,000,  which  with 
its  membership  dues,  yields  an  annua]  Income  01  OTOT  $6,000. 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  lias  a  Library  <»f  L 5,000 
volumes,  about  75,000  pamphlets,  150  bound  files  of  news- 
papers, 78  oil  paintings,  an  endowment  of  nearly  $80,000,  and 
an  annual  income  of  about  $3,500.  Elliot!  OressOD  and 
Hon.  Henry  D,  Ciilpin  were  iis  principal  benefactors. 

The  Chicago  Historical  Society,  which  had  in  December, 
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1882,  11,724  volumes,  42,113  pamphlets,  and  quite  a  large  col- 
lection of  newspaper  files  has  some  endowment. 

The  Iowa  State  Historical  Society  has  evinced  so  much  en- 
ergy in  gathering  a  Library,  and  in  collecting  and  publishing 
its  early  historical  annals,  that  the  legislature  of  that  State,  in 
1868,  increased  the  appropriation  to  that  Society,  from  $500 
to  $3,500  a  year. 

The  Maine  and  Xew  Jersey  Historical  Societies,  and  the' 
New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society  have  severally 
commenced  the  founding  of  endowment  funds. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  that  the  most  successful  Historical  So- 
cieties of  the  country  are  liberally  endowed — have  their  trust 
funds,  and  their  specific  annual  incomes,  upon  which  they  can 
rely  for  means  to  augment  their  Libraries  and  collections. 
Without  such  endowments  these  societies  could  have  accom- 
plished but  little.  Without  similar  endowment  funds  our  So- 
ciety will  be  stinted  and  crippled  in  all  its  efforts  and  aspirations. 
Our  aim  should  bo  to  secure  a  Binding  Lund  of  not  less  than 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  a  General  Fund  of  not  less  than  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  These  obtained,  we  can  add  very  much  to 
our  historical  literature,  and  secure  more  generally  than  we 
now  do  of  the  teeming  volumes  on  science  and  current  litera- 
ture, and  render  more  accessible  the  nearly  twenty-two  thou- 
sand pamphlets  and  unbound  documents  on  our  shelves,  and 
many  a  valuable  volume  of  magazines  and  other  miscellane- 
ous works.  We  should  then  better  subserve  all  the  growing 
and  incessant  demands  upon  us  for  works  of  reference  upon 
almost  every  conceivable  subject.  How  can  such  wante  be 
supplied  with  the  paltry  sum  of  what  is  left  of  a  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year,  after  paying  for  binding  the  more  important  news- 
paper files  and  serials,  freight  charges,  and  incidental  CSpi  BMB 
generally  ? 

We  repeat,  that  endowment  funds  wc  must  have.  We  must 
earnestly  and  persistently  seek  donations,  bequests  and  pledgee 
— pledges  payable  one-fifth  annually  till  paid,  [f  cadi  friend 
of  (he  Society  will  regard  this  appeal  as  addressed  personally 
to  himself,  and  will  do  the  best  he  can,  wo  may  oonfidentfy 
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hope  to  succeed.  The  Society  may  not  find  a  Peabody,  a 
Dowse,  an  Appleton,  a  Salisbury,  a  Oresson,  or  a  Gilpin, 
to  bestow  liberal  donations  upon  it;  yet  we  may  fondly  hope 
to  find  equally  as  generous  friends  in  proportion  to  their  abil- 
ity, whose  aggregate  gifts  may  serve  to  make  the  endowment 
funds  upon  which  our  future  success  so  much  depends. 
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Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Executive  Committee 

Submitted  January  3,  1S71 

In  one  of  the  last  public  addresses  of  Daniel  Webster — 
that  before  the  Xew  York  Historical  Society,  February  23d, 
1852 — that  profound  scholar  and  statesman  declared,  that  the 
object  of  historical  societies  is  highly  important.  "Historical 
Societies/'  said  he,  "are  auxiliary  to  historical  compositions. 
They  collect  the  materials  from  which  the  great  narrative  of 
events  is,  in  due  time,  to  be  framed.  The  transactions  of  pub- 
lic bodies,  local  histories,  memoirs  of  all  kinds,  statistics,  laws, 
ordinances,  public  debates  and  discussions,  works  of  periodical 
literature,  and  the  public  journals,  whether  of  political  events, 
of  commerce,  literature,  or  the  arts  all  find  their  places  in  the 
collection  of  historical  societies.  But  these  collections  are  not 
history ;  they  are  only  elements  of  history." 

Passing  over  the  first  five  years  of  the  existence  of 
this  Society,  in  its  embryo  stale,  we  may  truthfully 
assert  that  during  the  past  seventeen  years,  since  its  re- 
organization in  January,  1854,  it  has  been  the  earnest, 
persistent  aim  of  its  managers  to  gather  those  very  ma- 
terials, and  to  fulfill  those  high  and  important  offices,  SO  well 
described  by  the  pre-eminent  statesmen  of  New  England  as 
peculiarly  the  province  of  an  historical  society.  No  personal 
hobbies,  no  special  departments,  have  bci  n  fostered  to  the 
neglect  and  exclusion  of  others;  but  all,  whether  pertaining  to 
history,  science,  statistics,  or  solid  literature,  have  equally  re- 
ceived our  unremitting  attention.  No  sectarian  Peelings,  no 
political  prejudices,  have  turned  us  aside  from  the  high  pur- 
pose we  have  had  in  view — to  provide  for  all  classes  of  honest 
and  earnest  investigators,  facts  and  information  upon  almost  all 
conceivable  subjects  of  interest,  profit  and  culture*    We  may 
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be  pardoned  for  commending  this  unselfish  example  to  our 
successors. 

Our  appeal  to  the  last  Legislature  for  an  increased  annual 
appropriation,  met  with  a  prompt  and  liberal  response.  Our 
means  are  still  quite  limited,  when  compared  with  those  of  the 
most  successful  kindred  institutions  of  our  country,  or  when 
compared  with  the  pressing  demands  for  standard  works  of 
reference  in  almost  every  department  of  literature;  yet  we 
have  been  enabled,  by  this  timely  increase  of  our  means,  to 
purchase  many  more  books  for  the  Library  than  in  any  former 
year — and  not  a  few  of  them  of  great  rarity  and  value,  of  lim- 
ited editions,  and  difficult  of  procurement,  thus  strengthening 
and  augmenting  the  several  departments  embraced  in  our  col- 
lections. Our  last  Library  report  was  swelled  by  the  purchase 
of  a  large  and  interesting  collection  of  several  thousand  pam- 
phlets. While  the  aggregate  of  both  books  and  documents  is 
not  as  large  the  past  as  in  the  preceding  year,  yet  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  increase  in  books  alone  is  gratifyingly  large 
— nearly  two  thousand  reported  this  year  against  nine  hundred 
last.  These  new  additions  of  a  rare  and  valuable  character, 
serving  to  fill  up  many  gaps,  have  been  more  numerous  than 
in  any  preceding  year  of  the  Society's  history. 

Treasury  Receipts  and  Disbursements 

The  Treasurer's  report  exhibits  the  receipts  of  the  year  into 
the  General  Fund,  including  the  small  balance  on  hand,  to 
have  been  $3,5S8.04,  and  the  disbursements  therefrom, 
$3,341.40,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $246.64.  Tbe 
Binding  Fund,  which  was  reported  last  year  at  $368.52,  1ms 
been  increased  by  a  twenty  dollar  life  membership  fee  from 
Col.  Thomas  Reynolds,  and  from  annual  dues  and  accrued 
interest,  so  that  it  now  amounts  to  $458.07,  A  sp<vi;\l  fund 
for  so  deserving  an  object,  ought  to  meet  with  more  favor  and 
encouragement  at  the  hands  of  the  friends  of  the  Society  than 
has  hitherto  been  accorded  to  it. 

Library  Additions 

The  additions  of  the  year  have  been  1,970,  of  which  1,270 
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were  acquired  by  donation,  and  700  by  purchase;  and  1,372' 
documents  and  pamphlets.  Of  the  book  additions,  56  volumes 
are  folios,  and  241  quartos — making  a  total  of  1,GG1  folios  now 
in  the  Library,  and  2,075  quartos,  and  3,730  folios  and  quartos 
together. 

Progressive  Library  Increase 

The  past  and  present  condition  of  the  Lfbrary  is  shown  in 
the  following  table: 


Date. 


1854,  Jan.  1 
1835,  Jan.  2 

1856,  Jan .  1 

1857,  Jan.  6 

1858,  Jan.  1 

1859,  Jan.  4 

1860,  Jan .  3 

1861,  Jan.  2 

1862,  Jan.  2 
18C3,  Jan.  2 

1864,  Jan.  2 

1865,  Jan .  3 

1866,  Jan .  2 

1867,  Jan.  3 

1868,  Jan.  4 

1869,  Jan.  1 

1870,  Jan.  4 

1871,  Jan.  3 


Volumes 
added. 


50 
1,000 
1,065 
1,005 
1,024 
1,107 
1,800 
837 
610 
544 
248 
520 
368 
923 
5,462 
2,838 
923 
1,970 


22,294 


Documents 

and 
Pamphlets. 


1,000 
2,000 
300 
959 
500 
723 
1,134 
711 
2,373 
356 
226 
806 
2,811 
1,013 
682 
6, 240 
1,372 


Eoth 
together, 


50 
2,000 
3,065 
1,305 
1,988 
1,607 
2,528 
1,971 
1,321 
2,917 
604 
746 
1,174 
3,7o4 
6,505 
3,520 
7,163 
3,342 


_  . 


23,336 


45,530 


Total 
in 

Library, 


50 
2,050 
5,115 
6, 420 
8,d03 
10,010 
12,535 
14,504 
15,825 
18,742 
19,346 
20,092 
21,266 
25,000 
31,505 
35,025 
42,188 
45,530 


Library  Additions  and  Donors 

Prominent  among  the  Library  additions  of  the  year  may  be 
enumerated  the  following: 

British  Quarterly  Review  from  its  commencement  in  L80€  i«> 
1SC7  inclusive,  122  vols.;  Universal  Magazine,  17  1:*  38 
vols.;  Hansard's  'Parliamentary  flistory  of  England,  from  L0G6 
to  180 3,  30  vols.;  Camden  Society  PublicationSj  being  reprints 
of  exceedingly  rare  and  curious  books,  and  publications  of  in 
edited  MSS.,  With  copious  notes,  4 G  quarto  volumes)  Calendar 
of  State  Papers  of  Great  Britain,  and  Early  Chronicles  and  Me- 
morials of  English  History,  L62  vols,,  of  which  00  are  quartos; 
British  Pritrml  Office  Reports  sun]  Specifications)  2»3-|  vols,;  Phil- 
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•adelphia  Bulk  tin,  1 8  61-65,  and  Philadelphia  Inquirer, two  daily- 
papers  covering  the  entire  period  of  the  war,  15  vols,  folio; 
Querard's  Bibliography,  10  vols.;  Pamphleteer,  1813-25,  25 
vols. ;  Returns  of  British  Forces  in  America,  17GC-53,  10  vols. ; 
Meyrick's  Heraldic  Visitations  of  Wales,  158G-1613,  2  vok. 
folio;  New  Collection  of  Voyages  and  Travels,  7  vols. ;  Lewis's 
England  and  Wales,  7  vols.,  quarto;  Fuller's  Worthies  of  Eng- 
land, 3  vols. ;  Tytler's  History  of  Scotland,  10  vols. ;  Strickland's 
Queens  of  England,  12  vols. ;  Clarendon's  History  of  the  Re- 
bellion, 7  vols.;  Lossing's  History  of  the  Rebellion,  3  vols.; 
Hamilton  Club  Series,  4  vols.;  Prince  Society  Publications,  6 
vols. ;  Seventy-six  Society  Publications,  completing  the  series, 
2  vols.;  and  Calendars  of  New  York  Colonial  and  Revolution^ 
ary  MSS.7  4  vols. 

Among  the  rare  and  desirable  works  on  American  history, 
may  be  mentioned: 

Smith's  History  of  New  Jersey,  Haywood's  Tcnne  ,<see,McCalF3 
Georgia,  Smith's  Canada,  Hamor's  Virginia,  Bradford's  Massa- 
chusetts, Mather's  Magnolia,  Historical  Collections  of  the  Amer- 
ican Colonial  Churcli,  Moultrie  and  Drayton's  works  on  the  Rev- 
olutionary War  in  South  Carolina,  Jogues'  Novum  Belgium, 
1G43-4,  Stevens'  Historical  and  Geographical  Notes,  1453-1530, 
Drake's  Five  years  French  and  Indian  Wars,  1744-40,  Coldea's 
History  of  the  Five  Nations,  Correspondence  of  Henry  ham 
Deane's  Edition  of  Smith's  Relation  of  Virginia,  Withers's 
Chronicles  of  Border  Warfare,  Memoirs  of  Gen.  Heath,  and 
six. works  on  the  history  and  proceedings  of  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati. 

Works  on  Science  and  Kindred  Subjects. — Wilson's 
American  Ornithology,  original  edition  nine  vols.,  folio,  L8O8 
14;  Samuels'  Ornithology  and  Oology  of  Nor  England;  the 
Rosetta  Stone,  quarto;  Morton's  Crania,  quarto;  Kenrick's  Ar- 
cheology; Fus'brooke's  Encyclopedia  of  Antiquities  and  Archae- 
ology, 2  vols.,  quarto;  Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal 
Society,  3  vols.,  quarto;  Smithsonian  Publications,  3  vol*.;  As- 
sociation for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  2  vols, ;  ( Ihioago  Act  1 
emy  of  Science,  1  vol.;  IT.  S.  Naval  Observatory,  1  vols.;  Shea's 
Library  of  American  Linguistics,  vocabularies  of  our  Indian 
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languages,  a  complete  set,  13  vols.,  quarto;  Brinton's  Grammar 
of  t,ic  Choctaw  Language;  American  Repertory  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ence, 4  vols. ;  Scientific  American,  1  vol.;  Walter's  Flora  Caro- 
tin iana ;  American  Philosophical  Society,  5  vols.;  American 
Geographical  Society,  4  vols. 

Works  of  Historical  and  other  Learned  Societies. — 
Besides  tho&e  of  the  Camden,  Seventy-Six,  Prince,  Smithson- 
ian, American  Philosophical,  British  Royal  and  American  Geo- 
graphical Societies,  and  the  Hamilton  Club,  already  mentioned; 
wo  may  enumerate  from  the  Society  of  Northern,  Antiquaries, 
4  vols.;  Iioxhurghe  Club  P  ublicalious,  7  vols.;  Proceedings  of 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  5  vols. ;  Proceedings  of  the 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  G  vols. ;  Proceedings  of  the  ISTew 
York  Historical  Society,  4  vols.;  New  Hampshire  Historical 
Society,  2  vols. ;  Long  Island  Historical  Society,  2  vols. ;  and 
Vermont  Historical  Society,  1  vol. 

To  the  Department  of  Genealogy,  there  have  been  added 
51  volumes,  making  that  interesting  collection  now  aggregate 
304  vols.;  2£>  vols., 'in  Bibliography,  swelling  the  total  of  that 
department  to  180  vols.;  75  vols,  on  Local  American  History; 
51  on  the  Revolutionary  War;  15  on  the  North  American  In- 
dians, besides  the  works  already  enumerated  devoted  to  their 
languages ;  10  on  the  Rebellion;  38  vols,  of  American  mag- 
azines, ami  11  copies  of  the  Bible  and  New  Testament  in 
foreign  languages. 

Cyclopedia  and  Reference  Department. — There  have 
been  added:  Encyclopedia  Perlhensis,  23  vols.;  Edinburgh 
Encyclopedia,  18  vols,  quarto;  the  American  Encyclopedia ,  13 
vols.;  and  a  new  volume  of  Applet  on  8  Annual. 

The  sources  from  which  the  book  donations  have  been  de- 
rived are: 

The  British  Government,  Patent  Office  234  vols,,  Rolla 
Office,  160  vols.,  of  which  no  wen1  quartos,  together  B(M  vols.  J 
Interior  Department,  Washington,  through  the  efforts  of  lion. 
David  Atwood,  complete  aets  of  Senate  and  House  Docc 
ments,  fnnn  the  ootumen&ement  of  the  30th  Congress  to  the 
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present  time,  320  vols.,  of  which  22  were  quartos,  and  to  be 
regularly  continued  hereafter;  Boston  Public  Library,  130 
vols.;  State  of  Wisconsin,  00  vols.,  besides  a  large  number  for 
exchanges;  Hon.  T.  O.  Howe,  20  vols.;  Hon.  D.  Atwood, 
24  vols.;  Dr.  E.  Jarvis,  12  vols.;  D.  Fisher,  a  valuable  set 
of  Querard's  Dictionaire  Bibliogra phiqm,  1828-43,  10  vols.; 
Rev.  S.  Reynolds,  editions  of  the  Bible  in  foreign  languages, 
10  vols.;  Hon.  AT.  H.  Carpenter,  10  vols.;  A.  Hawley,  10 
vols. ;  Jos.  Sabin  &  Sons,  9  vols. ;  Hon.  LI.  Breese  and  State 
of  Maine,  each  7  vols. ;  R.  Blanchard  and  J.  S.  Ilomans,  : 
each  6  vols. ;  Robert  Clarke,  5  vols.,  of  which  3  are  of  his 
valuable  Ohio  Valley  series  of  pioneer  history;  Gen.  W.  H. 
H.  Davis,  4;  Prof.  W.  F.  Allen,  AV.  P.  Garrison,  C.  N. 
Holden,  and  Regents  of  New  York  University,  3  each — 
one  of  the  volumes  from  Mr.  Holden  being  a  superb  work  of 
Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Leading  Men  of  Chicago,  illus- 
trated with  111  photographs;  E.  T.  Corwin,  W.  A.  Croffut, 
Prof.  J.  E.  .Davis,  L.  C.  Draper,  D.  S.  Durrie,  L.  Fair- 
child,  W.  C.  Fowler,  Dr.  S.  A.  Greene,  E.  D.  Harris, 
Prof.  J.  W.  Hoyt,  J.  G.  Shea,  E.  Sanford,  J.  Wingate 
Thornton,  Chicago  Historical  Society,  and  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, 2  each;  J.  P.  Prendergast,  a  copy  each  of  the  two 
editions  of  his  able  work  on  the  Cromwellian  Settlement  in 
Ireland;  and  one  volume  each  from  W.  S.  Apple  ton, 
Atwood  &  Culver,  IT.  S.  Baird,  N.  M.  Baker,  J.  F. 
BoWnei  Dr.  Brinton,  late  Hon.  A.  J.  Craig,  lion.  John 
Catlin,  C.  P.  Chapman,  Hon.  E.  Cornell,  N.  E.  Ed- 
wards, D.  W.  Fqwler,  Dr.  E.  J.  Forster,  T.  W.  Field, 
W.  IT.  Gray,  Capt.  W.  F.  Goodwin,  E.  TI.  Goas,  Dr.  A. 
Ghirardini,  J.  F,  Hunnewell,  A.  A.  Humphrey,  Rev.  L 
Jennings,  A.  Lawronee,  Rev.  J.  Lawrence,  L  A.  Lap- 
ham,  L.  Llwyfo,  Loring  &  Atkinaon,  Marder  &  Luse, 
C.  C.  Martin,  W.  H.  Morgan,  YYm.  Paltfield,  Capt  Q,  11. 
Preble,  J.  E.  Price,  S.  P>.  Hobinson,  M.  A.  SnYkney, 
Rev.  G.  M.  Steele,  Rev.  Dr.  M.  Srhuvler,  John  Tagg,  Airs. 
W.  II.  Tucker,  A.  P.  Waiuerd,  R.  Winkoop,  Hon.  <\  H. 
Walker,    Rev.   bymaii    Whiting,    T.    II.    Winne,  Albany 
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Institute,  Chicago  Franklin  Society,  Coast  Survey  Bureau, 
Connect icut  Historical  Society,  Xew  York  Hoincepathic  So- 
ciety, and  Wisconsin  Agricultural  Society. 

Pamphlet  Editions  and  Donors 

The  additions  of  the  year  to  this  department  have  heen 
larger  than  usual,  except  on  a  few  extraordinary  occasions, 
and  they  have  heen  of  a  very  desirable  character.  Lord  Mac- 
auley,  the  great  historian  of  England,  said  that  while  it  would 
he  impossible  to  find  books  on  many  subjects,  there  is  no  sub- 
ject however  trivial,  on  which  you  would  not  find  a  tract  or 
pamphlet.  Pur  pamphlet  department  furnishes  many  an  evi- 
dence of  the  justness  of  this  remark;  and  since  our  collection 
is  grouped  together  by  subjects,  and  we  have  commenced  the 
important  work  of  having  them  substantially  bound,  they  will 
prove  not  only  more  accessible,  bnt  far  more  useful. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  512  pamphlets  purchased, 
of  a  select  and  historical  character,  mostly  relating  to  town  cen- 
tennial addresses,  Indian  affairs,  etc.,  while  the  donors  of  the 
year  have  been : 

Hon.  T.  0.  Howe,  203;  Rev.  EL  0  Sheldon,  130;  Hon. 
David  Atwood,  93;  Dr.  S.  A.  Greene,  53;  New  York  State 
Library,  42;  L.  C.  Draper,  34;  Hon.  LI.  Brecse,  20;  Joel 
Munseil,  23;  Hon.  M.  II.  Carpenter,  22;  Dr.  E.  Jams* 
21;  Gov.  L.  Pairehild  and  Hon.  P.  Sawyer,  20  each; 
Fred  A.  Whitney,  19;  J.  H.  Teseli,  10;  W,  P.  Lnnl,  14; 
Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railway,  12;  D.  S.  Durrie,  9;  D. 
B.  Hicks,  8 ;  Rev.  J.  C.  C.  Clark,  5 ;  Chicago  Historical  So- 
ciety, J.  B.  Eugene,  Robert  Clarke,  A.  U.  Futon,  R. 
Blanchard   mid   Gen.   E.    J.   Porter,   4   e*cllj    Ptot    \Y.  V. 

Allen,  W.  A.  Croffut,  Hon.  IT.  1).  Barron  and  Licking 
County  (Ohio)  Historical  Society,  3  each;  E.  P.  Dorr,  Iowa 
Historical  Society,  Minnesota  Historical  Society,  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  Rev.  Dr.  lb-own.  Key.  Dr,  W. 
S.  Perry,  Major  A.  II.  Latoiir,  Misa  A.  M.  rTemen- 
way,  Hon.  C.  1.  Walker,  N.  K.  Historical  and  Gtanea 
logical   Society,  0.    N.   llolden,   Samuel    Park   and  Mil- 
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waukee  aiicl  Prairie  du  Cliicn  Railway,  2  each;  and  one  each 
from  P.  F.  llunnewell,  E.  M.  Leland,  Rev.  0.  H.  Rich- 
ards, Rev.  Mr.  Grout,  Miss  E.  G.  Jay,  Geo.  Clarke,  Geor- 
gia Historical  Society,  Albany  Y.  M.  Association,  New  York 
State  Library,  I).  Y.  Rilgore,  J.  L.  Williams,  Peabody  Insti- 
tute of  Baltimore,  Ex-Gov.  Win.  "Walker,  J.  M.  Drake,  Hon. 
A.  Rawson,  Pev.  Dr.  T.  AV.  Chambers,  Rev.  Dr.  Pahlman, 
Boston  Pnblie  Library,  L.  E.  Mills,  Hon.  C  Allen  and  Lev. 
E.  If.  Stone. 

British  Government  Publications 

Having  heretofore  spoken  of  the  great  value  of  the  British 
Patent  Office  Reports  in  stimulating  the  inventive  genius  of 
our  people,  it  is  not  necessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  subject  in 
connection  with  the  2?A  added  volumes  to  the  department — 
making  altogether  in  that  collection,  with  index  vqlutnes  of 
subjects  and  references,  all  bound,  and  upon  our  shelves,  2,626 
volumes. 

The  162  volumes  of  Polls'  Office  Publications,  received  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  obtained  through  the  courtesy  of  Hon.  John 
Lothrop  Motley,  together  with  the  sixty-five  volumes  re- 
ceived from  the  same  ofliee  several  years  since — making  to- 
gether 2'27  volumes,  and  one  added  volume  by  purchase — de- 
serve more  than  a  mere  passing  notice.  Whatever  relates  to 
English  history,  her  polonies,  her  primitive  manners  and  cus- 
toms, and  the  genealogy  of  her  families,  has  an  intimate  rela- 
tion with  American  history,  genealogy  and  habit-  of  thought 
In  all  our  American  history  there  is  so  intimate  a  blending 
of  our  own  with  the  annals  of  the  fatherland,  that  our  growth 
and  progress  cannot  be  properly  aelitocated  without  constant 
reference  to  these  blending  relation-.  To  trace  these  to  their 
original  sources,  we  must  necessarily  resort  to  these  Record 

Publications  of  Great  Britain,  published  and  disseminated  by 

her  munificent  liberality.  These  records  extend  as  far  bach  as 
the  fifth  century,  and  relate  to  English  history,  public  records, 
ancient,  laws  and  jurisprudence  of  England,  [reland,  Scotland 

and  Wales,  dome-lie  habits  and  CUStOina  of  the  people,  (  arly 
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chronicles  and  ecclesiastical  records,  colonial  affairs,  and  upon 
almost  every  subject  of  public  policy  pertaining  to  all  the  great 
historic  periods  of  Great  Britain.  We  cannot  sufficiently  ex- 
press Our  high  appreciation  of  these  invaluable  records,  and  of 
our  gratitude  to  the  British  Government  for  them. 

Newspaper  Department 

To  the  1,547  volumes  of  bound  newspaper  files  we  reported 
last,  year,  we  have  added  M  volumes — but  one  of  the  number 
published  in  the  last  century — making  the  present  total  num- 
ber j, 001  volumes,  of  which  three  were  printed  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  153  in  the  eighteenth,  and  the  remainder  in  the 
present  century. 

This  department  is  one  of  the  very  best  in  the  country,  and 
unquestionably  the  largest  anywhere  to  be  found  west  of  the 
Alleghanies.  Its  value  and  importance  are  constantly  becoming 
more  and  more  apparent.  Nothing  keeps  up  with,  and  coin- 
cides so  much  with  the  spirit  of  the  times  as  newspapers,  and 
the  next  age,  to  get  the  best  idea  of  the  present,  need  not  re- 
sort, to  histories,  but  to  files  of  old  newspaper.-.  If  they  do 
not  get  the  facts  altogether  ungarblcd,  nevertheless  they  will 
get  the  tone,  the  under  current  of  feeling,  which  is  essential  to 
understand  fully  any  history,  and  which  will  teach  far  more 
than  the  mere  detail  of  facts.  They  will  thus  serve  in  the  fu- 
ture the  same  purpose,  as  respects  this  age,  as  the  private 
journals  of  the  last  several  centuries  now  serve  as  respects  that 
primitive  period. 

We  are  in  regular  receipt  of  SO  newspaper  publications  of 
Wisconsin,  and  1)  from  other  States— of  which  7  are  dailies; 
we  also  receive  one  quarterly,  ten  monthlies,  find  one  semi- 
monthly. These  together  form  an  Invaluable  addition  to  our 
periodical  department. 

Map  and  Atlas  Department 

From  Rufus  Blanehard  we  have  received  :i  map  «•!'  the 
western  pari  of  the  United  States  in  1795,  a  map  of  the  I  oited 

States  18G4,  and  N  maps  of  the  Western  State-;  from  Col.  J. 
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W.  Barlow,  U.  S.  A.,  45  maps  of  battle-fields  of  the  late  war, 
an  interesting  and  valuable  collection;  from  L.  C.  Draper,  5 
maps  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  1735-00;  from 
Jos.  Sabin  &  Sons,  a  R.  R.  map  of  England  and  Scotland,  and 
a  map  of  Liverpool;  a  map  of  Maryland,  1732,  and  a  map  of 
Virginia,  1735,  purchased — making  the  addition  of  the  year 
70,  and  the  total  present  number  of  maps  and  atlases,  501. 

Expansion — New  Gallery 

In  our  last  report,  mention  was  made  of  the  new  gallery 
Governor  Fairchild  had  ordered  for  the  east  room  of  the  Li- 
brary, and  that  it  required  no  prophetic  vision  to  anticipate 
that  another  within  a  year  or  two  would  become  as  imperative 
a  necessity.  The  steady  increase  of  all  the  departments  re- 
quired further  shelving  capacity,  and  the  Governor  promptly 
directed  a  gallery  and  shelving  in  the  west  room,  to  correspond 
with  the  other.  This  gives  us  room  for  some  4,000  additional 
volumes.  It  will  not  probably  'be  very  long  before  we  shall  be 
clamoring  for  more  shelves  for  our  accumulating  stores  of  his- 
toric lore  and  literary  wealth. 

Cataloguing  the  Library 

The  Librarian  and  assistant  have  accomplished  large  and 
gratifying  results  in  the  important  work  of  cataloguing  the 
Library.  Besides  a  large  number  of  books,  some  9,000  pam- 
phlets have  been  catalogued  during  the  year,  and  the  volumes 
in  which  they  have  been  bound,  or  the  cover-  in  which  tem- 
porarily placed,  properly  indexed.  The  work  of  cataloguing 
pamphlets  lias  been  assigned  to  Mi  S3  Durrie,  and  sbe  has  not 

only  performed  the  labor  with  painstaking  faithfulness,  but. 
has  accomplished  considerably  more,  upon  an  average  daily, 
than  is  ordinarily  done  by  those  engaged  in  similar  work. 

The  need  of  a  printed  catalogue  is  too  apparent  t<>  require 
an  array  of  facts  and  arguments.  With  Blicll  :i  help,  anv  in- 
vest  igator,  any  legislative  committee,  seeking  fact-  on  an  v 
given  subject,  would  be  able  at  once  to  3ee  wbat  tbc  Library 
possessed  in  that   line.     It   would   prow  an  invaluahL  aid— 
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such  an  one  as  no  considerable  public  library  can  ever  dis- 
pense with;  and  wo  trust  the  Legislature  will  authorize  its 
preparation  for  early  publication. 

The  Society's  Reports  and  Collections 

It  will  become  the  duty  of  the  Society  to  ask  the  Legislature 
to  so  change  the  present  law,  authorizing  the  publication  of 
its  Reports  and  Collections,  that  instead  of  issuing,  as  at 
present,  a  part  of  150  pages  a  year,  we  may  publish  a  volume 
every  alternate  year.  Our  historical  accumulations,  since  issu- 
ing the  fifth  volume  in  1808,  are  already  more  than  sufficient 
for  a  new  volume — probably  enough  for  two  volumes;  and, 
we  may  add,  they  embrace  materials  of  the  highest  historical 
interest  to  our  State  and  people. 

The  Gallery  of  Art 

There  has  been  but  a  single  new  oil  portrait  added  to  the 
gallery  the  past  year — that  of  Capt.  Gilbert  Knapp,  the  pio- 
neer settler  of  Racine,  and  one  of  the  early  lawgivers  of  the 
Territory.  .  It  is  a  good  painting,  executed  by  Thurston 
Black,  of  Detroit,  and  presented  by  Capt.  Knapp.  There 
are  now  seventy-four  oil  paintings  in  the  gallery.  But  in  the 
sister  department  of  sculpture  we  have  been  favored  with  an 
interesting  and  valuable  marble  bust  of  lion.  Alexander 
Mitchell,  of  Milwaukee — one  who  lias  done  much  for  the 
substantial  growth  and  prosperity  of  Wisconsin,  in  pioneering 
some  of  the  most  important  enterprises  and  improvements,  not 
only  linking  together  all  portions  of  our  own  Stale,  but  reach- 
ing out  the  arms  of  improvement  to  the  newer  States  and  Ter- 
ritories of  the  boundless  west.  Such  men  are  public  benefac- 
tors, and  deserve  to  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance.  Of  tins 
work  of  art,  we  cannot  better  speak  than  by  adopting  the  Lan- 
guage of  Maj.  J.  O.  Culver: 

"It  came  directly  from  Rome,  It  is  the  finest  Carrara  mar- 
ble, and  fresh  from  the  chi-d  of  V.  Ik  [ves,  an  American 
Sculptor  well  known   in  art  circle-,  and  to  the.  admirers  of 

sculpture  in  this  countrj  and  in  Europe.   We  recall  the  names 
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of  none  of  his  works  save  'Ariadne/  an  ideal  bust  of  that 
most  unlucky  daughter  of  a  king;  a  statue  of  'Flora/  and  a 
statue  of  'Undine/  which  was  exhibited  in  St.  Louis  in  1863, 
is,  we  believe,  one  of  his  works. 

"The  bust  of  Mr.  Mitchell  is  mounted  on  a  pedestal  of 
clouded  marble,  with  a  revolving  top,  which  the  spectator  can 
turn  at  will,  and  thus  secure  the  proper  light.  The  position 
given  the  head  is  dignified,  easy,  and  so  natural  that  the  feat- 
ure- are  life-like.  For  fidelity  of  expression,  clearly  repre- 
senting the  subject,  so  far  as  can  be  done  in  marble,  as  well  as 
for  completeness  of  conception  and  finish,  we  think  it  will  re- 
ceive the  praise  of  the  critical  and  appreciative.  We  can  see 
that  full  development  of  brain,  of  the  perceptive  faculties,  the 
.expression  of  firmness  that  have  made  Mr.  Mitchell  what  he 
is  to-day.  Not  only  the  outward  semblance,  but  the  index  of 
the  mind  is  here  revealed  to  the  careful  student — in  the  finest 
of  Carrara  marble,  pure  in  color  and  delicately  transparent. 
It  is  a  substantial  and  costly  present,  which  is  highly  valued 
by  the  Society." 

Cabinet  Additions 

The  following  have  been  received  : 

Antiquities. — A  Hint  arrow  head,  from  A.  E.  Terry,  Prim- 
rose j  a  piece  of  oak  from  Independence  Hall,  Philadelphia, 
from  S.  L.  Chase. 

Autographs,  etc. — MS.  sermon  of  Rev.  Tames  Swain, 
of  Wonham,  Mass.,  Dee.  4,  1755,  from  lion.  C».  (i.  Swain; 
MB.  love  letter  of  Eliaha  Paddock,  dated  Boston,  Sept  5, 
I7f)!>,  neatly  framed,  from  N.  W.  Fuller;  facsimile  of  a  will 
of  Thos.  Bradbury,  1 09.%  from  Capt,  W,  V.  Goodwin;  a 
writ,  of  a  North  Carolina  Court,  dated  Nov,  10,  1769,  from 
lion.  ~\T.  M.  Poyee;  an  inspection  return,  of  Capt  B,  P. 
Pierce's  eompjiny  of  P.  S.  artillery,  ;i(  Mackinaw,  in  L817, 
from  Mrs.  FT.  S.  Baird;  census  return  taken  in  1880,  of  the 
bends  of  all  families  in  Prown  county,  Michigan,  then  embrac- 
ing half  of  the  territory  of  the  prefioni  Stale  of  WPe.m-in,  from 
lion.  H.  S.  Baird. 
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Indian  Curiosities. — A  red  clay  pipe,  used  by  the  Win- 
nebago chief  Dandy,  from  Hon.  J.  T.  Kingston. 

Natural  History  Specimens. — A  section  of  Mexican 
cactus,  from  Ft.  Craig,  Kew  Mexico,  from  E.  C.  Abby;  cal- 
careous tufa,  from  Stillwater,  Minn.,  from  W.  S.  Seavey;  fib- 
rous roots  of  an  apple  tree  which  had  penetrated  the  wall  of 
.a  cistern  in  Janesville,  from  J.  S.  Parker. 

Paper  Money,  Coin,  etc. — Eight  Continental  bills,  issued 
in  177o-7l),  fr<vu  Hon.  Stephen  Taylor;  French  Assignat, 
1792,  from  Prof.  B.  E.  George;  $5  bill,  Lancaster  Bank,  Pa., 
and  $2,  Commercial  Bank,  Perth  Amboy,  E".  J.,  from  Hon.  N. 
Brick;  $100  Confederate  bond,  Hon.  iST.  Beach;  $5,  Union 
Bank,  Monticello,  j^.  Y.,  from  E.  B.  Eiee;  ein  rich  thaler,  sil- 
ver, from  Hon.  E.  E.  Davis,  a  silver  three  cent  piece,  Victoria, 
and  an  Austrian  three  cent  piece,  from  Charles  Willis,  and 
17  U.  S.  and  Canadian  copper  coin. 

Photographs.— Photographs  of  six  surviving  soldiers  of 
the  War  of  IS  12,  now  residents  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature,  by  Hon.  J.  E.  Crocker;  photograph 
of  Gov.  Eaircliikl,  and  frame,  and  of  the  Legislature;  of  Wis- 
consin, of  1S70,  from  E.  E.  Curtiss. 

War  Relics. — Lithograph  of  South  Carolina  Ordinance  of 
Secession,  from  Capt.  IT.  A.  Chase;  signatures  of  Confederate 
Generals,  from  I).  Holt;  two  iron  shells  from  battle-field  of 
Shiloh,  from  Hon.  E.  W.  Reyes;  a  coffee-cup,  of  pottery  ware, 
used  during  the  Avar  in  a,  hotel  at  Little  Bock,  Ark.,  from  Mr,-. 
W.  J.  Gordon. 

Miscellaneous. — An  octavo  sized  Bible,  printed  m  L829, 
on  which  Gov.  Dodge  and  the  U.  S.  Territorial  Judges  were 
sworn  into  bffice,  in  1836,  from  J.  S.  Homer*  arm-  of  Good- 
win and  Bradbury  families,  from  Capt.  W«  K.  Goodwin; 
steel  engraving  of  Rev.  Stephen  Peet,  from  bis  daught<  r, 
Mi.-s  Martha  Peet;  Hubbard  Family  Ancestral  Register, 
two  sheets  and  two  circulars,  from  E.  Hubbard;  an  ingen- 
iously construeted  model  of  a  derrick  and  machinery  iot  drill- 
ing oil  wells  in  Pennsylvania,  with  a  variety  of  specimen   i  I 
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sand  rock  found  at  various  depths  at  Shauiburg,  Venango  Co., 
Pa.,  from  E.  C.  Bell. 

A  beautiful  and  clear  wax  impression  of  the  broad  seal  of 
gold,  two  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  taken  from  Charles 
the  Bold,  of  Burgundy,  with  other  spoils,  at  the  battle  of 
Granson,  Switzerland,  in  1477,  which  is  preserved  in  the  Li- 
brary at  Lucerne,  beautifully  cut,  and  as  bright  as  if  just 
made;  a  copy  of  a  printed  parole  which  the  French  officers 
signed,  who  surrendered  to  the  Prussians  at  Strasbourg,  dur- 
ing the  autumn  past,  obtained  at  Gen.  Werder's  headquar- 
ters; a  copy  of  the  first  newspaper  issued  in  Strasbourg,  after 
its  surrender  to  the  Prussians,  dated  Oct.  2,  1S70;  and  the 
charred  fragments  of  a  piece  of  a  page  of  a  book,  picked  up 
from  the  ruins  of  the  great  Library  of  Strasbourg,  all  from 
Hon.  Horace  jRublee.  In  connection  with  the  wax  impres- 
sion of  the  seal  of  Charles  the  Bold,  Mr.  Rublee  writes : 

"The  Librarian  of  the  Library  of  Lucerne  took  the  impres- 
sion and  gave  it  to  me,  which  I  transmit  to  the  State  Histori- 
cal Society.  The  batik  of  Granson,  you  will  remember,  where 
the  gold  medal  was  taken  from  Charles  the  Bold,  was  fought 
some  years  before  the  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus. 
Many  of  the  spoils  there  taken  are  still  preserved.  Here  in 
Berne  we  have  Charles'  best  velvet  cloak,  a  pair  of  his  shoes, 
the  tapestry  of  his  tent — very  curious.  The  Librarian  who 
gave  me  this  impression  told  me  that  his  grand  father  was  Li- 
brarian when  the  French  troops  took  Lucerne,  in  170S,  and 
saved  the  seal  by  throwing  it  behind  the  shelves  of  books. 
Afterwards  he  could  not  remember  the  precise  place  where  he 
had  thrown  it,  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  he  lUCOeeded  in 
finding  it.  The  incident  shows  one  of  the  characteristics  of 
the  people  here,  the  grandson  holding  to-day  the  3ame  position 
that  his  father  and  grandfather  held  before  him. 

"I  thought  of  yon  recently  in  visiting  a  library  at  St.  Call, 

in  Switzerland,  and  of  the  pleasure  it  would  give  you  to  ex- 
amine the  magnificent  collection  of  manuscripts  it  oontains. 
It  was  founded  by  the  abbots  of  St.  Gall,  and  still  belongs  to 
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the  Catholics.  There  is  still  preserved  a  catalogue  of  books 
made  in  the  eighth  century,  and  some  400  MSS.  mentioned  in 
it  are  vet  in  the  Library.  It  also  includes  many  manuscripts 
of  the  middle  ages,  some  of  them  exquisitely  illuminated. 

"I  trust  the  Historical  Society  continues  to  prosper,  and 
that  the  people  of  Madison,  and  of  the  State,  will  never  cease 
to  take  a  lively  interest  in  promoting  its  welfare/' 

Necessity  for  Endowments 

With  the  expansion  of  population,  and  the  increase  of  edu- 
cational facilities,  w.e  find  a  steady  increase  in  the  demand  for 
books  for  reference  purposes.  This  fact  should  stimulate  the 
friends  of  the  Society  to  secure  endowment  funds, — at  least  a 
Binding  and  a  General  Fund; — for  while  the  State  has  most 
liberally  increased  its  annual  appropriation  to  the  Society,  yet 
we  stand  sadly  in  need  of  endowments,  to  furnish  us  Avith  ad- 
ditional means  of  usefulness.  Our  Binding  Fund  is  very  slowly 
increasing — its  very  smallness  ought  to  appeal  to  the  generos- 
ity of  our  friends  to  render  it  at  once  a  source  of  substantial 
benefit.  While  we  hope  our  friends  will  remember  the  Soci- 
ety in  the  way  of  bequests  and  legacies,  we  yet  earnestly  en- 
treat those  who  can,  to  mahe  benefactions  to  this  fund  without 
delay,  and  have  the  gratification  of  seeing  its  good  fruits  while 
yet  sojourning  on  the  shores  of  Time. 

The  Society's  Prosperity 

It,  is  but  proper  to  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  the  Society 
was  never  in  so  prosperous  a  condition — and  never  imparting 
so  many  benefits  as  now.  The  Library  additions  have  been 
large,  varied  and  of  unusual  importance,  We  have  during  the 
past  year,  for  the  first,  commenced  a  systematic  course  oi  bind- 
ing pamphlet.-  and  documents,  which,  including  some  histori- 
cal and  scientific  work-,  magazine-,  ncwspap*  r  files  and  British 
Pat'en'i  Qjfice  Reports,  have  reached  817  volumes,  A  m  w 
gallery  and  shelving  have  been  added;  and  a  fine  oa  e  for  the 
war  flRgs  of  our  State  has  been  provided,  in  which  to  prt 
these  interesting  relies  from  dust  and  injury.    Our  collection 
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has  been  enriched  by  the  addition  of  a  marble  bust  of  one  of 
our  Society's  Vice  Presidents,  and  one  of  the  State's  most  hon- 
ored and  useful  citizens,  and  the  Legislature  gave  an  order  to 
Wisconsin's  promising  young  sculptor,  E.  P.  Knowles,  to  ex- 
ecute a  bust  of  our  pioneer  Governor  Dodge.  And  last,  not 
least,  the  Legislature,  having  increased  the  annual  appropria- 
tion to  the  Society,  enables  us  to  supply  many  works  of  rare 
merit,  prosecute  the  cataloguing  of  the  Library  with  augmented 
force,  and  procure  the  much-needed  binding  of  several  hundred 
volumes  of  books,  pamphlets  and  periodicals.  For  these  man- 
ifold evidences  of  prosperity  and  usefulness,  let  us  thank  God 
and  take  courage. 
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Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Executive  Committee 

Submitted  January  2,  1S72 

Your  Secretary,  at  the  meeting  for  the  reorganization  of  this 
Society,  in  January,  1854,  when  it  had,  after  five  years  pf  ef- 
forts, or  rather  with  putting  forth  scarcely  any  effort,  secured 
hut  fifty  volumes,  suggested  that,  with,  proper  union  and  ener- 
gy, he  thought  the  Society  might  hope  to  secure  an  annual  in- 
crease of  500  volumes.  It  is  not  strange  that  the  suggestion 
was  regarded  as  somewhat  wild  and  chimerical ;  yet  those 
who  participated  in  that  meeting  seemed  quite  willing  tacitly 
to  say,  "we'll  try."  - 

At  the  end  of  the  first  year  we  reported  2,050  volumes  and 
documents,  and  then  secured  rooms  in  a  church  basement  for 
our  hotter  accommodation,  where  we  remained  eleven  years; 
whence,  in  January,  1SGG,  our  21,000  volumes  and  documents 
were  transferred  to  these  ampler  and  more  fitting  apartments. 
During  the  six  years  of  our  sojourn  here,  the  Library  has 
steadily  augmented  till  it  now  numbers  over  50,000  volumes 
and  documents. 

These  rich  results  of  eighteen  years'  efforts  arc  sufficiently 
gratifying  to  us  all,  and  all  the  more  so,  when  we  compare 
these  results  with  those  of  some  of  the  older  and  most  sm-.v— - 
ful  kindred  institutions  of  our  country.  The  Mtssactlttsett* 
Historical  Society,  founded  in  1791,  has  about  50,000  volumes 
and  pamphlets  as  the  fruits  of  eighty  years'  Labors.  The  Ne^ 
York  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1804,  and  aOTt  sixty-eight 
years  in  existence,  had  35,000  volumes  several  years  ago,  and 
has  since  considerably  increased  its  collections*  The  American 
Antiquarian  Society  has  accumulated  during  the  Bixty  years 
sinco  it  was  founded,  in  18.12,  over  50,000  volumes,  besides  I 
largo  collection  of  pamphlets.    The  Pennsylvania  Historical 
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Society,  founded  in  1 825,  lias  in  its  forty-seven  years'  labors, 
gathered  15,000  volumes,  and  75,000  pamphlets. 

The  average  increase  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Socie- 
ty,  the  pioneer  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  has  been 
625  volumes,  while  ours,  since  its  reorganization,  has  averaged 
2,800;  and,  during  the  past  six  years,  but  little  short  of  5,000 
annually. 

Financial  Condition — Binding  Fund 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  the  receipts  of  the  year  into 
the  General  Fund,  including  the  small  balance  on  hand,  to 
have  been  $3,740.64,  and  the  disbursements  $3,648.35,  leaving 
an  unexpended  balance  of  $08.20.  Of  this  expenditure, 
$699.92  were  for  cataloguing  the  Library,  freight  charges,  and 
incidental  expenses;  while  $2,948.43  Were  expended  for  books, 
magazines,  reviews,  newspapers,  and  binding — all  tending  di- 
rectly to  augment  and  improve  the  Library  in  all  its  depart- 
ments. 

Last  year  the  Binding  Fund  was  reported  at  $458.07.  Dur- 
ing the  year,  two  Life  Membership  fees,  of  $20  each,  from 
Gen.  James  Sutherland  and  Chandler  P.  Chapman,  a  do- 
nation of  $25  from  S.  Alofsen,  Esq.,  of  New  Jersey,  a  faith- 
ful friend  of  the  Society,  the  sale  of  some  duplicate  books,  the 
annual  dues,  and  accrued  interest,  have  increased  this  fund  to 
$656.38. 

Library  Additions 

The  book  additions  of  the  year  have  been  1,211,  of  which 
335  were  by  donation,  and  87r>  by  purchase  the  largest  num- 
ber by  purchase  in  any  one  year  of  the  Society^  existence ; 
and  3,780  pamphlets  and  documents,  of  which  1,770  were  by 
donation  and  exchange,  ami  2,010  by  purchase— making  the 
total  additions  of  books  and  pamphlets,  5,000.  Of  the  book 
additions,  4-6  wore  folios,  and  109  quartos-  making  a  total  of 
1,717  folios  now  in  the  Library,  and  2,184  quartos,  and  3,901 
folios  and  qiiartos  tog<  ther. 
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Progressive  Library  Increase 

The  past  and  present  condition  of  the  Library  is  shown  in 
the  following  table: 


Date. 


1854,  Jan.  1  

1855,  Jan.  2  

1856,  Jan.  1  

1857,  Jan.  G  

1858,  Jan.  1  

1859,  Jan.  4  

18G0,  Jan.  3  

1861,  Jan.  2  

1862,  Jan.  2  

1863,  Jan.  2  

1864,  Jan.  2  

1865,  Jan.  3  

1866,  Jan.  2  

1867,  Jan.  3  

1868,  Jan.  4  

1869,  Jan.  1  

1870,  Jan.  4  

1871,  Jan.  3  

1872,  Jan.  2  


Additions  and  Donors 

The  book  additions  have  been  largely  of  an  important 
character,  many  of  them  works  not  often  found,  and  others  so 
extensive  and  costly  as  to  prevent  their  purchase  by  indi- 
viduals; and  thus  they  find  their  appropriate  place  in  a  public 
collection,  where  all  can  freely  consult  them.  Another  pecu- 
liarity of  the  additions  of  the  past  year,  is  an  unusually  largo 
proportion  of  works  relating  to  the  early  history,  science  and 
genealogy  of  Great  Britain — the  land  of  most  of  (Hit  fore- 
fathers, and  with  which  our  own  history  and  genealogy  an  10 
intimately  blended,  and  all  our  investigations  in  this  direction 
must  necessarily  be  traced  to  the  standard  works  issued  by  the 

I   British  press,  many  of  them  on  a  large  nnd  almost  exhaustive 

|   scale,  within  (he  last  half  century. 

Among  the  more  important  additions  <>f  die  year,  the  fol- 
lowing may  be  enumerated:    Almon's  RtmBmbranetTt  IT  vol 


Volumes 
added. 

Documents 

and 
pamphlets. 

Both  together. 

Total  in 
Library. 

50 

50 

50 

1,000 

1,000 

2,000 

2,050 

1,065 

2,000 

3,0G5 

5,115 

1,005 

300 

1,305 

G.420 

1,021 

959 

1,938 

8,403 

1,107 

500 

1,007 

10,010 

1,800 

723 

2,528 

12,535 

837 

1,134 

1,971 

14,504 

G10 

711 

1,321 

]5,825 

514 

2,373 

2,917 

18,742 

218 

35G 

C04 

19,340 

520 

22G 

740 

20,0:<2 

3G8 

80G 

1,174 

21,2GG 

923 

2,811 

3,734 

25,000 

5,4G2 

1,043 

0,505 

31,505 

2,838 

G82 

3,520 

35,025 

923 

6,210 

7,1G3 

42,188 

1,970 

1,372 

3,312 

45,530 

1,211 

3,789 

5,000 

50,530 

23,505 

27,025 

50,530 
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limes,  complete,  London,  1775-84,  giving  the  documents  and 
reports  of  both  sides  of  our  Revolutionary  War,  a  work  of  great 
rarity  and  inestimable  value;  Christian  Examiner,  71  vol- 
umes, 1824-66 ;  Transactions  of  the  Society  for  the  Encourage- 
ment of  Arts,  Manufactures  and  Commerce,  45  volumes,  London, 
1806-27 ;  Transactions  of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science,  37  volumes,  complete,  1S35-G9;  Transactions 
of  the  British  Association  for  thePromotion  of  Social  Science,  13 
volumes,  complete,  1SG6-70;  Transactions  of  the  American  As- 
sociation for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  2  additional  volumes ; 
Archcvologia  Cambrensis,  or  Antiquities  of  Wales,  23  volumes; 
Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Boyal  Society  of  England,  12 
additional  volumes,  quarto;  Transactions  of  theRoyal Society  of 
Edinburgh,  10  volumes,  quarto;  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Soci- 
ety of  Antiquaries  of  New  Castle-on-Tyne,  10  volumes,  of  which 
4  volumes  are  quartos;  Transactions  of  the  Essex  Archaeological 
Society,  4  volumes ;  Surrey  A  rchaeological  Collect  ions,  3  volumes ; 
Camden  Society  Publications  ,1Q  additional  volumes  ;  Chambers's 
Encyclopedia,  10  volumes ;  Atlantic  Monthly,  20  volumes  ;  His- 
tory of  the  Revolutionary  War,  3  volumes,  Dublih,  1777-85, 
rare  ;  Mrs,  Warren's  History  of  the  American  Revolution,  3  vol- 
umes; Ramsay's  History  of  the  United  States,  3  volumes;  Barn- 
say's  History  of  South  Carolina,  2  volumes  ; Help's  Spanish  Con- 
quest of  America,  4  volumes;  Life  of  Samuel  Adams,  3  vol- 
umes; llommscn's  History  of  Rome,  4  volumes;  Dr.  Warren's 
Gigantcus  of  North  America,  1  vol.  quarto;  Natural  History  of 
Washington  Territory,  1  vol.,  quarto;  Eurmaus  Notes  on  Brook- 
lyn, 1  vol.,  quarto  ;  Gendron's  Hurons  in  New  France,  reprint  of 
original  of  16.60,  1  vol.  quarto;  Shea's  edition  of  Charh 
History  of  New  France,  vol.  5th,  quarto;  "Miller's  Description  of 
New  York  in  1695 ;  Norton's  Redeemed  Captive,  and  Capture  of 
Fort  Massachusetts,  1744-10,  quarto; Ferguson's  B<  1  h  I  ui  Tem- 
ples of  India,  quarto;  Present  State  of  Norlh  America,  t756} 
quarto;  French  and  English  Memorials  Concerning  Nova  Scotia 
and  St.  Lucia,  2  vols.,  quarto,  "1755;  Finley's  Journal  from 
Maine  to  Georgia,  1 773  1,  quarto ;  Earl  of  Sterling's  Narrative 
and  Genealogy,  quarto;  Geological  Survey  of  Illinois,  4th  vol., 
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quarto;  Fossils  of  Niagara  Limestone  at  Chicago,  quarto;  U.  S. 
Naval  Observatory,  quarto;  Smithsonian  Contributions,  contain- 
ing Morgan's  Systems  of  Consanguinity,  quarto ;  Atlas  of  U.  S. 
Geological  Survey,  quarto;  Congressional  Globe,  7  additional 
volumes,  quarto;  Scientific  American,  5  vols.,  quarto;  Baker 
and  Appjeton's  Genealogy,  quarto ;  Congressional  Documents, 
29  vols.;  Dictionary  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  1  vol.,  folio,  1778- 
]  a  tier  from  Silas  Chapman. 

Among  the  works  on  English  history,  antiquities,  bibliog- 
raphy and  genealogy  are  the  following,  in  folio  size:  Berry's 
County  Genealogies  of  Kent,  Hants,  Berkshire,  Buckingham- 
shire, Surrey  and  Hertfordshire,  4  vols. ;  Polwhele's  History  of 
Devonshire,  3  vols. ;  Runic  Monuments  of  Scandinavia  and  Eng- 
land, 2  vols.;  Domesday  Booh  of  Kent;  Natural  History  and 
Antiquities  of  Northamptonshire;  Fosbrooke's  History  of  Glou- 
cester; iloare's  History  Wiltshire;  Warne's  Celtic  Tumuli  of 
Dorset ;  History  and  Antiquities  of  North  Durham. 

And  the  following  works  on  the  same  subject  in  quarto 
size:  History  and  Antiquities  of  Buckinghamshire,  4  vols.; 
Memoirs  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  3  vols.;  Woodward's 
History  of  Wales,  2  vols.;  Baine's  History  of  Lancashire,  2 
vols. ;  Wright's  History  of  Essex,  2  vols. ;  Glover's  History  of 
Derby,  2  vols.;  Lower's  Worthies  of  Sussex,  1  vol.;  Paulson's 
Hilsory  and  Antiquities  of  Holderness  in  York,  2  vols.;  Bank's 
Baronies  in  Fee,  2  vols.;  Tourist  in  Wales;  Meyrick's  History 
and  Antiquities  of  Cardigan,  Wales.;  Malkin's  Antiquities  of 
South.  Wales;  SalliwelFs  Notes  on  North  Wales;  Excavations  of 
CJicvn icenl ;  Smith  Family  in  (trait  Britain;  Yorkshire  Libraryj 
History  of  County  of  Kent;  Tour  Through  the  Isle  of  Man  :  His- 
tory and  Antiquities  of  Exeter;  History  of  GoVi  nlry ;  Von,,  \  , 
Booh  of  Kent,  Essex  and  Sussex;  Berry's  History  of  Guernsey; 
Lyon's  Magna  Brittania,Cambridgesh  ire  ;( J  riffith's  Cheltenham ; 
Homo's  History  of  Rebellion  of  1 745 ; Pownal'a  RomanaofOaul ; 
Byrne's  Britannia  Depieia;  Surridge'a  Roman  Inscriptions  in 
Northumberland jHalliwell'a  WestOornwall  a  ml  Celtic  Remains; 
Records  of  the  Royal  Burgs  of  Scotland;  Wh  ite  Booh  of  Lond*  n  : 
Memorials  of  Birmingham;  History  and  Antiquities  of  Blythej 
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Remains  of  Pagan  Saxondom;  Chronicle  of  London,  1080  to 
9.463,  written  in  the  fifteenth  century;  Roman  Remains  of  Ald- 
horoughj  York;  Irving's  History  of  D unbar i o nsh ire,  with  ge- 
nealogical notices;  Archer  Genealogy  and  Brace  Genealogy. 

Of  the  same  class  are  the  following  in  octavo:  Cambrio- 
Britou,  3  volumes;  Cambrensis  Eversus,  early  Irish  History, 
3  volumes;  Leland's  History  of  Ireland 3  volumes;  James' 
Naval  History  of  Great  Britain,  G  volumes;  Hutchinson's 
History  and  Antiquities  of  Durham,  3  volumes;  Sharon  Tur- 
ner's History  of  Great  Britain,  12  volumes;  Proude's  His- 
tory  of  England,  12  volumes;  Topographer  and  Genealogist , 
3  volumes;  Allen's  History  of  York,  3  volumes;  Allen's  His- 
tory Surrey,  2  volumes;  Dryden's  History  of  Steeple  Acton, 
Oxfordshire ;  Lodge's  Peerage  of  Ireland,  2  volumes;  Lodge's 
British  Peerage,  3  volumes;  Domesday  Booh  of  Norfolk;  his- 
tories generally  of  Buckinghamshire,  Kent,  Oxfordshire,  Nor- 
thumberland and  Durham,  Lancaster,  Allertou,  Banbury, 
Arundel,  Cilgerron,  Cirencester,  Colchester,  Exeter,  Knolle, 
Isle  of  Man,  Malrusburg,  Rochester,  Scarborough,  Tiverton, 
and  others. 

Life  and  Times  of  Sir  Thomas  Graham;  Correspondence  of 
the  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  of  the  times  of  Queen  Anne; 
History  of  thd  Four  Conquests  of  England;  Court  and  Society 
from  Elizabeth  to  Anne;  James'  Life  and  Times  of  Louis  XIV; 
Autobiography  of  Cornelia  Knight;  Protectorate  of  Oliver 
CromweLl;  Life  and  Times  of  Lord  Cloncurry;  Memoirs  of  Vie 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  ;  Memoirs  of  Henry  the  Great  :  Lift  oj 
Sir  Samuel  Romilly ;  Life  of  Frederic  the  Second  King  of 
Prussia;  Life  and  Times  of  Sir  Christopher  Hal  ton;  Diary  of 
the  Times  of  Charles  the  Second;  Fix/land  under  the  R<  igM  of 
Edward  Sixth  and  Mary;  Court  of  Kin<j  James  the  First; 
Henry  of  Monmouth  ,  King  of  England  ;  Life  of  Hichard  ( 'flWir 
de  Leon  ;  Life  and  Times  of  Francis  the  First,  King  of  Franc*  : 
Elizabeth  and  Her  TimM,  These  several  additions  on  tho 
History,  Antiquities,  Bibliography,  Biography  and  Gcna 
of  Great  Britain,  number  207  volumes,  and  musl  1"*  regarded 
as  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our  Library. 
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To  the  Sewspaper  Department  have  been  added  39  volumes, 
of  which  six  were  published  in  the  last  century — the  Observer 
and  Ileliearsal,  London,  1704-11,  2  vols.,  folio;  and  Boston 
Chronicle,  and  Coluinbian  Ceniinel,  1791-9G,  1  vols.;  making 
the  total  number  of  bound  newspaper  files  in  our  collection 
1640;  of  which  three  were  published  in  the  seventeenth,  159 
in  the  eighteenth,  and  the  others  in  the  present  century. 

To  the  Atlas  and  Map  Department  have  been  added  Faden's 
American  Atlas,  1777,  folio;  Atlas  of  U.  S.  Geological  Survey, 
quarto ;  eighteen  maps  of  the  seat  of  war  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  from  May  1,  1861,  to  April  9,  IS 65,  from  Hon.  L. 
Eairchihl;  sectional  map  of  Illinois,  1869;  map  of  Illinois, 
1857;  Iowa,  1856;  Wisconsin,  1857,  and  Chicago,  1862,  from 
D.  II.  Wheeler;  sectional  map  of  Wisconsin,  township  map  of 
Wisconsin,  and  map  of  Forest  Home  Cemetery,  Milwaukee, 
from  Silas  Chapman;  map  of  Jackson,  Michigan,  187 J,  and 
view  of  the  city  of  Oshkosh,  1871,  from  W.  S.  Taylor;  map  of 
Waupaca  county,  from  C.  W.  Packard ;  map  of  western  Ore- 
gon, from  Switzer  &  Upton ;  and  ma])  of  railroad  property 
of  Prairie  du  Chien,  from  L.  Kellogg — total  33 ;  making  the 
present  number  of  maps  and  atlases,  531. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  Library  55  volumes  of  Amer- 
ican, and  16  of  English  magazines;  13  volumes  of  Bibliogra- 
phy; 12  on  Gcneaology  and  kindred  subjects;  6  1  on  Science; 
31  on  Philology;  12'  on  Agriculture;  126  on  Laws  and  Legis- 
lation, and  100  of  a  miscellaneous  character. 

To  the  Departments  of  American  Literature, History  and  Sci- 
ence have  been  added  21  volumes  on  ante-Pevolutionary  His- 
tory;  15  on  the  Pevolutionary  War;  81  since  the  Revolution; 
Local  Histories,  31;  on  American  History,  L8j  UistOfWtl  So- 
eities,  8;  War  of  1812,  7;  on  the  Rebellion,  13;  Biography, 
35;  on  Canada,  G ;  Genealogy,  10;  American  magazines,  55  j 
American  newspaper  files,  37;  Laws  ami  Legislation,  L26; 
Science1,  20;  Agriculture,  12;  Statistics  and  Miscellaneous, 
75— total,  583. 
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Pamphlet  Additions — Their  Utility 

The  pamphlet  additions  of  the  year  have  been  large  and 
varied — relating  to  history,  genealogy,  funeral  discourses,  sci- 
ence, education,  humanitarian  institutions,  and  many  other 
topics  of  public  interest.  From  a  cursory  view  of  such  a  col- 
lection, one  might  suppose  very  many  of  them  almost  worth; 
less.  Let  them,  however,  'be  carefully  classified  and  put  in 
their  proper  places,  and  some  day  our  students  and  investigat- 
ors will  find  important  uses  for  them.  ''Without  taking  into 
account  the  fact  that  we  may  be  mistaken  in  our  estimate,  and 
that  which  we  pronounce  worthless,  the  future  may  find  to  be 
of  unspeakable  value — without  taking  this  into  account,  the 
very  worthlessness  of  such  productions  may  be  a  fact,  which  it 
will  be,  at  some  time  most  important  to  know.  In  estimating 
the  effects  of  various  systems,  social,  political  or  intellectual, 
upon  the  mind  or  character,  the  discovery  of  some  obscure 
pamphlet,  written  under  certain  influences  which  may  be  under 
consideration,  will  oftentimes  prove  a  very  important  witness, 
and  throw  unexpected  light  upon  the  question  involved. 
Every  reflecting  reader  of  Buckle,  who  has  made,  perhaps, 
the  most  elaborate  attempt  to  treat  the  History  of  Civilization 
inductively,  must  have  noticed  how  constantly  he  appeals  to 
the  evidence  furnished  by  what  is  usually  considered  the  mere 
rubbish  of  our  great  libraries.  Upon  this  evidence,  thus  col- 
lected from  the  most  obscure  sources,  the  character  of  epochs 
is  in  a  great  measure  determined,  and  the  foundation  of  social 
systems  laid.  If  his  conclusions  are  not  always,  logically 
drawn,  or  his  theories  sound,  ho  has  still  Incidentally  estab- 
lished the  value,  at  least  in  bis  department  of  philosophical  his- 
tory, of  every  product  of  thought  in  every  age. ' 

What  is  trine  of  Buckle's  special  department,  is  equally 
true  of  other  departments  of  Science  and  Social  progress.  Some 
musty  bonk,  some  ohsoure  pamphlet,  may  contain  some  recorded 
observai  ion,  some  hint,  some  simple  fad,  some  singular  phenom- 
ena, that  the  earnest  seeker  after  trutb  will  appropriate,  and 
evolve  from  it,  the  secrel  of  a  natural  law  of  the  highest  im- 
portance ii»  the  human  race,    li   wag  because  Kepler  and 
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Newton,  Watt  and  Franklin,  Fulton  and  Morse,  were  able  to 
grasp  and  interpret  sneii  facts,  that  they  became  the  great  and 
useful  discoverers  they  were  to  their  race. 

Book  Donors. — State  of  Wisconsin,  58  vols.;  X.  Y.  State 
Library,  37;  Department  of  the  Interior,  29;  Boston  Public 
Library,  23;  Chicago  Historical  Society,  23;  Yale  College,  23; 
Joseph  Sabin  and  Sons,  20 ;  Iowa  Historical  Society,  12 ; 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  11 ;  Hon.  LI.  Breese,  10 ; 
Bobert  Clarke,  9;  Hon.  David  Atwood,  7;  Dr.  S.  A. 
Greene,  5 ;  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  1 ;  D.  H. 
Wheeler,  4;  Hon.  M.  H.  Carpenter,  3;  F.  A.  Holdcn,  3; 
J.  Leanuin,  3;  Maj.  0.  F.  B.  Waite,  3;  Chief  of  U.  S.  En- 
gineers, Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Hon.  IT.  D.  Barron, 
Gen.  J.  W.  DePeyster,  Dr.  F.  P.  Porcher,  Dr.  Ashbel 
Woodward,  Dr.  J.  W.  Hoyt,  T.  C.  Clarke,  G.  B.  Stebbins 
and  Ledyard  Bill,  2  volumes  each;  and  one  volume  each  from 
the  following:  State  of  Massachusetts,  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smithsonian  Institute,  LT.  S.  Naval  Observatory,  West- 
ern Beserve  Historical  Society,  Cincinnati  Public  Library, 
Boston  Congregational  Association,  Bev.  Bishop  F.  Schweinitz, 
Prof.  A.  W.  Worthen,  Win.  S.  Appleton,  Silas  Chapman, 
Dr.  Win.  Prescott,  Prof.  J.  D.  Butler,  Dr.  S.  M.  Smith,  Dr. 
W.  H.  Musscy,  Miss  E.  C.  Joy,  Hon.  James  Shaw,  W.  F. 
Poole,  B.  W.  Bayniond,  Beverly  Jefferson,  Richard  Lind- 
sley,  B.  A.  Baldwin,  S.  C.  Cox,  W.  S.  Taylor  and  IST.  Grif- 
fin. 

Pamphlet  Donors. — Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  600  ; 
Yale  College,  275;  "New  York  State  Library,  184;  Boston 
Congregational  Library  Association,  100;  Hon.  David  At- 
wood, 127;  Dr.  S.  A.  Greene,  09;  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Society,  3? ;  Lyman  C.  Draper,  32;  Chicago  Historical  Soci- 
ety, 28;  Prof.  W.  F.  Allen,  25;  Bobert  Clarke,  21;  Boa- 
ton  Idiotic  Children  Society,  "18;  Hon.  T.  O.  Howe,  16;  Re* 
S.  Reynolds,  13 ;  W.  P.  Garrison,  12;  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary, 10;  John  P>.  Perry,  0;  Joel  Munsell,  7;  Andover 
Theological  Seminary,  7;  Milwaukee  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
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and  Dr.  S.  Kneeland,  each  5 ;  Philadelphia  Numismatic  and 
Antiquarian  Society,  State  of  Wisconsin,  Milwaukee  and  St. 
Paul  Bailroad,  Dr.  Ashbel  Woodward,  and  Gov.  H.  Aus- 
tin, of  Minnesota,  4  each;  Pennsylvania'  Historical  Society, 
Hon.  L.  Breese,  Hon.  M.  H.  Carpenter,  Hon.  E.  C.  Win- 
throp,  Capt.  Geo.  H.  Preble,  and  Hon.  Jas.  Shaw,  3  each; 
New  York  Historical  Society,  Dr.  I.  A.  Lapham,  Eev.  C.  D. 
Bradlee,  Hon.  J.  H.  Eaton,  J.  G.  Thayer,  C,  II.  Winfield, 
G.  H.  Burrows,  and  D.  H.  WTheeler,  '1  each;  and  one  each 
from  Georgia  Historical  Society,  Vermont  Historical  So- 
ciety, Minnesota  Historical  Society,  Buffalo  Historical  Society, 
Harvard  College,  Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Hon.  II.  D.  Bar- 
ron, Gen.  J.  W.  De  Peyster,  Mrs.  F.  McN,  Potter,  Dr. 
Daniel  Eead,  W.  C.  Bryant,  J.  M.  Bundy,  J.  A.  Carswell, 
J.  M.  Dalzcll,  B.  F.  Duwell,  II.  H.  Edes,  E.  J.  Foster,  C. 
1L  Hart,  C.      Holden,  W.  J".  Langson,  and  T.  II.  Wynne. 

Picture  Gallery 

A  fine  portrait,  in  oil,  of  Hon.  Daniel  Wells,  painted  by 
C.  W.  Heyd,  in  elegant  gilt  frame,  also  a  photograph  of  Mr. 
Wells,  in  rosewood  frame,  from  Hon.  D.  Wells;  a  fine  oil 
portrait  of  the  late  lion.  B.  F.  Hopkins,  deposited  by  Mrs. 
Judge  McArthur — making  the  present  number  of  oil  point- 
ings in  the  Gallery  76,  Other  portraits  of  our  pioneer  settlers 
and  prominent  public  men,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  early  contrib- 
uted to  the  collection. 

Cabinet  Additions 

Antiquities. — A  small  copper  knife,  about  four  inches 
long,  plowed  up  in  Wyocena,  Wis.,  Broitl  D,  8,  Bushnoll;  an 
ancient  specimen  of  Indian  pottery,  a  pipe  or  cahimel  of  peace, 
found  some  thirty-five  years  since  near  the  Locality  of  Steel's 
Fort,  on  Fishing  ('reck,  South  Carolina — a  small  neighborhood 
defence  occupied  during  the  old  French  and  Indian  War  of 
1 7;>  I  QZ  Mir  coiled  stem  of  the  calumet,  now  partially  broken, 
was  oot  more  than  ten  Inches  long  when  found,  though  the 
whole  Length  was  about  ten  foot,  from  the  renerable  Daniel 
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Gr.  Stinson,  the  well  known  antiquary  of  Chester  county, 
South  Carolina. 

Autographs. — Autograph  letters  of  Gen.  1).  llugimin, 
Cleveland,  183$,  Thomas  Williams,  184%  and  Hon.  Hugh 
McCullough,  1S50,  from  H.  H.  Hurlbut. 

Coin. — A  copper  British  half-penny,  dated  1703,  with  a  bust 
of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  found  near  Dodgeville,  Wis.,  presented 
by  James  Roberts. 

Natural  History. — What  appears  to  be  a  tooth  and  upper 
part  of  the  jaw  of  a  Mastodon,  found  in  Blue  Mound.  Creek, 
six  miles  south  of  Blue  Mounds,  Iowa  county,  Wis.,  in  1868, 
from  Hun.  John  Adams;  fossil  shell,  found  at  Cottage 
Grove,  from  J.  E.  Smith;  specimen  of  shell  rock,  from  the 
bluffs  at  McGregor,  Iowa,  polished,  from  C.  A.  Pierson;  a 
specimen  of  lead  ore,  from  Otsego,  Columbia  county,  Wfis., 
from  A.  Emonson. 

Paper  Money,  etc — Specimen  of  paper  money,  WTarsaw, 
Poland,  1810,  from  I.  Schonfield ;  a  $5.  bill  of  Bank  of  Com- 
merce, Erie,  Pa.,  from  W7.  S.  Taylor;  a  $1,000  Confederate 
Bond,  and  a  $500  Confederate  bond,  from  Harvey  Terry. 

Photographs,  etc. — Two  flue  photographs  of  the  State 
Capitol,  neatly  framed  and  glazed,  and  a  photograph  of  the 
First  House  in  Madison,  in  1837,  from  the  artist,  N.  P.  Jones; 
photograph  of  Hon.  Amasa  Cobb,  framed  and  glazed,  from 
Gen.  Cobb,  a  photograph  of  Hon.  Lyman  Walker,  and  also  a 
photograph  group  of  Wisconsin  editors  in  the  Legislature  of 
1871,  both  neatly  framed  and  glazed,  from  the  artist,  J.  M, 
Fowler;  a  lithograph  bird's  eye  view  of  Geneva,  W'is.,  from 
Hon.  C.  M.  Baker. 

Miscellaneous. — A  steel  fox-trap,  attached  to  a  section  of 
tree,  wbieh  had  grown  around  it  and  from  whieh  it  Cannot  be 
separated,  found  live  miles  below  Do  Korra,  on  the  Wisconsin 
river,  from  Prank  Glosser;  two  thin  sheets  of  paper,  manu- 
factured in  Japan,  and  used  for  napkins,  from  E.  W.  Skinner; 

the  pri/e  banner  of  Madison  Engine  Co.  No.  1,  presented  by 
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the  members  of  the  late  company;  badge  Ku  Klux  Klan;  with, 
motto,  ''Vengeance  is  mine,"  from  J.  Longstaff.  A  copy  of 
Compte  Renins  des  Seances,  1839,  2  vols,  quarto,  unbound, 
from  W.  P.  Garrison.  A  file  of  J effersonian  newspaper,  1S38, 
unbound,  from  Hon.  J.  F.  Hand. 

Nine  numbers  of  Cape  Girardeau.  Eagle,  published  at  Cape 
Girardeau  by  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  May-July,  IS 62,  from 
Chas.  P.  Palmer.  A  facsimile  reprint  of  the  Poston  Gazette, 
of  March  12,  1770,  containing  an  account  of  the  Poston  massa- 
cre, from  Elliott  Sanford.  A  set  of  Podge's  Fori  raits,  -40  num- 
bers, complete,  unbound,  from  J.  Sabin  &  Sons.  A  copy  of 
the  Morning  Call  newspaper,  Duluth,  January  21,  1871,  the 
smallest  newspaper  in  the  United  States,  from  W.  S'.  Seavey. 
Home  and  Abroad,  newspaper  file,  for  1870-71,  complete,  un- 
bound, from  Jxcv.  Dr.  W.  S.  Perry. 

The  Society  is  greatly  indebted  to  Isaac  Pyon  for  the  de- 
posit in  its  cabinet  of  his  large  and  interesting  collection  of 
curiosities — the  result  of  several  years'  well-directed  efforts  in 
his  green  old.  age;  and  this  generous  deposit  is  greatly  en- 
hanced by  the  devotion  of  much  of  his  time  to  a  proper  exhi- 
bition of  them  to  our  many  visitors — a  labor  of  love  to  our 
venerable  friend  and  benefactor. 

Contributions  for  Exchanges 

Prom  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  150  copies  of  Paws,  Legisla- 
tive Journals  and  Peports,  and  C2T>  copies  of  Transactions  of 
State  Horticultural  Society;  Dyer's  Address  on  History  of 
Racine  County,  from  J.  A.  Carswell,  10  copies;  Wisconsin 
Editorial  Association  Proceedings,  1870,  from  the  Association, 
per  Hon.  James  Boss,  Secretary,  25  copies;  .r>0  copies  of  pam- 
phlet on  Oregon,  from  P.  P.  Powell;  from  G.  P.  BurroWS, 
pamphlets  on  Madison,  15  copies  ;  Report  of  Madison  Board 
of  Education,  20  copies,  from  Prof.  B.  M.  Reynolds;  l  copies 
of  Campaign  of  8th  Wisconsin  Regiment,  from  0.  P.  Chapman, 

MS.  Historical  Contributions 

In  addition  to  papers  heretofore  reported  for  future  publica- 
tion, the  following  arc  among  the  more  important  contribu- 
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tions :  A  paper  on  the  North  American  Indians,  and  the  cen- 
sus of  the  heads  of  families  of  Brown  county,  now  emhracing 
more  than  half  of  the  present  State  of  Wisconsin,  as  taken  in 
1830,  by  Henry  S.  Baird,  from  Mr.  Baird.  Copies  of  let- 
ters and  documents  relative  to  Prairie  du  Chien  Treaty  in 
1S20,  as  preserved  among  the  papers  of  Gen.  John  ATcXeil, 
one  of  the  Commissioners,  from  his  daughter,  Mrs.  F.  McNeil 
Potter.  Eleazer  Williams  and  the  Lost  Prince,  by  Hon.  John 
Y.  Smith.  A  Narrative  of  the  Early  Settlement  of  the  Lead 
Region  of  Wisconsin,  by  the  late  Dr.  Moses  Meeker,  from 
Nicholas  Smith.  Green  County  Pioneers,  and  Pioneer  Settle- 
ment, by  Prof.  Albert  Salisbury.  Captain  Jonathan  Carver 
and  the  Carver  Grant,  by  D.  S.  Durrie.  Early  Settlement 
and  History  of  Walworth  county,  by  Hon.  C.  M.  Baker.  A 
sketch  of  Albert  Fowler,  an  early  Milwaukee  settler,  by  D. 
W.  Fowler.  A  Memoir  of  Hon.  Charles  Durkee,  by  Hon. 
M.  Prank.  Eulogies  of  Hon.  B.  E.  Hopkins,  by  Hon.  David 
Atwood ;  on  Hon.  G.  D.  Elwood,  by  Hon.  S.  I).  Hastings ;  and 
on  Hon.  George  Gale,  by  D.  S.  Durrie.  There  are  several 
other  papers,  some  of  which  have  appeared  in  local  newspapers, 
and  which  well  deserve  a  permanent  place  in  our  volumes  of 
Collections.  From  all  which  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  select 
appropriate  matter  for  our  sixth  volume,  which  we  design  issu- 
ing during  the  present  year. 

Cataloguing  the  Library 

This  labor,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Librarian  and  assist 
ant,  has  progressed  finely  the  past  year.  A  portion  of  Miss 
Durrie's  time  has  been  devoted  tO  a  much  needed  re-arrange- 
ment of  public  documents  of  the  various  States,  and  pam- 
phlets generally,  grouping  similar  kinds  together,  and  COnSOll 
d;iting  the  corresponding  catalogue  slips.  The  catalogue  slips 
which  were  formerly  pasted  alphabetically  in  about  fifty  folio 
volumes,  have  been  detached  from  those  volumes,  and  placed 
where  (hey  properly  belong,  consolidating  them  when  it  could 

1)0  done,  correcting  any  former  errors  in  titles,  and  destroying 

duplicate  cards.    The  bulk  of  the  catalogue  has  thus  been 
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considerably  reduced,  and  the  whole  placed  in  a  much  more 
convenient  shape  for  reference. 

Thus  is  the  catalogue  being  steadily  prepared  for  printing  in 
the  course  of  1873,  as  authorized  by  the  Legislature;  and  we 
trust  when  it  does  appear,  it  will  present  a  collection  of  wTorks 
in  the  various  departments  of  science  and  literature,  that  will 
prove  highly  gratifying  and  useful  to  all  who  may  have  occa- 
sion to  consult  our  Library  and  collections  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  studies  and  inquiries. 

Our  Publications 

The  last  Legislature  provided  for  the  publication  of  one  vol- 
ume of  Collections,  to  be  issued  not  oftener  than  once  in  two 
years  commencing  in  1872 ;  and  also  for  the  publication  of  a 
Catalogue  of  the  Library  in  1873,  and  for  subsequent  supple- 
ments. This  legislation,  so  promptly  and  liberally  accorded, 
makes  provision  for  all  that  could  be  desired  in  this  direction. 

More  Shelving  Capacity  Needed 

Among  the  many  valued  services,  so  considerately  and  so 
constantly  rendered  the  Society  by  Governor  Fairchild,  dur- 
ing his  administration,  the  erection  of  galleries,  by  his  order, 
in  our  East  and  West  rooms — the  former  in  1809,  and  the  lat- 
ter in  1870 — were  not  the  least  important.  It  required  no 
prophetic  eye  to  foresee  that  additional  capacity  would  soon  be 
needed  for  our  increasing  stores  of  literature.  The  shelves  of 
both  galleries  are  now  well  crowded,  and  more  shelf  expansion 
is  necessary.  To  meet  this  demand,  and  the  better  to  classify 
tlio  several  departments,  a  gallery  and  shelving  for  our  Cen- 
tral Ifall  are  now  required,  and  wo  hope  will  be  provided  dur- 
ing the  current  year;  as  well,  also,  new  locks  for  the  book 
eases,  another  pressing  need. 

Those  who  consult  the  Library,  including  the  State  officers, 

members  of  the  Legislature,  legislative  committees,  officers  of 
our  State  humanitarian  institutions,  professors  ami  students  oi 
our  Slate  University,  colleges  and  academies,  practitioners  and 
suitors  in      courtSj  inventors,  and  our  citizens  g<  oerally,  new 
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number  many  thousands  annually;  and  every  additional  facil- 
ity and  convenience  accorded  to  them,  is  a  real  benefit  con- 
ferred upon  our  whole  people. 

Endowments 

We  Lave  repeatedly  urged  the  necessity  of  endowment 
funds,  the  income  only  to  be  used  for  specific  purposes.  A 
Binding  Fund  seemed  the  most  imperative;  and  the  first  con- 
tribution to  it,  a  hundred  dollars,  by  Hon.  John  Catlin,  was 
reported  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  1SGS,  and  a  similar 
contribution  from  lion.  Cyrus  Woodman,  was  announced  a 
year  thereafter.  These  small  beginnings  have  oeen  augmented 
by  life  membership  fees  and  annual  dues,  donations,  interest, 
and  from  other  sources,  to  $G5G.38.  This  is  but  a  moiety  of 
"what  is  needed  to  render  such  a  fund  of  any  practical  utility. 

The  Binding  Fund  is  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  future  welfare  and  usefulness  of  the  Society.  It  should  not 
1)0  drawn  upon  till  it  has  reached  from  $5,000  to  $10,000,  when 
its  annual  interest  would  perpetually  provide  for  the  binding 
of  hundreds  of  volumes  of  books,  newspaper  files,  magazines, 
reviews  and  pamphlets,  thus  relieving  the  General  Fund  from 
a  heavy  tax,  and  enabling  the  Society  to  add  largely  to  the 
treasures  upon  its  shelves.  We  entreat  the  friends  of  the  Society 
to  provide  liberally  for  this  fund,  in  money  or  pledges.  We  have 
hundreds  of  valuable  works  every  year,  books,  reviews,  maga- 
zines, newspaper  files,  documents,  and  pamphlets,  that  need 
binding;  ami  such  a  fund  would  contribute  very  materially  to 
the  utility,  convenience  and  appearance  of  our  Library. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  preceding  report,  it  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  L.  ('.  Draper,  unanimously 

Rejolv&d,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  and  they  are 

hereby  tendered  to  Increase  A.  hapham.  Id,.  D.,  for  his  Long 
and  constant  services  in  its  behalf,  from  its  organization  meet 
ing,  Jan.  30,  1840,  to  the  present— serving  so  acceptably  as  its 
President  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  respectfully  declining  a 
further  re-election  ;  and  wo  further  express  the  earnest  hope  that 
he,  who  has  done  so  much  in  past  years,  to  make  our  antiquarian, 
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natural  and  civil  history  favorably  known  abroad,  may  con- 
tinue to  our  Society  such  services  as  he  may  he  able  in  the  fu- 
ture to  render. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Hon.  S.  D.  Hast- 
ings, and  seconded  by  Gen.  G.  P.  Delaplaine,  was  passed  by 
acclamation  : 

Resolved,  That  we  have  listened  with  great  pleasure  to  the 
report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  read  in  our  hearing  this 
evening,  showing,  as  it  does,  the  remarkable  success  that  lias  at- 
tended tho  labors  of  this  Society  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  organized ;  and  that  Ave  feel  it  no  more 
than  justice  to  our  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  Lyman  C. 
Draper,  to  acknowledge  that  for  our  extraordinary  success  we 
arc  indebted  more  to  his  wise  and  indefatigable  labors,  aided 
by  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  efficient  Librarian,  Mr.  D.  S. 
Durrie,  than  to  any  other  cause;  and  that  we  hereby  tender  to 
them  our  heartfelt  thanks  for  their  faithful  devotion  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Society. 
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Life  and  Services  of  Benjamin  F. 
Hopkins* 

By  David  Atwood 

My.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Slate  Historical  Society: 

Men  die,  but-  their  deeds  live  after  them.  It  is  the  mission 
of  this  Society  to  keep  a  record  of  such  things  as  go  to  make 
up  a  perfect  history  of  the  State;  and  there  is  no  one  thing  that 
will  do  more  in  this  direction,  than  to  keep  a  record  of  the 
lives  and  deeds  of  prominent  men  who  have  resided  in  the 
State— men  whose  characters  and  actions  have  been  identified 
with  the  public  interests.  It  is  with  a  view  to  aiding  in 
making  this  record  as  perfect  as  possible,  that  I  accede  to  the 
request  of  this  Society,  to  prepare  a  paper  on  the  life,  character 
and  services  of  our  late  distinguished  fellow  citizen  and  active 
co- worker,  Hon.  Benjamin  Franklin  Hopkins,  whose  death 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1870,  caused  general  mourning 
throughout  the  State,  and  was  an  especial  affliction  to  the 
people  of  Madison,  with  whom  ho  had  so  long  resided,  and  by 
whom  he  was  so  highly  respected  and  esteemed.  In  the  brief 
paper  that  I  may  present,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  I  shall 
particularly  interest  those  who  were  familiar  with  the  subject 
of  it,  while  in  life,  but  it  may  prove  of  some  interest  to  those 
who  come  after  us,  and  are  in  search  of  historical  events. 

Stricken  down  in  the  prime  of  life,  just  as  he  had  reached  a 
position  that  he  was  so  well  qualified  to  till,  and  that  promised 
great  usefulness  in  the  future,  the  death  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was 

a  sad  event  to  the  people  of  the  State.    Yet,  when  we  con 

sider 

"That  life  is  long,  which  answers  life's  great  end." 


♦  Read  before  the  Society,  Nov.  15,  is7e 
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and  judged  by  that  standard,  the  life  of  our  friend  was  indeed 
a  long  and  useful  one.  Though  he  had  lived  but  about  forty 
years,  his  experience  in  life,  his  accomplishments  for  himself 
and  the  public,  were  greater  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  most  meu 
who  live  double  that  length  of  time.  His  was  a  mind  to  de- 
velop young,  to  ripen  early  and  expand  as  events  occurred, 
with  wonderful  vigor.  It  was  never  idle.  With  quick  per- 
ceptive faculties,  great  sagacity  and  superior  judgment,  he 
grasped  a  subject  at  once,  and  in  a  brief  time,  comprehended 
it,  in  all  its  bearings,  however  intricate  the  problems  that 
might  be  presented.  These  traits  of  character  rendered  him 
a  man  of  great  power  and  usefulness  in  the  community,  in  what- 
ever capacity  he  might  act.  The  death  of  such  a  man  is  a 
sore  affliction  to  the  people;  but  there  is  consolation  in  the  fact 
that  he  was  spared  so  long,  and  accomplished  so  much,  as  did 
our  friend,  whose  death  we  so  deeply  deplore. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Hopkins  was  born  in  Hebron,  Wash- 
ington county,  Hew  York,  April  22,  1S29.  His  early  life  was 
spent  on  a  farm  in  Granville  in  the  same  county.  He  received 
such  an  education  as  was  afforded  by  the  schools  at  his  own 
home,  and,  though  the  opportunities  were  rather  limited,  he 
made  excellent  use  of  his  time  and  was  deemed  a  good  acade- 
mic scholar.  Fanning  was  not  to  his  liking;  though  being 
put  to  it  in  his  boyhood,  ho  was  active  and  useful  in  this  em- 
ployment. His  mind  was  too  active  for  a  farmer's  life,  and 
craved  the  more  stimulating  pursuits  of  the  business  world. 

For  a  time,  he  was  clerk  in  a  country  store,  and  showed  a  pe- 
culiar  aptitude  for  this  position.  While  yet  a  youth,  the  tele- 
graph Avas  brought  into  use.  'Phis  wonderful  process  of  00111 
munieating  with  each  other  from  all  parls  of  tlio  QOUIltry — of 
annihilating  time  ami  distance  as  it  were — was  almost  Captivat- 
ing to  young  Hopkins,  and  he  at  once  obtained  a  situation  to 
receive  instruction  in  Hie  mysterious  procesfl  of  telegraphing. 
He  soon  became  an  accomplished  operator.     Then,  at  the  aire 

of  twenty,  having  read  of  the  great  ami  growing  West,  he  be- 
came convinced  that  it  presented  mi  inviting  field  for  the  de- 
velopment and  growth  of  the  mind  of  a  young  man.     In  I 
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ber,  1840;  he  came  to  Wisconsin.  He  had  been  attracted  to 
Fond  du  Lac,  having  friends  residing  at  that  point,  and  made 
his  first  stop  in  the  State  at  that  place.  He  remained  there  but 
a  short  time,  as,  in  November,  in  that  year,  we  rind  him  in 
charge  of  the  telegraph  ©pee  at  Madison,  a  place  that  present- 
ed unusual  charms  for  ihim,  and  which  was,  forever  aferwards 
his  home.  As  a  resident  of  that  city,  Mr.  Hopkins  was  ever 
foremost  in  promoting  its  best  interests.  He  gave  to  it  the 
benefit  of  his  counsel,  was  active  in  labor,  and  liberal  with  hi3 
means,  in  the  advancement  of  any  project,  having  for  its  pur- 
pose the  improvement  of  Madison,  in  adding  to  its  business,  or 
to  its  beauty.  The  citizens  of  the  Capital  city,  appreciate  his 
valuable  services,  and  have  great  cause  for  lamenting  his  early 
death.  His  many  acts  of  benevolence  and  kindness  will  be 
long  remembered  by  her  people.  He  acted  nobly  and  well  a 
citizen's  duty,  during  his  entire  residence  in  Madison. 

Commencing  his  career  in  Wisconsin  as  a  young  man,  with- 
out means  and  without  friends,  the  complete  success  that  has 
attended  Mr.  Hopkins  in  his  private  as  well  as  in  his  public 
life,  gives  conclusive  evidence  of  his  ability,  shrewdness,  and 
keen  foresight  in  all  things.  He  commenced  that  career  a9 
an  operator  in  a  telegraph  office.  In  this  position,  as  in  all  oth- 
ers in  after  life,  he  was  accomplished  in  the  execution  of  his 
work,  attentive  to  every  duty,  gentlemanly  and  obliging  to  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Previous  to  this  time,  the  tel- 
egraph had  proved  very  unsatisfactory  to  the  people  of  Mali- 
son. On  his  taking  charge  of  the  office,  a  marked  change  took 
place.  The  business  was  performed  promptly  and  well,  and 
the  new  operator  soon  became  one  of  the  most  popular  VOUtlg 
men  in  the  place.  The  business  of  the  office  was  small,  occu- 
pying only  a  portion  of  the  lime  of  Mr.  Hopkins.  The  salary 
was  also  small,  lie  was  not  long  in  discovering  thai  he  was 
able  to  accomplish  more  than  merely  to  attend  !<>  the  duties  of 
that  position,  Madison  was  then  a  small  village;  but  the  keen 
perceptive  faculties  of  Mr.  Hopkins  soon  convinced  him  thai 
it,  must  become  a  place  of  considerable  importance)  and  that 
real  estate  must  increase  i'>  value,  lie  economized  in  all  things; 
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and  as  soon  as  he  Lad  accumulated  a  small  amount  of  money, 
lie  invested  it  in  lots  or  lands.  There  was  an  immediate  ad- 
vance, and  Mr.  Hopkins  would  sell  when  a  good  offer  was 
made,  and  invest  the  proceeds  again.  From  nothing,  by 
shrewd  and.  careful  management,  he  soon  had  a  good  working 
capital,  and  he  used  it  with  much  skill  and  with  excellent  re- 
sults. He  was  never  a  man  to  assume  large  risks;  kept  his 
investments  within  his  means,  and  when  the  general  crash  of 
came,  he  was  prepared  for  it.  His  business  prospered  all 
the  time;  and,  though  he  did  not  accumulate  a  large  fortune 
in  a  year,  he  added  steadily  to  his  property,  till,  in  a  few  years, 
he  was  in  independent  circumstances 

The  first  public  enterprise  with  which  Mr.  Hopkins  inter- 
ested himself,  was  the  organization  of  the  Madison  Mutual  In- 
surance Company.  In  the  winter  of  1851,  he  drew  up  the 
charter  of  that  institution,  procured  its  passage  through  the 
Legislature,  and  in  April,  of  that  year,  the  Company  was  duly 
organized,  with  Mr.  Hopkins  as  its  Secretary.  He  served  in 
this  capacity  five  years,  and  was  active  in  his  efforts  to  promote 
the  interest  of  the  Company,  and  establish  for  it  a  reputation 
for  responsibility  and  promptness.  In  this,  he  succeeded  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner.  He  was  a  director  and  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Company,  from  the  day  of  its 
organization  to  the  day  of  his  death,  and  took  a  leading  part  in 
its  management  during  the  whole  time.  He  was  Vice-Presi- 
dent for  six  years,  commencing  with  1802.  Beginning  in  a 
small  way,  pursuing  an  honorable  course  in  all  thing-,  Mr. 
Hopkins  lived  to  see  the  Madison  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
one  of  the  soundest,  most,  reliable  Mtd  popular  institutions  in 
the  country.  To  him,  this  was  a  source  of  great  satisfaction. 

From  the,  fact  of  having  founded  it,  and  having  taken  ^<>  lead- 
ing a  part  in  its  affairs,  he  became  much  attached  to  this  I 

pany,  looked  upon  it  as  a  child  of  liis  own  creation,  and  '  - 

an  immense  pride  in  its  brilliant  success, 

In  L855,  Mr.  Hopkins  took  an  active  interest  in  the  incor- 
poration of  the  Madison  Gas  Company;    llf  procured  tl»<* 

passage-  of  its  charter  in  the  winter  of  thai  year  and  the  0OU1 
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pany  was  fully  organized  in  the  spring,  with  Mr.  Hopkins  as 
its  Secretary.  The  works  were  immediately  constructed,  and, 
for  a  time,  the  business  of  the  Company  run  badly;  the  income 
failed  to  pay  expenses,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  it  was  large- 
ly in  debt,  and  most  of  the  directors  were  inclined  to  abandon 
the  enterprise.  It  was  at  this  juncture,  that  Mr.  Hopkins' 
sagacity  and  foresight  proved  of  great  value  to  himself,  and 
of  ad  vantage  to  the  people  of  Madison.  He  discovered  money 
in  the  enterprise,  if  the  business  was  skilfully  managed;  and 
proposed  to  lease  the  works  for  five  years,  assuming  the  debts 
of  the  Company  in  payment  of  rent,  and  obligating  himself 
to  furnish  the  people  with  gas,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  term,  re- 
turn the  works  in  as  good  condition  as  when  he  took  them.  The 
offer  was  promptly  accepted;  and  Mr.  Hopkins  fulfilled  his 
part  of  the  contract  to  the  letter;  and  putting  his  superior, 
business  skill  into  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
pany, mado  it  pay-  well  from  the  start.  At  the  end  of  five 
years,  he  was  the  owner  of  most  of  the  stock,  and  it  was  paving 
a  good  income.  In  this  operation,  buying  the  stock  cheaply, 
and  so  managing  the  affairs  of  the  Company  as  to  bring  it  up 
to  par,  he  made  a  large  share  of  his  fortune. 

Ihit  I  must  not  dwell  on  his  business  life  further.  Enough 
has  been  said  to  show  that  lie  was  shrewd  and  fortunate  in 
business.  I  will  only  add,  that  he  was  also  honorable,  liberal, 
prompt  and  energetic  as  a  business  man,  in  all  his  undertak- 
ings. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  not  only  a  public  spirited  man,  but  he  was 
also  a  benevolent  and  kind  hearted  man.  He  never  turned  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  wants  of  his  fellows;  but  opened  hi-  purse  lib- 
erally to  the  needy,  as  hundreds  in  the  community  ran  testify. 
These  acts  of  benevolence  were  not  performed  in  an  oatenta- 
tious  manner,  but  with  quietness  and  kindness— following  the 
'Divine  injunction,  not  to  let  the  loft  hand  know  what  the  right 
hand  doeth. 

En  the  matter  of  public  improvements,  and  the  building  of 
churches  and  other  institutions,  he  was  a  free  giver.  No  sub- 
scription paper  passed  him  without  his  name  opposite  a  lib  1 
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Mr.  Hopkins  was  a  patriotic  man.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  late  rebellion,  no  man,  in  a  private  capacity,  was  more 
active  in  aiding  to  organize  troops  for  the  defense  of  the 
country,  or  more  liberal,  in  proportion  to  his  means,  in  the 
supplying  of  money  in  support  of  the  dear  ones  at  home,  than 
was  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  did  not  enter  the  service, 
as  it  was  the  opinion  of  his  physician,  that  it  would  not  be  safe 
for  him  to  do  so.  For  many  years  previous  to  the  war,  he  had 
been  a  great  sufferer  from  inflammatory  rheumatism,  and  it 
was  felt  that  he  could  do  more  good  at  home,  without  endanger- 
ing his  life.  But  he  was  not  an  inactive  supporter  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  time  of  its  peril.  He  was  constantly  devising 
measures  for  the  comfort  of  the  soldiers  and  for  their  families 
at  home. 

Perhaps  the  most  pleasing  and  satisfactory  labor  of  Mr. 
Hopkins'  life,  to  himself,  was  performed  immediately  after  the 
close  of  the  war ;  and  certainly  it  has  proved  a  great  blessing 
to  the  State.  I  have  reference  to  his  efforts  in  establishing  the 
"Soldiers'  Orphans'  Home."  He  took  an  early,  active  and 
leading  part  in  this  great  benevolent  institution,  fraught 
with  such  untold  blessings  to  the  orphan  children  of  Wisconsin 
soldiers.  In  conversation  with  Mrs.  Governor  Harvey,  she  in- 
formed me  that  Mr.  Hopkins  was  tbe  originator  of  that  Home. 
At  all  events,  he  was  the  first  person  that  suggested  the  mat- 
ter to  her;  and  she  became  the  active  instrument  in  the  ac- 
eomplishment  of  that  most  noble  enterprise, 

Mrs.  Harvey  has  furnished  the  writer  with  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Hopkins  to  her,  on  this  subject.  In  a  note  accompanying  the 
letter,  she  writes: 

"Enclosed  you  will  find  the  letter  of  Mr.  RftpkifiS,  1  fifttke  Ifl 
you  about.  This  is  the  first  word  that  I  ever  received  from  any- 
body in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  Home  for  the  helpless 
children,  made  fatherless  by  the  war.  This  letter  decided  me  to 
go  to  Madison.  I  supposed  ibis  fact  was  more  generally  known. 
As  I  see  no  report  of  it,  in  any  published  accounts  of  the  life 
and  acts  of  Mr,  Jlopkins,  1  think  itbutjusl  and  right  thai  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  this.   You  know  the  aid  that  he  after- 
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wards  gave,  and  how  gratified  he  was  for  any  success.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  work  of  his  life  ever  gave  him  more  real 
pleasure." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Hopkins'  letter  to  which 
Mrs.  Harvey  refers : 

Madison,  June  14,  1865. 
"My  Dear  Mrs.  Harvey:  As  the  war  may  now  be  consider- 
ed over,  and  your  kind  offices,  and  good  services,  at  the  bed-side 
of  our  suffering  heroes  in  the  Hospitals,  will  not  be  much  longer 
needed  I  trust,  and  knowing  that  your  interest  in  our  soldiers, 
and  whatever  concerns  them,  will  never  cease,  I  wish  to  consult 
you  in  relation  to  a  charitable  project,  about  which  I  have 
thought  considerable  of  late,  and  which  will,  I  have  no  doubt, 
meet  with  a  favorable  response  from  our  people,  when  presented 
to  them.  You  are  aware  that  there  is  in  our  midst,  a  large  num- 
ber of  helpless  and  most  unfortunate  orphan  children,  whose  only 
protectors  have  fallen  victims  to  this  cruel  rebellion.  These 
children  should  be  most  carefully  and  tenderly  cared  for  and 
educated  by  the  State;  and  not  one  of  them  should  ever  suffer 
the  disgrace  of  being  sent  to  our  poorhouses ;  but  should  be 
adopted  by  the  State,  and  cared  for  and  educated,  .so  that  they 
may  begin  life  with  a  chance  of  prosperity  and  usefulness,  in- 
stead of  being  kicked  about  like  public  paupers,  ami  driven  to 
crime  and  shame.    We  cannot  afford  to  be  ungenerous,  and  far 
less  unjust,  towards  the  children  of  our  brave  defenders,  who 
have  laid  down  their  lives  in  this  struggle. 

"We  have  been  thinking,  a  few  of  us,  of  buying  the  'Harvey 
Hospital'  here,  and  presenting  it  to  the  State,  to  be  used  as  an 
Orphan  Asylum  and  school  for  those  fatherless  children  who 
have-  no  means  of  proper  support  and  education,  We  WOUld 
like  you,  if  you  can  do  so,  to  take  charge  of  il  ;  or,  if  you  can- 
not do  so,  to  interest  yourself  in  behalf  of  the  cause,  (it'  ii  m« 
your  approbation,  and  T  feel  certain  it  will,)  and  aid  us  in  its 
establishment.    You  know  tbe  locution  of  the  property  is  mOS< 

delightful,  and  by  gelling  a  donation  of  the  improvements  made 
by  the  Government,  it  could,  with  Little  expense,  be  made  imme- 
diately useful  for  a  large  number.    If  il  can  be  properly  Started, 

there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  it  will  soon  become  one  of  the  most,  if 
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not  the  most  interesting  and  beneficial  institution  in  our  State. 
Our  people  must  take  great  pride  in  its  prosperity  and  success. 
We  have  written  to  the  War  Department,  asking  tor  the  dona- 
tion of  the  improvements  which  have  been  placed  there  by  ihe 
Government,  and  have  no  reason  to  doubt  an  affirmative  answer. 
If  you  think  the  project  feasible,  and  have  a  mind  to  add  still 
more  to  your  already  extended  fame,  as  the  soldiers'  friend,  and 
to  lay  the  people  under  still  greater  obligations  to  you  for  your 
noble  exertions,  I  should  like  to  have  you  eoine  up  and  visit  us, 
so  that  Ave  may  counsel  together  upon  this  subject.  Please 
advise  me  when  you  can  come,  and  oblige, 

<kVery  'Respectfully  Fours, 

[Signed.]  "B.  f.  iropiaxs." 

The  Institution  was  put  in  operation,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  was 
a  leading  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  from  the  com- 
mencement, so  long  as  he  lived.  He  was  efficient  in  promoting 
its  affairs,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  everything  pertaining 
to  this  noblest  of  our  State  charities.  It  is  one  that  strikes  the 
tenderest  chords  of  the  heart;  and  it  is  a  proud  monument  to 
any  man,  to  have  been  its  founder  and  early  protector. 

]\Ir.  Hopkins  was  a  politician,  in  its  best  and  most  enlarged 
sense.  He  was  versed  in  the  science  of  Government,  and 
skilled  in  the  execution  of  his  plans.  In  early  life,  he  be- 
longed to  the  great  Whig  party,  and  entered  actively  into  the 
work  of  advancing  its  interests,  and  continued  to  act  with  it  so 
long  as  that  party  had  an  existence.  On.  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  he  became  identified  with  it,  and  during 
the  balance  of  his  life  was  one  of  its  leading  members.  F<  w 
men,  if  any,  in  the  Stale,  were,  more  Instrumental  in  keeping 
that  party  in  ascendency  in  Wisconsin,  than  was  our  friend, 
lie  was  over  ready  with  his  counsel,  his  work  and  his  means, 
to  aid  in  securing  the  snccesa  <d*  bis  party  and  its  principle  1 
and  be  became  a  greal  power  in  it. 

Ilia  first  political  office  was  that  of  Private  Secretary  to 
Governor  Bashted,  in  which  position  he  served  with  marked 
ability  and  fidelity,  and  i<>  the  great  acceptance  of  the  people, 

during  the  years  1850  and  L857.     lu  the  fall  of  ISiU,  he  was 
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ejected  to  the  State  Senate,  in  which  body  he  distinguished 
himself  as  a  ready  debater,  and  as  a  legislator  of  great  efficien- 
cy, lie  had  no  superior  among  his  fellows  in  the  Senate.  In 
1805,  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  of  Wisconsin.  In  both 
of  these  cases,  he  was  elected  in  districts  where  his  party  was 
in  a  large  minority;  but  his  popularity  with  the  people  was 
very  great,  and  he  was  rarely  defeated  in  a  popular  election. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  an  ambitious  man.  Ambitious  to  be  of 
use  to  the  world.  His  efforts  Ave  re  well  matured  and  systema- 
tized, lie  first  accumulated  a  fortune  in  private  business,  and 
then  devoted  himself  to  the  public  service.  His  ambition  led 
him  to  seek  place;  not  merely  for  the  sake  of  place;  but  to 
enable  him  to  do  a  greater  good  than  could  be  accomplished 
without  it.  He  was  a  man  of  wonderful  tenacity  of  eharacter; 
and  when  he  put  his  mind  upon  doing  a  thing  was  not  easily 
turned  from  his  purpose.  This  characteristic  was  clearly  dem- 
onstrated in  his  efforts  to  obtain  a  seat  in  Congress.  He  as- 
pired to  that  position  in  1802;  but  failed  to  reach  it  till  18GG. 
The  contests  in  the  conventions  of  his  party,  and  his  action 
during  the  four  years,  are  so  well  described  l)y  Senator  Howe, 
in  his  remarks  in  the  United  States  Senate,  on  the  llth  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1870,  in  speaking  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Hopkins, 
that  I  am  induced  to  give  place  to  an  extract  from  them  in  this 
connection.  It  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  character  of  the  man, 
of  whom  I  am  writing. 

To  referring  to  the  Congressional  district,  and  to  the  contests 
in  the  Convent  ions,  Senator  Howe  said: 

'"The  Second  Congressional  District  of  Wisconsin  comprises 
the  four  great  counties  of  Dane,  Rock,  Columbia  and  Jefferson, 
and  numbered,  in  1881,  a  population  of  about  one  hundred  and 
forty-lhrce  thousand.  It  is  one  0$  ihe  richest  agricultural  dis- 
tricts in  that  or  any  oilier  State.     There  is  no  large  city  in  it; 

but  there  are,  besides  the  Capital  of  the  Stale,  very  many  towns 
numbering  from  five  to  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants.  1  run  no 
risk  of  disparaging  any  other  people,  when  1  say,  thai  1  clo  not 
know  where  yon  can  find  the  same  number  of  people  combining 
more  intelligence,  more  virtue,  more  culture,  or  more  thrift,  less 
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of  ignorance,  less  vice,  or  less  poverty  than  in  these  four  coun- 
ties. There  is  no  constituency  anywhere  before  whom  pretenders 
or  shams  of  every  kind  stand  less  chance  of  success.  Whoever 
secures  the  favor  of  such  a  people,  must  have  positive  merit  of 
some  kind.  The  Republican  party  of  that  district  was  repre- 
sented in  the  convention  of  18G2,  by  forty-four  delegates.  Of 
these,  twenty-one  declared  for  Mr.  Hopkins,  while  twenty-two 
declared  for  Hon.  I.  C.  Sloan.  One  delegate  voted  for  a  third 
candidate.  After  fifteen  ballotings,  Mr.  Sloan  received  t went y- 
three  votes  and  was  nominated.  If  Mr.  Hopkins  had  shown  the 
year  before  that  he  was  superior  to  the  influence  of  victory,  he 
demonstrated  now  that  he  could  not  be  demoralized  by  defeat. 
He  was  beaten,  but  he  lost  no  confidence  in  himself,  and  his 
friends  lost  no  confidence  in  him.  Accordingly,  he  appeared 
again,  two  years  later,  before  the  convention  as  a  candidate  for 
the  same  nomination.  He  met  there  again  his  old  antagonist; 
and  it  would  seem  as  if  he  must  have  met  him  under  great  dis- 
advantages. Mr:  Sloan  had  the  prestige  of  one  victory.  He 
had  served  his  district  through  one  session  with  undeviating 
fidelity  and  rare  ability.  The  event  showed  that  while  Mr. 
Sloan  had  lost  none  of  his  own  friends,  he  had  wholly  failed  to 
disarm  the  friends  of  Mr.  Hopkins.  Indeed,  so  exactly  was  the 
relative  force  of  the  two  parties  preserved,  that  in  the  conwn- 
tion  of  18G4,  the  majority  depended  upon  two  contested  seats. 
Those  scats  were  adjudged  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Sloan,  and  he 
was  again  nominated. 

"Mr.  Hopkins  was  again  defeated,  but  he  was  still  as  far  from 
being  subdued  as  ever.  He  plunged  into  the  canvass  for  hi* 
rival.  He  secured  the  continued  adherence  of  his  own  friends 
by  the  unfaltering  ardor  with  which,  in  spite  of  personal  dis- 
appointment, he  still  served  the  eanso;  and  he  did  Something  tb 
disarm  the  opposition  by  the  zeal  with  which  he  devoted  himself 
to  the  election  of  their  chief.  Accordingly,  in  L866,  when  forty- 
four  delegates,  representing  the  Second  District,  again  assembled 
b>  select  a  candidate  for  Congress}on  the  informal  ballot  eighteen 
of  them  declared  for  Benjamin  F.  Hopkins,  The  remaining 
twenty-six  votes  were  divided  among  three  other  candidates,  in 
the  proportion  of  ten  for  one  and  eight  for  the  other  two,  On 
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mined  by  pluck,  and  not  by  rhetoric.  Not  any  angry  or  dis- 
courteous word  was  uttered.  With  dogged  but  quiet  pertinacity 
those  forty-four  men  sat  down  to  the  solution  of  the  great 
problem  before  them.  Gn  the  fifteenth  formal  ballot  Mr.  Hop- 
kins received  twenty-one  votes.  After  eighty  or  more  ballot- 
ings,  on  the  ninety-fifth  ballot,  one  more  delegate  ranged  him- 
self under  Mr.  Hopkins'  flag,  and  he  led  just  one-half  the  con- 
vention. Yet  such  was  the  resolute  obstinacy  which  character- 
ized every  member  of  the  body,  that  victory  seemd  as  far  off 
and  as  difficult  to  achieve  as  ever;  and  it  was  not  until  late  in 
the  evening  of  the  second  day  of  the  convention,  and  on  the  one 
hundred  and  thirty-sixth  ballot,  that  twenty-three  votes  were 
finally  cast  for  Mr.  Hopkins.  He  was  nominated.  The  strug- 
gle, which  for  four  years  had  never  faltered — completely  ended. 
It  was  not  renewed  in  1868.  He  was  then  re-nominated,  I 
think,  without  the  show  of  opposition." 

Mr.  Hopkins  had  just  completed  his  first  term  in  Congress, 
and  been  re-elected,  when  disease  took  a  severe  hold  upon 
him.  During  the  time  he  served  in  Congress,  he  stood  high  in 
the  estimation  of  the  members,  as  a  man  of  unusual  sagacity 
and  as  possessing  remarkable  abilities. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  an  able  and  distinguished  member  of  the 
House  from  Ohio,  in  referring  to  Mr.  Hopkins,  spoke  thus 
eloquently  of  him : 

"A  little  more  than  a  year  ago  I  was  associated  with  him  on  a 
committee  of  this  House  charged  with  an  important  investiga- 
tion, and  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties  T  there  learned  to  know 
and  love  him  as  I  had  never  done  before.  Few  men  had  great- 
er natural  ability  or  stronger  common-sense,  and  to  the^e  were 
added  a  culture  which  made  him  alike  accomplished  Rid  use- 
ful. His  grasp  and  force  of  intellect,  his  facility  of  compre- 
hending all  subjects  on  which  he  was  called  t<>  act,  made  him  a 
most  able,  valuable,  and  cHicienl  member  of  this  tiouae,  ftS  ho 
was  of  the  committee  to  which  T  have  referred.  GenefOUa  in 
his  nature,  guided  in  all  his  purposes  by  an  inherent  and  in- 
structive sense  of  duty  and  of  right,  he  had  within  him  ;ill  the 

dements  of  a  noble  soul,  ami  ho  died  a^  he  Lived,  the  noblatl 

work  of  God-  an  honest  man." 
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Nothing  more  need  be  said  to  show  that  Mr.  Hopkins  oc- 
cupied a  commanding  position  in  the  National  Congress.  His 
greatest  strength  was  in  his  superior  knowledge  of  men.  He 
made  this  his  study,  and  was  a  very  successful  student.  His 
manner  was  pleasing,  and  he  readily  won  the  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  This  gave  him  immense 
power;  and  this  power  wras  manifest  in  the  marked  success  that 
attended  all  bis  efforts.  For  the  length  of  time  he  served  in 
Congress,  few  men,  if  any,  ever  blade  a  prouder  or  more  suc- 
cessful record  than  did  the  subject  of  this  imperfect  sketch. 
Although  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  the  midst  of  his 
usefulness,  he  leaves  a  name  and  fame  that  but  few  persons 
can  hope  to  attain. 

As  a  public  speaker,  Mr.  Hopkins  was  fluent  and  pleasing. 
His  talent  in  this  direction  was  natural.  He  was  not.  an  edu- 
cated orator.  It  was  only  in  the  few  latter  years  of  his  life 
that  he  made  any  effort  in  this  direction.  His  progress,  after 
he  did  commence,  w?as  very  marked.  In  the  campaign  of 
18GS,  he  spoke  in  a  large  number  of  places  in  his  district,  with 
decided  success.  In  Congress,  he  made  but  few  speeches; 
though  when  he  did  address  the  House,  it  was  with  good  ef- 
fect ;  and  he  received  marked  attention  from  the  members.  He 
was  one  of  tbc  youngest  men  in  that  body;  but  in  influence, 
stood  among  the  first.  He  was  affable  and  courteous  to  his 
associates;  a  keen  observer  of  events;  an  accurate  judge  of 
men  ;  a  warm  and  sincere  friend. 

Socially,  our  friend  occupied  a  high  position.  He  was  the 
life  of  all  circles  in  which  he  participated.  Pleasing  in  man- 
ners, fluent  in  conversation,  jovial  in  his  nature,  Mr,  Hopkins 
was  a  brilliant  ornament  in  the  social  walks  of  life.  Kan  ly 
do  we  find,  combined  in  one  person,  so  many  of  those  natural 
gifts,  that  rendered  him  a  most  genial  and  pleasant  companion. 
His  generous  nature  and  unostentatious  manners,  caused  him 
lo  be  a  favorite,  not  only  in  the  social  circle,  but  endeared  him 
to  all.    lie  entered  into  the  enjoyments  of  those  about  him. 

with  a  sympathy  that  caused  every  one,  old  or  young,  to  de- 
light in  his  society.    The  strength  of  hie  social  and  domestic 
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attachments,  was  very  marked.  His  friendship  was  sincere 
and  true;  Lis  grasp  of  the  hand,  warm  and  cordial. 

"His  life  was  gentle,  and  the  elements 
So  mixed  in  him,  that  Nature  might  stand  up 
And  say  to  all  the  v/orld,  this  was  a  man." 

In  personal  appearance,  lh\  Hopkins  was  a  noble  specimen 
of  manly  grace  and  elegance.  In  height,  he  was  about  live 
feet  and  ten  inches;  erect  in  form;  dark  hair  and  complexion, 
with  large  expressive  eyes.  Until  within  a  few  months  of  his 
death,  his  ajypearance  indicated  the  most  perfect  health. 

Mr.  Hopkins  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Miss 
Ethalinda  Lewis,  with  whom  he  was  united  on  the  25th  day 
of  May,  1853.  She  was  a  lady  of  much  beauty  and  high  ac- 
complishments, but  of  frail  constitution.  She  died  in  about 
two  years  after  marriage.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Mary  E. 
Wilcut,  with  whom  he  was  married  on  the  14th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1857.  She  is  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence  and  cul- 
ture, who  survives  hei*  husband.  He  left  no  children.  He 
enjoyed  home,  and  provided  liberally  for  its  pleasures  and  its 
comforts. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-first  Congress, 
in  the  spring  of  18G9,  Mr.  Hopkins  returned  to  his  home  in 
Wisconsin,  with  health  much  impaired.  His  condition  was  not 
deemed  'alarming,  either  to  himself  or  his  friends.  Being 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Pacific  Railroads  in  the  House, 
he  was  permitted  to  pass  over  that  road,  then  recently  finished, 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  with  a  limited  number  of  friends  of  his 
own  selection ;  and,  during  the  summer  lie  made  up  a  party 
of  some  thirty  chosen  companions,  and  took  the  trip  to  Sau  Fran- 
cisco, visiting  many  prominent  points  on  the  way,  and  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  California.  The  journey  was  performed  in  Con- 
siderable haste,  and  in  his  enfeebled  condition  of  health,  was 
too  much  for  him  to  endure;  and  although  one  of  the  object 9 

of  taking  it,  was  for  the  improvement  of  his  health,  (ho  reverse 
was  probably  the  effect  from  it.  Soon  after  hia  return  from 
California,  business  called  him  to  Washington,  from  which 
place,  in  the  mouth  of  September,  he  returned  very  much 
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prostrated.  He  immediately  put  himself  under  medical  treat- 
ment, and  for  a  time,  his  friends  had  entire  confidence  in  hi3 
recovery  to  perfect  health. 

The  last  extended  conversation  the  writer  had  with  Mr. 
Hopkins  was  on  the  18th  of  November,  1SG9.  He  was  then 
comfortable,  cheerful  and  hopeful.  He  was  confident  that  he 
would  be  able  to  resume  his  seat  in  Congress  during  the  month 
of  December.  Soon  after  this,  he  experienced  a  relapse,  and 
one  side  became  partially  paralyzed.  There  was  a  slight  ral- 
lying from  this  prostration;  but  only  sufficient  to  kindle  a 
hope  in  the  minds  of  his  friends,  to  be  immediately  blasted. 
The  best  of  medical  skill,  and  the  kindest  attention  that  rela- 
tives and  friends  could  bestow,  were  of  no  avail.  Death  had 
marked  him  as  an  early  victim,  and  no  human  power  could 
save  him.  On  Christmas  day,  I  met  him  for  the  last  time  in 
life.  Though  his  friends  were  then  hopeful,  there  seemed  but 
little  reason  for- it.  He  lingered  till  the  opening  of  the  New 
Year!  He  awoke  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  January  with 
the  assurance  firmly  fixed  in  his  own  mind,  that  he  must  soon 
die!  He  told  his  friends  that  such  was  the  case;  and,  at  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  bright  New  Year's  day, 
in  the  full  consciousness  of  his  condition,  surrounded  by  kind 
friends,  he  spoke  pleasant  words  to  all,  bade  them  an  affection- 
ate adieu,  and  his  lamp  of  life  went  peacefully  out!  Thus, 
without  pain,  without  a  struggle,  in  the  fullest  confidence  in 
a  happy  and  blessed  future,  our  friend  entered  into  his  eternal 
rest 

I  have  thus  imperfectly  glanced  at  some  of  the  leading  feat- 
ures in  the  life  of  Mr.  Hopkins.  Tt  would  doubt  loss  be  the 
unanimous  judgment  of  men,  thai  such  capacity  ami  experi- 
enco  as  were  possessed  by  the  friend  we  mourn,  ought  to  b6 
spared  for  the  direction  of  succeeding  generations.  But  the 
law  of  Providence  does  not  90  direct.  No  amount  of  talent 
and  experience  is  any  security  against  death  I  It  is  a  consola- 
tion to  know  that  our  esteemed  friend  lived  so  Long  ami  died 
so  full  of  honors!  His  career,  we  trust,  is  not  vet  ended.  Ho. 
who  spoke  the  universe  into  existence;  tarho  said  l>h<M  there  be 
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light,  and  there  was  light;"  who  created  man  in  His  own  im- 
age; breathed  into  him  the  breath  of  life,  and  gave  him  do- 
minion over  the  earth,  may  have  called  our  friend  to  another 
sphere,  for  higher  and  nobler  duties!  We  may  yet  experi- 
ence the  benefit  of  his  love,  if  not  of  his  care.  It  is  but  a 
step  from  one  life  to  another;  which  all  alike,  must  follow, 
from  the  least  unto  the  greatest!  Happy  will  it  be  for  us,  if, 
in  sharing  the  common  lot,  we  close  our  earthly  career,  leaving 
the  evidences  of  having  lived  a  life  so  useful,  and  so  honor- 
able as  was  that  of  him,  whobe  loss  we  mourn. 

From  the  example  left  us  by  our  deceased  friend  and  brother 
member  of  this  Society,  may  we  all  learn  that  life  is  not  in 
length  of  days,  but  in  deeds;  that  an  early  grave,  found  in 
the  service  of  our  country  and  of  God,  is  better  than  a  long 
life  of  self-indulgence;  that  he  who  dies  with  uplifted  arm 
against  iniquity,  dies  not,  but  becomes  immortal. 

Honored  and  gifted  man!  true  patriot!  faithful  friend!  hail! 
and  farewell. 

Resolutions 

After  the  reading  of  the  address,  Messrs.  Samuel  D.  Has- 
tings, George  B.  Smith,  and  Lyman  C.  Draper,  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  report  appropriate  resolutions,  who,  through 
Hon.  Samuel  D.  Hastings,  submitted  the  following,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Hon.  B.  F.  Hopkins,  this  So- 
ciety has  lost  an  active  and  useful  member  and  former  officer, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  an  able  and  valuable  member, 
the  Second  Congressional  District  an  industrious  and  faithful 
representative,  the  State  at  largo  one  of  its  moat  widely  known 
and  influential  public  men,  and  the  city  of  Madison  one  of  its 
most  useful,  beloved  and  honored  citizens,  one  who  did  much  to 
promote  its  prosperity,  and  who  by  his  public  spirit  and  large* 
hearted,  yet  unobtrusive,  benevolence,  made  his  influence  felt 

among  all  classes,  both  in  public  and  in  private. 

"Resolved,  Thai  the  able  and  interesting  paper  touching  the 
litV,  character  and  public  services  of  Hon,  B.  P.  Hopkins  road 
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before  this  Society,  this  evening,  by  the  Hon.  David  Atwood, 
be  published  in  the  next  volume  of  tho  Society's  Transactions. 

uLlcsolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  for- 
warded to  the  widow  of  the  deceased." 
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By  Samuel  D.  Hastings 

In  response  to  a  request  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Obituaries,  I  present  to  the  State  Historical  Society,  a  brief 
notice  of  the  life,  character  and  public  services  of  the  late 
Senator  Elwood,  of  Green  Lake  county. 

Mr.  Elwood  was  born  in  Minden,  Montgomery  county,  ]STew 
York,  on  the  23rd  day  of  May,  1818,  of  parents  descended  from 
English,  German,  French  and  Swiss  ancestors,  and  died  at  his 
residence  in  Green  Lake  county,  of  consumption,  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  18G8,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age.  His  father 
who  was  a  farmer,  died  before  he  was  two  years  of  age,  and  G. 
Do  Witt  spent  his  boyhood  on  the  farm  and  at  common  schools. 

Mainly  by  his  own  exertions,  principally  by  teaching,  he 
spent  four  years  at  Cazenovia  Seminary  and  Fairfield  Acad- 
emy, preparing  himself  to  enter  the  senior  class  in  college,  but 
owing  to  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  he  Was  compelled 
to  abandon  his  purpose.  In  July,  1849,  he  was  happily  mar- 
ried, and  in  September  of  that  year,  came  to  Wisconsin,  and 
settled  at  the  village  of  Hamilton,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  be- 
low Princeton,  and  continued  to  reside  in  different  places  ID 
Green  Lake  county  until  his  death. 

During  almost  the  entire  period  of  his  residence  in  the  State, 
ho  was  occupied  in  some  important  public  position,  lie  arat 
filled  the  office  of  County  Surveyor,  afterward  that  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  Town  Superintendent  of  Schools,  In  fall 
of  1850,  he  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds  ol  the  old  county  of 
Marquette,  Tins  office,  and  thai  of  Register  of  Deeds  of  Green 
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Lake  county  he  held  for  four  full  terms,  eight  consecutive 
years,  and  up  to  the  time  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate. 
He  was  Deputy  County  Treasurer  during  his  last  two  terms  as 
Register.  In  the  truthful  words*  of  another,  "In  the  register's 
office  Mr.  Elwood  was  eminently  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place;  and  here  too,  he  was  entirely  at  home.  For  this  situa- 
tion he  had  certainly  very  rare  qualifications :  here  he  was  al- 
ways dignified,  yet  courteous  and  obligiug,  always  at  his  post, 
and  always  ready  and  prompt  to  discharge  his  duties.  Here 
matters,  which  to  most  other  men  would  have  been  abstruse 
and  difficult,  were  to  him  plain  and  easy.  Every  act  was  per- 
formed with  wonderful  ease,  and  with  almost  mathematical  ac- 
curacy and  precision,  and  so  quietly  and  apparently  easy  did 
he  move  along  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  that  he  caused 
us  to  forget  that  he,  with  a  distressing,  persistent  disease,  con- 
stantly and  painfully  active,  and  with  a  broken  physical  con- 
stitution, was  performing  labor  that  would  have  severely  taxed 
the  bodily  and  mental  powers  of  a  strong,  healthy  man." 

I  very  much  doubt  whether  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Reg- 
ister of  Deeds,  were  ever,  in  this  State,  or  anywhere  else,  better 
performed  than  they  were  by  Mr.  Elwood.  His  penmanship 
was  most  perfect,  and  for  public  records  was  equaled  by  that  of 
few  and  surpassed  by  none.  The  accuracy  and  neatness  with 
which  all  his  work  was  done  were  most  remarkable. 

In  the  fall  of  1 804,  Mr.  Elwood  was  elected  to  the  State 
Seriate,  and  represented  in  that  body,  for  two  years,  the  nine- 
teenth Senatorial  District.  His  superior  business  qualifica- 
tions, his  great  industry,  promptness  and  faithfulness  ren- 
dered him  admirably  adapted  for  usefulness  in  bis  new  field 
of  labor.  Upon  his  first  introduction  into  the  Senate,  he  was 
made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Legislative  Expenditures, 
and  a  member  of  the  important  committees  on  Finance,  and 
on  Education,  School  and  University  Lands,  and  during  the 
session  was  chairman  of  several  special  committees,  i<>  whom 
measures  of  great  importance  were  referred. 

One  of  the  most  Important  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  L865, 
was  the  passage  of  "A  bill  to  dispose  of  the  swamp  and  over 
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flowed  lands  and  the  proceeds  therefrom."  The  question  as 
to  the  proper  disposition  to  be  made  of  these  lands,  had  been 
the  subject  of  much  discussion  for  many  years.  There  was 
scarcely  any  question  in  which  the  people  of  the  State  general- 
ly were  more  interested,  and  in  relation  to  which  there  was  a 
greater  diversity  of  interest  and  of  views.  At  each  session  of 
the  Legislature  for  several  years  previous  to  1865,  measures 
had  been  introduced  with  a  view  of  making  some  satisfactory 
disposition  of  these  lands,  but  always  without  success.  Dur- 
ing the  session  of  1862,  a  bill  was  passed  through  both  houses, 
giving  the  whole  of  these  lands  to  the  counties  in  which  they 
were  situated,  but  the  veto  of  Gov.  Harvey  prevented  it  be- 
coming a  law.  Gov.  Harvey's  message  to  the  Legislature  con- 
taining his  veto  of  this  measure  was  one  of  the  ablest  and 
most  statesman-like  documents  he  ever  sent  forth,  and  one  for 
which  he  was  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  people,  and  for 
which  his  memory  should  ever  be  held  in  grateful  remembr- 
ance. 

The  bill  which  was  passed  in  1865,  originated  in  the  Assem- 
bly As  first  introduced,  it  was  very  imperfect,  containing 
many  crude  and  impracticable  provisions.  Many  long  and 
earnest  consultations  were  had  over  it  by  men  from  all  parts 
of  the  State,  but  in  putting  it  into  the  form  in  which  it  finally 
passed,  thus  making  it  acceptable  to  the  people  of  the  State 
generally,  and  putting  to  rest  forever  a  question  that  had  oc- 
casioned so  much  feeling  and  so  much  earnest  discussion,  the 
clear  head  and  plain  practical  common  sense  of  Mr.  Elwood 
had  a  controlling  influence.  The  carrying  into  effect  of  the 
provisions  of  the  law  rested  with  the  Commissioners  of  School 
and  University  Lands,  but  before  any  division  of  the  lands  or 
funds  could  be  made,  a  proper  basis  had  to  be  established  in 
harmony  with  the  several  provisions  of  the  act. 

To  establish  this  basis  was  a  work  requiring  a  vast  amount 
of  the  most  careful,  skillful  and  acourate  labor;  a  task  for 
which  comparatively  few  men  were  competent,  and  when  the 
'Commissioners  met  to  deoide  whom  they  should  call  upon  to 
P  7 
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perform  this  most  difficult  work,  they  could  think  of  no  one 
so  well  adapted  to  its  performance  as  Mr.  Elwood.  In  re- 
sponse to  their  call,  he  came  to  Madison  in  the  summer  of 
1865,  and  did  the  work  in  a  most  correct  and  satisfactory  man- 
ner. The  original  document  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  El- 
wood, on  file  in  the  School  Land  Office  at  the  Capitol,  is  a 
model  of  neatness  and  accuracy. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  1866,  Mr.  Elwood 
was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  committee  on  Education,  School 
and  University  Lands  of  the  Senate — a  position  of  great  im- 
portance, and  one  which  his  interest  in  the  general  subject  of 
education  rendered  him  peculiarly  qualified  to  fill. 

Among  other  important  measures  introduced  by  Mr.  El- 
wood at  this  session  of  the  Legislature,  two  may  be  mentioned 
as  showing  his  watchful  care  of  the  trust  funds  of  the  State: 
Eirst,  the  "transfer  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  trust  funds  of  the  State,  and  the  lands  belonging 
thereto  from  the  School  and  University  Ennds  to  the  General 
Eund;"  and,  second,  the  raising  of  "a  tax  to  pay  to  the  School 
Eund  the  amount  which  was  retained  by  the  United  States, 
from  the  five  per  cent  paid  in  its  settlement  with  the  State." 

As  a  legislator,  Mr.  Elwood  had  few  equals  and  no  supe- 
riors, lie  was  always  in  his  seat  when  the  Senate  was  in  ses- 
sion and  his  place  was  never  vacant  at  the  meetings  of  the 
committees  with  which  lie  was  connected.  Always  prompt, 
industrious,  efficient  and  conscientious,  with  his  superior  busi- 
ness qualifications,  clear  head  and  excellent  practical  common 
sense,  he  was  much  respected  by  his  associates,  and  soon  be- 
came  one  of  the  most  honored  and  influential  members  of  tho 
Senate. 

To  quote  again  the  fitting  words  of  another; 

"In  private  life  Mr.  Elwood  was  highly  esteemed.  He  waa 
strictly  and  exonif ilarily  moral,  a  kind  and  obliging  neighbor, 
an  intelligent  and  agreeable  associate,  and  in  all  respects  a 
good  citizen.  But  however  much  he  may  bo  missed  ;i  pub- 
lic man  and  private  citizen,  and  however  much  Ids  intimate 
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acquaintances  outside  his  family  circle  will  be  affected  by  his 
death,  it  is  in  that  family  circle  that  his  loss  will  be  most  last- 
ingly and  painfully  felt;  for  here  it  is  best  known  with  what 
fortitude  he  bore  up  against  bodily  disease  and  constant  suffer- 
ing, and  with  what  ceaseless  efforts  he  devoted  his  abilties  to 
the  comfort  and  happiness  of  every  member  of  his  family.'7 

In  his  younger  days  he  was  very  active  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation and  temperance,  and  in  this  State  was  prominent  in  or- 
ganizing one  of  the  first  temperance  societies  in  Green  Lake 
county.  He  never  lost  interest  in  either  cause;  but  his  great 
infirmity — asthma — hindered  him  much  in  public  speaking. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  until  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  when  he  identified  himself  with  it.  In  politi- 
cal life,  as  elsewhere,  he  acted  from  convictions  of  duty.  ~No 
influence  could  sway  him  from  what  lie  considered  the  right 
course. 

I  knew  him  as  a  correspondent  of  the  State  Treasurer's 
office  several  years  before  I  had  the  opportunity  to  form  his 
personal  acquaintance,  and  so  clearly  were  the  noble  traits  of 
his  character  exhibited  even  in  his  business  letters,  that  I 
learned  to  honor  and  esteem  him  long  before  we  met. 

In  his  ordinary  intercourse  with  his  fellow  men,  he  was 
quiet  and  retiring;  with  his  intimate  friends  he  was  genial, 
frank  and  confiding.  His  benevolence  was  so  unobtrusive, 
that  but  few  knew  what  he  did  in  that  direction.  No  one 
could  be  much  with  him  without  being  impressed  with  the 
conviction  that  he  Avas  an  upright,  conscientious  man,  striving 
to  discharge  faithfully  the  duties  which  he  owed  to  his  God, 
his  country,  and  to  those  around  him,  and  few  men,  in  their 
practice,  came  nearer  to  fulfilling  their  duly  than  ho  did. 

Ho  lived  the  life  of  a  good  and  true  man,  ami  died,  sus- 
tained by  a  Christian's  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality  beyond 
(he  grave.  In  his  death  the  State  has  lost  one  of  its  best  and 
most  useful  citizens;  one  who  did  much  to  promote  iis  proa 
parity — whose  deeds  will  live  after  him,  and  whose  example 
it,  will  ever  be  safe  to  follow. 
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The  following  resolution  offered  by  Hon.  G.  B.  Smith, 
passed  unanimously: 

''Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  the  late  Hon.  G.  De  Witt 
Elwood  we  recognize  an  able  and  conscientious  man,  one  who 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  various  public  positions  to 
which  he  was  called  by  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow  citizens,  as 
well  as  in  his  social  and  private  relations,  set  an  example  of 
industry  and  faithfulness  worthy  of  the  imitation  of  all,  and 
that  in  his  death,  the  county  in  which  he  resided,  as  well  as  the 
State  at  large,  has  met  with  a  great  loss. 

"Besolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  for- 
warded to  the  family  of  the  deceased." 
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Civil  Life,  Services  and  Charac- 
ter of  William  A.  Barstow* 


By  Edward  M.  Hunter 

I  approach  this  subject  Avitlx  great  diffidence.  A  sketch 
comprehending  only  the  outlines  of  those  occurrences  crowded 
into  the  eventful  years  of  Gov.  Barstow's  political  life  which 
aroused  the  passions  and  affected  the  interests  of  our  people, 
would  fill  a  volume.  •  I  can  only  hope  to  furnish  a  few  of  the 
salient  points  in  his  career,  and'  leave  to  the  historian  of  the 
future  much  to  which  I  would  willingly  refer  and  dwell  upon. 
The  space  also  to  which  I  am  limited  in  your  volume,  leaves 
no  choice  but  to  confine  myself  to  the  most  important  incidents 
in  his  life,  alone. 

Gov.  Barstow  came  of  an  excellent  family  who  had  their 
ancestral  seat  at  l\Taburn  Hall,  York,  England,  and  their  de- 
scendants are  still  to  be  found  in  the  West  Hiding  of  York- 
shire. There  were  four  brothers  who  left  their  home  in  1635; 
two  of  whom,  George  and  William,  came  over  in  the  ''True 
Love"  from  London,  ami  landed  at  Boston  in  that  year.  It  does 

not  ap]  ear  whether  John  Barstowj  toe  ancestor  of  our  Gov- 
ernor, came  on  that  vessel  with  the  brothers  mimed  or  not,  but 
the  records  show  that  at,  or  about  that  time,  be  came  and  m  tiled 

in  the  Province  near  them.    William  A.  Barstow,  ilie  father 
of  tlie  subject  of  (bis  sketch,  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  broth 
ers,  all  of  whom  served  in  the  patriot  army  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War;  and   William,  wben  a  boy  of  but    fourteen  years, 


•  Bead  before  the  Society  February  21,  1870, 
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was  one  of  a  company  of  militia,  and  with  a  musket  on  his 
shoulder  marched  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  New  London,  at  the 
time  Benedict  Arnold  was  ravaging  the  sea  coast  and  de- 
stroyed that  town. 

His  son,  William  Augustus  Barstow,  whose  career  we  now 
propose  to  trace,  was  horn  at  Plainfield,  a  village  in  Windham 
county,  Comiecticut,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1813;  he  died 
at  Leavenworth,  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  on  the  13th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1865,  and  but  a  few  months  after  he  had  visited  for  the 
last  time  this  State,  which  he  continued  to  the  end  to  call  his 
home.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  William  A.  had,  with 
his  brothers,  no  other  advantages  of  education  than  those  af- 
forded by  the  common  schools  of  the  period,  and  they  even, 
were  confined  to  the  winter  season,  as  during  the  summer  their 
labor  was  required  upon  the  farm. 

Here  William  continued  with  the  family  until  he  attained 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  left  his  home,  and  became  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  his  brother,  Samuel  H.  Barstow,  now 
of  Waukesha,  at  Norwich,  Connecticut,  and  where  he  remained 
for  the  period  of  four  years. 

In  April,  1S31,  he  gave  up  his  position  as  clerk  for  his 
brother,  removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  entered  into  business 
with  Horatio  N.  Barstow,  an  elder  brother  who  had  preceded 
him  there.  Here  for  about  five  years,  the  firm  in  which  he 
was  a  partner,  carried  on  a  very  extensive  business  as  mill- 
ers and  forwarders.  They  ranked  high  as  energetic  and  hon- 
orable business  men,  and  were  only  compelled  at  last  to  sus- 
pend by  the  calamity  which  overwhelmed  all  th>so  extensively 
engaged  in  manufacturing  and  traffic  at  that  period.  This 
brother,  Horatio  N.,  was  subsequently  drowned  at  the  Rod 
River  Raft  in  Arkansas,  when  engaged  in  the  execution  of  a 
contract  lie  had  entered  into  villi  the  General  Government. 
He  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  energy,  enterprise  and  sagacity 
— in  many  of  his  traits  resembling  Btrongly  the  Bubjeei  of  this 
sketch — who  always,  miugl^d  with  the  affection  of  a  brother, 
entertained  toward  him  the  highest  admiration  tot  his  com 
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manding  talents,  and  the  regret  he  carried  with  him  was  deep 
and  heartfelt  at  his  loss. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1839,  Gov.  Barstow  removed 
from  Cleveland.  He  had  previously  gathered  much  and  accu- 
rate information  relative  to  the  then  young  and  distant  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  and  by  it  was  induced  to  recommence  the 
struggle  for  fortune  here,  among  the  hardy  pioneers  who  had 
preceded  him  and  located  their  homes  in  the  wilderness  of  the 
frontier.  On  reaching  Wisconsin,  he  fixed  his  residence  at  the 
then  so-called  "village"  of  Prairieville,  consisting  of  a  little 
cluster  of  houses,  .and  assisted  by  some  of  his  enterprising 
friends  at  Cleveland,  purchased  water  power  at  the  former 
point,  together  with  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  160 
acres  now  covered  by  the  flourishing  village  of  Waukesha,  into 
which  Prairieville  has  since  been  metamorphosed. 

Here,  under  his  supervision,  a  flouring-mill  was  erected,  con- 
sidered at  that  time  to  be  the  best  one  outside  of  Milwaukee; 
and  here  he  continued  for  a  number  of  years  actively  engaged 
in  the  milling  and  mercantile  business,  rapidly  extending  his 
circle  of  acquaintance,  and  formed  those  ties  of  enduring  friend- 
ship which  were  strengthened  by  time,  and  terminated  only 
with  his  life.  Many  of  the  "old  settlers"  are  still  among  us, 
who  can  recall  the  many  and  varied  acts  of  kindness  and  gener- 
osity by  which  those  ties  were  created.  It  was  a  new  country, 
and  the  pioneer  had  more  of  hardships  and  want  to  encounter 
than  the  most  of  us  can  now  realize,  and  Mr.  Parstow's  oc- 
cupation as  miller  and  merchant  made  him  cognizant  of  much 
of  that  distress  and  wretchedness  which  his  generous  hand 
never  failed  to  relieve,  and  that  too  when  the  chances  for  re- 
payment were'  poor  indeed.  Those  prostrated  by  the  sickness 
incident  to  a  new  country,  and  discouraged  by  the  failure  of 
crops  or  other  means  upon  which  they  had  depended,  knew  not. 
olsrwhoro  to  turn  in  their  distress,  never  applied  to  him  in 
vain.  Of  this  there  is  evidence  in  abundance,  and  neither  was 
66  forgotten,  when  in  the  later  time,  those  he  had  ihns  aided 
could  show  their  sense  of  his  generosity  by  the  support  they 

gave  him  at  (he  polls. 
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In  those  days,  which  to  many  of  us,  in  the  retrospect,  seern 
hut  as  yesterday,  railroads  were  not  dreamed  of,  and  the  plank- 
road  was  an  improvement  yet  to  he  reached.  The  settler  was 
then  isolated  for  a  goodly  portion  of  the  year,  and  when  the 
Lake  steamers  ceased  their  trips  in  the  fall,  the  inhabitants 
were  cut  off  almost  entirely  from  the  outside  civilization.  The 
stages  of  Frink,  Walker  ^  Co.,  it  is  true,  toiled  through  and 
brought  the  mails  from  the  ea^t,  ami  an  occasional  passenger 
from  abroad;  but  so  far  as  the  mass  of  the  people  were  con- 
cerned, they  were  as  completely  cut  off  from  the  home  in  the 
East  whence  most  of  thein  had  immigrated,  as  if  a  thousand 
miles  of  unhospitahle  desert  stretched  between.  The  mer- 
chant whose  stock  had  proved  inadequate  to  the  demand  would 
sometimes  venture  the  journey  to  ]\rew  York,  but  it  was  an 
undertaking  of  magnitude  canvassed  by  the  entire  community, 
and  not  unfrequently  occupied  several  weeks  from  Milwaukee 
to  the  former  city.  It  cost  often  an  entire  day  of  toilsome 
travel  to  reach  Prairieville  from  Milwaukee — the  vast  metrop- 
olis of  2,500  souls;  and  as  the  .shades  of  evening  gathered,  the 
camp  fires  of  the  farmer  or  teamster  from  the  interior  were 
lighted  along  the  lonely  road;  none  dared  to  encounter  the 
perils  of  the  "Milwaukee  Woods"  without  the  light  of  day  to 
assist  him  through  its  devious  navigation. 

In  a  small  and  isolated  community  such  as  Waukesha  was, 
the  miller  and  merchant  combined  Avas  a  personage  of  no  small 
importance,  and  had  frequent  opportunity  for  the  exhibition  of 
his  true  character,  whether  kindly  and  charitable  or  the  reverse. 
We  have  stated,  what  the  habit  of  Gov.  BarstQW  was  in  this 
respect  at  the  period  mentioned,  and  such  acts  do  nol  always 
die  and  become  lest,  when  he  who  was  the  willing  giver  has 
passed  away  forever.  The  Slight  of  snffering  he  could  net  en- 
dure, and  none  existed  where  be  could  prevenl  or  remedy  n. 
7V  single  instance  of  his  readiness  to  assist  those  who  needed 

aid  must  suffice  lor  my  relation  here.  Mrs.  Jackson,  wln.se 
husband,  the  postmaster  at  ihe  Village,  had  died  BOOB  after  Mr. 
BarstOW's  arrival,  was  It ■  ft  with  but  scanty  means  for  the  sup- 
port of  herself  and  children.    The  active  politicians  were  siir 
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prised  when  it  became  known  that  the  new-comer  had,  un- 
asked, through  his  acquaintance  with  Gov.  Dodge,  secured  the 
office  for  une  who  needed  it  most,  and  whose  ability  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  connected  with  it  was  unquestioned.  In- 
stances of  a  like  character  could  be  repeated  were  it  necessary, 
that  would  fill  a  volume.  He  was  known  and  respected  for 
other  traits  than  those  of  kindness  and  generosity,  however. 
He  was  the  true  and  loyal  friend  who  never  made  athe  prom- 
ise to  tho  ear,  but  broke  it  to  the  hope" — the  acute,  far-sighted 
counsellor,  and  the  honorable  and  upright  judge,  to  whom  all 
were  willing  to  refer  their  causes  of  difference. 

Such  a  man  could  not  fail  soon  to  become  widely  known, 
and  he  rapidly  attained  to  rank  among  the  foremost  of  those 
who  controlled  the  affairs  of  the  village  and  county.  He  held 
at  one  time  the  office  of  Postmaster,  and  which  he  retained 
until  he  surrendered  it  into  the  hands  of  the  late  Postmaster 
General  Pandall,  then  a  young  man  commencing  the  prac- 
tice of  the  law  at  Prairieville.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the 
three  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Milwaukee,  which  then 
embraced  what  is  now.  Waukesha  county  within  its  limits,  and 
which  was  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  supervisor  system.  He 
was  prominent  and  efficient  in  the  movement  which  resulted 
in  the  creation  of  the  county  of  Waukesha  by  its  being  taken 
from  the  territorial  area  of  Milwaukee.  Until  he  changed  his 
residence  and  removed  to  Madison,  be  took  an  active  pari  in 
all  matters  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  county,  and  never 
lost  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  locality  which  had  been  his 
"first  homo  in  the  new  State  of  his  adoption. 

In  April,  1844,  he  was  married  to  Miss  "Maria  Quarles,  of 
Soutliport,  as  it  was  then  known,  HOW  (ho  city  of  Konosna, 

Tn  I  be  fall  of  1849*,  Mr.  Barstow  was  nominated  by  the 
1)(  smocratic  State  convention  for  the  offico  of  Secretary  of 
Shite  upon  the  ticket  with  Qovernor  Dewey,  and  Buoceeding 
in  the  canvass,  and  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  tbe  duties 
of  the  office,  found  its  affairs  in  the  condition  of  chaos.  His 
dear  and  methodical  mind  booe  brought  order  out  of  confu- 
sieii,  mid  with  patient,  and  untiring  labor,  lie.  with  his  own 
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hand,  wrote  out  in  the  most  complete  and  finished  manner 
nearly  the  full  record  of  the  office  up  to  the  moment  when  it 
came  under  his  control. 

Piiying  his  term  of  office  as  Secretary,  the  school  lands  be- 
longing to  the  State  were  brought  into  market  to  be  sold  under 
the  supervision  of  the  three  Commissioners,  of  which  he  by 
virtue  of  his  position  became  one,  and  it  was  a  work  of  more 
than  ordinary  magnitude  to  arrange  all  of  the  complicated  de- 
tails necessary  to  the  perfection  of  a  system  which  was  to  ren- 
der the  State  and  purchaser  secure  in  their  several  rights. 
That  he  and  his  associates  did  their  duty  well  has  been  long 
conceded,  and  the  care  taken  by  them  in  examining  the  security 
offered  by  those  desiring  loans  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that,  as 
I  believe  to  be  the  case,  not  a  dollar  of  the  fund  so  placed  up- 
on loan  by  them  was  ever  lost.  In  all  of  the  details  connect- 
ed with  this  important  matter,  the  clear  and  business-like  mind 
of  Gov.  Bars  tow  was  never  at  fault,  and  his  associates,  sel- 
dom if  ever  found  occasion  to  differ  from  his  rapid  but  always 
accurate  judgment.  The  School  and  University  land  matters 
connected  with  our  State,  bear  from  the  first  the  impress  of  his 
careful  supervision,  and  to  him  more  than  to  any  other  person 
belongs  the  credit  of  the  system  adopted,  and  which  now  gov- 
erns in  the  control  of  that  department. 

Some  time  subsequent  to  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office 
as  Secretary  of  State,  ho  became  interested  in  the  Fox  and 
Wisconsin  Improvement,  and  for  a  time  bent  his  energies 
toward  the  completion  of  that  important  work  in  connection 
with  some  other  active  business  men  and  contractors.  L  have 
not  material  at  hand  from  which  I.  could  obtain  any  particulars 
of  the  extent  of  the  work  performed  by  him  and  his  associates, 

I  can  only  now  recall  the  fact,  that  ii  was  accepted,  and  at  the 
time  was  highly  spoken  of  as  being  the  best  work  which  had, 
up  to  that  period,  been  completed  along  the  line  of  the  im- 
provement lie  never  Inst  his  interest  in  this  great  enterprise, 
now  recognizee]  by  thoughtful  and  experienced  engineers  as  a 
work  of  truly  national  importance,  and  second  as  >u<'h  t<>  hut 
few,  crowded,  as  our  country  is,  with  enterprises  id  gigantic 
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magnitude  and  interest  to  the  entire  commercial  world.  He 
saw  its  importance  at  that  early  day,  and  wherever  and  when- 
ever called  upon,  his  voice  and  efforts  were  always  ready  to 
advance  it.  Throughout  his  messages  to  the  Legislature  are 
scattered  ample  evidences  of  this  fact. 

He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  first  railroad  enterprise  in 
our  State,  and  was  among  the  foremost  of  those  who  lent  their 
influence  toward  securing  the  charter  of  the  Milwaukee  and 
Mississippi  Railroad,  and  as  one  of  the  original  subscribers  to 
tho  capital  stock,  and  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  Com- 
pany, his  efficient  aid  was  of  importance  in  its  early  struggle 
for  existence. 

But  it  was  not  alone  in  enterprises  of  interest  to  the  State 
that  his  acute  and  comprehensive  mind  foresaw  the  agencies 
of  vast  usefulness  in  the  future.  While  the  great  Pacific  Rail- 
way yet  seemed  even  to  the  sanguine  as  the  work  of  a  genera- 
tion, and  to  the  doubting  as  one  too  stupendous  to  be  under- 
taken he  urged  our  Legislature  in  stirring  language,  to  memo- 
rialize Congress  in  its  behalf.  It  was  in  1S5G  he  wrote  in  his 
annual  message:  "I  know  of  no  enterprise  so  well  calculated 
to  add  to  the  resources  of  the  whole  country,  nor  any  which 
can  approximate  to  it  in  the  rapidity  with  which  it  would  de- 
velop the  same.  Tt  would  become  literally  a  highway  of 
nation-,  and  the  treasures  of  either  hemisphere  would  seek  a 
passage  across  it  to  find  their  mart  in  the  other.  Tho  increase 
of  material  wealth  in  tho  country,  by  the  opening  up  of  the 
almost  boundless  regions  of  the  West,  will  set  calculation  at 
defiance;  and  while  this  will  add  to  our  power  as  a  people,  it 
will  furnish  another  link  in  the  chain  which  binds  US  together 
as  :i  common  whole." 

To  anticipate  somewhat  in  fehe  order  of  time,  it  may  not  be 
out  of  place,  in  this  connection,  to  mention  an  enterprise  with 
which  lie  was  prominently  connected,  and  which  bnl  For  unto- 
ward circumstances^  would  long  ere  ibis  have  been  completedj 
and  would  have  added  many  millions  ti>  our  wealth  aa  a  State, 
and  contributed  immensely  to  the  welfare,  population,  and  ma- 
terial growth  of  the  northwestern  portion  of  our  country. 
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In  1855,  if  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  Gov.  Barstow 
was  ehosen  President  of  the  St.  Croix  and  Lake  Superior  Rail- 
road Company,  and  immediately  set  on  foot  energetic  measures 
to  advance  that  important  enterprise.  By  bis  active  aid  a  val- 
uable land  grant  was  secured,  the  route  surveyed  and  estab- 
lished, and  the  contract  let  for  the  entire  length  from  Hudson 
to  Superior  City,  to  responsible  contractors,  who  were  speedily 
on  the  ground  with  a  large  force  of  men  and  with  ample  mate- 
rial to  grade  the  road.  A  liberal  offer  from  responsible  parties 
in  Canada  was  made  to  furnish  the  iron,  and  there  was  every 
prospect  of  a  speedy  completion  of  that  important  work.  Rival 
parties,  through  the  exercise  of  agencies  which  I  will  not 
stop  to  characterize  in  the  manner  they  deserve,  by  playing  upon 
the  unquestioning  good  faith  and  confidence  in  others  which 
Gov.  Barstow  always  entertained  in  too  great  a  degree  for  his 
own  welfare,  succeeded  in  obtaining  control  of  the  land  grant 
and  ultimately  of  the  road.  The  result  of  this  we  are  all  now 
acquainted  with;  but  it  is  as  certain  as  any  calculation  for  the 
future  in  this  life  can  be,  if  the  St.  Croix  road  had  been  left 
where  it  rightfully  belonged,  under  the  control  of  Gov.  Bar- 
stow  and  his  associates,  that  a  city  would  now  adorn  the  Bay 
of  Superior — the  northwestern  portion  of  our  Stale  echo  with 
the  hum  of  varied  industry,  and  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway 
have  reached  its  terminus  on  the  shore  of  the  Western  Ocean. 
Bill  such  was  not  to  be  the  case — the  fates  were  against  him, 
and  it  is  but  poor  consolation  that  the  result  of  bad  faith  and 
rivalry  in  business,  and  other  matters  of  personal  concernment, 
resulted  in  the  downfall  of  those  who  caused  the  disaster  to 
themselves,  and  the  interests  they  controlled,  and  retarded,  for 
probably  a  quarter  of  a  century,  the  growth  tad  development 
of  so  large  a  portion  of  our  State.  All  that  he  claimed  for  the 
Pacific  road  would  have  beeti  accomplished  sooner  than  ii  was. 
and  one  of  its  termini  would  have  been  within  the  Limits  of  the 
Stale  of  Wisconsin. 

In  IS.V5  be  w;is  nominated  ;is  Governor  by  the  Democratic 
State  Convention  over  bis  opponent,  the  then  bite  State  Treaa 

nre'r,   Col.   Jairus  C.    FairrbiM,   and    be   was  elected    to  thai 


1872] 


William  A.  Barstow 


1  o  I 


honorable  position.  He  took  his  seat  in  January,  1854,  and 
the  troubled  portion  of  a  hitherto  peaceful,  if  somewhat 
chequered  career  began. 

Up  to  this  period  the  Democracy  had  been  the  leading  party 
in  Wisconsin;  for  Gov.  harwcll,  whoso  administration  had 
just  closed,  was  elected  as  a  no-party  man,  and  was  in  fact  a 
moderate  Whig  at  a  time  when  the  distinction  between  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged  and  the  Democracy  had  been  ob- 
literated. .New  elements  were  now  rapidly  forming,  destined 
to  sweep  away  all  past  issues,  and  new  leaders  of  a  new  party 
were  arraying  those  forces  under  new  war  cries  before  which 
the  time-honored  Democracy  were  doomed  to  go  down,  and  for 
a  time  be  crushed.  The  growing  feeling  of  sectional  hatred 
was  accelerated  and  embittered  by  demagogues  in  either  sec- 
tion North  and  South,  and  the  efforts  of  the  more  conserva- 
tive who  then  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  Gov.  Barstow, 
were  powerless  to  prevent  or  correct  it.  The  ferocity  which 
then  characterized  party  effort  and  feeling  in  national  matters, 
unavoidably  permeated  the  politics  of  our  own  State,  and  was 
finally  aided  by  local  causes  which  created  a  state  of  feeling 
dangerous  to  the  continuance  of  peace  in  our  midst.  The  first 
year  of  his  administration  was,  however,  one  of  comparative 
quiet  in  matters  of  State  concernment,  and  none  dreamed  of 
the  evil  in  store  for  us  in  the  then  near  future. 

Who,  then  resident  amongst  tts,  does  not  remember  the  vir- 
ulent attacks  made  upon  the  State  administration  after  this 
time,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  Governor  Barstow's  first 
term?  And  who  now  credits  a  tithe  of  the  charges  then  made? 
The  air  was  filled  with  the  cries  of  "School  Land  frauds,"  "In- 
sane Asylum  frauds,"  and  following  shortly  after,  "Robbery 
of  the  State  Treasury,"  and  what  not?  So  hitler  and  persist 
ent  were  the  attacks,  that  men  reading  but  the  party  press  an- 
tagonistic to  Governor  Barstow,  became  so  biased  as  to  he 

lievo  that  the  State  (lovorunient  was  controlled  at  that  period 
by  a  class  of  men  under  Ins  leadership,  whose  proper  place  \v;i- 
the  inside  of  the  prison  at  WaupiUl.  11c  was  subjected  to  un- 
qualified denunciation  for  the  interest  lie  exhibited  in  securing 
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accurate  scientific  research,  and  the  care  he  took  of  the  great 
mineral  interest  of  the  State,  by  the  removal  of  an  objection- 
able appointee,  and  the  selection  of  that  eminent  scholar  and  ac- 
complished geologist,  Dr.  James  G.  Percival.  In  this,  as  in 
all  other  matters,  his  sound  judgment  was  vindicated  by  the 
result.  The  first  report,  issued  by  that  profound  and  labori- 
ous professor,  silenced  the  voice  of  party  clamor;  but  none  of 
those  who  created  it  were  generous  or  magnanimous  enough  to 
admit  the  error  or  correct  the  wrong.  It  is  unnecessary,  and 
would  be  profitless,  to  enter  upon  the  details  of  these  matters 
now.  It  is  enough  to  state,  as  the  records  of  the  time  estab- 
lish, that  the  most  thorough  investigation  thereafter,  conducted 
by  men  anxious  to  discover  and  establish  as  facts  the  wholesale 
charges  made,  failed  utterly  in  bringing  to  light  a  single  action 
of  Governor  ]]arstow's  which  did  not  square  with  his  duty. 
He  had  time  and  again  in  vain  urged  the  Legislature  to  a  thor- 
ough investigation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  business  of  the 
several  departments  had  been  conducted,  and  the  result  of  all 
these  researches  when  at  last  made,  directed  in  the  spirit  I 
have  indicated,  resulted,  as  men  now  know,  in  finding  the 
loose  keeping  of  the  treasury  accounts  to  be  the  only  fault, 
and  whether  the  administration  of  Governor  Farwell  should 
not  have  been  held  accountable  for  even  this,  wTas  never  known. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  for  me  in  this  connection  to  state,  that 
intimate  as  I  necessarily  was  with  all  that  was  done  or  consid- 
ered in  the  Executive  OhMce  during  the  time  Gov.  BarstOW 
retained  his- position,""  there  was  nothing  done  or  proposed  af- 
fecting the  public  interest,  hut  what  might  have  been  printed 
in  the  largest  type,  and  hung  upon  the  outer  wall  of  the  Capi- 
tol for  the  inspection  of  all.  lie,  during  thai  period,  neither 
counseled,  took  into  consideration,  nor  J  id  a  public  v  n>m: 
and  his  children  need  never  fear  to  direct  the  closest  scrutiny 
toward  his  acts  as  Governor  of  Wisconsin.  When  he  first  en- 
tered upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  he  was  in 
comfortable  circumstances--- when  he  left  it  ho  was  poor,  and 
was  harassed  for  the  want  of  means,  and  all  that  lie  sub* 

♦Colonel  I F  in  tor,  ns  is  well  known,  was  Governor  BttrttOW*!  private  s,  no- 
tary     I..  C.  t), 
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quently  secured  and  lost  did  not  repay  him  the  amount  he  ex- 
pended during  his  official  term  from  his  private  purse. 

In  the  fall  of  1865,  Gov.  Barstow  was  again  placed  in 
nomination  as  chief  executive  officer  of  the  State,  by  a  large 
majority  of  those  composing  the  Democratic  Convention,  and 
who  thereby  endorsed,  so  far  as  it  was  possible  at  that  time  to 
endorse,  his  course  as  Governor,  and  evinced  their  determina- 
tion to  stand  by  him  in  the  appeal  he  desired  to  make  to  the 
people  of  the  Stare.  In  this,  those  best  acquainted  with  Gov. 
Barstow,  will  recognize  a  peculiar  trait  of  the  man's  charac- 
ter. If  his  administration  had  glided  along  peacefully  and 
unopposed,  as  did  those  of  his  predecessors,  he  would  have 
cared  little  for  a  re-election.  His  ambition  sufficiently  gratified 
by  his  first  election,  would  have  rested  there.  But  all  of  the 
bitterest  elements  of  political  partisanship  had  been  aroused 
in  opposition  to  him ;  he  had  been  accused  of  offences  against 
every  proper  rule  of  public  and  private  conduct  which  the  in- 
genuity of  hatred  could  devise;  the  ordinary  vocabulary  of 
abuse  was  exhausted,  and  invention  was  strained  to  fashion 
epithets  the  better  to  designate  a  new  class  of  offenders  incap- 
able of  an  upright  thought  or  action.  "Barstow  and  the 
balance"  became,  under  the  vigorous  manipulation  of  the  op- 
position, a  hydra-headed  monster  fit  only  to  be  damned  by 
universal  execration. 

He  was  fully  conscious  of  the  wrong  done  him;  and  this 
determined  and  furious  opposition  aroused  the  combative  ele- 
ment which  was  never  wanting  in  Gov.  Barstow's  character, 
and  with  the  party  which  had  placed  him  in  nomination  fully 
endorsing  his  past  record,  he  entered  fearlessly  upon  a  canvass 
which  stirred  up  the  passions  of  the  conflicting  parties  to  a  far 
greater  degree  than  had  ever  before  been  witnessed  within  this 
State. 

Tt  resulted  in  his  being  declared  the  choice  of  the  people  by 
the  State  canvassers,  whose  duty  ii  was  to  count  the  votes,  and 
declare  which  of  tin;  contestants  bad  been  elected.  Ai  any 
other  time  in  our  history  there  would  have  n<»  question  arisen; 
for  either  the,  majority  would  have  been  so  decided  as  to  leave 
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no  room  for  doubt,  or  no  one  would  have  dreamed  of  question- 
ing the  decision  of  those  whose  sworn  duty  it  was  to  decide, 
and  decide  finally;  or  deemed  it  possible  to  resort  to  another 
tribunal  whose  acceptance  of,  and  action  upon  the  matter,  was 
considered  by  many  thoughtful  men  and  accomplished  jurists, 
to  be  little,  if  any,  short  of  revolutionary.  But  we  had  arrived 
at  the  verge  of  revolutionary  times,  and  were  rapidly  being 
drawn  toward  the  vortex  wherein  the  entire  fabric  of  our  Gov- 
ernment was  to  be  endangered.  The  minds  of  men  were  un- 
settled, and  the  feverish  restlessness  was  confined  to  no  one 
class,  and  affected  even  the  Judiciary.  So  highly  had  the  pas- 
sions of  men  been  wrought  up  by  the  political  contest  in  which 
we  were  emerged,  that  it  was  at  one  rime  here  dangerously 
near  a  collision;  and  those  who  were  then  best  cognizant  of 
the  prevailing  feeling,  well  knew  that  had  a  drop  of  blood  been 
shed  here — one  life  of  a  partisan  on  either  side  been  taken  in 
anger,  the  flame  of  civil  war  would  have  broken  out,  and  would 
have  raged  until' quenched,  as  it  always  has  been  and  must  be. 
It  was  well,  perhaps,  that  the  Kansas  and  ISTebraska  excite- 
ment directed  the  minds  of  those  comprising  political  parties 
elsewhere,  and  furnished  the  avenue  for  an  outlet  of  prevailing 
excitement  throughout  the  other  portions  of  the  country.  The 
intense  feeling  existing  here,  would  under  other  circumstances, 
have  aroused  the  attention  of  partisans  abroad,  and  the  out- 
side, stimulus  have  added  fuel  to  feed  our  domestic  discord,  al- 
ready sufficiently  alarming. 

But  fortunately,  perhaps,  the  crisis  passed  without  any  open 
demonstration  or  serious  collision.  The  decision  of  the  State 
canvassers  was  over-ruled  by  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  had  assumed  to  take  the  evidence  presented  by 
the  one  party  claimant,  Mr.  Coles  B*shford — and  entertain- 
ing jurisdiction  against  the  earnest  protest  of  Gov,  Barstow 
on  behalf  of  the  executive  authority,  and  in  defence  of  the 
system  of  Government  under  which  we  Lived,  proceeded  to 
render  its  decision. 

There  was  none  to  contest  its  determination.  Gov.  Bar 
stow,  under  the  influence  of  counsel,  hastily,  if  in  all  instances 
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honestly  given,  and  as  hastily  but  eertainly  conscientiously 
acted  upon,  had  resigned,  and  Gov.  Arthur  McArthur  did 
not  choose  to  contest  its  mandate. 

It  is  not  pleasant  to  recur  to  these  disastrous  days — at  least 
not  to  one,  who  may  be  pardoned  the  egotism  of  saying,  that 
what  he  alludes  to  he  saw,  and  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  part 
of;  the  errors  which  were  committed,  and  which  might  have 
been  avoided — the  hasty  action  which  subsequent  reliection 
condemned,  though  done  in  all  honesty  are  not  pleasant  sub- 
jects for  consideration  now,  in  view  of  the  important  results 
which  might  have  followed  a  dili'erent  course  of  conduct. 

The  so  called  "trial"  was  an  ably  managed  political  per- 
formance at  which  the  most  prominent  actors  secretly  sneered, 
while  gloating  over  the  revenge  thereby  secured  fur  fancied 
wrongs.  In  this  I  do  not  intend  to  reflect  upon  the  integrity 
of  those  then  constituting  the  Supreme  Court;  if  living,  I  be- 
lieve they  would,  upon  a  proper  occasion  furnished,  reverse 
their  action.  The  fierce  pertinacity  with  which  a  one-sided 
controversy  was  pressed,  at  a  time  of  terrible  party  excitement, 
overcame  their  cooler  judgment,  as  I  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve. But  I  cannot  forget  that  it  was  the  leading  counsel  for 
the  relator,  whose  efforts  gave  respectability,  and  whose  great 
legal  attainments  lent  the  sanction  to,  what  was  merely  party 
action,  utterly  without  precedent  in  the  history  of  our  politi- 
cal system  in  the  past,  as  I  trust  it  will  be  in  the  future,  with- 
out example.  It  will  be  an  evil  day  for  our  country  that  sees 
the  power  there  assumed  by  the  court  recognized  and  adopted; 
but  I,  for  one,  believe  the  memory  of  Governor  Barstow  will  be 
more  honored  in  the  coming  time  for  the  eloquent  protest  he 
then  uttered  against  judicial  usurpation,  than  for  any  other  one 
act  of  liis  life.  And  that  time  may  come  sooner  than  we  an- 
ticipate, when,  under  our  elective  system,  partisan  judges,  in 
attempting  to  carry  out  the  behests  of  those  who  made  them,  will 
bring  on  a  contest  which  can  lie  settled  but  in  0X16  way  if  we  are 
lo  remain  a  free  people,  and  the  memory  of  Harslow  will  be 

honored  then  by  all  who  truly  cherish  and  understand  our  sys- 
tem of  Government. 
8 
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With  his  resignation,  Gov.  Barstow  passed  from  the  active 
discharge  of  public  duties,  but  he  remained  still  the  recog- 
nized leader  of  the  party  which  had  stood  by  him  in  the  past. 
The  great  mass  of  those  composing  that  organization  never 
questioned  the  motives  which  guided  him  in  his  action,  and 
throughout  all  his  adversity  trusted  entirely  in  the  man  whose 
career  was  so  closely  connected  with  its  latest  hopeful  struggle 
for  ascendancy.  The  passions  of  the  hour  have  died  out,  and 
with  them  all  that  was  inimical  to  Barstow — and  men  are  now 
ready  to  believe  the  truth — that  he  was  subjected  to  grievous 
abuse  without  cause,  and  condemned  for  no  real  fault  of  his 
own. 

In  1857  he  removed  to  Janesville,  and  for  a  short  time  en- 
gaged in  connection  with  Hon.  Alexander  T.  Gray,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  during  his  first  term,  and  myself,  in  the  busi- 
ness of  banking,  with  the  result  that  might  easily  have  been 
predicted  by  any  one  accpiainted  with  Gov.  Barstow's  gen- 
erosity, and  the  profound  knowledge  of  the  business  possessed 
by  his  associates.  A  short  time  prior  to  the  civil  war,  he 
resumed  at  Janesville  his  old  business  of  milling,  for  which  he 
always  retained  a  strong  partiality,  and  which  was  his  latest 
regular  occupation  up  to  the  time  when  he  felt  called  upon  to 
enroll  himself  among  the  defenders  of  the  Union  he  reverenced 
above  all  things  earthly.  The  military  portion  of  his  career  I 
must  leave  to  other  and  abler  hands  than  mine  to  record. 

Gov.  Barstow  was  by  nature  cast  in  a  conservative  mould, 
and  in  the  best  senso  of  the  expression  he  was  a  conservative. 
He  believed  in  holding  fast  to  those  principles  which  time  had 
demonstrated  to  be  salutary.  Tie  dreaded  the  effect  of  innova- 
tion and  experiment,  and  denounced  the  disposition  t"  change, 
unless  it  appeared  that  positive  benefit  w;h  to  be  derived  from 
its  exercise.  Ho  had,  considering  bis  busy  life  and  limited  op 
pori unities,  thought  much  upon  the  science  of  Government 
and  considered  the  fixedness  of  established  principles  and 

laws,  of  paramount  importance.  ITot  for  insuring  the  immedi- 
ate well  being  of  the  people  alone,  but  to  engrave  upon  their 
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minds  that  reverence  for  their  authority  which  constant  change 
would  have  a  tendency  to  undermine.  A  respect  for  Govern- 
ment he  held  to  be  essential  to  its  existence,  and  he  deemed 
constant  and  radical  changes  in  the  laws  to  be  incompatible 
with  its  continuance.  He  would  hold  fast  to  that  which  was 
proved,  and  hence  his  deeply  rooted  reverence  for  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  his  opposition  to  unnecessary  legislation,  which  were 
exhibited  in  all  his  messages,  and  notably  so  in  1S55,  when  he 
wrote:  "The  certainty  of  a  law  is  one  of  the  chief  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  it,  and  it  is  not  clear  but  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter for  a  community  to  suffer  the  existence  of  bad  laws,  than  to 
live  under  a  system  which  is  subjected  to  continued  alterations." 
He,  with  all  his  conservative  tendencies,  believed  fully  in  the 
capacity  of  the  people  for  self-government,  and  which  is  clearly 
expressed  in  connection  with  the  rebuke  he  conveyed  to  the 
"Know  ISTothing  Party,"  as  it  was  then  called,  in  his  message 
delivered  in  185G,  which  I  will  not  now  stop  to  repeat. 

It  will  become  apparent  to  any  one  who  will  take  sufficient 
pains  to  peruse  his  messages  to  the  Legislature,  that  no  matter 
of  interest  to  the  State  ever  escaped  his  careful  attention ;  noth- 
ing was  overlooked,  and  there  is  one  monument  of  his  unyield- 
ing and  praiseworthy  devotion  to  the  well-being  of  an  unfor- 
tunate class  amongst  us,  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum — an  evidence 
as  well  of  the  wise  and  liberal  charity  of  the  State,  within 
sight  of  the  Capitol.  In  the  face  of  determined  opposition; 
which  at  one  time  extended  so  far  as  even  to  repeal  the  act 
which  had  been  passed  by  a  former  Legislature  upon  his  ur- 
gent recommendation,  and  to  which  he  promptly  interposed 
the  power  of  the  veto — he  by  his  firmness  retained  in  exig- 
ence that  highly  necessary  institution  np<m  the  ground  where 
his  influence  had  established  it.  It  would  be  no  ungraceful 
recognition  of  his  services  should  the  Legislature  sec1  tii  t<> 
attach  to  if,  his  name  as  a  lasting  memento  of  the  man  to  whose 
efforts  its  erection  at  that  lime  is  principally  owing,  and  who 
was  subjected  to  so  great  and  undeserved  abuse  on  its  account. 
Neither  should  this  Society  be  backward  in  lending  what  aid 

it  can  toward  preserving  bis  memory  during  the  coining  time. 


io8  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voi.vi 


for  among  those  to  whose  efforts  its  existence  is  owing,  none 
were  more  earnest  and  active  in  its  behalf,  and  he  freely  used 
the  influence  his  position  gave  him,  toward  securing  it  the  proud 
place  it  now  occupies  among  its  kindred  associations.* 

With  this  hasty  and  imperfect  sketch,  I  must  bid  adieu  to 
one,  who  was,  as  all  who  knew  him  can  vouch,  no  ordinary 
man;  and  those  who  knew  him  intimately  will  bear  testimony 
not  only  to  his  superior  gifts  of  intelligence,  but  to  the  unsur- 
passed goodness  of  his  heart  as  well,  and  to  his  sterling  integrity. 
Although  not  classically  educated,  but  few  not  accomplished 
scholars  could  detect  the  fact,  and  his  State  papers  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  any  in  this  country  in  their  style  of  com- 
position, as  none  are  clearer  in  their  statements  of  matters  nec- 
essary to  be  considered,  and  few  their  equals  in  breadth  of  view 
and  far-sighted  comprehension  of  the  wants  and  necessities  of 
the  future. 

Bred  up  as  a  business  man  merely,  and  close  and  accurate 
in  all  of  its  details,  he  had  yet  the  catholic  comprehension  of  a 
statesman,  and  grasped  with  the  intuitive  instinct  of  a  superior 
mind  all  the  graver  questions  of  State  or  national  importance, 
and  solved  them  with  a  sagacity  seldom  at  fault.  His  common 
sense  never  failed  him;  and  if  he  committed  errors,  it  some- 
times happened  that  he  was  aware  of  it,  but  could  not  allow 
his  judgment  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  kindly  impulses  of  his 
heart  which  the  former  condemned. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  he  was  generous  to  a  fault,  and 
his  was  one  of  those  rare  natures  which  will  sacrifice  the  inter- 
est of  self  to  aid  others ;  and  if  we  can  now,  above  his  grave, 
when  reviewing  his  life,  condemn  him  for  anything,  it  is  for 
this — that  he  allowed  this  quality  to  control  him  to  too  great  an 
extent,  and  was  injured  most  by  the  excess  of  a  trait  of  rarest  vir- 
tue. He  was  incapable  of  deceit, and  unfortunately  for  himself  be 
could  not  appreciate  its  existence  in  others;  he  was  a  gentleman, 
and  would  as  soon  think  of  committing  a  crime  as  to  unn<  - 

•  Prior  to  his  gubernatorial  service,  Governor  Barsto*  used  to  it  tend  the 
early  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  took  an  Active  Interest  in  them;  approved  1 1 
Governor,  the  first  appropriation  to  the  Society;  and.  In  his  message  of  1805, 
highly  commended  the  Society  as  deserving  greater  legislative  encouragement  than 
had  hitherto  bees  accorded  to  It,  and  nrged  that  a  reasonable  salars  should  be 
provided  for  ihe  Corresponding  Secretary,  And  la  various  other  ways  be  coo 
tinned  to  manifest  his  abiding  Intorcst  lo  its  prosperity.-  r  C,  0 
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rily  hurt  the  feeling  of  any  one  with  whom  he  was  thrown  in 
contact ;  and  though  easily  approached  at  all  times,  no  one  was 
ever  allowed  an  undue  familiarity,  and  there  was  always  present 
with  him  that  indescribable  something  which  hedges  around  a 
man  of  superior  intellect  and  natural  refinement. 

It  may  not  became  me  to  speak  of  him  in  those  closer  rela- 
tions of  father,  husband  and  brother,  but  thrown  as  I  was  for 
a  long  time  in  necessarily  intimate  association  with  him,  I  can 
bear  testimony  that  no  family  could  ever  sustain  the  loss  of 
one  more  devoted  in  all  these,  than  he  was  when  the  grave  at 
last  closed  over  him.  He  was  a  patriot,  and  would  have  sac- 
rificed his  life  at  any  time  to  secure  the  continued  union  of 
these  states  under  the  Constitution;  and  the  references  made 
to  it  in  his  messages  to  the  Legislature  were  not  mere  expres- 
sions used  because  they  were  common,  but  the  heartfelt  senti- 
ments of  the  man,  proved  to  be  such  in  the  last  years  of  his 
life,  and,  when  the  time  had  come,  to  demonstrate  their  exist- 
ence by  action  which  left  no  room  for  doubt.  He  came  of  the 
stock  composed  of  those  men  whose  wisdom  and  valor  created 
the  Union,  and  it  could  not  be  that  he  would  be  found  anywhere 
else  than  in  the  front  rank  of  those  prepared  to  die  in  its  de- 
fence. 

lie  is  gone — and  there  is  nothing  for  his  sorrowing  friends 
left  to  do,  but  to  place  their  tribute  to  his  memory  upon  record. 
That  memory  will,  however,  last  long,  and  grow  more  vener- 
able as  time  shall  roll  on  its  course,  for  his  history  is  a  part  of 
that  of  the  State  while  it  was  yet  a  Territory,  and  he  has  left 
his  mark  upon  its  youth  as  a  state  also,  which  will  not  be  lost 
while  it  retains  its  history  as  such. 

We  who  have  known  him  so  long  and  intimately,  can  M  yei 
BCarcelj  realize  that  the  strong  man  whose  noble  form  and 
kindly  face  we  loved  to  greet  has  passed  away  forever.  What 
would  not  such  of  its  give,  could  we  restore  him  as  he  wu 
when  first  be  entered  this  Capitol  as  its  chief  ruler  at  the  time  I 
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William  A.  Barstow's  Military 

Services 

By  Elias  A  Calkins 

I  was  appoiiitecl  by  tlic  Stale  Historical  Society,  immediately 
after  the  death  of  the  late  William  A.  Bar-stow,  in  1865,  to 
prepare  his  memoirs  for  publication.  I  was  unable  at  the 
time,  and  until  I  left  the  State  in  ISO 7  for.  a  prolonged  absence, 
to  procure  the  necessary  materials,  especially  as  to  his  earlier 
life,  aud  my  task  was  therefore  left  unfulfilled.  The  Hon. 
E.  M,  Hunter  was  then  appointed  to  discharge  the  duty  which  I 
laid  neglected,  and  for  which  he  was  admirably  qualified  by  his 
literary  ability,  and  his  personal  and  official  intimacy  with  Gov- 
enor  Bar  stow. 

I  regret  to  learn,  however,  that  he  has  furnished  only  a  frag- 
ment, though  a  most  interesting  aud  valuable  one,  and  that  his 
work  terminates  where  a  very  important  period  of  Governor 
Barstow's  life  began — with  his  entrance  upon  the  military 
service  of  his  country  at  tin-  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil  War.  1 
learn  also  that  I  must  furnish  a  supplementary  fragment,  cov- 
ering that  portion  of  his  career,  or  that  the  story  will  go  to  the 
world  but  half  told,  and  the  records  of  the  Society  will  remain 
incomplete.  With  tin's  impulse,  in  the  midst  of  pressing  duties, 
and  without  any  adecpiate  books  <»f  reference  or  memoranda  be- 
fore mo,  I  undertake;  to  finish  the  task  fco  which  1  Wfel  assigned 
some  six  years  ago,  and  which  has  boon  commenced  by  another 
hand.  Of  course,  I  can  supply  but  a  meagre  outline  of  the  last 
font-  years  of  Governor  Barstow's  life,  and  1  cannot  furnish  a 
precise  date  to  any  part  of  the  narrative1.    I  mus1  add  that  my 

relations  to  him  during  that  time  render  B01T1G  egotistical  allu- 
sions unavoidable. 

In  August,  lsoi,  nt  the  request  of  a  number  of  gentlemen 
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zation — for  which  their  tastes  and  some  study  had  adapted 
them — I  visited  the  headquarters  of  Gen*  Fremont,  at  St.  Louis, 
with  letters  from  Gov.  Kandall,  certifying'  that  I  represented 
responsible  persons  interested  in  raising  a  force  of  cavalry, 
which  the  State  authorities  were  not  authorized  to  recruit  and 
equip.  I  met  Gov.  Barstow  at  St.  Louis,  where  he  had  been 
called  by  a  business  undertaking,  and  stated  to  him  my  mission. 
I  was  unable  to  procure  any  satisfactory  reply  from  Gen.  Fre- 
mont, and  Gov.  Barstow,  who  had  several  friends  in  military 
and  civil  life  there,  proposed  to  interest  himself  in  the  object  I 
had  in  view,  to  which  I  cordially  assented,  and  placed  all  the 
matters  connected  with  it  in  his  hands.  He  then  made  a 
proposition  to  Gen.  Fremont  to  recruit,  equip,  mount  and  arm 
in  Wisconsin  a  cavalry  regiment,  independent  of  State  author- 
ity, except  as  to  the  commissions  of  officers,  the  expenses  to  be 
reimbursed  by  the  Government;  and  his  proposition  was  ac- 
cepted. Gen.  Simon  Cameron  was  then  Secretary  of  War,  and 
about  that  time  visited  St.  Louis,  to  inspect  the  affairs  of  Gen. 
Fremont's  department,  and  Gov.  Bars  tow's  authority  to  raise 
the  cavalry  regiment  was  approved  by  him.  Several  weeks  had, 
of  course,  elapsed,  and  it  was  October  before  Gov.  Barstow  re- 
turned to  the  State,  when  he  established  the  cam])  rendezvous  at 
Janesville,  and  issued  notices  of  his  readiness  to  receive  recruits. 
Intelligence  reached  him  almost  immediately  of  the  formation 
of  several  companies  for  his  cam]),  when  he  was  notified  that  his 
authority  to  raise  the  regiment  had  been  revoked  by  the  War 
Department.  The  recruits,  of  course,  generally  disbanded,  and 
many  went  into  other  organizations.  A  few  of  the  companies, 
however,  retained  their  standing. 

Gov.  Barstow  proceeded  at  once  to  Washington,  ami,  after 
a  short  delay,  procured  a  renewal  of  his  authority  t<»  raise  the 
regiment,  with  which  he  returned  t<>  the  State.  He  was  then 
commissioned  as  Colonel  of  the  regiment,  November  L861. 
It  was  still  some  weeks  before  be  could  procure  camp  equip- 
age, ami  the  baffling  delays  had  discouraged  recruiting.  These 

difficulties  were,  however,  surmounted,  ami  in   1  Vcembor  the 
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first  companies  entered  camp.  In  January,  1862,  the  regiment 
was  filled  to  the  minimum,  and  in  February  the  maximum  was 
reached.  The  following  is  the  roster  of  the  regiment,  when 
completely  organized,  as  it  left  the  State : 

William  A.  Barstow,  Colonel. 

Richard  H.  White,  Lieut.  Colonel. 

Elias  A.  Calkins,  Major  1st  Battalion. 

Benjamin  S.  Henning,  Major  2d  Battalion. 

John  C.  Schroelintf,  Major  3d  Battalion. 

Henry  Saudes,  Adjutant. 

Asa  W.  Parr,  Quartermaster. 

Francis  Quarles,  Commissary. 

Benoni  O.  Reynolds,  Surgeon. 

William  H.  Warner,  1st  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Joseph  S.  Lane,  2d  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Iliram  W.  Beers,  Chaplain. 

John  D.  Welch,  Adjutant  1st  Battalion. 

William  fit.  Thomas,  Adjutant  2d  Battalion. 

Charles  L.  Noggle,  Adjutant  3d  Battalion. 

Isaac  Woodle,  Quartermaster  1st  Battalion. 

Francis  Quarles,  Quartermaster  2d  Battalion. 

Augustus  O.  Hall,  Quartermaster  3d  Battalion. 

Company  A: 
J.  D.  Dammon,  Captain. 
Robert  Carpenter,  1st  Lieutenant. 
Leonard  Morley,  2d  Lieutenant. 

Company  B: 
Alex  F.  David,  Captain. 
Win.  Wagner,  1st  Lieutenant. 
Lorenzo  B.  Reed,  2d  Lieutenant. 

Oojnpany  C: 
Edw.  R.  Stevens,  Captain. 
Jason  Daniels,  1st  Lieutenant. 
J as.  B.  Pond,  2d  Lieutenant. 

Company  D: 
Leander  J.  Shaw,  Captain. 
Fernando  0.  Kiser,  1st  Lieutenant. 
Byron  H.  Kilhourn,  2d  Lieutenant. 

Company  E: 
Tra  Justin,  Jr. ,  Captain  . 
Alex.  M.  Pratt,  1st  Lieutenant. 
Leonard  House,  2d  Lieutenant. 

Company  T: 

David  s.  Vlttum,  Captain, 
Asa  Wood.  1st  Lieutenant, 
('has.  o.  Ferris,  2d  Lieutenant . 

CoiUgMlUJ  (i: 

John  i'.  Moore,  < 'aptalu . 
Hugh  Calhoun,  1st  Lieutenant . 

Henry  Goodsell ,  :M  Lieutenant . 
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Company  H: 
Nathan  L.  Stout,  Captain. 
Julius  Giesler,  1st  Lieutenant. 
John  W.  Van  Myers,  2d  Lieutenant. 

Company  I: 
Theodore  Conkey,  Captain. 
Hudson  Bacon,  1st  Lieutenant. 
Marshall  M.  Ehle,  2d  Lieutenant. 

Company  K: 

Ernest  Off,  Captain. 

John  P.  McDonald,  1st  Lieutenant. 

Charles  T.  Clothier,  2d  Lieutenant. 

Company  L: 
Thomas  J^erry,  Captain. 
John  D.  Welch,  1st  Lieutenant. 
,  Jas.  Campbell,  2d  Lieutenant. 

Company  M: 
Henry  F.  Rouse,  Captain. 
Wm.  Schmidt,  1st  Lieutenant. 
Olaf  Meyer,  2d  Lieutenant. 

The  men  were  uniformed  and  armed,  and  partly  mounted, 
at  Janesville.  In  March,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  proceed 
to  St.  Louis,  and  went  on  board  two  trains  of  cars  for  that  pur- 
pose. During  that  night  about  five  miles  distant  from  Chicago, 
the  forward  train  was  thrown  from  the  track,  and  several 
cars  completely  wrecked.  The  loss  of  life  and  the  injury  were 
terrific.  Twelve  men  were  killed  outright,  and  large  numbers 
were  disabled  and  wounded  more  or  less  seriously.*  When  the 
bleak  vernal  daylight  dawned,  the  sight  was  a  sickening  and 
horrible  one.  The  dead  men  were  buried  and  the  wounded 
cared  for  as  if  it  had  been  an  action  with  the  rebel  enemy,  and 
we  proceeded  on  our  dreary  way.  We  could  have  surrendered 
our  dead  in  battle  without  a  murmur,  and  have  blessed  the 
cause  in  which  they  died.  But  it  was  melancholy  that  they 
should  find  their  death  in  a  ditch  by  the  railway  I  rack,  almost 
within  sight  of  their  desolated  homes,  ami  while  the  parting 
murmurs  of  those  whom  they  had  loved  still  lingered  in  their 

ears.  Yet  their  death  was  no  less  a  glorious  one,  and  their 
ebbing  blood  was  none  the  less  poured  out  a  libation  to  lib- 
erty. 

♦Tin'  newspapers  at  Die  time  Stated  that  ten  prisons  were  killed  outright,  one 
person  died  Soon  after,  thirteen  others  inure  or  less  wounded,  and  leVtlHl  others 

■lightly  Injured.— L,  C.  D. 
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A  proposed  demonstration  in  honor  of  the  regiment  at  Chi- 
cago was  abandoned,  and  two  days  afterward  they  reached  St. 
Louis,  and  encamped  on  ground  adjoining  Lenton  Barracks. 
Here  the  equipment  of  the  men,  except  as  to  horses,  was  finished, 
and  they  were  drilled  and  disciplined  by  their  subordinate  com- 
manders for  service.  Early  in  May  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  proceed  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  in  Kansas,  which  they  reached* 
in  good  time,  and  they  were  there,  at  length,  mounted,  and  were 
finally  ready  for  the  held. 

CoJ.  Barstow  was,  soon  afterward,  probably  in  June,  1862, 
appointed  Provost  Master  General  of  Kansas.  Martial  law  had 
been  declared  in  consequence  of  the  guerrilla  warfare  which 
raged  along  the  Missouri  border,  and  lawless  desperadoes — 
some  singly  and  some  in  small  irregular  bands — were  commit- 
ting depredations  throughout  the  State.  The  various  companies 
of  the  regiment  were  detailed  to  garrison  scattered  posts  along 
the  boundary  between  Kansas  and  Missouri,  from  Elwood,  op- 
posite St.  Joseph,  to  Fort  Scott.  These  detachments,  under 
company  and  battalion  commanders,  were  occasionally  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  while  Col.  Barstow  remained  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  at  Leavenworth.* 

Late  in  July  he  started  on  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the  vari- 
ous posts  at  which  regimental  detachments  were  stationed,  and 
peached  Fort  Scott  about  the  1st  of  August.  The  rebel  com- 
manders, Coffee  and  Tracy,  Were  at  that  time  engaged  in  a 
raid  into  Missouri,  and  threatened  Fort  Scott  and  the  Kansas 
border.  Their  forces  numbered  about  2,000  men  tit  for  duty, 
and  irregular  reserves  scattered  throughout  the  whole  country 
Uapt.  (Jonkey,  of  Col.  Barstow'a  regiment,  with  a  small  force 
occupied  Carthage,  sixty  miles  sonttteasi   of   L<M't  Scott. 

The  rebels  had  passed  around  him,  and  had  reached  Monte- 
vallo,  a  place  in  Missouri,  forty  miles  east  of  For!  Scott.  Col, 

♦  It  Is  related  In  tlic  newspapers  of  the  day,  that  when  ColoaeJ  BftNfc  H  WU 
jnurchliig  in  1 1 1 ■  •  summer  of  im.l:,  from  Kun.su«  V.lty  to  Independence,  observing  a 
butternut  stingier  ulio  seemed  to  Ih>  butty  watching  his  move  went  a,  the  Colonel 
asked  hi rd  his  business. 

"oh,  I'm  nil  light,"  snld  the  butternut,  Miniating  ins  hands  into  his  pocket! 
for  n  paper,  and  adding,  "I've  taken  the  oath." 

"Pall  In  here,"  growled  the  Colonel  :  "that  Is  n  sullielent  ground  of 
I  "have  lived  a  Hl'eat  many  years,  and  no  one  has  ever  ea  led  uO  no-  to  lake  I  be 
oath." 

A  gOOfl  many  straggling  spies  were  disposed  of  in  this  way  OB  tl  If  m  H  -  h  to 
Indepemh nee.  1     C.  IK 
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Barstow's  forces  at  Fort  Scott  numbered  about  500  men  all 
told,  lie  notified  Capt.  Conkey  to  fall  back  toward  Fort 
►Scott,  and,  with  all  the  men  that  could  be  spared  from  the  fort, 
marched  to  meet  him.  A  place  of  junction  called  Ckurch-in- 
theAYood  was  designated,  and  it  was  proposed  with  the  united 
forces  to  attack  the  rebels  at  Montevallth  By  an  unfore- 
seen movement,  however,  the  rebels  occupied  Church-in-the- 
Wood,  which  had  been  named  as  the  rendezvous,  and  Captain 
CVmkey  selected  anorher  road  by  which  to  meet  the  main  body 
under  Col.  Barstow.  The  two  detachments  in  consequence 
missed  each  other,  and  Col.  Barstow  also  failed  to  receive  a 
notice  sent  him  by  Capt.  Conkey,  of  the  unexpected  movement 
of  the  rebels,  and  the  change  in  plan  which  it  made  necessary. 
Col.  Barstow  also  afterwards  formed  the  opinion  that  he  had 
been  misled  by  treacherous  scouts.  lie  found  himself,  before 
reaching  the  appointed  place  of  junction,  in  the  presence  of  a 
largely  superior  body  of  the  enemy,  both  in  his  front  and  on  his 
flank. 

After  a  short  engagement,  finding  that  the  enemy's  wings 
were  extending  to  cut  him  oft'  from  Fort  Scott,  he  ordered  a  re- 
treat, which  soon,  unfortunately,  in  spite  of  all  his  efforts,  be- 
came a  stampede,  and  he  was  forced  to  follow  his  troops  in  their 
bewildered  flight.  lie  narrowly  escaped  capture,  and  all  his 
baggage,  supplies  and  ambulances  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Dr.  B.  0.  Reynolds,  the  skillful  and  accomplished 
surgeon  of  the  regiment,  in  his  attempts  to  save  the  hospital 
property,  was  captured,  and  carried  away  by  the  rebels  several 
days'  march.  At  a  distant  cam])  in  "Missouri  he  eluded  their 
vigilance,  and  after  some  hardships  and  hair-breadth  escapes, 
about  three  weeks  later,  reached  the  headquarter^  of  the  rqgi- 
nient  at  Leavenworth.  Col.  Harslow  and  all  his  command  ar- 
rived at  Fort  Seott  in  safely  the  following  day.     IIea\\  rein 

forccinents  under  Gen.  Salomon  also  arrived,  and  the  enemy 
evacuated,  temporarily,  that  pari  of  the  country, 

In  September  following,  Col.  Barstow  was  relieved  from 
du(\  as  Provosl  Marshal  General.  The  lawlessness  and  vio 
ience  from  which  the  State  Buffered  was  not  suppressed  during 
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his  administration;  in  fact,  they  rather  increased  than  other- 
wise. The  guerrilla  forces  of  Quantrell  were  very  numerous 
and  active,  and  outlaws  who  were  the  refuse  and  "cow  boys"  of 
both  armies,  swarmed  like  pestilent  vermin  throughout  the 
country.  His  successors  produced  smaller  results,  if  possible, 
than  he  did.  For  a  year  afterward,  during  which  Quantrell's 
sack  of  Lawrence  occurred,  a  reign  of  terror  prevailed  along  the. 
entire  border.  Peace  and  quiet  were  not,  in  fact,  restored  till 
after  the  war  closed. 

After  being  relieved  from  Provost  ^Marshal  duty,  Col.  Bar- 
stow  was  assigned  with  several  companies  of  his  regiment  to  the 
First  Brigade  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier.  This  army  was  be- 
ing organized  for  active  field  operations  against  the  rebel  army 
of  Gens.  Ilindman,  Shelby  and  Steele,  who  were  forming  on 
the  banks  of  the  Arkansas  for  a  campaign  to  be  carried  north- 
ward into  Missouri,  and  the  objective  point  of  which  was  the 
capture  of  St.  Louis,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Federal  power 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Major  B.  S.  Henning  was  left 
with  a.  detachment  of  the  regiment  to  garrison  Fort  Scott,  and 
another  detachment  under  Capt.  N.  L.  Stout,  formed  the  gar- 
rison of  Fort  Leavenworth.  The  main  body  of  the  regiment, 
with  the  balance  of  the  field  and  staff  officers,  were  included  in 
the  order  to  enter  the  field  for  active  service.* 

During  the  months  of  October  and  November,  the  Army  of 
the  Frontier  moved  by  easy  inarches  south-eastwardly,  and  at 
length,  in  the  last  days  of  November,  found  itself  face  to  face 
with  Hindman's  army.  The  Federal  forces  occupied  the  broad 
fields  and  valleys  into  which  the  northern  spurs  of  Boston 
Mountains  extend.  The  rebels  were  generally  in  the  ravines 
and  mountain  passes,  and  from  those  fastneS86S  tliev  often 
sallied  out,  and  sanguinary  skirmishes  ensued.  These  minor 
actions  culminated  in  the  bloody  and  decisive  battle  of  Prairie 
drove,  which  was  fought  on  Sunday,  December  Tlh.     In  this 

*  As  one  of  die  many  evidences  of  the  blgh  regard  of  hla  emu  for  Colonel 
Bnrstow,  w<«  rrtny  cite  nn  et  tract  rmm  n  puhliahea  letter  in  the  pi  pen  of  the 

day  froCQ  one  of  the  regiment  dated  Mound  Oily.  Kansas,  Sept    LGth,  1802  I  "We 

fiH'i  strong  find  ready  fur  the  conflict,  having  (trem  confldi'nci  in  Colonel  Rarai  <vt, 

and  n  (TMtftt  love  fur  (lie  Union,     Our  Colonel  1ms  bCt'IJ  tried,  and  we  arc  MtU' 

flod  of  Ms  bravery  and  Judgment,  We  love  him,  and  also  the  Lieutenant  Pol 
onel,  White,  ami  the  Majors;  and  for  them  and  our  country  «r«  win  pre*i  forward 
to  the  soldiers'  grave  or  glory.  I«.  C.  n. 
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battle  the  rebel  foree  was  completely  broken  and  dispersed,;  its 
advance  northward  was  permanently  stayed,  and  it  was  not 
again  re-organized  for  offensive  operations.  Its  component 
parts  fell  back  far  southward,  was  driven  from  the  Arkansas 
Valley  the  following  year,  and  finally  surrendered  with  Price 
and  Kirby  Smith  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  regiment  during  these  operations  was  generally  under 
my  command.  Camp  duty  and  army  fare  told  seriously  upon 
Col.  Barstow's  health,  and  incapacitated  him  for  the  long  rides 
and  rough  duties  on  which  the  men  were  ordered.  He  was, 
however,  in  such  health,  and  possessed  the  confidence  of  the 
army  commander  to  that  extent,  that  he  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  camp  of  invalid  reserves,  including  the  teamsters 
and  the  guards  of  the  baggage  and  supply  trains  at  Rhea's 
Mills,  when  the  army  marched  out  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  till 
the  close  of  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove.  He  rejoined  the  reg- 
iment the  next  day,  at-  its  place  of  bivouac  on  the  battle-field, 
and  resumed  command.  Other  operations  of  considerable  ex- 
tent and  magnitude  followed,  in  which  the  regiment  was  con- 
stantly engaged,  including  the  magnificent  raid  on  the  rebel 
camps  in  the  Arkansas  Valley  and  on  Van  Buren,  which  occu- 
pied the  last  days  of  December,  IS 02,  and  the  first  days  of 
January,  1803.  During  a  portion  of  this  lime,  In;  was  with 
the  regiment,  and  a  part  of  the  time  he  was  detained  in  camp 
by  illness. 

In  the  midst  of  these  stirring  events,  and  probably  in  the 
month  of  November  of  that  year  (1802),  the  regiment  was  en- 
camped with  the  main  body  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  at  a 
point  some  forty  or  fifty  miles  southwest   of  Favetteville. 

While  there,  1  received  a  letter  from  a  trusted  adviser  and  in- 
timate friend  of  Gov.  Randall,  and  of  his  successor  Gov. 
Harvey,  enclosing  a  proposition  that  influences  should  be 
brought  to  bear,  with  Col.  Barstow's  consent,  to  procure  his 
appointment  as  Brigadier  General.     It  was  suggested  in  the 

letter  that  enlistments  were  tardy,  that  the  enforcement  of  the 
drafl  was  unpopular,  and  that  it  was  tbo  policy  of  tbe  Admin- 
istration to  attract  the  Democrats  to  (he  support  of  war  meas 
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ures  by  showing  that  the  favors,  or,  m  other  words,  that  mili- 
tary official  commissions,  were  distributed  without  regard  to 
partisanship  among  the  leading  men  of  both  political  organiza- 
tions. The  letter  conveyed  an  intimation  that,  when  promoted 
to  Brigadier  rank,  he  would  be  recalled  to  the  State  to  super- 
intend and  stimulate  recruiting.  It  was  suggested  that,  as  a 
basis  of  the  application  for  his  appointment,  I  should  procure 
the  certificate  of  army  officers  as  to  his  capacity  and  fitness  for 
the  duties  of  a  higher  military  position.  I  showed  him  the 
letter,  but  he  declined  to  take  any  of  the  steps  that  it  men- 
tioned as  the  means  of  procuring  the  proposed  promotion.  He 
expressed  the  opinion,  that  if  the  appointment  was  desirable 
for  the  public  reasons  stated,  it  would  be  procured  by  the  State 
authorities  at  home,  without  any  steps  being  taken  by  him  or 
his  friends  in  the  field.  Nothing  further  was  ever  heard  of  the 
proposition. 

During.  January  and  February  of  1863,  Col.  Barstow  re- 
mained at  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  suffering  constantly  from  ill 
health.  The  army  then  moved  back  into  Missouri,  to  be  nearer 
the  base  of  supplies.  After  the  enemy  had  entirely  disappeared 
from  the  front,  scattering  bands  of  bush-whackers  alone  dis- 
turbed the  peace  of  that  country,  for  the  repression  of  which 
this  large  army  was  not  required.  Col.  Barstow  accompanied 
the  regiment  as  far  north  as  Cassville,  Missouri,  From  there, 
in  February,  probably,  he  proceeded  to  Kansas  to  inspect  the 
detachments  of  his  regiment  in  that  section,  hoping  also  to  pro- 
cure an  order  for  (hem  to  join  the  main  body  in  the  field.  This 
was  his  last  service  witli  the  regiment.  His  health  was  consid- 
erably broken,  and  he  was  unable  to  perform  held  duty.  lie 
remained  at  Fort  Leavenworth  during  the  spring  and  following 
summer.  Tie  was  then  detailed  on  court  martial  dutv  at  De 
partment  Head  Quarters  in  St.  Louis,  and  remained  on  detached 
duty  of  that  character  until  the  end  of  bis  term  of  service. 

The  regiment  was  never  re  united.     I  w:is  pTOIDOted  to  the 

Lieutenant  Cplonelcy  by  the  discharge  of  l.t.  CoL  White,  and 
remained  in  command  of  the  main  body  of  the  Regiment, 
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which  was  on  active  field  duty,  till  the  last  months  of  the  war. 
The  regiment  rendered  important  and  often  dangerous  service, 
and  endured  hardships  and  privations  of  no  ordinary  character. 
Their  dead  are  on  nearly  every  battle-field,  and  the  prints  of 
the  hoofs  of  their  horses  are  on  every  line  of  march  occupied 
by  the  armies  of  the  Union  south  of  the  Missouri,  on  both  banks 
of  the  Arkansas,  and  to  the  extreme  Federal  outposts  in  the 
valley  of  the  Bed  river.  They  have  had  no  historiographer,  and 
the  war  books  are  almost  silent  concerning  them.  Even  this 
slight  and  enforced  tribute  to  the  truth  of  history  would  not 
have  been  paid  at  my  hands,  but  that  it  was  involved  in  my 
duty  to  the  memory  of  Col.  Barstow. 

In  180-1  the  regiment  re-enlisted  in  the  veteran  volunteer 
service,  mid  on  their  return  to  the  held  from  their  veteran  regi- 
mental furlough,  they  were  detained  some  time  in  "Benton  Bar- 
racks, St.  Louis,  .awaiting  equipments.  Col.  Barstow  was,  dur- 
ing that  time,  an  almost  constant  visitor  of  the  regiment,  by  the 
members  of  which  he  was  regarded  with  sentiments  of  filial  re- 
gard and  affection. 

He  never  fully  recovered  his  health,  but  was  constantly  feeble, 
and  often  prostrate,  during  the  remainder  of  his  term  of 
service.  lie  was  finally  mustered  out,  and  honorably  dis- 
charged, March  4th,  1865.  By  the  assistance  of  influential 
friends,  he  then  procured  a  trade  permit  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  authorizing  him  to  trade  at  any  post  on  White  or 
Arkansas  river.  I  learn  that  the  day  he  received  this  permit, 
lie  was  offered  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  commercial 
privileges  which  it  covered,  and  for  the  use  of  his  name,  lie 
refused  the  offer,  thinking  it  was  as  valuable  to  him  as  t<>  any 
b<»dv,  and  having  arrangements  on  foot  and  capable  hackers 
for  large  Stocks  of  goods  to  be  put  on  sale  at  the  various  points 
named  in  the  permit.  He  visited  thai  country  to  select  ami 
establish  trading  posts  before  .sending  the  goods;  and,  on  his 
return  lo  St.  Louis,  was  met  by  the  information  that  all  re- 
strictions upon  trade  on  the  Mississippi  river  and  iis  tributaries 
had  been  removed.  His  permit  was,  therefore,  ot  n<»  more 
value  (ban  so  much   blank   paper.     He  soon   afterward  pro 
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ceeded  to  Leavenworth,  where  he  remained  during  the  summer 
and  autumn.  He  was,  while  there,  again  prostrated  with  the 
disease  which  had  become  chronic  in  his  bowels,  and  this  illness 
proved  fatal.  He  died  at  Leavenworth  on  the  13tK  day  of  De- 
cember, 1865,  at  the  age  of  52  years. 

It  is  melancholy  to  add,  that  the  members  of  his  family  were 
unable  to  reach  him  previous  to  his  death  and  burial,  and  that 
he  was  indebted  to  the  kind  offices  of  strangers  for  the  attentions 
which  he  received  in  his  last  hours,  and  for  the  rites  of  inter- 
ment. It  being  fully  established  that  he  died  of  disease  con- 
tracted in  the  service,  an  officer's  pension  was  granted  to  his 
widow. 

Nothing  can  be  said  of  the  value  of  his  military  services,  for 
he  was  never  placed  in  a  command  adequate  to  his  rank  after  he 
went  to  the  field;  and  during  almost  the  entire  time  of  his 
presence  with  the  regiment  he  was  a  sufferer  from  the  disease 
which  finally  terminated  his  life.  He  acquired  no  skill  as  a 
tactician,  and  did  not  even  render  himself  familiar  with  regi- 
mental drill.  Only  a  fragment  of  his  regiment  was  at  any  time 
under  his  command  after  leaving  Benton  Barracks,  in  May, 
18G2,  except  for  a  short  time  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Leaven- 
worth. That  he  would  have  administered  the  a  if  airs  of  even  a 
larger  command,  with  consummate  ability,  had  it  been  confided 
to  him,  will  be  conceded  by  all  who  were  familiar  with  his  great 
executive  capacity.  Whether,  in  an  emergency,  he  would  have 
developed  military  ability  of  a  high  order,  cannot  of  course  be 
determined.  The  opportunity  was  never  presented  to  him,  even 
on  a  limited  scale. 

In  the  routine  of  camp  duties  and  discipline,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  he  had  no  superior.  That  wonderful  power  to 
secure  the  attachment  of  those  around  him  was  never,  on  any 
other  scene  of  action,  so  completely  and  usefully  manifested  as 
is  was  among  the  officers  and  men  of  his  regiment.  They  were 
always  devoted  and  obedient  to  duty  in  his  presence.  Be 
composed  all  their  troubles,  small  and  great,  reconciled 
questions  of  rank,  succession  and  privilege,  and  administered 
discipline  with  wonderful  tacty  patience  and  bucccss,    His  pr< 
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vious  station  in  civil  life,  and  his  evident  strength  of  character 
and  mind,  secured  him  universal  respect  among  the  officers  of 
all  ranks  in  both  the  regular  and  volunteer  army,  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  His  dignity  of  manner  and  remarkably 
fine  personal  appearance,  attracted  attention  alike  in  camp,  on 
the  march,  on  parade,  and  in  the  military  court  over  which  he 
presided.  While  he  was  with  the  regiment,  he  had  the  best 
horses,  and  was  a  free  and  graceful  rider.  He  was  an  excel- 
lent shot  with  both  carbine  and  revolver,  and  often  in  trials  of 
skill  elicited  marks  of  astonishment  and  delight  at  his  accuracy 
of  range.  He  possessed  indomitable  physical  courage,  and  it 
was  remarked  that  he  was  the  coolest  man,  and  the  last  on  the 
retreat  in  the  stampede  when  he  narrowly  escaped  capture  by 
the  bush-whackers  near  Fort  Scutt.  Old  settlers  spoke  of  the 
completeness  of  his  preparations  for  defence,  and  of  his  watch- 
ful care  for  the  camp  at  Rhea's  Mills,  which  was  in  constant 
danger  of  attack  while  the  main  hody  of  the  army  was  in  front 
of  the  enemy  at  Prairie  Grove. 

He  never  shunned  a  duty  because  it  was  a  painful  one. 
While  Provost  Marshal  General  of  Kansas,  he  was  directed  by 
the  Department  commander,  Gen.  Blunt,  to  suppress  the  pub- 
lication of  a  radical  Democratic  newspaper  at  Leavenworth,  and 
lie  discharged  the  command  promptly  and  without  question. 
The  publication  of  the  paper  was  afterwards  undertaken  by  an 
old  Wisconsin  friend  of  Col.  Barstow's,  to  whom  such  indis- 
cretions were  imputed  that  the  same  discipline  was  directed  to* 
be  applied  against  him,  and  the  order  was  enforced  literally,  and 
without  delay. 

A  more  eloquent  and  elaborate  tribute  than  this  is  due  from 
Ene  to  William  A.  Barstow.  During  many  years  of  arduous 
Unci  embittered  political  warfare  I  was  by  his  side,  and  iu  my 
profession  it  was  frequently  my  duty,  as  it  was  my  pleasure,  to 
defend  bis  character  from  partisan  and  personal  assaults.  T  be- 
lieve that  he  cherished  for  me  a  reciprocal  regard,  and  our 
friendship  was  cemented  in  hardship,  in  danger,  and  amid 
scenes  of  blood,  to  which  we  were  called  by  common  sentiment 

"I  patriotic  duly.     lie  fills  a  soldier's  grave,  for  be  as  truly 
9 
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died  in  the  eause  of  his  country  as  if  he  had  received  a  fatal 
wound  in  battle.  And  I  shall  never  cease  to  cherish  his  mem- 
ory, fur  his  many  manly  virtues;  for  his  intrepid  spirit,  which 
was  not  disturbed  either  in  the  decisive  emergencies  of  politi- 
cal conflict,  or  in  more  trying  vicissitudes  of  peril  and  distress; 
for  the  integrity  with  which  he  adhered  to  one  set  of  principles 
and  to  one  set  of  friends  throughout  his  public  career;  and  as 
the  foremost  man,  living  or  dead,  in  the  Democracy  of  the 
State ! 
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Events  in  the  Life  of  Charles 

Durkee 


By  Michael  Frank 

Among  the  early  pioneers  of  Wisconsin  the  name  of  none  is 
more  deserving  a  place  in  the  archives  of  the  Historical  Society, 
than  the  subject  of  this  brief  memorial  sketch.  It  is  one  of  the 
noble  aims  of  this  Society  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  promi- 
nent early  settlers  of  this  portion  of  the  great  North-West.  Not 
many  years  hence  this  will  be  no  easy  task,  and  generations 
to  come  will  thank  the  Society  for  the  timely  efforts  made  at  this 
period  of  its  existence. 

Charles  Durkee  was  born  in  Royalton,  Vermont,  on  the  10th 
of  December,  1S05.    His  ancestors  were  from  Scotland.    II is 
father,  Harvey  Durkee,  was  a  man  of  fine  personal  presence, 
gentlemanly  bearing,  and  possessed  of  a  strong  mind.    He  was 
by  occupation  at  different  times,  merchant,  hotel  keeper  and 
sheriff  of  the  county.    The  educational  advantages  at  thai  period 
in  Vermont  were  not  so  generally  available  as  now;  only  a  few 
comparatively  were  privileged  to  attend  the  higher  institutions 
of  learning.     Charles  Durkee  received  his  first  lessoaa  in  a  small 
district  school  at  Enosburg;  he  subsequently  attended  other  dis- 
trict schools  in  that  part  of  Vermont,  and  was  lastly  EftVOred 
with  a  short  course  of  instruction  at  Burlington  Academy.  Al 
though  his  school  days  all  told,  were  but  few,  yet  he  failed  not  to 
improve  his  leisure  time  in  acquiring  useful  knowledge,  li 
may  be  said  of  hirn,  that  to  a  large  extent,  be  was  B  self  made 
111:111. 

The  first  industrial  occupation  in  bis  boyhood  was  farming; 
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be  spent  a  number  of  years  on  a  farm  in  Cambridge,  Vermont. 
He  early  developed  a  character  for  manliness,  and  of  fidelity 
in  every  kind  of  business  entrusted  to  him.  His  influence 
over  bis  juvenile  associates  was  one  of  bis  marked  traits,  and 
instances  are  related  of  bis  remarkable  self-control.  One  who 
was  bis  companion  in  boybood  says:  aIn  a  difficulty  I  bad  witb 
bim,  be  aroused  my  temper  to  sucb  a  degree  of  madness,  tbat  I 
could  for  a  moment  bave  taken  bis  life ;  wbile  I  was  threatening 
bim  witb  vengeance,  be  remained  as  calm  as  if  nothing  bad 
happened,  and  only  laughed  at  my  impetuous  nature."  The 
same  authority  continues:  "I  was  bis  associate  for  some  years 
during  bis  youthful  days,  and  in  no  single  instance  do  I  recol- 
lect of  seeing  him  angry."  He  seemed  to  exemplify  the  char- 
acter described  by  Solomon:  .  "He  that  is  sIoav  to  anger  is  better 
than  the  mighty,  and  he  that  ruletb  his  spirit,  than  he  that 
taketh  a  city." 

By  the  time  he  was  of  sufficient  age  to  embark  in  some  busi- 
ness enterprise  for  himself,  he  bad  by  the  practice  of  industry 
and  economy,  accumulated  a  little  property.  His  father  was 
not  in  circumstances  to  render  bim  any  essential  pecuniary  aid 
to  start  him  in  life.  The  money  he  had  saved,  he  invested  in 
goods  and  commenced  the  mercantile  business  in  Richmond,  Vt. 
His  success  was  as  good  as  could  be  expected  in  view  of  his  lim- 
ited capital.  Subsequently,  he  removed  to  Barton  where  ho 
pursued  the  same  business ;  afterwards  he  went  to  Chelsea,  and 
entered  into  a  partnership  with  Judge  Dana  of  that  town,  in  the 
mercantile  trade.  He  remained  in  business  connection  with 
that  gentleman  until  a  short  time  before  he  removed  to  the  West 
He  was  anxious  for  a  wider  field  of  operation  than  was  offered 
in  the  old  settled  State  of  Vermont.  Of  die  many  Motions  of 
country  in  the  great  North-We<t,  whirli  inviu  d  lmffllgrati(  Q,  he 
chose  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Durkee  came  to  Wisconsin  in  May,  L836,  selecting  a 
location  for  his  home  where  the  city  of  Kenosha  now  stands. 
The  place  was  then  known  by  the  name  of  Pike  Oreekj  after 

wards  called  Soulhport,  and  finally  nanud  Kenosha  in  i860. 
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The  country  was  then  new  and  invested  in  all  its  primeval 
beauty 5  the  tall  grass  waving  in  the  breeze,  and  the  profusion 
of  wild  flowers  which  decked  the  openings  and  prairies,  pre- 
sented a  scene  of  surpassing  grandeur.  These  early  panoramic 
views  of  nature  robed  in  her  flowery  vestments,  disappeared 
years  ago,  never  more  to  be  seen  in  Wisconsin.  iSTo  one  who 
has  ever  beheld  a  western  prairie  in  its  primitive  state  in  the 
season  of  vegetation  and  flowers,  can  ever  forget  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  picture. 

Before  coming  to  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Durkee  had  been  married, 
at  Cabot,  Vt.,  to  Miss  Catharine  P.  Dana,  daughter  of  John  W. 
Dana,  Esq.  This  lady  possessed  more  than  ordinary  attractions, 
and  was  widely  esteemed  for  her  many  excellent  qualities.  The 
wild  loveliness  that  surrounded  her  new  home  in  the  West,  ex- 
cited her  enthusiastic  admiration.  Although  no  flower  garden 
cultivated  by  human  hands  was  attached  to  her  dwelling,  yet 
during  the  summer  and  autumnal  months,  there  was  spread  out 
before  her  a  scene  of  floral  splendor  on  a  grander  scale  than 
wealth  and  skill  had  ever  produced  in  her  native  Vermont.  She 
was  seemingly  more  contented  and  happy  in  the  simple  cabin  in 
which  she  dwelt,  than  if  her  abode  had  been  in  a  palatial  man- 
sion in  an  eastern  metropolitan  city.  But  she  was  destined  not 
long  to  enjoy  the  excitements  and  pleasures  of  her  new  home 
She  was  taken  sick  in  August,  1837,  and  died  after  a  short  ill- 
ness. Mr.  Durkee  was  married  again  in  January,  1840,  to  Miss 
Caroline  Lake,  daughter  of  Jared  Lake,  Esq.  This  lady  had 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  good  education  and  other  desirable 
privileges. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Durkee  became  a  resident  of  WtMOBli&j 
the  lands  had  not  yet  been  put  into  market  by  the  Govern- 
ment. TTe  had  his  "claim"  experiences  like  many  other  early 
sclllors,  some  of  which  were  amusingly  interesting.     But  as 

the  exciting  period  of  "claim  times"  in  onr  Wisconsin  his- 
tory has  been  the  subject  of  so  many  papers,  it  is  needless  lo 
dwell  upon  these  matters.    II is  first  residence  was  a  small  claim 
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house,  standing  near  the  centre  of  the  present  city  park  of  Ke- 
nosha; his  claim  covered  a  considerable  portion  of  the  lands  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  town  within  the  now  corporate  limits, 
the  title  to  which  he  secured  from  the  Government  as  soon  as 
the  lands  were  offered  for  sale. 

The  rapid  advance  of  the  town  during  the  first  year  of  its 
settlement  was  largely  attributable  to  the  enterprise  and  public 
spirir  of  Mr,  Durkee.  Having  become  a  considerable  real  estate 
owner,  when  the  town  was  surveyed  into  lots,  he  gave  grounds 
for  a  fine  public  park,  whieh  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  State.  He  also  donated  suitable  grounds  for 
a  cemetery.  He  caused  a  considerable  tract  of  land,  not  far 
from  the  business  part  of  the  town,  to  be  surveyed  into  lots 
larger  than  the  ordinary  size,  for  the  accommodation  of  me- 
chanics and  laboring  men.  These  lots  were  sold  at  moderate 
prices,  and  on  long  credit;  when  the  purchaser  was  unable  to  pay 
money,  labor  was  taken  in  payment.  He  was  proverbially 
known  as  the  friend  of  the  laboring  man.  The  first  brick 
erected  in  the  town  for  business  purposes  was  built  by  him.  In 
the  year  184;]  he  erected  the  hotel  known  as  the  kkl)urkeo 
House/'  which  at  the  time  of  its  completion  was  the  largest  and 
most  elegant  hotel  in  Wisconsin.* 

The  early  settlers  of  Kenosha  (then  Southport)  were  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  obtaining  from  Congress  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  opening  of  a  harbor  at  that  place.  They 
believed  the  future  growth  and  commercial  importance  of  the 
town  largely  depended  on  ils  possessing  harbor  facilities.  Mr. 
Durkee  was  accordingly  selected  by  the  citizens  as  a  suitable 
person  to  proceed  to  Washington,  and  represent  to  members  of 
Congress  the  necessity  of  a  harbor  for  rttc  benefit  of  kite  com- 
merce at  that  point.  He  was  sent  on  ibis  mission  in  different 
years,  and  succeeded  in  procuring  harbor  surveys  to  be  made 

by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Government,  and  subsequently  hav- 
ing the  efficient  co-operation  of  (Jen.  Henry  Dodge,  the  Torri 
torial  delegate  from  Wisconsin,  an  Appropriation  was  obtained 

for  I  he  cons)  met  ion  of  n  harbor. 


•  The  r>urkf(!  [Iouxp  \vm  dent  ray  Ml  l»j  lire  nn  tii"  niuiit  <>f  Mm  B1M  oi  .i.nmaiy, 
1K71    six  pri  ons  Ioni  tiioir  iiv'-s  in  On-  ruoOiiyrntluti, 
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Mr.  Durkee  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  national  issues  of  the 
day,  from  the  time  he  first  became  a  resident  of  Wisconsin,  and 
was  also  ready  to  express  his  conviction  of  right  on  all  ques- 
tions of  local  or  political  importance.  While  he  was  proverbi- 
ally courteous  to  those  who  differed  with  him  politically,  never 
giving  occasion  for  offence,  he  was  nevertheless  firm  in  his  ad- 
herence to  what  he  believed  to  be  for  the  true  interest  of  the 
people. 

The  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  as  originally  organized  by  act  of 
Congress,  embraced  within  its  limits  what  now  comprises  the 
State  of  Iowa.  This  extensive  area  was  at  the  time  of  its  or- 
ganization as  a  Territory  divided  into  six  counties,  viz. :  Brown, 
Iowa,  Crawford  and  Milwaukee,  within  the  now  limits  of  Wis- 
consin ;  pubuque  and  Ues  Moines,  within  the  present  limits  of 
the  Stale  of  Iowa.  The  first  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
new  Territory  was  held  at  Belmont,  a  small  town  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  commencing  on  the  25th  of  October,  18^6. 
Mr.  Durkee  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this 
legislative  body  from  the  county  of  Milwaukee,  in  November  of 
that  year.  The  second  session  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  of 
which  Mr.  Durkee  was  also  a  member,  convened  at  Burlington 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi.  During  this  period,  and 
for  several  years  after,  the  Territorial  elections  were  conducted 
mostly  on  local  issues;  national  politics  entering  only  to  a  lim- 
ited extent  into  the  annual  contests  at  the  polls. 

When  the  first  measures  were  taken  in  Wisconsin  for  tin? 
organization  of  an  anti-slavery  party,  for  the  avowed  object  of 
arresting  the  further  progress  of  slavery  into  new  territory, 
Mr.  Durkee  entered  earnestly  into  the  movement.  Ha  was 
among  the  originators  of  the  "Liberty  Party"  in  the  State, 
and  a  zealous  supporter  of  it-  measures;  contributing  liberal 
sums  of  money  for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  anti-slav- 
ery documents,  for  the  employment  of  lecturers,  and  for  the 
support  of  a  press  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  party.  Be- 
ing regarded  as  one  of  its  popular  leaders,  ho  was  every  year 
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nominated  a  candidate  of  the  party  for  some  important  office. 
Notwithstanding  the  Liberty  party  was  for  a  long  time  in  a 
minority,  without  expectation  of  electing  its  candidates,  yet 
Mr.  Durkee  consented  to  stand  the  prospective  defeats  at  the 
polls,  religiously  believing  it  to  be  his  duty  to  represent  a 
principle,  which  was  destined  ultimately  to  succeed. 

In  November,  1840,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  Congress 
from  the  First  Congressional  District;  being  the  first  represen- 
tative in  Congress  elected  as  a  distinctive  anti-slavery  man 
from  the  North-West.  In  November,  1851,  he  was  elected  for 
a  second  term — making  his  service  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives four  years. 

In  the  years  1849  and  1850  the  subject  of  a  World's  Peace 
Convention  was  much  discussed  in  many  portions  of  the  coun- 
try. Elilm  Burritt,  then  widely  known  as  an  advocate  for 
the  avoidance  of  the  calamities  of  war,  by  referring  all  nation- 
al controversies'  to  the  arbitrament  of  a  congress  of  nations, 
visited  Wisconsin,  and  by  his  public  addresses  created  consid- 
erable interest  on  this  subject  in  several  localities.  The  idea 
of  universal  peace  through  the  intervention  of  a  tribunal  of 
nations,  very  naturally  commended  itself  to  Mr.  Durkee. 
''Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  men"  was  one  of  his  favorite 
themes.  A  Peace  Society  was  organized  about  this  time  in 
Kenosha  county,  and  at  a  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  propriety  of  sending  a  delegate  to  the  proposed 
Peace  Convention  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Paris,  Mr.  Pnrkee 
was  unanimously  chosen.  lie  accordingly  proceeded  to  Pari-', 
and  was  present  in  the  Convention  as  a  delegate.  After  the 
adjournment  of  that  body,  he  visited  several  countries  and 
cities  of  Europe  before  returning  home. 

At  the  close  of  his  second  term  in  Congress,  be  purchased  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  and 
entered  upon  the  business  of  farming,  hands  were  then  -till 
cheap  in  that  vicinity;  he  subsequently  purchased  several  ad 
joining  tracts  of  hmd,  until  his  farm  embraced  about  fifteen 
hundred  acres.    His  real  estate  investments  in  the  town  of 
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Windsor  were  fortunate;  lands1  soon  after  greatly  increased  in 
value.  After  occupying  his  farm  between  two  and  three  years, 
lie  sold  it  at  a  large  advance  over  the  original  cost. 

At  the  session  of  the  Wisconsin  Legislature  in  February, 
1855,  Mr.  Durkee  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate 
for  the  full  term  of  six  years — making  his  total  term  of  service 
in  the  National  Legislature  ten  years.  During  his  entire  Con- 
gressional career,  both  in  the  Senate  and  in  the-  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, he  was  known  as  an  outspoken  and  positive  anti- 
slavery  man.  Upon  bis  first  election  to  Congress',  there  were 
not  more  than  six  or  seven  members  who  fully  sympathized 
with  him  in  his  extreme  views.  Giddings,  Hale  and  Wil- 
mot  were  of  the  number— the  latter  being  the  author  of  the 
famous  "Wilmot  Proviso. "  It  required  a  considerable  amount 
of  daring  at  that  period,  to  stand  up  in  the  Capitol  of  the 
Nation  an  avowed  Abolitionist.  Probably  no  member  of  Con- 
gress known  to  be  so  determinedly  opposed  to  slavery,  and  so 
sanguine  of  its  ultimate  overthrow,  ever  encountered  so  little 
personal  hostility.  lie  improved  every  proper  opportunity  to 
converse  with  slave-holding  members  of  Congress  and  South- 
ern advocates  and  apologists  for  slavery,  on  the  wrong  of  chat- 
telizing  men  and  Women.  Yet  so  affable  was  bis  manner  and 
so  marked  with  good  nature  and  kindness  of  conversation,  in 
no  ease  was  he  ever  known  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  any 
slaveholder  or  defender  of  the  institution.  Instead  of  render- 
lug  himself  obnoxious,  he  was  quite  a  favorite  with  Southern 
members ;  they  seemed  to  invite  conversation,  and  seemed 
pleased  with  the  earnest  simplicity  of  his  argument,  doubtless 
believing  him  sincere,  but  a  mistaken  and  visionary  enthusi- 
ast. He,  however,  lived  fro  see  shivery  MuoHshed;  an  event 
ireached,  no  doubt,  a  quarter  of  a  century  earlier  than  la1  had 
anticipated  during  his  early  anti-slavery  labors. 

While  a  member  of  Congress,  be  devoted  bis  attention  more 
especially  to  such  measures  as  wore  calculated  1"  bi  ni  til  and 

ameliorate  (be  condition  of  the  laboring  classes,  lie  labored 
assiduously  fur  the  enactment  of  liberal  homestead  laws,  and 
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for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lauds,  as  far  as  practical,  to 
actual  settlers.  The  committees  on  which  he  was  usually  as- 
signed place  in  Congress,  were  of  the  elass  embracing  the 
above  or  kindred  interests,  lie  did  not  often  engage  in'  the 
public  debates  in  Congress,  and  made  but  few  speeches  of  any 
considerable  length.  The  Congressional  Globe,  however,  fur- 
nishes some  creditable  speeches  of  bis1,  delivered  in  the  House 
of  KepVesentativs.  During  his  years  in  Congress,  he  studied 
the  purposes  of  Southern  leaders  thoroughly,  and  fully  com- 
prehended their  designs.  He  saw  the  coining  storm  on  the 
political  horizon,  and  uttered  his  deliberate  convictions  of  an 
uprising  near  at  hand  to  dissever  the  Union.  Just  before  the 
inauguration  of  President  Lincoln,  he  addressed  a  letter  to 
his  brother  in  ibe  State  of  New  York,  in  which  he  gave  ex- 
pression to  the  following  language:  "I  have  been  conversant 
with  the  Southern  mind  for  twelve  years,  and  though  I  have 
been  uncompromisingly  anti-slavery  and  outspoken  in  all  my 
views,  yet  all  this  time  I  have  never  had  an '  unpleasant  dis- 
cussion with  a  Southern  Senator,  or  Member  of  the  House;  yet 
so  fully  do  I  understand  the  designs  of  Southern  men,  I 
clearly  see  a  dark  cloud  is  fast  gathering  over  our  beloved 
country;  this  beautiful  land  of  ours  is  about  to  pass  through 
such  a  terrible,  such  a  scorching  and  devastating  ordeal,  as 
history  has  no  where  furnished  a  parallel."  Turning  from 
this  prospective  view  of  war  and  blood-shed,  he  gave  place  to 
his  peaceful  aspirations  as  follows:  ''What  a  beautiful  and 
happy  world  WOllld  this  be,  if  we  only  all  loved  one  another, 
and  studied  each  other's  happiness  and  welfare  as  earnestly  aa 
Ave  do  our  own." 

The  religious,  educational  and  benevolent  characteristics  oi 
Mr;  Durkee  must  be  briefly  noticed,  lb'  was  religiously  in- 
clined from  early  life.  During  a  period  of  special  religious  in- 
terest at  Barton,  Yt.,  in  the  year  L832,  he  made  a  public  pro 
fession  of  religion  and  united  with  the  Method i si  Episcopal 
Church  of  that  town,  lie  continued  a  regular  attendant  on 
the  clmreh  of  that  denomination  during  his  residence  in  thai 
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State;  when  he  came  to  Wisconsin  lie  embraced  the  first  op- 
portunity to  connect  himself  with  a  church  of  the  same  order, 
and  rendered  efficient  aid  in  after  year.-:;  in  .sustaining  its  inter- 
ests. In  the  year  1850,  he  became  much  interested  in  the  writ- 
ings of  Emanuel  Swedenborg,  and  inclined  to  favor  the  theo- 
logical views  of  that,  distinguished  man."  lie,  however,  con- 
tinued his  usual  contributions  to  the  Methodist  Church  not- 
withstanding his  modified  change  of  religious  belief.  "While 
an  effort  was  being  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  University 
at  Appleton,  Wis.,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist  denom- 
ination, he  made  a  liberal  subscription  in  favor  of  that  reli- 
gious enterprise.  He  was  not  a  .sectarian,  but  tolerant  towards 
all  denominations,  especially  in  his  vicinity,  whenever  solicited 
for  that  purpose. 

The  friends  of  education  found  in  Mr.  Durkee  an  earnest 
supporter,  The  subject  of  free  schools  began  to  be  agitated 
in  Wisconsin  several  years  before  the  adoption  of  the  State 
Constitution.  The  system  of  free  education,  when  first  pro- 
posed in  the  Territory,  encountered  much  opposition  in  some 
localities.  The  friends  of  the  cause  were  strongly  aided  by 
Mv.  Durkee,  in  procuring  the  passage  of  a  special  act  from  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a 
Free  School  in  Southport,  since  Kenosha.  This  was  the  first 
free  school  put  in  operation  in  Wisconsin.  1 1  is  interest  in 
this  school  did  not  abate  in  after  years;  while  a  member  of 
Congress,  lie  contributed  at  various  times  valuable  books  to 
the  School  Library;,f  and  in  his  last  will  he  bequeathed  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  a  telescope 
for  the  use  of  the  High  School  at  Kenosha. 

Mr.  Durkee  was  proverbial  for  his  liberal  charities  to  the 
poor.  During  the  great  famine  which  prevailed  in  Inland  in 
185G,  he  became  especially  enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  suffering 

*  The  ( 'hiciiifo  PMlG'Sophieal  Journal,  an  exponent  of  spiritual  lain,  wboae  editor 
was  lonff  Acquainted  with  (lovernnr  hurkeq,  *uhj  in  its  Isane  of  January  IH?o: 
"Mr.  hurkec  was  i\  believer  in  our  philosophy,  ana  a  KOod  man:  ana  hi*  many 
year*  of  public  life  have,  been  marked  with  stria  Integrity."  ti  r  n 

t  Mr.  Durkee,  us  early  oh  18155,  presented  to  our  Historical  Society  :\  valuable 
collection  ni  some  1,_mk'i  piimphlets,  ana  during  tbn  whole  of  his  Senatorial  leria 
be  constantly  bore  our  I, Unary  In  remembrance  in  his  distribution  i  t"  ihiMU  do<  11 
loents.    Purine  the  years  I  SOL' and  18011,  be  w  as  one  of  tbe  Vice  President*  i 
Society.  UCI1 
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people  of  that  country.  He  called  a  public  meeting,  and  urged 
the  claims  of  humanity  on  his  fellow-citizens;;  he  besought 
them  to  give  of  their  abundance  fur  the  starving  poor.  He 
headed  a  subscription  with  a  liberal  sum  lor  that  benevolent 
object. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  last  term  in  Congress,  he  erected 
a  splendid  residence  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  just  out-  ' 
side  the  corporation  limits  of  Kenosha.  The  lot  on  which  the 
edifice  was  built  comprised  ten  acres;  a  considerable  portion 
of  which  he  caused  to  be  tastefully  laid  out  with  walks  and 
drives  and  adorned  the  grounds,  at  much  expense,  with  choice 
shade  trees  and  shrubbery.  After  enjoying  this  delightful 
home  a  few  years,  his  health  became  impaired,  and  his  phy- 
sicians advised  him  to  seek  a  change  of  climate.  With  liisj 
general  regard  for  the  cause  of  education,  he  conveyed  this 
property  to  the  trustees  of  an  association  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  school  for  young  ladies;  the  trustees 
agreeing  to  pay  him  a  yearly  annuity  equivalent  to  a  moder- 
ate rental  of  the  property  during  his  own  and  his  wife's  life- 
time, after  which  the  title,  without  further  consideration,  to 
invest  in  the  association. 

Mr.  Durkee  had  for  some  time  regarded  a  drier  atmosphere 
than  that  found  on  the  lake  shore,  as  essential  to  his  failing 
health,  and  had  often  expressed  a  desire  to  try  the  western 
slope  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  or  the  Pacific  coast,  for  that 
purpose.  On  the  death  of  Gov.  Doty,  of  .Utah  Territory,  in 
i860,  President  Andrew  Johnson  was  informed  that  Mr.  Dur- 
kee would  be  pldased  with  an  appoint  ■incut  to  till  the  va- 
cancy. Mr.  Durkee  had  years  previous  boon  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  Mr!  Johnson  in  Congress  :md  rtws  inosi  friendly 
relations  had  existed  between  them.  Mr.  Durkee  was,  with- 
out hesitancy,  appointed  by  the  President  to  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor of  Utah.  He  proceeded  at  once  to  Sail  Lake  City,  and 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  portion.  There  existed  a  wi  lo 
difference  of  opinion  among  prominent  men  of  our  country,  as 
in  the  true  policy  to  be4  pursued  towards  the  Mormons,  Mr. 
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Durkee  adopted  a  conciliatory  course;  bis  administration  was 
a  peaceful  one — provoking  no  hostile  collisions  "with  that 
people.  In  his  first  message  to  the  Territorial  Legislature  of 
Utah,  he  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  free 
schools,  and  other  liberal  enactments,  which  had  been  favorite 
measures  with  him  in  former  years. 

During  the  period  of  his  sojourn  west  of  the  Rocky  Mount- 
ains, he  visited  the  principal  cities;  of  California,  and  also  ex- 
plored the  mining  districts  of  Nevada.  He  obtained  an  inter- 
est in  a  coal,  also  a  silver  mine,  but  was  obliged  to  relinquish 
his  intended  mining  operation-;  on  account  of  the  precarious 
condition  of  his  health. 

For  more  than  a  year  after  Mr.  Durkee  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office  at  Salt  Lake  City,  the  change  of  climate 
seemed  to  produce  a  favorable  influence  on  his  health;  but  his 
old  complaint,  a  chronic  rheumatism,  gradually  returned,  so 
that  the  relief  he  had  Hoped  to  realize  was  not  of  long  dura- 
tion. In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1869,  his1  declining  strength 
Avas  80  apparent,  he  was  advised  to  return  to  his  old  home  and 
friends  in  Kenosha,  with  the  hope  that  a  retiracy  from  the  du- 
ties of  active  life,  and  that  quietude  might  prove  beneficial. 
Preparations  were  accordingly  made  for  his  return  to  Wiscon- 
sin. Two  days  before  he.  left  on  his  journey  eastward,  being 
desirous  to  see  a  friend  residing  twelve  miles'  out  of  town,  he 
concluded  to  make  him  a  call.  It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  on 
the  last  day  of  December,  when  he  started  out  in  a  buggy  for 
this  purpose;  the  night  came  on,  dark  and  cold,  and  lie  lost  his 
way.  lie  made  no  discovery  of  any  friendly  shelter,  and  was 
obliged  to  spend  the  night,  on  the  open  prairie.  The  next 
morning  he  found  his  way  back  to  Salt  Lake  Oity,  considerably 
frost-bitten.  Nothing  vow  serious,  however,  was  apprehended 

from  this  night  of  severe  exposure. 
On  the  second  of  January  he  took  his  departure  Prom  Salt 

hake  City  for  "Wisconsin,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  1\  11. 
Head,  Esq.,  late  Indian  Agent  for  Utah  Territory,  (hi  the 
fir.-i  .lay  of  his  journey,  (he  cold  hi1  had  taken  in  his  night  of 
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exposure  on  the  prairie  was  fearfully  developed.  His  situation 
seemed  to  demand  medieal  attention,  and  a  telegram  was  sent 
to  a  physieian  at  Omaha  to  meet  him  at  the  depot.  The 
physician  on  examination  of  the  ease,  recommended  a  day  or 
two  of  rest  at  Omaha,  after  which  he  thought  the  Governor 
would  be  able  to  pursue  his  journey.  The  day  after  his  ar- 
rival at  Omaha,  pneumonia  was  developed,  and  on  the  succeed- 
ing day  he  became  so  much  worse,  that  his  brother,  Harvey' 
Durkee,  of  Kenosha,  was  telegraphed  to  come  immediately. 
His  brother  reached  Omaha  on  the  10th.  The  condition  of 
the  Governor  continued  to  grow  more  and  more  serious, 
leaving  no  hope  of  recovery.  In  his  more  lucid  moments 
he  expressed  an  earnest  desire. to  see  once  more  the  shores'  of 
Lake  Michigan,  and  meet  his  old  friends  and  acquaintances, 
where  he  had  spent  so  many  happy  years  of  his  life.  To 
cKe  among  his  old  neighbors  was  -his  .frequently  expressed 
wish. 

The  day  before  his  death,  on  two  or  three  occasions,  he  be- 
lieved himself  dying;  he  bade  good-bye  to  those  around 
him,  saying  "give  my  love  to  everybody."  At  another  time 
he  said,  "I  have  been  happy  in  this  world,  and  am  now  happy 
in  leaving  it."  Shortly  before  he  breathed  his  last,  and  when 
he  was  thought  past  speaking,  he  surprised  those  at  his  bed- 
side by  attempting  to  sing  the  following  lines: 

"She's  the  star  I  missed  from  Ilea  veil, 
Long  time  ago." 

This  was  understood  to  refer  to  the  wife  of  his  first  love;  it 
was  his  death  song — his  last  words.  He  died  on  Friday,  the 
14th  of  January,  1870,  aged  sixty-four  years,  one  month  and 
ft/"1  ttayss.  His  remains  were  brought  to  Kenosha,  and  in- 
terrcd  by  the  side  of  his  first  wife,  in  ihe  beautiful  cemetery 
which  he  had  donated  as  a  public  burying  ground  more  than 
thirty  years  before,  and  in  which,  in  his  Last  will,  lie  had  e\ 

pressed  a.  desire  to  be  buried. 

Before  leaving  Utah,  Mr.  Durkee  seemed  to  be  fully  ini 
pressed,  thai  he  was  Hearing  the  termination  of  his  earthly  ex 
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istenee.  Among  the  last  letters  he  is  known  to  have  written 
to  his  friends  East,  was  one  addressed  to  an  old  acquaintance 
in  Washington  City,  in  which  he  described  in  glowing  words 
the  old  friends  long  since  departed  this  life,  whom  he  antici- 
pated soon  meeting  in  the  heavenly  world.  In  the  same  letter 
he  also  expressed  a  desire  to  contribute  fifty  dollars  towards 
the  monument  which  it  had  been  proposed  to  erect  by  subscrip- 
tion to  the  memory  of  the  late  Senator  Fessenden  of  Maine, 
Mr.  Durkee  and  Mr.  Fessenden  had  been  warm  personal 
friends  for  many  years. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Durkee  was  one  abounding  in  good  deeds 
and  intentions;  to  beneiit  humanity  way  the  earnest  aim  of  his 
life.  That  he  was  faultless,  no  faithful  historian  will  pretend 
to  affirm.  The  surroundings  of  those  occupying  high  positions 
in  political  life  abound  with  temptations.  Many  of  the  mo.:t 
strong-minded  men  of  our  country  have  verified  this  truth. 
But  in  whatever  direction  Mr.  Durkee  may  have  erred,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  his  reputation  was  ever  sullied  by  acts 
of  dishonesty;  his  integrity  in  public,  as  well  as  in  private 
life,  was  irreproachable.  While  a  member  of  Congress,  no  on 
who  knew  him  ever  ventured  to  approach  him  with  a  promise 
of  reward  for  his  advocacy  or  his  vote  for  any  particular  meas- 
ure. No  pecuniary  consideration — no  flattery,  could  induce 
him  to  swerve  from  his  honest  conviction  of  right.  Well  will 
it  be  for  the  future  of  the  country,  if  those  to  whom  high 
trusts  are  committed  by  the  people,  are  as  faithful  and  consei- 
cntious  in  rendering  .an  honest  account,  of  their  stewardship,  as 
was  the  late  If  on.  Charles  Durkee. 
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The  Life  and  Services  of 
George  Hyer 

By  Lyman  C.  Draper 

Viewed  either  as  an  early  adventurous  pioneer  to  the  wilds 
of  the  North-West,  or  as  one  of  the  earliest  and 'most  promi- 
nent of  the  printers  and  publishers  of  our  Territory  and  State, 
or  as  one  of  its  primitive  lawgivers  who  largely  aided  in 
moulding  publie  opinion,  or  as  a  prolific  and  faithful  chronicle" 
of  the  interesting  episodes  and  thrilling  incidents  of  the  early 
days  of  Wisconsin,  George  Hyer  well  deserves  mure  than  a 
passing  notice  at  our  hands. 

For  the  purpose  of  preserving  for  permanent  reference,  we 
group  together  the  principal  events  of  Mr.  Jlyer's  career,  lie 
was  born  at  Fort  Covington,  Franklin  county,  Xew  York, 
July  16,  1819.  lie  was  the  eldest  of  seven  children  of  Fred- 
erick and  Eliza  Hyer,  who  located,  in  that  region  about  the 
close  of  the  War  of  1812.  His  education  was  such  as  tho  com- 
mon schools  of  his  region  afforded;  and,  in  1833,  he  com- 
menced his  apprenticeship  in  the  printing  office  of  the  St, 
Lawrence  Gazelle,  at  Ogdensbnrg,  1ST.  Y.,  then  conducted  by 
Samuel  Hoard,  since  widely  known  at  one  period  as  the 
Post  Master  at  Chicago;  and  afterwards  under  the  control  of 
the  late  Preston  King,  subsequently  a  distinguished  member 

of  the  United  States  Senate.  From  such  men  as  Silas  Wright 
ant|  Preston  King  he  naturally  imbibed  those  political  princi- 
ples of  which  they  were  such  distinguished  exponents  at  thai 
day. 

Early  in  1880,  bis  attention  was  directed  to  the  Wisconsin 
country,  to  engage  with  a  relative  in  surveying  Government 
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lands — which,  however,  he  probably  regarded  only  as  a  der- 
nier resort,  in  case  his  chosen  profession  of  printing  should  fail 
him.  He  landed  at  .Milwaukee  on  the  4th  of  July,  in  that 
year,  and  found  the  principal  topic  of  conversation  to  be  the 
birthday  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  that  being  the  day  on 
which  it  assumed  Territorial  existence.  In  the  then  small, 
unpromising  village 'of  Milwaukee,  no  newspaper  had  yet  been 
established.  On  the  14th  of  July,  the  first  number  of  the 
Milwaukee  Advertise)'  made  its  appearance,  which  soon  became 
the  leading  paper  of  the  Territory,  from  its  being  ably  con- 
ducted and  regularly  issued. 

On  Mr.  Ilyer's  return  from  surveying  expeditions,  he  found 
himself  frequently  at  the  case,  in  the  Advertiser  office,  setting 
type,  and  not  infrequently  a  contributor  to  its  columns,  and, 
on  the  approach  of  cold  weather,  and  the  departure  of  some  of 
the  tramping  jours,"  he  became  a  regular  employee  in  the 
office,  where  he  remained  for  several  months — thus  commenc- 
ing his  connection  with  the  Wisconsin  press,  which  continued, 
with  only  a  few  breathing  spells  for  the  recovery  of  health  and 
strength,  for  over  thirty-five  years. 

In  one  of  his  interesting  letters  to  the  Editorial  Association, 
Mr.  Hyer  mentions  a  little  episode  of  frontier  life  in  Wiscon- 
sin, in  1830,  worthy  of  preservation  in  this  connection.  Hav- 
ing occasion  to  visit  Green  Bay,  he  left  Milwaukee  in  August,, 
of  that  year,  in  company  with  two  others,  and  plunged  into 
the  wilderness,  from  which  they  did  not  emerge  until  they 
reached  the  open  country  in  what  is  now  the  northern  part  of 
Waukesha  county.  In  due  time  they  reached  the  traveling, 
post  on  Kock  river,  now  known  as  TLnstisford,  in  Dodge  county. 
Hero  they  found  quite  a  collection  of  Indians,  and  much 
ill-feeling  existing  in  consequence  of  the  arrest  of  some  Indi- 
ans charged  with  the  murder  of  a  while  man  near  Watertown.* 

*  To  what  particular  murder  this  refers,  we  do  not  know  ;  If  the  date  Is  correct! 
M  was  not  that  of  Burnett,  for  that  did  not  occur  till  the  following  November. 
Tin'  eastern  papers  mentioned  Indian  depredations  along  Rorfc  river  during  the 
Winter  of  is:;."  •:;<; ;  hut  the  Green  Bay  fntvVifirHcnr  of  May,  IH.Htt,  savs  rhoR*  re- 
ports grew  nut  of  the  fad  of  persons  found  dead  who  had  really  perished  from 
cold.  Mnj,  John  Greene,  commanding  at  Port  Winnebago,  wrote  .Tune  !MJth,  18.'W, 
ghat  there  was  no  entire  for  alarm  from  the  fncMan**;  and  M  was  announced  In  the 
ftftroll  pancis,  July '  14th,  on  authority  of  Oen.  Hugh  Brady,  \\  u.>  l  ad  just  re« 
lowed  from  n  military  Inspection  In  the  Wisconsin  country,  that  there  waa  not 
th«  slightest  foundation  for  tin-  reports  of  hostile  Intentions  on  the  p'irt  of  the 

Manomon  >  and  Wlnnebagoes.   Y<  t  some  Isolated  murder  may  have  occurred  I  i 

10 
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So  exasperated  were  the  Indians,  that  Hyer  and  his  compan- 
ions, considering  it  unsafe  to  pursue  their  journey,  enlisted  for 
the  protection  of  the  post,  until  the  war  cloud  should  pass 
over.  After  parleying  for  three  or  four  days,  "peace  was  de- 
clared," and  our  travelers  journeyed  on,  striking  the  military 
road  at  Fond  du  Lac,  and  passing  down  through  the  Indian 
reservation  in  the  present  Calumet  county,  reached  Grignon's 
trading  house  at  Kaukauna,  whence  they  were  taken  by  Indi- 
ans in  canoes  to  Green  Bay. 

•'When  I  first  came  to  Wisconsin/'  said  Mr.  Hyer,  "young 
and  venturous,  it  was  my  delight  to  wander  over  the  wide 
prairies,  and  among  the  forests,  unattended,  unless  by  the 
wild  people  in  whose  lodges  I  found  safe  shelter.  By  these 
people  I  was  taught  how  to  guide  my  course  through  the 
wilderness — at  night  by  the  stars;  and  by  day,  the  moss  on 
the  trees,  and  the  prairie  plants,  when  the  sun-light  was  hid- 
den, gave  the  points  of  compass  with  sufficient  accuracy  to 
guide  my  course  aright;  later,  when  the  white  man  came  to 
take  possession  of  the  land,  the  marked  trail,  the  trees  blazed 
by  the  new-comer  and  rubbed  by  the  mail-bags  as  they  passed 
through  the  narrow  lines  of  travel  from  one  distant  settlement 
to  another,  furnished  the  landmarks  that  directed  the  course 
of  travel."  He  loved  to  revert  to  those1  days  of  yort — the 
pioneer  times  of  Wisconsin. 

Returning  from  Green  Bay,  and  dividing  his  time  between 
such  rambles  through  the  new  Territory,  on  surveying  expedi- 
tions, and  working  in  the  Advertiser  office  at  Milwaukee,  he 
passed  away  the  remainder  of  1836,  and  the  early  pari  of  the 
following  year. 

Mr,  liver  relates,  that  in  the  spring  of  1S:)7,  having  occa- 
sion to  visit  the  Rock  river  settlement,  he  was  sworn  by  Post 
Master  Solomon  Juneau  at  Milwaukee,  to  carry  the  mail  to 

tween  the  1st  of  July  find  the  period  to  which  Mr.  [Iyer  refers  On  the  wti 
howpver,  we  Incline  to  the  opinion  that  Mr.  river  made  a  mistake  as  to  the  tine 
of  this  trip  io  c.roon  Bay  -thai  it  v,;is  a  year  later,  when  the  Indiana  engaged  in 
the  murder  of  Burnett,  and  wound  In  i*  of  Ciyman,  were  Imprisoned  at  Milwaukee 
for  tho  int.  Hurl  a  murder  occurred  near  Watertowo  in  the  summer  of  IMfl 
when  Timothy  .Ih1ihm.ii  was  located  at  Johnson's  Rapids,  since  Water  town  Mi 
Johnson  would  very,  naturally  have  related  bo  notable  nn  event  t«,  Mr  r  R 
Qulner,  when  the  latter  consulted  him  for  datn  for  iii->  Bketcta  <>f  Wat«»rtown  in 
1850.    Mr.  Qulner  la  silent,  as  arc  Uif  uewspapei'9  and  ail  other  authorities  extant 

of  that  day. 
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that  point — the  good  Post  Master  remarking  at  the  time,  that 
it  was  the  first  mail  ever  dispatched  west  of  Milwaukee,  for 
there  were  then  no  interior  settlements  to  require  mail  facilities. 
The  mail  matter  committed  to  Mr,  Hyer's  care,  and  which  he 
was  sworn  to  support  and  protect,  consisted  of  a  few  letters 
and  papers,  enclosed  in  a  stage  way-hill  envelope.  Depositing 
it  in  his  overcoat  pocket,  he  mounted  his  pony,  and  was  soon 
out  of  sight,  winding  his  way  along  a  devious  and  not  very 
j)lain  path,  through  the  "Milwaukee  Woods,"  to  the  Indian 
village  where  Waukesha  is  now  situated,  where  he  spent  the 
first  night.  Thence  he  followed  a  trail  through  Mukwonago, 
on  to  where  Whitewater  now  is,  and  where  Dr.  Trip])  had  just 
built  a  small  log  house,  with  whom  he  spent  his  second  night. 
Eesuming  his  journey  on  the  third  day,  he  aimed  for  a  cross- 
ing on  Bark  river,  which  in  some  way  he  missed,  and  after 
hours  of  wandering,  late  at  night,  was  glad  to  take  shelter  and 
lodging  at  an  Indian  camp  in  the  woods;  and  the  next  day  he 
reached  the  shanties  of  the  Rock  River  Claim  Company,"  a~d 
delivered  the  first  mail  ever  carried  from  Milwaukee  west. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  mention,  in  this  connection,  another 
incident  of  Mr.  liver's  early  pioneer  experiences  in  Wiscon- 
sin. Wishing  to  go  north,  he  started  from  Milwaukee,  in  com- 
pany with  a  Col.  Thayer,  on  the  trail  of  the  Green  Bay  mail 
route,  after  a  heavy  storm,  their  only  guide  an  occasional 
"blazed'7  tree  and  the  marks  of  the  mail-bags  as  they  had 
brushed  the  bark  from  the  trees  and  saplings.  Getting  off  the 
track,  in  some  way,  they  wandered  about  for  a  long  time,  at 
last  striking  the  Milwaukee  river  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is 
now  Saukville,  where  they  found  themselves  without  means 
of  crossing  the  stream,  and,  cold  and  hungry,  they  lay  down 
on  the  river  bank  waiting  for  the  river  to  fnr/v  over,  wluVh  it 
fortunately  did  that  night,  enabling  them  the  aexi  morning  to 
cross  on  the  ice  in  safety,  and  pursue  their  journey. 

The  winter  of  1 S37— Mr.  Hyer  spent  in  the  etnploj  of 

*  Tlio  Uock  fllVOl"  ('laiin  (\>inp.in\   v\  ia  composed  Of  Solomon  .TuUCflU,    Uvln  Pos 

<«'r,  itwkiii  Foster,  Enoch  DnKlnp,  and  some  others;  nnd  Hi"  earh  Pn»i 
Wto  located  nl  the  present  village  of  Port  Atkinson,  nnd  was  kepi  by  Dwlghl 
pPoater,    A  fonr-lotffft'd  stand,  yet  in  use,  served  for  the  Ural  Poal  Ofllcfl  of  the 
<"i»'n>.    This  note  is  glv;n  on  the  authority  of  IT,  ft.  Southwell,  of  Porl  Vtl 
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John  Wentworth,  011  the  Democrat  at  Chicago.  He  returned 
to  Wisconsin  in  the  spring  of  1838,  preparatory  to  leaving  for 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  having  engaged  with  a  fur-trading 
house  in  St.  Louis  to  go  out  on  a  three  years'  expedition.  This 
wild  notion  grew  out  of  his  reading  Irving's  Astoria,  replete 
with  exciting  narratives  of  Rocky  Mountain  life  and  adven- 
ture, and  came  near  changing  the  whole  current  of  his  career; 
and  would,  probably,  had  he  not  mot  at  Madison,  the  then 
Territorial  capital,  Josiah  A.  Xoonan,  and  engaged  with  him 
on  the  Wisconsin  Enquirer,  which  he  was  about  to  establish 
there  to  do  the  Territorial  printing.  This  was  early  in  the 
summer. 

Mr.  Noonan  had  ordered  a  press  and  materials  from  Buffalo, 
to  come  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Green  Bay,  and  thence'  up 
Eox  river  on  barges  to  F ort  Winnebago,  whence  it  was  to  have 
been  carted  overland  to  Madison.  The  bill  of  shipment  came 
in  due  time,  but  weeks  passed,  and  nothing  was  heard  of  the 
material.  The  season  was  getting  late,  and  no  press.  Finally 
Mr.  Noonan  engaged  Mr.  Hyer  to  mount  a  pony,  and  go  to 
Fort  Winnebago,  forty  miles  distant,  and  make  inquiry  about 
the  missing  material,  and  if  nothing  was  heard  of  it,  to  eon-» 
tinue  on  to  Green  Bay.  There  were  then  no  roads,  no  guides, 
no  regular  stopping  places;  by  the  route  taken  there  was  no 
clearly  defined  traek  between  Madison  and  Fort  Winnebago, 
and  but  one  stopping  place,  a  half  breed's  house,  within  ten  or 
twelve  miles  of  the  Fort.  But  from  Fort  Winnebago  to  Green 
Bay  there  was  a  good  military  road,  running  east  of  Lake 
Winnebago,  affording  a  good  route,  and  convenient  stopping 
places  among  traders  and  Indians.  On  reaching  Fort  Winne- 
bago, Mr,  Jlyer  gained  information  thai  convinced  him  that 
the  press  and  materials  bad  been  thrown  overboard,  in  a  Storin, 
in  Lake  Huron,  off  Mackinaw;  but  it  was  months  after  the  un- 
fortunate event  before  its  fate  was  fully  known. 

Satisfied  that  it  would  be  useless  to  look  further  lor  the  miss- 
ing printing  material,  Mr.  Kyer  started  back  the  next  morn- 
ing for  Madison,  reaching  there  that  night,  and  gave  Buch  in- 
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formation  of  the  matter  as  lie  had  been  able  to  learn.  This 
led  Mr.  Noonari  to  purchase  the  Racine  Argus,  and  transfer 
the  material  to  Madison,  followed  immediately  by  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Wisconsin  Enquirer,  the  first  number  of  which  ap- 
peared on  the  Sth  of  ^November,  1S38,  and  on  which  Mr.  Hyer 
set  the  first  type.  With  a  single  hand  press,  and  scarcely  any 
conveniences,,  this  little  office  issued  a  newspaper,  the  bills, 
journals,  reports,  .and  laws  of  the  legislature,  including  a  revis- 
ion of  the  laws  then  in  force. 

Mr.  Hyer  remained,  with  the  Enquirer  .several  years;  and  in 
April,  1841,  became  a  partner  of  0.  C.  Sholes  in  conducting 
the  paper,  but  retired  from  it  in  February,  1842  ;  when  he 
went  to  Milwaukee,  and  united  with  Mr.  iSToonan  in  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Milwaukee  Courier;  from  which,  however,  he 
retired  in  February,  1843,  and  joined  John  P.  Sheldon  in  the 
publication  of  the  Wisconsin  Democrat,  at  Madison,  both  of 
whom  were  chosen  Territorial  printers  for  that  year.  The 
Democrat,  when  it  ceased  to  have  the  public  printing,  was 
short  lived,  and  suspended  in  March,  184-1. 

Mr.  Hyer  had  early' secured  himself  a  homestead  of  a  quar- 
ter section  of  land,  on  Rock  river,  near  Aztalan;  and  from  that 
as  his  home  and  headquarters,  he  would  sally  out  at  times  to 
engage  in  his  profession.  ITe  was  confessedly  somewhat  va- 
riable in  his  pursuits — not  really  robust  enough  to  grapple 
with  the  severe  labor  consequent  upon  the  successful  opening 
and  management  of  a  now  farm,  nor  yet  vigorous  enough 
to  devote  himself  laboriously  and  continuously  to  editorial  and 
newspaper  life.  In  October,  1,847,  we  find  him,  in  connection 
with  a  partner,  starting  a  new  paper,  iho  Rock  River 
Watertown,  from  which,  however,  he  retired  in  January  there- 
after. He  was  subsequently  connected  with  the  Rock  River 
'.rimes,  at,  the  same  plaa — a  paper  that  was  published  only  a 

few  mouths.     About  this  period  ho  was  united  in  marriage  to 

Miss  Catharine  Keyes,  daughter  <d*  Oapt.  Joseph  Keyes,  <>f 
Lake  Mills,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Rock  river  valley,  aud  si^ 
tor  of  Hon,  E.  VV,  Keyes,  of  Madison. 
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We  next  find  Mr.  Hyer  removed  to  Waukesha,  where,  on 
the  20th  of  July,  1S4S,  he  issued  the  first  number  of  the  Wau- 
kesha Democrat,  which  he  continued  to  conduct  for  a  little 
over  three  years.  In  the  fall  of  1850,  he  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent Waukesha  county  in  the  State  Senate,  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  usefulness  to  his  district  during  the  ses- 
sion of  1851.  On  the  19th  of  August,  in  that  year,  he  made 
his  valedictory  in  his  paper,  and  the  Democrat  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Edward  II.  Baxter  and  Henry  D.  Barron.  His  first 
intention  was  to  have  started  a  new  paper  at  Oshkosh,  but 
this  idea  was  abandoned;  and  in  December,  1S51,  we  find 
him  removed  to  Milwaukee,  resigning  the  unexpired  term  of 
his  senatorship,  and  entering  into  partnership  with  Daniel 
Shaw,  in  conducting  the  Commercial  Advertiser,  and  thus 
continued  till  in  1854,  when  they  retired,  and  the  Advertiser 
was  changed  into  the  News. 

Retiring  again  to  his  farm-home,  he  remained  there  till 
July,  1855,  when  he  was  appointed  by  President  Buchanan 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Superior,  at  the  same  time  that 
Hun.  E.  B.  Dean,  dr.,  was  appointed  Receiver  at  that  place. 
In  the  fall  of  1856,  Mr;  Hyer  resigned  his  position,  and 
again  withdrew  to  his  quiet  home  on  Bock  river. 

Except  some  occasional  services  rendered  to  S.  D.  Carpen- 
ter, in  the  Madi&on  Patriot,  Mr.  Hyer  was  not  again  con- 
nected with  newspaper  life  till  April,  1859,  when  he  became 
associated  with  Mr.  Carpenter  in  the  Patriot.  In  i  he  fall  of 
18G2  he  was  chosen  to  represent  the  Madison  district  in  the 
Legislature  at  the  ensuing  session  of  1863,  About  this  time 
he  was  called  to  part  with  his  wife,  who  had  loug  been  an 
invalid  sufferer.  In  the  spring  <»f  1864,  in  Oonse;ttetl0€  of 
failing  health,  he  was  induced  to  quit  his  favorite  profession 
for  a  time,  and  retire  from  the  Patriot;  and  he  aftUgfit  a 
change  of  life  and  relief  from  the  exacting  cares  of  a  daily 

paper,  by  talcing  an  overland  journey  i<>  the  Pacific  -thus 
gratifying  the  ideal  be  had  long  before  Formed  of  Rocky  foun- 
tain life  and  adventure  from  the  perusal  of  [wing's  graphic 
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description  of  that  nigged  Alpine  region.  He  said  to  the 
writer  that  he  felt  that  such  a  trip  would  test  his  vitality — 
t bar.  he  would  either  fall  by  the  way  or  return  greatly  recuper- 
ated. His  hopes  were  reasonably  realized;  for  he  visited 
Oregon,  California  and  Nevada,  communicating  to  the  press 
here  a  series  of  articles,  which  attracted  much  attention,  de- 
scriptive of  the  scenes  he  witnessed)  the  country  through  which 
he  passed,  a»d  the  motley  people  whom  he  met  on  his  devious 
way.  Ho  returned  home  by  the  Isthmus  route  in  the  spring 
of  1805,  much  improved  in  health  and  strength. 

Early  in  October  following,  Mr*  Hyer,  in  connection  with 
D.  W.  Fernandez,  established  the  Democrat  at  Madison, 
which  he  continued  to  publish  until  February,  1807,  when, 
feeling  that  his  health  was  not  sufficiently  vigorous  to  enable 
him  to  conduct  a  daily,  paper,  he  sold  out  to  I.  V.  Montanye, 
and  concluded  to  retire  from  active  life  forever,  and  spend  the 
remainder  of  his  days  in  the  quietude  of  the  country.  He 
purchased  a  beautiful  farm,  just  over  the  Illinois  border,  not 
very  far  from  Beloit,  and  took  up  his  abode  there,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  nee  It.  II.  Fernandez,  to  whom  he  had 
been  recently  married.  His  principal  articles  of  farm  pro- 
duction in  18G7,  as  he  pleasantly  remarked,  were  chickens 
and  potato  bugs. 

His  active  mind  soon  again  became  restless  in  retirement, 
and  an  almost  irresistible  desire  again  possessed  him  to  resume 
the  editorial  chair.  His  preferences  were  to  have  returned  to 
Madison;  but  a  better  opening  at  the  time  presented  itself  at 
Oshkosh,  where,  in  connection  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Fernandez,  lie  purchased  the  Oshkosli  Democrat,  in  October, 
1807 ;  and  changing  the  name  to  the  Oshkosh  Times,  IOOI)  im- 
parted to  it  the  vitalizing  touch  and  magnetic  influence  of  Ilia 
veteran  hand  and  experience.  It  Boon  took  the  very  front 
rank  among  the  weeklies  of  the  State.  Thus  for  five  and  a 
half  years,  lie  kept  his  busy  pen  employed  on  the  Times,  earn* 

<slly  engaged  in  advocating  many  a  <!■»<. d  work  for  the  public. 

He  whs  supported  bv  his  friends  for  the  Assembly  in  the  Osh- 
kosh district  in  L8C8,  but,  without  buoo 
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During  the  winter  of  1S71-72  he  had  several  severe  attacks, 
and  about  the  first  of  March  he  was  prostrated  by  his  old 
disease — consumption  of  the  bowels,  and  became  much  en- 
feebled. Though  confined  to  his  home,  he  still  wrote  for  his 
paper  almost  to  the  last.  Until  a  few  hours  before  his  death, 
his  friends  entertained  but  little  doubts  of  his  recovery.  It 
was  hoped  that  the  return  of  bright  spring  weather  would 
bring  healiug  on  its  wings ;  but  he  lived  to  see  only  one  or  two 
bright  sunshiny  days,  and  to  enjoy  a  few  glimpses  of  return- 
ing life  and  animation  in  the  fields  and  garden-  he  loved  so 
well.  Only  the  day  before  his  death,  he  said  to  his  companion 
that  he  felt  that  he  should  recover  and  enjoy  better  health 
than  he  had  for  many  years.  But  these  hopes  were  delusive. 
That  very  evening  unfavorable  symptoms  appeared,  and  his 
friends  at  once  realized  his  great  danger.  Tdis  sufferings  were 
intense  until  a  short  time  before  his  departure,  but  he  bore 
them  without  a  murmur.  He  continued  to  fail  rapidly 
through  the  night,  and  until  a  quarter  past  nine  the  following 
morning,  April  20,  1872,  when,  without  a  struggle,  he  peace- 
fully passed  away — his  mind  remaining  clear  and  bright  to 
the  last.  Death  came,  but  with  it  came  neither  timidity  nor 
terror.  Conscious  of  approaching  dissolution,  he  met  it  with 
fortitude  and  without  a  fear.  He  left,  besides  hi.-  widow,  an 
only  child,  a,  son  by  his  former  marriage,  Capt.  Joseph  Keyes 
ITyer,  a  promising  young  officer  in  the  regular  army,  who  re- 
ceived a  military  education  at  West  Point. 

His  funeral  was  largely  attended  at  Oahkosh  by  his  Masonic 
brethren  and  friends,  and  by  members  of  the  Tumors.  St.  An- 
drews Society,  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  t"  which  he  re- 
spectively belonged;  and  delegations  accompanied  Ills  remains 
to  Madison,  where1  they  were  deposited  in  Foresl  Hill  Ceme- 
tery, under  the  direction  of  his  Masonic  friends,  with  brief  but 
touching  services.  The  green  sod  never  pressed  a.  nobler  form. 

To  the  State  Editorial  Association  and  the  State  Historical 
Society,  Mr.  [Iyer  cherished  fond  attachments.  Ho  had  served 
aw  President  of  the  Editorial  Association,  and  contributed 
largely  to  lis  historical  reminiscences  and  collections,  lie  had 
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taken  an  active  part  in  the  first  incipient  effort,  in  October, 
J.84G,  to  establish  a  Historical  Society  in  the  Territory.  He 
had  served  seven  years  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  present  organization  of  the  Historical  Society,  dur- 
ing his  residence  at  Madison;  and  since  his  removal  to  Oshkosh, 
ho  had  served  two  years'  as  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Society,  and  was,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  re-chosen  to  the 
same  position  for  the  ensuing  term  of  three  years.  He  had 
prepared  for  the  Society  a  series  of  most  interesting  reminis- 
cences of  early  events  and  incidents  in  Wisconsin  history, 
which  will  hereafter  appear  in  the  Society's  Collections. 

Let  Mr.  liver's  editorial  brethren,  who  knew  him  long  and 
well,  testify  to  his  good  deserving,  and  the  leading  traits  of 
his  character: 

"A  resident  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  for  thirty-six  years/'' 
says  his  partner  in  the  Oshkosh  Times,  "he  watched  with  keen 
interest  the-  prosperity  and  growth  of  his  adopted  States — labor- 
ing zealously  for  whatever,  in  his  judgment,  tended  to  promote 
her  wealth  and  greatness,  and  lived  to  see  her  assume  high  rank 
among  her  sister  States.  Mr;  Hyer  loved  his  profession,  and 
was  proud  of  the  influence  and  importance  it  had  obtained. 
Connected  with  the  press  of  Wisconsin  fr  nil  its  earliest!  in- 
fancy, he  gave  it  the  energy  and  activity  of  early  manhood)  and 
the  wisdom  and  experience  of  riper  years.  Thoroughly  imbued 
with  the  idea  of  its  usefulness  and  efficiency  as  a  public  edu- 
cator, he  worked  hard  to  give  it  a  respectability  and  dignity 
commensurate  with  its  influence  and  power. 

"Mr.  Hyer  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  He 
possessed  a  mind  of  great  power  and  activity,  stored  wiih  ;» 
large  fund  of  information,  gained  and  treasured  by  lung  years 

of  study  and  experience,  ready  to  respond  to  any  demand  he 
might  make  Upon  it.  He  was  a  ready,  rapid  writer,  and  wield 
ed  a  pen  vitb  a  strength  and  vigor  that  told  powerfully  in 
favor  of  the  cause  he  advocated.  Sincere  in  hi-  own  convic- 
tions, he  hated  and  despised  duplicity  and  double-dealing  Ui 
others.  What  lie  believed  to  be  the  truth,  he  did  not  besitate 
to  avow  and  advocate,  and  could  not  be  driven  nor  frightened 
from  a  position  he  believed  rightfully  taken. 
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"George  Hyer  loved  his  friends.  There  are  few  men  who 
had  a  higher  appreciation  of,  or  set  a  greater  value  upon  the 
friendship  of  those  whom  he  trusted,  honored  and  loved,  than 
he.  During  a  long  and  stormy  political  life,  he  doubtless  made 
enemies,  but  he  was  a  generous  foe,  carrying  on  warfare  only 
and  fighting  bravely  for  what  he  believed  to  be  the  truth  and 
the  right.  In  his  family  he  was  always'  most  kind  and  affec- 
tionate, and  those  with  whom  he  was  thus  daily  associated, 
will  not  soon  forget  his  pleasant  smile,  cheerful  temper,  affable 
manners,  and  patient  forbearance,  so  characteristic  of  him  in 
sickness  and  in  health. " 

k'A  man  of  good  natural  endowments,"  writes  Gen.  Thos.  S. 
Allen  in  the  Northivestern,  "wonderful  industry  and  applica- 
tion, shrewd  and  far-seeing  judgment,  in  his  chosen  profession 
Mr.  Hyer  reached  a  degree  of  success  which  is  rarely  attained 
by  the  most  fortunate,  and  he  lived  to  enjoy  many  years  of  ac- 
knowledged supremacy  in  the  field  of  journalism.  For  thirty- 
five  years  a  resident  of  Wisconsin,  few  men  were  better  known, 
and  few  men  knew  more  of  the  State  and  its  people  than  George 
Hyer.  At  home  and  in  the  social  circle,  he  was  kind  ami  atu  c- 
tionate  to  a  fault;  and  to  those  who  enjoyed  his  intimate  friend- 
ship, the  announcement  of  his  death  will  fall  with  a  sadness 
which  none  but  those  who  have  been  similarly  afflicted  can  ap- 
preciate. He  was  active  and  self-sacrificing  in  all  that  pertained 
to  the  public  good;  and,  since  his  residence  in  Oshkosh,  he  has1 
been  instrumental  in  securing  many  valuable  public  improve- 
ments which  will  exist  a  monument  of  his  worth  long  after  his 
name  is  forgotten.  In  his  profession  he  was  industrious,  and  it 
is  probable  that  Iris  severe  application  to  the  details  of  his  busi- 
ness during  the  last  two  years  hastened  his  decease." 

"Whatever,"  says  John  P,  ITuine,  in  the  Chilton  Times,  "he 
appeared  to  others,  makes  no  difference,  To  us  he  always  ap- 
peared as  a  father,  friend,  counsellor,  na  well  as  the  embodiment 
of  all  that  was  good  and  time — an  honor  and  an  ornament  to 
the  profession  in  which  be  took  so  much  pride,  ami  a  man 
whose  notions  in  life  are  worthy  of  imitation." 

"As  an  editor,"  observes  0©3.  Charles  lb  Robinson,  in  the 

Green  Bay  AilvQCHfaj  "be  was  a  man  of  mow  than  usual  ability, 
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industry,  energy  and  perseverance.  Decided  in  his  own  opin- 
ions, he  was  somewhat  apt  to  be  severe  on  others,  but  in  the 
main  liberal  toward  his  opponents.  In  polities  he  has  always 
been  ultra  democratic'.  Socially,  he  was'  most  genial,  fond  of 
and  faithful  to  his  friends,  and  his  death  will  cause  an  universal 
sadness  wherever  lie  was  known  throughout  the  State." 

•'His  whole  career  in  Wisconsin,''  writes  Col.  E.  A.  Calkins, 
in  the  Milwaukee  News,  "has  been  one  of  active  usefulness, 
largely  devoted  to  the  public  service.  Few  have  worked  in  his 
profession  more  conscientiously,  faithfully,  and  with  sincere 
purposes  for  the  public  weal,  and  few  with  greater  ability  or 
more  success  in  their  labors.  In  all  duties,  and  at  all  times, 
Mr.  Hyer  was  earnest,  zealous  and  faithful.  He  has  done  a 
good  work,  and  has  left  us  with  a  record  unspotted,  leaving 
witli  ail  a  feeling  of  sorrow  and  regret." 

"Among  all  those  who  have  witnessed  the  remarkable  growth 
and  prosperity  of  our  noble  State,"  says  A.  B.  Eraley,  Esq., 
in  the  Madison  Democrat,  "no  man  ever  labored  more  zealously 
with  voice  and  with  pen,  to  promote  the  interests  and  develop 
the  resources  of  Wisconsin,  than  Geo.  Hyer.  He  has  always 
been  foremost  in  the  advocacy  of  works  of  public  improvement, 
and  enterprises  which  had  for  their  ohject  the  advancement 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  State.  The  greater  portion  of  his 
time  since  he  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  has  been  devoted  to  the 
calling  in  which  he  was  educated,  that  of  printer  and  editor. 
He  had  the  highest  possible  appreciation  of  the  .responsibilities 
of  his  noble  vocation.  He  possessed  talents  of  a.  high  order. 
His  practical  mind  was  disciplined  by  reflection,  and  trained 
in  the  school  of  experience  and  observation.  He  wrote  with 
great  facility,  was  clear  in  his  style  of  expression,  most  always 
logical,  never  aimed  at  brilliancy  or  tried  to  be  ornate,  but 
was  not  infrequently  Sparkling  and  witty. 

"Few  men  ever  led  a  more  thoroughly  blameless  life  tban 

peo.  Hyer.  His  exemplary  habits,  his  integrity  of  charact<  r, 
jenerosity  of  heart,  and  pleasant  social  ways,  have  won  for  him 
a  respect  and  admiration  wherever  be  was  familiarly  known, 
and  his  cherished  name  will  be  fondly  remembered  in  many 
anew  mourning  circle,  until  this  generation  passes  away. 


148  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [vol.  vi 


" Although  he  was  a  man  of  fixed  principles  and  positive 
opinions,  which  he  always  avowed  with  great  freedom  and  in- 
dependence when  occasion  required,  yet  we  believe  he  had  few- 
er personal  enemies  than  any  man  we  ever  knew,  who  had 
filled  so  conspicuous  a  place  in  the  world.  As  a  proof  of  the 
almost  immaculate  purity  of  his  character,  we  need  only  cite 
the  rather  extraordinary  fact,  that  in  his  long  career  as  an  edi- 
tor engaged  as  he  has  been  in  political  contests  in  which  the 
utmost  bitterness  prevailed,  to  which  he  perhaps  contributed 
his  full  share  of  invective,  Ave  never  heard  of  anything  mean, 
dishonest  or  disreputable  laid  to  his  charge.  We  doubt  if 
there  is1  a  single  other  man  in  the  State  who  could  boast  of  a 
larger  circle  of  personal  friends  than  he. 

"There  was  an  unpretending  grandeur  about  the  man  that 
not  only  commanded  respect,  among  all  wdio  knew  him  casually, 
but  that  inevitably  awakened  a  deeper  feeling  in  the  hearts  of 
those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  possess  his  friendship. 

"In  the  ranks  of  his  beloved  profession  he  had  few  equals 
and  hardly  any  superiors.  There  were,  perhaps,  more  brilliant 
writers  than  he,  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  one  whose  edi- 
torial career  exhibited  a  greater  combination  of  solid  qualities. 
Ho  was  a  great  worker  during  his  whole  life.  His  devotion  to 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  right  was1  unswerving.  Difficulties 
and  opposition  however  formidable,  could  not  shake  his  convic- 
tions or  cause  him  to  deviate  one  hair's  breadth  from  the  strict 
line  of  duty. 

"As  a  politician  few  men  in  the  Stale  wielded  a  wider  and 
more  commanding  influence  in  the  party  to  which  he  belonged, 
than  Mi-.  I  Iyer.  II  is  long  experience,  abundant  common  96D.se, 
coo!  judgment,  and  thorough  familiarity  with  public  matters, 
made  bim  a  safe  leader,  and  his  counsels  were  always  listened 
to  with  deep  respect  %y  his  associates.  In  all  the  relations 
private  lite,  his  character  never  suffered  the  least  reproach.  He 
was  an  affectionate  husband,  an  indulgnl  father,  and  i  true 
friend.  Clouds  and  darkness  sometimes  encompassed  his  soul, 
the  results  of  that  fell  disease,  which  has  at  last  triumphed  over 
life,  but  he  generally  shook  them  off,  and  appeared  before  the 

world  and  in  tin1  presence  of  his  friend-,  with  a  calm  demeanor 
and  a  nleusant  countenance." 
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4,As  an  editor,"  observes  Gen.  Atwood,  in  the  State  Journal, 
"Mr.  Hyer  possessed  every  decided  talent.  His  long  practice 
and  natural  taet  made  him  conversant  with  just  what  was 
needed  to  make  a  paper  a  success.  He  looked  well  after  the 
local  items;  and  his  leading  editorials'  were  written  with  great 
clearness,  and  were  not  overburdened  with  Avords.  His  style 
as  a  writer  was  attractive.  We  have  never  heard  but  one  fault 
found  with  Mr.  Hyer  as  an  editor.  He  was  at  times'  personal 
ami  bitter  towards  his  opponents,  and  used  terms  that  were 
deemed  too  severe  to  be  effective.  This  was  no  doubt  partially 
owing  to  the  fact  of  his  early  connection  with  the  press  of 
Wisconsin,  when  party  warfare  partook  more  of  a  personal 
character,  than  at  the  present  day.  He  then  acquired  the  habits 
of  the  times,  and  they  remained  with  him  to  a  degree  that  was 
not  always  agreeable,  even  to  his  party  friends.  But  all  in  all 
he  was  an  excellent  editor,  and  very  popular  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  craft. 

"Socially,  Mr.  Hyer  was  remarkably  pleasant  and  attrac- 
tive. He  possessed  a  retentive  memory,  and  could  relate- inter- 
esting incidents  of  early  life  in  the  West,  with  great  fluency 
and  clearness.  In  familiar  conversation  he  had  few  superiors. 
It  was  our  fortune  to  be  his  personal  friend  for  many  years. 
Although  we  differed  in  our  political  sentiments  and  opinion-, 
as  widely  as  any  two  men  well  could  differ,  there  never  Wag  a 
personal  difference  between  us.  In  business,  our  relations  have 
also  been  extensive  and  intimate,  and  we  have  ever  found  Mr. 
Hyer  upright  and  honest  in  all  transactions.  In  his  death, 
wo  feel  that  a  near  and  dear  personal  friend  has  been  taken 
from  us. 

"All  in  all,  Mr.  Hyer  has  lived  :i  life  of  activity  and  practi- 
cal usefulness.  As  a  man,  an  editor  and  a  printer,  be  wa-  uni- 
versally respected,  and  his  death  will  sink  deep  into  many 
hearts." 
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Character  of  George  Hyer 


By  Horace  A.  Tenney 

Probably  if  we  were  to  seek  for  an  exceptional  pursuit 
among  the  occupations  of  men,  during  the  generations  past, 
it  would  be  found  in  the  average  career  of  the  editor  of  a  news- 
paper. The  lives  of  men  generally  run  in  plain  grooves',  from 
which  there  is  little  divergence  as  the  years  pass — a  permanen- 
cy not  found  among  early  printers.  Yet  even  in  this  pursuit 
we  shall  discover  that  the  craft  obeyed  a  general  law.  Nearly 
every  member  of  the" profession  of  any  note  has  had  a  common 
experience  in  the  education  that  has  fitted  him  for  his  after 
career.  He  has  had  the  rugged  road  of  poverty,  privation,  and 
disappointment,  only  at  length  to  more  certainly  develop  in- 
tellectual powers,  and  pursue  his  mission  with  keener  and 
sharper  perceptions  of  his  true  relations  to  the  world.  His 
files  are  too  often  little  else  than  a  tangible  evidence  of  his 
wandering  footsteps — the  evidence  of  things  hoped  for,  rather 
than  seen.  They  prove  an  impulse  for  change  in  earlier  times 
that  does  not  now  exist — that  the  press  ever  marched  at  the 
head  of  the  column  of  advancing  civilization,  and  only  en- 
camped permanently  and  successfully  with  the  division  it  hap- 
pened to  accompany. 

The  career  of  our  lamented  friend,  George  Hyer,  whose 
memory  we  would  commemorate,  was  n.o  exception  to  the  av- 
erage experience  of  his  associates.  He  was  One  01  the  leaders 
of  the  van  of  his  craft  in  a  now  and  untried  field,  :ind  in  his 
time  was  the  parent  of  many  useful  enterprises  long  settled 
into  permanent  resnlls.  What  editor,  indeed,  grown  to  his 
profession  through  the  legitimate  channel  of  the  press  or  com- 
posing room,  ever  found  any  other  pursuit  fitted  to  his 
mind,  or  thai  would  content  himfl    Bora  of  the  craft,  it  may 
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bo  truthfully  said  that  once  an  editor,  always  an  editor,  what- 
ever changes  and  mutations  may  happen.  In  this  respect  the 
profession  is  comparable  with  no  other.  The  habit  is  a  second 
nature. 

It  is  not  enough  to  say  of  such  a  person  that  he  was  bom 
or  died  at  any  certain  date,  or  that  he  filled  a  certain  useful 
sphere  with  distinguished  ability.  Life  is  not  so  much  made 
up  of  years  as  of  actual  deeds,  of  impulses  given,  of  iinpre?> 
sions  made,  winch  must  long  survive  and  endure  beyond  tab- 
lets of  marble. 

A  newspaper  in  Wisconsin  in  1830,  and  for  many  years 
thereafter,  subserved  a  very  different  purpose  in  its  relations 
to  society,  from  what  it  does1  at  present.  It  Avas  then  a  teacher, 
and  not  a  mere  chronicler  of  passing  events.  Its  influence  and 
its  power  were  far  greater.  The  embryo  of  a  State  was  then  in 
process  of  formation,  and  the  press  was  its  natural  mother. 
Elemental  principles  of  government  were  then  the  chief  sub- 
jects of  discussion  in  their  application  to  a  new  sovereignty 
that  was  to  spring  almost  from  chaos,  and  take  its  proper  rank 
among  sovereigns  and  equals.  Politics  were  little  regarded 
except  in  their  bearings  on  fundamentals.  Parties  had  little, 
and  but  precarious  foothold,  and  the  new  community  had  not 
yet  learned  to  accept  the  name  of  a  thing  for  its  substance. 
It  was  an  era  of  free  and  unrestrained  thought — of  grand  ideas 
of  equality — of  (honorable  ambition  neither  marred  by  selfish- 
ness nor  influenced  by  the  hope  of  pecuniary  profits.  The  scant 
population  were  put  in  mental  training  to  discharge  coming 
duties  on  a  higher  plane  than  Territorial  dependence;  and  the 
mission  of  the  press  was  to  mould  the  public  sentiment  into 

eiiape,  and  stamp  it  with  imperishable  ideas  of  right  and  jus 
tiro.  All  that  Wisconsin  has  now  left  of  fundamentals,  valuable 

to  itself  and  the  world,  is  the  work  of  that  time.  There  happens 

but  one  era  fo  a  State  when  singleness  of  purpose  for  the  pub- 
lie  welfare  alone,  and  unselfish  and  uncalculating  patriotism 
prevails,  and  that,  is  the  dawn  of  it^  career,  After  that  the  in- 
fluences that  surround  it  seem  to  wholly  change,  ami  generally 
for  the  worse. 
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It  is  one  of  the  fictions  of  the  older  States  that  the  popula- 
tion of  new  Territories  is  necessarily  coarse,  ignorant,  law- 
less and  far  inferior  to  their  own.     This  conclusion  is  assumed 
generally,  as  a  matter  of  course — a  fact,  indisputable,  and  to 
be  taken  for  granted.    As  applied  to  the  earlier  settlers  of 
Wisconsin,  nothing  could  have  been  more  at  variance  with  The 
Broth.    Indeed  the  first  comers  were  among  the  very  select 
minds  of  tho  States  from  whence  they  came — the  equal,  if  not 
the  superior,  of  those  left  behind — men  of  marked  individual- 
ity; and  of  high  cultivation,  who  lacked  nothing  to  fit  them  to 
be  founders  of  a  new  empire,  and  who  have  shown  by  what 
they  have  accomplished  that  they  were  equal  to  every  occasion. 
Even  now,  after  death  has,'  taken  so  simple  a  toll  from  the 
pioneers,  the  survivors,  wherever  found,  are  every  where  the 
centre  of  a  circle  of  influence  and  respect  as  yet  unattained  by 
later  comers.    Truly  there  were  giants  in  those  days,  repre- 
senting every  quality  that  makes  up  the  full  sum  of  manhood, 
and  every  element  to  fit  them  for  the  mission  they  have  so 
grandly  accomplished. 

What  higher  tribute  can  we  pay  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Hyer 
than  to  say  that  among  such  a  people  he  was  ever  a  recognized 
equal — an  acknowledged  leader,  and  true  representative?  How 
many  lesser  lights  were  extinguished  while  he  kept  the  ad- 
vance, ever  conspicuous  for  sincerity,  honesty,  and  singleness 
of  purpose.  Let  it  suffice  us  generally  to  say,  that  he  put  his 
imprint  upon  his  era,  probably  more  than  any  other  member 
of  the  craft,  and  that  the  world  has  been  gladdened  ami  bet- 
tered by  his  long  and  honorable  labors. 

In  estimating  the  character  and  services  of  men,  the  world 
is  quite  too  apt  to  mistake  notoriety  for  greatness— to  assign 
to  the  general  in  command  the  nu  rit  of  his  soldier-.     But  it 

is  a  part  of  the  mission,  of  every  press  to  manufacture  these 
very  lenders,  and  lift  them  from  obscurity  to  prominence.  Look- 
ing at  the  product,  it  often  happens  that  the  real  maker  is  look*  d 

upon  as  less  than  his  handiwork.     As  we  write  these  lin<  . 

memory  brings  before  us  a  long  array  of  officials  reaching  from 
tho  first  to  the  latest  Governor  and  subordinate  offioenij  and 
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yet  in  the  whole  line  we  recall  not  one  more  than  the  equal  in 
intelligence,  and  none  the  superior  of  George  Hyer.  He  was 
second  to  no  one  of  all  who  have  passed  off  our  political  stage 
in  any  quality  that  constitutes  true  greatness.  The  State  hon- 
ored his  work  rather  than  him,  so  far  as  high  position  was 
concerned.  Indeed  he  never  sought  office  for  its  own  sake, 
and  in  his  long  and  useful  career,  only  accepted  it  when  he  be- 
lieved ric  would  render  useful  service  to  the  masses.  His  pub- 
lieved  he  would  render  useful  service  to  the  masses.  What  more 
could  be  said  of  any  one  \ 

As  an  editor,  Mr.  Hyer  was  both  fearless  and  faithful  to 
his  own  convictions  of  right.  He  wielded  a  pen  of  great 
power,  and  in  sharp  political  struggles  made  himself  felt  in  a 
way  not  always  pleasant  to  opponents.  He  cut  with  a  keen 
blade,  but  always  without  malice  or  bitterness.  The  contest 
over,  he  was  never  known  to  harbor  private  resentment.  In- 
deed his  magnanimity  and  fairness  to  opponents  was  one  of 
hi3  most  noted  traits  of  character.  No  one  more  readily  ac- 
knowledged an  error,  or  was  quicker  to  make  reparation.  So- 
cially he  was  genial  and  kind  to  all — proud  of  his  profession, 
and  loved  by  all  associated  with  him  in  every  relation.  His 
naturo  was  generous  and  sympathetic.  His  friends  were  legion, 
and  if  he  had  anything  like  enemies,  they  are  unknown.  Most 
emphatically  we  say  of  him,  that  he  was  great  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  term,  and  that  he  was  a  good  man  whose  life's  averngo 
marked  high  in  its  every  relation  to  the  world.  His  death  has 
left  a  void  in  the  pioneer  ranks  which  can  never  again  be  filled. 
11 
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The  North-West  in   1817:  a 
Contemporary  Letter 

By  Samuel  A.  Storrow* 

BaowaviLLE,  1st  December,  1S17. 

To  Majoh  General  Bkown, 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  a  detail  of 
such  occurrences,  subsequent  to  my  departure  from  you,  as 
have  not  already  been  presented  in  a  different  shape.  What- 
ever relates  to  the  tour  is  due  to  yourself,  as  your  request  was 
the  cause  of  it. 

At  midnight  of  the  day  when  I  took  leave  of  you  at  De- 
troit, August  17th,  1817,  I  embarked  in  a  barge  to  proceed 
by  the  river  and  Lake  St.  Clair  to  Fort  Gratiot.  The  country 
bordering  the  two  waters  I  found  level  and  fertile.  It  is 
scantily  peopled  by  French  Canadians,  who  reside  on  the  mar- 
gin and  make  no  improvements  in  the  interior.  The  small 
surplus  of  their  produce  is  purchased  by  vessels  coasting  be- 
tween the  lakes.  In  the  rear  of  the  settlements  is  a  growth  of 
substantial  timber,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  natural  grass. 
At  the  upper  parts  of  the  river  the  soil  meliorates;  the  banks 
are  high  and  often  picturesque.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th, 
I  reached  Lake  Huron  and  Fort  Gratiot. 

Without  recurrence  to  the  map  a  stranger  is  led  into  err  n 
from  the  different  names  given  to  the  same  water.  Sinee  hav- 
ing Detroit  I  had  been  on  one  stream,  Known  in  its  various 
parts  as  Detroit  river,  Lake  St.  plair,  the  river  St  Clair,  ami 
the  river  Huron.  Fort  Gratiot  is  situated  oil  the  right  bank 
of  the  hatter,  which  is  the  rapid  formed  by  l  ake  Huron  in  its 
first,  outlet  to  the  waters  below.  I  is  direction  i  -  from  north  to 


•Of  Samuel  a.  storrow,  the  author  of  this  narrative,  weonls  know  thai  he  wue 
h  native  of  Mas  nchuaetta,  and  acting  Judge  advocate  In  the  arm)  of  1810  .  Judge 
Advocate  In  1816:  and  realgned,  Feb,  5,  i nlm».  This  narrative  wax  published  In 
pamphlet  form,  octavo  pages ;  the  Boclety'i  copy  is  without  title  page,  II  it 
iver  had  any,  and  we  can  lad  no  reference  to  II  la  any  of  the  catalogue*  of  the 
principal  Ann  rlci  n  llbrn  lea,  1    C.  D 
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south,  its  width  about  800  yards,  its  length  about  a  mile,  and 
the  rapidity  of  the  current  nearly  five  miles  an  hour.  With 
Fort  Gratiot  itself  you  are  already  acquainted.  The  site  of  it 
1$  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  Lake,  on  a  slight  emi- 
nence about  150  yards  distant  from  the  water's  edge;  so  that 
the  guns  of  a  well  constructed  work  may  command  the  strait 
and  its  opposite  bank,  which  for  more  than  the  range  of  com- 
mon shot  is  elevated  but  a  few  feet  above  the  water. 

Considering  the  river  Huron  as  the  natural  avenue  from  the 
Upper  to  the  Lower  Lakes,  it  is  surprising  that  no  efforts  were 
made  to  insure  the  command  of  it  previously  to  the  year  1814. 
To  ourselves,  under  the  existing  mode  of  communicating  with 
the  north-western  frontier  it  affords  the  only  means  of  commer- 
cial or  military  conveyance.  To  the  British,  it  serves  for  the 
former,  although  for  the  latter  they  have  found  an  expensive 
substitute  in  the  land  and  water  carriage  from  York  to  their 
naval  depot  on  Lake  Huron.  The  position  is  less  important 
towards  any  white  neighbor  than  towards  the  Indians.  To 
them  it  is  the  only  thoroughfare.  The  possession  of  it  engen- 
ders new  dependence  during  peace,  and  might  become  a  most 
important  barrier  against  invasion.  The  intervention  of  a  fort- 
ress between  an  Indian  and  his  home,  is  an  insuperable  obsta- 
cle to  distant  warfare.  Had  the  pass  been  defended  in  1812, 
few  would  have  gone  beyond  it  to  the  siege  of  Detroit. 

Within  the  range  of  the  guns  of  the  fort  there  is  a  fishery,, 
which  for  years,  perhaps  ages,  has  given  sustenance  to  the 
tribes  inhabiting  the  lower  parts  of  Lake  Huron.  From  this 
and  other  causes  they  have  ascribed  to  it  a  moral  value  even 
beyond  its  due,  and  rarely  pass  without,  making  it,  as1  much 
from  superstition  as  convenience,  a  resting  place  Oft  their  way 
below. 

Fort  Gratiot  commands  an  interesting,  but  limited  view  of 
the  Lake,  on  both  sides  of  which  the  shores  are  low,  as  Ear  as 
the  eye  can  extend.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  the  soil  is  in- 
different, although  not  had;  on  the.  British  side  it  is  inferior, 
and  seems  an  alluvia]  deposit  of  sand.    It  bears  marks  of 
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having  gradually  advanced  011  the  water;  is  loose  and  barren, 
and,  for  three  or  four  miles  towards  the  interior,  not  different 
from  that  of  the  margin.  The  country,  wherever  it  can  be  es- 
sayed, is  secondary,  like  the  region  of  which  it  is  a  part.  The 
pebbles  lining  the  beach  are  in  equal  proportions  secondary 
and  primitive;  small  pieces  of  silex,  quartz,  and  detached 
morsels  of  granite,  being  found  in  the  same  quantity  with  sec- 
ondary limestone.  There  are  no  large  rocks1  on  the  shore  or 
near  it.  On  reaching  Lake  Huron,  I  felt  a  renewal  of  the 
mortification  which  I  expressed  to  you  on  leaving  Sackett's 
Harbor:  I  mean  the  portable  barometer,  with  which  I  had 
intended  to  have  taken  the  altitude  of  the  Upper  Lakes,  but 
which  was  broken  at  the  commencement  of  our  tour. 

On  the  22d  (August),  I  embarked  from  Fort  Gratiot  in  a 
small  vessel  for  Miehilimaekmao ;  but,  after  an  uncomfortable 
absence  of  twenty-fours',"  Avas  forced  back  into  the  strait  by 
one  of  the  severe  tempests  for  which  this  Lake  is  remarkable. 
On  tho  25th,  we  embarked  under  better  auspices;  at  mid-day 
of  the  2Gth,  found  ourselves  off  Point  au  Bargue,  at  sunset  off 
Point  au  Sable,  the  eastern  and  western  capes  of  Sag'uina  Bay. 
This  immense  bay  commences  near  the  center  of  Michigan,  in 
a  river  of  the  same  name,  and,  after  passing  a  fertile  country, 
occupied  by  the  Saguinas  and  Chippewas,  empties  itself  from 
the  south-west  into  Lake  Luron.  Its  width  at  the  mouth  is 
thirty  miles. t  It  generally  carries  with  its  current  a  wind  and 
sea  which  disturb  the  lake  for  some  distance.  At  midnight  of 
the  same  day  we  passed  Thunder  Day,  and  the  islands  of  the 
same  name,  which  they  derive  from  the  incessant  Storms  which 
prevail  in  their  neighborhood.  On  tho  morning  of  tho  27th, 
found  ourselves  near  to  PreSqne  Isle;  at  evening  OANght  Night 
of  the  island  of  Boig  Blanc,  and  on  tho  morning  of  the  28th, 
anchored,  after  a  rapid  passage,  at  M  iehil imaek inae. 

'Hie  first  view  of  this  interesting  island  justified  the  expec 

tation    it    had    exeited.     Ids    picturesque    situation,  abrupt 

eminences,  ami  military  facilities,  resemble  some  rare  effort  of 
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the  pencil,  where  fancy  and  fact  are  blended.  After  passing 
the  beach,  which  is  lined  with  Indian  wigwams*,  you  enter  a 
contemptible  village  of  forty  or  fifty  houses,  filled  "with  a 
squalid,  mixed  race  of  Indian-  and  Canadians.  The  ground 
is  level  for  the  space  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  yards,  when 
there  rises  an  abrupt  eminence  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  feet,  which  extends  irregularly  from  the  east  nearly  to  the 
west  of  the  island.  This  elevation  is  ascended  diagonally, 
and  on  the  summit  is  planted  Tort  Mackinac,  which  seems  to 
impend  over  the  village  below.  In  the  rear  of  this  height 
rises  another,,  which,  from  the  suddenness  of  the  first,  cannot 
be  seen  from  the  village.  On  leaving  Fort  Mackinac,  to 
ascend  it,  the  ground  is  at  first  gradually  inclined.  At  the 
distance  of  five  hundred  yards  it  becomes  precipitous;  and, 
after  a  perpendicular  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  yards  distance,  ends  in  a  summit  on 
which  is  planted  Fort  Holmes — -making  the  distance  between 
Fort  Holmes  and  Mackinac  six  hundred  and  thirty  yards,  and 
the  elevation  of  the  former  over  the  latter  one  hundred  and 
eighty-six  feet  nine  inches.  No  scenery  can  be  more  sublime 
than  that  exhibited  within  the  range  of  this  eminence.  The 
harbour  of  tho  island  faces  the  south,  eastwardly.  In  front  of 
it  lie  Round  Island  and  Bois  J>lane;  in  the  rear  of  these 
islands,  and  extending  towards  the  west,  appears  the  main 
land  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  terminating  in  old  Mackinac, 
which  projects1  into  the  Lake  from  the  southwest.  Opposite 
to  old  Mackinac  lies  Point  St.  Ignaee;  between  which  two 
projections  is  the  confluence  of  Lakes  Michigan  and  Huron. 
On  the  northwest  stretches  the  mainland  of  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory, extending  in  beautiful  undulations  towards  the  north- 
ward, and,  in  the  north  itself,  (lie  many  islands  of  Lake 
Huron.  This  archipelago,  the  distant  mainland,  and  th  !  ex- 
panse of  the  two  lakes,  form  one  of  the  most  imposing  spec- 
tacles I  have  ever  witnessed. 

Tho  Ebland  of  Michilimackinac  is  from  twenty^two  to  twen- 
ty-five miles  in  rirriiinference.'-     Except  in  the  north  iis  banks 


•Latitude  45  dt-g.,  r.  I  min..  1C  aec.  Observation  takes  by  Major  Qratlol  ind 
ui.vh'  if. 
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are  precipitous.  Leaving  Fort  Holmes,  the  ground,  which  h 
uneven  with  frequent  abrupt  eminences,  is  intersected  by  nu- 
merous small  winding  paths,  overshadowed  by  alders,  birch, 
and  pines,  which  form  a  natural  arbor  in  every  direction.  On 
the  eastern  side,  I  found  one  of  the  most  interesting  natural 
curiosities  I  have  ever  witnessed.  On  the  edge  of  the  island, 
where  as  elsewhere,  the  banks  are  perpendicular,  you  creep 
cautiously  toward  the  margin,  expecting  to  overlook  a  preci- 
pice; instead  of  which  you  find  a  cavity  of  about  75  degrees 
descent,  hollowed  from  the  direct  line  of  the  bank-1;  and  across 
it  on  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  connecting  above  the  parts, 
which  the  excavation  has  divided  below,  an  immense  and  per- 
fect arch.  Its  height  is  140  feet  from  the  water,  which  is  Keen 
through  it.  It  is.  supported  midway  of  this  eminence  by  a 
sort  of  natural  abutment,  above  which  it  is  elevated  about  50 
feet,  with  a  sweep  of  45  feet.  Looking  from  the  interior,  the 
excavation  resembles  a  crater;  but,  instead  of  an  opposite  side, 
presents  an  opening,  which  is  surmounted  by  this  magnificent 
arcl].  Passing  under  it,  which  is  done  with  some  difficulty 
and  danger,  you  find  the  foundation  of  the  right  arm  to  rest 
on  another  arch,  of  an  elevation  of  about  five  feet,  through 
which  you  are  led  in  a  different  direction,  in  an  inclination  of 
about  GO  degrees.  Having  passed  ir,  you  find  yourself  two- 
thirds  of  the  way  down  the  precipice,  and  accomplish  the  rest 
by  fastening  to  the  shrubbery  and  projecting  rooks  which  are 
about  you.  When  on  the  beach  below,  you  see  this  mighty 
arch  140  feet  above  you,  half  hid  in  trees,  and  seemingly  sus- 
pended in  the  air.  It  may  be  accounted  for,  in  the  more  rapid 
decomposition  of  the  lower  than  of  the  upper  parts  of  the 
bank.  A  rocky  substance  above,  resting  OR  GH€  lew  solid 
below,  remains  entire,  and  enpported  by  the  coherence  of  its 
own  parts,  notwithstanding  the  dilapidation  of  its  basis.*.  From 
the  Lake  it  appears  like  a  work  of  art,  and  might  give  birth 
to  a  thousand  wild  and  fanciful  conjectures,    nad  the  region 

been  known  in  fabulous  times,  i|  would  not  have  been  w  ithout 

its  name  in  history.    The  caprice  of  nature  would  have  been 
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ascribed  to  the  agency  of  giants  or  demi-gods,  and  perhaps 
transmitted  to  posterity  as  the  final  relic  of  some  temple  dedi- 
cated to  the  colossal  .genius  of  the  island. 

The  bed  of  Michilimackinac  is  of  limestone,  on  which  there 
seema  to  have  been  the  action  of  no  acid  except  the  carbonic. 
It  is  secondary,  but  upon  the  surface  are  found  numerous 
masses  of  primitive  foundation,  such  as  granite,  gneiss,  horn- 
blende, and  silex.  The  beach  is  lined  with  pebbles  of  second- 
ary limestone.  From  the  formation  and  shape  of  the  islands, 
there  are  indications  that  its  surface  has  been  formed  at  differ- 
ent periods  by  the  recession  of  the  Lake.  Fort  Holmes  and 
the  Sugar  Loaf  JRock  (a  conical  rock  of  that  name)  would 
seem  to  be  the  first  parts  that  had  emerged ;  the  high  ridge,  on 
which  is  planted  Fort  Mackinac,  and  which  nearly  encircles 
the  island,  the  second";  the  low  shores  of  the  north,  and  the 
plain  about  the  harbor  on  the  south  side,  the  third. 

If  Michilimackinac  commanded  any  pass,  the  position 
would  be  invaluable,  for  it  may  "be  made  impregnable.  The 
small  bay  and  south  side  are  overlooked  and  defended  by  Fort 
Mackinac,  which  fort  is  overawed  by  Fort  Holmes.  The  east, 
and  a  greater  part  of  the  west  sides,  are  impracticable  of 
ascent.  The  shores  of  the  north  are  lower,  and  the  only  parts 
where  a  lodgment  could  be  effected.  But  even  were  the  foot- 
hold gained,  the  winding  paths,  abrupt  eminences,  and  tangled 
under-growth  would  preclude  an  advance  beyond  it.  With 
such  advantages  of  ground,  a  weak  garrison  could  cripple  any 
assailing  force  before  it  could  reach  Fort  ITolmes,  which  posi- 
tion might  bo  the  citadel  as  well  ay  the  summit  of  the  island. 
The  eminenco  rises  like  a  mound,  and  is  unassailable  except 
on  one  side,  which,  being  narrow,  might  be  fortified  by  art. 
The.  possession  of  this  spot  enabled  die  British  to  accomplish 
the  ruse,  which  gave  them  the  island  in  1812  j  yet,  important 
as  it,  is,  it  wa.s  neglected  by  the  French,  the  English,  and  our- 
selves',  until  fortified  by  the  English  in  1818  with  a  block- 
house, surrounded  by  a  fraise  and  ditch,  Old  Mackinac 
scarcely  deserves  the  name  of  a  fortification,  being  merely  a 
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platform  enclosed  within  palisades.  There  are  four  block- 
houses; the  two  towards  Fort  Holmes,  intended  as  bastions, 
being  entirely  useless. 

I  have  already  expressed  to  you  my  obligations  to  Col.  Mc- 
Neil," of  the  5th  Infantry,  for  daily  acts  of  kindness  during 
my  stay  within  his  command;  being  now  about  to  leave  it  for 
Lake  Superior,  he  furnished  me  with  a  boat  manned  by  five  . 
soldiers,  and  increased  the  favour  by  giving  me  as  a  com- 
panion, Lieut.  Pierce,  of  the  Artillery. 

I  embarked  on  the  1st  of  September.  At  the  distance  of 
12  miles  from  Michilimackinac,  we  entered  a  cluster  of  islands 
on  the  west  of  the  Lake;  among  which  (pursuing  our  course 
north,  a  little  eastwardly)  we  remained  during  the  day,  and  en- 
camped on  one  of  them  at  night.  At  about  mid-day  of  the 
2d,  Ave  entered  the  Detour  (the  bay  of  which  St.  Mary's  river 
is  the  head).  Passing  the  southern-most  cape,  and  leaving 
Drummond's  Island  on  the  right,  we  commenced  a  westwardly 
direction,  and  towards  evening  arrived  at  the  beautiful  but  de- 
serted Island  of  St.  Joseph's.  We  continued  coasting  on  the 
south  side  of  this  island,  passing  many  others  on  our  left,  un- 
til late  at  night,  when  we  encamped;  and  the  next  morning 
pursued  the  same  course,  having  left  St.  Joseph's  behind  us. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  we  reached  a  short  but  very 
swift  rapid,  running  among  a  group  of  small  islets,  making  a 
sort  of  miniature  archipelago;  immediately  on  passing  which 
wo  entered  the  St.  Mary's.  After  being  encircled  with  islands, 
the  view  of  this  bold  and  noble  river  has  a  most  imposing 
effect.  It  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  width,  and  perfectly 
Straight  for  the  distance  of  two  miles,  at  the  end  of  which  you 
see  the  Palls  of  St.  Mary,  like  a  bridge  of  fount  directly  across 
it.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Palls  there  is  an  establishment  of 
the  North- West  Pur  Company,  and  a  number  of  individuals 
engaged  in  the  same  traffic. 

•Gen,  John  McNeil,  Jr.,  horn  in  New  Hampshire  in  17s i  :  entered  the  arm]  as 
captain  in  March,  1812,  and  particularly  distinguished  himself  in  (he  bat  Men  ,.f 
Chippewa  and  Niagara,  in  the  latter  of  which  he  was  severely  wounded,  rapidlj 
promoted  to  major,  lieutenant  colonel,  and  colonel;  brevel  brigadier  general  in 
1824  J  resigned  In  April,  18(H).  He  wmh  0110  of  th€  commissioners  who  held  impor- 
tant Indian  treaties  »t  Prairie  du  Chlen  in  1829;  waa  surveyor  o(  the  port  of 
Boston,  and  died  at  Washington  city,  Feb,  23,  I860  1    C.  D 
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After  being  hospitably  entertained  by  a  gentleman  resid- 
ing on  the  English  side  of  the  river,  I  embarked  in  a  birch 
canoe,  manned  with  Canadian  voyagcurs,  for  Lake  Superior. 
After  passing  the  portage  of  the  Falls/,  Ave  re-embarked,  and  in 
a  few  hours,  reached  Point  an  Chene,  on  the  British  side,  where 
the  Lake  commences ;  from  which  spot  I  took  my  first  view  of 
it,  and  that  not  without  feelings  of  emotion.  The  wind  being 
high,  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  farther  in  the  canoe,  which  I 
left  and  walked  about  four  miles;  when  I  saw  on  my  right,  on 
tho  north  side,  about  a  league  distant,  Point  Gros  Cap,  and  at  a 
greater  distance,  on  the  south  side,  Point  aux  Iroquois — both 
high  projecting  promontories',  which  would  seem,  at  some  for- 
mer period,  to  have  formed  one  connected  ridge,  through  which 
the  lake  has  since  forced  its  way.  The  shores  about  me  were 
low  and  barren,  being  merely  an  allnvion  of  sand;  a  few 
leagues  distant  they  became  higher.  As  the  wind  precluded 
the  use  of  the  canoe,  and  a  swamp  being  before  me,  I  way 
obliged  to  content  myself  with  this  limited  view,  and,  after  an 
unavailing  attempt  to  reach  Gros  Cap,  reluctantly  retraced  my 
steps. 

From  the  Lake  to  the  edge  of  the  Falls  our  passage  was 
s/wift,  the  current  rapidly  increasing  as  we  advanced.  We  per- 
formed the  descent  (for  which  Ave  previously  prepared  our- 
selves) in  four  and  a  half  minutes,  from  the  upper  to  the  lower 
edge,  a  distance  of  nine  hundred  yards,  the  fall  being  twenty- 
two  feet  ten  inches.  Neither  the  fall  nor  the  rapidity  of  de- 
scending it  are  remarkable;  the  danger  and  interest  are  excited 
by  the  eddies,  the  adroitness  of  the  boatman,  and  the  number 
of  rocks  that  make  the  adroitness  indispensable.  In  the  spring, 
when  the  waters  are  high,  vessels  of  eighty  or  one  hundred 
toiiFj  puss  down  on  being  lightened.  The  width  of  the  river  is 
a  mile  and  an  eighth;  tho  passage  is  on  the  American  side. 

T  was  not  a  little  mortified  in  being  Impeded  in  niv  attempts 
to  reach  Gros  Gap,  or  some  other  high  short1  of  Lake  Superior, 
as,  from  indications  about  me,  I  Avas1  induced  t<>  expect,  tho 

means  of  interesting  speculation  in  mineralogy,    On  entering 
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the  Detour,  I  found  the  earthy  substances  to  'be  all  of  secondary 
limestone,  on  the  loosest  and  most  recent  formation.  When 
within  a  few  leagues  of  the  Falls,  I  observed  this  body  to 
change  and  give  place  to  a  compact  sandstone,  such  as  is 
known  by  the  name  of  old  red  sand-done;  of  this  the  bed  of 
the  Falls  was  composed,  as  well  as  the  region  about  it.  Upon 
the  surface  were  scattered  masses  of  primitive  formation  to  a 
greater  extent  than  I  had  witnessed  before,  and  all  deeply  ox- 
idated with  iron.  There  were  many  pebbles  of  silex,  and  more 
of  iron  pyrites.  I  had  likewise  heard  that  the  beds  of  Gros 
Cap  and  Point  aux  Iroquois,  and  the  line  at  the  bottom  of  the 
lake  between  these  two  points,  were  formed  of  a  singular  com- 
position, which,  from  description,  I  supposed  to  be  cjraywaclce. 
These  several  appearances  induced  a  belief  that  the  geological 
character  of  the  country  was  about  changing;  that  after  leav- 
ing a  secondary  region,  as  the  Falls  and  parts  below,  passing  a 
transition  (if  my  conjectures  were  correct),  as  Gros  Cap,  I 
might  be  led  to  one  of  primitive  formation  above. *  It  would 
have  been  important  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  this  conjec- 
ture for  the  sake  of  the  fact  itself,  but  more  especially  as  the 
confirmation  of  it  might  have  led  to  the  discovery  of  metallic 
productions,  such  as  are  ordinarily  found  under  similar  associ- 
ations. 

I  procured,  and  have  shown  to  you,  a  specimen  of  the 
copper  ore  of  this  region,  but  could  obtain  no  sufficiently  sat- 
isfactory information  relative  to  it.  It  is  found  in  the  fissures' 
of  a  rock  or  rocks,  and  in  equal  purity  to  the  samples  you  have 
seen;  so  lhat  it  is  cleft  from  its  bed  by  the  natives  with  toma- 
hawks. The  bed  is  two  hundred  miles  distant  from  the  outlet 
of  the  Lake.     Important  as  this  subject   IS,  my  information 

respecting  it  is  too  indistinct  to  warrant  n  further  account. 

JTew  or  none  of  the  Indians  of  Lake  Superior  came  from  it 

during  the  late  war;  but  as  our  settlements  sure  advancing 
towards  their  retreat,  they  may  not  be  equally  backward  at  a 
future  period.    A  military  position  at  the  Falls,  by  command 


*  I  expected  n  coincidence  of  geological  characteri,  iucb  ;is  it  Couod  mm  North 

atnpton,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
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ing  the  avenue  which  leads  from  one  lake  to  the  other,  might 
obviate  the  danger  of  an  inroad  before  it  commenced.  Michili- 
mackinac,  notwithstanding  its  strength,  is  of  no  intrinsic  utili- 
ty, its  importance  is  relative,  being  derived  from  the  garri- 
son, the  Indian  agency  and  custom-house.  Were  these  re- 
moved to  Lake  Superior,  the  effect  would  be  the  same  on  the 
natives  who  have  heretofore  frequented  that  island,  while  the 
defences  of  the  frontier  would  be  made  more  perfect,  and  the 
tribes  of  the  Upper  Lake  overawed  by  the  occupancy  of  their 
only  outlet.  On  the  American  side  there  is,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  an  elevation  suitable  for  the  site  of  a  fort.  There 
is  none  on  the  opposite  bank. 

About  midnight  on  the  5th,  I  embarked  to  return  to  Michili- 
mackinac.  At  3  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  6th,  reached  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Detour,  and  landed  on  Drummond's  Island,  in 
order  to  look  at  the  British  post  at  thai  place.  In  landing  on 
tho  south  side  I  was  surprised  at  what  I  took  to  be  a  recession 
of  the  Lake.  For  the  first  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  the  ground 
is  gently  elevated,  and  the  earthy  productions  bear  the  same 
character  and  appearance  as  those  at  the  bottom  of  the  Lake, 
large  round  nia^es  of  secondary  limestone;  on  reaching  the 
summit,  they  change  to  a  congregation  of  small  pebbles  of 
different  sorts,  rounded  by  the  action  of  the  water,  and  ar- 
ranged in  the  same  manner  as  on  the  beach;  the  whole  giving 
every  indication  of  having  once  been  the  immediate  margin  of 
the  wafer.  Should  this  be  the  case,  the  descent  of  the.  Lake 
must  have  been  one  hundred  feet  from  its  former  elevation. 

This  island  is  garrisoned  by  a  single  company,  and  has  no 
advantages  except  that  of  a  small  and  secure  harbor.  I  en- 
camped on  the  night  of  the  6th,  Oil  an  island  of  the  Lake,  and, 
on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  arrived  at  Michilimackinacj  having 
experienced  more  than  once  bow  dangerous  and  treacherous  is 

fhe  navigation  of  take  Huron,  in  the  manner  in  which  1  at 

tempted  it. 

Alter  a  day  or  two  spent  in  M tchilimackinac  1  embarked 
for  Green  Bay,  in  an  open  boat  manned  with  soldiers,  a  guide 
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and  interpreter,  and  happily  my  former  companion,  Mr. 
Pierce.  We  reached  Point  St  Ignace,  leaving  old  Mackinac 
on  bur  J  eft,  and  rowed  westwardly  along  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Michigan,  having  the  expanse  of  the  Lake  open  to  us 
on  the  south.  We  traced  this  course  until  ten  o'clock  at  night ; 
when  on  leaving  to  encamp,  I  was  surprised  at  the  singular 
and  capricious  forms  which  the  storms  of  the  Lake  had  given 
to  the  sand  on  the  'beach.  For  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  it 
was  thrown  into  mounds  of  every  shape,  angular  and  conical 
acclivities,  abrupt  ascents1  and  descents  of  the  wildest  and  most 
grotesque  appearance.  These  singular  varieties,  our  tents, 
fires,  and  the  soldiers  carrying  baggage,  gave  the  scenery  an 
air  rather  of  Africa  than  of  America,  and  likened  ourselves  to 
.some  tribe  wandering  on  the  sands. 

For  the  succeeding  days,  the  11th,  12th,  loth  and  14th,  we 
pursued  the  same  course,  the  passage  being  marked  with  no 
peculiar  incidents.  At  times  I  walked  a  distamce  on  and 
about  the  beach;  at  other  times  the  wind  or  surf  obliged  us  to 
remain  encamped.  The  country  was  marked  by  no  peculi- 
arities; it  was  generally  rocky  and  barren,  a  character  that 
would  be  natural  to  the  margin  of  the  Lake.  The  bed  of  the 
country  is  secondary  limestone,  on  which  the  soil  is  thin.  We 
occasionally  met  natives,  and  on  all  parts  of  the  beach  the 
tracks  of  wild  animals,  particularly  bears.  Our  course  led  us 
past  the  river  Manastio  (so  called  from  its  abundance  of  fish), 
and  several  other  streams  of  inconsiderable  importance.  We 
likewise  passed  several  projections  of  land,  known  by  the 
names  given  by  the  voyageurs,  of  Point  la  Carpe,  Point  dc  Pat- 
terson, Point  Sehouchoir,  Point  aux  Ecorces,  and  others;  until, 
on  the  15th,  we  reached  Point  Detour;  at  which  point,  com- 
mences the  chain  of  islands  which  extend  acrosa  that  arm  of 
hake  Michigan,  called  Green  Lav,  and  connect  with  the 
western  extremity  of  the  mainland  of  that  bake.  Our  course 
now  lay  across  this  traverse,  a  navigation  hazardous  to  an 
open  host,  as  it  leads  into  the  broad  bake,  and  often  to  a  dis- 
tance from  land. 
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Leaving  Point  Detour  directly  in  our  rear,  and  a  large  body 
of  water,  called  Baie  des  Coquets,*  behind  us  on  the  right, 
we  assumed  a  southwardly  direction,  in  order  to  gain  the  op- 
posite cape  of  Green  Bay,  called  Cap  Port  des  Mortis.  The 
course  lay  among  islands.  The  first,  seven  miles  distant  from 
the  main,  contained  a  large  Indian  village.  We  passed  it,  and 
entered  a  cluster,  in  which  some  bore  the  marks  of  fertility; 
others  were  merely  sand  banks.  Among  this  group  there  was 
one  of  singular  beauty.  It  rose  perpendicularly  from  the 
water  to  an  elevation  of  seventy  feci,  and  was  composed  of 
secondary  limestone,  smooth  and  regularly  stratified,  so  as  to 
give  it  the  appearance  of  the  facade  of  some  stately  edifice. 
On  the  summit  it  bore  a  growth  of  timber,  the  trees  growing 
on  the  very  margin,  so.  as  to  continue  the  perpendicular  of  the 
sides.  On  the  upper  as  well  as  lower  parts,  it  bore  evident 
marks  of  the  attrition  of  water.  On  the  night  of  the  15th, 
we  encamped  on  an  island,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  16th, 
made  our  way  to  another.  While  upon  it  we  were  met  by  a 
small  party  of  Indians,  one  of  whom  our  interpreter  recog- 
nized to  bo  Cecoton,  or  The  Spring  Deer,  an  Ottawa  warrior  of 
a  fierce  and  turbulent  character.  He  pointed  to  an  Hand, 
wihich,  he  said,  was  the  haunt  of  his  tribe  and  family,  whither 
we  proceeded.  It  was  the  most  beautiful  of  the  group,  and 
known  to  the  voyage urs  by  the  name  of  the  Isle  do  Petit  De- 
troit, from  its  facing  a  small  strait  formed  by  itself  and  another 
island  which  nearly  encircles  it.  The  grounds  where  We  first 
landed  bore  the  marks  of  recent  cultivation,  but  were  unin- 
habited. 

Following  a  winding  path,  we  reached  a  cemetery,  decorated 
after  the  rude  manner  of  the  natives,  with  flags  and  paint; 
each  grave  being  sheltered  by  a  mound  of  bark,  containing  an 
aperture  for  the  deceased  to  breathe  through,  and  in  front  the 
remnants  of  food  and  embers.  The  pathways  led  us  through 
many  beautiful  but  deserted  fields,  where  the  industry  of  the 
Indians  had  mellowed  the  wildness  of  their  island,  and  formed 


An  [melon t  tribe  <>f  rndtana  of  thai  nam*, 


1 66  Wisconsin  Historical  Colle  CtlOn  S  [vol.  vi 


a  scene  apparently  too  tranquil  for  a  turbulent  spirit  like  that 
of  Oecoton.  Finding  no  one  abroad,  we  discharged  our  mus- 
kets to  attract  nome  of  the  islanders;  the  sound  was  answered 
by  the  barking  of  a  dog,  and  soon  afterward  we  encountered  a 
man,  armed,  and  apparently  acting  as  sentinel.  He  told  the 
interpreter  that  the  people  were  on  the  skirts  of  a  forest  at  a 
distance,  Avhere  they  cultivated  the  fields.  We  followed  him, 
and  were  led  into  a  large  and  wretchedly  tilled  cornfield,  in 
the  midst  of  which  were  a  number  of  cabins.  Among  the 
many  interesting  objects  which  this  strange  community  pre- 
sented, was  an  old  chief  of  not  less  than  ninety  years  of  age, 
who  had  been  a  warrior  from  his  youth.  He  was1  naked,  like 
those  about  him,  and  by  no  means  deficient  in  strength  and 
agility. 

Leaving  this  "beautiful  island,  we  reached,  on  the  lGth,  the 
southerly  cape  of  Green  Bay,  Port  des  Alorts,  so  called  from 
the  destruction  at  this  place  of  a  number  of  the  Pottowoto- 
mies.  The  cape  itself  is  high  and  perpendicular.  We  en- 
camped under  the  precipice  on  a  small  margin,  the  water  wash- 
ing the  foot  of  our  tent.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  we 
commenced  our  course  westwardly  along  the  shore,  stopping 
at  several  islands,  one  of  which  contained  a  small  miniature 
harbor,  and  the  marks  of  Indian  cultivation.  The  cabins  were 
deserted,  but  on  exploring  the  island  we  found  the  dead  body 
of  a  man  extended  on  a  scaffold,  after  the  manner  of  the  Chip- 
pewas.  Implements  of  the  chase  wore  at  his  side,  and  at  the 
foot  of  the  scaffold,  the  remnants  of  a  deer. 

Throughout  the  17 th  and  18th,  we  continued  our  course, 
and  reached,  on  the  night  of  the  latter  day,  Cape  Winnebago, 
having  passed  the  Paie  des  Eturgoons,  the  Vermillion  Islands 
and  River  Rouge.    From  the  bottom  of  the  tafe  tea  Eturgeona 

there  is  a  portage  of  but  two  miles'  to  \a\Vv  Michigan. 

We  were  now,  as  we  bad  been  since  the  L6th,  in  Green  Bay, 
which  is  the  grand  channel  of  communication  between  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Lakes,  and  is  a  body  of  water  on  the  mhio 
aoble  scale  as  the  Delaware  or  Chesapeake,    It  takes  ii^  rise 
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and  principal  source  in  the  Fox  river  (Outagainis),  which 
nearly  unites  with  the  Ouisconsin,  which  latter  runs  in  an  op- 
posite direction,  and  is  one  of  the  most  important  trihutary 
streams  of  the  Mississippi.  At  its  head  this  hay  receives  the 
Fox,  Duck  and  Devil  rivers.  On  the  northern  side  is  the 
Monomonee,  or  Wild  Bice  river,  a  stream  which  takes  its 
source  near  Lake  Superior,  and  is  a  mile  and  a  half  in  width 
at  its  month.  On  the  same  side,  near  the  outlet,  is  the  Bay  des 
Coquets,  and  on  the  south  the  Bay  des  Eturgeons  and  River 
Rouge,  just  mentioned.  From  the  head  (the  Fox  river)  to  the 
opening  into  Lake  Michigan  the  distance  is  ninety  miles;  and 
across  the  opening,  which  is  guarded  by  the  chain  of  islands  I 
have  mentioned,  the  width  is  thirty  miles.  These  islands,  ex- 
cepting the  few  which  are  merely  of  sand,  are  lofty  and  gen- 
erally precipitous.  Their  formation  is  exclusively  secondary 
limestone.  The,  eastern  parts  of  the  south  side  of  the  Bay 
are  of  the  same  structure  and  composition  until  reaching  the 
Sturgeon  Bay;  when  the  hanks  'become  lower,  the  soil  melio- 
rates and  produces  a  growth  of  white  and  red  oak,  sugar  maple 
and  pine. 

On  the  19th  we  arrived  at  a  wretched  and  half  starved  vil- 
lage of  Ottawas;  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  we  reached 
the  Fox  river,  and  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of 
it,  the  Fort  of  Green  Bay,  where  I  way  kindly  received,  and 
spent  several  days. 

The  site  and  structure  of  this  work  I  have  already  explained 
to  you.  At  no  part  of  the  Indian  frontier  could  a  fortress  be 
more  useful  or  indispensable.  It  is  in  the  chain  of  connection 
with  the  Indian  settlements  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Lakes,  It  opens  a  way  to  (heir  retreats  in  the  West,  and  com- 
mands their  thoroughfare  towards  the  East.  The  Fals 
Avoincs,  Ottawas,  Pottowotomies  and  dangerous  Winnebagoes 
Consider  (his  place  as  their  accustomed  and  privileged  haunt. 
In  times  of  peace  they  sometime*  assemble  about,  it  1.1  the 
number  of  one  or  two  thousand;  but  for  hostile  purposes 
might  collect  twice  that  number  on  the  mos1  audden  emergen- 
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cy.  Tlie  importance  of  the  position  was  apparent  in  the  jeal- 
ousy with,  which  the  nations  regarded  the  occupancy  of  it. 
They  considered  it  as  a  check  to  their  predatory  habits,  and 
assembled  in  a  body  to  oppose  it;  being  overawed  at  that  mo- 
ment, they  have  since  threatened  that  the  first  reduction  of 
numbers  at  the  post,  that  they  shall  make  it  their  own. 

The  inadequacy  of  a  single  garrison  to  repress  so  great  a 
number  of  malcontents,  would  naturally  lead  to  the  means  of 
rendering  this  important  position  capable  of  its  own  defence. 
A  small  compact  community  of  whites  might  easily  effect  it. 
If,  at  the  late  disbandment  of  the  army,  the  Indian  title  to  a 
few  thousand  acres  on  the  banks  of  this  river  had  been  ex- 
tinguished and  conferred,  as  bounty  lands,  on  certain  select 
soldiers,  who  would  have  pledged  themselves  to  become  actual 
settlers;  the  contiguity  of  their  farms,  their  coherence  for  com- 
mon protection  and  a  fort  to  resort  to,  on  emergency,  would,  if 
it  did  not  modify  the  Indian  character,  at  least  have  formed  a 
cheap  and  permanent  barrier  against  encroachment.  rTo  other 
inducement  would  have  been  required  to  form  such  a  colony 
than  the  continuance  of  rations  for  a  single  year  after  disband- 
ment. 

The  position  of  the  fort  is,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river,  the  same  with  that  of  the  former 
French  and  English  works.  Below  the  fort,  towards  the  bay, 
is  an  extensive  prairie  bordering  the  river,  on  the  banks  of 
which  there  is  a  growth  of  wild  rice;  above  it  there  is  a  mea- 
gre settlement  of  French  Canadians  intermingled  with  the  na- 
tives. During  the  late  war  this  unhappy  colony  experienced 
every  misery  to  which  its  contiguity  to  the  savages  could  sub- 
ject it.  Most  of  the  inhabitants  enrolled  &emeeivei  with  the 
Indian  warriors,  and.  came  to  the  field  with  them;  from  the 
guilt  of  which  they  may  be  exonerated,  from  which  their  de- 
fenceless situation,  and  the  destruction  which  would  have  been 
the  consequence  of  a  refusal.     In  conversing  with  this  out  e:i>t 

people,  I  was  surprised  at  their  devotion  to  the  land  of  their 

fathers,  although  the  memory  of  no  man  living  readies  t>>  lho 
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period  of  the  connection.  Tlie  lapse  of  half  a  century,  which 
has  made  them  the  property  of  two  different  Governments, 
affords  nothing  to  obliterate  their  traditionary  remembrance  of 
France,  their  primitive  country.  Their  livelihoods  are  derived 
from  the  fur-trade;  but,  notwithstanding  the  cold  of  their 
winter,  they  might  be  supported  by  agriculture.  The  ice  leaves 
the  river  at  the  close  of  March,  and  the  fields  may  be  tilled  in 
May.  The  soil  Ls  above  mediocrity,  and  congenial  to  the 
growth  of  vegetables  and  wheat;  the  summer  is  too  short  for 
corn.  The  prairies  afford  sustenance  for  any  quantity  of  cattle. 

While  at  Green  Bay  I  made  observations  on  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  a  lake  tide.  The  existence  of  this  phenomenon  has 
been  known  for  nearly  a  century  and  a  half,*  and  yet  has  oc- 
casioned no  thought  nor  investigation.  Even  Volney.  has  al- 
lowed it  to  pa^s  without  a  theory!  At  11  o'clock,  A.  M,,  I 
placed  a  stick  perpendicularly  in  the  water ;  at  half  past  nine, 
P.  JL,  the  water  had  risen  five  inches ;  at  8,  the  next  morning, 
it  had  fallen  seven  inches ;  at  8,  of  same  evening,  it  had  risen 
eight  inches.  During  this  period  the  wind  was  in  the  same 
direction,  blowing  gently  against  the  flow  of  the  tide. 

After  a  short  stay  at  Green  Bay,  I  made  arrangements  with 
a  Pais  Avoine  chief  to  conduct  me  as  a  guide  to  the  Winneba- 
go Lake;  from  whence  it  was  my  determination  to  proceed  on 
foot,  through  tho  wilderness,  to  Chicago.  At  mid-day  of  the 
I2d  of  September,  I  took  leave  of  Maj.  Taylorf  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  3d  Regiment,  who  had  most  kindly  entertained  me. 
I  likewise  took  a  reluctant  leave  of  my  excellent  companion, 
Mr.  Pierce  For  the  residue  of  the  day  my  course  lay  on  tlio 
left  bank  of  the  river,  through  good  lands  and  a  growth  of  oak. 
I  passed  two  springs  strongly  impregnated  with  sulphur,  ami 
at  night  stopped  at  a  rapid  of  the  river  called  Kakalin,  bring 
I  lie  hist  house  and  the  last  whites  I  expected  to  see  for  the 
distance  of  250  miles. 

On  the  23d  1  entered  (he  wilderness,  attended  by  my  Indian 
guide  and  a  soldier  of  the  3d  Kcginient,  who  led  a  pack-hor-o 

•Father  Marquette  mentions  (Ms  tide  in  1673. 

tZacbary  Taylor,  since  President  of  the  United  Statei  I    C  i> 
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loaded  with  provisions  and  presents  for  the  natives'.  We  ford- 
ed the  Fox  river,  and,  losing  sight  of  it,  proceeded  in  a  west- 
Avardly  direction;  at  first  through  a  small  Indian  path,  and,  on 
that  failing  us,  through  a  wilderness  entirely  trackless. 

The  journey  of  this  day  was  painful  and  uninteresting.  The 
thickness  of  the  forest  rendered  marching  difficult,  and  almost 
entirely  impeded  the  horse;  but  for  exertions  in  assisting  him 
over  crags,  and  cutting  away  branches  and  saplings  with  our 
tomahawks,  we  should  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  him. 
The  land  Avas  broken  with  hillocks  and  masses  of  rock.  The 
growth  of  timber  indicated  a  cold  soil,  notwithstanding  which 
we  occasionally  saw  the  sugar  maple.  At  night  Ave  lay  on  the 
ground.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  Ave  resumed  our  march, 
extremely  chilled.  The  thickness  of  the  forest  prevented  the 
rays  of  the  sun  from  coining  to  the  earth,  and  during  the  pre- 
vious night  the  guide  had  obliged  us  to  keep  small  fires  from 
fear  of  the  Winnebagoes,  Avho  Avere  about  us,  and  from  Avhom 
there  is  always  cause  for  apprehension. 

After  a  toilsome  march  of  eight  or  nine  hours',  Ave  arriA^ed 
abruptly  at  the  shores  of  a  circular  lake,  Avhich  I  found  to  be 
Lake  Winnebago.  I  never  experienced  a  more  grateful  tran- 
sition than  from  the  damp  and  tangled  Avood  to  the  sunny  mar- 
gin of  this  beautiful  water.  It  is  nearly  round,  and  apparently 
about  sixty  miles  in  circumference.  For  a  short  time  Ave  walked 
upon  the  beach;  but  finding  it  too  narrow,  were  again  obliged 
to  resort  to  our  uncomfortable  way  through  the  thicket. 
Wliile  upon  the  beach  I  remarked  that  the  number  of  primi- 
tive rock  Avas  unusual  for  this  region.  Granite,  micaceous 
schistus,  quartz  pebbles,  and  trap  Avere  mixed  with  unequal 
proportions  of  secondary  limestone.  On  the  upland,  the  for- 
mations were  exclusively  of  limestone. 

My  intention  Avas  to  reach  an  Indian  village,  '-aid  to  be  on 
the  southern  shore  of  the  Lake.  [laving  journeyed  all  day, 
and  slept  in  the  same  manner  as  the  previous  night,  wo  re- 
sumed our  march  on  the  morning  of  the  25th.  A  melioration 
of  the  grounds,  a.  few  foot-paths  and  traoes  of  habitation,  do- 
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noted  that  we  were  near  the  ohject  of  our  destination,  and, 
shortly  afterwards,  in  passing  from  a  wood,  we  saw  it  at  a  dis- 
tance. It  was  a  village  of  Pais  Avoines,  situated  on  the  edge 
of  a  prairie  which  borders  Lake  Winnenago.  The  Lake  lay 
before  it  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  the  prairie,  rising  with 
a  gentle  acclivity  from  the  margin  of  the  water.  The  spot 
was  well  chosen  for  beauty,  warmth,  and  fertility.  There  was 
nothing  about  it  that  indicated  a  recent  commencement.  The 
grounds  bore  marks  of  long  cultivation,  and  the  few  trees 
that  were  left  standing  seemed  as  if  distributed  for  ornament 
and  shade.  The  village  has  received  the  name  of  Calumet; 
it  consists  of  about  150  souls,  and  has  rarely  been  visited  by 
whites,  except  a  few  voyageurs  on  their  way  to  the  Ouisconsin. 

At  our  approach  the  villagers  poured  from  their  cabins,  and 
gave  a  general  shout,  from  the  unwonted  sight  (as  I  supposed) 
of  a  white.  Tomay,*  the  guide,  was  received  with  kindness, 
and  his  introduction  procured  what  I  supposed  to  be  the  S'ame 
for  myself.  But  as  their  unrelaxing  features,  coldness  and 
taciturnity,  would  indicate  anything  rather  than  courtesy,  it 
required  the  fullest  conviction  both  of  his  and  their  intentions- 
to  enable  me  to  place  such  civility  to  its  proper  account.  I 
seated  myself  on  the  grass  and  was  surrounded  by  the  whole 
population  of  Calumet,  the  men  eyeing  me  with  contemptuous 
indifference,  the  females  and  children  with  a  restless  and  ob- 
trusive curiosity. 

The  distribution  of  tobacco  among  the  former,  and  Vermil- 
lion, salt,  thread,  and  needles,  among  the  latter,  led  to  a  better 
understanding,  and  a  reciprocity  of  good  offices.  Tom  ay  was 
to  leave  me  at  this  place  after  furnishing  me  with  another 
guide;  a  business  which  could  not  be  performed  before  the 
ftCOomplisKment  of  all  the  ceremonies  of  introduction.  T  was 
therefore  ushered  between  the  arms  of  two  dingy  brethren,  to 
a  small  lodge,  where  we  formed  a  circle,  smoked  out  of  the 
same  pipe,  which  went  the  rounds  from  mouth  t<>  mouth)  ami 
oat  from  a  largo  kettle  of  wild  rice  placed  in  the  midst  of  us. 


•  To-mah,  the  distinguished  kleaomonee  chief,     fully  noticed  in  the  lit   <i  tad 

•'id  vols,  of  His.  Uist.  Culls.  I  Oh 
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Our  repast  was  made  without  the  utterance  of  a  single  word, 
and  I  knoAV  not  how  long  the  silence  and  uncomfortable  pos- 
turo  in  which  I  sat  might  have  continued,  had  I  not  made 
signs  to  Tomay,  that  I  wished  to  make  a  general  visit  to  the 
lodges  and  then  depart.  In  this  visit  I  found  nothing  more 
than  I  had  seen  among  nations  from  whom  I  had  expected 
less.  Sloth,  filth,  and  indifference  to  the  goods  or  ills  of  life, 
form  the  same  characteristics  of  the  remote  Indians,  as  of 
those  nearer  to  lis.  The  similarity  of  traits  is  radical ;  disparity 
of  situation  makes  but  accidental  shades.  Necessity  gives  to 
the  foresters  an  energy,  which  contact  with  the  whites  takes 
from  the  lower  tribes.  They  present  fewer  instances  of  help- 
lessness, petty  vices,  and  premature  decay  from  intemperance; 
but  substitute  in  their  stead  the  grosser  and  more  unrelenting 
features  of  barbarism. 

In  the  different  cabins,  the  right  of  proprietorship  seems 
well  understood,  but  in  none  were  there  more  goods  than 
were  requisite  for  immediate  use;  and  such  food  as  did  not 
fcervo  for  the  day,  was  generally  trampled  under  foot.  They 
seemed  affectionate  to  their  children,  who  Avere  to  a  peculiar 
degree  sprightly  and  handsome.  The  younger  women  possess 
good  features,  but  wither  at  an  early  age,  from  the  smoke  of 
the  cabins  and  hard  labor  in  the  fields. 

While  I  had  been  feasting  in  the  lodge,  my  man  had 
received  food  in  the  field,  where  he  sat  an  object  of  the 
wonder  of  all  the  children  of  the  village.  Tomay  had  pro- 
cured me  two  guides,  no  one  being  willing  to  undertake  the 
task  alone,  from  fear  of  the  Winnebagoes.  I  now  prepared  to 
depart,  and  endured  the  too  affectionate  embrace  of  Tomay 
and  a  large  portion  of  his  tribe;  the  black  and  rod  testi- 
monials of  which  were  left  on  my  cheek.  After  tin's  operation, 
from,  which  the  sisterhood  were  excluded,  I  departed  with  my 
two  guides  and  attendant,  amidst  the  shouts  of  the  village. 

My  course  was  now  for  Chicago,  The  soldier  who  was  with 
nie  had  a  trilling  knowledge  of  some  of  the  Indian  languages, 

but.  not,  Biifficienl  to  procure  an  explanation  of  the  sort  <>f  ooun- 
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try  we  were  to  find,  or  the  difficulties  we  had  to  encounter; 
we  therefore  looked  to  our  Indian  companions  for  nothing,  re- 
lying solely  on  our  own  strength  and  perseverence  to  carry  us 
through  the  unknown  region.  The  first  direction  was  south- 
wardly, for  about  four  miles,  over  fertile  prairie,  occasionally 
shaded  by  a  small  growth  of  oak;  passing  this,  we  inclined 
towards1  the  west,  and,  after  traversing  a  swamp,  entered  an  ex- 
tensive prairie,  low  and  without  trees,  but  bearing  a  luxuriant 
growth  of  grass  of  an  average  height  of  five  feet.  On  the 
north  it  bordered  the  Winnebago  Lake,  and  on  every  other  side 
was  fringed  with  forests  appearing  on  the  edge  of  the  horizon. 
At  a  late  hour  we  reached  higher  ground,  where  we  slept. 
Since  leaving  the  village  we  had  passed  several  cabins,  and 
many  Indians  of  a  singular  and  grotesque  appearance,  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows. 

On  the  2Gth,  having  left  the  low  prairie,  we  traversed  a  more 
elevated  tract,  distributed  in  gentle  undulations;  from  the  sum- 
mit of  which  I  could  see  grounds  of  the  same  character  ex- 
tending in  every  direction.  There  were  no  forests  nor  any 
undergrowth,  more  than  a  low  shrubbery.  The  immense 
park,  for  it  bore  that  appearance,  was  beautified  by  a  growth 
of  oak,  occasionally  single,  and  sometimes  in  groups,  as  if 
planted  by  art.  I  could  scarcely  imagine  that  a  distribution, 
so  consonant  to  the  laws  of  taste,  could  have  been  made  with- 
out the  agency  of  man.  At  about  mid-day  the  face  of  the 
country  changed  to  a  lower  and  wet  soil,  which  continued  for 
the  distance  of  four  or  five  miles1,  wdien  it  gave  place  again  to 
one  higher  and  better;  watered,  although  inadequately,  with 
small  rivulets,  and  covered  with  white  and  red  oak,  and  some- 
times hickory.  The  white  oaks  wore  of  the  largest  size.  In 
the  afternoon  T  arrived  at  the  banks  of  a  shallow,  sluggish 
stream,  about  fifty  yards  in  width,  running  toward-  the  south- 
east. The  fine  t  ract  I  had  passed  in  the  early  pari  of  the  day, 
was  badly  watered.  From  four  o'clock  of  the  preceding  day 
to  one  of  the  present,  I  met  no  signs  of  water,  not  even  the 
smallest,  brook. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  27th*  I  found  a  severe  frost.  At 
about  10  o'clock,  after  having  passed  grounds  inferior  to  those 
of  yesterday,  came  to  a  small  and  handsome  body  of  water, 
about  eight  miles  in  circumference ;  shortly  after,  to  a  second, 
of  about  three  miles;  after  that,  to  a  third,  of  about  five  miles 
in  circumference.t  I  remained  for  some  time  to  admire  the 
beauty  of  these  sequestered  waters.  Their  stillness  was  dis- 
turbed only  by  the  wild  fowl,  that  were  too  little  accustomed 
to  the  sight  of  man  to  heed  my  approach.  The  lands  shortly 
became  hetter,  and  more  abundantly  wooded  and  watered  than 
those  of  yesterday;  the  white  oak  being  the  largest  I  had  ever 
seen.  The  country  may  be  said  to  be  without  rocks,  the  few 
I  had  seen  during  the  two  last  days  were  detached,  and  of 
granite.  The  march  of  the  present  day  had  been  more  inter- 
esting than  that  of  the  day  preceding,  being  relieved  from  the 
sameness  of  the  prairies  by  occasional  forests.  In  passing 
from  the  latter  into  the  former,  I  realized  the  effect  of  what 
Denon  describes  on  the  plains  of  Egypt  under  the  name  of 
mirage.  The  thickets  do  not  cease  gradually,  but  change  ab- 
ruptly from  forest  into  glade,  so  as  to  present  to  the  traveler 
the  atmosphere  above  the  distant  meadow  in  the  certain  shape 
and  appearance  of  water.  The  illusion  was  many  times  so  per- 
fect as  to  convince  me,  that  on  leaving  the  wood  that  was  about 
me,  I  should  bo  led  to  the  margin  of  some  great  lake  of  which 
I  had  before  received  no  account.  The  Indians  were  equally 
deceived,  and  finding  the  error,  by  seeing  the  wood  skirted  by 
land  instead  of  water,  cried  out,  "Manitou"  (Devil) — imput- 
ing the  optical  illusion  to  the  agency  of  a  spirit. 

Throughout  the  day  the  course  had  been  southeast.  I  sup- 
posed myself  to  be  not  far  distant  from  the  dividing  ridge 
between  the  Mississippi  and  Lake  Michigan;  knowing  that  the 
elevation  was  not  very  remote  from  the  Lake,  itself.  Some  <>i'  the 
prairies  bore  the  appearance  of  having  become  BO  by  arl.  At 

•There  wns  no  water  where  we  lay.    The  ground  being  swampy,  we  dug  n 

large  hole  with  our  tomahawks,  and  l(   was  ROOD   filled,  DUl   fllthoUgh   thll  ipot 

was  imt  one  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  Are,  neither  of  the  liuii.ms  would 
go  to  it  alone.  They  frequently,  during  the  olght,  put  their  tan  in  the  ground) 
M  if  to  listen  for  noises. 

\  These  were,  perhaps,  Home  of  the  beautiful  clutter  of  lakrs  in  the  north 
western1  portion  of  Wnulic&hn  county.  I    C<  1> 
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night  I  slept  in  one,  which  was  a  perfectly  formed  parallelo- 
gram of  about  900  yards  by  500. 

We  commenced  our  march  at  sunrise  of  the  28th.  The 
guides,  who  during  part  of  the  preceding  day,  had  been  sullen 
and  silent,  seemed  now  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  way,  and 
were  leading  towards  the  northeast.  I  refused  to  follow  them, 
and  after  a  fruitless  and  vexatious  attempt  to  understand  each 
other,  or  know  if  they  understood  the  way,  I  insisted  upon 
their  leaving  me;  which  they  did  alter  a  long  and  unintel- 
ligible altercation.  I  should  not  have  resorted  to  this  measure, 
which  left  me  alone  in  the  wilderness,  had  I  not  been  con- 
vinced that  a  day's  march  properly  directed  would  bring  me 
to  the  shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  or  the  River  Millewackie 
where  there  are  large  settlements  of  Pottowotomiee ;  but  by 
following  them  I  might  be  led,  I  knew  not  where.  Of  their 
worthlessness  I  had  been  already  convinced.  My  attendant  and 
myself,  being  now  left  alone,  pursued  an  eastwardly  direc- 
tion by  the  compass,  to  endeavor  to  reach  the  shores  of  the 
Lake.  In  the  afternoon  we  saw  a  track  leading  towards  the 
southward.  We  followed  it,  and,  finding  to  our  joy  that  it 
widened,'"""  continued  in  it  until  towa.rds  evening,  when  I 
caught  from  an  eminence  a  distant  view  of  a  great  water 
which  I  supposed  to  be  Lake  Michigan.  On  nearer  approach, 
I  perceived  a  river,  and  an  Indian  village;  the  coincidence  of 
which  convinced  me  that  I  had  reached  the  Millewackie,  at 
the  confluence  with  the  Lake. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  I  entered  the  village  which  be- 
longs to  the  tribe  of  Pottowotomies.  It  is1  situated  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  which  I  crossed  to  reach  it,  I  had 
probably  been  near  to  the  river  itself  during  the  GQUTSe  oi  the 
preceding  day.  From  its  outlet  it  lie-,  for  about  fifteen  miles, 
parallel  In  the  hake,  when  it  (makes  an  angle,  and  mav  be 
traced  due  westward,  about  thirty-five  miles,  to  its  source, 
which  is  within  two  miles  of  the  Riviere  a  hi  Roc/id,  a.  most, 
valuable  stream,  emptying  into  the  Mississippi.    .Near  bo  Ltfl 


*  In  the  sld<>  <tf  flic  path  we  saw  B  small  si  "lie  Mo/,  wlikli  COB?lBCtd  "i'1  t,,llt 

\\r  were  near  to  some  uneampracati 
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conflncnce  with  the  Lake,  the  Millewackie  is  augmented  by  a 
fmall  stream  called  the  Monomomi,  notwithstanding  which,  it 
does  not  retain  the  depth  of  its  channel.  The  sands  of  the 
Lake  form  a  har  across  the  mouth,  over  which  there  are  not 
more  than  two  feet  of  water.  The  soil  is  good,  and  the  cli- 
mate much  softer  than  that  of  Green  Bay.  The  Pottowoto- 
mie  village  is  small;  their  chief,  whose  name  in  English  is 
OJd  "Flour,  brought  me  an  Indian  who  was  on  his  way  to 
Chicago,  and  might  serve  me  as  a  guide  thither.  At  mid-day 
I  proceeded  on  my  route,  the  first  course  of  which  was  south- 
westwardly,  and  led  over  grounds  which  for  several  miles  were 
|pw  and  swampy.  I  had  been  given  to  understand  that  I 
should  arrive  before  night  at  a  river  called  Schipicoten;  but 
after  attempting  in  vain  to  reach  the  river,  or  disentangle  our- 
selves from  the  SAvanip,  we  were  obliged  to  remain  in  it  during 
the  night,  and  resumed  the  march  cm  the  morning  of  the  -30th. 
A  few  miles  brought  us  to  the  margin  of  a  dark  and  sluggish 
stream,  which  I  supposed  to  be  the  Schipicoten.*  It  proved 
too  deep  to  be  forded,  and,  finding  no  material  to  construct  ;i 
raft,  we  were  obliged,  cold  and  comfortless  as  it  was,  to  cn>ss 
it  by  swimming.  Shortly  after  leaving  the  river  we  entered  a 
prairie  on  which  we  remained  throughout  the  day.  It  afforded 
no  varieties.  There  were  no  rocks,  nor  more  shrubbery  than 
to  afford  a  slender  pasturage.  A  small  growth  of  oak  was 
sometimes  grouped  together  in  a  picturesque  manner.  The 
grounds  were  undulated  like  those  we  passed;  but  that  which 
was  grateful,  even  delightful,  at  first  glance,  became  tedious' 
under  so  long  a  continuance.  From  leaving  the  Schipicoten 
in  the  morning,  until  sunset,  I  passed  no  water,  nor  anything 
that  indicated  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st.  of  October  1  found  a  severe  frost 
On  this  day  T  expected  again  to  see  tin-  Lake;  and.  after  a  dis- 
tance of  eight  or  ten  mile-,  heard  the  sound  of  the  wave-,  on 
the  beach.    We  reached  it  in  the  forenoon,  and  from  indica 
lions  supposed  ourselves  to  be  not  more  than  a  days  march 


*  Root  River,  which  enters  Lake  Michigan  :>t  Racine, 


I,  r  D 
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from  Chicago,  our  course  to  which  for  the  remaining  distance 
lay  on  the  beach.  During  this  day  I  observed  that  none  of  the 
streams  which  water  the  prairies  make  a  visible  entrance  into 
the  Lake.  Being  small,  aud  running  with  scarcely  sufficient 
rapidity  to  overcome  the  resistance  of  their  banks',  they  are 
unable  to  penetrate  the  bed  of  sand  which  bonders  the  Lake, 
but  sink  into  the  ground  and  deposit  themselves  underneath. 

At  the  approach  of  night,  T  withdrew  from  the  border  of  the 
Lake  and  slept  on  the  sand.  My  horse,  which  had  hitherto 
sub-isted  on  the  grass  of  the  prairies,  had  for  this  night  no 
food  whatever.  During  the  day  I  had  met  a  great  number  of 
fodimnst,  sometimes  in  large  groups,  moving  like  caravans. 
During  the  several  previous  days  I  had  been  often  with  them; 
a  circumstance  I  did.  not  mention  in  its  place,  from  the  little 
pleasure  it  gives1  me  to  refer  to  them.  Thus  far,  in  tracing 
them  to  their  haunts,  I  have  found  none  of  the  high  qualities 
which  have  been  so  lavishly  imputed  to  them;  nothing  to  jus- 
tify the  contradictory  expression  of  savage  virtue  or  to  war- 
rant the  belief  of  a  radical  difference  between  the  Arab,  the 
Algerinc,  or  the  Indian.  Whatever  immoralities  may  result 
from  contact  with  the  whites',  it  is  still  benevolence  to  promote 
the  union.  Left  to  their  forests  and  themselves,  they  become 
tlir  victims  of  their  own  wants  and  vices.  There  are  certain 
enormities  which  are  said  to  be  the  result  of  a  first  remove 
from  barbarbm,  but  what  are  even  they  to  barbarism  itself? 
The  earliest  gift  of  society  to  the  savage  may  be  its  vices;  but 
is  this  less  the  fault  of  the  world  he  has  left,  than  of  that 
which  he  enters?  Ts  it  not  the  sad  and  necessary  consequences 
of  the  savage  condition,  which  makes  the  depravities  of  a  new 
state  the  only  acceptable  parts  of  it  ?  Assenting,  however,  to 
tlie  unjust  position  that' society  has  nothing  bn1  its  evils  to 
give;  that  Heaven  forbids  the  Indian  to  become  enlightened 

by  means  which  have  molded  his  fellow  men;  he  gains  enough 

11  he  but  exchange  vices.  Even  if  instinct  should  Fail  in  its 
ordinary  effects;  if  necessity  should  no1  induce  industry,  nor 
industry  virtue;  yet  society  can  give  him  nothing  worse  than 
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liis  original  properties,  nor  lead  him  to  any  viler  state  than 
that  in  which  it  rinds  him. 

I  endeavored  unsuccessfully  to  form  some  notion  of  their 
civil  and  religious  polity.  Like  other  primitive  people,  they 
are  more  easily  marked  by  what  they  have  not,  than  by  what 
they  have.  Their  chiefs  are  elected;  but  as  there  is  nothing 
prescriptive  among  them,  I  could  not  ascertain  the  fairness  or 
the  formalities  of  the  election,  or  the  powers  of  the  elected.  I 
have  known  many  instances  of  implicit,  although  reluctant, 
obedience,  and  others  of  successful  refractoriness ;  from  whence 
I  inferred  that  authority  is  personal,  and  diminishes  or  aug- 
ments according  to  accident  or  usurpation.  Their  councils  are 
generally  decorous.  Age  and  experience  are  not  without  their 
prerogatives.  The  functions  of  government  are  subdivided. 
The  war  chief  is  the  leader;  the  village  chief,  the  guardian. 
The  duties  of  neither  can  be  very  arduous;  for  where  there 
aro  few  possessions  and  few  wants,  there  can  be  hut  few  rights. 
They  have  enough  of  philosophy  and  religion  to  look  to  a 
First  Cause,  but  clothe  it  with  no  attributes  which  they  can 
explain,  and  offer  no  worship  either  of  the  heart  or  body.  A 
stone  of  a  peculiar  shape,  having  before  it  some  offerings,  may 
remind  you  that  they  are  not  unmindful  of  a  Deity ;  but 
whether  it  be  intended  for  a  symbol,  or  the  original,  whether 
for  a  gcd  or  a  devil,  is  generally  inexplicable. 

In  regard  to  morality,  they  have  perhaps  as  much  as  their 
condition  makes  indispensable ;  if  that  can  be  called  morality 
wherein  the  being  and  agency  of  a  Supreme  Being  does  not 
infuse  itself,  which  acknowledges  no  retribution  for  good  or 
evil,  and  no  common  obligation  to  coerce  the  individual,  and, 
by  extension,  not  alteration,  to  bind  tin1  eonuuunitv.  The  sub- 
sequent state  of  society  makes  no  amends  for  ibis  destitution 
of  fundamental  principles.  There  is  no  infringement  of  pi  r 
son,  where  rights  arc  undefined.  Want  and  expediency  may 
make  theft  habitual.  Falsehood  may  become  venial,  ii  false- 
hood and  truth  are  blended  in  one  result.  Tbr  dearest  attri- 
butes of  life  do  not  exist,  where  there  is  no  mutual  dependence, 
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and  the  son  may  forget  the  father  if  he  is  indebted  to  him  only 
for  birth.  It  would  be  absurd  to  look  for  virtue,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  those  relations  of  society  Avhich  alone  can  create  it. 
Such  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  state  of  Indians  at  peace.  You 
yourself,  sir,  well  know  what  they  are  in  war.  If  I  carried 
with  me  any  respect  for  savage  life,  it  is  obvious  that  I  brought 
none  away.  If  I  ever  looked  with  complacency  on  man  left 
to  himself,  I  discarded  the  doctrine  in  the  wilderness1;  to  ad- 
here more  closely  to  institutions  which  have  made  us  what  we 
are,  and  without  which,  the  savage,  like  an  orb  forever  at  the 
horizon,  serves  but  to  measure  the  distance  of  our  elevation. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  after  walking  for  three  or  four  hours, 
I  reached  the  river  Chicago,  and,  after  crossing  it,  entered  Fort 
Dearborn,  where  I  was  kindly  entertained  by  Major  Baker* 
and  the  officers  of  the  garrison,  who  received  me  as  one  arrived 
from  the  moon.  At  Chicago  I  perceived  I  was  in  a  better 
country.  It  had  become  so  by  gradual  melioration.  That 
which  I  had  left  wTas  of  a  character  far  above  mediocrity,  but 
labors  under  the  permanent  defects  of  coldness  of  soil  and 
want  of  moisture.  The  native  strength  of  it  is  indicated  by 
the  growth  of  timber,  which  is  almost  entirely  of  white  oak 
and  beech,  without  pine,  chestnut,  maple,  ash,  or  any  kind 
which  denotes  warmth.  The  country  suffers  at  the  same  time 
from  water  and  from  the  want  of  it.  The  deficiency  of  circu- 
lation, not  of  water  itself,  produces  this  contradiction.  It  is 
not  sufficiently  uneven  to  form  brooks  to  lead  off  its'  redundant 
rains  and  form  a  deposit  for  mid-summer.  The  snows  of  win- 
ter dissolve  and  remain  on  the  ground  until  exhaled  by  the 
sun  at  a  late  period  of  spring.  Tn  prairies  that  are  entirely 
level  this  produces  a  cold  which  is  scarcely  dissipated  by  fa 
boat  of  summer;  in  such  &&  are  undulated,  it  renders  one -halt' 
(that  on  which  the  water  rests)  useless,  or  of  inferior  value.  It 
tousl  be  remembered,  moreover,  that  this  region  is  not  t«>  un- 

•  Mni.  Daniel  Baker,  a  native  of  Vermont,  entered  the  Bervlce  na  an  I 
in  Jan.,  1799;  became  an  Adjutant  in  1802;  First  Lleutenanl  in  1800:  ■  Captain 
In  March,  1812,  and  for  distinguished  services  in  lb*  battle  of  Maguago,  In 
Which  lie  was  wounded,  was  brevetted  Major;  distinguished  in  the  affair  at  Lyon's 
Creek;  promoted  to  Major  In  1814,  and  I. lent.  Colonel  in  1829;  command,  d  •» 
regiment  In  the  battle  of  Had  Axe  in  is;;j;  and  died  ai  Detroit,  October  o>. 
1830.  l    c.  l). 
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dergo  the  changes  incident  to  new  countries  generally,  from 
the  thinning  of  forests  and  exposure  of  the  soil.  It  is  already 
on  the  footing  of  the  oldest,  and  has  received  for  the  lapse  of 
ages  all  the  heat  it  is  ever  to  derive  from  the  sun  alone.  At 
some  remotely  future  period,  when  a  dense  population  enables 
the  husbandman  to  apply  artificial  warmth  to  his  grounds, 
means  of  life  may  he  extracted  from  this  soil  which  are  latent 
at  present.    It  requires  industry,  and  is  capable  of  repaying  it. 

The  river  Chicago  (or,  in  English,  Wild  Onion  river)  is  dee}) 
and  about  forty  yards  in  width,  before  it  enters  the  Lake,  its 
two  branches  unite — the  one  proceeding  from  the  north,  the 
other  from  the  west,  where  it  takes  its  rise  in  the  fountain  uf 
the  De  Plein,  or  Illinois,  which  flows  in  an  opposite  direction. 
The  source  of  these  two  rivers  illustrates  the  geographical  phe- 
nomenon of  a  reservoir  on  the  very  summit  of  a  dividing 
ridge.  In  the  autumn,  they  are  both  without  any  apparent 
fountain,  but  are  formed  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  each  other 
by  some  imperceptible  undulations  of  the  prairie,  which  drain 
it  and  lead  to  different  directions.  But  in  the  spring,  the  space 
between  the  two  is  a  single  sheet  of  water,  the  common  reser- 
voir of  both,  in  the  centre  of  which  there  is  no  current  towards 
either,  of  the  opposite  streams.  This  circumstance  create-  the 
singular  fact  of  the  insulation  of  all  the  United  States  except- 
ing Louisiana,  making  the  circumnavigation  of  them  practica- 
ble, from  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to  that  of  Mexico,  with  the 
single  hindrance  of  the  Falls  of  Niagara. 

The  Chicago  forms  a  third  partition  of  the  great  country  1 
had  passed.  The  Ouisconsin  and  Fox  rivers  make  a  water 
communication  between  the  Mississippi  and  Michigan,  wiih 
the  exception  of  four  miles.  The  Millewackte  and  River  a  hi 
Roche  the  same,  with  half  the  exception.  The  Chicago  and 
De  Plein  make,  in  the  manner  I  have  described,  the  commu- 
nication entire.  This  latter  should  not  escape  national  atten- 
tion.    The  ground  between  the  two  is  without  rocks,  and.  with 

little  labor,  would  admit  of  a  permanent  connection  between 

the  waters  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan. 
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The  site  and  relations  of  Fort  Dearborn  I  have  already  ex 
plained.  It  has  no  advantage  of  harbor,  the  river  itself  being 
always  choked,  and  frequently  barred,  from  the  same  causes 
that  I  have  imputed  to  the  other  streams  of  this  country.  In 
the  rear  of  the  fort  is  a  prairie  of  the  most  complete  flatness,  no 
sign  of  elevation  being  within  the  range  of  the  eye.  The  soil 
and  climate  are  both  excellent.  Traces  yet  remain  of  the  de 
vastation  and  massacre  committed  by  the  savages  in  1812.  I 
saw  one  of  the' principal  perpetrators  (Nes-cot-no-meg). 

On  the  4th  of  October  I  left  Chicago"  for  Fort  Wayne,  hav- 
ing provided  less  uncomfortable  means  of  traveling  than  for 
the  ten  previous  days.  Our  course  was  to  lay  for  about  GO 
miles  on  the  beach  of  Lake  Michigan,  from  thence  inclining 
eastwardly  to  the  St.  Joseph's  of  the  Lake,  and  thence  due 
south  to  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie.  On  the  night  of  the  4th,  I 
slept  on  the  beach,  after  having  forded  the  little  Kennomick. 
I  call  it  after  the  Indian  pronunciation — Calumet  is  probably 
the  name.  On  our  right  lay  an  extent  of  flat  prairie,  extend- 
ing, as  I  supposed,  to  the  Illinois. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  we  resumed  our  way  upon  a 
smooth  and  level  beach;  at  11  o'clock,  supposed  ourselves  to 
be  at  the  southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan ;  shortly  after- 
wards crossed  the  greater  Kennomick.  The  guide  informed 
me  that  the  shores  on  our  right  were  flat  and  wet.  I  noticed 
on  the  beach  many  specimens  of  iron  pyrites,  and  was  inclined,, 
although  incorrectly,  to  imagine,  from  the  decrease  of  limestone, 
and  the  appearance  in  its  stead  of  substances  of  more  remote 
formation,  that  the  region  was  not  the  same  with  that  1  had 
left.  Shortly  after  sunset  we  reached  and  crossed  the  River 
Du  Chemin,  at  which  place  we  were  to  leave  the  kakc.  Wo 

*  The  river  Chlc.igo  was  first  explored  by  La  Salle  and  Hennepin,  In  1070 
l  have  been  led  into  many  errors  from  the  mis-nnplled  namM  and  nnttnnated 
fttyie  of  Hennepin's  narration.  lie  calls  Lake  Michigan  the  l  ake  of  the  Illinois, 
and  Chicago  the  river  Mlamla.  Time  mual  have  made  n  cereal  alteration  in 
tall  region,  or  both  Hennepin  and  La  Salle  have  erred  egregious]?  In  the  descrip- 
tion of  ii.  The  triangular  eminence  "naturally  lortifled"  nl  the  mouth  of  I  le 
Cblcago,1  and  the  distance  <>r  twentv-flve  leagues  from  the  portage,  between  the 
Chicago  and  the  Illinois,  to  the  confluence  of  the  former  with  the  Lake,  Indue* 
&  belief  that  neither  of  them  were  there.     T,a   Salle,   In   bis   letter   to  Count 

1  1  1  inc.  errs  in  nls  description  of  the  ground  between  the  Chli  ago  and  Illinois, 

;'s  be  calls  It,  the  Divine  Itlver. 

tMr,  Storrow  errs  here;  the  river  Mlnmls.  at  the  mouth  of  which  w  II  the 
triangular  eminence,  was  what  is  since  called  the  St,  Joseph.  See  Bparka'i  Lift 
of  La  8a l/o.  i    i  D 
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slept  on  the  border  of  it,  and  the  next  day  resumed  our  way. 
We  at  first  crossed  a  long  and  intricate  swamp,  which  gave  me 
no  favorable  impression  of  the  country  I  was  about  to  enter; 
on  leaving  it,  however,  we  were  led  into  lands  which  were  well 
wooded  and  watered,  and  bore  every  indication  of  warmth  and 
fertility.  The  growth  of  beech  had  disappeared,  and  the  oaks 
were  intermixed  with  a  proportion  of  walnut,  chestnut,  sugar 
maple  and  ash.  At  noon,  after  ascending  a  gradual  eminence, 
we  were  led  into  an  extensive  prairie,  scattered  over  which 
were  several  Pottowotomie  villages.  Leaving  these  villages 
we  entered  another  prairie  of  a  different  description,  level  and 
without  trees,  but  covered  with  a  luxuriant  growth  of  grass. 
After  this  we  again  entered  higher  ground,  and,  at  a  late  hour 
of  the  evening,  reached  (drenched  in  rain)  the  banks  of  the 
St.  Joseph's. 

The  morning  of  the  seventh  presented  the  river  St.  Joseph 
and  its  beautiful  and  picturesque  borders.  Every  beauty  of 
scenery,  that  could  satisfy  the  eye  or  the  imagination,  I  found 
in  the  journey  of  this  day.  For  eight  or  ten  miles  we  were  on 
the  margin  of  the  river,  every  winding  of  which  developed 
some  new  attraction.  The  stream  itself,  and  its  many  rivulets, 
had  furrowed  deep  beds,  which  left  the  adjacent  lands  high, 
and  moistened  by  waters  that  were  never  stagnant.  The 
grounds  were  neither  prairie  nor  forest,  but  a  grateful  alterna- 
tion of  opening  and  shade.  The  trees  consisted  principally  of 
oak,  hickory,  chestnut,  elm  and  walnut;  the  meadows  were 
covered  with  deep  shrubbery,  which,  from  the  season,  had  just 
ceased  to  be  verdant;  the  small  streams  were  bordered  with  ;i 
thick  and  strong  sedge.  Throughout  the  day  there  appeared 
little  or  no  waste  land;  every  part  giving  equal  indication  of 
warmth  and  fertility.  I  noticed  but,  few  rocks,  and  those  oi 
granite.  At  sunset  we  reached  the  ElkVhoarl  (a  tributary 
river  of  the  St.  Joseph),  and  slept  on  the  bank  of  it.     In  tin 

early  part  of  the  eighth,  the  lands  were  of  nearly  the  same  de- 
scription as  those  of  the  preceding  day.  After  traveling  eight 
or  ten  miles  ihey  changed  to  a  s«>il  of  inferior  character,  low 
and  swampy;  towards  the  afternoon  they  became  better. 
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If  my  conjectures  were  correct,  we  were  during  this  day  on 
the  highest  plain  in  the  United  States,  perhaps  in  the  world  ; 
proved  to  be  so  by  the  contiguity  of  the  sources  of  the  follow- 
ing great  rivers,  which  diverge  from  nearly  a  common  centre 
to  every  point  of  the  compass :  The  greater  St.  Joseph's  leading 
north  into  Lake  Michigan,  was  behind  me;  the  headwaters 
of  the  Wabash,  which  runs  south,  lay  before  me;  the  Kienkiki 
(properly  called  Thcakiki)  leading  west  into  Illinois,  on  the 
right  ;  and  the  lesser  St.  Joseph's,  tending  to  the  Miami  of  the 
Lake,  oqui-distant  on  the  left.  The  altitude  is  proved  by  the 
remoteness  of  the  regions  visited  by  each  one  of  these  noble 
rivers,  before  it  blends  itself  with  the  ocean.  ISTo  one  of  them 
performs  a  journey  of  less  than  2,000  miles,  of  gradual  descent, 
and  often  with  the  augmentation  of  streams,  that  proceed  from 
the  most  remote  and  unexplored  distances.  There  was  nothing 
that  denoted  the  elevation  or  afforded  a  visible  conviction,  that 
I  treaded  a  loftier  region  than  any  part  of  the  horizon  to 
which  I  turned  my  eyes.  Thinking  involuntarily  that  so  in- 
teresting a  spot  could  not  be  without  productions  to  designate 
its  peculiarity,  I  looked  instinctively  for  some  shrub,  stone  or 
flower  that  might  bear  the  character  of  the  spot  where  it  lay. 
There  was  nothing,  but  my  own  reflections,  to  denote  that  I 
was  in  the  heart  of  the  country,  its  grand  arteries  pouring  in 
every  direction. 

On  the  early  part  of  the  0th  passed  several  small  ponds  and 
much  stagnant  water.  There  were  few  prairies,  the  country 
thickly  and  well  covered,  notwithstanding  which  we  passed 
several  swamps.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  day  the  lands  be- 
c;iine  better;  in  the  afternoon  passed  several  small  streams 
sotting  towards  the  southeast,  and  before  evening  retched  Hie 
St.  Mary's,  which,  with  the  St.  Joseph's,  forms  the  Miami  of 
lite  Lake.    At,  sunset  I  descried  and  reached  Fori  Wayne, 

The  nature  of  the  country  I  have  just  passed,  and  the  facili- 
ties of  communication  afforded  by  it,  enchancc  the  importance 
which  I  had  already  ascribed  to  Chicago.  It  being  n1  the  head 
of  a  probable  connection  between  the  [llinoia  and  Michigan, 
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its  remoteness  from  any  dangerous  neighbor,  and  its  facility  of 
deriving  resources  from  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  the  Wabash, 
and  the  fertile  interior  of  Indiana,  mark  it  as  the  future  place 
of  deposit  for  the  whole  region  of  the  Upper  Lakes.  In  war  or 
peace,  this  immense  district  has  been  hitherto  dependent  for 
supplies  on  Detroit,  which,  without  any  one  natural  advantage, 
labors  under  the  defects  of  contiguity  to  a  foreign  power,  and  a  - 
tardiness  of  water  communication,  which  labor  can  scarcely 
surmount. 

Between  the  two  extremities,  Forts  Dearborn  and  Wa}me, 
the  facilities  of  communication  yield  to  those  of  no  other  part 
of  the  United  States.  From  the  latter  to  a  spot  on  the  greater 
St.  Joseph's  (forty  miles  in  the  interior),  there  is  an  easy 
and  expeditious  water  carriage;  from  thence  there  are  forty 
miles  where  no  efforts  of  art  are  required,  the  lands  being  high, 
open  and  dry  throughout  the  year;  fur  the  remaining  sixty,  the 
labors  of  a  captain's  command  might,  in  a  single  month,  estab- 
lish permanent  means  of  transportation  for  every  warlike  or 
commercial  supply.  At  the  end  of  this  distance,  Fort  Wayne 
might  collect,  as  an  entrepot,  whatever  could  be  drawn  from  the 
interior  of  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  through  the  waters 
of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake  or  the  Wabash. 

The  country  between  Lake  Michigan  and  Fort  Wayne  is  in- 
trinsically capable  of  any  product,  and  of  sustaining  the  most 
dense  population.  As  it  requires  only  an  outlet  to  call  its  re- 
sources into  action,  it  is  for  the  present  dependent  on  that  great 
undertaking,  the  honor  of  which  is  about  to  be  taken  from  the 
United  States  by  the  single  energy  of  the  Stale  of  New  York. 
The  occurrence  of  this  important  event  will  give  it  impulse, 
population  aid  resources,  and,  what  is  still  more  desirable,  a 

blended  interest  with  other  states. 

You  are  already  acquainted  with  Fort  Wayne,  and  its  ill- 
chesea  site;  as  likewise  all  its  military  relations.  It  is  situ- 
ated in  the  midst  of  a  fertile  district;  the  soil  is  warm  and 
tlie  opening  of  the  spring  early.  In  the  afternoon  »'t'  the 
eleventh,  I  departed  on  horseback  for  Fori  Meigs,    1  crossed 
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the  Miami  opposite  the  fort,  and  continued  on  the  left  bank 
until  overtaken  by  night,  when  I  slept  on  the  dry  leaves.  In 
the  morning  resumed  the  route,  which  lay  through  a  most  fer- 
tile country.  The  way  was  near  the  bank  of  the  river,  which, 
from  its  many  windings,  could  be  seen  but  seldom,  but  at  each 
time  of  presenting  itself  it  afforded  some  new  attraction.  On 
remembrance  it  appears  that  I  have  scarcely  ever  referred  to  a 
river  without  enconiums  of  a  similar  sort.  You  can  account 
for  this  general  praise,  in  recollecting  the  intrinsic  beauty  of  a 
i|ver  in  the  wilderness,  and  how  many  grateful  associations  are 
combined  with  it,  independently  of  its  effect  on  the  eye. 

It  was  my  wish  to  reach  Fort  Defiance  before  night,  but  I 
found  it  to  be  impracticable.    At  sunset,  after  having  kept  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  throughout  the  day,  I  forded  it  at  a  Del- 
aware town,  an  ancient  haunt  of  the  tribe  of  that  name,  but 
which  is  now  occupied  by  a  few  Pottowotomies.  Having 
reached  the  right  bank,  I  slept  on  the  grass  until  the  morning 
of  the  13th,  when,  after  having  suffered  much  from  the  cold  of 
the  previous  night  I  arrived  at  Fort  Defiance  at  9  o'clock.  I 
carefully  examined  this  spot  from  the  interest  excited  by  the 
military  history  of  the  decayed  fort,  and  the  intrinsic  attrac- 
tion of  the  confluence  of  the  Miami  and  Au  Glaizc.  The 
banks  of  the  latter  present,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  extend,  the 
richest  display  of  beauty  and  fertility.    In  examining  the  re- 
mains of  Gen.  Wayne's  fort,  I  found  a  spring  strongly  im- 
pregnated with  sulphur,  and  the  action  of  the  same  acid  on  the 
substances  near  the  river.      Beneath  the  bank  I  found  deep 
strata  of  strongly  impregnated  bituminous  shale,  indicating  the 
neighborhood  of  coal.     The  shale  was  sometimes  connect  d 
with  iron  pyrites. 
I  recrossed  the  river  at  Fort  Defiance,  and  proceeded  down 
j  the  left  bank  of  it.    At  night  I  slept  near  the  margin  of  the 

river,  and,  at  mid-day  of  the  14th,  reached  Fort  Meigs,  having 
for  the  lasl  two  days  passed  a  country  which,  r<>r  beauty  and 
[fertility,  r  have  never  known  surpassed  in  a  similar  parallel  oi 
latitude.  It  is  destined  soon  t<»  become  the  M  ai  <>t'  wealth  and 
13 
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^population,  and  as  we  have  a  right  to  believe,  of  morals  and 
refinement.  The.  nation  is  not  aware  of  the  augmentation  of 
its  resources  by  the  late  treaty,  which  has  extinguished  the 
Indian  title  to  this  delightful  district. 

Leaving  Fort  Meigs,  I  arrived  on  the  16th  of  October,  at 
jpefcroif.  After  a  short  stay  there,  I  determined  to  travel 
through  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  from  Sandwich  to 
Fort  George.  Accordingly  I  crossed  the  river  Detroit  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  19th;  and,  after  passing  the  Belle  and  Oris- 
con  rivers,  reached  the  banks  of  the  river  Thames,  at  mid-day 
-of  the  20th.  On  arriving  at  this  stream,  I  exchanged  a  mea- 
gre settlement  of  Canadians  for  one  of  better  character,  com- 
posed of  emigrants  from  our  own  country,  who  have  occupied 
their  present  seats  since  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

I  rode  on  the  bank  of  this  river  for  the  distance  of  seventy 
miles,  and  found  it  to  run  through  a  level,  fertile  country, 
with  a  gentle  current,  and  without  any  impediment.  I  then 
lost  sight  of  it,  but  not  before  T  had  examined  and  passed  the 
spot  made  celebrated  by  Gen.  Harrison's  victory.  The  next 
twenty-four  miles  were  of  swamp  and  barren  woods,  without  a 
single  hut.  They  led  past  the  well-chosen  ground  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  gallant  Major  Holmes.  At  the  end  of  this  distance 
I  met  the  Thames  again,  of  the  same  width  and  current  as  the 
parts  I  had  left  below.  I  remained  in  sight  of  the  river  for 
forty  miles  farther  when  it  became  narrow,  and  was  bordered 
by  a  noble  growth  of  pine.  From  the  upper  part  of  the 
Thames,  I  traveled  about  thirty  miles  to  the  Grand  river,  leav- 
ing which,  I  passed  a  poorer  country,  but  shortly  afterwards 
found  myself  on  fertile  and  very  elevated  ground,  without  any 
apparent  ascent  from  the  westward.  Leaving  the  village  of 
Ancaster,  T  remained  on  this  eminence  until  reaching  a  place 
called  Ferrysburgh,  when  it  ended  in  an  abrupt  descent  ;  hav- 
ing passed  which,  I  assumed  an  easterly  direction  and  reached 
Fort  George  on  the  26th  of  October. 

I  found  the  province  of  CJpper  Canada  t'»  possess  more  re- 
sources than  I  had  ascribed  to  it.    In  soil,  climate,  and  the 
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easy  acquisition  of  the  means  of  life,  it  yields  to  no  northern 
part  of  our  own  country.  But  there  is  withal  an  air  of  ineffi- 
ciency, a  pause  after  surmounting  the  necessities  of  life — the 
natural  result  of  institutions  which  neither  excite  nor  satisfy 
the  passions.  There  are  no  villages,  and  the  population  scat- 
tered, so  as  to  detract  much  from  its  physical  resources.  It 
possesses  no  means  of  defence,  excepting  the  facility  of  com- 
munication. The  country  is  level,  without  fastnesses,  and  so 
Intersected  by  rivers,  that  a  force  once  in  possession  may  com- 
municate its  energy  to  its  remotest  dependency.  But  that 
force  once  foiled  has  no  means  of  repairing  itself.  The  hrst 
victory  of  an  invading  army  would  transfer  to  the  conqueror 
all  that  had  belonged  to  the  conquered,  and  thus  preclude  the 
means  of  further  insistence.  The  facilities  of  the  interior 
have  superseded  the  necessity  of  Lake  Erie  as  a  means  of  com- 
munication. From  York  to  the  river  Detroit,  the  land  convey- 
ance need  not  be  more  than  forty  miles,  and  from  the  same 
place  to  Lake  Huron,  by  Lake  Simcoe,  a  less  distance. 

From  Fort  George  I  crossed  to  Fort  Niagara,  from  whence 
I  embarked,  and,  by  a  short  passage  across  Lake  Ontario,  had 
the  pleasure  to  rejoin  you  at  Brownville,  after  an  absence  of 
three  months.  The  lapse  of  this  period  had  carried  me  to  re- 
mote and  unfrequented  parts,  and  developed  new  and  interest- 
ing relations  of  my  country.  The  inconvenience  and  priva- 
tions of  the  undertaking  were  of  little  moment,  in  comparison 
to  the  means  it  afforded  of  future  thought;  but  among  the 
purees  of  the  most  grateful  recollection  are  the  interest  you 
embarked  in  the  causes  of  my  absence,  the  anxiety  with  which 
you r  kindness  awaited  my  return,  and  the  warmth  with  which 
you  welcomed  it.  With  the  most  devoted  regard, 
L  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  mo8l  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  A.  Storrow. 
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Journal  of  a  Voyage  from  St, 
Louis  to  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony,  in  1 8 1 9 


By  Thomas  Forsyth* 

Having  received  instructions  from  the  Department  of  War, 
to  ship  on  board  a  steamboat  destined  to  transport  provisions, 
etc.,  for  an  establishment  to  be  made  at  the  mouth  of  St. 


•  Ma}.  Thomas  Forsyth  was  born  In  Detroit,  Dec.  5,  1771.  His  father.  Wm. 
Forsyth,  was  from  Blackwater  town,  Ireland  ;  the  family  was  originally  Scotch, 
and  Presbyterians.  Wm.  Forsyth  migrated  to  New  York  about  I7o(),  and  was 
under  Gen.  Wolfe  at  the  capture  of  Quebec  in  1750,  and  was  twice  wounded  in 
the  conflict,  and  was  subsequently  stationed  in  Detroit.  On  the  expiration  of 
bis  term  of  service,  he  settled  there,  and  married  the  widow  Kinzie,  grandmother 
of  the  late  John  H.  Kinzie.  of  Chicago.  He  long  kept  a  tavern,  and  engaged  in 
trading;  and  during  the  Revolution,  sympathising  with  the  Americans,  he  was 
for  a  long  time  imprisoned,  with  James  Abbot,  but  finally  liberated.  He  died  at 
Detroit  about  1790,  leaving  several  children — among  them  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  the  writer  of  the  Journal  herewith  for  the  first  time  published.  Thomas 
Forsyth  engaged  while  yet  young  in  the  Indian  trade,  and  spent  several  winters 
on  Saginaw  Bay,  and,  as  early  as  1798.  wintered  on  an  island  in  the  Mississippi, 
four  or  five  ndles  below  Quincy,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Fabins.  His  first  partner 
in  trading  was  one  Richardson,  and  then  his  step-son,  John  Kinzie,  and  Robert 
Forsyth  ;  and  about  1802,  they  established  a  trading  post  at  Chicago.  About 
1804,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Keziah  Malotte,  near  Maiden,  and  sub- 
sequently settled  as  a  trader  at  Peoria.  Maj.  Forsyth,  in  his  Journal,  speaks 
with  honest  indignation  against  the  capture  of  himself,  family  and  the  French 
people  of  Peoria,  in  1812,  by  Capt.  Craig.  Gov.  Reynolds,  in  his  Life  and  Times, 
thus  refers  to  the  affair,  in  connection  with  Gov.  Fdwards'  campaign,  on  which 
he  served  as  a  private  : 

"While  the  army  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  old  village  of  Peoria,  Capt. 
Craig  had  his  boat  lying  in  Peoria  Bake,  adjacent  to  the  Village.  The  boat  was 
fortified  so  that  the  lire  of  the  enemy  could  not  penetrate  it.  Craig  was  at- 
tacked on  several  occasions  by  the  Indians,  but  received  Do  damage,  lie  anchored 
bis  hoat  out  in  the  Bake,  and  was  secure  from  danger.  The  Captain  supposing 
the  few  inhabitants  of  Peoria  favored  the  Indians,  burnt  the  village — this  was 
considered  by  every  one  a  useless  act. 

"Thomas  Forsyth,  Esq.,  was  In  the  village  at  the  time,  acting  as  Indian  Agent, 
appointed  by  the  Government;  but  Craig,  and  none  others,  knew  it.  except  at 
Washington  City.  It  was  supposed  by  the  President  that  Mr.  Forsyth  would  be 
more  serviceable,  to  both  sides,  if  his  old  friends,  the  Indians,  did  not  know  hi* 
situation.  He  acted  the  honorable  part  to  ameliorate  the  horrors  of  w  a  i'  on  both 
Hides,  and  risked  his  lite  often  amongst   the   Indians,  In  obtain   from   the  <n.mv 

some  of  the  prisoners  who  had  been  captured  at  the  massacre  of  Chicago.  In 
tiie  rage  of  Capt.  Craig,  he  placed  the  Inhabitants  of  Peoria,  all  he  could  capture, 
60  hoard  his  boat,  and  landed  them  oil  the  bank  of  the  river,  below  Alton  These 
poor  French  were  In  a  starving  condition,  as  they  were  turned  awav  from  their 
BOmes,  and  left  their  stock  and  provisions.  They  \\<  re  landed  In  the  woods  - 
men,  women  and  children,  without  shelter  or  food." 

After  the  war.  Ma).  Forsyth  was  many  yea  rs  Indian  Agent  for  the  Paitkfl  and 
Foxes;  and  had  he  been  continued  over  iheni,  it  is  believed,  the  Sank  war  of 
1632  would  ne  ver  have  occurred.  He  died  at  St.  bonis,  Oct.  20,  I8S8,  in  tb<* 
»dxty  second  year  of  his  nge,  his  wife  bavins  four  years  preceded  him  to  the 
grave.  They  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter;  only  the  second  child,  <\> . 
Robert  Forsyth,  survives,  on  his  fine  farm  mar  st.  Bonis.  From  him  the  Jour* 
pal  now  published,  and  many  important  documents  concerning  the  Ranks  and 
Foxes  which  will  hereafter  appear  in  our  C0U90U0H8,  were  obtained,  Mai. 
Thomas  Forsyth,  in  his  long  connection  with  Indian  riff  a  Irs,  and  bj  l  * 
ob  tin  history  of  Indian  ii'lhcfl  .f  the  North  West,  rend  i  d  i  la  country  In  i 
service.  B.  c  1 1 
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Peter's  river,  a  certain  quantity  of  goods,  say  $2,000  worth,  to 
be  delivered  by  me  to  the  Sioux  Indians  residing  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi above  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  those  who  reside  on  the 
lower  part  of  river  St.  Peter's,  in  payment  of  lands  ceded 
by  the  Sioux  Indians  to  the  late  Gen.  Pike  for  the  United 
States.  The  owners  of  the  steamboats,  finding  it  was  imprac- 
ticable to  navigate  such  craft  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  changed  their  plans,  and  commenced  transporting 
the  provisions  in  keel-boats.  Finding  that;  no  steamboats 
could  get  up  the  different  rapids,  and  that  the  contractor  had 
commenced  to  employ  keels,  I  hired  a  boat  and  crew,  bought 
provisions,  and  was  ready  by  the  third  of  June,  but  some  of 
my  men  having  received  some  money  in  advance,  they  thought 
proper  to  go  out  of  the  way,  by  which  means  I  was  detained 
until  the  seventh,  when  I  gut  a  crew  together,  and  sent  them 
out  of  town  to  be  prepared  for  next  morning. 

Tuesday,  8th  June.  About  sunset  I  hoisted  sail,  and  had  a 
fine  breeze  all  day;  found  the  water  uncommonly  high  for  the 
season,  the  current  strong,  yet  we  made  an  excellent  day's 
journey,  having  come  27  miles. 

Wednesday,  0th.  Called  at  Portage  des  Sioux  to  enquire  of 
Mr.  Le  Claire  if  he  had  heard  from  A.  B. * ;  breakfasted  with 
him  and  proceeded  on,  encamped  about  three  miles  above  mouth 
of  Illinois  river;  distance  to-day  18  miles. 

Thursday,  10th.  Met  six  discharged  soldiers  from  the  Pine 
Regiment  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  descending  the  Mississippi  in  a 
canoe;  wind  fair  but  light;  encamped  at  sundown  above  Cap 
au  Ore;  distance  to-day  30  miles. 

Friday,  11th.  Set  out  early  this  morning  with  a  fair  wind  ; 
it  soon  came  around  ahead;  we  encamped  within  15  RlileS  of 
Clarksville;  distance  to-day  24  miles. 

Saturday,  12th.  The  water  continues  high,  and  current 
strong;  no  bottom  for  poles  in  places;  arrived  at  Clarksville 
in  die  afternoon;  remained  (here1  ail  night*  Came  to-day  fif- 
teen miles. 

Sunday,  13th.    Mr.  Brown  embarked  on  board  to  go  up  to 


■Probably  the  Mr.  Drown  who  joined  tin1  [>arty  oa  the  Ifttu.    U  C  i> 
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Fort  Edwards;  wind  fair;  saw  several  lodges  of  Indians  at 
Louisianaville ;  some  followed  us  and  came  on  board,  insisted 
on  getting  some  liquor,  they  being  already  half  drunk.  Dis- 
tance to-day  thirty-six  miles. 

Monday,  14th.  Visited  Hannibal  in  passing;  a  fair  wind 
sprung  up.  Pleasant  in  the  forenoon ;  thunder,  with  rain  in 
the  afternoon.  Stopped  at  Two  Rivers.  Saw  some  Iowas ; 
got  some  venison  from  them.  Encamped  at  Wa-con-daw 
Prairie.    Distance  to-day  thirty-six  miles. 

Tuesday,  15th.  Thunder  and  rain;  wind,  fair  occasionally, 
but  light.  Encamped  within  nine  miles  of  Fort  Edwards; 
came  about  forty  miles  to-day. 

Wednesday,  IGth.-  Arrived  at  Fort  Edwards.  Delivered 
several  articles  to  Mr.  Bett  and  others,  brought  up  from  St. 
Louis  for  them;  stayed  there  about  three  hours,  and  was  much 
disappointed  in  not  being  a  magistrate,  there  being  a  couple 
very  anxious  of  being  married.  I  really  pitied  their  case. 
Some  Sacs  and  Iowa  Indians  have  planted  corn  near  the  Fort 
where  they  reside,  and  they  go  occasionally  down  to  the  set- 
tlements, bring  up  whisky,  get  drunk  and  insult  those  who  re- 
side in  the  fort.  A  few  troops  would  be  well  stationed  at  this 
place,  as  it  would  keep  the  Indians  in  awe,  and  might  be  the  oc- 
casion of  preventing  many  accidents.  Understood  that  many 
Sacs  had  gone  to  Detroit;  encamped  at  sundown  about  the 
middle  of  the  Rapids.    Distance  to-day  eighteen  miles. 

Thursday,  17th.  Set  out  early;  met  Madam  Boilvin  near 
upper  end  of  Rapids;  she  is  going  down  to  St.  Louis  for  her 
health.  Wind  fair  part  of  the  day;  encamped  opposite  the 
Arrowstone  Prairie.    Thirty-two  miles  to-day. 

Friday,  18th.  Wind  hard  against  us;  made  only  ift  miles 
to-day. 

Saturday,  10th.  The  waters  apparently  higher  hew  than 
below;  weather  very  warm;  wind  light  but  ahead;  mosquitoes 
worse  than  I  ever  saw  them.     Made  only  31  miles  t<>  dav  ;  <  n- 

camped  above  tlx1  first  Yellow  Banks. 
Sunday,  20th.  Weather  still  very  warm;  had  the  sail  up  and 


1872]  Forsyth's  Voyage,  1819  191 


down  several  times.  Met  Mr.  Davenport's  men  returning 
home  to  St.  Louis.  Met  the  Black  Thunder  and  some  fol- 
lowers, all  Foxes,  going  down  to  St.  Louis  in  three  canoes; 
they  immediately  returned  when  they  met  me;  encamped  a 
little  above  the  Iowa  river;  18  miles  was  this  day's  progress. 

Monday,  21st.  We  are  off  by  time  this  morning;  three 
Saukies  overtook  us  on  their  way  from  hunting,  bound  up  to 
their  village  on  Rocky  river;  current  strong  to-day — made 
only  24  miles ;  encamped  at  upper  end  of  Grand  Mascoutin. 

Tuesday,  22d.  The  men  have  been  complaining  of  the 
length  of  the  days.  I  told  them  that  this  was  the  longest  day 
of  the  year,  and  of  course  every  day  afterwards  would  be 
shorter.  They  said  they  were  glad  to  hear  such  good  news, 
and  wished  to  know  how  I  knew  this.    Made  27  miles  to-day. 

Wednesday,  23d.  Being  detained  yesterday  awhile  by  a 
head  wind,  T  was  not  able  to  reach  Fort  Armstrong,  and  one 
of  the  men  still  being  sick  retarded  the  progress  of  the  boat ; 
indeed  a  strong  current  to  stem,  a  bad  going  boat,  and  one  man 
sick,  makes  tedious  work.  I  arrived  at  Fort  Armstrong  about 
12  o'clock,  and  sent  for  the  Fox  and  Sac  chiefs  to  meet  me  next 
morning  to  receive  their  annuities. 

Thursday,  24th.  The  chiefs  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  arrived 
this  morning,  and  T  delivered  their  annuities.  I  then  informed 
them  that  the  white  man,  who  killed:  the  Indians  near  Bear 
Creek  last  winter,  was  committed  to  jail  for  trial,  yet  I  had  no 
objection  to  make  a  present  to  the  relatives  of  the  deceased 
Indians.  The  chiefs  were  much  pleased  with  all  ibis.  I  then 
made  a  demand,  of  the  chiefs,  of  the  property  said  to  be  taki  n 
by  the  Big  Eagle  and  other  Indians  of  the  Sac  Nation,  con- 
sisting of  a  trunk,  with  clothes  and  some  money  belonging  to 
an  officer  of  the  army.  This  the  chiefs  denied,  and  said  that 
if  anything  of  tin1  hind  had  happened  they  would  be'  the  tirst 
to  acquaint  me  of  it,  and  return  any  stolen  property  that  might 
be  among  them.  The  Indian,  named  the  Big  Eagle,  who 
w.'is  said  to  he  WOimded  in  the  head  in  the  affray,  1  saw.  and 

hid  satisfied  he  Ava<  nol  wounded  lately,  as  the  day  waa  warm, 
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and  lie  had  on  no  other  covering  than  a  blanket.  Mr.  Daven- 
port informed  me  that  he  had  seen  a  soldier,  the  only  person 
with  the  officer,  who  said  that  the  officer  and  himself,  descend- 
ing the  Missouri  in  a  canoe,  were  hailed  by  Indians  on  the 
shore;  the  Indians,  not  finding  the  officer  and  soldier  making 
towards  shore,  put  off  after  them;  the  whites  put  to  shore, 
and  the  officer  made  off  into  the  woods ;  the  Indians  came  up, 
took  the  two  guns  belonging  to  the  whites  and  fired  them  off, 
and  motioned  to  the  soldier  to  go  after  the  officer;  he  did  £X), 
and  when  he  returned,  all  that  was  in  the  canoe  was  gone,  but 
could  not  say  what  Indians  they  were;  and  no  affray  took 
place  from  the  best  information  I  could  collect.  The  Sacs 
must  have  left  the  Missouri  previous  to  this  affair.  Towards 
evening  the  whole  began  to  disperse,  and  what  astonishd  me 
much,  not  a  soul  asked  for  a  dram,  as  I  well  knew  there  were 
many  wet  souls  among  them,  particularly  my  old  acquaintance 
Quash-qua-mie. 

Friday,  2'5th.  Early  this  morning  two  Indians,  accompanied 
by  the  Lance*  and  Quash-qua-mie,t  came  to  me  and  were 


*  Sbam-ga,  or  The  Lance  of  the  Missouri  band  of  Sauks.  L.  C.  D. 

tQuash-qua-mie,  or  the  Jumping  Fish,  was  a  chief  of  some  note  among  the 
Sauks,  of  the  Missouri  band.  He  signed  the  treaty  of  1804  at  St.  Louis,  by  which 
a  lare;e  tract  of  country  of  the  Sauks  east  of  the  Mississippi,  comprehending 
about  fifty  millions  of  acres,  were  ceded  to  the  United  States.  Black  Hawk  and 
others  of  the  Rock  River  bands  stoutly  protested  that  the  chiefs  were  drunk 
and  knew  not  what  they  did,  and  the  nation  was  not  properly  represented,  and 
proved  the  origin  of  many  difficulties,  and  probably  of  the  alienation  of  the 
Rock  river  Sauks  in  the  War  of  1812. 

A  speech  of  Quash-qua-mie  to  Gen.  Wm.  Clark,  the  Indian  Agent  at  St.  Louis, 
la  1810,  has  been  preserved  : 

"My  father,"  said  the  chief.  "I  left  my  home  to  see  my  grandfather  (the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States)  :  but  as  I  cannot  proceed  to  see  him.  T  give  you  my 
hand  as  two  himself,  I  have  no  father  to  whom  I  have  paid  anv  attention  but 
yourself.  If  you  hear  anything.  I  hope  you  will  let  me  know,  and  I  will  do  the 
gn mo.  T  have  to»en  advised  several  times  to  raise  the  tomahawk.  Since  the  last 
war,  we  have  lookeu  upon  the  Americans  as  friends,  and  shall  hold  you  fast  by 
the  hand.  The  Great  Spirit  has  not  put  us  on  this  earth  to  war  with  the  whites  : 
we  have  never  struck  a  white  man.  If  we  to  war.  it  is  with  red  flesh.  Other 
nations  sent  belts  among  us,  and  urged  us  to  go  to  war;  they  sav,  It'  we  do  not 
In  less  than  eight  years  the  Americans  will  encroach  on  us.  and  drive  us  off  our 
lands. 

"Since  General  Wayne's  campaign  the  natives  have  often  a-ked  us  to  join  In 
war  with  the  white  flesh  ;  we  have  not  listened  to  them;  our  rivers,  our  country, 
have  always  been  and  still  are  Open  to  our  friends,  the  Americans.  1  have  spoken 
to  you  as  should  have  spoken  to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  n>  it 
is  your  desire  that  I  Should  not  proceed  to  see  him,  I  will  cheerfully  return  to 
my  nation  again,  and  hope  you  will  send  my  word  to  him." 

Quash -qua-mie's  band  aimed  to  remain  neutral  during  the  War  of  1812-15;  hut 
It  Is  probable  that  some  of  the  young  warriors  got  drawn   Into  It      Quash  nun 

mle  signed  the  treaties  at  Portage  Des  Sioux,  in  September,  1815;  that  at  rx>fl 
Armstrong,  in  September,  1822;  and  at  Prairie  du  Chlen,  in  August,  1828  Ris 
last  charge  of  distributing  rations  to  him  by  Mai  Forsyth,  the  Indian  agent, 

wa*  In  18'2P;  and  he  died  opposite  Clarksville.   Missouri,  about  the  COttmenC* 

sient  of  1880.  He  evidently  was  not  iivimr  in  July  of  that  year,  when  the  ti  mtj 
with  his  people  was  held  at'l'ralrio  du  Chlen,  as  his  name  does  not  appear  among 

the  signatures.     lie  is    represented  by    those  who    Knew    him   as    uo(   (all.  hut 

heavily  formedj;  not  Intellectual,  nor  did  be  appear  to  possess  any  or  the  tratti 
of  a  noble  warrior.  Me  was  a  great  beggar,  of  little  Influence  among  bll  peonlt, 
with  a  character  not  always  free  from  tarnish.  I     C  »t 
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pointed  out  by  the  latter  as  being  the  brothers  of  the  Indian 
who  was  killed,  near  Bear  Creek  last  winter  by  S'.  Thompson, 
to  whom  I  gave  some  goods,  observing  to  them  that  those  goods 
now  lying  before  them  were  to  cover  their  dead  brother,  and  if 
they  thought  they  could  not  forget  the  death  of  their  brother, 
not  to  accept  of  the  goods ;  if  on  the  contrary,  they  accepted 
the  goods,  they  must  forever  forget  the  injury,  and  not  to  say 
hereafter,  "an  American  killed  my  brother."  This  they  agreed 
to  in  presence  of  their  chiefs,  the  Lance  and  Quash-qua-mie. 
Immediately  embarked  and  set  out;  the  old  Lance  came  a  few 
milesj  wiih  me,  and  I  gave  the  old  man  a  few  little  things  for 
his  own  family,  for  which  he  was  very  thankful.  Several 
other  canoes  with  Indians  on  board  of  them  followed  me  a 
considerable  distance,  asking  for  everything  they  could  think 
of.  To  each  I  had  to  give  a  little — they  were  principally  Fox- 
es; by  which  means  I  was  much  retarded,  and  as;  the  Missis- 
sippi was  rising,  the  current  was  very  strong  and  the  boatmen 
labored  very  hard,  and  at  sundown  I  had  got  half  way  up  the 
Rapids — distance  9  miles. 

Saturday,  26th.  We  set  out  early  and  found  the  upper 
part  of  the  Rapids  very  difficult  to  ascend.  I  stopped  a  while 
at  the  Little  Fox  village,  0  miles  above  the  Rapids,  gave  them 
a  few  goods;  they  pressed  me  much  for  some  whiskey,  but  I 
refused  them,  saying  I  did  not  mean  to  give  any  Indians  any 
liquor,  as  it  occasioned  them  to  do  mischief.  Came  to-day 
about  22  miles. 

Sunday,  27th.  Yesterday  being  the  warmest  day  I  had  ex- 
perienced since  I  left  St.  Louis,  last  night  was  equally  bad  for 
mosquitoes,  for  I  did  not  sleep  half  an  hour  all  night.  We 
set  out  early  this  morning,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  side 
wind  a  few  hours  in  the  afternoon,  wc  encamped  at  the  lower 
■end  of  Ground  Apple  Prairie — distance  today,  2  1  miles. 

Monday,  28th.  I  set  out  as  usual  early,  but  the  water 
©lose  along  shore  becoming  too  deep  for  the  poles,  the  men 
pad  lo  pull  along  by  the  bushes,  which  was  slow  traveling; 
we  made  out,  however,  to  conic  to  day  eighteen  miles,  which 
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is  well  employing  the  time,  considering  the  heavy  gusts  of 
rain  Ave  experienced  almost  all  the  forenoon. 

Tuesday,  29th.  Much  rain  fell  last  night  and  this 
morning.  I  had  the  sail  hoisted,  hut  the  wind  being 
quartering,  assisted  us  but  little,  but  gradually  came  round 
ahead ;  took  in  our  sail,  wind  blew  so  hard  ahead  that  we  were 
compelled  to  put  on  shore,  and  lay  by  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon. Two  men  sick  to-da}r,  which  makes-  the  work  come 
harder  on  the  others.    We  came  only  twelve  miles  to-day. 

Wednesday,  30th.  The  wind  blowing  hard  down  the  river 
all  night.  I  supposed  it  would  fall  by  sunrise.  In  this  I  was 
mistaken,  for  the  wind  blew  harder  as  the  sun  rose,  yet  we  got 
a  few  miles  to  a  safe  shelter  when  we  were  completely  wind- 
bound. 

My  interpreter,  G.  Lucie,  has  been  upwards  of  twenty-five 
years  from  Canada,  and  has  passed  most  of  his  time  about  the 
different  lead  mines  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  but  principally  in 
the  employ  of  a  Mr.  Dubuque,  who  died  some  years  ago  at 
Avhat  is  called  Dubuque  mines.  This  man  gives  me  the  follow- 
ing information  as  to  the  number,  situation  and  quality  of  all 
the  lead  mines  lying  between  Apple  Creek  and  Prairie  du 
Chien,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  odd  miles,  and  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  this  man,  as  he  could  have  no  view  in 
telling  me  an  untruth,  as  he  is  a  simple,  harmless  creature. 
The  first  lead  mine  in  ascending  the  Mississippi,  is  on  the  east 
side  of  that  river,  about  fifteen  miles  on  Apple  Creek,  on  the 
right  bank  of  said  creek,  and  about  a  short  mile  from  the 
edge;  canoes  only  can  ascend  the  creek  to  the  mine.  Good 
mineral  is  here  to  be  found  in  grert  abundance  from  two  to 
four  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  earth.  The  second  lead 
mine  is  at  a  place  called  the  Red  Head's  village,  about  six 
miles  above  the  Grand  Maeouttely,  on  the  West  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  up  a  small  creek  on  its  left  bank,  about  sixteen 
miles  from,  its  mouth;  this  mine,  my  informant  says,  was  not 
productive,  as  the  ore  appeared  to  be  incorporated  with  some 
other  hard  substance,  probably  silver,  and  required  too  much 

labor  to  extract  the  lead,  and  was  80011  abandoned. 
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The  third  lead  mine  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
up  Fever  Creek  about  four  miles,  and  lies  on  both  sides  of  said 
creek;  this,  my  informant  says,  is  an  excellent  mine,  for  both 
quantity  and  quality.  He  also  says  that  there  are  two  kinds 
of  lead  to  be  found  in  those  mines,  one  kind  so  soft  as  to  be 
melted  by  any  kind  of  dry  twigs,  while  the  other  is  harder  to 
melt.  The  soft  kind  is  to  be  found  lying  edgeways  in  flakes; 
the  other  in  square  substances,  from  two  inches  to  two  feet 
square.  In  high  water,  boats  of  ten  or  fifteen  tons  burthen 
may  go  up  the  creek  within  one  and  a  half  miles  of  the 
mines ;  in  low  water,  a  boat  cannot  get  farther  into  the  creek 
than  two  or  three  hundred  yards. 

The  fourth  lead  mine  is  on  both  sides  of  a  creek,  called  by 
the  Indians  Sa-se-ne-way-way-nong,  and  is  four  to  five  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  The  ore  is  good,  but  no  navi- 
gation up  the  creek  except  with  small  canoes.  Distance  above 
Fever  Creek,  on  the  same  side  of  the  Mississippi,  six  miles'. 

The  fifth  are  Dubuque's  mines — too  well  known  to  require 
any  description. 

The  sixth  lead  mine  is  on  Little  Macouttely  Creek,  fifteen 
miles  above  Dubuque  mines,  on  same  or  west  side  of  Missis- 
sippi, about  six  miles  up  said  creek,  on  the  right  bank.  This 
mine  is  immediately  on  the  water's  edge.  A  boat  may  go  up 
in  high  water  nearly  half  way  to  the  mines  from  the  mouth 
of  the  creek. 

The  seventh  lead  mine  lies  on  Mechant  Hatche  Creek,  about 
six  miles  above  Little  Macouttely  but  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi.  This  mine  is  about  nine  miles  north  of  the  creek, 
on  its  right  bank.  This  creek  is  wide  hut  flat,  with  many 
rapid';;  at  some  seasons  of  the  year  boats  may  go  up  it  two  or 
three  miles. 

There  are  many  other  lead  mines  on  the  Ouisconsin  river, 
but  my  informant  says  lie  never  was  at  any  of  them,  and  there- 
fore cannot  give  any  account  of  them.  We  made  only  twelve 
ui iles  to-day,  being  wind-bound  most  of  the  time. 

Thursday,  Li  July.  Arose  early;  appearance  of  a  iiuo  day. 
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About  nine  o'clock  an  air  of  wind  ahead.  Saw  two  Indians 
banting  turtle  eggs  on  a  small  sandy  island.  The  wind  began 
to  blow  hard.  Made  out  to  get  to  Death's-Head  Creek,  where 
we  waited  three  or  four  hours  until  the  wind  abated.  Set  out, 
and  encamped  within  two  miles  of  Dubuque's  mines,  having 
come  to-day  28  miles,  which  is  good  work  after  losing  much 
time  from  head  winds.  While  laying  at  Death's-Head  Creek, 
a  Fox  Indian  came  to  my  boat,  and  told  me  two  boats  lashed 
together  had  passed  down  the  river  last  night.  I  suppose 
these  must  be  ,the  contractor's  boats  returning  from  Prairie  du 
Chien,  and  going  down  to  St.  Louis. 

Friday,  2d.  I  set  out  early,  in  hopes  of  having  a  calm  day; 
wind  ahead  almost  all  day,  with  a  strong  current.  Met  four 
discharged  soldiers,  from  Prairie  du  Chien,  going  down  to  St. 
Louis  in  a  skiff.  They  enquired  how  far  it  was  to  the  mines. 
Told  them  10  to  12  miles.  They  said  they  had  left  Prairie  du 
Chien  yesterday,  and  that  the  5th  regiment  arrived  there  on 
Wednesday  from  Green  Bay. 

Saturday,  3d.  The  Mississippi  continues  to  be  very  high. 
Our  progress  was  much  impeded  to-day,  owing  to  the  men  not 
being  able  to  find  the  bottom  with  their  poles.  Fncamped  about 
three  miles  above  Turkey  river.  Distance  to-day  24  miles, 
which  was  a  good  day's  journey,  as  I  was  detained  about  an 
hour  at  the  Fox  village  giving  the  Indians  some  presents. 

Sunday,  4th.  Yesterday  evening  I  saw  a  comet  similar 
to  the  one  of  1811.  It  appeared  to  .me  to  be  in  the 
same  quarter,  N.  If,  W.  The  sight  of  this  comet  brought  to 
my  memory  the  disasters  that  befell  many  the  following  year, 
myself  being  one  among  the  many.  Never  shall  T  forget  the 
disasters  of  the  poor  and  unfortunate  people  of  Peoria,  a  small 
village  of  French,  on  the  Illinois  river,  After  their  property 
was  taken  by  the  Indians,  and  a  banditti  of  ruffians  Prom 
Shawanoo  town,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Thomas  E, 
Craig,  we  were  taken  down  fas  malefactors)  prisoners,  and  sot 
adrift  on  the  shore  of  the  Mississippi,  a!  Savage's  ferry,  Manj 
poor  unfortunates,  with  wives  and  three  and  four  children, 
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Lad  not  a  blanket  to  cover  them,  nor  a  second  change  to  their 
back.  Many  of  their  kettles  and  pots  were  seen  among 
Craig's  men,  yet  they  would  not  give  them  up.  A  fellow  by 
the  name  of  Hitchcock,  with  two  or  three  other  armed  men, 
went  into  a  house,  which  was  in  charge  of  an  old  man  of  up- 
wards of  fifty  years  of  age,  and  took  away  a  quantity  of  sugar. 
Indeed,  I  could  fill  pages  with  the  atrocities  committed  by  thi9 
banditti  at  Peoria. 

I  set  out  this  morning  with  a  view,  if  possible,  to  reach 
Prairie  du  Chien,  but  having  no  wind  in  our  favor,  and  current 
strong,  we  could  get  no  farther  than  the  mouth  of  the  Ouis- 
eonsin.    Distance  to-day  24'miles. 

Monday,  5th.  I  arrived  to-day  about  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  and  immediately  the  wind  sprang  up  and 
blew  a  fresh  breeze.  This  was  vexing,  as  I  had  experienced 
live  days  of  head  winds  successively.  I  found  here  waiting 
my  arrival,  the  Red  Wing's  son,  a  Sioux  Indian,  who  wished 
to  be  considered  something,  with  a  band  of  followers.  He  in- 
vited me  to  a  talk,  and  after  relating  the  loss  of  one  pf  his 
young  men  who  was  killed  by  the  Chippewas,  he  expressed  a 
wish  that  I  would  take  pity  on  all  present,  and  give  them 
some  goods.  All  this  was  ,a  begging  speech.  I  told  him  that 
I  meant  to  go  up  with  the  troops  to  the  river  St.  Peter's,  and 
on  my  way  up  I  would  stop  at  their  different  villages  where  I 
would  speak  to  thetn,  and  give  them  a  few  goods.  Here  I 
had  nothing  to  say,  as  I  could  not  give  any  goods  at  this  place, 
because  it  required  goods  to  give  weight  to  words,  and  make 
them  understand  me  well.  Yet  he  is  such  a  beggar,  that  ho 
would  not  lake  any  refusal.  I  got  tip  in  an  abrupt  manner 
and  left  him  and  band,  to  study  awhile.  Tbe  Leaf,  the  prin- 
cipal chief  of  the  Sioux,  arrived  this  evening. 

Tuesday,  6th.    The  Kettle  chief,  with  a  band  of  Poxes, 

arrived  here  to-day,  to  make  arrangements  with  Mr.  Partney 
ftbpnt  selling  him  the  ashes  at  the  different  mines.  A  boat 
belonging  to  the  contractor,  arrived  today,  loaded  with  pro- 
Visions  for  the  troops,  in  25  days  from  Weed  river. 
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Wednesday,  7th.  The  contractor's  boat  left  this  day,  to 
return  to  Wood  river. 

Thursday,  8th.  A  young  Folle  Avoine  stabbed  a  young 
Sioux  in  a  fit  of  jealousy  to-day,  near  the  fort.  He  was  in 
liquor. 

Friday,  9th.  The  Sioux  Indians  yesterday  seized  on  the 
Folle  Avoine  .Indian  who  had  stabbed  the  young  Sioux,  and 
kept  him  in  confinement,  well  tied  and  guarded  by  a  few 
young  Sioux;  but  the  Sioux  chiefs  sent  for  the  Folle  Avoine, 
and  made  him  a  present  of  a  blanket  and  some  other  articles 
of  clothing,  and  made  him  and  the  young  Sioux  whom  he  had 
stabbed,  eat  out  of  the  same  dish  together,  thus  forgiving  and 
forgetting  the  past. 

Sunday,  11th.  Every  day  since  my  arrival  at  this  place, 
the  wind  has  blown  up  the  river;  to-day  it  came  around  south 
and  with  rain — wind  settled  at  northwest. 

Monday,  12th.  The  Red  Wing's  son  is  still  here  a  beg- 
ging. He  invited  me  to  talk  with  him  in  council  yesterday. 
This  I  refused,  as  I  did  not  wish  to  be  troubled  with  such  a 
fellow. 

Tuesday,  13th.    Much  rain  this  morning;  wind  southwest. 

Wednesday,  14th.  Some  Winnebagoes  arrived  from  head- 
waters of  Rocky  river  and  Portage  of  Ouisconsin.  These  fel- 
lows are  scientific  beggars.    Wind  north. 

Thursday,  15th.  Yesterday  evening  the  Red  Wing's  son's 
band  of  Sioux  Indians  set  out  for  their  homes,  and  I  am  glad 
of  it,  for  they  are  a  troublesome  set  of  beggars.  The  wind 
Mows  hard  from  the  north  to-day,  which  makes  it  much  cooler 
than  it  has  been  for  many  days  before. 

Friday,  IGth.  The  wind  continue  to  blow  bafd  from  the 
north,  and  the  wealher  is  still  cool.  Two  men  arrived  this 
evening  from  Green  Bay  in  a  canoe. 

Saturday,  17th.  Mr.  Boufcillier  arrived  here  to-dajf  from 
Green  Bay.    Mr.  Shaw*  also  arrived  here  lo  d;iv  from  Si. 

•Col.  John  siiaw,  wImso  Narrative  ma;  be  found  in  the  '-'.i  vol  of  WU  HM 

Colleotiona,  :\ml  who  <1l('(l  at  St.  Math*.   WU  ,  ,\n<.  81,   18T1,  In  hlfl  BOtfa   J  Lf 

Be  was  never  married,  and  hie  uiv  was  one  of  mucb  activity  and  romantic 
Interest.  L  C,  n 
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Louis  in  a  canoe,  having  left  his  horses  at  Rocky  Island.  He 
informs  me  that  he  left  Bell  Fontaine  on  the  15th  ult. ;  that 
the  recruits  destined  for  Mississippi  set  out  on  the  day  before 
and  may  be  expected  shortly. 

Sunday,  ISth.  Took  a  ride  out  in  the  country.  Found 
some  of  the  situations  handsome,  but  the  farmers  are  poor 
hands  at  cultivation.  Flour,  $10  per  cwt. ;  corn,  $3  per  bushel ; 
eggs,  $1  per  doz;  chickens,  $1  to  $1.25  a  couple.  Butter, 
none  made. 

Monday,  10th.  A  little  rain,  and  cool  all  day.  Mr.  Shaw 
left  to-day  to  return  home. 

Tuesday,  20th.    A  little  rain  to-day. 

Wednesday,  21st.  Winds  fair  for  boats  coming  up  the  river, 
and  little  rain  to-day. 

Thursday,  22  d.  A  fine  wind  up  the  river  to-day,  with  much 
rain.  The  old  Red  Wing,  a  Sioux  chief,  with  about  twenty 
of  his  followers,  arrived  to-day.  This  is  another  begging  ex- 
pedition. 

Friday,  23d.  The  wind  still  up  the  river,  with  some  rain. 
The  old  Red  Wing  and  I  had  a  long  talk,  and  as  I  supposed, 
the  whole  purport  was  begging. 

Saturday,  21th.  Having  heard  much  talk  about  Carver's 
claim  to  land  at  or  near  St.  Peter's  river,  and  understandiug  that 
the  Red  Wing  knew  or  said  something  about  it  last  year;  curi- 
osity led  me  to  make  enquiries  of  him,  having  now  an  opportu- 
nity. He  told  me  he  remembered  of  hearing  his  father  say, 
that  lands  lying  on  the  east  side  of  Lake  Pepin,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  old  wintering  places,  were  given  to  an  English- 
man; that  he  is  now  an  old  man  (about  sixty  years  of  age), 
and  does  not  himself  remember  the  transactions,  I  wished  to 
Continue  the  conversation,  but  the  old  man  did  not  like  it,  and 
therefore  I  did  not  press  it. 

Sunday,  25th.    Wind  north,  and  a  warm  day. 

Monday,  26th.  Captain  Hickman  and  family  lefl  this  plaoe 
to-day  in  an  open  boat  for  St.  Louis.  Wind  north,  and  another 
warm  day. 
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Tuesday,  27th.    Another  warm  day.    No  news  of  any  kind. 

Wednesday,  28th.    A  boat  arrived  here  from  Green  Bay. 

Thursday,  29th.  This  is  the  warmest  day  I  have  experi- 
enced this  season,  although  there  blew  a  hard  wind  up  the 
river  all  day. 

Friday,  30th.  Yesterday  evening  the  war  party  of  Foxes, 
who  had  been  on  the  hunt  for  some  of  the  Sioux  of  the 
interior,  returned  without  finding  any.  Much  wind  and  rain 
this  morniug.  I  returned  Mr.  Moore  three  dollars,  which 
Mr.  Aird  gave  me  last  September,  to  buy  him  some  articles, 
which  could  not  be  procured. 

Saturday,  31st.  Wind  light  up  the  river;  no  boats,  no  re- 
cruits, no  news,  nor  anything  else  from  St.  Louis. 

Sunday,  August  1.  Major  Marston  set  out  to-day  early 
with  twenty-seven  troops  in  three  boats  to  garrison  Fort  Arm- 
strong at  Rocky  Island.  The  boat  which  brought  the  sutler's 
goods  from  Green  Bay  a  few  days  since,  set  out  to-day  to  re- 
turn home.    Some  rain  to-day;  weather  warm. 

Monday,  2d.  Thank  God  a  boat  loaded  with  ordnance  and 
stores  of  different  kinds  arrived  to-day,  and  said  a  provision 
boat  would  arrive  to-morrow,  but  no  news  of  the  recruits. 

Tuesday,  3d.    Weather  warm  with  some  rain. 

Wednesday,  4th.  This  morning  the  provision  boat  ar- 
rived. ~No  news  from  St.  Louis.  This  boat  brings  news  of 
having  passed  a  boat  with  troops  on  board  destined  for  this 
place.    Some  of  the  men  say  two  boats.    Some  rain  to-day. 

Thursday,  5th.  Much  rain  last  night.  Colonel  Leaven- 
worth is  determined  to  set  out  on  the  7th,  if  things  can  be  got 
ready  for  the  expedition  to  St.  Peters.  The  Colonel  has  very 
properly,  in  my  opinion,  engaged  the  tWO  large  boats  m>\v  here, 
with  as  many  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  bonis  as  will  remain 
to  accompany  the  expedition,  their  contents  being  wanted 
for  the  new  establishment  at  St.  Peters.  Without  the  assist- 
ance of  these  two  boats,  it  would  appear  impossible  for  the  ex- 
pedition to  go  on. 

Friday,    6th.     Yesterday    evening   some    Frenchmen  who 
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would  not  agree  to  go  any  farther  up  the  Mississippi,  set 
out  for  St  Louis  in  a  bark  canoe.  This  morning,  eight  dis- 
charged soldiers  set  out  from  this  place  for  St.  Louis  in  a  skiff. 

Saturday,  7th.  Every  exertion  was  made  to  get  off  to-day; 
but  impossible.    A  fine  wind  up  the  river. 

Sunday,  8th.  This  morning  the  Colonel  told  me  that  he 
would  be  ready  in  an  hour,  and  about  eight  o'clock  we  set  out 
for  river  St.  Peter's.  The  troops,  consisting  of  98  rank  and 
file,  in  fourteen  batteaux  and  two  large  boats,  loaded  with  pro- 
visions and  ordnance,  and  stores  of  different  kinds,  as  also  my 
boat  and  a  barge  belonging  to  the  Colonel,  making  seventeen 
boats;  and  in  the  whole,  08  soldiers  and  about  20  boatmen. 
I  felt  myself  quite  relieved  when  we  got  under  way.  We 
made  to-day  18  miles. 

Monday,  0th.  Set  out  early.  A  thick  fog;  it  cleared 
away  and  a  fair  wind  sprung  up,  when  at  times  Ave  made  great 
headway.  We  this  day  found  the  body  of  A.  Aunger,  and 
buried  it.  We  encamped  a  little  below  Iowa  river,  having 
come  to-day  35  miles. 

Tuesday,  10th.  This1  day  we  set  out  late,  and  stopped  some 
time  with  the  Bourgne,  or  One-Eyed  Sioux,*  and  his  follow- 


*  His  Indian  name  was  Tabmie,  his  French  name  L'Original  Leve,  and  his 
English,  The  Rising  Moose;  though  often  called  Tah-mah-haw,  and  sometimes 
the  "Old  Priest,"  as  he  was  a  great  talker  on  all  occasions.  He  figured  in  the 
treaty  hetween  the  Sioux  and  Lieut.  Z.  M.  Pike,  in  Sept.,  1805.  He  was  long  re- 
markable among  the  Sioux,  and  it  was  his  greatest  pride  and  hnasr.  that  he  wns 
the  only  American  in  his  tribe,  all  the  rest  siding  with  the  British  in  the  War 
of  1812.  One  other  Sioux,  1 1 ay-pee-dan,  of  Wnkoty's  hand,  also  Rifled  with  the 
Americans.  When,  in  1814,  Capt.  Yeiser's  gun-boat  descended  the  Mississippi  to 
St.  Louis,  after  the  surrender  of  Prairie  du  Ohien  this  friendly  One-Eyed  Sioux 
was  on  board,  and  behaved  most  gallantly  when  the  boat  was  Httacked  by  British 
artillery.  Gen.  Win.  Clark,  the  General  Agent  for  the  Northwestern  Indians, 
gave  him  in  1814,  a  commission  as  a  chief  of  the  Red  Wing  band  of  Sionix, 
which  was  originally  a  part  of  Wabashaw's  band.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  the 
One-K'yed  Sioux  and  Hay-nee-dan,  ascended  the  Missouri  under  the  protection  of 
the  well  known  trader  Manuel  Lisa,  as  far  as  the  An  Jacques  river,  whence  these 
two  Indian  emissaries  struck  across  the  country,  and  at  length  arrived  at  Prairie 
(hi  Ohien,  when  Col.  Robert  Dickson,  the  great  British  leader,  accosted  the  One- 
Eyed  Sioux  as  to  where  he  came  from,  and  What  was  his  business  in  visiting 
Prairie  du  Chlen,  rudely  pullin'g  his  bundle  from  his  back,  and  examining  it  for 
fetters.  He  frankly  replied  that  he  had  come  from  St.  r.ouis  and  had  promised 
the  white  Chiefs  there  that  he  would  pro  to  Prairie  du  Clllen,  and  that  lie  li:id  kept 

his  promise.  Dickson  then  placed  him  in  confinement  for  further  examination, 
threatening  him  wilh  death;  but  the  faithful  chief  would  divulge  no  information, 
Rid  Bald  he  was  ready  for  death  if  they  chose  to  kill  him.  He  was  thrown  Into 
a  dungeon  and  confined  there  a  considerable  time;  ha  I  finding  htm  unyielding, 
they  at  length  liberated  him  and  sent  him  nway.  lie  set  out  In  Hie  depth  of 
winter  and  visited  (he  different  bands  of  the  Sioux,  using  every  Influence  to  de- 
tach them  from  the  British  interest,  and  again  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Chlen,  and 
found  thai  Dickson  had  departed  for  Mackinaw  on  the  opening  of  navigation. 
Be  remained  there  sometime,  and  witnessed  the  evacuation  of  the  fort  by 
tiie  British,  who  left  behind  them  the  cannon,  but  returned  a  nlghl  or  (wo  after 
wards,  and  took  the  guns  away,  and  fired  the  fort.  This  brave  fellow  went  into 
toe  burning  fort,  and  brought  off  the  American  flag  and  an  American  medal,  ami 

repaired  to  Gov.  Clark  and  St.  Louis,  with  Hie  Intelligence  of  the  departure  of 

Ike  British.     'the  One  eyed  Sioux  was  still   alive  as  jatC  as    1854,     N<  <     1/ 1 

Ooeette,  June  17,  1815,  and  Neill's  Minnesota. 
14 
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ers  who  had  come  from  their  village  on  the  Iowa  river,  and 
placed  themselves  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  to  be  in 
readiness'  to  receive  anything  we  might  have  to  give  them.  I 
gave  them  a  little  powder  and  milkj  they  agreeing  with  me 
that  it  was  better  to  give  the  blankets,  etc.,  to  the  Indians 
above,  as  they  were  most  in  want.  We  encamped  opposite 
Raccoon  Creek.  Distance  to-day  twenty-two  miles;  we  were 
assisted  by  the  wind  to-day. 

Wednesday,  11th.  We  set  out  early  this  morning,  but  lost 
some  time  at  breakfast,  and  wo  also  lost  the  wind,  as  it  fell. 
Some  rain  to-day.  Encamped  about  three  miles  above  Bandy 
Prairie.    Distance  to-day  eighteen  miles. 

Thursday,  12th.  The  wind  ahead.  The  large  boats  detained 
us  much  to-day,  yet  we  made  twenty-one  miles,  and  encamped 
six  miles  below  La  Moniaine,  qui  trempe  a  Veau. 

Friday,  13th.  We  set  out  early.  The  Mississippi  begins  to 
become  more  shallow.  The  provision  boat  occasions  much 
trouble  to-day,  owing  to  her  being  very  heavily  laden.  We 
made  the  Leaf's  village  this  evening,  a  distance  of  only  twelve 
miles.  On  my  arrival  to-day,  I  had  a  talk  with  the  Leaf.  I 
told  him  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  sent  me 
to  acquaint  the  S'ioux  Indians  that  these  troops  which  he  saw 
encamped  on.  that  island,  were  sent  up  to  build  a  fort  at  the 
mouth  of  river  St.  Peter's;  that  he  must  not  think  that  any- 
thing bad  was  intended;  that  a  fort  at  St.  Peter's  would  answer 
two  purposes  for  the  Sioux — first,  it  would  be  a  place  that  any 
little  thing  they  might  want  repaired  by  the  blacksmith  would 
be  done  for  them,  and  also  be  a  place  of  trade;  secondly,  their 
enemies  would  not  be  allowed  to  injure  any  of  the  Sioux  Indi- 
ans at  or  near  the  fort,  but  at  the  s-amo  time  the  Sioux  must 
not  injure  any  Ohippewas  that  might,  visit  the  fort  ;  that  if 
their  Great  Father,  the  President,  meant  thorn  any  harm,  ho 
would  not  send  a  man  of  my  years,  having  90  many  gray  hairs 
in  his  head  as  I  have,  to  do  anything  but.  wha!  w&9  good.  Here 
(pointing  to  Col.  Leavenworth)  is  the  child'  of  the  soldiers 
belonging  to  your  Great  Father;  should,  at  any  time,  any  of 

t  Whisky.  1    C.  IX 
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his  young  men  do  anything  wrong,  complain  to  him.  He  will 
render  you  every  justice  in  'his  power,  and  both  him  and  my- 
self will  expect  that  if  any  of  your  young  men  should  do 
what  is  not  right,  you,  as  the  head  chief,  will  render  justice 
equally  in  the  same  way  when  the  Colonel  complains  to  you. 

The  river  Mississippi  is  free  as  much  so  for  you  as  for  any 
other  Indians,  and  I  hope  all  boats  or  craft  of  any  kind  belong- 
ing to  white  people,  or  any  white  people  travelling  by  land 
through  your  country,  will  not  be  molested,  but  allowed  to  pa33 
and  repass  as  they  may  think  proper. 

You  must  remember  that  all  the  white  people  on  the  other 
side  of  the  great  waters  are  now  at  peace,  and  your  Great  Fa- 
ther, the  President  of  the  United  States,  is  also  at  peace  with 
all  the  world.  Yet  he  is  prepared  for  war.  He  has  many 
soldiers,  and  at  one  blow  from  his  whistle  he  can  get  as  many 
more  soldiers  as  he  wants.  He  has  many  vessels  'on  the  great 
waters,  and  every  year  is  building  more.  He  don't  wish  for 
war,  and  is  not  the  first  to  begin,  but  will  not  lay  still  and  allow 
his  young  men  to  bo  killed  without  revenging  them.  You  may 
suppose  the  President  has  not  forgot  your  assisting  the  British 
in  the  last  war;  but  in  this  you  are  wrong  if  you  think  so. 
You  have  made  a  treaty  of  peace  with  your  Great  Father,  and 
everything  is  over;  but  beware  of  the  bad  birds  that  come 
from  that  northern  quarter.  When  they  tell  you,  or  want  to 
tell  you  anything  that  you  think  is  bad,  put  your  fingers  in 
your  ears.  I  could  talk  to  you  all  day,  and  all  night  too,  on 
this  subject,  but  it  would  bo  telling  you  things  that  you 
know  as  well  as  I  do.  I  have  only  to  say,  that  I  have  put  you 
in  the  straight  path,  and  if  you  leave  it,  or  make  it  OTOOked, 
it  will  not  1)0  my  fault.  Remember  well  what  I  haw  thi~  day 
told  you,  and  all  news  that  I  may  hear  that  relates  to  you,  I 
will  always  make  you  acquainted  with.  Hero  is  a  blanket,  a 
pipe  of  tobacco,  and  some  powder.  It  IS  but  Little,  hut  you 
well  know  that  I  have  many  children  to  see  before  1  return 
home,  and  I  must,  give  every  one  a  little. 

Ho  accepted  of  the  presents  with  thanks,  and,  after  sun- 
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down,  he  came  aboard  of  my  boat  to  visit  me,  and  conversed 
on  many  subjects.  This  man  is  no  beggar,  nor  does  he  drink, 
and  perhaps  I  may  say  he  is  the  on]y  man  in  the  Sioux  nation 
of  this  description. 

Saturday,  14th.  All  the  boats  set  out  early  this  morning. 
As  each  boat  passed  the  village,  they  returned  the  salute  of 
yesterday.  The  channel  of  the  river  is  becoming  more  diffi- 
cult, and  the  large  boats  were  much  impeded  to-day.  Al- 
though we  had  a  fair  wind  part  of  the  day,  we  only  came 
twelve  miles,  and  encamped  on  an  island  near  the  Tumbling 
Kock. 

Sunday,  15th.  A  head  wind  to-day,  and  being  detained  by 
the  provision  boat,  encamped  a  mile  above  Driftwood  river,  a 
distance  of  ten  miles. 

Monday,  16th.  Set  out  early.  Great  appearance  of  wind. 
Hoisted  sail;  but  of  little  use.  Encamped  at  the  Grand  En- 
campment, having  come  to-day  twenty  miles. 

Tuesday,  17th.  We  set  out  in  a  great  fog,  and  made  the 
lower  end  of  Lake  Pepin,  a  distance  only  of  nine  miles.  We 
encamped  early  for  two  reasons;  first,  because  we  had  not 
time  to  cross  the  lake;  secondly,  because  the  soldiers  had  to 
draw  provisions  and  wash  their  dirty  linen. 

Wednesday,  18th.  This  day  was  calm  and  warm.  We 
crossed  Lake  Pepin  with  ease,  and  encamped  about  two  miles 
below  the  Eed  Wing's  village.  Distance  to-day,  twenty-two 
miles. 

Thursday,  19th.  We  set  out  early  this  morning.  Had  a 
little  talk  with  the  Red  Wing  at  his  village.  Gave  him  some 
goods.  He'  was  much  pleased  with  his  present.  His  loo  is 
exactly  what  I  took  him  to  be — a  trifling,  begging,  discon- 
tented fellow.  The  weather  was  very  warm  today;  not  a 
breath  of  air  stirring,  and  one  of  my  men  sick,  yet  wo  made 
out  to  come  twenty-four  miles,  and  encamped  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  St.  Oroix.  This  is  a  large  river,  and  1  am  told  heads 
near  to  Lake  Superior. 

Friday,  20th.    We  set  out  tfais  morning  in  a- calm.  About 
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12  o'clock  the  wind  blew  up  fair  but  light,  yet  the  air  wa3 
much  refreshed.  We  encamped  this  evening  at  Medicine! 
Wood,  a  distance  of  twenty-four  miles.  The  big  boats  did  not 
get  up  until  after  sundown.  Medicine  Wood  takes  its  name 
from  a  large  beech  tree,  which  kind  of  wood  the  Sioux  are  not 
acquainted  with,  and  supposing  that  the  Great  Spirit  ba  3 
placed  it  there  as  a  genii  to  protect  or  punish  them  according 
to  their  merits  or  demerits. 

Saturday,  21st.  Again  we  were  early  under  way  this  morn- 
ing. The  day  was  rainy,  and  the  wind  nearly,  and  in  some 
places  quite,  ahead,  yet  the  Colonel  in  his  barge,  and  I  in  my 
boat,  made  out  to  get  to  Little  Crow's  village,  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  distance  of  twenty-one  miles.  We 
had  a  talk  with  Little  Crow.  His  independent  manner,  I 
like.  I  made  him  a  very  handsome  present,  for  which  he  was 
very  thankful,  and  said  it  was  more  than  he  expected. 

Sunday,  2 2d.  Yesterday  evening  the  Colonel  descended  to 
his  camp,  and  said  he  would  be  up  with  the  expedition  early 
this  morning;  but  a  very  hard  wind  ahead  prevented  the  boats 
from  being  able  to  stem  the  current,  and  continued  so  all  day. 
I  was  anxious  to  go  on,  as  we  were  only  fifteen  miles  from  St. 
Peter's. 

Monday,  23d.  All  the  boats  got  up  by  8  o'clock,  and  after 
breakfast  we  set  out,  and  I  pushed  on  by  myself,  and  arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  St.  Peter's  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
This  is  the  second  day  I  have  been  unwell. 

Tuesday,  24th.  This  morning  Col.  Leavenworth  arrived 
in  his  barge,  and  was  busily  employed  almost  all  day  in  find- 
ing a  proper  place  to  make  an  establishment.  Eh  at  Idgth 
pitched  on  a  place  immediately  at  the  mouth  of  St.  lYlcr's 
river,  on  its  right  bank,  where,  on  the  arrival  of  the  soldiers, 
they  were  immediately  set  to  work  in  making  roads  up  tks 
bank  of  the  river,  cutting  down  trees,  etc.  1  have  been  wit 
ill  to-day. 

Wednesday,  25th.  Yesterday  evening  Pihichon  and  the 
White  Bustard  arrived  with  many  followers,    and  Wished 
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ine  to  go  to  work  immediately ;  but  it  being  late,  and  I  being 
very  unwell,  I  put  business  oft'  until  to-day,  when  after  a  long 
talk  I  gave  them,  a  very  handsome  present,  and  they  returned 
home  apparently  satisfied. 

Thursday,  2u'th.  Yesterday  evening  three  chiefs  arrived 
with  many  followers,  viz:  The  Six,  whose  village  is  thirty 
miles  up  the  river  St.  Peter's;  the  Arrow,  twenty-four  miles 
still  higher,  and  the  Killiew  (thus  named  from  a  species  of 
eagle)  whose  village  is  six  miles  still  higher.  They  wished  to 
go  about  business  immediately;  but  it  was  too  late.  This 
morning  we  met  and  had  some  talk,  but  I  by  no  means'  liked 
the  countenance  of  Mr.  Six,  nor  did  I  like  his  talk;  I  gave 
them  the  remainder  of  my  goods,  yet  the  Six  wanted  more. 
Not  having  any  more,  they  had  to  do  without.  I  found  on 
enquiring  that  Air.  Six  is  a  good-for-nothing  fellow,  and  rather 
gives  bad  counsel  to  his  young  men  than  otherwise.  In  all 
my  talks  with  those  Indians,  I  generally  told  them  the  same  I 
told  the  Leaf;  and  in  all  cases  I  had  to  give  each  band  a  little 
whisky.  These  are  the  last  Indians  I  am  to  see  in  this  quarter; 
therefore,  I  am  done  with  the  Sioux  for  this  year. 

Friday,  27th.  Much  rain  last  night,  and  very  blustering 
to-day,  which  prevents  my  going  up  to  visit  the  Falls,  being  a 
distance  of  nine  miles. 

Saturday,  28th.  I  set  out  early  this  morning,  accompanied 
by  Col.  Leavenworth,  Major  Vose,  Dr.  Purcell,  Lt.  Clark 
and  Mrs.  Gooding,  to  visit  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony.  My 
boat  being  strong  manned,  we  made  good  headway,  but  .the 
more -we  approached  the  Falls,  the  stronger  the  rapids  became. 
I  left  the  boat  with  one  man  to  guard  it,  and  we  set  cut  by 
land,  having  only  a  distance  of  one  mile  to  \v;ilk  to  iho  Falls. 
In  going  out  of  a  thick  woods  into  a  small  prairie,  we  had  a 
full  view  of  the  Falls  from  one  side  to  tin;  other,  a  distance  of 
about  four  or  live  hundred  yards.  The  slgh<  to  me  was  beauti- 
ful; the  white  sheet  of  water  falling  perpendicularly,  aa  1 

should  suppose,  about  twenty  feet  —  but  (Jen.  Tile  says  he 
measured  and  found  it  sixteen  and  a  half  Peel     over  the  differ- 
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ent  precipices ;  in  other  parts,  rolls  of  water,  at  different  dis- 
tances, falling  like  so  many  silver  cords,  while  about  the 
island  large  bodies  of  water  were  rushing  through  great  blocks 
of  rocks,  tumbling  every  way,  as  if  determined  to  make  war 
against  anything  that  dared  to  approach  them.  All  this  was 
astonishing  to  me  who  never  saw  the  like  before.  After  view- 
ing the  Falls  from  the  prairie  for  some  time,  we  approached 
nearer,  and  by  the  time  we  got  up  to  the  Falls,  the  noise  of 
the  falling  water  appeared  to  me  to  be  awful.  I  sat  down  on 
the  bank  and  feasted  my  eyes,  for  a  considerable  time,  in  view- 
ing the  falling  waters,  and  the  rushing  of  large  torrents 
through  and  among  the  broken  and  large  blocks  of  rocks, 
thrown  in  every  direction  by  some  great  convulsion  of  nature. 
Several  of  the  company  crossed  over  to  the  Island  above  the 
Falls,  the  water  being  shallow.  The  company  having  returned 
from  the  island,  they  told  me  that  they  had  attempted  to  cross 
over  tho  channel  on  the  other  side  of  the  island,  but  the  water 
was  too  deep,  and  they  say  the  greatest  quantity  of  water  de- 
scends on  the  other  or  northeast  side  of  the  island.  We  pro- 
ceeded to  the  boat  and  em'barked  and  was  down  at  the  en- 
campment at  sundown. 

Sunday,  20th.  I  this  day  accompanied  Col.  Leavenworth 
in  his  barge  up  the  St.  Peter's  river  to  the  White  Bustard 
and  Piniehon's  villages — a  distance  to  the  first  village  of  four 
miles,  and  to  the  second  village  two  miles  higher,  at  which 
the  Colonel  enquired  if  any  horses  were  for  sale.  These  In- 
dians, however,  having  few' horses,  had  none  to  dispose  of. 

Monday,  80th.  Having  fully  finished  my  business,  and  the 
Indians  preparing  to  go  off  to  their  hunting  places,  I  set  out 
to  return  home.  I  left  tho  encampment  ttXMl  ten  o'clock,  and 
made  Medicine  Wood  against  a  hard  head  wind. 

Tuesday,  81  at  J  The  wind  is  si  ill  ahead,  yet  we  worked 
down,  and  came  to  anchor  after  sundown,  at  the  upper  end  01 
Lake  Pepin. 

Wednesday,  Sept.  1st.  Tin's  morning  very  early  we  heard 
the  report  of  a  cannon  on  the  Other  side  of  ;m  island.  Thfl 
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Colonel,  who  was  on  board  of  my  boat,  said,  those  must  be 
the  expected  recruits.  We  immediately  weighed  anchor,  and 
ascended  to  the  upper  part  of  the  island,  to  get  into  the  other 
channel,  and  to  be  ahead  of  the  boats.  We  accordingly  met 
two  large  boats  and  a  batteau  with  120  recruits  on  board, 
bound  to  river  St.  Peter's.  The  Colonel  having  business  with 
the  officers,  we  were  detained  about  two  hours,  and  also,  to  ag- 
gravate us  the  more,  the  wind  was  ahead,  a  very  bad  circum- 
stance for  us  to  cross  Lake  Pepin.  With  much  difficulty,  we 
made  the  little  Point  an  Sable,  where  I  came  to  in  a  good 
harbor,  with  an  expectation  that  the  wind  would  fall  towards 
evening;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  wind  raised  and  blew  hard 
all  night.  I  was  very  uneasy  and  did  not  sleep  all  night. 
After  daylight  I  laid  down,  and  gave  orders  to  the  patroon, 
that  as  soon  as  the  wind  should  fall  sufficiently,  to  set  out  and 
make  the  best  of  our  way. 

Thursday,  2d.  I  awoke  about  8  o'clock  this  morning,  and 
found  the  boat  under  way.  After  doubling  the  great  Point  au 
Sable,  we  worked  well  to  the  windward  shore,  and  then  hoisted 
sail.  The  wind  was  on  our  beam,  and  blew  fresh.  We 
stretched  across  the  lake,  which  was  very  boisterous,  and  we 
shipped  some  water  yet  we  held  our  own  as  to  the  lee  way, 
and  went  on  at  an  amazing  rate,  and  the  wind  served  us  almost 
all  day,  and  found  ourselves  at  sundown  at  the  upper  end  of 
Wing  Prairie  where  we  stopped  to  cook  some  provisions,  having 
come  to-day,  sixty  miles.  We  set  out  as  soon  as  our  provisions 
were  cooked,  and  I  he  men  rowed  a  considerable  distance  down 
and  then  let  the  boat  drive  with  the  current  all  night.  The 
river  is  now  higher  than  when  we  ascended. 

Friday,  3d.  Between  rowing  and  drifting  1;M  night,  we 
came  nine  miles,  and  from  daylight  (<>  sundown  to-day  wv  came 
sixty  miles  more.  Met  Mr.  Robertson  to-day  ascending  tlu> 
river  to  winter  in  river  St.  Peter's.     This  has  been  a  calm  daw 

Saturday,  4th.  The  current  is  strong  in  ibis  pari  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  by  keeping  in  (he  middle  of  (he  cliannol  wo 
drifted  about  twelve  miles,  when  a  gust  compelled  us  to  put  on 
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shore  for  the  remainder  of  the  night;  but  as  soon  as  daylight 
appeared  this  morning;,  we  set  out  with  a  head  wind.  We  met 
Mr.  Moore,  who  returned  back  with  us,  having  forgotten  some 
papery,  and  we  arrived  at  Prairie  du  Chien  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 

Sunday,  5th.  Mr.  Moore  set  out  to-day  in  a  canoe  to  rejoin 
his  boat,  which  he  had  left  yesterday  when  he  met  us.  He  is 
going  up  to  winter  among  the  Yanktons  in  St.  Peter's  river. 

Monday,  6th.  A  warm  day.  I  was  much  astonished  to 
meet  my  old  friend,  G.  E.,  here  on  my  arrival  on  Saturday  last. 
He  gave  me  a  history  of  his  ups  and  downs  since  we  parted, 
about  seventeen  years  ago.  Poor  fellow,  he  has  experienced 
such  days  as  required  much  fortitude  to  support.  During  the 
late  war  he  rendered  much  service  to  the  United  States,  and, 
like  many  good  fellows,  was  poorly  recompensed  for  his 
trouble.  I  wish  him  every  success,  because  he  is  deserving  of 
it.  He  is  now  engaged  largely  in  the  Indian  trade.  He  has  a 
wife  and  six  children- 
Tuesday,  7th.  Much  rain  fell  last  night.  The  Mississippi 
has  been  rising  for  several  days.  This  day  about  11  o'clock 
I  left  Prairie  du  Chien  for  home.  At  sundown  we  had  come 
twenty-seven  miles.    Stopped  to  cook  near  Turkey  river. 

Wednesday,  8th.  Much  rain  again  last  night.  A  fine  wind 
down  the  river  to-day.  What  we  drove  last  night,  and  what 
we  made  by  sailing  to-day,  we  came  eighty-seven  miles. 

Thursday,  Oth.  We  came  during  last  night  and  to-day  to  the 
head  of  Pocky  river  rapids,  being  a  distance  of  sixty-six  miles. 

Friday,  10th.  We  set  out  early;  found  the  water  in  the 
rapids  much  troubled,  and  decently  high  for  the  reason.  Ar- 
rived at  Port  Armstrong.  Major  M.*'  and  Liout.  (i.  behaved 
very  politely  to  me. 

Saturday,  11th.    I  remained  at  Port  Armstrong  until  this 
H&orning,  waiting  for  papers  that  were  t<>  be  put  in  'be  poa!  "t 
Ice  at  St.  Louis.    Set  out;  much  rain  to-day,  and  wind  soma- 
tomes ahead,  yet  we  made  oui  bo  come  by  sundown  fLftj  one 

mil(>s. 


•  Probably  Mujor  Marston. 
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Sunday,  12th.  We  having  got  under. -way  early  this  morn- 
ing with  a  head  wind,  which  continued  hard  all  day;  but  we 
made  the  Flint  Hills,  therefore  we  came  during  last  night  and 
to-day  forty-two  miles. 

Monday,  13th.  We  experienced  a  very  heavy  rain  last  even- 
ing, but  it  cleared  up,  and  we  pushed  off.  Found  this  morn- 
ing we  had  drifted  about  fifteen  miles.  Last  night  we  met  a 
boat  belonging  to  Col.  McNair  near  the  upper  end  of  the  river 
Des  Moines  rapids ;  several  men  sick ;  the  boat  was  lying  ashore 
three  miles  lower  down.  We  saw  another  hoat  on  shore  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  We  arrived  in  the  evening 
at  Fort  Edwards,  where  stopped  a  couple  of  hours.  We  came 
to-day  about  thirty-three  miles. 

Tuesday,  14th.  We  set  out  from  Fort  Edwards  yesterday 
evening  after  sundown  to  drive  with  the  current ;  but  the  wind 
blew  us  on  shore,  where  we  remained  all  night.  Set  out  early 
with  quartern  wind,  we  halted  a  little  after  sundown  six  miles 
below  Saverton,  having  come  to-day  ninety-nine  miles. 

Wednesday,  15th.  We  drifted  last  night  twenty-one  miles. 
Met  Mr.  Belt  a  few  miles  above  Clarksville.  On  my  arrival 
there,  found  Mr.  Pheling  very  unwell  indeed,  and  am  told 
that  there  had  been  many  deaths  at  Louisiaiiaville.  The  peo- 
ple all  through  this  country  are  very  sickly;  at  sundown  we 
were  six  miles  above  Cap  au  Gre,  having  come  last  night  and 
to-night  seventy-two  miles. 

Thursday,  16th.  Having  drifted  about  twelve  miles  last 
night,  and  made  some  narrow  escapes  from  sawyers  at  (he  head 
of  Cap  au  Gre  island,  which  gave  me  much  uneasiness  dur- 
ing the  night,  set  out  early  with  the  intention  of  getting  down 
to  St.  Louis,  if  possible,  for  which  reason  I  Would  not  Stop  at 
Portage  des  Sioux,  and  the  men  worked  hard,  but  Sliding  we 
could  not  arrive  there  until  after  sundown,  1  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  camp  above  Isle  an  Cabare,  not  wishing  to  endanger 
the  boat  in  the  dark. 

Friday,  17th.  We  arrived  at  St.  Louis  about  8  o'clock  thia 
morning,  after  an  absence  <>!'  three  and  a  half  months. 
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From  the  extreme  heat  of  the  summer  I  am  much  surprised 
that  I  and  my  men  were  not  more  sick  than  we  were;  for  let 
any  man  who  is  accustomed  to  travelling  in  a  boat  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi for  three  and  a  half  months  during  a  very  warm  sum- 
mer, drinking  very  bad  water,  sleeping  out  in  the  dews  to 
avoid  being  devoured  by  mosquitoes,  and  to  get  but  little  rest 
during  the  short  nights,  and  say  that  such  hardships  are  not 
sufficient  to  ruin  the  constitution  of  any  man;  and  it  must  be 
people  who  have  been  bred  to  the  like,  who  are  able  to  with- 
stand and  overcome  all  such  hardships.  Col.  Leavenworth 
set  out  from  Prairie  du  Chien  with  98  men;  and  on  his  arrival 
at  the  St.  Peter's,  upwards  of  one-half  were  sick.  These  men 
were  only  sixteen  or  seventeen  days  on  the  water;  what  then 
would  have  been  the  consequence,  if  they  had  been  two  or 
three  months  on  the  water  \  Perhaps  there  would  not  have 
been  a  sufficiency  of  well  men  to  attend  on  the  sick. 

I  had  thought  that  the  country  above  Prairie  du  Chien  was 
equal  at  least  to  the  country  about  the  Prairie;  but  in  this  I 
was  much  mistaken,  for  instead  of  finding  a  fine  country  with 
good  lands,  and  plenty  of  good  timber,  I  found  a  mountainous, 
broken,  rocky  and  sterile  country,  not  fit  for  either  man  or 
beast  to  live  in.  I  did  not  see  either  in  going  up  to  St..  Peter's 
or  coming  down  any  one  kind  of  wild  animal — no,  not  even  a 
squirrel.  I  saw  but  few  ducks;  it  was  not  the  season  for  them, 
it  is  true,  but  I  had  thought  more  might  have  been  seen; 
wild  pigeons  were  plenty;  fish  but  few  to  be  had  from  the 
Indians,  although  there  are  plenty  to  be  caught,  particularly 
in  the  rapids  above  St.  Peter's.  I  cannot  conceive  what  vu  w 
Carver  had  in  getting  lands  from  the  Indians  in  such  an 
inhospitable  region  as  he  did,  not.  that  T  mean  to  say  ktB  claim 
is  good  or  bad  by  any  means;  but  how  a  man  could  BGiect 
such  a  country  is  beyond  my  penetration,  except  that  it  was 
to  look  like  .something  great  on  paper  among  a  people  who 
might  think  the  country  there  described  was  equal  to  their 
own  in  goodness  and  every  thing  else.  I  have.  n<  vor  seen  a 
Copy  of   the  deed   from   the    Indians   to   Carwr;   but    I  am 
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informed  that  two  signatures  only  are  to  the  deed;  one  is  a 
Snake,  the  other  a  Turtle;  when  shown  to  the  Indians  they 
objected  to  the  Turtle,  by  saying  they  had  no  tribe  of  that 
description  in  their  nation,  and  must  be  a  fraud ;  or,  if  marked 
on  the  paper  by  an  Indian,  it  must  have  been  done  by  an 
Indian  of  another  tribe,  or  out  of  a  joke.  One  Indian  only 
that  I  can  find  out,  knows  anything  about  this  claim;  he  says 
that  when  a  boy,  he  remembers  to  have  heard  his  father  say, 
that  an  Englishman  came  among  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  asked 
for  land,  which  was  given  him,  and  he  promised  to  return 
next  year  with  a  large  quantity  of  merchandise  to  give  to  the 
Sioux  Indians,  but  that  they  never  have  seen  this  Englishman 
since.  It  appears  to  me  to  stand  to  reason,  that  a  man  who 
would  promise  to  deliver  8,000  blankets  as  one  article,  as  I  am 
told  the  deed  speaks  for  that  enormous  number,*  would  will- 
ingly promise  any  thing  else. 

■  The  Sioux  Indians  were  celebrated  for  their  hospitality  and 
goodness  toward  strangers,  and  more  particularly  towards  the 
whites.  Anything  that  a  white  man  would  ask  them  was 
granted,  if  it  were  possible  to  do  so.  They  knew  nothing 
about  intrigue,  and  supposed  that  every  person  who  came  to 
their  country  was  a  friend.  Father  Hennepin,  who  was  the 
first  white  man  who  ever  visited  the  upper  parts  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, speaks  of  the  JNTaudowissies  (Sioux)  as  patterns  to  the 
civilized  part  of  creation.  Indeed,  he  speaks  of  them  in  rap- 
tures, as  if  they  were  really  his  own  ancestors.  Everything  that 
a  man  could  say  of  another  set  of  men,  Father  Hennepin  said 
of  the  Sioux;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  they  are  at  the  pres- 
ent day  (1819)  much  altered.  How  this  alteration  has  taken 
place,  or  what  has  occasioned  it,  can  be  attributed  only  to 
their  too  great  intercourse  with  those  whom  wo  call  civilized 
people;  for  I  can  now  safely  say,  that,  whatever  the  Sioux 
might  have  been,  they  are  now  actually  a  poor,  indolent, 
beggarly,  drunken  set  of  Indians  and  cowards.  You  can  >co 
nothing  of  the  genuine  Indian  in  them.    You  sec  nothing  of 


•  By  reference  to  the  deed,  it  will  be  soon  that  Major  Forsyth  w.13  ml*  Informed 
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that  Indian  independence,  or  of  that  enterprising  character  as 
hunters  or  warriors,  nor  do  you  see  a  robust,  stout,  able-bodied 
people  who  may  be  found  in  more  southern  latitudes. 

1  mentioned  to  Little  Crow,  one  of  the  principal  chiefs  of 
the  Sioux  Indians,  the  barbarous  war  that  existed  between 
them  and  the  Chippewas,  and  if  there  was  not  a  possibility  of 
bringing  about  a  peace  between  the  two  nations.  He  observed 
that  a  peace  could  easily  be  made,  but  said  it  is  better  for  us 
to  carry  on  the  war  in  the  way  we  do,  than  to  make  peace,  be- 
cause, he  added,  we  lose  a  man  or  two  in  the  course  of  a  year, 
and  we  kill  as  many  of  the  enemy  during  the  same  time;  and 
if  we  were  to  make  peace,  the  Chippewas  would  over-run  all 
the  country  lying  between  the  Mississippi  and  Lake  Superior, 
and  have  their  villages  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  itself. 
In  this  case  we,  the  Sioux,  would  lose  all  our  hunting  grounds 
on  the  north-east  side  of  the  river;  why  then,  said  he,  should 
we  give  up  such  an  extensive  country  to  another  nation  to  save 
the  lives  of  a  man  or  two  annually.  I  know,  said  he,  it  is  not 
good  to  go  to,  or  make  war  too  much,  or  against  too  many  peo- 
ple. But  this  is  a  war  for  land  which  must  always  exist  if  the 
Sioux  Indians  remain  in  the  same  opinion  that  now  guides 
them.  I  found  the  Indian's  reason  so  good,  that  I  said  no 
more  on  the  subject  to  him. 

To  give  an  idea  of  their  mode  of  carrying  on  war,  I  will  here 
cite  one  instance  of  the  cowardly  disposition  of  the  Sioux  In- 
dians. When  I  arrived  at  the  Little  Crow's  village,  he  told  me 
that  a  party  of  fifty  of  his  young  men  had  gone  off  to  war  five 
days  before,  and  expected  them  back  in  a  few  days.  After  my 
arrival  at  the  river  St.  Peter's,  I  was  informed  that  the  war 
party  had  got  back,  and  reported  that  they  fell  in  with  two  Chip- 
pewas, at  whom  the  whole  fifty  fired  at  one  time,  killing  cue 
ami  wounding  the  other,  who  got  behind  a  tree,  and  there  the 
fifty  Sioux  left  him.     Thus,  you  see,  the  bravery  of  the  Sioux. 

Much  has  been  written,  and  much  more  lias  been  said  about 
the  different  customs  ami  manners  of  the  Indians,  and  a  man 
well  acquainted  with  them  might  write  volumes  respecting  the 


214  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [vol.  vi 


Indians,  and  many  people  would  think  them  fabulous;  but  let 
any  man  go  and  live  with  the  Indians,  and  he  will  find  that 
they  follow  the  old  Jewish  customs  and  manners.  They  may, 
in  some  things,  differ  from  the  Jewish  customs,  but  not  materi- 
ally. Those  Indians  who  have  had  less  intercourse  with  the 
whites,  their  customs  and  manners,  come  nearest  the  Jewish 
customs.  It  is  very  well  known  that  Indians  who  never  saw 
white  people,  all  agree  that  there  is  a  Good  and  Evil  Spirit; 
the  former,  they  say,  is  too  good  to  trouble  himself  about  the 
poor  mortals  of  the  earth,  but  that  the  Evil  Spirit  is  always 
waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  injure  them  or  to  instigate  them 
to  do  mischief. 

To  a  stranger  it  would  seem  odd,  that  all  the  Indians  are  so 
much  attached  to  the  British  Government ;  but  to  a  man  who 
is  well  acquainted  with  Indians,  this  can  be  easily  accounted 
for.  The  British  Government  will  not  appoint  any  man  to 
the  place  of  Indian  Agent,  without  he  can  speak  some  one 
of  the  Indian  languages.  In  this  case  it  is  to  be  supposed, 
that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  In- 
dians. All  the  goods  for  the  Indian  trade  are  British  goods; 
and  as  American  traders  are  always  for  cheap  articles,  of 
course  they  are  inferior.  Poor  goods  are  always  regarded  as 
of  American  manufacture.  A  man  is  appointed  an  agent  in 
the  interior  of  the  Union,  who  perhaps  never  saw  an  Indian  un- 
til he  came  to  the  agency.  How,  then,  can  it  be  supposed  that 
a  man  who  knows  nothing  about  Indians,  can  do  anything 
with  them?  Alas!  it  is  in  this  way  that  treaties  are  made  by 
men  who  do  not  know  the  Indian  character,  and  promise  fifty 
things  to  the  Indians  with  a  prior  intention  to  put  them  off.  It 
will  not  answer.  If  we  follow  the  golden  rule,  to  "do  unto 
Others  as  we  would  wish  to  be  done  by,  we  will  soon  see  the 
good  effects  of  such  humane  treatment; -but  as  long  as  we  con- 
tinue to  pursue  our  present  ignoranl  system  of  Indian  affairs, 
we  will  always  be  in  the  dark,  and  the  hatred  of  the  Indian 
race  will  bo  handed  down  to  successive  generations.    What  an 

alteration  would   we  perceive  in   the    Indians   if  they  wore 
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treated  according  to  the  old  Perm  system  of  former  times. 
The  followers  of  George  Fox  and  William  Penn  could  do 
much  for  the  poor  aborigines,  and  if  they  were  on  our  fron- 
tiers, instead  of  the  present  race  of  beings,  much  good  would 
result  to  the  whites  as  well  as  to  the  Indians. 


Maj.  Thomas  Forsyth  to  Gov.  William  Clark* 

Sr.  Louis,  Sept.  23,  1819; 
Sometime  in  the  month  of  May  last,  I  was  informed  that  the 
5th  Regiment  of  Infantry  was  ordered  from  Detroit  by  way  of 
Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  to  build  a  fort  at  the  mouth 
of  St.  Peter's  river,  and  I  was  also  told  that  Col.  Atkinson  had 
been  enquiring  if  I  had  set  out  for  Prairie  du  Chien,  saying  I 
would  be  late  if  I  did  not  soon  do  so.  I  immediately  made 
the  necessary  arrangements  and  left  this  place  to  ascend  the 
Mississippi  the  beginning  of  June,  and  took  and  delivered  to 
the  Sauks  and  Foxes  at  Port  Armstrong  their  annuities  for 
1818;  a  receipted  invoice  of  these  goods  I  have  forwarded  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  as  by  your  direction. 

After  I  had  delivered  the  goods,  I  demanded  of  the  Sauk 
chiefs  the  trunk  containing  the  clothes  and  money,  said  to  have 
been  taken  from  an  officer  by  a  Sauk  Indian  named  the  Big 
Eagle,  and  others  of  the  same  nation,  last  spring,  on  the  Mis- 
souri river;  and  in  the  affray  it  was  said  that  Hie  Big  Eagle 
was  wounded  in  the  head.  I  can  assure  you,  that  this  chief 
had  not  been  wounded  when  I  saw  him  in  June  last,  and  from 
llu!  best  information  I  could  collect,  the  Saubs  must  have  left 
the  Missouri  river,  previous  to  the  time  the  officer  was  said  to 
have  been  robbed.  A  soldier,  the  only  person  who  was  with 
the  officer  when  this  affair  happened,  lolls  a  very  different  story 
i<>  what  was  told  you.  The  Sauk  chief 9  denied  of  ever  having 
beard  of  this  offence,  and  declared  in  public  council  before  the 
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officer  commanding  and  others,  that  if  any  of  their  people  had 
done  anything  amiss,  they,  the  chiefs,  would  be  the  first  to  ac- 
quaint me  of  it,  or  restore  the  property  thus  taken. 

According  to  orders  I  received  from  the  War  Department,  I 
made  a  handsome  present  to  the  two  brothers  of  the  Sauk  In- 
dian who  was  killed  by  Samuel  Thompson  last  winter,  near 
Bear  Creek,  Pike  county,  in  this  territory.  This  I  did  in 
presence  of  the  chiefs,  telling  them  if  they  accepted  of  the 
goods,  never  to  say  hereafter  that  an  American  had  killed 
their  brother.  They  accepted  of  the  goods,  and  we  parted  ap- 
parently contented.  My  business  finished  with  these  Indians, 
I  immediately  set  out  for  Prairie  du  Chien,  after  giving  them 
all  the  few  presents  I  had — still  they  wanted  more;  the  sick, 
lame  and  lazy  were  brought  down  to  my  boat  for  me  to  take 
pity  on  them,  if  not  in  goods,  something  to  eat  would  be  ac- 
ceptable. 

On  my  arrival  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  I  found  the  5th  Eegiment 
had  arrived  there  from  Detroit  a  few  days  before ;  and  the  com- 
manding officer,  Col.  Leavenworth,  told  me  that  as  soon  as 
his  recruits  would  arrive,  as  well  as  ordnance  and  stores,  he 
would  immediately  proceed  on  to  make  the  establishment  at 
the  mouth  of  St.  Peter's.  I  waited  some  time  at  the  Prairie 
for  these  supplies.  During  which  time  the  Sioux  Indians, 
having  heard  of  my  ascending  the  Mississippi,  were  continu- 
ally coming  down  from  the  different  villages  to  see  me,  with 
the  expectation  of  receiving  some  presents.  In  this  they  were 
disappointed,  as  I  told  them  all  that  I  would  speak  to  them  at 
their  villages,  and  make  them  some  presents,  so  that  every  one 
might  have  a  share.  Finding  that  they  could  not  obtain  goods, 
then  they  began  to  beg  for  provisions  ;md  some  liquor.  I 
thought  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  Service  to  give  them 
Some,  which  was  issued  on  my  return,  being  countersigned  by 
the  commanding  officer,  not  wishing  that  tiny  should  go  ;iw.iv 
home  dissatisfied.  Indeed  your  friend,  the  Bourgne,  or  One 
Eyed  Sioux^  told  me,  that  if  you  were  present  you  would  be 
more  liberal. 
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Two  boats  arriving,  one  loaded  with  provisions,  the  other 
with  ordnance  stores  of  different  kinds,  and  no  accounts  of  any 
recruits  being  on  the  way,  Col.  Leavenworth  immediately 
decided  on  going  up  to  St.  Peter's  with  what  men  he  could 
conveniently  spare  from  Prairie  du  Chien.  As  soon  as  things 
could  be  got  ready,  the  expedition  set  out,  composed  of  98  sol- 
diers and  about  20  boatmen.  The  Bourgne  or  the  One-Eyed 
Sioux's  village  is  on  the  Iowa  river,  some  eighteen  leagues 
above  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  hearing  of  the  expedition  on  the 
way  up,  he  and  his  followers  placed  themselves  on  the  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  when  I  halted,  and  gave  them  some  gunpowder 
and  tobacco.  Bourgne  agreed  with  me,  that  it  was  better  to 
deliver  the  blankets,  etc.,  to  the  Sioux  above,  as  they  were 
more  in  want  than  himself  and  friends. 

I  proceeded  on  to  Wing  Prairie,  a  distance  of  25  leagues, 
above  the  Bourgne's  village,  being  the  residence  of  the  principal 
chief  of  all  the  Sioux  in  that  quarter,  named  The  Leaf;  to  him 
I  gave  a  very  handsome  present,  for  which  he  was  very  thank- 
ful. I  next  halted  at  a  place  called  the  Ground  Barn,  at  the  vil- 
lage of  the  Red  Wing,  a  distance  above  the  Leaf's  village  of  25 
leagues.  I  found  them  waiting  for  my  arrival.  I  gave  those 
Indians  a  good  present;  yet  they  were  not  contented,  but 
wanted  more.  The.  old  Red  Wing  and  his  son  are  great  beg- 
gars, and  wanted  everything.  The  next  village  is  the  Little 
Crow's, at  a  place  called  the  Grand  Marie,  being  23  leagues  above 
the  Red  Wing's  village,  and  within  five  leagues  of  the  mouth 
of  St.  Peter's  river.  Here  I  found,  in  the  Little  Crow,  a  steady, 
generous  and  independent  Indian;  he  acknowledged  the  sale 
of  the  land  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's  river  to  the  United 
Stales,  and  said  he  had  been  looking  every  year  sinee  the  sale 
for  the  troops  to  build  a  fort,  and  was  now  happy  to  see  us  all, 
as  the  Sioux  would  now  have  their  Father  with  them.  I  gave 
him  a  better  present  than  to  any  one  at  the  villages  below,  as  he 
lived  immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  the  troops.  Tlie  day  af- 
ter my  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's,  Piniehon  and 
tlie  White  Bustard,  with  their  bands,  came  doWD  from 
15 
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Ibeir  villages  (a  few  miles  up  the  St.  Peter's  river)  to  visit 
me.  To  those  Chiefs  I  was  equally  liberal  as  I  was  to  Little 
Crow,  and  for  the  same  reason,  and  they  returned  home  con- 
tented. 

The  day  following,  three  chiefs  arrived;  one,  the  Six,  whose 
character  may  easily  be  read  in  his  countenance,  clamored  for 
presents,  and  rather  ordered  than  requested  that  I  would  write 
on  to  his  Great  Father,  the  President,  to  send  him  plenty  of  ket- 
tles, guns,  etc.;  that  he  had  been  promised  formerly  many 
things  which  as  yet  he  had  not  received,  but  expected  they 
would  be  sent  to  him.  He  is,  as  I  am  informed,  a  trouble- 
some, good-for-nothing  fellow.  In  all  cases,  in  distributing 
presents,  I  had  to  give  each  band  some  liquor;  and  at  one 
time  thought  I  would  not  be  able  to  retain  a  sufficiency  of  pro- 
visions to  bring  my  boat's  crew  back  to  this  place,  for  I  was 
determined  after  I  left  Prairie  du  Chien,  not  to  call  on  the 
Commissary  for  any  article  of  provisions  whatever. 

Mr.  T.  Honorie,  the  United  States  interpreter  at  this  place, 
I  had  to  engage  as  an  interpreter  to  go  up  with  me  for  the 
Sauks  and  Poxes;  and  at  Prairie  du  Chien  I  was  fortunate  in 
procuring  an  excellent  Sioux  interpreter  to  go  up  with  me  to 
St.  Peter's.  On  my  arrival  at  Prairie  du  Chien  in  descending, 
I  was  well  informed  that  Eobert  Dickson  had  left  the  Sault 
de  St.  Marie,  in  July  last,  to  go  to  Red  river  by  way  of  Lake 
Superior.  Should  his  business  be  to  draw  any  of  the  Sioux 
Indians  from  St.  Peter's  to  Ped  river,  I  think  he  will  be  mis- 
taken; as  the  Little  Crow  and  others  were  inveigled  away 
formerly,  but  were  glad  to  return  after  an  absence  of  only  two 
years. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  Old  Lance,  one 
of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Sauk  Indians.  The  old  man 
had  commenced  to  develop  to  the  Sauks  a  plan  of  dividing 
property;  that  is  to  say,  to  have  their  lands  surveyed,  and  each 
family  to  have  a  proportion  according  to  their  numbers.  11c 
had  already  made  many  proselytes;  but  with  the  death  of  I  ho 
old  man,  all  has  fallen  to  the  ground. 
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Some  few  Iowas  and  Sauks  planted  corn  near  Fort  Edwards. 
Some  few  families  who  are  entitled  to  lands  for  services  ren- 
dered during'  the  late  war,  are  living  in  the  evacuated  fort,  and 
are  occasionally  insulted  by  the  drunken  Indians,  who  take  up 
liquor  from  the  settlement,  and  drink  it  at  and  near  the  fort. 
About  half  a  company  of  troops  could  not  be  better  employed 
on  the  Mississippi  than  at  Fort  Edwards,  under  the  command 
of  a  steady  subaltern  officer.  It  would  keep  the  Indians  in 
awe,  and  might  prevent  accidents,  which  must  always  happen 
where  Indians  get  drunk  among  whites. 

A  letter  from  an  Indian  Agent  at  Chicago,  directed  to  me, 
or,  in  my  absence,  to  the  Governor  of  this  Territory,  had  been 
handed  to  Mr*  Bates  previous  to  my  arrival  at  this  place. 
As  soon  as  I  can  see  Mr.  Bates,  I  will  get  the  letter,  and  if 
worth  your  notice,  I  will  transmit  you  a  copy  for  your  infor- 
mation. The  Indians  on  the  Mississippi,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
from  the  best  information  I  can  collect,  are  perfectly  peace- 
able ;  and  those  Sauks  who  visit  Maiden  occasionally,  do  not 
appear  to  express  such  a  high  opinion  of  their  British  Father 
as  formerly;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  begin  to  think  that 
their  American  Father  has  the  strongest  arms,  and  his  medi- 
cines are  the  best. 

Capt.  Whistler  and  a  trader,  on  their  way  up  Fox  river 
from  Green  Bay,  at  different  times  were  fired  on  by  some  of 
the  Winnebagoes  residing  in  that  neighborhood,  but  no  dam- 
age done.* 


*  The  officers  commanding  American  troops  declined  paying  tribute  to  the 
Winnebagoes  in  passing  up  Fox  River,  as  mentioned  in  vol.  5,  p.  9G,  Wis.  HM, 
WtolU.,  and  hence  probably  this  fliiug  ou  Captain  Whistler  and  the  trader.  L.  C.  D. 
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Jonathan  Carver, and  "Carver's 

Grant" 


By  Daniel  Steele  Durrie 

To  preserve  the  memory,  and  to  hold  in  respect  the  services 
of  those  whose  lives  were  devoted  to  the  achievement  of  heroic 
deeds,  are  duties  which  mankind  willingly  perform ;  and  to  this 
end  the  art  of  the  sculptor  is  frequently  brought  into  requisi- 
tion to  embellish  the  costly  monument  or  statue  of  him  who  has 
rendered  his  country  distinguished  services.  While  this  is 
true  in  regard  to  the  world's  great  military  chieftains,  the  same 
may  also  be  said  of  the  great  discoverers  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  knowledge  and  science.  It  has  too  often  been 
the  case,  that  the  age  in  which  they  lived  failed  properly  to 
appreciate  their  invaluable  services,  and  for  a  season  suffered 
them  to  be  overlooked  and  neglected  and  some  even  to  die  in 
penury  and  in  want.  Yet  those  who  succeeded  them  have 
generally  made  liberal  amends  for  the  unmerited  neglect  of 
their  fathers.  Those  also  who  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
the  cause  of  religion,  or  of  benefiting  their  country,  have  vol- 
untarily traversed  the  vast  wilderness  of  the  New  World,  ac- 
quired the  language,  studied  ilie  maimers  and  cu-loms  <»f  the 
people  with  whom  they  came  in  contact,  and  thus  prepared 
the  way  for  the  standard  of  civilization,  where  hitherto  the 
wild  barbarian  roamed  free  and  unmolested,  have  rendered  a 
service  of  incalculable  value  to  the  cause  of  human  improve- 
ment, and  deserve  to  be  honored  in  all  coming  time  as  public 
benefactors. 

The  North-Western  portion  of  our  country  was  first  explored 
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by  those  self-denying  missionaries,  the  early  Jesuit  Fathers. 
Anxious  for  the  conversion  of  the  wild,  untutored  savage,  they 
made  known  through  their  successive  reports  to  the  civilized 
world,  the  richness  and  fertility  of  the  countries  they  visited, 
and  thus  prepared  the  way  for  the  advancing  tide  of  human 
civilization.  The  early  maps  of  the  North-West  would  have 
been  defective  indeed,  were  it  not  that  Father  Marquette  and 
others  furnished  the  results  of  their  explorations;  and  thus  by 
their  labors  and  those  of  their  successors,  territory,  equal  to 
kingdoms  of  the  old  world,  have  been  reclaimed  from  barbar- 
ism. It  is  not,  therefore,  strange,  that  men  are  interested  in 
whatever  relates  to  the  early  history  of  their  country,  and 
more  especially,  the  particular  region  where  they  reside;  and 
the  present  article  has  been  prepared  to  furnish  an  account  of 
the  life  and  travels  of  one  to  whom  the  States  of  Wisconsin 
and  Minnesota  are  indebted  for  some  deeply  interesting  epi- 
sodes in  their  early  history. 

Captain  Jonathan  Carver  was  probably  born  in  the  town  of 
Canterbury,*  Windham  county,  Connecticut,  in  the  year  1732. 
Of  his  parentage,  we  have  no  definite  account,  as  the  genealog- 
ical records  of  that  town  do  not  show  it.  It  has  been  asserted 
that  he  was  a  great  grand-son  of  Governor  John  Carver,  of 
Plymouth  Colony;  this,  however,  is  an  error,  as  Governor 
Carver  had  no  son,  and  but  a  single  daughter.  His  grand- 
father, we  learn,  was  William  Joseph  Carver,  a  native  of 
Wigan,  Lancashire,  England,  and  a  Captain  in  King  Wil- 


*  Dr.  John  C.  Lottsom,  of  London,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  physftclans, 
scientists  and  writers  of  his  day,  and  one  of  the  truest  philanthropists  o  Ins 
time,  wrote  the  memoir  prefixed  to  the  edition  of  Carver's  7\  <m  r'w.  published  the 
next,  year  after  his  death.  He  speaks  of  having  examined  Carver's  pnpern  In  the 
preparation  of  the  memoir,  hut  which,  however,  ,/ouid  appear  to  have  furnish'  i 
hut  meagre  Information.  Dr.  Ltfctsom  gives  Stillwater,  in  Connecticut,  sa  » 
ver's  birthplace,  and  adds — "since  rendered  famous  by  the  surrender  nf  the  irnsy 
under  Gen.  Burgoyne."  As  there  is  no  such  place  as  Stillwater  in  Conn*  tlcut, 
we  have  it  stated  hv  the  American  AntiQuarian  Society,  In  do-  published  pro 
qeedlngs  of  their  meeting  of  October  21,  1871,  thai  "Stillwater,  in  New  York,  la 
where  Carver  was.  in  fact,  horn."  We  infer  he  was  not  R  native  <>f  RtlllWflter, 
New  York,  from  the  fact  Stated  In  French's  Historical  and  Statistical  Oasetear 
of  Nem  York,  that  Stillwater  wai  not  settled  till1  about  1750-  eighteen  years 
after  Carver's  hirth ;  and  the  Carver  name  does  doI  appear  among  the  Brsl 
settlers, of  that  town.  Dr.  Peters  states  thai  Carver  was  born  In  Canterbury, 
Connecticut]  and  Hlnman's  Genealogy  &f  the  Puritan*  of  Connecticut,  glvei  the 

names  of  several   Carvers   among   the   early   settlers   there     among  thSM  Uavld 

Carver,  who  died  there  In  17L'7  ;  ids  son.  Benjamin,  who  was  horn  In  I .  Samuel 
and  Esther  Carver  the  heads  of  a  family  |  Jonathan  and  Abigail  (nf«  Robins) 
Carver,  married  In'lTUi;  and  In  the  adjoining  town  of  Windham,  IMnmnn  atates 
that  Jonathan  Carver,  hv  Dunlce  Downer,  had  a  son,  Jonathan,  00 m  December 
18,  1741.     Barber,  In  Ids  Historical  Collection*  vf  Canned;  u I .    slulv.    tli<:  l 

is  heiieved  thnt  Captain  carver  was  horn  in  Canterbury,    All  things  cousld  ed 

(111  .   Infereriii*  HiH'mu    I  h  ■   nmut    in,,hil,lr  I-     t  I1 
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liam's  army  during  the  campaign  in  Ireland,  and  who  after- 
wards, for  meritorious  services,  received  an  appointment  as  an 
officer  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut.  His  father,  who,  Dr. 
Lettsom  says,  was  a  J ustice  of  the  Peace,  gave  his  son  the  rudi- 
ments of  as  liberal  an  education  as  the  times  and  locality 
afforded;  but  soon  after  his  father's  decease,  which  occurred 
when  Jonathan  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine.  His  roving  disposition  would  not  bear 
the  confinement  of  a  student's  office,  and  he  subsequently  ob- 
tained an  ensign's  commission  in  one  of  the  Connecticut  Regi- 
ments. 

Of  his  military  history,  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Peters*  says, 
that  he  served  under  Col.  Phineas  Lyman  in  the  Canadian 
campaign  of  1755,  and  was  subsequently  with  General  Wolfe 
in  the  taking  of  Quebec;  and  the  capture  of  Montreal,  and  con- 
quest of  Canada,  under  General  Amherst.  Carver  was  un- 
questionably at  the  massacre  of  Fort  William  Henry  in  1757, 
by  the  French  and  Indians  under  Gen.  Montcalm,  and  was 
wounded,  and  very  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life.  Of  the 
two  thousand  English  and  Colonial  prisoners,  fifteen  hundred 
were  either  killed  or  carried  into  captivity  by  the  savages. 
Carver's  account  of  this  massacre,  which  is  a  very  full  one,  is 


*  Dr.  Peters,  at  best,  Is  very  questionable  authority.  lie  was  a  native  I  I 
Hebron,  Conn.,  born  in  1735,  and  was  in  active  life  during  the  whole  period  of 
('apt.  Carver's  public  career,  bis  acquaintance  with  hiin  commencing  in  1  36  t  |  tad 
no  doubt,  had  ample  opportunities  of  learning  the  particulars  of  hie  public  ser- 
vices.  How  much  prejudice  or  iuterest  may  have  warped  his  Judgment  or  tea  led 
his  cupidity,  to  make  statements  unwarranted  by  the  facts  in  the  caae,  It  Is 
impossible  at  this  remote  date  to  determine.  He  wns  a  violent  Tory,  and  retired 
to  England  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  and  remained  there  ti 
thirty  years,  during  which  he  wrote  his  famous  History  of  Cfoa-msotioat.  "This 
work,"  says  Dr.  Allen,  in  his  Biographical  Dictionary,  -'in  emharraaaed  in  Its 
authority  by  a  number  of  fables  ;"  while  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bacon,  of  Conn,  In  hi* 
Historical  Discourses,  calls  it  "that  most  unscrupulous  and  malicious  of  ti  d| 
narratives,  refers'  History  of  Connecticut ;"  and  thai  careful  historical  student, 
lion.  J.  Hammond  Trumbull,  of  Conn..  stylos  him  '  that  notorious  Mar 
not  easy,  in  this  Instance,  where  so  Huh-  seems  to  have  been  preaerved  of  i  tr 
ver's  French  War  services,  to  determine  with  any  aeeura.  v  how  mueh  reliance 
may  be  placed  on  Dr.  Deters'  statements  alone. 

It  may  he  said  in  partial  corroboration  of  those  services  that  Col  rnrtrldRe 
commanded  a  Massachusetts  regiment  i»  the  campaign  of  1758,  and  participated 
in  the  attack  on  TlCOnderOga,  July  8th  of  that  year  Seo  v  v  notontol  /»>  « 
X.  7.'t«.  And  Col.  Whltcomb  commanded  a  Masaachuaetts  regiment  m  the  rap- 
ture of  Montreal,  and  the  final  conquest  of  Canada,  In  1700  Soo  \  >  < 
Doc*..  X  7D'i;  and  Knox's  Wist,  Journal,  II,  802. 

Dr.  peters  cites  a  certificate  of  (Jen.  Amherst  going  to  show  that  »  ipt  i  i  . 
"of  the  Connectlcul  troops,"  was  a  Rood  and  brave  officer  and  noldlei     h  tn 

a  statement  if  true,  must  refer  to  his  serviced  under  COl,    I  vman.    IN    at  tort 

William  Henry,  prior  to  his  connection  with  the  Maseachusetla  troop*. 

Dr.  Lettsom  assorts.    "From  the  written  recommondntlona  In   my  hand* i  or 
persona  high  In  office,  under  whom  be  acted,  be  «pp«ars  to  \^^^<  n.  ■•< 
self  with  great  reputation,  and  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  suprrloi 
and  these  re,  ommendat ions  are  not  confined   to    military   conduct    m«  ely.  but 
uniformly  inlroduce  him  as  a  person  of  piety,  and  of  a  phm!  moral  i  < 
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given  by  him  in  his  volume  of  travels.  This  narrative  is  one 
of  the  most  complete  of  any  that  has  been  written,  and  is  of 
thrilling  interest.  In  the  year  1758,  a  battalion  of  Light  In- 
fantry was  raised  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  by  or- 
der of  Gov.  Pownall,  for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  in  which 
Carver  served  as  second  Lieutenant  in  Capt.  Hawks'  com- 
pany, in  Col.  Oliver  Partridge's  regiment;  and,  in  1760,  he 
was  advanced  to  the  captaincy  of  a  company  in  Col.  John 
Whitcomb's  regiment  of  foot.  In  1762  he  commanded  a 
company  of  foot  in  Col.  Saltonstall's  regiment,  and  the  year 
after  the  peace  of  Versailles  took  place,  when  Capt.  Carver, 
having  discharged  his  military  obligations  to  his  country,  re- 
tired from  the  service. 

Shortly  after,  to  use  his  own  words,  "I  began  to  consider 
how  I  might  continue  still  serviceable,  and  contribute  as 
much  as  in  my  power,  to  make  that  vast  acquisition  of  territory 
gained  by  Great  Britain  from  the  French  in  North  America, 
advantageous  to  us ;  and  it  appeared  to  me  indispensably  neces- 
sary, that  the  Government  should  be  acquainted,  first,  with 
the  true  state  of  the  dominions  they  were  now  become  possessed 
of ;  and  to  this  purpose  I  determined,  as  the  next  proof  of  my 
zeal,  to  explore  the  most  unknown  parts  of  them,  and  to  spare 
no  trouble  or  expense  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  that  promised 
to  be  so  useful  to  my  countrymen."  The  resolution  he  formed, 
was  to  explore  the  interior  parts  of  North  America,  and  to 
penetrate  even  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  over  that  broad  part  of 
the  continent  which  lies  between  the  43d  and  40th  degrees  01 
north  latitude.  He  hoped  in  so  doing  to  facilitate  the  dis- 
covery of  a  northwest  passage,  or  a  communication  betweea 
Hudson's  Bay  and  the  Pacific,  and  thus  to  open  up  a  new 
and  short  route  to  China,  and  the  English  settlement*  in  the 
East  Indies. 

Entertaining  these  views,  in  June,  1766,  he  sot  OUl  from  Bo* 
ton,  and  proceeded  by  way  of  Albany  and  Niagara  Falla  to 
Mackinaw,  some  1,800  miles  from  Boston,  that  point  being  the 

interior  English  post  in  the  North-West,  where  he  arrived  i" 
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September  of  that  year;  and  from  this  point,  we  propose  to 
give  an  outline  of  his  travels,  more  particularly  in  the  territory 
now  known  as  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  At  Mackinaw  he  ap- 
plied to  Gov.  Rogers  for  a  suitable  supply  of  goods  for  pres- 
ents to  the  Indians  on  his  route;  and  having  received  a  part, 
with  a  promise  that  further  supplies  should  be  sent  forward 
to  meet  him  at  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  he  proceeded  on  the 
3d  of  September,  westward,  and  pursuing  the  usual  route 
to  Green  Bay,  arrived  there  on  the  18th.  This  fort  variously 
known  by  the  French  as  La  Baye,  Baye  des  Puants,  or  Stink- 
ing Bay,  he  describes  as  surrounded  by  a  stockade,  much  de- 
cayed, and  scarcely  defensible  against  small  arms.  It  was  built 
by  the  French  for  the  protection  of  their  trade,  but  after  a 
short  time  they  were  forced  to  relinquish  it.  When  the  Eng- 
lish, under  Lieut.  Gorrell,  had  been  compelled,  some  three 
years  prior  to  Carver's  arrival  there,  to  surrender  themselves 
prisoners  to  the  Monomonies;  and  after  which  it  was  neither 
garrisoned  nor  kept  in  repair.  At  the  time  of  his  visit,  there 
were  a  few  families  residing  in  the  fort,  and  opposite,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river,  some  French  settlers  who  cultivated  the 
land,  and  appeared  to  live  comfortably. 

In  company  with  several  traders,  he  left  Green  Bay  on  the 
20th  of  September,  and  ascended  Fox  river,  arriving  on  the 
25th  at  an  island  on  the  east  end  of  Lake  Winnebago,  contain- 
ing about  fifty  acres,  which  was  known  as  the  great  town  of 
the  Winnebagoes.  Here  the  queen,  or  female  ruler  of  the 
tribe,  received  him  with  great  civility,  and  entertained  him  in 
a  distinguished  manner,  during  the  four  days  he  continued 
there. *  This  town  contained  fifty  houses,  which  were  itronglj 
built  with  palisades.  The  land  on  this  bile  ho  faortbefl  M 
very  fertile,  abounding  with  grapes,  plum<  and  other  fruit 
which  grew  spontaneously.    The  Indians  raised  great  quant i- 

•  If  a  corroborative  fact  were  necessary  lo  verify  the  |*tttra|  ICCOtlCJ  of 
Carver's  narrative,  it  is  to  be  found  in  die  traditions  itlll  extanl    among  her 
descendants,  of  this  remarkable  Winnebago  Queen.    Her  Indian  name  vrai  n 
po-ko-c-kaw.  or  (Uoni  of  the  Homing,  and  daughter  of  the  principal  culef  ol 
the  Winnebagoes.    she  was  married  to  a  Frenchman  named  l>e  kaurj    *  1 
was  mortally  wounded  at  Quebec,  April  28,  LTflO,  and  soon  after  died  nt  M  >ot 
real  ;  so  the  Queen  was  a  widow  at  the  time  of  Carver's  \Mt 
the  l><>  Kaurya,  have  Ion  a;  figured  as  distinguished  chiefs  anions  M  n 
See  Wis.   Hint.  Colls.,  III.,  280-89;  v.,  155-50,  SttT  J  and  QftU'l  Vpprr  Ifnafc- 

tippi,  81,  82,  189.  .  u  C.  D 
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ties  of  Indian  corn,  beans,  pumpkins,  squashes,  watermelons, 
and  some  tobacco.  This  island  is  probably  what  is  now  known 
as  Doty's  Island,  or  the  Island  City. 

Having  made  some  presents  to  the  female  chief,  he  left  on 
the  29th,  and  on  the  7th  of  October  arrived  at  the  carrying 
place — the  portage  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers.  The 
day  following,  the  party  carried  their  canoes  over  to  the  Wis- 
consin river,  and  proceeded  down  that  stream.  The  next  day 
they  arrived  at  the  great  town  of  the  Saukies — on  the  location 
now  known  as  the  village  of  Prairie  du  Sac,  which  Carver 
says  was  the  largest  and  best  built  Indian  town  he  ever  saw. 
It  contained  about  ninety  houses,  each  large  enough  for  sev- 
eral families,  built  of  hewn  plank  neatly  jointed,  and  covered 
so  compactly  with  bark  as  to  keep  out  the  most  penetrating 
rains.  Before  the  doors  were  placed  comfortable  sheds  in 
which  the  inhabitants  sat,  when  the  weather  would  permit,  and 
smoked  their  pipes.  The  streets  were  both  regular  and  spac- 
ious, appearing  more  like  a  civilized  town  than  the  abode  of 
savages.  The  land  was  rich,  and  corn,  beans,  and  melons 
were  raised  in  large  quantities.  The  Saukies  had  about  300 
warriors,  who  extended  their  excursions  into  the  territories  of 
the  Illinois  and  Pawnee  nations.  Carver  mentions  the  moun- 
tains, or  bluffs,  so  abundant  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and 
he  visited  the  lead  mines  some  fifteen  miles  distant,  and  some- 
where in  the  region  of  the  Blue  Mounds,  as  his  map  would 
seem  to  indicate. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  he  proceeded  down  the  river,  and 
next  day  reached  the  first  town  of  the  Otagamies  or  Foxes, 
containing  fifty  houses,  most  of  them  deserted  on  account  of  a 
very  fatal  epidemic  that  had  raged  among  them.  The  precise 
spot  where  this  village  was  situated  is  not  known  with  any 
certainly;  but  it  was  probably  at  Muscoda,  which  is  known  t<> 
have  been  die  locality  of  a  former  Indian  settlement.  About 
five  miles  above  the  confluence  of  the  Wisconsin  and  the  His 
sissippi,  he  discovered  the  remains  of  another  ullage,  and 
learned  that  it  bad  been  deserted  about  thirty  years  before, 
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and  that  the  inhabitants  soon  after  built  a  town  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, near  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin,  at  a  place  called  by 
the  French,  La  Prairie  les  Chiens,  which  signifies  the  Dog 
Plains.  It  was  a  large  town  and  contained  about  three  hun- 
dred families.  He  saw  there  many  horses  of  good  size  and 
shape.  This  town  was  the  great  mart  where  the  adjacent  tribes, 
-and  even  those  who  inhabited  the  remote  branches  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, annually  assembled,  about  the  latter  end  of  May, 
bringing  with  them  their  furs  and  peltries,  to  dispose  of  to  the 
traders;  and  it  was  determined  by  a  general  council  of  the 
chiefs  whether  it  would  best  conduce  to  their  interests  to  dis- 
pose of  the  products  of  the  chase  at  this  place,  or  to  transport 
them  to  Mackinaw  on  the  one  hand,  or  Louisiana  on  the  other. 

Opposite  this  place,  at  the  mouth  of  Yellow  river,  the  traders 
who  had  thus  far  accompanied  Carver,  took  up  their  resi- 
dence for  the  winter;  and  the  latter,  with  a  Canadian  voy- 
ageur  and  a  Mohawk  Indian  as  his  only  companions,  pushed 
on  in  a  canoe,  up  the  Mississippi.  On  the  1st  of  November 
he  arrived  at  Lake  Pepin,  which  excited  his  admiration,  as  it 
has  that  of  every  subsequent  traveler ;  and  here,  he  remarks, 
"I  observed  the  ruins  of  a  French  Factory,  where  it  is  said 
Capt.  St.  Pierre  resided,  and  carried  on  a  very  great  trade  with 
the  Naudowissies,  before  the  reduction  of  Canada;"  and  here 
the  first  trading  houses,  north  of  the  Illinois  river,  were  erect- 
ed. As  early  as  1G87,  Nicolas  Perrot  was  trading  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Sioux,  and  Charlevoix,  in  his  History 
of  New  France,  says  he  built  a  fort  near  the  mouth  oj  tin' 
lake.  Sixty  miles  below  Carver  noticed  the  bluff,  now  knows 
as  Trempealeau,  or  Mount  Trempealeau,  which  he  desorifo  a  B9 
"remarkably  situated,  as  it  stands  by  UieU  exactly  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  river,  and  looks  as  if  it  had  stidden  from  the  idja- 
cent  shore  into  the  stream.  It  cannot  be  termed  an  island,  19 
it  rises  from  the  brink  of  the  water  to  a  considerable  height" 
Both  the  Indians  and  the  French  very  properly  called  it  "the 
mountain  in  the  water."  This  interesting  location  bai  been 
frequently  referred  to  by  subsequent  writers,  and  it  may  here 
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be  remarked,  that  Carver  in  his  description  of  localities,  is 
remarkably  truthful,  and  his  statements  have  been  corrobo- 
rated by  others,  with  some  occasional  slight  modifications. 
The  present  village  of  Trempealeau  is  located  a  short  distance 
south  of  the  bluff. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note,  that  Carver  was  the  first  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  civilized  world  to  the  existence  of  the  in- 
teresting ancient  monuments  in  the  Mississippi  valley.  In 
this  part  of  his  narrative,  he  gives  a  full  and  very  interesting 
account  of  his  having  landed  on  the  shore,  a  few  miles  below 
the  lake,  and  while  his  attendants  were  preparing  his  dinner, 
he  ascended  the  bank  to  view  the  country,  and  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far,  before  he  came  to  a  level  open  plain,  on  which  he 
perceived  a  partial  elevation  that  had  the  appearance  of  an 
entrenchment  or  ancient  fortification ;  and  notwithstanding  it 
was  covered  with  grass,  he  could  plainly  discover,  that  it  had 
once  been  a  breast-work  of  about  four  feet  in  height,  and  ex- 
tending nearly  a  mile,  and  sufficiently  capacious  to  enclose 
five  thousand  persons.  Its  form  was  somewhat  circular,  and 
its  flanks  reached  the  river.  Subsequent  travelers  have  no- 
ticed these  remains,  but  the  shifting  sands  have  nearly  obliter- 
ated their  outlines.  Here  is  an  interesting  field  for  the  anti- 
quary, who  may  desire  to  explore  and  study  the  remains  of 
the  early  and  mysterious  mound-builders  of  the  Mississippi 
valley. 

Above  Lake  Pepin  he  remarks  that  "the  river  is  full  of 
islands,  covered  with  sugar  maple  trees,  and  around  them  vines 
loaded  with  grapes  to  their  very  tops."  And  near  the  mouth 
of  St.  Croix  river,  probably  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  Pre* 
cott,  he  first  made  the  acquaint ance  of  fa  DftkoU  Indians, 
and  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace  between 
that  nation  and  the  Chippewas,  at  a  time  when  an  engagement 
was  imminent.  Tnis  act  of  his  was  kindly  appreciated,  and 
in  return  they  bestowed  upon  him  every  possible  attention. 

Proceeding  onward,  he  discovered  a  remarkable  cave,  which 

he  minutely  describes,  and  known  to  llie  Indian-  18  H 
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tehee — the  dwelling  of  the  "Great  Spirit."  "The  entrance  is 
about  ten  feet  wide,  with  a  height  of  five  feet,  and  a  breadth  of 
thirty  feet.  About  thirty  feet  from  the  entrance  begins  a 
lake  which  extends  to  an  unsearchable  distance."  In  this 
cave  he  found  many  Indian  hieroglyphics  which  appeared  very 
ancient;  they  were  cut  in  a  rude  manner,  upon  the  inside  of 
the  wall,  which  was  composed  of  a  stone  so  extremely  soft 
that  it  might  be  easily  penetrated  with  a  knife — a  stone  which 
is  found  in  great  abundance  in  this  vicinity.  This  cave  has 
since  then  been  materially  altered  by  the  action  of  the  ele- 
ments, and  many  years  since,  the  roof  of  the  cave  fell  in.  In 
180G,  when  Pike  visited  it,  the  entrance  was  nearly  choked  up 
by  rock  and  earth;  in  1820  it  was  entirely  closed,  leading 
Schoolcraft  into  an  error,  and  causing  him  to  think  that  the 
cave  near  St.  Paul,  now  known  as  the  "Fountain  Cave,"  was 
the  one  described  by  Carver.  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh,  the 
geologist,  in  1835,  fell  into  the  same  error;  but  in  1837,  Mr. 
Nicollet,  while  employed  by  Government  in  making  a  hy- 
drographical  survey  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  succeeded  in 
finding  it  by  removing  the  debris  which  has  accumulated  around 
the  opening.* 


♦J.  F.  Williams,  Secretary  of  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society,  states  In  the 
Interesting  pamphlet  issued  by  that  Association  on  the  celebration  of  the  Carver 
Centenary,  in  18G7,  that  among  the  Dictographs  then  to  be  found  oo  the  wall-*, 
a  rude  representation  of  a  serpent,  some  three  feet  in  length,  was  the  DIOSt 
prominent;  adding  that  "it  is  strenuously  asserted  by  many  antiquarian*  to  be 
the  seal,  or  family  coat  of  arms,  of  0-toh-ton-goon>lish-caw,  whose  signature  to 
the  great  deed  was  a  representation  of  a  snake.  Others  say  it  Is  QOl  Indian,  but 
evidently  the  work  of  a  White  man.  If  so.  it  must  ba've  been  done  ■  long  lime 
ago,  as  our  earliest  settlers  say  it  was  there  when  they  Brst  visited  the  <  > 

"Tbe  distance  from  the  edge  of  the  water  to  the  extreme  end  Ot  the  cave 
is  about  112  feet.  *  *  *  From  the  entrance  of  the  cave  the  extreme  end 
would  not  be  visible,  as  it  bends  considerably  to  the  left.  About  bait  IflJ  ;> 
the  cave,  on  the  west  side,  is  seen  a  small,  low  grotto.  Through  this  low  open 
ing.  there  is  a  connection  with  Dayton's  cave,  a  few  hundred  feel  up  the  river, 
and  water  Hows  from  one  into  the  other.  The  temperature  of  the  cave  la  aboui 
50  degrees,  at  which  figure  it  remains  summer  ami  winter,  Irrespective  of  me  ex- 
ternal heat  or  cold,  scarcely  changing  a  degree. 

"Dayton's  cave  is  strictly  not  a  cave  at  all.  It  is  a  hollow  ipneo  under  a  lure 
shelving  rock,  it  has  been  walled  up  in  front,  ami  was  used  many  feari  n  i 
vegetable  cellar.  l.ntter'y  it  has  been  used  as  a  bottling  vault  for  ale  and  ginget 
pop.  At  the  rear  of  the  cave  is  a  pool  of  clear  cold  water,  Id,,  that  in  Cartel  ^ 
cave,  but  much  smaller.  This  fact  has  probably  caused  Dayton's  rai  ,1,,x1-"'... 
taken  ns  the  real  Carver's  cave.    Miss  Bishop,  in  her  Floral  Hornet,  and  mm,  m 

his  History  of  Minnesota,  fell  Into  this  error." 

,Tus1  ns  this  paper  was  being  scut  to  the  press,  Mr.  Williams  has  klodlj  rwr 
nlshcd  the  following  additional  note — causing  a  reeling  of  RftdneflS,  thai  SO  lot  I 

eating  a  land-mark  of  the  olden  tine  has  been  obliterated  foreveri 

"The  cave  remained  lip  to  the  present  year  I  1 8 7 -  |  In  almost  the  same  cnndltl  Q 
It  was  probably  In  When  Carver  visited  It  Mis  description  of  it.  ltm  yonrs  •  -  ' 
wou'd  have  bee,,  a  faithful  and  correct  picture  of  it  during  rhn  period  Thla 
season,  however,  the  Saint  Paul  and  Chicago  Hallway,  having  rondeiuiv 
use  the  land  ,.n,  or  hi  which  It  is  situated,  thdr  trad,  running ,  along  the  bank  oi 
the  river  directly  In  front  of  it,  have  dug  away  most  of  It,  bo  thai  •  *'r 

tnally  destroyed.  The  stream  which  (lowed  through  It  baa  beet  ao« 
now  supplies  a  railroad  tank,  while  the  lake  or  pool  Inside  ho*  disappeared  H 

,,i  ,n, .u       (I,.,  ,„,«»  „,•„  .i.vstmved  to  make  way  for  the  Improvement! 


1872] 


Jonathan  Carver 


At  a  short  distance  from  this  place  is  the  burial  ground  of 
several  bands  of  the  ]STaudowissie  or  Dakota  Indians.  Though 
these  people  have  no  fixed  residence,  living,  as  they  do,  in 
tents  and  changing  their  location  every  few  months,  yet,  Car- 
ver tells  us,  they  always  brought  the  bones  of  their  dead  to 
this  place  for  interment. 

Ten  miles,  as  he  reckoned  distance,  below  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony,  the  river  St.  Pierre,  called  by  the  natives  Wad-da- 
pa  w-Men-e-so-tor — and  here  we  have  the  word  Minnesota  in 
its  original — falls  into  the  Mississippi  from  the  west.  This 
stream  is  not  mentioned  by  Father  Hennepin,  an  omission 
which  Carver  attributed  to  it  being  partially  concealed  from 
view  by  a  small  island  (Faribault's),  situated  exactly  at  its 
entrance.  On  reaching  this  river,  now  known  as  the  Minne- 
sota river,  the  ice  became  so  troublesome,  that  he  left  his 
canoe  in  the  neighborhood  of  what  is  now  Findlay's  Ferry, 
and  walked  to  St.  Anthony,  where  he  arrived  on  November 
17th,  in  company  with  a  young  Indian  chief  who  had  never 
seen  the  Falls;  and  on  reaching  the  eminence,  some  distance 
below,  began  to  invoke  his  Gods,  and  offer  oblations  to  the 
spirit  in  the  waters.  Carver  gives  a  full  account  of  ibis 
event,  and  seems  to  have  been  very  much  charmed  with  the 
artless  and  engaging  manner  of  this  unpolished  savage.  He 
says  that  the  chief  "no  sooner  gained  the  point  overlooking 
this  wonderful  cascade,  than  he  began,  in  an  audible  voice*  to 
address  the  Great  Spirit,  saying  that  he  had  come  a  long  way 
to  pay  his  adoration  to  him,  and  would  now  make  him  the 
best  offerings  in  his  power.  lie  accordingly  first  threw  his 
pipe  in  the  stream — then  the  roll  that  contained  his  tobf 
after  these,  the  bracelets  he  wore  on  his  arms  and  \vri>N  ;  next 
an  ornament  that  encircled  his  neck,  composed  of  bonds  Mid 
wires;  and,  at  last,  the  ear-rings  from  his  cars;  in  abort,  he 
presented  to  his  God  every  part  of  his  dross  that  WU  valiuMo. 
During  these  ceremonies,  ho  frequently  smote  hifl  breath  with 
great  violence,  threw  his  arms  about,  and  Appeared  t"  M 
greatly  agitated." 
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In  his  narrative,  Carver  describes  the  Falls  as  they  then 
appeared,  accompanied  with  a  fine  copper-plate  engraving  of 
them.  The  whole  appearance  of  the  cataract  is,  of  conrse, 
greatly  changed.  It  is  not  necessary  to  give  his  account  in 
full,  though  it  is  very  interesting.  In  the  middle  of  the  Falls, 
he  says,  "stands  a  small  island  about  forty  feet  broad,  on 
which  grow  a  few  cragged  hemlock  and  spruce  trees;  and 
about  half  way  between  this  island  and  the  eastern  shore  is  a 
rock  lying  at  the  very  edge  of  the  Falls,  in  an  oblique  posi- 
tion, that  appeared  to  be  about  five  or  six  feet  broad,  .and 
thirty  or  forty  feet  long.  At  a  little  distance  below  the  Falls 
stands  a  small  island  of  about  an  acre  and  a  half,  on  which 
.grow  a  great  number  of  oak  trees,  the  branches  of  which  were 
covered  with  eagles'  nests."  From  this  description  it  would 
seem,  says  Mr.  JSTeill,  the  historian  of  Minnesota,  "that  the 
little  island,  now  some  distance  in  front  of  the  falls,  was  once 
in  the  very  midst,  and  shows  that  a  constant  recession  has 
been  going  on,  and  that  in  ages  long  past  they  were  not  far 
from  the  Minnesota  rivet — a  century  hence,  if  the  wearing  of 
the  last  five  years  is  any  criterion,  the  Falls  will  be  above  the 
town  of  St.  Anthony,"  and  perhaps  ultimately  will  change 
into  a  series  of  rapids.  Of  the  country  adjacent,  Carver 
speaks  in  the  most  glowing  terms;  and  it  is  sufficient  to  Bay 
the  same  is  not  at  all  exaggerated,  and  that  at  the  present  time 
fields  of  golden  grain  are  annually  gathered  therefrom,  ami  the 
country  around  is  brought  under  the  highest  stale  of  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement. 

Having  satisfied  his  curiosity,  he  proceeded  until  he  reached 
the  river  St.  Francis,  now  known  as  Elk  river,  near  sixty 
miles  above  the  Falls;  but,  as  t ho  season  was  far  advanced,  he 
was  not  able  to  make  as  many  observations  as  he  Others 
would  have  done.  On  (he  25th  of  November,  he  returned  to 
where  he  had  left  his  canoe,  and  the  river  being  dear  ol  lee 
below  the  Falls,  he  commenced  his  ascent  of  the  Minn 

river,  and  proceeded  some  two  hundred  milea  to  th<>  country  01 
the  Nandowissie  or  Sioux  Endians  of  the  plains.    With  ' 
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be  spent  some  five  months,  receiving  at  their  hands  every  hos- 
pitality;  during  which  time  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  their 
language,  and  learned  much  information  concerning  the  geog- 
raphy of  their  own  country,  and  of  those  regions  that  lay  to 
the  westward  of  them.  They  also  drew  rude  maps  of  all  the 
countries  with  which  they  were  acquainted.  This  was  the  lim- 
its of  his  travels  westward.*  He  left  the  habitations  of  these 
hospitable  Indians  at  the  latter  end  of  April,  17G7,  and  com- 
menced his  return,  but  did  not  part  with  them  for  several 
days,  as  he  was  accompanied  on  his  journey  by  nearly  three 
hundred  of  their  number,  among  whom, were  many  chiefs,  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Minnesota  river. 

It  was  the  annual  habit  of  these  bands  to  go  at  this  season 
to  the  great  cave  before  mentioned  to  hold  a  grand  council 
with  all  the  other  bands;  wherein  they  settled  their  operations 
for  the  ensuing  year.  At  the  same  time  they  brought  with 
them  their  dead  for  interment,  bound  up  in  buffalo  skins. 
Carver  was  admitted  to  their  grand  council,  and  on  this  oc- 
casion he  made  a  speech,  which  is  published  in  his  travels.  It 
was  delivered  on  the  1st  of  May,  1767.  In  this  cave,  accord- 
ing to  his  biographer,  Dr.  Lettsom,  these  Indian  chiefs,  in 
consideration  of  their  high  appreciation  of  the  services  ren- 
dered by  their  guest  (Carver),  and  in  return  for  many  pres- 
ents, gave  him  a  deed  for  a  large  tract  of  land,  lying  on  the 
north  side  of  Lake  Pepin,  including  the  whole  or  portions  of 
the  counties  of  Pierce,  Pepin,  Dunn,  Clark,  Buffalo,  Trem- 
pealeau, Jackson,  Chippewa,  Polk,  Dallas,  Barron  and  Mara- 
thon, in  Wisconsin,  and  also  embracing  a  large  territory  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  in  Minnesota. 

The  history  of  what  is  known  as  the  "Carver  Tract,"  is 
one  of  much  interest,  and  the  documents  GOtAected  w.iih  the 
investigation  of  this  claim  by  Congress,  will  be  appended  to 
this  paper. 

While  tarrying  at  the  mouth  of  the  Minnesota  river,  he  en- 
deavored to  gain  intelligence  whether  any  goods  had  been  wA 


♦it  Is  not  a  little-  strange,  that  so  many  worka  referring  to  Carter  and  a  1 

travels  Appleton'i  American  Ouolopedia  included    careleaalj   and  erroneo  hi 

state,  that  he  proceeded  to  the  Paolfte  Ocean.  1  CD 
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towards  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  for  his  use,  agreeably  to  the 
promise  he  had  received  from  Governor  Rogers  when  he  left 
Mackinaw;  but  finding  from  some  Indians  who  passed  by  on 
their  return  from  those  parts,  that  this  agreement  had  not  been 
fulfilled,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  all  thought  of  proceeding 
farther  to  the  North- West  by  this  route  according  to  his  origi- 
nal plan,  and  decided  to  return  to  Prairie  du  Chien.  Here  he' 
procured  as  many  goods  from  the  traders  as  they  could  spare. 
These,  however,  were  not  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  carry  out 
his  original  purpose;  so  he  determined  to  make  his  way  across 
the  country  of  the  Chippewas  to  Lake  Superior.  He  hoped 
to  meet,  at  the  Grand  Portage,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Lake, 
the  traders  that  annually  go  from  Mackinaw  to  the  North-West, 
of  whom  he  thought  he  should  be  able  to  procure  goods 
enough  to  answer  his  needs;  it  was  his  purpose,  also,  to  pene- 
trate through  those  more  northern  parts  to  the  straits  of  An- 
nian.  Having  concluded  his  business  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  ho 
proceeded  again  up  the  Mississippi  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Chip- 
pewa river,  and  having  engaged  an  Indian  pilot,  he  wended 
his  way  up  that  river  toward  the  Ottawa  Lakes,  where  he  ar- 
rived at  the  beginning  of  July. 

While  at  Chippewa  Falls,  he  saw  a  remarkable  sight.  In  a 
wood,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  which  was  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  in  length,  and  in  depth  farther  than  he  couLi 
every  tree,  many  of  which  were  six  feet  in  circumference,  WES 
lying  flat  upon  the  ground,  torn  up  by  the  roots.  This,  he 
says,  must  have  been  done  by  some  extraordinary  hurricane 
that  came  from  the  West,  many  years  before.  The  west  Bide 
of  the  river,  from  there  being  less  timber  there,  escaped  in  a 
great  measure  this  destructive  tornado,  as  only  a  t'<  w  trees  Wi  .e 
biown  down. 

Near  the  headwaters  of  the  Chippewa  river,  Carver  found 

a  Chippewa  village  adjacent  to  a  small  lake.     The  town  was 

composed  of  forty  houses,  and  could  s<  nd  forth  one  hundred 
warriors.  The  dwellings  were  built  after  the  [ndian  manner, 
and  the  inhabitants,  he  says,  were  "the  naatiesl  people"  he  had 
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ever  seen,  adding  that  the  women  were  in  the  habit  of  searching 
each  others  heads,  and  eating  the  prey  caught  thereon. 

In  July,  he  left  this  town,  and  having  crossed  a  number  of 
small  lakes  and  carrying  places  that  intervened,  came  to  a  head 
branch  of  the  St.  Croix  river — probably  in  the  present  county 
of  Burnett.  This  branch  he  descended  to  a  fork,  and  then  as- 
cended another  to  its  source;  on  both  these  rivers  he  discover- 
ed several  mines  of  virgin  copper,  which  he  describes  as  very 
pure.  He  finally  found  a  stream  which  he  descended  into 
Lake  Superior — probably  in  the  present  county  of  Douglas. 
The  latter  end  of  July,  after  having  coasted  around  the  west- 
ern extremity  of  the  lake,  he  arrived  at  the  Grand  Portage, 
opposite  Isle  Royal,  on  the  northern  side  of  Lake  Superior; 
and  from  the  Indians  derived  valuable  information  of  Lakes 
Winnepek  and  Bourbon,  and  other  lakes  and  streams  lying  to 
the  North-West. 

Here  again  he  found  his  expectations  disappointed  in  not 
being  able  to  procure  the  goods  he  wished,  for  the  purpose  of 
pursuing  his  journey  by  way  of  the  Canadian  lakes  to  the 
headwaters  of  the  streams  flowing  to  the  Pacific,  and  was 
thus  compelled  to  give  up  the  one  great  object  of  his  travels. 
Though  sadly  disappointed,  he  continued  for  some  months  tra- 
versing the  northern  and  eastern  borders  of  the  lake,  and  ex- 
ploring the  bays  and  rivers,  coasting  in  the  aggregate  nearly 
twelve  hundred  miles.  He  went  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Marie,  and 
thence  to  Mackinaw,  arriving  there  in  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember, 1767.  He  had  been  fourteen  months  on  this  exteih 
sive  tour,  and  visited  twelve  different  nations  of  Indians  lying 
to  the  west  and  north  of  Mackinaw.  The  winter  soon  after 
setting  in,  he  remained  at  this  place  till  June  following,  when 
ho  returned  to  the  East.  He  arrived  at  Boston  in  October, 
1788,  having  been  absent  on  this  expedition  tWO  years  and 
fivo  months,  during  which  time  he  had  traversed  nearly  seven 
thousand  miles. 

Such  is  a  synopsis  of  the  travels  of  tlii-  distinguished  ex- 
plorer, and  it  remains  only  to  make  a  mere  mention  0*  the  sub 
sequent,  prominent  events  of  his  life. 
10 
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Soon  after  his  return  to  Boston,  he  sailed  for  England,  with 
•'a  view  to  publish  a  work  on  his  travels,  and  communicate  the 
'discoveries  he  had  made,  and  render  them  beneficial  to  that 
•kingdom.    On  his  arrival,  he  presented  a  petition  to  the  King 
•and  council  for  a  reimbursement  of  the  means  he  had  expended 
in  his  services  and  explorations.    This  was  referred  to  the 
Xords  Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  having  such 
matters  in  charge  by  whom  he  was  examined  in  regard  to  his 
discoveries.    JSo  recompense  was  then  granted  him,  but  per- 
mission was  given  him  to  publish  his  travels.    After  he  had 
disposed  of  them  to  a  publisher,  and  had  the  work  nearly 
ready  for  the  printer,  an  order  was  received  from  the  Council 
Board,  requiring  him  to  deliver  into  the  Plantation  Office,  all 
his  charts  and  journals,  with  every  paper  relating  to  the  dis- 
coveries which  he  had  made,  as  they  were  claimed  as  rightfully 
belonging  to  the  Government.    In  order  to  obey  this  inexora- 
ble command,  he  was  obliged  to  re-purchase  them  from  the 
publisher,  to  whom  his  pressing  necessities  had  probably  ren- 
dered it  unavoidable  to  dispose  of  them. 

Meanwhile,  the  King  did  so  far  yield  to  a  sense  of  justice  as 
to  dole  out  a  gratuity  of  £1,373,  6s.,  8d.,  and  finally  after  with- 
holding his  papers  nearly  ten  years,  permitted  him  to  publish 
his  work.  This  volume  was  well  received,  and  three  editions 
were  at  different  times  published  in  England. 

It  is  stated  on  the  authority,  such  as  it  is,  of  Dr.  S.  Peters, 
that  the  British  Government  at  length,  in  February,  177.),  at 
the  time  they  had  granted  Carver  the  money  just  mentioned, 
promised  him  a  body  of  150  men  to  sail  for  New  Orleans,  in 
the  following  June,  to  take  possession  of  bis  territory.  Thbj 
his  friends  regarded  as  a  tacit  admission  of  hifl  claim-  though 
in  reality  no  formal  confirmation  was  (wv  made.  Captain 
-Carver  had  interested  a  Mr.  Richard  Whitworth|  a  num- 
ber of  Parliament,  and  Major  Rogers,!  in  his  views  i 

♦Loni  Pal  merstoa  stated  In  1889,  that  no  trace  could  he  found  lo  the  rt  li 
in  the  British  Office  or  State  papers,  showing  an/  ratification  ol  UM  Ctrl  • 
Grant.-—  NelU's  Minnesota. 

t'l'his  was  the  famous  Major  Robert  Rogers,  who  commanded  the  onm*  m 
nt  Rangers  in  the  French  and  Indian  War.  and  who,  while  Governor  of  Mackinaw 
in  17»K1.  befriended  Carver  In  hli  outfll  of  presents  for  the  Indians    rhii  n«  n>* 
Revolutionary  War,  be  sided  with  the  British',  and  commanded  the  Quota  i 
.Rangers;  and  died  |fl  Bnglang  about  L800,  at  about  the  a i  •  ol  seventy  y« 
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northern  American  route  to  the  Pacific.  They  proposed  to 
have  built  a  Fort  on  Lake  Pepin;  to  have  proceeded  up  the 
Minnesota  river  until  they  found — as  they  supposed  they  could 
— a  branch  of  the  Missouri,  and  thence  journeying  over  the 
summit  of  lands — the  Kocky  Mountain  chain — until  they 
came  to  a  river  which  they  called  Oregon,  by  which  they  could 
descend  to  the  Pacific.  But  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  put  an  end  to  all  these  hopeful  schemes  of  settle- 
ment and  exploration. 

Captain  Carver  was  the  author  of  a  pamphlet  Treatise  on 
the  Culture  of  Tobacco — a  work  of  much  merit,  published  in 
1770.  The  same  year  a  large  folio  volume  entitled  the  New 
Universal  Traveler,  appeared  with  his  name  as  the  author — a 
work  which  he  did  not  prepare,  to  which,  probably  in  his  pov- 
erty and  want,  he  sold  his  name;  and  in  consequence  of  which, 
ho  was  abandoned  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  befriend  him. 
He  keenly  felt  the  injustice  of  his  treatment  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  abandonment  of  his  friends  served  but  to  add 
poignancy  to  his  mental  sufferings.  Dr.  Lettsom  observes 
that  "Capt.  Carver,  after  having  exhausted  his  fortune,  had 
now  a  family  to  support,  without  knowing  how  to  turn  his 
abilities  to  any  means  of  succoring  them.  Distress  of  arifltd 
begets  debility  of  body,  which  is  still  aggravated  by  penury, 
and  a  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life.  His  constitu- 
tion, naturally  firm,  gradually  grew  weaker  and  weaker;  but 
his  regard  to  his  family  animated  his  spirit  to  exertions  beyond 
the  strength  of  his  body,  which  enabled  him  to  preserve  r\- 
istence  through  the  winter  of  1779,  by  acting  as  clerk  LB  a  lot- 
tery office;  but  the  vital  powers,  succored  as  they  were  by  this 
casual  support,  diminished  by  certain,  thouuh  Imperceptible 
degrees,  till  at  length  a  putrid  fever  supervening  a  long  contin- 
ued dysentery,  brought  on  by  want,  put  an  end  to  the  life  oi 
a  man,  who,  after  rendering,  at  the  expense  of  fortune  Mid 
health  and  risk  of  life,  many  important*  services  to  his 
try,  perished  through  want  in  the  first  tltj  of  the  World."  Ee 
•died  on  the  31st  of  January,  1780,  at  the  age  of  fortj 
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years,  and  lies  interred  in  Holywell  Mount  burying  ground.* 
"In  size/'  continues  Dr.  Lettsom,  "Capt.  Carver  was  rather 
above  the  middle  stature,  and  of  a  firm,  muscular  texture;  his 
features  expressed  a  firmness  of  mind  and  boldness  of  resolu- 
tion; and  he  retained  a  florid  complexion  to  his  latest  mo- 
ments. In  conversation  he  was  social  and  affable,  where  he 
was  familiar;  but  his  extreme  diffidence  and  modesty  kept  him, 
in  general,  reserved  in  company.  In  his  familiar  epistles  he 
commanded  an  easy  and  agreeable  manner  of  writing;  and 
some  pieces  of  his  poetry,  which  have  been  communicated  to 
me,  afford  proof  of  his  lively  imagination,  and  of  the  harmony 
of  his  versification. " 

While  in  England  he  contracted  a  second  marriage.  By  his 
first  wife  he  had  two  sons,  Jonathan  and  Bufus  Carver, 
and  four  daughters,  Sarah,  Abigail,  Mary  and  Mindweil — 
whose  descendants  are  widely  scattered,  some  residing  in  Wis- 
consin. By  his  second  marriage  he  had  two  children,  one  of 
whom  died  young,  the  other,  Martha,  grew  up  to  womanhood 
and  married. 

Capt.  Carver's  ruling  passion  was  a  spirit  of  bold  enter- 
prise and  adventure,  and  firm  integrity  and  undaunted  cour- 
age were  among  his  prominent  characteristics.  The  narrative 
of  his  travels  everywhere  exhibits  a  strict  regard  for  truth, 
without  any  tinge  of  romantic  imagination.  A  man  of  such 
unaffected  modesty,  and  a  "diffidence,"  says  Dr.  Lettsom, 
"which  in  some  instances,  was  extraordinary  indeed/1  OOuld 
not  have  acted  the  part  of  a  falsifier  or  a  braggart  That  ho 
was  an  acute  and  close  observer,  an  industrious  Btudenl  of  eth- 
nology, and  a  careful,  discriminating  journalist,  his  chapto  r  on 
the  Indian  Races  and  the  natural  history  of  the  North-W<  I 

*  There  seems  to  be  a  discrepancy  of  B  couple  of  flays  In  the  Aftti  ■  I  1 
death,  between  Dr.  Lettsom  and  Dr.  Peters'  nceount*.  nud  the  o«nt/rtnrt  '*  1/ 
zirie  for  1780,  p.  102;  tho  latter  says  the  event  occurred  Jnn.  20th,  1780   and  on 
p.  15.'J  of  the  same  volume,  it  Is  stated:    "We  are  sorry  to  Inform  our  readers, 
thai  we  are  weii  assured  thai  Capt.  Carver  died  absolutely  snd 
leaving  a  wife  and  two  small  children,  for  whom  Dr.  Lettsom.  with  his  w«mr»i 
humanity,   interests  himself,  and  1ms  disposed  of  many  enplrs  of  hl«    !■  ■  ■  ■«. 
which,  notwithstanding  their  jrrcnl  merit,  could  Qo1  ]  1   cun  him  I 
vision."    It  was  for  the  benefit  of  Cap1  Carver'a  fnmllj   thai  hr  i  n 
the  third  edition  of  tho  Travels,  with  ihe  memoir  of  Ihe  autl 
And  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  touching  account  the  Doctor  irave  ot  i  «n  ri 
death  In  poverty  and  want,  thai  led  to  the  Institution  of  Hi.  ccli 
fill  "Literary  Fund"  of  Loudon,  for  the  relief  of  u<  ed\  a  iih.  1       s<     <  ml 

Moganint,  1780,  p,  i,s:t,  and  Allibone'i  DM  of  A*th  1   l  -  d. 
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must  prove  to  even  the  most  casual  reader.  The  cold  neglect 
of  the  Government,  and  the  utter  destitution  of  the  close  of 
his  life,  present  another  example  of  the  treatment  usually 
allotted  by,  the  world  to  those  who  make  great  discoveries  and 
great  sacrifices  for  its  sake. 

That  he  had  far-sighted  views  of  the  great  value  of  the  new 
regions  he  had  so  thoroughly  explored,  and  so  faithfully  de- 
scribed, is  best  attested  by  the  following  extract  from  his 
work:  "To  what  power  or  authority  this  New  World  will  be- 
come dependent  after  it  has  arisen  from  its  present  unculti- 
vated state,  time  alone  can  discover.  But  as  the  seat  of  em- 
pire from  time  immemorial  has  been  gradually  progressive 
towards  the  west,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  at  some  future 
period  mighty  kingdoms  will  emerge  from  these  wildernesses, 
and  stately  palaces  and  solemn  temples  with  gilded  spires  reach- 
ing the  skies,  supplant  the  Indian  huts,  whose  only  decorations 
are  the  barbarous  trophies  of  their  vanquished  enemies." 
Speaking  of  the  advantages  of  the  country,  he  says:  "The 
future  population  will  be  able  to  convey  their  produce  to  the 
seaports  with  great  facility,  the  current  of  the  river  from  its 
source  to  its  entrance  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  being  extremely 
favorable  for  this  purpose.  This  might  in  time  be  facilitated 
by  canals  or  shorter  cuts,  and  a  communication  opened  by 
water  with  New  York,  by  way  of  the  Lakes." 

Captain  Carver  has  passed  away,  and  where  one  hundred 
years  ago,  the  wild  Indians  were  the  only  race  that  occupied 
the  land  of  our  own  beautiful  State,  a  marvellous  change  has 
indeed  taken  place.  The  Red  Man,  except  here  and  there  I 
straggler,  has  also  departed,  and  we  who  have  superceded  him 
can  mark  the  changes  of  time,  and  the  improwmmN  in  the 
arts  of  industry  and  civilization,  and  rejoice  thai  we  haye  IttCn 
a  goodly  heritage.  Let  us  never  cease  to  respect  the  memory 
of  one  of  Wisconsin's  earliest  explorers  and  truest  narrator*, 
Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  of  the  ooionj  of  Connecticut 
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The  Carver  Grant 

For  ihe  last  eighty  or  more  years,  a  large  tract  of  country, 
lying  in  the  States  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  has  been 
claimed  by  Capt.  Carver's  descendants  and  assignees,  under  a 
title  or  grant  from  certain  Indian  chiefs  at  what  is  known  as 
"Carver's  Cave,"  a  short  distance  north  of  St.  Paul,  or  the 
first  day  of  May,  1767.  It  is  described  as  follows:  "From 
the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  running  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  nearly  south-east  as  far  as  the  south  end  of  Lake 
Pepin,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa  river,  thence  eastward 
one  hundred  miles,  thence  northward  one  hundred  twenty 
miles,  and  from  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony."  This  territory  includes  the  present  cities  of  St. 
Paul  and  Minneapolis,  and  some  of  the  choicest  lands  in  the 
State  of  Minnesota. 

The  existence  of  this  claim,  and  the  attempts  which  have 
been  made  to  induce  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  O  ft- 
firm  the  Indian  grant,  or  compensate  the  supposed  owners  foi 
the  loss  of  the  land,  have  given  the  subject  an  importance,  to 
entitle  it  to  a  place  among  the  historic  records  of  our  State. 

In  his  published  volume  of  travels,  Carver  gives  an 
account  of  an  Indian  council,  held  at  the  caw  which  is  known 
by  his  name,  and  a  speech  which  he  purports  to  have  made  to 
the  Indians;  yet  no  mention  is  there  made  of  any  grant  01 
lands.  After  his  decease,  Dr.  Lettaom,  his  biographer,  and  I 
man  of  the  highest  reputation,  states,  that  the  deed  oi  which 
he  inserted  a  copy  in  his  edition  of  Carver's  Tnu-rls.  was 
literally  and  accurately  copied  from  a  manuscript  paper  in  the 
possession  of  his  widow,  Mary  Can.  r,  wh<>  declared  t<-  him. 

Dr.  Lettsom,  that  it  was  an  original  gran]  oonveyed  to  bei 
husband  by  the  Indians.*    This  is  the  Brat  lOCOUnt  Wl 


•  On rver  only  once  In  the  body  of  his  work,  mentions  the  rhleK  whoso  nUn* 

tures  and  "family  coiil  of  arms"  are  appended  to  the  d«v,l     on  i  so  ■ 
lng  of  Indian  nomenclature,  he  says  :     "Thin  un-nl  wiinh 

was  named  01  rah  Ion  gOOII)  llsh-cah,  thai  is.  Tin              Vitthn   „f  S>uiir>  °''"n. 

being  In  English,  father,  ton-goom,  preat.  and  llsh  ca,  n  snnW.<  \noirirr  .  1 

was  called  Ho  nnh  pnw-ia-ilu.  which  meani  a  iwlfl  runni  r  over  I  mDi.  - 
J.  F.  WiHiamg,  in  ihe  carver  Centenary  pamphlet,  L8ti 
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of  its  existence.  There  is  no  evidence  extant,  that  Carver 
ever  mentioned  such  a  grant,  or  alluded  to  such  a  deed  dur- 
ing his  lifetime,  except  that  Dr.  Peters  states  in  his  testi- 
mony, that  Carver  in  his  last  sickness,  referred  to  the  grant 
in  his  and  Dr.  Lettsom's  presence,  and  expressed  a  hope  that 
his  IT  a  jest  y  would  ratify  the  deed  for  the  good  of  his  children, 
and  :or  the  good  of  the  nation  in  strengthening  the  friendship 
of  the  Indians  to  the  English  in  that  quarter;  and  except  so 
far  as  the  scheme,  stated  on  the  same  doubtful  authority,  of 
making  a  contemplated  settlement  and  fort  at  Lake  Pepin, 
might  he  supposed  to  confirm  the  idea  of  such  a  grant. 

Dr.  Peters'  testimony  that  Carver  had  a  hearing  before 
the  Kng,  in  February,  1775,  praying  for  a  confirmation  of 
that  grant,  is  neither  corroborated  nor  disproved.  It  may  be 
regarded  as  quite  certain,  that  there  is  nothing  in  Captain 
Carver's  character  to  warrant  the  supposition  that  he  would 
be  g'mlty  of  forging  such  a  deed ;  and  it  would  be  preposter- 
ous to  suppose  that  Dr.  Lettsom  would  for  a  moment  have 
kit  himself  to  any  mere  trumped  up  scheme  to  cheat  or  de- 
hue  the  public.  He  certainly  believed  in  the  authenticity  of 
the  deed ;  and  of  all  men  he  had  the  best  opportunities,  from 
his  personal  knowledge  of  Captain  Carver  and  his  widow,  and 
frou  the  Captain's  papers,  of  which  he  became  possessed,  to 
julge  of  the  trustworthiness  of  the  deed  in  question.  At  tin's 
period  Dr.  Peters,  so  far  as  we  know,  has  no  interest  in  this 
cldm,  and  could  have  had  no  motive  for  imposing  any  inter- 
ested views  or  purposes  of  his  own  on  Dr.  Lettsom — nor  have 
ve  any  evidence  that  he  ever  made  any  such  attempt. 


♦If  dpt.  Carver  really  obtained  bis  grant  on  this  occa  01 
asked,  did  lie  maintain  so  complete  a  silence  In  Ills  work  «»n  the  sublet    n  •silence 
that  has  given  rise  to  a  suspicion,  that  the  grant  was  merely  an  mor-tho 
Carver's  part,  or  a  forgery  on  the  pari  of  some  one  after  his  death,  n 
natural  explanation  wo  can  offer  is  tins:    That  Carver  knew  full  well  thai    v  Ihi 
King's  proclamation  of  Oct.  7.  I7<;:t.  individuals  were  Btrlctlj  li 
quiring  hind  grants  from  the  Indians-,  whether  singly  or  collective^  ; 
theloss,  had  so  fur  won  upon  the  friendship  and  gratitude  of  the  two  Rio  ix  <  I  l<  •. 
that  a  large  land  grant:  was  easily  Obtained,  and  very  tempting  .  and  thai  In     i  n 
eluded  to  secure  it,  and  trust  to  time  and  the  merit  ol  hi-  discoveries  nu.l  sacn 
fices,  eventually  to  secure  0  Confirmation  Of  the  grant      That   he  doomed  It  me 
better  policy  to  omit  all  reference  (,»  the  deed  In  his  VOtum<   of   rVrtH  >*,    est  \\ 
should  Ik-  thought:  that  the  work  was  gotten  up  for  the  esp 

lug  attention  to  his  grant,  and  aiding  to  secure  Its  confirmation     thai   lh- ■  ■ 
boldness,  If  practiced,  might  defeat   the  object   In  vhv.    N;;;  '  •     '  "\  \  \) 

thought,  that  by  omitting  all  allusions  to  the  grant,  H  e  wo  

would,  be  favorably  received  by  the  Holontlllo  and  burned  men  of  «..-  « 

and  the  Colonies,  and  would  thus  aid  In  building  up  a  reputation  In    .  -  I- 1  ,if 

thai  would  materially  serve  to  strengthen  his  petition  ami 
mcut  for  the  ultimate  confirmation  of  the  grnnt.  We  
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It  was  not  till  after  Dr.  Peters'  return  to  America,  in  1805, 
that  he  became  a  principal  party,  under  the  American  claim- 
ants, to  this  tract.  The  testimony  of  Dr.  Peters,  and  other 
evidence  in  the  petitions  which  were  brought  forward  in  'he 
application  to  Congress  by  the  heirs,  and  the  reports  of  the 
committees  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  are  so  full  md 
complete,  that  it  has  been  thought  advisable  to  republish  all 
this  testimony  and  other  accompanying  documents  from  the 
American  State  Papers,  from  reading  of  which  every  one  in- 
terested in  the  subject  can  form  his  own  opinion  a3  t>  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  claim. 

We  find  in  the  British  Annual  Register  for  1798,  this  para- 
graph:  "A  young  woman  of  the  name  of  Carver,  louse- 
maid  to  Capt.  Sir  Pichard  Pearson,  of  Greenwich  Hospital, 
proves  to  be  the  daughter  of  the  late  Captain  Carver,  of  great 
trans-Atlantic  celebrity,  who  acquired  a  vast  tract  of  comtry 
in  the  back  settlements  of  America.  This  the  Indians  luve 
faithfully  guaranteed  and  preserved  for  his  legal  representa- 
tive, who  is,  at  length,  indisputably  found  in  the  fortuuae 
young  woman  above  mentioned.  The  territory,  in  times  >f 
peace,  is  estimated  at  £100,000  sterling." 

It  was  probably  about  this  period  that  Dr.  Peters  referrel, 
when  he  made  the  following  statement:    That  he  learned  froti 


believe  that  such  were  the  views  that  Influenced  Cant.  Carver  Id  presenting  entrc 
silence  In  his  work  with  reference  to  ills  grant,  and  that,  the  result  of  the  coure 
he  had  adopted  was  very  much  as  he  had  contemplated. 

The  evidence  adduced  in  the  letter  of  Constant  A    Andrews,  among  the  <i  < 
ments  that  follow,  is  that  the  Sioux  Chief  Red  Wing,  1818  10,  MM  M  wai  I  ■ 
young  at  the  time  to  recollect  anything  of  the  papers  ot  conveyance,  bul  that  hi 
two  uncles  gave  Carver  the  lands.    The  late  Judge  James  H.  Lock  wood,  lo  hi 
Narrative,  published  tn  the  2d  vol.  of  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  testifies  to  the  fa  t  thl 
such  a  person  as  Andrews  erected  a  saw  mill  in  the  hi. Ii:«n  country  .it  thai  tlnw 
In  Major  Forsyth's  Journal  of  L819.  now  first  published,  we  And  on  pp.  I  1  «11 
12  of  this  volume,  a  remarkable  confirmation  of  Red  Wings  statement  ;  thai  be  hid 
heard  his  father  say,  that  such  a  grant  east  of  Lake  !Vpln    was  glv.-n  lo  an 
Englishman  who  promised  to  return  with  largo  presents  ol  mrreh 
tn  the  country.     Red  Wing  was  about  sixty  yearn  of  ftffC  When  be  M         _  ™ 
Major  Forsyth!  he  must,  therefore,  have  been  only  about  i  l  when 

Carver  visited  the  Sioux— too  young  to  have  remembered  the  •''^MmstfnoM.  ?JP 
cept  as  his  father  related  them  to  him.  From  Andrews  letter.  It  would  .■  mm-  -«r 
that  Lefoy,  or  Wan  be  sliaw,  also  made  a  statement  favorable  to  (  jirver  I  CUUI  - 
precisely  what,  Is  not  stated. 

That  the  most  of  the  Sioux,  fifty  years  after  the  -rant  "  '  V  7.     '  ' 
snould  plead  Ignorance  of  the  transaction,  Is  very  natural     one   ,  *   he  .  ■ 
from  a  reliable  witness,  would  be  worth  more  than  a  whoh»  retf| mm    of  n  ^  t. 
or  don't -know  testimony.    It  Is  a  well  known  fact  In  Indian  policy  t  haiihjj R*d 
Men  find  It  very  convenient,  after  having  sold  lands  snd  enjoyed  th*  prnreeda 
deny  all  knowledge  of  such  sale,  hoping  to  rene*  the  bargain  and  j» 

and  thus  keep  up  the  process  as  lOQg  as  thev  can  makfl  I    WOI  k  1 0     o ll  ^JJJJ. 
and  advantage.     As  early  as  1742.  Colden  iBforjM. US     hat    ht  {"^""g 
chief  and  orator.  Ca-naa-sa- tee-go,  thus  sharply  rebuke,   so  n,  .  r *  ,  i 
had  been  playing  thlH  game:    "This  land  you  Ha  m  has  g.  «  >  ll  r  nib  ,    .  C< 
you  have  been  furnished  with  clothes,  meat  and  drink,  b> 
It.  and  now  you  want  It  aguln,  children  as  >ou  IN 
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Dr.  Lettsom  and  others,  that  Mr.  0.  &  Co.,  believing  that 
Martha  Carver  owned  the  land  in  question,  as  she  wa3 
deemed  the  only  surviving  child  of  Capt.  Carver;  Mr.  C.  & 
Co.  induced  Martha  to  leave  the  house  of  Lady  Pearson, 
her  benefactor  and  foster-mother,  who  had  adopted  Martha 
as  her  own  child,  and  clandestinely  to  marry  a  sailor ;  and  then 
induced  her  and  her  husband  to  take  out  letters  of  administra- 
tion on  Capt.  Carver's  estate,  and  the  next  day  prevailed  on 
them  to  appoint  Mr.  C.  their  agent,  conveying  to  this  person 
by  the  same  instrument,  all  the  territory  mentioned  in  the  In- 
dian deed  to  Capt.  Carver,  reserving  only  one-tenth  to  Mar- 
tha and  her  husband.  That  Mr.  C.  &  Co.  sent  a  Mr.  Clark 
with  goods  and  money  of  nearly  £2,000  sterling  in  value,  to 
visit  the  ISTaudowissies,  and  procure  a  new  deed  of  the  land  to 
C.  &  Co.  That  Clark,  on  his  way  from  New  York  to  Niaga- 
ra was  murdered  and  robbed,  and  the  murderer  discovered, 
convicted,  and  hanged  at  Albany ;  but  that  the  sad  catastrophe 
of  Mr.  Clark  prevented  C.  &  Co.  from  any  further  prosecution 
of  their  scheme,  as  Dr.  Lettsom,  Sir  Eichard  Pearson,  Dr. 
Pearson  and  others  related  to  Dr.  Peters,  and  also  thai  it  was 
their  opinion  that  Clark  had  the  original  deed  with  him  ifl 
the  time  of  his  murder,  which  had  been  surreptitiously  tab  D 
from  Dr.  Lettsom. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1794,  the  American  children  executed 
a  deed  of  conveyance  in  fee  to  Edward  Houghton,  of  Vet 
mont,  of  all  their  respective  rights  and  interests  for  the 
sideration  of  £50,000  sterling;  and  in  1822,  Mr,  Houghton, 
by  deed,  granted  the  "Carver  Grant"  to  James  L  Boll  and 
Charles  Graham,  of  New  York  city,  and  George  Blake,  0< 
Boston,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  stockholders  of  i  certain 

unincorporated  company  called  the  Mississippi  Land  Company, 
of  New  York,  and  their  assigns  forever, 

Meanwhile  Dr.  Peters,  with  a  Mr.  Samuel  Harrison,  had 
petitioned  Congress,  selling  forth  that  in  November,  is,)>'.  the 
former  had  purchased  of  the  heirs  of  Carver  all  their  rights, 

but  did  not  exhibit  die  deed  of  conveyance. 
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The  documents  which  follow,  it  is  believed,  contain  every 
material  fact  claimed  by  Carver's  descendants,  and  assigns,  as 
well  as  the  views  entertained  by  the  Congressional  Committees. 
The  whole  subject  appears  to  have  been  examined  by  them 
impartially  and  with  the  best  of  motives ;  and,  as  will  be  seen, 
they  reported  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  he. 
granted,  which  reports  were  accepted  and  adopted  by  Congress. 
This  decision  at  this  remote  period  will  probably  never  be  dis- 
turbed. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  even  at  the  present  time  certain 
unscrupulous  persons  are  engaged  in  imposing  titles  under  this 
claim  upon  the  ignorant  and  unsuspecting;  and  on  quite  a 
recent  occasion,  an  individual  passed  through  Madison,  on  his 
way  to  the  North-West,  to  examine  the  quality  of  land  he  had 
purchased  under  the  Carver  Grant,  it  having  been  represented 
to  him  that  the  title  was  good  and  valid.  Letters  of  inquiry 
concerning  this  Grant  are  yet  of  not  infrequent  occurrence; 
and  deeds  under  the  Carver  title  are  recorded  at  Prairie  du 
Chi  en  and  St.  Paul,  and  perhaps  elsewhere. 


Documents  Relating  to  the  Carver  Grant 

Indian  Deed  to  Capt.  Jonathan  Carver 

To  Jonathan  Carver,  a  chief  under  the  most  mighty  and 
potent  George  the  Third,  king  of  the  English  and  other  na- 
tions, the  fame  of  whose  courageous  warriors  has  reached  OUT 
ears,  and  has  been  more  fully  told  us  by  our  pood  brother  Jona- 
than aforesaid,  whom  we  rejoice  to  166  Come  among  us  and 

bring  us  good  news  from  his  country,    We,  chiefs  of  the  Si  1 
dowissies,  who  have  hereto  set  our  seals,  So  by  \\u  m  pn  Sefltf, 
for  ourselves  and  heirs  forever,  in  return  for  the  many  preeenta, 

and  other  good  services  done  by  the  slid  Jonathan  to  OUneWtfl 
and  allies,  give,  grant  and  convey  to  him  the  laid  Jonathan,  and 

to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  the  whole  o<  1  oi  rtain  in 
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territory  of  land,  bounded  as  follows:  (viz.)  from  the  Falls  of 
St,  Anthony,  running  on  the  east  banks  of  the  Mississippi 
nearly  southeast,  as  far  as  the  south  end  of  Lake  Pepin, 
where  the  Chippewa  river  joins  the  Mississippi,  and  from 
thence  eastward  five  day's  travel,  accounting  twenty  English 
miles  per  day,  and  from  thence  north  six  day's  travel,  at  twenty 
English  miles  per  day,  and  from  thence  again  to  the  Falls  of 
St.  Anthony,  on  a  direct  straight  line.  We  do  for  ourselves, 
heirs  and  assigns  forever,  give  unto  the  said  Jonathan,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever,  all  the  said  lands,  with  all  the  trees,  rocks 
and  rivers  therein,  reserving  for  ourselves  and  heirs  the  sole 
liberty  of  hunting  and  fishing  on  land  not  planted  or  improved 
by  the  said  Jonathan,  his  heirs  and  assigns:  to  which  we  have 
affixed  our  respective  seals,  at  the  Great  Cave,  May  the  first, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 

Haw-no-paw- ja-ten, 

(With  his  totem  or  mark  of  a  turtle.) 
O-TOH-TON-GOOM-LISir-EAW, 

(With  his  totem  or  mark  of  a  snake.) 


Indian  Grant  to  Capt.  Jonathan  Carver 

Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  April  24,  1822. 

To  tlie  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives on  the  20th  January  last,  requesting  tin-  Presides!  1  I 
the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  that  House, 
certain  information  relative  to  the  claim  made  by  Jonathan 
Carver  to  certain  lands  within  the  United  State*,  Dfttr  tin 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  I  now  transmit  a  r<  p.'H  M  Bee 

retary  of  the  Treasury,  which,  with  the  accompanying  <]<>ru- 
ments,  contain  all  the  information  on  this  subject  10  the  pot*  - 
sion  of  the  Executive. 

James  Monroe. 

Washington,  April  23,  1822. 
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Treasury  Department,  22d  April,  1S22. 
Sib: — In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
tatives  of  the  29th  of  January  last,  which  has  been  referred  to 
this  department,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  enclosed  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  with  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Col.  H.  Leavenworth  to  the  said  Com- 
missioner, which  contain  all  the  information  in  the  possession  of 
this  department  relative  to  the  claim  of  Jonathan  Carver  to  cer- 
tain lands  within  the  United  States,  near  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony. 

I  remain  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Ceawford. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


General  Land  Office,  February  8,  1822. 

Sie  : — In  obedience  to  the  resolve  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States,  of  January  29,  1822,  "that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  com- 
municated to  this  House,  such  information  as  may  be  obtained 
from  any  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  heretofore  made  on  the  subject,  or  from  other  documents 
in  any  of  the  public  offices,  relative  to  the  claim  made  by  Jon* 
than  Carver  to  certain  lands  within  the  United  States,  near  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,"  which  is  this  day  referred  to  me,  1  btT6 
the  honor  to  state  that,  in  the  winter  of  17G6-17G7,  Jonathan 
Carver  resided  at  or  near  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  on  the  riwr 
Mississippi,  being  the  only  white  person  there,  and  asserted  that 
the  Naudowissie  Indians  gave  him  about  100  miles  sonar,  f 
land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi}  between  the  Palls  of 
St.  Anthony  and  Lake  Pepin. 

By  tho  proclamation  of  the  KingofGreal  Britain,  dated  0 
ber  7, 1763,  the  purchase  of  lands  from  the  [ndians  is  prohibited 
in  the  following  terms,  viz.:  "We  do  striotty  enjoia  and  require 

that  no  private  person  do  presume  to  mak.>  anv  pun  li 
tho  said  Indians  of  any  lands  reserved  to  the  said  tndiana,  with- 
in those  parts  of  our  Colonies  where  we  hare  thoofhl  propet  to 
allow  settlements,  but  that  if  at  any  time  HJ  ol  the  Sikl  hdiftllS 


1872] 


Carver's  Grant 


should  be  inclined  to  dispose  of  the  said  lands,  the  same  shall  be 
purchased  for  us  only  in  our  name,  at  some  public  meeting  or  as- 
sembly of  the  said  Indians  to  be  held  for  that  purpose,  by  the 
Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  our  colony,  respectively, 
within  which  they  shall  lie." 

Captain  Jonathan  Carver  had  been  an  officer  in  the  British 
service  in  the  war,  which  terminated  by  the  treaty  concluded  at 
Paris,  February  10,  1703;  his  pretended  purchase  was,  there- 
fore, in  direct  violation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  his  own 
Government,  and  in  any  court  under  that  Government  would 
have  been  judged  null  and  void. 

The  same  correct  policy  which  dictated  the  proclamation  of 
October  7,  1763,  has  been  invariably  adhered  to  by  the  United 
States,  and  was  ably  supported  by  their  Ministers  during  the 
negotiations  at  Ghent,  in  1814,  particularly  in  the  note  of  Sep- 
tember 26,  addressed  to  the  British  Commissioners. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit,  as  a  part  of  this  report,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Col.  Henry  Leavenworth,  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  containing  information  on  this  subject,  whieh, 
it  is  presumed,  will  be  deemed  valuable. 

Frequent  applications  have  been  made  to  this  office  by  gentle- 
men from  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  requesting  an  opitt- 
ion  on  the  validity  of  Carver's  claim;  to  all  of  which,  the  Mr 
swer  has  been,  that  the  claim  is  unfounded,  and  of  no  validity. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c, 

Josiah  Meigs. 

Honorable,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Washington,  July  IS,  18S1 
Sir: — Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  what  I  have  understood  from  the  Indian^  of  the  SlOttl  na- 
tion, as  well  as  some  facts  within  mv  own  knowledj 
is  commonly  te  rmed  "Carver's  Grant." 

Tho  grant  purports  to  be  made  by  chi<  fs  of  the  Sioux  ..f  the 

Plain,  and  one  of  the  chiefs  uses  the  sign  of  the  lerpent,  and 
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the  other  a  turtle,  purporting  that  their  names  are  derived  from 
those  animals.* 

The  land  lies  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  The  Indians 
do  not  recognize  or  acknowledge  the  grant  to  be  valid,  and  they 
(among  others)  assign  the  following  reasons: 

1st.  The  Sioux  of  the  Plain  never  owned  a  foot  of  land  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  The  Sioux  Nation  is  divided 
into  two  grand  divisions,  viz:  the  Sioux  of  the  Lake,  or,  per- 
haps, more  literally,  Sioux  of  the  River,  and  Sioux  of  the 
Plain.  The  former  subsist  by  hunting  and  fishing,  and  usually 
move  from  place  to  place  by  water,  in  canoes,  during  the  sum- 
mer season,  and  travel  on  the  ice  in  the  winter,  when  not  on 
their  hunting  excursions. 

The  latter  subsist  entirely  by  hunting,  and  have  no  canoes, 
nor  do  they  know  but  little  about  the  use  of  them.  They  reside 
in  the  large  prairies  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  follow  the  buf- 
falo, upon  which  they  entirely  subsist:  these  are  called  Sioux 
of  the  Plain,  and  never  owned  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

2d.  The  Indians  say  they  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such 
chiefs  as  those  who  have  signed  the  grant  to  Carver,  either 
amongst  the  Sioux  of  the  River,  or  among  the  Sioux  of  the 
Plain.  They  say,  if  Captain  Carver  ever  did  obtain  ft  deed 
or  grant,  it  was  signed  by  some  foolish  young  men  who  were 
not  chiefs,  and  who  were  not  authorized  to  make  the  grant. 
Among  the  Sioux  of  the  River  there  are  no  such  names. 

3d.  They  say  that  the  Indians  "never  received  any  thing  for 
the  land,"  and  they  have  no  intention  to  part  with  it  without  ft 
consideration. 

From  my  knowledge  of  the  Indians,  I  am  induoed  to  think 
that  they  would  not  make  so  considerable  ft  gftfet,  and  hlMa  H  | 1 
into  full  effect,  without  receiving  a  substantial  oonsiderrooiL 

•  These  appendages  to  an  Indian  Chief's  signature  are  nol  d< 
■as  Colonel  Leavenworth  supposed,  the  name  Itself;  hut  was  the  totem  nvmh 
of  the  particular  hand  of  the  tribe  0>  which  !)<•  belonged ;  and  each  I 
tlon  was  subdivided  into  several  hands,  each  designated  l>)  1,14        •  "  "om<l  1 
or  beast,  or  (lie  like     These  totemt  were  not  only  appended  to  their  nrtmrs  »n 
treaty  and  other  hnslness  papers,  hut  on  their  jrrave-posts 
graph  representations  carved  on  trees  when  returnlni  From  war  ei 
Longfellow  tells  us : 

"And  thev  painted  on  the  crave  P0>1  I 

of  the  graves  y<  t  unforgotten, 

l/.ich  his  own  ancestral  folem, 
Rach  the  symbol  of  his  household  ; 
Figures  of  the  hear  and  reindeer. 

Of  the  turtle,  crane  and  leaver  "  U» 
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4th.  They  have  and  ever  have  had,  the  possession  of  the  land, 
and  intend  to  keep  it.  I  know  that  they  are  very  particular  in 
making  every  person  who  wishes  to  cut  timber  on  that  tract, 
obtain  their  'permission  to  do  so,  and  to  obtain  payment  for  it. 
In  the  month  of  May  last,  some  Frenchmen  brought  a  large  raft 
of  red  cedar  timber  out  of  the  Chippewa  river,  which  timber 
was  cut  on  the  tract  before  mentioned.  The  Indians  at  one  of 
the  villages  on  the  Mississippi,  where  the  principal  chief  resid- 
ed, compelled  the  Frenchmen  to  land  the  raft,  and  would  not 
permit  them  to  pass  until  they  had  received  pay  for  the  timber; 
and  the  Frenchmen  were  compelled  to  leave  their  raft  with  the 
Indians  until  they  went  to  Prairie  du  Chien  and  obtained  the 
necessary  articles,  and  made  the  payment  required. 

I  am  Sir,  very  Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IT.  Leavenworth, 

To  Josiah  Meigs,  Esq.,  Commissioner,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 


Indian  Grant  to  Captain  Carver 

Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January  23,  1823. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  committee  on  Public  Lands,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Harrison,  agent  for 
the  heirs  of  Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  praying  for  the  n  .: 
nition  and  confirmation  of  an  Indian  deed  for  a  Large  traet  of 
land  near  St.  Anthony's  Falls,  on  the  Mississippi;  and  alM  the 
petition  of  Rev.  Samuel  Peters,  LL.  I).,  who  claims  Baid  tract 
of  land  as  assignee  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Cam  r,  and  prays 
that  he  may  be  permitted  to  take  possession  of  the  uum 
ported : 

The  petitioners  state  that  Capt.  Jonathan  Carver,  in  thi  J*  If 
1700,  took  a  long  tour  among  the  Indian  tribe*,  two  bundri  1 
miles  west  of  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  on  the  Mississippi, 
made  important  discoveries  during  his  travels  and  residence  01 
two  years  and  five  months  with  various  Indian  bribe*,  which  be 
caused  to  be  printed  and  published  in  London  in  IT, 

That  by  his  conciliatory  manners  he  gained  the  good  will  01 

•  Evidently  n  nils-print  for  177S.  1    1 '  n 
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the  Indian  tribes,  and  became  the  peace-maker  between  two  large 
nations  who  were  at  war;  and  to  reward  him  for  his  wisdom  and 
friendly  interposition,  the  sachems  of  the  Naudowissiea  were 
pleased  to  grant,  and  accordingly  gave  to  him  and  his  heirs  a 
deed  for  a  tract  of  land  therein  specially  described,  dated  at  the 
Great  Cave,  May  the  first,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-seven;  that  the  chief  of  said  tribe  made  him  a  chief  of 
their  tribe  on  the  same  day,  and  he  then  engaged  to  return  and 
settle  in  the  said  territory  with  his  family  and  connexions.  (An 
alleged  copy  of  said  deed  is  inserted  in  the  first  mentioned  pe- 
tition.) That  Captain  Jonathan  Carver  afterwards  returned 
to  Boston,  and  sailed  for  London,  where  he  arrived  in  the  year 
seventeen  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  and  soon  after  laid  his 
deed  before  the  British  Government,  praying  for  the  oonfi 
tion  of  it,  and  received  for  answ7er,  that  it  should  be  confirmed 
as  soon  as  the  history  of  his  travels  was  printed  and  published. 
But  in  consequence  of  the  misunderstanding  which  existed  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America,  the  ratification  of  the  deed 
was  suspended.  That  Captain  J.  Carver  died  in  London,  .1  .mi- 
liary 31st,  1780,  leaving  a  numerous  progeny;  and,  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  independence  of  America,  the  right  t<»  ratify 
Indian  grants  devolved  on  the  United  States. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Peters  in  his  petition  further  states,  that 
Lefei,  the  present  Emperor  of  the  Sioux  and  Naudowissies,  Bud 
Red  Wing,  a  sachem,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  the  two  grand 
chiefs  Avho  signed  the  said  deed  to  Captain  Carver,  have  given 
satisfactory  and  positive  proof  that  they  allowed  their  ancestonr 
deed  to  be  genuine,  good  and  valid,  and  thai  Captain  Owm  r'l 
heirs  and  assigns  are  the  owners  of  said  territory,  and  may  00- 
cupy  it  free  of  all  molestation. 

The  committee  have  examined  and  considered  the. data  thus 
exhibited  by  (he  petitioners,  and  remark  that  the  original  deed 
is  not  produced,  nor  any  competent  legal  evidence  otfew  d  ol  its 
execution;  nor  is  there  any  proof  that  the  persons  wh 
leged  made  the  deed,  were  the  chiefs  of  same  tribe,  U01  that  (if 
chiefs)  they  had  authority  to  grant  and  give  away  the  land  be- 
longing to  their  tribe.  The  paper  annexed  to  their  petition  as  a 
copy  of  said  deed,  has  no  subscribing  mtn<      .  and  u  I 
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seem  impossible,  at  this  remote  period,  to  ascertain  the  impor- 
tant fact,  that  the  persons  who  signed  the  deed  comprehended 
and  understood  the  meaning  and  effect  of  their  act. 

The  want  of  proof  as  to  these  facts  would  interpose  in  the  way 
of  the  claimants  insuperable  difficulties.  But,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  the  claim  is  not  such  as  the  United  States  are 
under  any  obligation  to  allow,  even  if  the  deed  were  proved  in 
legal  form.  The  British  Government  before  the  time  when  the 
alleged  deed  bears  date,  had  deemed  it  prudent  and  necessary, 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes  under  their 
sovereignty,  protection  and  dominion,  to  prevent  British  sub- 
jects from  purchasing  lands  from  the  Indians;  and  this  rule  of 
policy  was  made  known  and  enforced  hy  the  proclamation  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  of  7th  October,  17G3,  which  contains  an 
express  prohibition.  Captain  Carver,  aware  of  the  law,  and 
knowing  that  such  a  contract  could  not  vest  the  legal  title  in 
him,  applied  to  the  British  Government  to  ratify  and  confirm 
the  Indian  grant,  and  though  it  was  competent  for  that  Govern- 
ment then  to  confirm  the  grant  and  vest  the  title  of  said  land  in 
him,  yet,  from  some  cause,  that  Government  did  not  think  proper 
to  do  so.  The  territory  has  since  become  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  and  an  Indian  grant  not  good  against  the  Brit- 
ish Government  would  appear  to  be  not  binding  upon  the 
United  States  Government.  What  benefit  the  British  Govern- 
ment derived  from  the  services  of  Captain  Carver  by  big  travels 
and  residence  among  the  Indians,  that  Government  alone  could 
determine,  and  alone  could  judge  what  remuneration  those  ser- 
vices deserved.  One  fact  appears  from  the  declaration  "t  Mr. 
Peters,  in  his  statement  in  writing  among  the  papers  exhib 
namely,  that  the  British  Government  did  give  Captain  Carver 

the  sum  of  one  thousand  three  hundn  1  and  s<  vcntv  five  pounds, 

six  shillings  and  eight  pence  sterling.     To  tin1  Unit  9 
however,  Captain  Carver  rendered  no  service  which  could  bo  as- 
sumed as  an  equitable  ground  for  the  support  of  the  petitioneri 
claim.    The  committee  being  of  opinion  thai  the  United  S 

are  not  bonml  in  law  or  equity  to  confirm  the  said  alleged  1" 
dian  grant,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  i 

ReSQivvd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  n--t  lo  be 

granted, 
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Indian  Grant  to  Captain  Carver 

Communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  Jan.  28,  1825. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  and  documents  of 
Dr.  Samuel  Peters,  reported : 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that  he  has  acquired  the  title  to 
a  large  tract  of  country,  usually  called  "Carver's  grant,"  situated 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  beginning  at  the  Falls  of 
St.  Anthony,  and  running  down  the  margin  nearly  southeast  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa  river;  thence  easterly,  one  hundred 
miles;  thence  north,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles;  thence  on 
a  straight  line  to  the  place  of  beginning.  That  this  grant  was 
made  to  Captain  Jonathan  Carver  on  May  1,  1707,  by  two 
chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  Naudowissies,  in  consideration  of  distin- 
guished services  rendered  by  him  while  in  their  country;  that 
Captain  Carver  went  to  England  in  the  year  1770,  and  solicited 
the  King  to  ratify  his  said  grant;  that  his  Majesty  and  Lords  of 
his  Council,  in  the  year  1775,  granted  his  petition,  and  orders  i 
him  to  return  to  America  and  take  possession  of  his  land  thus 
conveyed  to  him;  that  before  the  necessary  preparations  for  bis 
departure  could  be  made,  the  information  of  the  battle  of  Bunk*  r 
Hill  was  received,  which  entirely  frustrated  his  intended  enter- 
prise,; that  Carver  lived  overwhelmed  with  sorrows  until  the 
31st  of  January,  1780,  when  he  died,  leaving  a  widow  and  St  <  D 
children;  that  in  the  month  of  November,  in  the  yea*  L806,  he 
purchased  of  the  heirs  of  Carver  all  their  right  to  the  said  tract 
of  country,  and  obtained  a  deed  therefor;  that  after  being  bafflt  d 
in  various  attempts  to  obtain  from  the  Indians  a  recognition  oi 
his  title  as  he  had  been  advised  to  do  by  a  committee  of  ( 
gress,  he  set  out  for  New  York  in  June  L817,  tovmi  Red  Wing 
and  Lefei,  two  chiefs  residing  mar  the  Kails  of  St.  Anthony] 
that  in  the  autumn  of  (ho  same  year,  lie  met  with  Lefei/  the 


•  Lefei,  or  Lefoy,  also  mentioned  in  the  preceding  report  ul  Mi  \«n  \ 
Emperor  of  Hie  Sioux,  was  1.01.0  other  than  Wn  ba  shaw,  rnllod  hj  the  1     _  > 
T41  Feuille,  or  The  Loaf    Lefei,  or  Lefoy,  had,  m  some  was    urown  1  > 
name,  Leaf,  or  Falling  Leaf,  aa  he  was  sometimes  called     rhe  N«  ha  •        '  ; 
floured  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  referred  to  hy  Dr.  INters,  wn«  probably  j  non  ■  f 
Waha-tbaw,  "the  arreat  Cloux  chief."  durlna  the  Revolutionary  Nar;  ir  wo,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Peters'  theory,  the  elder  Wa  bn  *hnw  » 
the  Carver  deed.    ThU  statement,  however,  \*  scarcely  w 
Hon.     l'ik<\  in  Lis  Tnn  rls.  In  1806,  speaks  of  the  lh  n 
Sioux  Lands.    The  late  Col.  John  Shnw,  who  know  \\a  l.n 
of  1818-25,  mentions  the  fact,  ii.nt  the  French  called  hhn  Ln  Feu'Ur 
Leaf;  and  Aufitstta  Grtgnon,  also  I D  bU  Dftrrttltt,  H  Wli   B    ;  ' 
Hpoke  of  Lilm  (ll  Wfl  tut  ahuw,  or  Thi  I  '''/  1 
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son  of  one  of  the  grantors,  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  who  declared  in 
presence  of  several  persons,  that  his  father  and  uncle  signed  with 
their  mark,  the  conveyance  to  Carver  at  the  Great  Cave,  on  May 
1,  1767 ;  and  also  that  when  he  could  see  Eed  Wing,  they  would 
make  their  marks  on  paper,  and  thus  satisfy  Congress;  that  after 
Lefei  was  gone,  Red  Wing  came  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  made 
a  similar  declaration ;  that  he  afterwards  saw  three  squaws,  each 
about  eighty  years  of  age,  who  asserted  that  they  knew  Captain 
Carver,  and  were  at  the  Great  Cave  when  the  Sachems  made 
him  the  grant,  and  that  it  is  called  ''Carver  land;"  wherefore 
the  petitioner  prays  that  his  title  may  be  confirmed. 

The  petitioner  exhibits,  in  support  of  his  claim,  a  copy  of  the 
alleged  deed  to  Captain  Carver,  unaccompanied,  however,  by 
the  ordinary  proofs  of  verity.  It  is  substantially  as  follows: 
That  two  chiefs  of  the  Naudowissies,  one  by  the  sign  of  the 
snake,  and  the  other  by  that  of  the  tortoise,  on  May  1,  17G7, 
conveyed  to  Capt.  Jonathan  Carver  the  tract  of  country  as  de- 
scribed in  the  petition,  in  return  for  presents  and  services,  re- 
serving for  themselves  and  their  heirs  the  liberty  of  hunting  and 
fishing  on  the  lands  not  improved  by  the  grantee  and  his  heirs. 
The  petitioner  also  adduces  the  copy  of  an  instrument  purport- 
ing to  have  been  executed  at  Lac  Travcrs,  on  February  17, 
1821,  by  four  Indians,  who  called  themselves  chiefs  and  war- 
riors of  the  Naudowissie  tribe.  By  this  writing  they  declare  a 
grant  was  made  by  their  fathers  to  Capt.  Carver,  for  a  trad  flf 
land  situated  at  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  and  thai  they  haw  a 
traditional  record  thereof.  These  chiefs  acknowledged  their 
willingness  that  the  claimants  under  Gar?er,  should  be 
firmed  in  their  title. 

Dr.  Peters  himself  has  made  path,  that  lie  WM  in  London  in 
1774,  and  was  present  when  Carver  solicited  of  fa  King  I  rat- 
ification of  his  title;  that  after  much  enquiry  and  deliberation, 
the  King  gave  him  a  gratuity  of  £1,373,  6a.,  Bd.,  and  ordered 
him  to  prepare  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  in  the  i  nsuing  Jum , 
with  150  men,  to  take  possession  of  his  grant ;  thai  when  thingi 
weiv  in  a  state  of  preparation,  the  news  of  the  battle  "t  Bunki  r 
Hill  was  received,  which  entircl.y  prohibited  the  projevted  voy- 
age.   These  fads,  with  many  others  not  supposed  by  ihe  emu- 
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■mittee  necessary  to  be  detailed,  were  sworn  to  by  Dr.  Peters, 
in  the  year  180G,  at  which  time  the  heirs  of  Carver  petitioned 
Congress,  and  also  again  on  September  25,  1824.  It  is  stated  to 
the  committee,  that  the  original  deed,  which  had  been  left  with 
Dr.  Lettsom,  of  London,  was  supposed  to  have  been  stolen, 
and  is  lost,  and  that  the  copy  which  appeared  in  the  first*  ed'-  - 
tion  of  "Carver's  Journal,"  is  correct. 

Dr.  Peters  submits  sundry  letters,  which  he;  has  at  different 
times  received  from  gentlemen  in  the  Upper  Mississippi  coun- 
try. One  appears  to  have  been  written  from  the  Falls  of  Black 
River,  on  the  10th  of  November,  1819,  by  Constant  A.  Andrews, 
who  states  that  a  few  days  before  he  had  put  in  operation  a  saw 
mill  thirty  or  forty  miles  from  Lake  Pepin,  in  an  eastward!?  di- 
rection; that  seven  chiefs  of  the  Sioux  Nation  gave  him  permis- 
sion to  settle  and  remain  there  for  five  years,  which  term  Lefeij 
the  chief,  extended  forever.  He  informs  Dr.  Peters  that  it  is 
certain,  the  chiefs  Lefei,  Petit  Corbeau  and  Red  Wing,  admit 
the  validity  of  the  grant  to  Carver.  Another  correspondent  of 
the  name  of  Keyes,  writes  to  Dr.  Peters,  from  Prairie  du 
Chien,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1813,  that  he  had  seen  Red  Wing, 
who  had  a  distinct  recollection  of  Carver;  that  this  chief  in- 
formed him  the  Snake  and  Tortoisef  who  signed  Carver's  deed, 
were  his  uncles,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  sanction  their  to 
although  he  could  not  do  so  without  consulting  Lefei,  ami  the 
Little  Raven  (Petit  Corbeau),  who  outranked  him. 

Dr.  Peters  himself  makes  oath  that  he  hud  -ecu  Lefei  and 
Red  Wing,  the  heirs  and  successors  of  the  two  chiefs  who  gave 
Carver  the  deed;  that  they  declared  through  an  interpreter, 
that  it  was  good  and  valid,  and  the  land  covered  by  it,  the  prop- 
erty of  Carver,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  who  were  at  liberty  I  •  take 
possession  thereof  in  peace  and  quietness.  The  Port 
ments  are  the  strongest  proofs  with  which  the  committee  hid 
been  favored  by  Dr.  Peters;  lie  had  QOl  exhibited  the  de  I  ot 
conveyance  to  himself,  though  it  is  believed  he  has  Otlfr 

•  Really  the  third  (Million,  1781.  1  ' 

tWe  have  already  adverted  to  (he  tad  thai        tnirmn  tj  ■  make  mil  i  I 
tolse,  added  to  the  Indian  signal  uiva,  usually  de>lcnated  ih>n  i nr-ni  -  ••m».  o  «n  ; 
and  Carver  savs  the  meaning  of  tho  name  of  the  one  Hi.  »/  .  ..f  /  .if'.  7 

tinukcH;  while  that  of  the  ot her.  Implied.  A  Mn/f  ICuuw  ,  orrr  the  W..*»iMt"*  — 
Certainly  not  characteristic  of  a  tortoise  ;  vet  I;  may  he  that  .hi.  is  of  th    i  in.*"* 

of  The  Snake  and  Toe  Tortoise  once  flKureu  ira  Ag  tit  Bloui 
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This  case  presents  two  questions  for  consideration.  1st.  Did 
the  Indians  represented  to  be  chiefs  of  the  Xaudowissie  tribe, 
execute  the  deed  under  which  the  petitioner  claims?  2d.  As- 
suming the  fact  that  they  did,  is  the  government  of  the  United 
States  bound  to  satisfy  the  claim  ? 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  the  proof  submitted  is  of  too 
weak  and  dubious  a  character  to  justify  an  affirmative  answer 
to  the  first  question.  To  the  conveyance  there  were  no  subscrib- 
ing witnesses,  nor  is  it  known  that  Carver  himself  ever  made 
oath  to  its  genuineness.  Although  he  may  have  petitioned  the 
King  for  relief  in  the  recognition  of  his  title,  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  his  application  was  successful;  had  it  been,  it  is  pre* 
sumable  the  exhibition  of  testimony  to  that  effect  would  not  be 
difficult — the  records  of  England  would  not  be  silent. 

Dr.  Peters  states  that  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  in  1806,  to  investigate  this  case,  informed  him  that 
if  the  successors  of  the  Shake  and  Tortoise  chiefs  would  recognize 
the  claim  of  Carver,  there  would  be  nothing  further  needed  to 
sustain  the  petition;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  this  informa- 
tion, he  spared  no  pains  to  obviate  the  difficulty.  As  that  com- 
mittee consisted  of  gentlemen  highly  respectable  for  talent,  it  is 
difficult  to  comprehend  the  reason  why  such  advice  waa  giv<  a* 
Surely,  at  that  period  of  our  Government,  a  mode  <»f  acquiring 
Indian  lands  different  from  that  now  pursued,  could  not  have 
been  conceived;  it  is  much  more  probable  Dr.  Petera  labored 
under  a  misapprehension;  it  seems,  however,  he  visit  <1  the  1  p- 
per  Mississippi  country  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  tli«'  Indian 
recognition,  and  also  had  agents  in  his  employ.  Here,  it  tXktLj 
be  remarked,  the  testimony  he  obtained  is  no(  accompanied  bj 
those  solemnities  which  are  deemed  indispensable.  Tfce  state- 
ments, with  the  exception  of  his  own,  are  not  made  on  0:11b.  and 
his  ought  to  be  excluded  from  consideration,  on  the  ground  <>f 
interest.  The  facility  with  which  Interested  persons  or  intorpn  t- 
ers  might  practice  frauds  on  the  Indians  demands  the  strictest 
scrutiny;  no  testimony  should  be  received  which  does  not  come 
in  an  unquest ionable  shape.  If  the  four  Indians  did  ftigO  tin  in- 
strument at  Lac  Travcrs,  as  has  been  represented,  they  may  pes- 

been  intlucnced 
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by  some  improper  motive.  It  is  scarcely  supposable  that  they 
felt  themselves  bound  by  a  contract  made  half  a  century  ago.  In 
that  region  of  country  the  aborigines  knew  too  well  the  value 
of  their  territories  to  dispose  of  them  without  a  suitable  com- 
pensation. 

Captain  Carver's  Journal,  which  was  published  first  in  the' 
year  1773,*  is,  as  the  committee  believe,  entirely  silent  in  rela- 
tion to  the  grant.  He  records  with  some  degree  of  minuteness 
many  events  which  took  place  about  the  time  the  instrument 
bears  date.  He  describes  the  country  between  Lake  Pepin  and 
the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  as  possessing  many  natural  advantages. 
Indeed  on  the  very  day  it  appears  to  have  been  given,  a  coun- 
cil was  held  at  the  Big  Cave  by  several  tribes  of  Indians;  many 
chiefs  attended,  and  he  delivered  a  speech  which  he  has  com- 
municated to  the  world.  Is  it  not  a  little  extraordinary  that 
he  should  have  forborne  to  journalize  a  fact  so  interesting  to 
himself,  the  Indians,  and  his  country?  Not  knowing  pre* 
when  the  grant  first  made  its  appearance,  the  committee  are  in 
no  wise  disposed  to  say  they  are  suspicious  of  an  ante-date. 

To  counteract  the  facts  stated  by  Dr.  Peters  and  his  friends, 
the  committee  will  refer  to  a  letter  addressed  by  Coi.  Leaven- 
worth,  on  the  28th  of  July,  1821,  to  the  late  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office.  The  writer  informs  him  that  "the  In- 
dians do  not  recognize  or  acknowledge  the  grant  (Carvers)  to 
be  valid.  They  say  they  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  chiefs 
as  those  who  have  signed  the  grant;  that  if  he  did  obtain  a  deed 
or  grant,  it  was  signed  by  some  foolish  young  nu  n  who  were  UOf 
chiefs,  and  who  were  not  authorized  to  make  the  grant" 

Major  Long  and  his  party  ascended  the  Mississippi  river  in 
the  Slimmer  of  1823,  and  had  frequent  interviews  wiih  tho  Indi- 
ans and  their  chiefs.  They  were  at  the  village  of  Red  W  I  ' 
(Aile  Rouge),  and  whom  they  generally  called  Shakea  ;  lie  lie* 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  a  short  distance  above  Lake  IV 
pin.  The  Petit  Oorbcau  (Little  Kavenf)  resides  ten  miles 
below  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's,  and  both  are  distinguished 
chiefs  of  the  Dacotas.  Renville,  Major  Long's  interpreter, 
whose  mother  was  a  squaw,  was  well  acquainted  with  the  Indi 
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ans  on  the  Mississippi  and  the  rivers  tributary  near  the  Falls  of 
St.  Anthony  and  Lake  Pepin.  His  statements  and  those  of  the 
Indians  induced  Major  Long  and  the  gentlemen  associated  with 
him  to  give  the  following  information:  "It  is,  we  believe,  clear- 
ly proved  at  present,  that  the  lands  which  he  (Carver)  claimed 
by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  Indians  was  never  conveyed  to  him 
by  them.  Attempts  were  made,  in  1817,  by  two  of  his  grand- 
sons to  have  the  claim  recognized  by  some  of  the  Indians  now 
living;  they  ascended  the  river  where  Major  Long  did,  but  were 
not  successful.  An  instrument  purporting  to  be  the  original 
treaty  was  afterwards  sent  to  Canada,  and  placed  in  Renville's 
hands  by  those  who  had  an  interest  in  the  claim.  He  was  re- 
quested to  show  it  and  explain  its  nature  to  the  Indians,  and  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  a  confirmation  of  it  from  them ;  but,  as  he 
informed  us,  he  could  find  no  individual  among  them  who  had 
the  least  recollection  or  tradition  of  this  conveyance,  or  of  the 
names  which  arc  purported  to  have  been  affixed  to  the  deed. 
The  Indians  say  there  were  no  chiefs  among  them  of  the  name."' 
Major  Long  even  doubts  whether  Carver  resided  among  the 
Naudowissies  five  months,  and  assigns  his  reason  for  tin.' 
opinion.    See  p.  325  of  his  Journal  of  1S2S. 

Although  a  negative  answer  to  the  first  quest  ion  may  seem 
to  render  a  further  discussion  unnecessary,  the  committee  have 
thought  it  proper  to  offer  a  few  considerations  on  the  second 
branch  of  the  inquiry.  In  the  case  of  Johnson  against  Mcintosh, 
reported  in  8  Wheaton.  the  question  is  settled  beyond  coatre* 
versy.  This  was  an  action  of  ejectment  brought  tor  the  recovery 
of  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  claimed  by  the  plaint  i tl  nndor  a 
purchase  and  conveyance  from  the  Piankeshaw  Indiana  and 
held  by  the  defendant  under  a  gran!  from  the  I'nitcd  States. 

Chief  Justice  Marshall,  who  delivered  the  opinion  of  \\w  I 
says,  "While  the  different  nations  of  Europe  respected  the 
rights  of  natives   us   occupants,   tiny  asserted   thfl  ultimate 

dominion  to  be  in  themselves,  and  exercised  the  power  to 

the  soil  while  in  the  possession  of  the  natives.  These  uranU 
have  been  understood  by  all  to  convey  the  title  subject  to  the 
Indian  right  of  occupancy.  This  Government  has  always  acted 
on  (he  same  principle.     While  it  recognised  the  Indian  right  ol 


256  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  e*«* * 


occupancy,  it  claimed  the  fee;  and  the  treaties  by  which  we 
have  acquired  the  possession  of  such  extensive  regions  of 
country  involve  this  principle.  The  consideration  paid  ap- 
pears to  be  intended  merely  as  an  equivalent  for  the  peaceable 
surrender  of  the  possession." 

By  the  treaty  of  1783,  which  terminated  the  Revolutionary 
War,  Great  Britain  ceded  to  the  United  States  a  vast  extent  of 
territory  in  the  North-West,  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not 
been  extinguished.  The  legality  of  the  cession  has  never  been 
doubted,  nor,  indeed,  can  it  be.  As  the  "Carver  Grant"  is  sit- 
uated within  our  limits,  as  defined  by  the  treaty,  we  are  in  the 
same  situation  in  relation  to  it  in  which  was  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  petitioner  shows  that  Carver  solicited  a  ratification 
of  his  claim ;  this  is  conclusive  evidence  that  he  himself  believed 
it  defective.  Whether  success  would  have  attended  his  applica- 
tion to  the  extent  of  his  wishes  had  hostilities  not  taken  place,  is 
mere  matter  of  conjecture.  Certainly  it  is  a  claim,  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  which  by  this  Government  is  not  founded  in  right. 
The  policy  which  dictated  the  proclamation  of  1763  is  unex- 
ceptionable. By  that  measure  all  private  persons  were  inter- 
dicted the  liberty  of  purchasing  lands  from  the  Indians.  The 
indulgence  of  such  a  privilege,  it  had  been  ascertained,  oondaoed 
to  serious  difficulties.  The  most  reprehensible  frauds  bad  b  en 
practiced  on  the  natives.  Their  avarice  and  propensity  for  ar- 
dent spirits  had  been  but  too  successfully  addressed.  At  the 
time  Captain  Carver  explored  the  country  about  the  Falls  -  1 
St.  Anthony,  this  proclamation  was  recent,  and  in  all  probability 
known  to  him.  With  this  knowledge  of  the  prudence  and  cau- 
tion of  his  country,  he  was  among  the  first  to  offend. 

Fully  impressed  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  confirm 
the  elaim  of  the  petitioner,  or  that  of  any  other  person  who  may 
attempt  to  profit  by  the  grant  to  Carver,  the  committee  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 
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A  Copy  of  a  Certificate  of  Dr.  J.  C.  LeUsom,  dated  London, 
January  81,  180 1^. 

I  certify  that  the  printed  copy  of  a  grant  of  land  in  America, 
by  two  Indian  chiefs,  to  Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  deceased, 
prefixed  to  his  Travels,  published  in  London,  in  the  year  1782, 
was  literally  and  accurately  copied  from  a  manuscript  paper  in 
the  possession  of  his  widow,  Mary  Carver,  who  declared  to  me 
that  it  was  an  original  grant,  conveyed  to  her  husband  by  the 
said  Indians  named  in  the  printed  copy,  with  the  facsimile  or 
mark  of  each  Indian. 

John  Coakley  Lettsom. 

Attest:    Samuel  Peters. 

London,  January  31,  1804. 
A  true  copy  of  a  paper  sent  to  me  from  London,  by  Mrs. 
Martha  Pope. 

Samuel  Hakkison. 


A  Copy  of  an  Affidavit  of  the  Reverend  Samuel  Peter*.  TJ..D., 
sent  to  me  from  London,  in  1805. 

The  Reverend  Samuel  Peters,  LL.D.,  testifies,  and  saya  that 
he  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Captain  Jonathan  Car- 
ver, in  London,  from  January,  1775,  until  January  HI.  1780, 
when  said  Carver  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  Parish  of  Shore- 
ditch.  That  said  Carver  often  showed  to  the  deponent  hi-  pa- 
pers: among  them  was  a  deed  of  a  large  inn  !  of  land  lying  00 
the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  adjoining  to  the  Pall-  of 
St,  Anthony,  granted  to  said  Carver  by  two  Indian  chiefs,  and 
signed  with  their  signets,  one  marked  in  simp,  oi  a  nun]  turtle, 
and  the  other  a  snake,  with  Indian  ink. 

Said  Cirver  told  this  deponent  thai  said  deed  waa  genuine, 
and  was  verily  signed  by  the  two  sachems  whose  name*  were 

annexed  to  their  signets;  ami  thai  said  deed  bad  b< «  n  laid  1m  fore 
His  Majesty,  Lord  Sandwich  and  Lord  North,  etc.,  etc.,  who 

doubled  not  the  authenticity,  though  without  witn<  at,  becaxi  a 
the  signets  were  marked  with  Buch  ink  aawasnol  knows  to  Um  m, 

and  could  not  lie  imitated,  as  lb,  v  lu-lirvul  by  any  per^n 
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in  Christendom.  That  government  promised  him  the  royal  rat- 
ification of  said  deed,  and  had  omitted  doing  so,  only  because 
of  the  troubles  then  existing  in  America.  And  this  deponent 
further  says,  that  Dr.  Lettsom  and  this  deponent  attended  said 
Carver  in  his  last  sickness;  and  this  deponent  hoard  said  Car- 
ver express  his  hopes  that  his  Majesty  would  ratify  the  deed  for 
the  good  of  his  children,  and  for  the  good  of  the  nation;  u  I* 
settlement  in  that  quarter  hy  the  English,  would  secure  the 
friendship  and  commerce  of  the  Indian  tribes  to  the  western 
ocean,  and  tend  greatly  to  civilize  an  innumerable  multitude  of 
innocent  and  ignorant  people.  And  further  the  deponent  saith 
not. 

Samuel  PeTERS. 
Sworn  before  me,  at  Union  Hail,  April  19,  1S05. 

Peter  Dhoadley. 

A  true  copy.  Attest: 

Samuel  Harbison. 


Questions  proposed  to  the  Reverend  Dr.  Samuel  Peters,  before 
the  honorable  committee  from  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  n  - 
ferred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Harrison,  praying  (he  Legisla- 
ture to  recognize  an  Indian  deed,  granting  to  Captain  Jona- 
than Carver,  a  tract  of  land  near  St.  Anthony's  Falls  on  the 
Mississippi. 

Question.  How  long  is  it  since  you  knew  Captain  Jonathan 
Carver  \ 

Answer.  I  knew  Captain  Jonathan  Carver  in  1756,  LB  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Question.    How  long  did  you  know  him  in  England  I 

Answer.  Ever  since  my  second  arrival  in  London,  1771, 
until  January  31,  1780,  when  he  dM. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  an  Indian  deed  of  SOtt*  lend 
near  St.  Anthony's  Falls,  given  by  two  sachems  to  Captain  Oar 
ver  \ 

Answer.    Captain  Carver  showed  to  me  at  London  a  d«  <  d  of 
atraot  of  land  lying  ea9twardly  of  St,  Anthony5  Falls,  in  L  D 
1775,  signed  with  the  signets  of  two  chiefs  of  the  Naudowittie 
Nation,  dated  at  the  Great  Cave,  May  L,  A.  D.  1707.  Thee* 
nets  were  o  tortoise  and  o  snake. 
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Question.    By  whom  was  it  written  ? 

Answer.  The.  names  of  the  two  Indian  chiefs  and  the  deed 
were  in  the  handwriting  of  Captain  Carver,  without  any  wit- 
nesses to  the  deed. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Captain  Carver  tell  the  reason 
why  no  witnesses  were  annexed  to  the  deed? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  asked  him  why  he  had  no  witnesses  to  the 
deed  ?  He  replied :  I  had  with  me  only  one  Canadian  French- 
man, and  one  Indian  guide,  neither  of  whom  could  read  or 
write;  and  if  they  had  made  their  marks  I  must  have  written 
their  names;  therefore  I  thought  the  signets  of  the  Indian  chiefs 
would  he  better  proof  to  the  Naudowissie  tribe  than  all  other 
proofs. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  there  is  reason  to  believe  the 
deed  was  a  forgery  by  Captain  Carver;  if  not,  what  are  your 
reasons  I 

Answer.  'No.  Because  Captain  Carver  always  supported  a 
moral  and  religious  character  both  in  New  and  Old  England ; 
and  he  told  ine  the  signets  were  verily  made  by  the  two  Indian 
sachems.  Besides,  Captain  Carver  was  a  man  of  great  abilities 
and  good  sense,  which  would  teach  him  that  he  could  have  no 
interest  or  advantage  by  a  forged  deed  had  it  been  ratified  by 
the  British  Government  on  his  petition  in  1770;  fur  the  Indiana 
would  not  have  Buffeted  him  to  take  possession  of  a  territory  01 
theirs  under  a  false  deed,  which  Carver  well  knew;  and  yet  be 
petitioned  the  British  Government  to  ratify  the  said  Indian  deed 
to  him,  that  he  might  go  and  take  possession  of  said  land  in  a 
legal  manner  to  recompense  him  for  all  bis  dangers,  travels  and 
expense.  Further,  had  Carver  known  the  deed  t<»  be  a  forgery, 
he  would  have  asked  a  pecuniary  reward  for  Ilia  disc  *eri< 
stead  of  asking  for  a  ratification  of  a  false  deed,  wlneli  be  knew 
could  never  be  of  any  use  or  benefit  to  himself  or  heirs,  OaTVi  C 
petitioned  for  a  ratification  of  his  deed  thai  be  might  go  and  Ml 

tie  under  tbe  crown  on  the  territory,  according  to  bis  agreement 
witb  tbe  Indians  in  L767,  and  did  qoI  petition  for  a  pecuniary 
rtwafd,. which  be  might  havq  received. 

Question.     Did  yon  ever  see  any  other  writing  of  Captain 

Carver's  besides  that  deed  from  the  [ndians  i"  Oarwl 

An^Wfiv       \r,*~.  1 1 1  ii  1 1  vr 
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(Question.  Does  this  writing  look  like  Captain  Carver's  writ- 
ing? (Here  was  presented  a  part  of  a  letter  to  his  wife,  dated 
London,  Sept.  19,  1770.) 

Answer.    Yes ;  and  I  know  it  to  be  his  handwriting,  as  well 
as  I  know  my  own  writing. 

Question.    Did  you  know  that  Captain  Carver  petitioned  the  ' 
British  Government  for  a  ratification  of  an  Indian  deed  to  Car- 
ver, of  some  land  near  St.  Anthony's  Falls? 

Answer.  In  the  year  1775  Captain  Carver  showed  rne  a  copy 
of  a  petition  of  his  to  the  British  Government,  praying  for  a 
confirmation  of  a  deed  from  two  sachems  of  the  tribes  of  the 
Naudowissies,  of  a  large  tract  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  near  St.  Anthony's  Tails,  which  was  founded 
on  the  Indian  deed  dated  May  1,  17G7.  He  begged  my  influ- 
ence with  Lord  North,  Lord  Dartmouth  and  Lord  Sandwich  to 
have  it  ratified  as  soon  as  possible. 

Question.    Did  you  advocate  Carver's  petition  with  those 
Lords  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  and  but  for  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
of  the  thirteen  States  of  America,  in  1776,  his  petition  would 
have  been  granted;  and  Captain  Carver,  with  myself  Mid  oth- 
ers, should  have  sailed  to  New  Orleans  to  explore  the  M  iasissippi 
and  Missouri  rivers  to  their  sources,  according  to  OUT  appoint- 
ment under  the  British  Government. 

Question.    Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  doubt  wtfl  <  nt<  rtfti&ed 
by  the  above-named  Lords,  or  any  other  person  in  England,  n 
specting  the  authenticity  of  the  Indian  deed  to  Captain  ( larver  I 

Answer.    I  never  did. 

Question.    Who  attended  Captain  Carver  when  he  di,  d  ;  and 
what  did  Carver  then  say? 

Answer.    Dr.  Lettsom  and  myself;  and  OarW  emumittrd 

his  papers  to  Dr.  Lettsom,  and  wished  that  Lettsom  and  I  aright 

pursue  the  petition,  and  .secure  the  ratification  of  tho  Indian 

deed  tor  the  benefit  of  Ins  children  and  country, 

Question.    What  took  plnce  after  Carver's  death  touching 
the  territory  ? 

Answer.    Dr.  LoUsom  hired  an  engraver  to  take  otY  thr  sip- 

neis  .if  the  two  Indian  chiefs,  and  had  then  print  d  with  the  in 
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dian  deed  to  Carver  in  the  third  edition  of  Carver's  Travels; 
and,  in  1783,  the  merchants  of  London  petitioned  Lord  Shel- 
burne  not  to  form  a  peace  without  saving  to  the  British  mer- 
chants the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi  and  its  waters  for 
the  sake  of  the  peltry  and  fur-trade ;  and  the  merchant's  petition 
was  granted. 

Question.  After  the  peace  of  1783,  what  followed  respecting 
the  Mississippi  and  Carver's  claim? 

Answer.  The  merchants  of  England  met  and  agreed  to  send 
ii  number  of  persons  up  the  Missouri  and  the  Mississippi  to  St. 
Anthony's  Falls  (among  whom  I  was  one),  and  failed  only  be- 
cause of  the  armament  against  Spain,  and  then  against  Russia. 

Question.  Dr.  Lettsom  says  in  his  third  edition  of  Carver's 
Travels,  that  the  original  deed  was  in  his  possession  in  1782 J 
do  you  know  why  that  original  deed  has  been  missing? 

Answer.  In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  S.  Harrison,  Esq., 
I  applied  to  Dr.  Lettsom,  in  1801,  for  the  original  deed,  in 
order  to  send  it  to  Eufus  Carver,  of  Vermont  State;  and  Dr. 
Lettsom  said  it  had  been  taken  out  of  his  possession  by 
person  not  in  his  power  to  discover;  yet  he  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve, one  of  his  servants  had  been  hired  to  steal  it,  because  all 
other  papers  belonging  to  Carver  were  still  with  him. 

Question.  What  use  could  any  one  make  of  said  [ndiao  deed 
after  stealing  it  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  C.  &  Co.,  as  I  was  told  by  Dr.  Lettsom  and 
others,  believed  the  land  in  question  belonged  to  Martha  Car- 
ver, who  was  deemed  the  only  child  surviving  Captain  Carver. 
On  that  ground  Mr.  C.  &  Co.,  induced  Martha  to  leave  the 
house  of  Lady  Pearson,  her  benefactrix  ami  foster  mother,  who 
had  adopted  Martha  as  her  own  child,  and  clandestine!)  to 
marry  a  young  sailor,  and  then  prevailed  en  her  an  1  her  huS« 
band  to  take  letters  of  administration  at  Doctor's  Commons  on 
Captain  Carver's  estate.    The  next,  day  ( I.  ft  Co,  prevailed 

on  Martha  and  her  husband,  as  administrators,  to  constitute 
Mr.  C.  their  agent,  and,  by  the  same  instrument,  Bold  and  OOn- 

voyed  all  the  territory  mentioned  in  the  Indian  deed  to  Captain 
Carver,  reserving  only  one-tenth  to  Martha  and  her  husband. 
Question.    After  the  sale  of  land  to  C.  &  Co.,  what  was 
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Answer.  Mr.  C.  &  Co.  sent  Mr.  Clark  with  goods  and 
money,  nearly  the  value  of  £2,000  sterling,  to  New  York;  and 
from  thence  he  was  ordered  to  visit  the  Xaudowissies  and  pro- 
cure a  new  deed  of  the  land  to  Mr.  C.  &  Co.  Clark  on  his 
route  toward  Niagara. was  murdered  and  robbed,  and  the  mur- 
derer was  discovered  and  hanged  at  Albany. 

Question.  What  effect  had  the  death  of  Mr.  Clark  with  the 
claim  and  deed  given  to  Carver  by  the  two  Indian  chiefs  i 

Answer.  That  sad  catastrophe  to  Mr.  Clark  proved  fatal  to 
Mr.  C.  &  Co.,  as  was  believed  by  Sir  Richard  Pearson,  Dr. 
Lettsom,  Dr.  Pearson  and  others ;  for  it  was  their  opinion  that 
Mr.  Clark  had  the  original  deed  with  him  when  he  was  mur- 
dered and  robbed,  and,  therefore,  C.  &  Co.  ceased  to  pursue 
Carvers  claim  any  further. 

Question.    Do  you  know  Mr.  C.  &  Co.  ? 

Answer.    I  know  Mr.  C.  only. 

Question.    Did  you  ask  Mr.  C.  for  the  original  deed  I 
Answer.    I  asked  him  for  the  original  deed,  and  he  declined 
giving  me  an  answer,  but  said  he  had  laid  out  about  £3,000  ster- 
ling for  his  share  in  that  business  of  Captain  Carver. 

Samuel  Petebs. 

City  of  Washington — District  of  Columbia. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  Reverend  Dr.  Peters,  who 
signed  the  above  answers  in  my  presence,  and  made  oath,  on  the 
Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God,  that  the  Answers  given  to  the 
preceding  questions  contain  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief,  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  hut  the  truth. 

Sworn,  this  25th  March,  ISOO,  before 

Wii/ltam  TiioBNTON,  Justice  of  (he  Peace. 
The  affidavit  contained  on  these  sheets  and  signed  Samuel 
Peters,  was,  in  substance,  testified  by  him  before  tin  ootnmittea 
of  the  Semite  appointed  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Harrison, 

agent  for  the  heirs  of  Captain  Jona.  Carver,  and  it  was  s\v  m 
to  before  Air.  Justice  Thornton,  because  the  committee  con- 
ceived they  had  no.1  authority  to  administet  an  oath, 

I  si:  \  ii  Smith.  Chairman. 

Washington,  April  2").  1  SdO. 
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Prairie  du  Chien,  7th  June,  1818. 

Reverend  and  Dear  Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  im- 
prove the  first  opportunity  of  conveying  a  letter  to  you  by  the 
way  of  Mackinaw,  and  with  greater  pleasure,  as  I  can  speak 
with  confidence  on  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  acknowledgment  of 
''Carver's  purchase,"  by  the  Chiefs  of  the  Si  mix  Nation.  About 
the  first  of  June,  Eed  Wing  (the  chief  who  resides  at  Lake 
Pepin),  arrived  here  and  encamped  on  the  island  opposite  the 
town.  We  have  had  several  private  interviews  with  him,  and 
the  substance  of  our  intelligence,  as  interpreted  by  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, is  as  follows: 

That  the  land  from  St.  Anthony's  Falls  to  Lake  Pepin  (sav- 
ing Carver's  claim),  is  the  property  of  him  and  the  Little  Crow. 
The  chiefs  who  signed  Carver's  deed  (the  Tortoise  and  the 
Snake)  were  his  uncles.  He  well  remembers  Carver  and  the 
sale  of  the  land;  says  he  is  willing  to  confirm  the  deed  of  his 
ancestors,  but  says  he  must  first  consult  Lefoy  and  Curbo,  who 
rank  before  him.  He  has  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  promised 
to  return  with  Lefoy  the  latter  end  of  this  month. 

lie  appears  to  be  between  sixty  and  seventy  years  of  age:  ifl 
reputed  by  those  who  know  him  to  be  an  honest  man,  and  that 
his  word  may  be  depended  on. 

I  regret  your  absence  at  this  time,  as  your  age  corresponding 
with  theirs,  and  being  the  immediate  representative  and  ac- 
quaintance of  Carver.  I  think  would  inspire  them  with  gn 
confidence.  However,  we  will  manage  as  well  is  we  can  ;  and  T 
think  you  will  only  have  to  wait,  the  permission  of  our  Govt  rn- 
ment  to  take  possession  of  your  right 

Since  you  left  this  place  there  have  been  seven  arrivals  at  dif- 
ferent times  from  St.  Louis,  among  whom  \wn  Mr.  Bouvfn 
(who  is  now  Indian  agent,  and  a  civil  magistrate).  Coloi  el  MC- 

Kair,  Major  Fowler,  Mr.  Shaw,  and  Lieutenant  (no*  Captain) 
Hickman  and  lady.    In  two  hours  after  Ins  arrival,  Oolomel 

Chambers  started  for  St.  Lmiis;  whether  he  will  return,  1  do 
not  know.     Hickman  now  commands  this  DOSt 

On  the  25th  ultimo,  1  commenced  a  school  in  this  village  ;  hav0 
about  thirty  scholars,  mostly  bright  and  active,  Si  two  dollars  a 
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month.  I  board  with  your  old  landlord,  Mr.  Faribault,  but 
have  to  regret  the  loss  of  your  company. 

I  have  engaged  for  three  months,  and  before  the  expiration 
of  that  time,  I  trust  your  business  will  be  amicably  settled 
with  the  Indians. 

Dear  Sir,  accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  welfare — hope  you 
had  a  pleasanter  passage  returning  than  you  had  coming  out; 
that  you  met  with  a  welcome  reception  among  your  friends 
I  have  no  doubt.  May  God  preserve  your  life  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind;  and  when  the  measure  of  your  useful  days  is  filled, 
the  possession  of  a  self-approving  conscience  will  blunt  the  sting 
of  death  and  waft  your  welcome  spirit  to  realms  of  endless 
happiness  and  peace. 

My  respects  to  your  son  and  his  amiable  family,  with  whom 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  short  acquaintance;  likewise  to  all  your 
friends  who  feel  solicitous  of  your  welfare. 

I  conclude  by  respectfully  subscribing  myself  ever  yours,  I  ) 
serve, 

WlLLARD  KjETBB. 

Rev.  Dr.  S.  Peters. 

P.  S.  I  would  just  mention  to  you  that  Mr.  Tuthill's  char- 
acter has  been  roughly  handled,  especially  since  Major  Fowler's 
arrival;  they  say  he  has  nearly  ruined  him.  I  haw-  made  no 
inquiries  on  the  subject,  but  expect  he  will  ha  v.  to  bear  all  the 
blame,  whether  guilty  or  not.  I  hope  you  will  not  men 
this  to  his  discredit,  but,  if  you  please,  tear  it  off. 

June  10.    Mr.  Crooks  arrived  yesterday,  ten  daya  I 
Mackinaw;  said  he  met  you  in  good  health.     Be  pi 
here  to  St.  Louis.  f  I  have  nothing  new  («•  write,  but  shall  oloae 
my  letter  this  morning  ami  forward  it  by  Mr.  Palm.  Eopc 
you  will  be  kind  enough  to  write  when  lemvethftt     H*J  1,10 
blessing  of  God  attend  you.  lours, 

W.  K  r  v  1  s. 
Praiiuk  du  Chick,  February  1,  1819. 

Dear  Sin:— Air.  Mann  arrived  here  last  summer,  and  ia  -till 

waiting.  He  found  the  Indians  were  Willing  to  |iV)  Up  the 
lands.    He  immediately  sent  to  his  brother-in  law.  to  uot  per 

mission  to  bold  a  council  with  them;  baa  not  got  any  return  af 
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yet.  You  have  probably  got  the  certificates  of  D.  Campbell,  of 
Lefoy  and  Red  Wing.  I  can  say  but  little  more.  Red  Wing 
when  here,  always  called  on  me  every  day.  Says  to  every  one 
that  the  land  belongs  to  us,  and  we  must  have  it.  I  have  made 
him  and  his  family  what  little  presents  I  could.  Red  Wing 
when  here,  soon  after  you  left  here,  insisted  to  go  to  Mr.  Boli- 
via's and  tell  him  the  situation  of  it.  He  went.  Mr.  Boil v In 
asked  him,  in  presence  of  Captains  Hickman  and  Armstrong,  if 
he  knew  anything  respecting  the  sale  to  Carver,  or  deed  being 
given.  He  said,  he  being  young,  did  not  recollect  anything  of 
any  papers,  but  knew  that  his  two  uncles  gave  Carver  the  lands. 
Mr.  Bolivia  then  stopped.  Red  Wing  wished  to  explain  the 
whole  transaction.  Mr.  Boilvin  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  in 
the  business — did  not  like  to  have  any  more  said;  but  observed, 
you  go  to  give  away  all  your  lands — the  Americans  will  be  so 
thick  there  you  cannot  live.  Red  Wing  was  not  Well  satisfii  I. 
Tt  is  now  as  public,  and  as  well  understood,  as  your  newspapers. 
It  is  no  harm  to  talk  to  them  now.    Times  have  changed 

much  since  you  left  here.    Mr.  Keyes  has  gone  up  to  after 

timber,  in  company  with  G.  McXair;  asked  Mr.  Boilvin's  per- 
mission. Mr.  Boilvin  said  there  was  no  need  of  any,  as  any 
one  could  go.  When  you  were  here  no  one  could  speak ;  but 
now  we  can  say  as  much  as  we  please.  Mr.  Johnson  and  T  have 
differed  very  much  since  you  left  here;  but  we  have  all  given  it 
up,  and  I  now  say  what  I  please  respecting  it. 

Mr.  Bartelle  has  returned.  First  day  of  January  was  or  I 
off  again;  has  built  him  a  house  on  a  small  island  about  a  mile 
from  the  Manor,  and  I  am  now  building  a  sawmill  in  company 
with  him  on  Yellow  river,  under  a  permission  1  obtained  PrOD 
the  commanding  officer,  which  I  hope  will  bo  a  running  as  soon 
as  you  get  here,  which  we  are  anxiously  waiting.  Pot 
part  I  apprehend  no  difficulty,  if  you  obtain  permission  ffOtt  fa 
Secretary  of  War,  and  can  make  them  some  presents.  The  young 
Indians  have  asked  Lefoy  and  the  other  chiefs  to  trj  I 1 1  get  two 
boat  loads  of  goods  if  possible.    1  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Tuthill. 

T  am,  as  ever,  your ;. 
Rev.  S.  Peters.  Constant  A.  Anokkws. 

18 
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JT.  B. — Mr.  Johnson,  in  one  of  our  spats,  said  if  you  ob- 
tained permission  from  the  Secretary,  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ficulty. 

Falls,  Black  River,  November  10,  1819. 

Dear  Sir: — On  the  second  day  of  November,  I  get  a 
mill  a  running,  not  much  inferior  to  any  in  the  United  States.' 
This  river  takes  its  rise  near  the  northeast  corner  of  your  tract. 
The  mill  is  about  thirty  or  forty  miles  east  from  Lake  Pepin. 

The  Sioux  very  willingly  gave  us  permission  to  come  here. 
There  were  seven  chiefs  in  council — Lefoy  was  nut  there.  The 
seven  gave  us  five  years.  Lefoy  came  soon  after,  and  gave  it 
forever.  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  my  situation.  I  was 
obliged,  on  account  of  iron,  to  go  to  the  Prairie  once,  but  was 
overjoyed  on  my  arrival  back,  and  now  regret  to  leave  sight  of 
the  mill.  There  is  a  fort  built  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Peter's 
river.  Perseverance  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  get  p 
now.  The  commanding  officer  lets  any  one  go  that  wishes.  Mr. 
Paribault  has  gone  with  his  family  up  a  little  above  Lake  Pepin, 
All  mountains  have  become  plains,  and  all  our  paths  are  | 
Your  return  would  be  more  pleasant  than  before.  We  have 
been  expecting  you  this  last  summer  very  much. 

You  will  have  no  better  time  than  the  present  to  settle  y« 'in- 
lands. The  Indians  are  now  willing.  They  give  up  the  idea 
of  living  here,  except  the  old  ones.  If  yen  see  Julius,  01  CAB 
send  him,  I  wish  you  would  urge  him  to  come  here,  1  can- 
not do  all  the  business  myself. 

If  the  company  intend  me  to  take  part  of  the  tract,  1  .-hall 
be  ready  to  meet  their  wishes.  If  I  could  get  .lulius  D<  r<  .  1 
would  take  time  to  explore  the  whole  tract 

One  thing  is  certain,  that  if  Letov,  Cmb<>  and  M  Wing  ft 
knowledge  the  grant  to  Carver,  for  my  own  part  1  don't 
Who  can  get  it  from  us.    I  am  willing  to  risk  a  Bull  OH  my  pari 
for  the  title,  if  the  United  States  wish. 

I  am,  as  ever,  yours, 
Rev.  ft  Peters.  Constant  A.  Anorkws. 

ST.  B. — I  shall  expeet  you  in  the  spring.  Do  bring  .lulius  P. 
Andrews  witli  you.  Here  1  am  happy  to  live-  here  1  AO  will 
ing  to  die. 
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January  3,  1820. 

Eeveeend  and  Deae  Sie  : — I  took  your  letter  from  St.  Louis 
post-office  but  a  few  days  since,  dated  January  22,  1819.  The 
negligence  of  postmasters  in  detaining  or  delaying  letters  thus 
almost  a  year,  cannot  be  too  severely  reprobated.  However,  at 
this  late  period,  I  would  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival 
among  your  friends  and  family.  I  am  highly  gratified  to  dis- 
cover in  your  style  of  writing  that  persevering  principle  which 
has  ever  marked  your  conduct,  and  will,  in  the  end,  I  hope  and 
trust,  ultimately  succeed. 

During  the  summer  of  1818,  I  wrote  two  letter's  to  you,  in 
which  I  stated  what  I  then  had  reason  to  believe,  from  the  infor- 
mation of  Mr.  Campbell,  that  your  business  might  be  brought 
to  a  favorable  issue^  provided  you  had  the  sanction  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  in  writing ;  otherwise,  we  could  go  no  further. 
I  remained  at  Prairie  du  Chien  till  May,  1819,  when  despairing 
of  hearing  from  you,  and  believing  it  to  be  of  no  use  to  remain 
longer  in  this  expensive  place,  I  came  down  the  river,  and  am 
now  in  Madison  county,  State  of  Illinois.  I  have  been  sick 
several  months,  but  am  now  gaining  health  and  strength. 

Andrews  still  perseveres  in  the  Indian  country.  He  has 
been  employed  the  summer  past  in  building  a  saw-mill  on  Black 
river,  the  mouth  of  which  is  100  miles  above  Prairie  du  Ohien* 
I  shall  forward  the  letter  I  received  from  you  to  him  by  the 
first  opportunity. 

I  must  now  conclude,  by  wishing  you  health  and  happiness 
for  years  to  come. 

Yours  respectfully, 
Rev.  Samuel  Peters,  LL.  D.  WlIXABD  Iveyes. 


The  deponent,  Samuel  Peters,  clerk  iu  holy  order*,  under 
solemn  oath  testifies  and  says:  He  was  in  London,  A.  D.  1  -  V  I, 
and  saw  Captain  Jonathan  Carver,  a  native  of  Canterbury,  11 
the 'colony  of  Connecticut,  in  !New  England,  and  knrw  be  had 
laid  a  petition  before  his  Majesty  George  [II,  praying  nil  ICaj 
esty  to  approve  of,  and  ratify,  a  Certain  deed  of  I  trac4  ol  land 
to  himself,  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  given  by  two  Indian  chiefs 
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of  the  K'audowissie  tribes,  dated  at  the  Great  Cave,  on  May  1st, 
1767,  lying  on  the  east  side  of  Mississippi  river,  near  the  Falls 
of  St.  Anthony,  and  Lake  Pepin,  which  could  not  be  approved 
or  ratified  by  any  governor  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  in 
ISTorth  America,  because  the  land  laid  not  within  any  British  col- 
ony; and  all  governors  were  forbid  by  a  proclamation  of  King 
Charles  II,  dated  October  7,  1663  * 

The  deponent  saith  further,  that  the  King  and  Lords  of  his 
council  held  a  court  in  the  month  of  February,  A.  D.  1775,  on 
the  petition  of  said  Carver,  and  ordered  said  Carver,  Mr.  Iron, 
Carver's  counsellor,  learned  in  the  law,  and  this  deponent,  to 
attend,  and  they  obeyed.  The  court  asked  said  Carver,  Is  this 
your  petition?  Carver  answered,  Yes.  The  court  asked  Car- 
ver, Is  this  deed  from  the  two  sachems  to  you  genuine,  bona 
fide,  upon  your  honor?  Carver  answered,  Yes,  genuine,  bona 
fide,  upon  my  honor.  After  many  other  questions  to  Carver, 
the  court  asked  Mr.  Iron:  As  you  have  drawn  Carver's  peti- 
tion, and  seen  all  his  papers,  have  you  discovered  any  reason  why 
the  prayer  of  Carver's  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted  ?  Mr. 
Iron  answered,  I  have  not.  The  court  then  asked  this  deponent ! 
How  long  have  you  known  the  petitioner  and  his  character  ?  The 
deponent  answered,  from  A.  D.  1754;  he  was  bom  in  Canter- 
bury in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  near  where  I  was  born;  he  is 
great  grandson  of  John  Carver,  the  first  English  governor  that 
settled  at  Plymouth,  in  New  England,  A.  D.  1620.  He  sewed 
as  Captain  under  General  Lyman,  in  Connecticut  troope,  against 
Canada,  in  the  war  of  1755,  and  supported  a  brave  character 
during  that  war,  and  ever  after  a  moral  character.  He  W 
also  under  General  Wolfe,  in  taking  Quebec,  and  under  General 
Amherst  in  taking  Montreal  and  all  Canada.  Se  alee  suffered 
at  Fort  William  Henry.  After  the  peace,  M4e  hi  LWS|  h  > 
traveled  in  the  ISTorth- Western  part  of  North  America  with  two 
servants,  one  a  Frenchman,  the  other  a  Mohawk,  to  ?iait  the 
distant  Indians,  and  discovered  a  country  where  no  white  nun 
had  ever  been  seen  before. 

Question  by  the  court.     Do  you  believe  the  Indian*  would 
give  so  much  land  to  Carver  for  his  Bervioea  and  prceenti 
The  deponent  answered,  yea;  for  the  [ndiana  are  |  mere 

•The  Proclamation  of  George  III  Oct.  7,  1703,  must  be  Co  >:•,,<  i  '■  r  l  ■ 
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grateful  to  their  friends  and  benefactors,  and  Captain  Carver 
was  their  friend  and  benefactor,  and  made  peace  between  them 
and  other  powerful  tribes  which  was  worth  to  them  more  than 
the  territory  given  in  their  deed;  and  besides  the  Indians  had 
lands  and  wilderness  enough,  and  they  loved  Carver,  and 
wanted  him  to  settle  and  abide  with  them  as  a  sachem  and  pro- 
tector, which  he  promised  to  do.* 

Question  by  the  court.  Of  what  religion  is  Captain  Carver  ? 
The  deponent  answered.  He  is  by  profession  an  Ana-baptist, 
and  deemed  to  be  a  good  and  honest  man,  and  worthy  of  full 
credit  in  his  native  country. 

Then  was  read  Lord  Amherst's  certificate,  viz. :  "I  knew 
Jonathan  Carver  in  America,  of  the  troops  from  Connecticut, 
under  my  command,  to  be  a  brave  and  faithful  officer  and 
soldier." 

Then  Carver,  Iron  and  this  deponent  were  ordered  to  retire 
in  another  room ;  after  some  time,  were  again  called  before  the 
court,  and  the  minister  said  to  Captain  Carver:  "His  Majesty 
has  graciously  granted  your  petition,  and  'has  ordered  a  gra- 
tuity of  £1,373,  Gs.  8d.  to  be  paid  to  you,  and  that  you  pre- 
pare to  sail  for  ISFew  Orleans  next  June,  and  take  possession  of 
your  territory,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  of  whom  you 
will  be  the  commander;  and  his  Majesty  will  provide  ships,  nu  B 
and  necessaries  to  convey  you  there."  Captain  Carver  n  oeiv<  i 
the  money;  and  all  things  were  making  ready  when  news  ar- 
rived of  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  which  put  a  stop  to  Car- 
ver's return.  After  leaving  the  court,  Mr.  Iron  said  to  OapttlB 
Carver,  "I  give  you  joy;  this  is  a  ratiflcatiou  suilicient  of  your 
deed  from  the  two  Indian  chiefs." 

This  affidavit  is  a  copy  of  the  affidavit  this  deponent  made 
before  Israel  Smith,  Abraham  Baldwin  and  folfll  Smith,  all 
Senators  in  Congress,  appointed  by  the  honorable  Senate  in  .1  mi- 
liary, A.  D.  180G,  a  committee  to  examine  and  report  on  the 
claim  and  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Jonathan  Carver,  in  right  of 
their  father,  who  died  in  London,  on  January  51,  L780,  and  the 

committee  left  it  with  Samuel  Otis,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  ;h<  S,  n 
ate,  which  was  missing  (or  lost)  in  February,  A.  IV  L884|M 

•  Mnjor  Fortytll,  on  p.  212  of  this  volum<\  in  ipclktB|  Ol  ' 
remarks,  that  the  Sioux  \v«>n-  DO  ted  for  their  Keneroiltj  to  Strang-  -  i 
grant  almobt  any  requtlt  a  white  inuu  woulil  ut-k  vt  tfcUl  I    '  ■ 
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this  deponent  has  been  informed;  and  so  caused  the  unfavor- 
able report  on  his  petition  of  November  29,  1823. 
■  Samuel  Peters. 

1:1 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Willing,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Bergen,  in  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Reverend  Samuel  Peters,  LL.  D.,  and  made  solemn  oath 
that  the  foregoing  is  true.  Sworn  before  me,  at  Jersey  City, 
this  25th  day  of  September,  1824. 

John  Willing, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Early  History  of  Lead  Region 
of  Wisconsin 


By  Moses  Meeker  * 

After  much  delay,  I  commence  to  write,  at  the  request  of 
the  Historical  Society,  the  early  history  of  the  Lead  Mining 
Region  of  Wisconsin,  which  will  necessarily  embrace  much  of 
my  own  history,  having  been  connected  with  almost  all  the 
early  transactions  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

In  the  spring  of  1822,  when  residing  in  Cincinnati,  and  en- 


*  Dr.  Moses  Meeker,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  June  17th,  1790.  After  n  com- 
mon education,  he  studied  and  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine.  In  1817  he 
settled  In  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  successfully  In  the  manufacture  of 
white  lead,  until  1822,  when  he  first  visited  the  lead  mines  of  Galena  He  ROOD 
returned  for  his  family  and  supplies,  and  came  out  in  1823,  and  remained  perm* 
nently  in  the  country.  .Erecting  a  furnace  for  the  smelting  of  lead  ore,  he  coin 
mcneed  the  smelting!  business,  and  continued  with  much  success  until  the  breaa. 
ing  out  of  the  Black  Hawk  War,  when  the  work  was  for  a  while  suspended  '  He 
then  turned  his  attention,"  writes  Nicholas  Smith,  Esq.,  "to  the  general  Interest 
of  the  country;  and  too  much  praise  cannot  be  ascribed  to  him  for  Ills  benevo- 
lence, and  his  kind  and  friendly  acts  towards  the  needy,  and  for  the  manly  Spirit 
with  which  he  labored  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
during  the  Indian  disturbance.  All  those  acquainted  with  his  career  during  tin- 
dark  days  of  our  Indian  troubles,  can  bear  testimony  to  the  fact,  that  no  man 
worked  with  a  more  noble  spirit  for  the  welfare  of  t lie  country  than  did  Dr, 
Mocker.  His  hospitalities  were  bestowed  liberally,  and  lie  made  his  bouse  I  w  ! 
come  home  for  the  stranger  and  the  homeless." 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  removed  to  Iowa  county,  Wisconsin,  and  settled  » 
Blue  river  and  was  again  engaged  in  smelting  for  several  years.  In  October, 
18.'$6,  he  was  supported,  but  without  success,  as  delegate  to  Congress,  in  oppoal 
tion  to  (Jen.  (Jeorge  W.  Jones.  In  1842  he  was  elected  to  the  Wisconsin  Terrl 
torial  I.egis'ature  and  the  next  year  was  a  second  time  chosen  to  the  same  poal 
tlon,  serving  through  the  session  of  December,  1843 — January,  1844,  HI  WTU  I 
delegate  from  Iowa  county  to  the  first  Constitutional  Convention  In  to  form 

a  State  Constitution.  He  continued  his  residence  in  Iowa  count)  lintll  the  wlnl  r 
Of  1854,  when  he  retired  from  active  life,  and  settled  on  bis  farm  at  M.  \  l  * 
Grove.  In  Benton,  Lafayette  county,  where  he  continued  to  reside  till  Hp  lpnn| 
of  IKbT),  when  he  removed  to  ShuUsburg. 

He  took  a  deep  Interest  In  the  State  Historical  Society,  of  which  be  nrns  ch  >«  n 
a  corresponding  member  In  1805.  At  the  Instance  of  the  Society  be  commen  ed 
his  narrative  of  the  earlv  settlement  of  the  lead  region,  regretting  thai  be  bad 
unfortunately,  his  Journal  burned,  which  be  bad  kepi  of  the  earlj  settlement  of 
the  country;  thus  rendering  It  necessary  for  him  to  draw  upon  bU  memory  tor 
those  early  transactions  adding,  "the  meat  object  with  me  Is  to 
Referring  to  the  earlv  times  of  1822-25,  be  said:  "1  have  In  mv  |.  ••  «....  i 
documents,  Which  show  the  despotism  under  whlcll  We  lived."  r 

covers  but  a  comparatively  brief  period,  vet  it  is  of  rreal  value  and  Interest 

Dr.  Meeker  died  at  his  residence  in  the  villa-."  of  Shulhburg,  July  7tli 
at  the  good  old  age  of  75  years.    "But  tew  men."  any  a  Nicholas  Smith,  "po* 
sess  what  harmonized  the  character  of  i>r.  Meeker    benevolence,  amlableo 

disposition,  honesty  of  principle,  and  a  true  Christian  spirit,  wore  Ids  cT.mntnu 
Virtues.  He  lived  not  for  himself,  but  to  do  (rood  to  others;  ami  in  ronsldoratl  i 
of  this  harmony  of  character,  his  name  is  engraved  i"  the  hearts  '<f  the  «  •     m  1 

good,  and  In  the  records  of  eternity."  Wben  Dr  Meeker  died,  one  of  the  nobloM 
of  the  baud  of  Wisconsin  pioneers  passed  to  tbe  btttSI  world  I    I  11 
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gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  white  lead,  it  became  necessary 
for  me  to  visit  St.  Louis,  to  purchase  a  stock  of  pig  lead.  On 
arriving  there,  I  learned  that  Col.  James  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  fitting  out  an  expedition  to  work  the  lead  mines  on 
Fever  river,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  The  day  after 
my  arrival  at  St.  Louis,  there  was  a  keel-boat  loaded  with  lead, 
landed  from  the  Dubuque  mines,  belonging  to  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Anderson,  an  Indian  trader.  He  informed  me  that 
the  lead  had  been  smelted  on  an  island  in  the  Mississippi  river, 
opposite  the  Indian  village  where  his  establishment  was.  The 
Indians  would  not  permit  him  to  build  upon  the  main  land 
where  they  had  dug  and  smelted  lead  for  many  years.  Being 
in  the  Indian  trade,  and  seeing  a  great  deal  of  waste  aboul 
their  furnaces,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  purchasing  the  waste 
and  smelting  it.  He  erected  a  log  furnace  on  the  island,  and 
purchased  the  ore  and  the  mineral  ashes  from  their  furnaces, 
which,  by  paying  the  Indians  in  goods,  he  obtained  at  a  lesfl 
cost  than  he  could  have  obtained  it  by  mining.  He  gave  me 
a  very  glowing  description  of  the  Fever  river  mines,  and  also 
of  the  mines  generally  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

About  this  time  there  appeared  an  advertisement  in  the 
papers,  that  the  President  proposed  to  lease  to  individuals 
one-half  of  a  section  of  land  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  lead 
mines.  The  person  giving  a  bond  and  security  for  ten 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  approved  by  a  'IT.  S.  District  Judge. 
The  individual  getting  a  lease,  was  to  have  the  use  of  timber 
and  stone  on  the  half  section,  for  the  purpose  of  Bmelting; 
and  was  to  pay  the  Government  one-tenth  of  all  toe  1<  ad 
made. 

Col.  James  Johnson  and  others  arrived  01)  Aft  l'Ywr  riw, 
(now  Galena),  about  the  5th  of  duly,  1822.  Anticipating 

opposition  from  the  Indians,  he  had  procured  an  Order 

the  Secretary  of  War  to  Ool.  Morgan,*  commanding  the 
troops  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  to  meet  him  with  -i 

sufficient    lo   over-awe   the    Indiana     Detachment*   I  I 


*  Colonel  Will  ouch  by  Morgan,  n»tl?e  of  Virginia,  rnterrd  o  ••«  i  1  «*  <~»P 
uiin  in  1612,  and  UM  M  ITorl  Crawford,  I'rtli  It  du  Chltn,  April  n.  in?  ■ 
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Were  ordered  from  Fort  Edwards,  Fori  Armstrong,  on  Rock 
Island,  and  Fort  Crawford,  at  Prairie  du  Ghien,  Col.  Mor- 
gan's headquarters.  The  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  had  deter- 
mined to  resist  their  landing,  but  found  that  resistance  would 
be  in  vain  from  the  demonstrations  made  by  the  Government 
troops.  The  Indians  afterwards  informed  me,  that  they,  by 
virtue  of  necessity,  concluded  to  let  the  white  men  work  with 
them. 

During  the  summer  of  1322,  there  were  a  great  many  no- 
tices published  in  the  papers  of  St.  Louis,  concerning  the 
wealth  of  the  lead  mines  of  the  Upper  Mississippi.  On  the 
first  of  October  in  that  year,  Col.  Cole  and  myself  starred 
from  Cincinnati  on  horseback  for  the  lead  mines  by  the  way 
of  St.  Louis.  In  St.  Louis  I  met  with  Captain  Bliss,  and  he 
proposed  for  us  to  remain  there  for  a  few  days,  and  he  would 
accompany  us.  We  complied  with  his  proposal,  and  leaving 
St.  Louis  we  crossed  the  Missouri  river  at  St.  Charles,  and  then 
traveled  up  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi.  The  inhab- 
itants were  few  and  far  between,  till  within  twenty-live  miles 
of  Fort  Edwards.  We  left  the  last  white  settlement  expecting 
to  arrive  opposite  the  fort  in  time  to  swim  our  horses  over  the 
river  before  night.  When  about  five  miles  from  the  house  we 
left,  it  began  to  rain  very  heavily,  and  continued  some  time, 
and  then  changed  to  snow. 

We  lost  our  way,  and  in  place  of  striking  the  fords  of  the 
river  Des  Moines,  we  struck  a  slough  of  the  Mississippi;  by 
following  that  down  we  found  the  main  river  about  ten  miles 
below  the  fort,  as  we  afterwards  learned.  It  being  night,  snd 
a  heavy  snow  falling,  we  encamped  for  the  night  without  rood 
for  ourselves  or  horses.  It  cleared  off  in  the  night,  and  the 
next  morning  there  was  such  a  strong  wind  that  we  could  DOl 
hear  the  bell  on  our  horses.  We  spent  the  day  in  .1  fruitless 
search  for  our  horses,  and  near  night  we  found  some  Indian 
canoes;  we  launched  one  of  them  into  the  water,  put  our  sad- 
dles into  it,  and  started  for  the  house  that  we  bad  left  the  morn- 
ing before.     After  going  down  the  river  about   three  nubs. 
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we  saw  a  keel-boat  encamped  for  the  night.  They  very  kindly 
gave  us  something  to  eat,  and  invited  us  to  spend  the  night 
with  them.  After  breakfast  in  the  morning,  we  started  down, 
and  the  keel-boat  up  the  river.  On  arriving  at  Mr.  White's, 
we  hired  a  man  and  horses,  and  we  put  it  upon  Col.  Cole  to 
go  with  him  to  search  for  the  horses,  as  he  refused  to  hobble 
Ms  horse. 

Soon  after  he  left  in  search  of  the  horses,  a  keel-boat  came 
along,  and  Capt.  Bliss  and  myself  got  on  board  of  it  for  Fort 
Edwards,  leaving  directions  for  Cole  to  come  on  with  the 
'horses ;  and  on  arriving  at  the  fort,  we  heard  the  call  of  Cole 
with  our  horses,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  We  got  a 
Frenchman  with  his  canoe,  and  went  and  swam  our  horses 
•across  the  river  beside  it.  At  this  fort  we  procured  provi- 
sions, and  started  for  Fort  Armstrong,  at  Rock  Island,  distance 
100  miles.  The  weather  became  warmer,  and  the  streams  we 
liad  to  cross  were  very  high,  but  our  horses  got  accustomed  to 
crossing  them,  and  would  swim  them  without  difficulty,  carry- 
ing us  and  our  provisions  upon  their  backs. 

Fort  Edwards  was  under  the  command  of  Major  Marston ; 
from  whom  and  his  officers  we  received  very  kind  and  marked 
•attention.  I  have  forgotten  the  names  of  all  his  officers  except 
Lieutenant,  afterwards  Captain,  Low.  We  arrived  in  good 
time  at  the  fort  at  Rock  Island,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Burbank,  who  received  us  very  kindly.  We  fortunately  met 
with  a  keel-boat  owned  by  George  W.  Ilynes,  who  bad  his 
family  on  board  moving  to  the  mines.  Wo  sen!  "in-  borsefl 
T)ack  to  the  settlement,  and.  took  passage  on  the  boat  for  F<  W  t 
river.  On  entering  the  river,  I  was  astonished  at  the  number 
of  fish  as  the  men  were  pushing  the  beat  along.  1  Bhot  I  gr<  si 
many  as  fast  as  I  could  load  and  fire. 

We  arrived  at  the  village  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  November  12th,  1822.  There  were  OoL  James  John- 
son's* company,  consisting  of  eight  men,  white  and  black,  the 

•Col.  .Tiling  Johnson,  tiw>  elder  brother  of  col   Richard  M   Johotoo  S 

tucky,  wn.w  horn  In  OraOfffi  COUBty,   Virginia.  .Ism.    1.   17,'l    an  I      htU  llKMII  nv,< 

yean  of  age  was  taken  to  Kentucky,    in*  father  Col   Rolwrl  John 
wllh  all  totally  at  Mryau's  Station,  and  were  -nil  reeling-  there  wh«-  . 
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Colonel  himself  having  gone  to  Kentucky  for  the  winter,  and 
to  obtain  supplies  for  the  next  year's  operations;  Thomas  II. 
January,  with  two  or  three  men,  and  a  log  furnace;  John  Bur- 
rel  and  Nehemiah  Bales,  one  log  furnace,  together  with  Col. 
Johnson's  furnace,  making  three  furnaces;  Amos  Farrar,  an 
Indian  trader  doing  business  for  George  Davenport,  a  trader  at 
Rock  Island ;  Capt.  David^  G.  Bates  and  A.  P.  Vanmetre,  at 
that  time  trading  on  the  island  at  Dubuque.  Thomas  Beuth- 
ilierf  having  bought  out  Anderson?  the  trader,  on  a  slough  of 
the  Mississippi,  about  three  miles  west  of  the  settlement  on 
Fever  river,  known  by  the  name  of  "the  Point" — since  Galena — 
had  his  trading  establishment  at  that  locality.  There  were 
about  thirty  persons  to  pass  the  winter,  with  but  a  short  supply 
of  provisions,  unless  all  the  keel-boats  on  the  way  should  get 
up,  which  they  failed  to  do.  The  scurvy  attacked  a  number 
of  the  persons,  as  I  learned  the  following  season,  when  I  re- 
turned. I  remained  eight  days,  and  made  what  explorations 
I  could  in  that  time,  and  was  satisfied  that  it  was  a  mineral 
country,  and  also  having  a  good  soil,  and  well-watered;  but 
that  the  ground  could  not  be  worked  on  the  terms  offered  by 
the  Government.  The  ore  would  have  to  be  smelted  where  the 
timber  could  be  obtained. 

I  made  arrangements  for  returning  the  next  spring.  The 


orable  attack  was  made  on  that  fortress  In  August,  1782,  by  a  strong  part?  of 
British  and  Indians,  and  soon  after  settled  on  Klkhorn.  in  Scot!  county,  I 
young  James  grew  up  inured  to  dangers  and  hardships.  The  Indians  wr*t*  Sl« 
most  constantly  troubling  this  settlement,  and  Col.  Robert  Johnson  was  a  lead  r 
among  the  people  in  repelling  and  pursuing  the  savage  foej  and  when  bis  loo 
James  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  too  feeble  to  undergo  the  fatigues  of  the 
wilderness,  he  took  him  to  the  conflict,  with  a  servant  to  carry  his  r  tie.  and 
assist  him  in  difficult  passages,  that  he  might  thus  learn  from  earlj  hahli  to  to 
dure  the  toils  and  brave  the  dangers  of  war.  During  the  Warof  1812,  Col.  laiUM 
Jphnson  served  as  second  in  command  under  his  brother,  Col,  ft,  M.  Johnson,  tnd 
commanded  the  right  wing  in  the  charge  on  General  Proetor  at  tiie  pal 
the  Thames,  Oct.  5.  1818.  He  was  a  large  army  contractor  during  the  rears 
1810-20,  and  with  two  steamers  conveyed  supplies  and  troop*  high  up  M  wourl 
river— one  of  his  steamers  was  named  the  '  Johnson."  I>r.  Meeker's  narrative 
shows  his  early  connection  with  the  lead  mines  in  the  Ualena  region  nnd  Wcsti  rn 
Wisconsin,  lie  served  a  term  in  Congress  in  182J5  20;  nnd  died  of  fever  at  his 
residence  in  Scott  county,  Ky.,  Aug.  14th,  1820,  in  the  B.'ld  year  of  his  age  lit 
was  a  man  whom  no  dangers  could  dismay  nor  obstacles  discourse,  ind  was 
guided  through  life  by  the  strictest  principles  of  Christian  virtue  and  li  i  - 

tile  was  an  old  man  at  this  period,  says  Charles  T.  01  instead,  and  remain*  i  In 
Galena  and  died  there  many  years  since.  j  3 

t  He  was  universally  Known  as  Knit  nek  Anderson,  ns  he  was  from  Kentucky 

sometimes  engaged  in  trading  with  tin-  Indians,  and  sometimes  emp 

lag:  he  served  through  the  Black  Hawk  War  In  Captain  Clarke  *  mini   nj  ws* 

in  the  Peck » ton  lea  fight;  in  the  affairs  at  Kellogg'a  Grove  and  Itutile  ••>.-.     n  i 

at  Wisconsin  Heights  and  Had  Axe;  he  was  a  noted  l. miser,  urn!  it  »'rh  rolm  I 

of  him  that  he  had  thirteen  fisticuff  flights  In  Mineral  l*olnl  In  one  rtnj 

was  naturally  kind  hearted  and  devoted  to  Mh  friend'       III      IS  Until)   kl  led  in 

n  feud  six  miles  southwest  of  Dubuque,  in  or  tthoul  the  fall  of  1830  htvl 

Hliot  dead  by  one  Whose  life  he  bad  threatened      So  relates   Mr    ()ltn*ti>«d  trho 

settled  in  the  lead  region  a  youth,  In  1820,  and  knew  Anderson  well,  nnd 
kindly  of  his  memory.  1    I    1 ' 
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settlement  east  of  the  Mississippi  in  Illinois  extended  up  to 
Quincy,  within  fifty  miles  of  Tort  Echvante;  and  on  the  west 
side  to  the  residence  of  a  man  by  the  name  Edward  White, 
twenty-five  miles  below  the  fort.  On  the  20th  of  November 
we  left  for  the  settlement  in  a  very  heavy  snowstorm.  By 
hard  labor  the  men  worked  the  keel-boat  in  the  current  of  the' 
Mississippi.  As  we  were  going  out  of  the  mouth  of  Fever 
river,  we  met  with  a  Mackinaw  boat,  loaded  with  Indians  and 
goods  from  Green  Bay,  which  had  been  sent  by  Daniel  Whit- 
ney. A  young  man  by  the  name  of  Tuttle  had  charge  of  it. 
Winter  had  commenced,  but  we  proceeded  night  and  day  un- 
til we  arrived  at  White's,  where  our  horses  were.  We  were 
subject  to  the  severe  cold,  there  being  no  conveniences  for  fire 
in  the  boat. 

At  White's  we  mounted  our  horses,  and,  after  many  deten- 
tions by  ice  and  stormy  weather,  arrived  in  Cincinnati  on  the 
8th  of  January,  1823,  and  immediately  commenced  preparing 
to  return  as  early  in  the  spring  as  possible.  I  entered  into  cor- 
respondence with  the  Secretary  of  War,  Hon.  John  C.  Call 
houn,  which  has  since  been  lost;  but  the  substance  of  it  was 
that  I  wanted  some  assurance  from  the  Government  that  I 
should  not  be  interfered  with,  either  by  the  Government  01  by 
individuals,  in  my  improvements.  My  letter  was  SubBUtted 
to  President  Monroe,  and  resulted  in  an  order  to  Ool  Bom- 
ford,  head  of  the  Ordnance  Department,  where  tli«'  business 
of  the  lead  mines  had  been  placed.  I  received  all  the  assur* 
ance  that  could  be  given  that  I  should  not  be  interfered  with, 
until  some  action  of  Congress  took  place  upon  the  subject 
At  the  same  time  I  forwarded  an  approved  bond  tor  ten  thou- 
sand  dollars,  as  required. 

On  the  5th  day  of  April,  1888,  all  things  being  ready,  l  1  ial 

loose  the  good  keel-boat,  "Col  Bomford,"  with  a  nvw  of  nun 
teen  men,  two  of  whom  had  their  families  With  them.  Fh 

whole  number  on  the  boat,  consisting  oi  men,  women  and 
children,  amounted  to  forty-three,  besides  three  d 

outfit  was  obtained  at  an  expense  <>!'  seven  thousand  dollars. 
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Among  the  passengers  on  the  boat  were  the  following  persons : 
James  Harris,  Esq.,  and  son,  D.  Smith  Harris,  now  Capt. 
Harris  of  steamboat  notoriety;  Benson  Hunt,  wife  and  child- 
ren; Thus.  Doyle,  wife  and  children;  Maria  Rutherford; 
Maria  Bunce,  a  young  woman;  Thos.  Whittington;  John 
Bunce  and  brother;  ilarael  Garretson;  Thos.  Boys;  Rich'd 
Spears,  and  other  names  which  I  have  forgotten,  all  of  whom 
left  the  country  after  remaining,  two  or  three  years,  except  the 
Harrises  and  Hunt. 

The  Ohio  river,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  was  very  high. 
On  arriving  at  its  mouth,  we  commenced  ascending  the  Missis- 
sippi ;  and  in  five  days  thereafter  this  river  also  rose  very  high, 
the  banks  overflowing,  and  for  five  days  we  were  confined  to 
the  boat,  not  seeing  land  enough  to  stand  upon.  We  were 
twenty-two  days  in  running  up  to  St.  Louis,  and  during  the 
whole  time  only  two  days  without  rain.  My  men  being 
much  exposed  to  the  wet  weather,  suffered  considerably  from 
sickness ;  we  worked  the  boat  along  whenever  we  could  make 
any  headway. 

About  seventy  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  in  ascend- 
ing  the  Mississippi,  the  steamer  "Indiana"  or  "Virginia,"  I  am 
not  positive  which,  passed  us,  loaded  with  Government  store-, 
destined  for  the  Upper  Mississippi.  She  was  the  first  steam- 
boat that  crossed  over  the  Rapids.  I  called  to  the  Captain, 
and  tried  to  get  him  to  take  me  in  tow;  but  he  said  thai  he 
could  not  do  it,  as  ho  had  hard  work  to  stem  the  current.  In 
many  places  he  would  come  to  a  stand-still.  On  my  arrival 
at  St.  Louis,  there  was  a  great  speculation  as  to  whether  the 
Steamboat  would  ever  return  again,  and  also  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  steamboats  crossing  the  Rapids  of  the  M  Ississippi.  The 
boat  finally  returned  to  St.  Louia,  re-loaded  and  made  two 
more  trips.  The  first  trip  to  Prairie  du  Ohien,  and  the  Becond 
to  St  Peter's.  They  lost  three  or  four  anchors  by  "warping 
over."  They  had  not  sufficient  power  of  Bteam  to  stem  the 
swift,  current  over  the  bars  of  rocks  on  the  Rapids.    The  man 

nei' of  warping  is  by  sending  a  yawl  boat  alir.nl  with  an  anchor, 
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to  which  a  cable  is  attached.  They  cast  over  the  anchor,  and 
pay  out  the  cable  till  they  arrive  at  the  boat.  On  a  keel-boat 
all  hands  lay  hold  of  the  warp,  as  they  term  it,  and  walk  back 
to  the  stern  of  the  boat,  and  as  each  man  reaches  the  stern,  he 
breaks  off  and  travels  to  the  bow,  and  so  on  in  succession  un- 
til they  arrive  at  the  anchor  or  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  river,, 
as  the  case  may  be.  In  warping  a  steamer,  the  warp  was~al- 
ways  passed  several  times  around  the  main  paddle  wheel  shaft, 
and  the  steam  put  on,  and  the  wheels  and  the  warp  would  lorce 
the  vessel  against  the  current.  At  this  day  there  has  been  so 
much  improvement,  that  the  term  warp  has  almost,  if  not  en- 
tirely, become  obsolete. 

While  at  St.  Louis,  I  sent  two  men  to  Illinois  to  purchase 
horses  and  cattle  to  be  driven  to  the  mines  by  way  of  Spring- 
field and  Peoria,  from  which  latter  place  there  was  no  settle- 
ment until  they  reached  their  destined  one  at  Fever  river. 
After  leaving  St.  Louis,  we  worked  along  up  the  river  as  our 
keel-boat  was  wont  to  do,  sometimes  pushing  it  along  with 
poles,  sometimes  pulling  it  along  by  the  brush,  called  brash- 
whacking,  sometimes  by  warping,  and  occasionally  by  sailing 
a  few  miles;  but  the  wind  would  not  shift  to  suit  all  the 
bends  of  the  river.  On  the  day  I  arrived  at  Fort  ESwarda, 
we  had  a  fair  wind,  and  sailed  about  twenty  miles,  owing  to  a 
bend  in  the  river.  I  was  obliged  to  keep  along  near  tEe 
opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  when  about  one  mile  above 
the  fort,  I  saw  one  of  the  ports  thrown  open,  and  ;i  Bhot  was 
sent  ahead  of  us.  I  laid  the  boat  in  shore,  took  the  skill  and 
went  down  to  the  fort.  I  had  concerted  ;i  signal  for  tli.>  keel 
to  drop  down  should  I  require  it.  On  arriving  at  the  landing, 
Lieut.  Low  met  me  with  a  party  of  men  <o  escort  me  into  tl 
august  presence  of  the  commandant,  Major  Karston,  who  1 
found  unable  to  stand  without  something  t<>  support  him,  1 
apologized  to  him  for  not  landing  and  paying  my  n  j  .  .  u  i 
him,  as  was  the  custom  for  boats  passing  up  into  the  Indian 

country;  I  had  availed  myself  of  <li«>  favorable  wind,  the 
benefit  of  which  I  did  not  like  to  lose)  bul  1  judged  tho 
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quickest  and  easiest  way  for  me  to  get  along  would  be  to  signal 
the  keel-boat  to  drop  down  and  to  invite  tbe  Major  on  board. 
He  enquired  whether  I  had  any  whisky  on  board,  and  answer- 
ing in  the  affirmative,  he  said  he  would  be  under  the  necessity 
of  taking  it  from  me.  I  remonstrated  by  saying  that  I  was 
not  going  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  but  going  to  work  the 
lead  mines  with  my  own  men.  That  appeared  to  satisfy  him ;. 
and,  as  was  the  custom  of  the  day,  the  brandy  soothed  all  diffi- 
culties. 

We  worked  up  the  river  near  to  the  foot  of  the  Rapids,  and 
crossed  over  to  be  ready  to  commence  the  ascent  the  following 
morning.  During  the  night  a  rain  storm  began,  so  that  we 
could  not  proceed.  Early  in  the  morning  I  saw  a  boat  making 
for  us  from  the  fort.  On  their  arrival  a  letter  was  handed 
me,  containing  a  very  polite  apology  for  detaining  me  the 
day  previous,  with  the  mail  for  upper  ports,  requesting  that 
I  should  forward  it  as  far  as  Prairie  du  Chien.  At  that 
day,  and  up  to  the  fall  of  1828,  there  was  not  regular  mail 
above  Tort  Edwards;  each  military  post  was  a  post-office,  and 
the  commandant  a  posfmaster,  While  the  river  was  op  n. 
the  mails  traveled  at  the  speed  of  a  keel-boat,  and  as  often  a~ 
opportunities  offered.  After  the  closing  of  the  river  in  the 
fall,  to  the  opening  of  the  navigation  in  the  spring,  there 
was  an  express  sent  through  from  one  post  to  another,  onoe  I 
month. 

We  pushed  up  the  river  without  any  annoyance  worth  no- 
ling,  and  entered  Eever  river  on  Sunday,  the  first  day  ol  June, 
making  the  trip  from  St.  Louis  in  thirty-one  'lays,  and  fifty- 
eight  days  from  Cincinnati.  On  arriving,  T  found  that  Ool. 
James  Johnson  had  arrived  before-  me,  accompanied  b\  Gen. 
Simrall*  from  Kenuteky,  with  a  few  men;  and  JooB  S.  Mil- 
ler and  family  from  Hannibal,  Missouri,  with  :i  drovi 

tie.    John  Kay  assisted  Miller  to  drive  Ins  oattle  through. 
Duke  S.  Smith,  a  brother  of  Mrs,  Miller,  and  I 
Orne,  came  that  year;  John   Armstrong,   Ouyler  Inn 

•Lieut,  col.  James  Simrall  commanded"  tbt  Kwtuckj  Dtagooni  on  }h*_N£rth 
Western  campaigns  of  1812-18,  1   '  1 
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strong,  and  James  Thompson,  from  Green  Bay,  with  T lit- 
tle, and  Daniel  Whitney's  goods,  arrived  the  fall  before.  I 
was  at  my  destined  port,  and  had  to  live  in  my  boat  until  I 
could  build  houses,  which  was  no  small  job.  I  had  men  and 
tools,  but  my  oxen  had  not  yet  reached  me.  Fortunately,  Mil- 
ler had  oxen,  which  he  kindly  gave  me  the  use  of,  till  mine, 
should  arrive.  When  I  applied  to  him  to  hire  them,  he  said 
that  I  was  too  much  of  a  Yankee  for  this  country,  and  that  he 
would  not  hire  them;  but  that  I  might  take  and  use  them 
as  long  as  I  wanted  them;  and  if  I  wished  to  insult  him,  I 
could  not  better  do  so  than  by  again  offering  to  pay  him. 

The  timber  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  I  had 
some  logs  hauled  to  the  bank  of  the  river  about  half  a  mile 
above  Galena,  which  I  rolled  into  the  stream  to  raft  down,  but 
they  sank.  Fortunately  the  Armstrongs  had  built  a  rlat- 
boat  which  I  purchased  and  went  ahead.  Soon  after  I  got  up 
my  houses  and  moved  into  them,  there  came  a  thunder  storm 
accompanied  with  a  very  strong  wind  that  unroofed  one  of 
them,  notwithstanding  the  roof  was  weighed  down  with  very 
heavy  green  oak  logs.  I  spent  the  first  year  mostly  in  build- 
ing houses,  furnaces  and  stables,  and  in  digging  a  well.  In 
the  month  of  August  I  had  the  census  taken;  there  were  lev- 
enty-four  persons,  men,  women  and  children,  white  and  black; 
my  company  numbering  forty-three  of  them.  CoL  Johl 
had  four  black  men  with  him,  one  of  whom  was  James  P. 
Beckwourth,  afterwards  a  mountaineer  notorn  I 


♦Mr.  Beckwourth  was  born  la  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  April  Wth,  i::>s;  and 
when  but  seven  or  eight  veins  of  age,  Ills  Father  removed  to  Missouri  and  -  I 
tied  in  the  forks  of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers.  12  miles  beloti  m  (  hsrl  - 
Spending  his  early  years  on  the  farm,  he  was  at  length  Apprenticed  to  les  n  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith.  Several  years  were  devoted  to  this  employment,  nd  leu  as 
he  grew  to  years  of  manhood,  became  Irksome  to  him,  ami  be  resolved  to  Ind  lire 
himself  in  a  growing  wish  tor  travel  and  adventure,    Ills  Arst  vencurs  wraa  to 

join  Colonel  Johnson   In  biS  expedition  up  to  IVver  river,  to  OA  14  I   treat)  Wltk 

the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians,  to  obtain  their  COOSWU  to  Working  th(  lead 

that  time  In  their  possession.    The  expedition  consisted  ol  nil   o  el«hl 

convoying  probably  about  one  hundred  men,  as  Beckwourth  estimated  some  till 

two  or  three  years  afterwards;  though  the  number  was  \<:>  llkeli  < 

less.    Beckwourth  engaged  in  the  capacity  of  a  hunter  to  th>  nartj     He  st.itr. 

that  they  had  a  tedious  passage  of  some  twenty  dayi  from  Si    l«OUli  to  the  p  I  * 
of  their  destination — Galena  of  the  present  day.    Thej  found  the  Bsc  ind  Foi 
Indians  in  great  numhers  awaiting  their  arrival  and  disembarkation   who  IV* 
already  acquainted  with  the  object  of  the  expedition     The)  were  aU  armod    u  I 
presented  a   very   formidable  appearanee,   ye(    received  Johnson   nnd  Ms  |,;nti 

peaceably. 

After  nine  days'  parleylni:.  a  treatv  was  effected  wilh  them.  sl»n»»d  on  (he  p.irt 
of  the  Indians  by  Black  Thunder,  Veii,>w  Bank  and  Keokuk  father  to  the  '  •' 
of  that,  name  who  figured  in  the  Black  Hawk  War;  nnd.  on  the  part  of  the  t  nii.-,| 
States,  by  Colonels  Morgan  and  Tohnson.     By  thh  treatv.  the  lend  mine.  w.'i.' 

then  tirst  opened  for  civilized  enterprise,  During  the  prel  minat 

there  was  great  dlWeully  In  preserving  pence,  n->  l li  ■  Indian-  «eie  w.n  aimed. 
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There  were  about  five  hundred  Indians;  their  women  quite 
industrious  miners,  but  the  men  would  not  work.  They  would 
form  an  inclined  plane  where  they  went  deep.  I  saw  one 
place  where  they  dug  forty-five  feet  deep.  Their  manner  of 
doing  it  was  by  drawing  the  mineral  dirt  and  rock  in  what 
they  called  a  mocock,  a  kind  of  basket  made  of  birch  bark,  or 
dry  hide  of  buckskin,  to  which  they  attached  a  rope  made  of 
rawhide.  Their  tools  were  a  hoe  made  for  the  Indian  trade, 
an  axe,  and  a  crowbar,  made  of  an  old  gun  barrel  flattened  at 
the  breach,  which  they  used  for  removing  the  rock.  Their 
mode  of  blasting  was  rather  tedious,  to  be  sure;  they  got  dry 
wood,  kindled  a  fire  along  the  rock  as  far  as  they  wished  to 
break  it.  After  getting  the  rock  hot,  they  poured  cold  water 
upon  it  which  so  cracked  it  that  they  could  pry  it  up.  At  the 
old  Buck  Lead,  they  had  removed  many  hundred  tons  of  rock 
in  that  manner,  and  had  raised  many  thousand  pounds  of  min- 
eral or  lead  ore. 

The  Buck  Lead  was  discovered  by  an  Indian  who  was  called 
by  that  name,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Galena,  and 
had  been  worked  by  Old  Buck  and  his  wife,  and  such  of  his 
friends  as  he  chose  to  invite  to  join  him,  for  some  fifteen  year-, 
as  I  was  informed  by  the  Indian  traders.  Old  Buck  was  re- 
puted to  be  the  best  miner  among  the  Indians.  He  had  given 
up  hunting  some  twenty  years  before  the  whites  took  po 
sion  of  the  mines,  and  made  his  living  by  mining.  There  ffeVC 
many  places  where  the  Indians  found  and  worked  oui  mineral, 
but  the  principal  places  were  the  Buck  and  Care  leads,  the  1. li- 
ter five  miles  from  "The  Point" — now  Galena.  Col.  J.  John- 
son purchased  the  right  of  working  the  Buck*  and  Gave  leads 


and  the  whites  had  to  keep  strict  guard;  hut  on  the  distribution  of  the  presents, 
which  followed  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  consisting  of  casks  of  whlaky,  R  ins, 
powder,  knives,  blankets,  etc.,  there  was  a  general  time  of  rejoicing;  pow-wowi 
drinking  and  dancing  diversified  the  time,  ami  a  few  Hints  were  Indulged  In,  ;<>  m 
sequel  to  the  entertainment. 

when  Colonel  Johnson  and  party  finished  their  business.  Reckwourth  bad  «•> 
fur  ingratiated  himself  into  the  good  graces  or  the  Indians,  thai  ho  i 

hunted  In  their  country  for  eighteen  months,  ami  learned  mucli  of  n   - 

and  character.  This  was  iho  commencement  of  his  eventful  career  >t  frontier 
life  and  adventure,  as  mountaineer,  seoul  and  pioneer,  and  chief  of  tlm  Prow 
Indians,  of  which  a  most  Interesting  volume  was  published  by  the  Harpen  ■ 

1868.  tie  sci  tied  in  "ReckWOUrtU  VSlley,"  California,  in  lS.'iJ,  where,  we  pro 
sume.  he  Is  still  living,  as  we  have  not  heard  of  his  death  U   V.  D 

♦  Ma),  chnries  \\  Legate  n  pioneer  of  1830,  states  thai  Colonel  Jobu«oo  letrotsf 

that  Old  Buck  would  sell  out  Ids  lead  or  diggings  for  KM  ward  Mem.h 

nrd,  Willi  goods   io   that   amount,  ami  consummated   the  purchase    whl.-h  h.t,i 
proved  a  verv  valuable  digging,  as  it  lias  been  worked  ever  since     uf  Old  Ruck, 
1!) 
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of  the  Indians  in  1822;  and  the  following  year,  the  Indians 
were  at  work  at  different  plaees  on  the  same  range.  The  In- 
dian women  proved  themselves  to  be  the  best  as  well  as  tbo 
shrewdest  miners.  While  Col.  Johnson's  men  were  sinking 
their  holes  or  shafts,  in  some  instances  the  squaws  would  drift 
under  them  and  take  out  all  the  mineral  or  ore  they  could  find. 
When  the  men  got  down  into  the  drift  made  by  the  women, 
the  latter  would  have  a  hearty  laugh  at  the  white  men'-  ex- 
pense. 

This  year  the  Government  had  two  officers  of  the  Ordnance 
Department  stationed  here  as  surveyors,  Major  Anderson  and 
Lieutenant  73urdine.t  There  not  being  any  agent  sent  by  the 
Government  this  year,  the  surveyors  had  nothing  to  do  but  eat 
and  drink. 

When  I  arrived,  on  the  first  of  June,  on  entering  Fev<  r 
river,  I  observed  the  atmosphere  to  be  very  chilly ;  it  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  immense  piles  of  ice,  left  by  the  great  freshel 
in  the  month  of  March  preceding.  These  piles  of  ice  upon 
the  bottom  opposite  the  village  were  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet 
high.  The  men  that  were  there  told  me  that  the  water  rose 
fifteen  feet  in  one  hour  !  The  ice  being  very  thick  and  strong 
in  the  short  bend  of  the  river,  it  would  gorge  up  and  atop  the 
water  until  it  got  high  enough  to  run  over,  and  would  very 
soon  wash  the  ice  away. 

There  were  many  log  furnaces  that  the  smelters,  had  pre- 
pared,  that  were  lying  upon  the  banks  of  the  river,  thai  w<  re 
swept  away.  There  was  one  large  keel-boat  that  had  ground*  d 
and  was  frozen  fast  to  the  bottom.  The  running  106  took  awav 
all  the  roof  and  upper  works.  The  river  bas  not  broken  op 
as  rapidly  since.    In  tbo  year  L826  <>r  L82?  at  the  breaking  op 


the  Winnebago  minor,  we  can  add  on  the  authority  "f  Mr  Olmatead,  that  I  i  was 

a  Bwarthy,  medium-sized  Indian,  more  Industrious  than  Mm  people  c<  n<  1 

bad  become  considerably  enlightened,  and  talked  broken  Rncllsb  prettj  well  rns 

last  Mr.  Oilmstead  heard  of  him.  he  was  en^ed  with  n  hall  i  .1  nnmed  1  • 

prospect  in*  for  lead  on  the  Biff  Ma-CO  l«'l  ty.  in  Hi''  Dubuque  i-       n.  hi  1^  nd 

as  a  rood  many  minors  died  Of  cholera  al   II. at  period,  hi  Mthet  J  I. ink-  Old  |  k 

was  among  1  he  \  tctlms.  ,    ,  , 

t  Ma|.  vftan  Anderson,  a  native  of  Vermont,  became  n  cadet 
lieutenant  in  18<)7  ;  fu  st  lieutenant   in   I S 1  L>  ;  captain 

with  the  rank  of  major,  in  1818;  brevet  lieutenant  colonel  in  is--.  «»<i  •» 

Detroit,  Sept.  II.  IH.'U.  .  ,   ,      _  w1  . 

Lieut,  Clark  I'.nrdine.  a  native  of  <ieorr,la.  became  a  cadet  In  lhli  .  a.  Una 
assistant  profess.,,-  of  malhcmatlcH  at  West  Point  In  1SJP  :*1  ;  m  « end  nontenant 

of  artillery  Id  1821,  and  wall  Bed  In  1828  '  n 
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of  Fever  river,  the  water  was  eight  feet  deep  in  the  bottom  at 
Galena.    What  has  occurred  once  may  occur  again. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  sickness  in  the  settlement  this 
year;  various  complaints,  bilious  fever,  typhoid  fever,  and 
fever  and  ague.  Gen.  Simrall,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Tut- 
tie,  from  Green  Bay,  both  died  of  typhoid  fever. 

An  occurrence  took  place  this  season,  originating  in  a 
drunken  frolic,  that  placed  us  in  a  rather  dangerous  situation 
with  the  Indians.  Three  men  of  my  company  one  Sunday  went 
to  Col.  Johnson's  establishment,  and  got  drunk,  and  in  the 
night  went  into  an  Indian  lodge  on  their  way  home,  and,  fof 
their  improper  conduct,  the  Indian  took  his  gun  to  drive  them 
away.  The  men  snatehed  the  gun  from  him,  and  broke  it 
over  his  head  and  shoulders,  and  then  beat  his  aged  father 
shamefully.  Their  cries  brought  a  number  of  Indians  sufficient 
to  drive  them  away.  The  men  came  home  between  eleven 
and  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  swearing  vengeance  against  the 
Indians;  clamoring  for  arms  and  ammunition  to  exterminate 
the  Indians,  and  swore  that  they  would  have  them.  I  had 
provided  a  full  supply  of  both  arms  and  ammunition.  The 
guns  were  placed  on  a  rack  over  my  bed,  ail  well  charged,  and 
my  gun  always  standing  at  the  head  of  my  bed,  and  a  pair  <>f 
pistols  under  my  pillow.  I  was  sick  at  the  time.  As  they 
came  into  the  house,  I  presented  my  gun  at  the  leader  of  them, 
and  made  them  get  into  their  beds.  They  were  soon  asleep.  I 
then  called  one  of  my  interpreters  (having  employed  two  aa  la- 
borers, one  a  half-breed  Indian,  and  the  other  a  while  man 
named  Curtiss),  and  gave  him  directions  t«>  prepare  .1  boat  and 
provisions;  and  to  take  (he  three  men,  who  had  caused  the  dis- 
turbances down  to  an  island  in  the  Mississippi,  and  COOOtd 

them  until  I  had  settled  the  difficulty  wiil\  the  [ndiana,  About 

one  hour  before  daylight  the  report  was  made  that  the  Indians 

were  all  quiet  in  their  lodges.  1  started  the  men  with  the  half- 
breed  interpreter/who  worked  the  canoe  past  the  [ndiana  with- 
out; being  discovered. 

Before  the  sun  WHS  up,  ]  sent  the  other  interpn  lor  <>ui  t.>  re- 
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connoitre;  who  returned  and  reported,  that  the  house  was  sur- 
rounded, and  that  the  Indians  were  determined  to  have  re- 
venge by  killing  the  white  transgressors.  I  immediately  sent 
Curtiss,  the  interpreter,  to  Cattue,  the  Indian  chief,  to  re- 
quest him  to  come  and  see  me,  as  I  was  sick  and  not  able  to 
go  out ;  he  came  very  promptly,  and  I  informed  him  that  the 
men  who  had  done  the  mischief  were  gone  away,  and  would  not 
return,  unless  I  could  amicably  arrange  the  matter  with  the  in- 
jured persons.  I  also  spoke  of  the  house  being  surrounded  by 
his  people  to  revenge  the  injury.  I  proposed  to  hold  a  talk 
with  the  injured  parties,  and  to  pay  them  some  equivalent  for 
the  damages  done.  He  appeared  well  pleased  with  the  propo- 
sition that  I  made;  and  said  that  he  would  use  his  influence 
in  getting  the  difficulty  settled,  and  would  return  before  the 
sun  went  down.  He  went  around  in  the  brush  whore  the  In- 
dians were  concealed,  and  induced  them  to  leave.  My  men 
went  to  their  work  and  were  not  disturbed. 

It  became  necessary  to  send  our  only  team  out  north  of  the 
Point,  four  or  five  miles;  and  as  the  driver  usually  employed 
was  one  of  the  men  engaged  in  the  row,  and  he  being  absent,  an- 
other man  was  selected  to  take  his  place;  who  went  out,  got 
his  load,  and  when  returning,  about  three  miles  from  home,  he 
heard  the  Indians  whoop,  and  in  looking  in  the  direction  <•!'  the 
noise,  saw  a  number,  as  he  supposed  about  fifty,  approaching 
him  at  a  full  run.  The  driver  took  to  his  heels,  left  his  tram, 
and  ran  home.  A  more  frightened  person  I  never  saw.  Cur- 
tiss, the  interpreter,  at  once  said  that  some  of  the  young  Indi- 
ans had  done  it  in  sport,  and  to  see  how  fast  be  could  run.  ami 
proposed  to  go  with  him  after  the  team,  but  the  man  could  not 
bo  induced  to  attempt  it.  Ourtiss  Went  alone;  he  met  the  In- 
dians, six  or  seven  in  number,  lie  asked  them  why  they  hid 
driven  the  driver  from  the  team.  They  answered  tb.it  ibev 
wanted  to  see  him  run,  and  as  soon  as  the  driver  left  the  team, 
they  stopped  running.  They  said  that  the  man  ran  Like  a  tur- 
key. He  was  so  much  alarmed  that  he  did  not  stop  to  mv 
whether  they  were  still  following  him  or  not. 
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When  the  sun  was  about  one  hour  high  in  the  evening,  the 
Indians,  to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  came 
to  my  house  headed  by  their  chief,,  Cattue.    I  had  prepared 
flour,  pork,  tobacco,  and  a  new  gun,  and  some  powder  and 
lead.    When  all  things  were  ready,  I  inquired  of  the  men  the 
extent  of  their  injuries.    They  stated  their  grievances  in  a 
simple  manner,  and  acknowledged  that  whisky  had  done  it. 
I  showed  them  what  I  was  willing  to  give  them  to" settle  the 
matter.      After  a  few  minutes'  consideration,  they  proposed 
that  I  should  add  a  keg  of  whisky  to  what  I  had  offered. 
That  I  peremptorily  refused.    Whisky  had  caused  the  diffi- 
culty, and  whisky  should  not  add  to  the  mischief  already 
done.    When  I  stopped  speaking,  Cattue  presented  the  pipe 
of  peace  to  the  elder  injured  Indian,  who  lit  it,  took  a  whiff, 
and  then  presented  it  to  me;  and  I  having  smoked,  presented 
it  to  Cattue,  and  he  to  the  young  Indian,  and  from  him  it 
passed  around  to  all  present,  each  making  one  draw  of  the 
smoke.    The  next  proceeding  was,  each  one  offered  his  hand 
to  me  for  a  friendly  shake.    This  being  over,  Cattue  Stated 
that  the  hatchet  was  buried,  and  cautioned  all  present  against 
digging  it  up.    He  then  proposed  to  me  to  give  them  a  keg  oi 
whisky  to  take  over  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river 
to  drink  my  health,  and   he  pledged   himself  that  none  of  it 
should   be  used    until   they  got   over  the   river.     As   lie  had 
never  told  me  an  untruth,  I  told  him  that  he  should  have  it 
the  next  day.    He  also  promised  me  that  my  men  might  come 
back  in  perfect  safety.    Accordingly,  the  following  morning  I 
sent  for  the  concealed  men ;   they  soon  returned,  and  the 
Indians  never  afterwards  referred  to  the  matter, 

I  might  as  well  here  give  a  description  of  the  mode  "t  smelt- 
ing lead  up  to  the  year  1880  or  1  88 1 .  The  smelting  was  dono 
in  log  and  ash  furnaces.  The  fog  furnace  W1B  built  upon  a 
bank  or  side  hill  so  as  to  have  a  descent  of  forty-five  degrees. 
They  were  built  on  two  or  four  eyes.  Tn  the  first  place  there 
was  a  strong  wall  built  parallel  with  the  bank,  eonneoted  with 
walls  at  right,  angles,  four  feet  apart.  Alter  the  walls  were  up, 
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there  was  a  hearth  laid,  made  of  one  flag-stone  having  the  prop- 
er inclination  so  that  the  lead  would  flow  down  into  the  basin 
in  front  of  the  furnace.  The  hearth  being  made,  there  were 
side  walls  placed  upon  the  hearth,  nine  inches  high,  and  I 
nine  to  twelve  inches  wide.  As  burners  for  the  log.-,  stoke- v 
holes  were  left  in  the  front  wall,  ten  inches  wide  by  twenty 
inches  high.  Logs  were  cut  of  a  proper  Length,  bay  three  feet 
ten  inches  long,  and  from  fourteen  inches  to  two  feet  in  diame- 
ter. The  large  logs  were  first  rolled  in  upon  the  side  walla, 
which  raised  them  from  the  hearth  to  leave  room  for  air  and 
wood.  After  the  logs  were  properly  placed,  the  harking  was 
set;  that  is,  wood  set  upon  the  end  around  against  the  Walla. 
That  heing  set,  it  wras  ready  for  the  mineral.  Each  eye  would 
receive  from  three  to  four  thousand  pounds.  The  furnace  he- 
ing charged,  a  slow  fire  was  kindled  under  the  logs,  and  con- 
tinued to  burn  until  it  arrived  at  a  didl  red  heat.  The  fire  waa 
then  drawn  from  helow  to  give  time  for  the  sulphur  to  pass 
oft"'.  The  sulphur,  logs,  and  harking  would  keep  up  a  moderate 
combustion,  which  was  left  about  six  hours.  Ii  was  then  ready 
to  have  a  fire  kindled  again  in  the  eye  under  the  logs.  A 
brisk  lire  heing  kept  up,  the  lead  would  How  down  Into  the 
basin,  which  was  kept  hot  by  a  fire  upon  it  until  the  lead  Was 
cast  into  pigs. 

The  whole  operation  of  charging  and  smelting  occupied 
about  twenty-four  hours.  The  next  process,  when  then  WM 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  ashes  accumulated,  was  i<>  wash  them 
clean  from  extraneous  matter,  that  they  could  be  fused  bj  ;> 
higher  degree  of  heat  in  a  furnace  called  ail  ash  furnaei  ,  Wie 
ashes  when  (dean  were  composed  of  Btnall  pier,  -  oi  mm 
and  the  gray  oxide  of  lend.  Idle  Rah  furnae,  WU  Iflwwite 
built  upon  the  side  of  a  hill,  hnt  entirely  did'.  r<  nt  in  construc- 
tion from  the  log  furnace.  There  were  walla  raised  about  three 
feet  high,  and  eighteen  inches  apart,  and  five  feet  long  tot  ilie 
ash  pit.    The  original  mode  of  making  the  grate  wai  by  laj  iaf 

rocks  transversely.  The  Rrc-placc  Was  constructed  PO  thai  th<> 
bhi/.o  was  thrown  upon  the  htiain,     The  btaiD  w  M  0OHSt?MC4td 
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in  an  oval  shape,  and  so  that  it  could  be  tapped  on  both  sides 
of  it,  one  side  for  the  slag  and  the  other  for  the  lead  and  zane. 
Zane  was  a  term  made  use  of  to  designate  lead  that  WM  not 
deprived  of  its  mineralizer,  sulphur,  which  had  to  be  pas 
again  through  the  log  furnace;  it  was  then  a  fine  lead.  From 
the  basin  there  was  a  flue,  somewhat  funnel  shaped,  at  an  in- 
clination of  forty-five  degrees,  with  a  flat  hearth,  and  at  the  bop 
was  a  place  to  put  the  ashes  upon  to  be  smelted,  which  was 
pushed  into  the  flue  as  it  melted  off  the  bottom  and  ran  down 
into  the  basin.  The  ash  furnace  was  kept  going  day  and  night 
until  the  bottoms  of  the  flue  and  basin  were  cut  out  by  the 
action  of  the  sulphurate  of  lead  combined  with  heat.  When  I 
came  to  the  mines  it  was  considered  a  good  ash  furnace  that 
would  run  fifty  thousand  pounds  of  lead;  but  they  were  sub- 
sequently so  much  improved,  that  a  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand pounds  were  n  ade  by  one  furnace  before  it  went  into  dis- 
use. 

There  was  a  great  waste  of  lead  made  by  both  the  tog  and 
ash  furnaces.  They  were  said  to  have  been  introduced  by  the 
Spaniards.  Seeing  the  log  furnace  in  use  in  1822,  1  concluded 
not  to  make  use  of  it,  and  accordingly  1  brought  a  man  with 
me  to  make  brick;  and  I  found  some  clay  at  Rock  [si and  that 
I  supposed  would  make  a  good  article.     L  took  some  with  mo 

to  Cincinnati  and  tested  it,  and  found  it  to  be  a-  g  1  a-  1 

wanted.  I  sent  and  got  a  boat  load.  1  had  G0,00Q  brick  put 
in  the  kiln.  All  was  very  well  done  so  far,  but.  1  soon  found 
that  the  man  was  a  good  moulder,  and  scl  them  in  the  kiln 
well;  but  when  he  came  to  burn  them,  be  knew  nothing  iboul 
that  part  of  the  process,  and  spoiled  the  BlOSt'of  tin  no  1  16" 
lected  the  best  of  them,  and  proceeded  to  build  a  I'mnmv  on 

the  English  plan  of  a  cupola.     My  lire  brick  were  g  I,  but  T 

had  not  enough  of  the  common  brick  to  make  it  Btrong  enough 
to  resist  the  pressure  of  the  heat.     I  Learned  th*t  1  «U8(  I  "  I p 

before  I  could  walk.  1  had  always  before  done  biuiiieM  whew 
I. could  obtain  anything  I  wanted  by  pii.viu'',  for  it.    Bui  bore 

I  had  to  make  everything  witli  my  own  means.  I  according 
ly  went  to  \v<»rk  and  built  a  log  flirnaco. 
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During  the  latter  part  of  this  summer,  a  party  of  about 
twenty  Winnebago  Indians  came  in  to  trade  their  furs  and 
peltries.  They  arrived  in  the  afternoon  and  deposited  their 
packs  with  Amos  Farrar,  their  trader.  Amongst  the  com- 
pany was  an  Indian  that  had  acquired  the  name  of  John,  who 
could  speak  English  tolerably  well.  He  had  got  whisky 
enough  to  make  him  very  talkative.  He  came  to  my  house 
and  told  me  that  he  was  a  brave  man,  that  he  had  killed  an 
Indian  of  his  own.  tribe  two  years  before;  that  Col.  Morgan 
had  kept  him  at  the  garrison  for  one  year,  and  that  he  had 
been  out  one  year.  He  added  that  the  friends  of  the  deceased 
were  cowards,  and  that  although  he  had  been  one  year  with 
them,  they  had  failed  to  take  vengeance  upon  him,  according 
to  the  Indian  custom.  I  enquired  of  him  if  any  of  the  friends 
of  the  deceased  were  in  the  company.  He  answered  that  there 
were  four  or  five,  but  they  were  cowards  and  dare  not  alt  ad: 
him.  I  urged  him  to  stay  all  night,  that  it  was  dark  and  thai 
they  would  kill  him.  I  kept  him  until  ten  o'clock  when  be 
went  out,  and  was  stabbed  in  the  heart  within  an  hour  after 
leaving,  as  was  judged  by  Mr.  Farrar  the  next  morning;  who 
related  that  at  eleven  o'clock  on  the  night  previous,  there  WEJ 
a  great  commotion  among  the  Indians.  Those  who  committed 
the  act  were  in  so  much  of  a  hurry  that,  they  left  the  knife 
sticking  in  their  victim,  and  immediately  disappeared.  The 
rest  of  the  Indians  started  away  in  the  '■morning  B9  BOOO  as 
they  could  find  their  horses.  ]>y  the  time  the  BUD  WAI  up 
the  Indians  were  all  gone,  except  the  mother  <>f  the  murdered 
one.  Col.  Johnson  and  myself  had  a  coffin  mad<\  and  had  him 
buried.    The  mother  slaved  tor  eleven  days,  and  built  a  tire  at 

the  head  of  the  grave  about  half  an  hour  boforo  the  sun 
down,  and  mourned  most  bitterly  till  it  Was  Bet     Shi  then  left 
and  did  not  return. 

The  Winnebago  Indians  wore  so  much  afraid  that  thev 
would  be  apprehended  by  the  whites,  and  punished  for  the 
murder,  that  they  felt  it  Unsafe  to  emne  and  trade,  and  staid 
away  for  a  long  time,  until  at  length   Farrar.  their  trad.r. 
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sent  for  them,  and  then  two  or  three  only  at  first  came  in; 
they  being  assured  that  the  whites  would  let  them  settle  the 
matter  of  John's  murder  in  their  own  way,  in  a  short  time 
after  their  return  to  their  people,  a  very  large  trading  party 
came  in.  Whenever  the  Winnebagoes  came  in  to  trade,  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes  would  leave  and  cross  over  the  Mississippi, 
and  remain  until  the  Winnebagoes  were  all  gone.  I  charged 
them  with  being  afraid  of  the  Winnebagoes  and  running  away. 
It  was  to  an  Indian  Chief,  named  Black  Tobacco,*  that  I  made 
the  charge  of  cowardice.  He  said,  neither  he  nor  his  tribe 
were  cowards,  and  if  I  did  not  believe  him,  to  go  and  ask 
Governor  Clark,  at  St.  Louis,  who  had  made  him  a  chief  for 
his  bravery,  and  for  his  friendship  to  the  Americans  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  that  he  had  always  been  the  friend  of  the  white 
man  from  the  time  he  was  old  enough  tu  judge  of  their  num- 
bers; and,  in  their  Indian  councils,  he  had  always,  even  at  the 
risk  of  his  life,  opposed  those  that  were  for  war  against  the 
United  States.  He  said  that  Black  Hawk  was  a  bad  Indian, 
and  went  yearly  to  get  presents  from  the  English  at  Drum- 
mond's  Island.  That  the  reason  they  went  away  from  the 
Winnebagoes  was,  that  they  were  friends,  and  that  it  was  bet- 
ter to  keep  so.  That,  some  of  his  young  mm  were  hot  headed, 
and  if  the  Winnebagoes  got  some  whisky,  when  they  came 
to  trade,  quarrels  might  arise  which  would  not.  be  as  easy  to 
stop,  as  to  avoid  them  by  keeping  out  of  their  way. 

He  then  said  that  I  had  charged  him  with  being  a  eoward, 
and  to  prove  that  fee  was  not,  he  proposed  thai  be  would  him- 
self stay  and  go  amongst  them  every  day  while  they  remained, 
to  do  their  trading  the  next  time  the  Winnebagoea  CftBK  10  fol 
that  purpose.  Accordingly  when  they  RMldt  their  in  xt  vimu 
he  came  and  told  me  that  he  hud  s<  im  all  hi*  pa  |  V  R.W1  | 
usual  and  he  was  going  to  stay  and  see  how  they  did  then 
trading.  The  traders  had  urged  him  tO  go;  hi  told  thoiD  that 
he  wanted  to  see  how  (hey  traded  with  his  I'm  mU  the  W 

•  Mock-to-back-Ba-Kuin,  or  Ulnok  Tobacco,  slpm-d  the  l'mlMc  .bi  rhlm  «r;n'J 
of  16125.  1    1  1 
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goes.  He  did  not  tell  the  traders  why  ho  remained,  nor  did  he 
wish  the  Winnebagoes  to  know  until  after  they  had  left.  He 
would  eome  to  me  two  or  three  times  a  day  to  convince  me 
that  he  was  not  afraid  of  them.  He  was  not  only  a  brave  In- 
dian, but  full  of  humor,  and  was  always  pleased  when  he  could 
get  the  laugh  upon  a  white  man  or  an  Indian. 

The  Indians  generally  were  very  fond  of  whisky,  and  as 
fruitful  of  their  resources  to  procure  it  as  the  white  man.  One 
of  their  modes  was  to  promise  to  show,  for  a  given  number 
of  bottles  of  whisky,  where  mineral  could  be  found.  By  this 
plan  they  procured  a  great  deal.  Another  mode  was  to  offer 
lewd  women  to  the  whites  for  whisky,  which  too  many  of  the 
young  men  accepted  to  their  sorrow. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  year,  Col.  Johnson  finding  that  he 
could  not  make  business  profitable,  concluded  to  close  lip  his 
business  and  quit  the  country  and  advised  me  to  do  so  too.  I 
had  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  season  in  preparing  for  busi- 
ness, and  being  fully  satisfied  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  mid 
its  vast  mineral  resources,  I  concluded  to  go  on  with  what  1 
had  hardly  made  a  beginning.  Col.  Johnson  smelted  this 
year,  about  sixty  thousand  pounds  of  lead;  I  smelted  about 
one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  pounds;  Thos.  II.  Janu- 
ary about  forty-five  thousand;  Bates  and  Barrel  ftbout  lifts 
thousand;  and  David  G.  Bates  and  A.  P.  Yannict  iv,  mi  an 
island  in  the  Mississippi,  opposite  Dubuque,  of  mineral  and 
ashes  purchased  of  the  Indians  one  hundred  thousand  poundfi 
— making  the  total  product  of  load  shipped  for  the  year 
four  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  pounds. 

During  the  winter  of  1823-84,  I  think,  early  in  the  month 

of  January,  the  first  marriage  contract  WW  o.nsumtnated  by 
white  persons,  both  in  my  employment.    There  being  DO  MM 

authorized  by  law  to  perform  the  marriage  oeremoay,  I  reeoin 

mended  a  marriage  coutracl  to  be  drawn  up.  signed  by  the 
contracting  parties,  binding  thein  to  each  Other,  llw  binding 
lhom  to  have  the  ceremony  performed  as  soon  M  they  ftkold 
arrive  where   it  could   be  legally  done.     The  mime  td  th* 


1872] 


Wisconsin  Lead  Region 


young  man  was  William  Hynes  and  that  of  the  young  woman 
Maria  Rutherford.  Some  time  during  the  winter,  A.  P.  Van- 
metre  received  a  commission  as  justice  of  the  peace,  from 
Governor  Cass.  The  young  couple  went  to  him,  and  had 
him  perform  the  marriage  ceremony.  The  following  spring 
they  went,  down  to  Clarksville,  Missouri,  and  there  had  the 
ceremony  performed  by  a  clergyman  as  they  informed  me 
ail  c  1  wards. 

Ir    the  month  of  January,  David  G.   Bates  and 

nr-sell  set  off  together,  he  fur  Missouri,  and  I  for  Cincinnati) 
Ohio,  fur  my  family  and  another  year's  supply  of  goods  and 
provisions.  We  .started  with  jumpers  on  the  ice  and  after 
proceeding  about  twenty-five  miles,  we  found  it  unsafe  to  con- 
tinue on  the  river,  and  went  upon  the  land;  abandoning  Our 
jumpers,  we  saddled  our  horses,  and  traveled  by  land  to  Rock 
Island.  Wc  got  into  the  old  Indian  village  at  nine  o'clock  at 
night.  The  wind  blowing  fresh  we  could  not  be  Beard  at  the 
fort.  We  built  a  fire  in  one  of  the  Indian  houses,  at  the 
expense  of  another  house.  The  light  of  the  fire  was  seen  at 
the  fort,  but  they  supposed  some  Indians  had  come  in.  Early 
in  the  morning  a  boat  was  sent  for  us  iu  time  to  give  us  I 
good  warm  breakfast. 

The  river  being  opened,  we  left,  our  horses,  and  purchased  a 
canoe,  In  which  we  proceeded  down  the  fiver  to  V\  lute  i,  iu 
'Missouri,  twenty-five  miles  below  Fort  Edwards.  The  weather 
changing  very  cold  in  the  afternoon,  by  the  next  morning  the 
river  was  frozen  hard  enough  for  a  borse  t<>  travel  upon  it.  1 

purchased  a  horse  and  started  for  St.  Louis.     Por  three  da\s 
the  weather  was  so  cold  that  I  could  not  ride  longer  thai!  tW<  D 
ty  or  thirty  minutes  before  1  had  to  gel  off  and  run.  in  order 

to  keep  from  freezing.    On  arriving  at  St.  Charles,  <"i  'lie  Hi* 

SOUl'i   river,  I  was  again  detained  by  tli<'  running  uv  in  ihr 
stream.     1  spent  my  time  very  pleasantly,     The  fagisliltlN 
being  in  session,  there  was  assembled  all  ihc  \aridv  ol  p.  i-"> 
ages  usually  found  in  a  body  of  that  kind  in  a  frontier  Stato, 
Rome  men  of  the  most  brilliant  talent,  griding  thftlioe  all  UM 
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way  down  to  zero.  Gov.  MaNair  was  a  fine  specimen  of  a 
western  hunter. 

After  several  days  detention  I  was  ferried  over  the  Missouri, 
and  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  where  I  found  the  Mississippi  running 
so  full  of  ice  that  neither  the  mails  nor  travelers  could  get. 
over,"  and  many  persons  arriving  daily  upon  each  side  of  the 
river.      The  ice  began  to  slacken  some.      Wiggin,  the  owner 
of  the  horse-boat,  agreed  to  try  crossing  if  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars should  be  made  up  for  him  for  the  round  trip,  by  persons 
on  both  sides  of  the  river.    It  was  very  soon  raised,  and  we 
got  over,  but  not  without  much  peril  to  the  boat  and  passen- 
gers.   Before  we  landed  on  the  Illinois  side  there  was  but  one 
bucket  left  on  the  paddle-wheel,  and  that  was  stopped  by  a 
cake  of  ice.    When  within  two  rods  of  the  shore,  the  boat  was 
drifted  rapidly  down  stream  upon  a  snag  or  large  tree,  with  one 
end  imbedded  in  the  mud,  and  the  other  end  projecting  above 
the  water  and  floating  ice;  twenty  feet  mure  and  all  would 
have  been  lost.    The  ice  was  cleared  from  the  wheel,  and  the 
eight  horses  put  to  their  utmost  speed,  and  the  Boal  went  ahead 
and  was  landed  safely,  with  about  two  hundred  passengers  and 
about  forty  horses.    It  is  astonishing  how  many  people  there 
are  in  times  of  danger  that  give  up  in  despair.    There  Wi  re 
many  that  could  do  nothing  but  mourn  their  untimely  fate  as 
they  imagined  and  made  offers  of  money,  from  one  dollar  to 
five  hundred,  to  bo  put  on  the  shore  safely.    But  the  ii 
the  boat  landed,  those  that  were  most  frightened  YH  re  the  first 
to  leave  her,  without  stopping  to  make  the  least  acknowledg- 
ment of  thanks  and  gratitude  to  those  who  Bad  exerted  them- 
selves to  extricate  tho  boa!  from  the  floating  ice.     Mr.  Wigirin. 
the  Owner  of  the  boat,  was  on  board,  and  made  OK  of  every 
exertion  that  was  possible  foi  B  man  !<»  make  to  save  the  boat, 
and  when  wo  landed,  he  generously  called  upon  all  of  us  who 
had  assisted  him  in  working  tho  boat,  offering  to  refund  the 
money  we  had  paid  him;  but  all  were  satisfied  with  him,  and 
with  themselves,  that  they  had  go!  over  safely,  and  thai  wo  had 
only  done  our  duty,  and  further  that  we  did  not  wish  him  t<> 
pay  us  for  it 
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I  proceeded  on  to  Cincinnati,  where  I  arrived  in  good  time, 
in  the  latter  part  of  February.    I  got  my  business  dose,  and 
was  ready  to  leave  again  for  the  mines  by  the  eighth  of  April. 
I  left  Cincinnati  on  board  a  flat-boat,  and  ran  over  the  Falls  at 
Louisville  to  Shipping  Port,  and  there  put  my  goods  and  peo- 
ple on  board  a  steamboat  for  St.  Louis.    Our  company  wa3 
composed  of  myself  and  family,  James  Smith  and  family,  and 
the  family  of  James  Harris,  who  went  with  me  the  year  be- 
fore, and  in  whose  hands  I  placed  my  business  during  my 
sence  from  the  mines.    At  St.  Louis  my  keel-boat  was  in  wait- 
ing had  been  sour  flour  and  condemned  army  pork,  which  pro- 
the  mines  with  a  load  of  lead.    As  soon  as  my  boat  WES 
loaded,  we  started  for  the  mines,  where  we  arrived  in  as  good 
time  as  was  usual  with  keel-boats,  traveling  with  the  faces  of 
the  men  working  the  boat,,  towards  the  port  we  had  left.  On 
arriving,  I  found  the  people  that  had  remained,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  A.  Farrar,*  the  Indian  trader,  and  my  company,  had 
suffered  severely  for  the  want  of  good  provisions.    Their  liv- 
ing had  been  sour  flour  and  condemned  army  pork,  which  pro- 
duced a  number  of  cases  of  scurvy,  and  some  of  them  quite 
severe;   two  of  them  had  lost  the  use  of  their  legs.  I 
directed  their  limbs  to  be  buried  in  the  ground  six  hours  a  day 
for  three  days,  with  the  use  of  vegetable  aid  externally.  I 
recovered  immediately. 

The  business  of  mining  and  smelting  went  on  ftboul  M 
season,  until  the  fall  of  the  year,  when  John  Bonne*  Went 
out  where  Hazel  Green  now  is,  in  search  of  old  [ndian  dig- 
gings., He  found  a  place  that  suited  him.  and  Oommel  I 
sinking  a  shaft  by  himself.  At  lour  and  a  halt'  feet  h«>  found 
block  mineral  extending  over  all  the  bottom  of  bifl  belt  Si 
went  to  work  and  cut  out  steps  on  the  Bide  of  the  hole^  to  be 
ready  for  the  next  day's  operation,  taoordingfy  the  ntit 
morning  he  commence*}  operations.  The  ivsuIi  "1  hi  daj  I 
work  was  seven  toon  thousand  pounds  of  mineral  upon  the  bank 
at  night.     This,  I  do  not  think,  haa  been  equaled  linee  by 

♦Amos  Furrar,  Huyn  Mr.  Olmntort.  h.MIIo.I  p.Mionnputly  nt  (Jakna.  dlM  thorn, 
and  baa  descendants  itlll  residing  al  thai  place 
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one  man.  He  went  on  working  until  be  raised  about  one  bun- 
ched thousand  pounds,  and  then  abandoned  it,  thinking  tbat 
be  bad  got  all  the  mineral  that  was  there,  the  opening  being 
closed  up.  The  following  year  I  laid  a  Government  survey  to 
include  the  same  diggings,  and  built  the  first  cabin  or  log 
house  that  was  built  north  of  the  old  Cave  Diggings.  From 
"Bonner's  discovery  I  raised  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds.  My  men  made  several  other  discoveries  of  min- 
eral, all  of  which  were  worked  down  to  the  water  level. 

Air.  Jetferson  Crawford,  after  I  had  abandoned  the  sur- 
vey, settled  upon  it,  and  has  realized  a  handsome  fortune  from 
it.  John  Edwards  has  also  realized  considerable  wealth  from 
a  part  of  the  old  survey,  and  from  the  land  adjoining  it  on  the 
west.  Mr,  Crawford  has,  with  considerable  zeal,  expended 
a  large  amount  in  erecting  pumps  to  free  the  mines  from  water. 
First  he  put  on  a  pump  which  he  worked  with  oxen  upon  an 
inclined  plane.  Since  he  has  put  up  a  water  wheel  which  is 
worked  by  the  water,  raised  by  the  oxen  running  on  a  wheel 
thirty  feet  in  diameter.  Last  year,  1850,  he  put  up  a  water 
wheel  fifty  feet  in  diameter,  on  which  he  takes  water  raised  by 
the  other  pumps,  with  the  addition  of  that  obtained  from  a 
branch  of  water,  thus  obtaining  an  immense  power  for  work- 
ing his  pumps,  which  are  worked  by  long  wooden  rods.  He 
deserves  a  great  deal  of  mineral,  and  T  am  of  the  opinion  tbat 
he  will  bo  well  paid  for  his  enterprise  in  pushing  it  forward  j 
for  I  think  the  best  deposits  of  mineral  have  net  yet  bo  D 
reached. 

The  same  year,  1824,  that  the  Hazel  Green  mines  were  dis- 
covered, Duke  L.  Smith,  George  Ferguson,  and  live  or  aix 
others,  started  out  prospecting,  and  found  the  NVw  Diggings, 

which  have  produced  immense  quantities  Of  mineral.     In  the 
Spring  of  1820,  I  went  to  New  Diggings  for  tbe  Qrsl  ti 
Ferguson's  Diggings  were  tben  wry  good;  lie  had  gone  down 

to    the   water.     John    and    Cnyler    Armstrong   bad    strn.l  I 

sheet  of  mineral  immediately  south,  and  higher  up  the  bill 
than  Ferguson's,  which  tbey  wanted  to  sell  t<.  me  for  three 
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hundred  dollars.  I  went  to  Ferguson  to  learn  whether  or 
not  he  would  join  me  in  running  a  level  from  the  main  braneh, 
which  I  estimated  would  lower  the  water  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet.  The  level  would  necessarily  run  through  his  lot; 
but  he  would  not  do  anything,  nor  would  he  sell  his  lot.  I 
then  got  the  Armstrongs  to  give  me  the  refusal  for  two  weeks, 
as  I  was  expecting  a  man  to  return  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, that  had  gone  home  on  a  visit.  He  did  not  return  in 
time,  and  I  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  project,  not  being 
able  to  get  a  man  to  take  charge  of  it  that  was  temperate. 
There  have  been  many  millions  of  pounds  of  mineral  taken 
from  that  lot. 

The  Ferguson  lot  has  proved  to  be  immensely  rich,  and 
neither  of  them  are  yet  worked  out  ;  and  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  richest  of  the  mines  are  yet  to  be  worked  by  machinery, 
and  by  companies  judiciously  managed.  Steam  at  present  is 
too  expensive,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  fuel,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  so  until  coal  can  be  obtained  at  a  reasonable  rate. 
With  the  competition  of  railroads  in  this  quarter,  together  with 
the  aid  of  the  river  navigation,  and  when  the  demand  is  suf- 
ficient to  open  a  regular  trade,  we  may  expect  an  abundance 
of  coal,  and  at  a  reasonable  rate  too,  from  the  coal  fields  of 
Illinois.  I  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the  mines  will  be 
worked  upon  a  systematic  principle,  and  that  the  BUpply  of 
lead  will  be  equal  to  the  increasing  demands.  There  U  an- 
other mineral  staple  in  our  mining  region  which  is  inexhaust- 
ible, namely  zinc  ore.  Dry  bone  ami  black  jack,  which  at 
present  are  thrown  away  as  worthless  by  the  miners,  will  in 
times  not  far  distant,  bo  gathered  and  washed  from  impurity, 
and  worked  into  plate  Sine  and  zinc  white.     Tin   lack  .'I  tlMi 

is  the  only  obstacle  to  its  present  accomplishment 
There  was  but  a  slight  increase  of  emigration  during  the 

year  1884  to  the  mines,  and  noj  ranch  of  an  increase  in  1825, 
In  the  fall  of  L824,  i  wrote  to  Ool.  Bomford,  recommend- 

ing  a  change  in  tie  system  of  working  the  mines,  bv  working 
men,  and  the  Government  to  give  license    lo    smellers  who 
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would  be  liable  for  the  ten  per  cent  of  the  lead  required  b£ 
the  Government.  Accordingly,  at  the  close  of  April,  1825, 
Lieut.  Martin  Thomas*  arrived  as  Superintendent  of  the 
mines  claimed  by  the  U.  S.  Government  in  Missouri,  and  also 
of  the  Upper  Mississippi  lead  mines,  by  which  they  were  then 
known.  Mr.  Thomas  said  that  he  was  referred  to  me  for  in- 
formation as  to  the  working  of  the  mines,  and  that  [here,  un- 
fortunately, the  manuscript  abruptly  terminates]. 


*  Lieut.  Thomas,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  entered  the  army  as  an  ensign  In 
1814,  and  was  wounded  in  the  affair  at  Lyon's  Creek,  Upper  Canada,  Oct.  19th, 
in  that  year;  and  was  dismissed  from  the  service  in  1831,  never  having  attained 
a  higher  rank  than  first  lieutenant.  L  C.  1> 

In  the  note  on  p.  271,  we  erred  in  saying  that  Dr.  Meeker  studied  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  medicine  iu  New  Jersey  ;  he  did  not  study  medicine  till 
he  had  settled  in  Wisconsin,  ahout  1830.  He  was  a  native  of  Newark,  N.  J.  At 
one  period,  he  resided  several  years  in  Mineral  Point.  L.  C.  D. 
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By  Strange  M.  Palmer 

I  feci  a  deep  interest  in  everything  relating  to  the  history 
of  that  rich,  growing  and  rapidly  improving  State,  Wisconsin, 
destined  ere  lung  to  rank  among  the  most  wealthy  and  import- 
ant of  her  sister  States — for  I  visited  it  as  early  as  1S3G,  the 
first  year  of  the  organization  of  the  Territorial  Government; 
At  that  time,  just  emerging  from  the  difficulties  incident  to  an 
Indian  war.  the  country  comparatively  new,  sparsely  settled, 
and  but  partially  explored — with  few  improvements  in  the 
shape  of  public  roads,  houses  of  entertainment,  or  facilities  for 
traveling,  a  tour  through  it  involved  difficulty,  fatigue,  delay, 
and  oftentimes  dangers. 

The  road  from  Galena  by  way  of  Elk  Grove  and  Belmont 
to  Mineral  Point,  then  the  great  thoroughfare  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  mineral  raised  in  that  re- 
gion, was  cut  up  and  rendered  almost  impassable  by  immense 
trains  of  heavily  Laden  wagons,  drawn  in  mos1  eases  by    X  Q, 
numbering  from  four  to  twelve  in  a  team.    These  trains  m.  I  I 
their  way  slowly,  and  with  great  difficulty,  to  Galena,  wh<  re 
their  rich  and  valuable  loads,  principally  of  lead  ere,  were  de- 
posited, preparatory  to  being  shipped  to  Si.  Louis  and  (hence 
to  eastern  markets.    The  passage  of  these  frequent  brains,  in- 
jurious as  they  wore  to  the  roads,  had  the  effect,  however,  el 
imparting  an.  air  of  business  and  prosperity  to  the  OOUtttryj 
which  was  decidedly  agreeable  and  refreshing  to  the  traveler* 
From  Galena,  in  company  with  two  or  three  other  gentle- 
men crammed  into  a  small  two-horse  common  Lumber  \\Mr<^. 
partially  covered  with  a  piece  of  old  and  tattered  canvas,  we 
20 
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were  dragged  slowly  along  what  was  literally  "a  Lard  road  to 
travel,"  until  we  reached  Elk  Grove,  the  first  stopping  place. 
Here  a  discovery  had  just  been  made  of  a  subterranean  stream 
of  water,  which  was  exciting  an  extraordinary  degree  of  inter- 
est, and  much  curious  speculation  among  the  few  persons 
present.  This  stream  was  found  in  sinking  a  well  at  the  depth, 
according  to  my  present  recollection,  of  some  twelve  or  fifteen 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  earth.  It  was  wider  than  the  di- 
ameter of  the  well,  the  water  being  from  ten  to  twelve  inches 
in  depth,  and  ran  with  a  current  of  considerable  force;  but 
whence  it  came,  or  whither  it  went,  was  a  mystery  to  all  who 
examined  it  at  that  time.  This  mystery  has  doubtless  long 
since  been  explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  people,  though 
I  have  never  heard  nor  read  anything  in  relation  to  it,  nor  do  I 
find  any  reference  to  it  in  the  records  of  the  Historical  Society. 
True  it  is,  there  are  frequent  "sink  holes"  in  the  limestone 
formations,  and  it  is  possible  that  in  the  case  under  considera- 
tion, ono  of  these  "holes"  may  have  been  penetrated,  causing 
the  rapid  flow  of  water  alluded  to;  yet  it  has  all  the  appear- 
ance of  a  living,  continuous  stream  of  water,  passing  through 
an  opening  in  the  earth  more  than  ten  feet  in  width,  and  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  inches  in  depth. 

Arriving  at  Belmont,  an  embryo  city,  laid  out  011  a  magnifi- 
cent scale,   and   very  handsomely  located  near   the  Platte 
Mounds,  we  found  the  people,  proprietors  of  Lota  and 
lators  generally,  in  a  state  of  wildest  excitement   in  antici- 
pation of  the  approaching  meeting  at  thai  place  of  tk 
Territorial  Legislature — which  all  important  event  waa  1 
eur  in  the  month  of  November  of  thai  year,    The  mod  ex- 
travagant plans  and  speculation  were  indulged  in.  while  each 
individual  appeared  to  feel  a  happy  consciousness  that  wealth 
and  honors  were  just  within  his  grasp,    tmtuense  Improve- 
ments Were  projected  and  displayed  in  a  most  attractive  man- 
ner upon  paper,  in  the  shape  of  spacioua  hotels,  boarding 
houses,  princely  mansions,  and  a  Oapitol,  or  legislative  ball 
(the  latter  to  be,  of  course,  at  the  expense  of  "Uncle  Sam"), 
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in  a  style  intended  to  eclipse  all  similar  edifices  in  the  country, 
while  it  should  secure  to  their  favored  town,  beyond  all  perad- 
.  venture,  the  permanent  location  of  the  seat  of  government,  not 
only  of  the  Territory,  but  of  the  future  State  of  Wisconsin. 
They  spoke  of  Platteville,  a  town  plot  then  recently  laid  out 
a  few  miles  from  there  (which,  I  understand,  unlike  Belmont, 
has  since  grown  to  be  a  place  of  much  beauty  and  very  con- 
siderable importance),  as  a  project  gotten  up  by  a  set  of  mere 
adventurers  and  speculators,  who,  either  most  grossly  deceived 
themselves  as  to  the  probability,  or,  indeed,  possibility  of  ulti- 
mate success,  or  were  little  better  than  a  band  of  swindlers ! 
The  comparative  merits  of  Cassville,  Prairie  dti  Chien,  Mineral 
Point,  the  projected  city  (now  the  beautiful  and  prosperous 
city  of  Madison)  at  the  Pour  Lakes,  and  Milwaukee,  were  dis- 
cussed at  large;  and  the  conclusion  arrived  at  with  hardly  a 
dissenting  voice,  that  although  they  might  in  time  rise  to  the 
dignity  of  respectable  villages,  the  idea  that  they  could  ever 
rival  their  own  Belmont,  particularly  as  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, was  utterly  preposterous!  Some  one,  however,  who  had 
not  so  deep  a  pecuniary  interest  in  the  town  as  the  others,  ven- 
tured to  suggest,  that  Mineral  Point  being  located  in  the  vu-v 
heart  of  the  mineral  region,  with  a  population  at  once  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising — with  the  advantage,  too,  of  being  a 
trifle  nearer  the  center  of  the  Territory,  might  possibly  at  BOme 
day,  far  in  the  future,  presume  to  set  Up  as  a  rival  of  the!*  more 
favored  town.  To  this  an  old  gentlemen,  one  of  the  most  en- 
thusiastic of  the  party,  replied  in  a  tone  of  withering  sarcasm  : 
"That  is  rich  !    Shake  Pag,*  indeed  !" 

Prom  here,  the  road,  passing  as  it  did,  ev  er  B  billy,  Of  what 
might  be  called  a  rolling  country,  in  precisely  the  OOttditiott 

that  nature  left  it,  without  the  least  attempt  at  improvement, 
was  even  more  difficult  and  dangerous  than  thai  already  de- 
scribed— being  in  some  places  nearer  a  perpendicular  than  any 

♦The  origin  of  this  nleknnmo  Is  giV«*  hv   Ron.   Stephen   Taxlm-.         ,»  4M, 

vol.  n.,  Wis.  nisi.  Collections,  that,  in  early  times,  the  bncheloi  mlncri  rrom 

necessity,  had  to  perform  the  domestic  duties  o!   i>  wo 

time  wflH  Indicated  by  appending  n  rag  i«>  an  upright  pole,  which,  tliitterin  m 
the  breeze,  telegraphically  conveyed  the  glad  tiding*  lo  iheli  iiung<  •' 
upon  the  hill— hence  the  provincial .  soubriquet  of  "Shake  Rag,"  or    Shake  Hag 
Under  the  Hill."  1     1  D 
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other  road  I  have  ever  seen  traveled,  even  in  the  mountains  of 
Pennsylvania,  or  in  the  more  mountainous  and  rugged  portions 
of  New  England — although  a  little  work  and  a  few  slight 
changes  in  its  location,  would  have  rendered  it  decidedly  safe 
and  pleasant.  But  a  single  incident  of  the  trip  will  hotter  elu- 
cidate the  condition  of  that  primitive  road  than  any  descrip- 
tion I  am  ahle  to  give:  While  passing  down  one  of  the  most 
abrupt  hills  in  the  valley  of  the  Peckatonica,  our  horses,  after 
sliding  for  a  considerable  distance  on  their  haunches,  started 
off  at  full  speed,  and  suddenly  leaving  the  road  in  a  tangent, 
landed  horses,  wagon  and  passengers  in  the  very  bed  of  the 
creek,  with  the  water  of  sufficient  depth  to  submerge  the  floor 
of  the  wagon  body,  and  thoroughly  to  wet  the  feet  of  its  in- 
mates. Extricated  from  this  dilemma  after  much  labor,  and 
no  inconsiderable  loss  of  time,  it  was  unanimously  voted  a 
most  fortunate  result,  or  rather  providential  interposition  which 
probably  saved  us  from  the  more  fearful  catastrophe  of  being 
capsized,  and  hurled  down  the  hill  at  the  imminent  risk  of  life 
and  limb. 

Mineral  Point,  or  as  it  was  more  generally  called  "Shake 
Pag,"  at  the  time  of  which  I.  write,  was  indeed  a  most  humble, 
unpretending  village  in  appearance,  and  was  rendered  peculi- 
arly so  by  the  fact  that  its  few  scattered  log  huts  or  shanties 
were  principally  ranged  along  a  dec])  gorge  or  ravine  (at  the 
foot  of  an  elevated  and  most  desirable  town  site),  through 
which  the  principal  road  or  street  wound  its  sinuous  way. 
Yet,  entering  it,  as  we  did,  near  the  close  of  a  delightful  sum- 
mer afternoon,  at  about  the  hour  the  miners  and  workmen  bad 
returned  from  their  daily  labor,  there  was  in  the  street  a  throng 
of  hale,  hearty  men — their  faces,  it  is  true,  begrimed  with 
dirt;  but  with  cheerful,  laughing  countantaots,  imparting  an 

air  of  general  prosperity  and  happiness,  which  a  further  ac 
quaintance  with  the  place  and  its  inhabitants  fully  confirmed. 
Stopping  at  the  principal,  indeed  almosl  the  only  houM  dc 
serving  the  name  of  "hotel,"  kept  by  Ool.  Aimer  Nichols,  i 
general  favorite,  who  was  familiarlj   addressed  bj   "Id  and 
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young  as  "Uncle  Ah"  we  were  cordially  received  by  mine 
host,  and  as  comfortably  quartered  as  possibly  could  be  under 
the  circumstances,  the  house  being  filled  to  repletion  with 
guests. 

The  principal  features  of  the  house  were  a  spacious  dining- 
room,  where  all  met  on  an  equality  at  meal  time,  around  a 
bountifully  filled  table;  and,  on  the  same  floor,  an  equally  ca- 
pacious saloon,  filled  with  beds,  and  alike  free  to  all;  where 
the  gentleman  who  first  retired  for  the  night,  might  do  so  un- 
der the  grateful  delusion  that  he  was  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of 
a  good  bed  alone;  yet,  before  morning,  would  be  most  likely 
to  find  himself  sharing  his  comforts  with  as  many  bed-fellows 
as  could  possibly  crowd  themselves  along  side  of  him — some 
of  them  probably  in  a  condition  to  render  them  entirely  obliv- 
ions to  the  fact  that  they  had  "turned  in"  without  the  usual 
formality  of  divesting  themselves  of  hat,  coat,  pants  or  boots. 
There  was  no  show  of  a  whisky  bar  in  the  hotel,  not  so  much 
even  as  a  decanter,  jug  or  keg,  that  very  necessary  appendage 
being  kept  in  what  was  called  the  "grocery/'  a  small  building 
detached  some  considerable  distance  from  the  main  building. 
Xor  did  this  isolated  condition  of  the  bar  or  "grocery"  pre- 
vent its  being  visited — on  the  contrary,  it  was  crowded  with 
customers  night  and  day. 

Here  was  to  be  found,  at  all  hours,  music,  dancing,  Binging, 
drinking  and  gambling  of  every  description,  to  an  extent  only 
equalled  probably,  by  the  famed  "Natchez-Under-thc-Hill." 
Nor  were  these  scenes  confined  to  the  grocery  of  "Uncle  Lb, 
for  they  were  openly  and  notoriously  enacted  in  every  other 
similar  establishment  in  the  town!  Y» -1  with  nil  this  appcar- 
anco  of  licentiousness,  it  was  principally  confined  to  I  certain 

class  of  lawless  adventurers,  while  there  Were  many  vow  wor- 
thy, upright,  intelligent  eiii/ens  who  were  liberal  and  generom 
to  a  fault,  and,  in  their  intercourse  with  Btrangers,  exhibited  \ 
degreo  of  courtesy  and  kindness  rarely  equalled  in  th    Id  r, 

and  what  might  be  considered  iho  mOTC  refined  portlOTU  of  MM 
country.    This  excellent  trait  of  character  W*8  rxhihited  H 
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rne  in  a  most  striking  manner;  for,  during  my  stay  among 
them,  I  was  taken  down  and  brought  near  to  death's  door,  by 
an  attack  of  bilious  fever,  contracted  while  sojourning  on  and 
near  the  Illinois  river.  Removed  at  once  to  a  comfortable 
chamber,  which  a  portion  of  the  family  resigned  to  me,  my  life 
was  undoubtedly  saved  by  the  skillful  professional  treatment 
of  Dr.  Edward  McSherry,  and  the  unwearied  kindness  and 
tender  nursing  of  "Uncle  Ab,"  his  excellent  wife  and  family 
— which,  added  to  the  most  delicate  and  kindly  attention?  vol- 
untarily bestowed  by  many  of  the  citizens,  left  a  pleasing  im- 
pression of  gratitude  on  my  memory  which  can  never  be  ef- 
faced. 

Among  the  other  evidences  of  the  rude  and  primitive  con- 
dition of  the  town,  was  the  almost  unceasing  howling  and 
barking  of  the  wolves  during  the  night,  around  and  within  its 
very  borders,  sounding,  at  times,  as  though  the  town  was  in- 
fested by  scores  of  the  brutes,  much  to  the  annoyance  and 
alarm  of  timid  strangers.  The  municipal  arrangements,  too, 
of  the  town  and  county  were  by  no  means  so  systematic  and 
perfect,  as  in  some  older  and  more  experienced  communities; 
nor  were  the  court  house  and  jail  particularly  adapted  to  the 
uses  for  which  they  were  intended.  The  jail  (or  pen,  rather, 
dignified  by  the  name  of  "prison"),  was  constructed  of  rough, 
unhewn  logs,  some  ten  or  twelve  feet  square,  with  a  roof,  as  E 
now  remember  it,  of  flattened  logs;  the  interior  of  a  height 
barely  sufficient  to  admit  of  a  man  standing  upright  in  it  ;  .1 
door  made  of  boards  about  an  inch  thick,  which  was  hung 
with  wooden  hinges,  and  fastened  on  the  outside  with  a  chain 
and  ordinary  padlock.  On  one  occasion  during  my  residence 
in  that  region,  the  strength  of  this  BtStile  W*B  luiteroualj 
tested,  and  from  that  time  declared  an  unsafe  depository  I  )l 
experienced  and  daring  criminals.  It  was  something  after  thil 
wise:  A  long,  lank  Yankee,  as  he  was  called,  l^im:  arrested 
on  a  charge  of  horse  stealing,  was  committed  t<>  prison,  to 
await  a  hearing  on  the  following  morning;  hut  miraouioUS  M 
it  would  seem,  when  morning  came,  one  corner  01  the  prison 
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was  found  raised  up  and  secured  by  a  stake  or  stone,  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  inches  above  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  lo ! 
the  bird  had  flown!  The  fugitive  was  pursued  by  Sheriff 
Gentry,  I  think,  and  his  officers,  in  different  directions,  but 
so  far  as  I  was  informed,  made  good  his  escape. 

Among  the  early  settlers  who  were  conspicuous  for  their 
intelligence,  energy  and  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Territory,  I  remember  with  peculiar  pleasure  Gov.  Dodge, 
Maj.  John  P.  Sheldon,  Col.  Win.  S.  Hamilton,  Stephen 
Taylor,  Esq.  (late  Controller  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia),  Gen. 
Chas.  Bracken,  Dr.  Edward  McSherry,  Levi  Sterling,  Esq., 
Col.  John  D.  Ansley,  Col.  Ebenezer  Brigham,  CoL  John 
P.  Terry,  James  H.  Gentry,  Esq.  (then  Sheriff  of 
Iowa  county),  Col.  Daniel  M.  Parkinson,  Col.  Abner, 
Nichols,  John  Milton,  Esq.,  Benjamin  Salter,  Esq.,  Win, 
Henry,  Esq.,  postmaster  at  Mineral  Point;  Capt.  John  F. 
O'lSTeil,  John  Messersmith,  Esq.,  and  Robt.  Dougherty,  Esq., 
all  of  Iowa  county;  Hon.  James  H.  Lockwood  and  Hon.  Thos. 
P.  Burnett,  of  Prairie  du  Chien;  Gen.  Dennison,  Col.  Dan- 
iels, and  Capt.  Estin,  of  Cassville;  and  John  P.  Arndt,  of 
Green  Bay.  Judge  Arndt  I  knew  in  my  earliest  youth,  as  a 
highly  respectable  citizen  of  Wilkes-Barrc,  Pennsylvania,  my 
native  town,  whence  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Wu 
sin,  long  before  that  portion  of  the  'North-West  was  known  by 
its  present  name. 

Desirous  of  visiting  Cassville,  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  thai 
part  of  the  territory  bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  1  SCO  pte  I  I 
cordial  invitation  from  Col.  Daniels,  of  Cassville,  to  lake  a 
seat  in  his  carriage  for  that  place.     I  t  was  a  delightful  utoNi 
ing  in  September,  when,  with  an  agreeable  party  QOMMting  M 
the  Colonel,  Mr.  Latham,  of  Mineral  Point,  and  a  Mr.  Payne, 
of  Boston,  we  bade  adieu  to  the  noble,  gi  neroua  [* 
oral  Point,  and  proceeded  over  a  rough,  uncultivated,  hilly,  and 
tolerably  well  timbered  country,  some  Bi*  w  ten  mil 
pretty  spot  called  Diamond  Grove,  near  which  waa  '1m-  reai 
dence  of  Col.  John  B.  Terry.     Here  it  was  proposal  (o 
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but  on  approaching  the  house  it  was  evident  that  the  family 
were  not  at  home,  and  I  proposed  to  pass  on,  but  was  overruled 
by  Col.  Daniels,  who  insisted  that  it  was  the  seat  of  genuine 
hospitality,  where  the  "latch  string"  was  ne>er  <'r 
which  proved  to  be  the  case  on  that  occasion  at  least,  and  the  . 
whole  party  entered  the  house.    And  although  no  member  of 
the  family  were  at  home,  Col.   Daniels  presuming  tin  n 
friendship  with  the  proprietor,  opened  the  cupboard,  su 
out  an  excellent  cold  collation,  to  which  was  added  a  bottle  of 
something  stronger  than  milk,  on  which  the  party  regaled 
themselves  most  satisfactorily. 

Proceeding  across  a  fine  rolling  prairie,  beautiful  as  a  gar- 
den, though  almost  in  a  state  of  nature,  with  at  rare  intervals 
a  small  agricultural  improvement,  or  a  hamlet  of  miners'  huts, 
we  struck  the  military  road,  which  traverses  the  great  dividing 
ridge  extending  across  the  Territory,  the  western  terminus  be- 
ing at  Prairie  du  Chien,  along  which  we  continued  through 
a  succession  of  natural  landscapes  the  most  rich  and  gorgeous 
that  can  be  imagined,  until  we  reached  the  intersection  of  the 
Cassville  road;  near  which,  but  a  short  distance  along  the  Ust 
named  road,  we  stopped  for  the  night,  at  a  small  log  hut,  the 
only  building  of  any  description  in  the  vicinity,  excepting  a 
small  one  on  a  recent  improvement,  said  to  have  been  C 
menced  by  Hon.  Thomas  P.  Burnett,  near  where  We  div< 
from  the  military  road. 

We  were  generously  welcomed,  and  as  comfort  ably  < 
tained  as  the  limited  means  of  our  kind  host  and  hostess  WOll]  1 
admit.  The  ride  from  this  point  to  Cassville  was  through  R 
country  of  extraordinary  beauty,  with  a  soil  of  unrivaled  rich- 
ness and  fertility,  though  with  the  exception  ot  a  VUJ  1"  II 
small  buildings  and  improvements,  untouched  by  the  hand  01 
man.  The  people  of  Cassville,  proverbially  intelligent,  accom- 
plished and  enterprising — proud  of  what  they  considered  the 
great  beauty  and  immense  natural  advantag  of  the  locatl  1 
of  their  town— were  all  hustle  and  excitement  in  ?iew  of 

grand  and  important  improvements  already  projected  w  Kb 
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progrses;  first  among  which  was  a  magnificent  hotel,  the  found- 
ation for  which  was  already  being  laid.  All  classes  appeared 
prosperous,  happy  and  contented — looking  forward  with  con- 
fidence to  a  brilliant  future  for  themselves  and  their  favorite 
town. 

After  remaining  a  short  time  here,  I  took  passage  (kindly 
accompanied  by  Capt.  Estin  and  Mr.  Latham),  on  board  the- 
steamboat  "Adventurer,"  a  very  small,  dilapidated  and  filthy 
boat  (fur  at  that  time  there  were  comparatively  few  steamers 
of  any  description  plying  on  the  Mississippi,  above  Dubuque), 
for  Prairie  du  Chien.  This  town,  located  on  a  beautiful  prai- 
rie, some  four  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin  river, 
would  have  been  fully  equal  in  appearance  to  any  other  site 
on  the  Mississippi,  but  for  a  slough  or  bayou  which  ran  through 
it  nearly  parallel  with  the  river,  thus  dividing  the  town,  and 
giving  to  that  portion  next  to  the  river,  or  "Old  Town,"  as  it 
was  called,  the  appearance  of  an  island,  which  was  exclusively 
occupied  by  the  store  and  warehouse,  a  large  and  elegant  stone 
structure,  and  other  buildings  of  the  North  American  Fur 
Company,  with  a  few  mean  huts  tenanted  by  a  miserable  set  of 
French  and  Indians.  It  was  here  that  John  Jacob  A 
the  New  York  millionaire,  as  a  member  or  chief  of  that  mam- 
moth Fur  Company,  made,  it  has  been  said,  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  his  immense  wealth. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  bayou,  or  "New  Town,"  was 
Fort  Crawford,  in  which  were  about  300  United  Si  n  -  ; 
It  occupied  a  high,  airy,  and  commanding  position  on  the 
prairie,  and  comprised  four  substantial  stone  bllildingB,  each 
some  two  hundred  feet  long,  forming  a  hollow  square,  in  the 
cent, if  of  which  was  a  spacious  parade  grOV&d.  The  ottOBM 
ami  ladies  of  the  garrison  were  exceedingly  COUrteOttl  aud 
agreeable,  exerting  themselves  to  render  OUT  Visit  in  ever?  re- 
spect pleasant  and  satisfactory.    The  "New  Town"  contained 

but  few  dwelling  houses,  and  those  of  a  very  ordinary  eharae 

ter — the  only  one  of  any  pretensions,  which  I  rceolhet,  bein£ 
that  occupied  by  JudgS  tockwood, 
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Eeturning  to  Cassville  I  took  passage  on  board  the  steamer 
"Missouri  Fulton,"  and  bidding  adieu  to  that  delightful  Terri- 
tory, in  the  fond  hope  of  being  permitted  to  visit  it  again  in 
after  years,  set  out  cheerily  for  my  eastern  home.  At  Rock 
Island,  in  which  stood  Fort  Armstrong,  a  handsome  and  truly 
formidable  fortress,  the  Captain  kindly  landed  to  afford  the  pas- 
sengers an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  formalities  of  Conclud- 
ing a  treaty  which  was  being  held  between  Gov.  Dodge, 
ing  for  the  United  States,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Sauk  and  F  x 
Indians,  during  which  the  latter  ceded  to  the  Government  their 
immensely  valuable  reservation  situate  on  the  Iowa  river, 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  nearly  opposite  to  Rock  Island — 
the  sum  stipulated  for  the  purchase  being,  as  it  was  then  un- 
derstood, seventy-five  cents  per  acre.*  The  acquisition  of  this 
domain  was  considered  of  great  importance  to  the  country; 
not  so  much  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  value  as  to  gel  rid  of 
those  mischievous  tribes  of  Indians,  who  up  to  a  period  very 
recent  had  kept  up  a  continual  warfare  with  their  white  n  igh- 
bors,  at  the  instigation  of  Black  Hawk,  who  strenuously  main- 
tained to  the  last,  that  they  had  been  unjustly  deprive.]  of  the 
lands  and  homes  inherited  from  their  fathers,  and  which  end- 
ed only  vyith  the  capture  of  that  brave  old  chief,  and  the  con- 
sequent termination  of  war,  August,  1832. 

Pending  the  treaty  some  four  hundred  of  the  Sauk  10  1 
Fox  tribes,  old  and  young,  male  and  female,  were  encamped 
on  the  western  bank  of  the  river,  opposite  the  Hair1  who, 
contrary  to  the  supposed  proverbial 'taciturn  and  Btoical  dis- 
position of  that  people,  were  engaged  in  all  manner  of  iports, 
including  horse  racing,  and  gambling  of  every  description. 
The  men,  many  of  them,  were  painted  nlVr  I  W 
grotesque  fashions — their  head-  ornamented  and  deoked  out  in 


♦This  is  substantially  correct   The  Stulw  and  Foxo*  coded  »  ^ir 

400  sections,  or  256,000  acres,  in  consideration  of  which  the  »um      *   '  ' 

to  be  paid  them  the  following  year,  and  $10.  i  n  ye 

making  altogether  $130,000.    in  addition,  iioverninent  ncr       ■■<  'V.V  ' 

duo  to  traders,  and  other  claims,  amounting  In  theaggras 
still  further  provided  to  pay  rertnln  annuities,  for  n  vera 
their  education,  etc  .  the  total  amount  of  whl<  h  ■  son  .1 

would  show  the  cost  of  the  ceded  lands  at  between  seventy  and  neventv  lire  «mt« 

9WJt  IS  'lntereotlBH  to  DOtlce  that  lUark  ITawk.  win,  «a<  or  nt   at  ihr  J^»J». 

had  no  official  connection  with  It,  bavltm  been  p 

menl  at  the  dose  of  the  Black  Hawk  War,  by  lue  recognition  of  Keokuk  li  n*aa 
chief.  •  1  1 
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scarlet  cloth  or  flannel,  with  a  profusion  of  feathers,  Beads, 
and  other  finery.  They  appeared  decidedly  happy,  and  at 
times,  were  boisterous  in  their  mirth.  After  the  passengers 
returned  to  the  boat,  they  were  visited,  among  others,  by  the 
co-chiefs,  Black  Hawk  and  Keokuk,  who  exhibited  evident 
signs  of  pleasure  and  gratification  at  being  introduced  to 
them,  particularly  the  ladies,  toward  whom  they  were  de- 
cidedly gallant.  This  treaty  was  considered,  and  justly,  too,  a 
highly  important  one,  settling,  as  it  did  forever,  the  difficulties 
and  misunderstandings  which  had  so  long  subsisted  with  those 
Indians,  who  Were  the  original  owners  and  occupiers  of  all 
that  beautiful  country  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  above  and  below  Rock  Island — and  Gov. 
Dodge  was  highly  complimented  for  the  skillful  and  success- 
ful manner  in  which  he  conducted  the  negotiations  for  the 
final  result. 

Thus  have  I  hastily  and  imperfectly  jotted  down  the 
reminiscences  of  a  brief  residence  in  the  Territory,  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago;  and  if,  among  them  all,  there  shall 
be  found  a  single  fact  Worthy  of  preservation  as  connected 
with  its  early  history,  I  shall  feel  amply  recompensed  for  t  ho 
little  time  and  labor  it  has  cost  me  in  its  preparation. 
Potts ville,  Pa.,  Nov.,  1858. 
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Eleazer  Williams  and  the  Lost 

Prince* 


By  John  Y.  Smith 

Most  persons  of  mature  years  will  remember  the  sensation 
which  was  produced  in  1853  and  a  few  succeeding  years,  by 
the  pretended  discovery,  in  this  country,  of  the  supposed  lost 
Dauphin  of  France,  Louis  XVII. 

The  pretender  was  Eev.  Eleazer  Williams,  for  many  years 
a  resident  of  Green  Bay,  in  this  State,  and  although  he  died 
in  1858,  the  sensation  did  not  entirely  die  with  him,  and  an 
attempt  has  recently  been  made  to  revive  the  imposition  which 
was  so  successfully  inaugurated  in  1853.  So  unsettled  does 
the  public  mind  seem  to  be,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  thai  fre- 
quent enquiries,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  Secretary,  are  made 
of  this  Society,  for  information  concerning  this  mysterious  |  *  r- 
sonage  with  whose  presence  Wisconsin  was  so  long  honored  (  ij 
Having  been  personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Williams  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Wisconsin, 
I  have  been  requested  to  prepare  a  paper  touching  the  merits 
of  his  claims  to  royal  birth,  Saving  no  etfioaeJ  Knowledge 
of  the  man  which  bears  upon  the  question,  WTO  in  I  general 

way,  I  can  do  no  moro  than  to  iwii  w  the  main  p.-inis  oi  <N1" 
dence  for  and  against  those  claims,  as  presented  by  others,  and 
add  my  own  testimony  as  to  his  ethnologiea]  characteristics,  ai  -1 
his  general  reputation  for  honesty  and  veracity, 

Before  entering  upon  so  limited  an  examination  «>t"  those 
claims  as  I  propose  at  this  time,  it  sirms  mvossury,  tor  the  in- 


•  Koad  before  tiu<  society  Marcb  10,  1870 
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formation  of  such  as  may  not  have  read  all  that  has  been  writ- 
ten on  the  subject,  to  state  briefly,  who  the  Dauphin  was,  and 
who  was  this  Eleazer  Williams. 

Upon  the  downfall  of  the  Bourbon  dynasty  by  the  revolu- 
tion of  1792,  and  the  execution  of  Louis  XVI  and  his  Queen, 
Marie  Antoinette,  their  only  remaining  son  and  heir  to  the 
throne  of  France,  was  left,  an  imbecile  and  sickly  child  of 
eight  years,  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  revolutionary  gov- 
ernment, and  confined  in  the  Tower  of  the  Temple  in  Paris. 
After  an  imprisonment  of  about  two  years,  the  young  prince 
was  said  to  have  died  in  the  Temple,  and  been  buried  in  the 
cemetery  of  Ste.  Marguerite,  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine,  and 
his  death  and  burial  duly  attested  according  to  the  laws  of 
France,  which,  in  this  particular,  were  very  explicit.  It  was 
not  strange  that  in  those  times  of  general  disorder,  when  men 
had  lost  all  confidence  in  each  other,  a  story  should  have  ob- 
tained circulation  that  the  young  Dauphin  did  not  die  in  the 
Temple,  but  was  rescued  from  imprisonment  and  sent  to  Amer- 
ica, while  another  sickly  child  was  adroitly  smuggled  into  the 
j  Temple  and  died  there  instead  of  the  Dauphin. 

Eleazer  Williams  was  the  reputed  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Ann  Williams,  of  the  St.  Eegis  or  Mohawk  band  of 
Indians — the  St.  Regis,  Mohawk  and  Oneida  Indiana  being 
but  different  bands  of  the  great  Iroquois  nation,  and  all  speak- 
ing substantially  the  same  language.  Eleazer'fl  reputed 
mother  was  three-fourths  Indian,  and  his  father  was  of  mixed 
blood.  Being  a  bright  lad,  he  was  educated  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  received  deaeon'j 
I  orders,  and  was  appointed  a  missionary  to  the  Oneida  Indian-. 
!  (hen  located  in  Oneida  county,  New  York.  The  stm-v  of  the 
abduction  of  the  Dauphin  from  the  Temple,  and  his  trans 

to  America,  and  the  fact  that,  if  BUch  were  the  ease,  all  traott 
of  him  had  been  lost,  alb>rded  (he  opportunity  for  anj  pre 
tender  of  the-  right  age,  and  who  could  involve  bia  real  origin 
in  obscurity,  to  lay  claim  to  the  lienor  of  identity  With  the 
assumed  "Lost  Prince."     At  rather  a  Lata  day,  Mr-  William! 

i  I 


! 
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availed  himself  of  this  opportunity,  and  appeared  on  the  stage 
as  the  long  lost  Dauphin. 

Mu.  Williams  first  succeeded  in  impressing  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hawks,  of  New  York  city,  with  the  plausibility  of  his  claims, 
and  the  Doctor  was  the  first  to  call  public  attention  to  them. 
Soon  after,  in  IS 5 3,  John  II.  Hanson,  another  Episcopal  clergy- 
man, published  in  Putnam's  Magazine  two  elaborate  articles  in 
support  of  Mr.  Williams'  pretentions.  These  articles  con- 
tained just  enough  of  plausibility,  mingled  with  doubt,  to  cre- 
ate a  sensation,  and  Mr.  Hanson  was  encouraged  to  expand 
his  investigations  into  a  good-sized  volume,  in  which  every 
shadow  of  evidence  in  favor  of  those  claims  is  made  the  most 
of,  while  the  most  weighty  evidence  against  them  is  set  aside 
upon  the  most  frivolous  pretexts  imaginable.  Yet  notwith- 
standing the  one-sidedness  of  his  argument,  and  the  suspicious 
character  of  all  his  evidence,  Mr.  Hanson,  for  a  time,  seems 
to  have  had  the  story  all  his  own  way.  Soon  after  the  ap- 
pearance  of  the  articles  in  Putnam,  a  gentleman  in  Mourn  al 
who  was  well  acquainted  in  the  village  of  Caughnawaga, 
where  Williams  was  born,  wrote  an  article,  and  procured  tes- 
timony, exposing  the  fraud,  and  sent  it  to  Putnam  for  publi- 
cation, but  was  refused  a  hearing.  The  editor  promised  that 
he  would  give  a  synopsis  of  it,  and  get  it  published  entire  in 
some  New  York  daily;  neither  of  which  was  done.  The  ex- 
pose would  have  robbed  the  magazine  of  a  little  BO 
glory,  and  spoiled  the  sale  of  Mr.  Hanson's  book.  The  article 
then  slept  for  fifteen  years;  the  substance  of  in,  with  the 
deuce  then  procured,  appearing  in  the  Xe\v  York  U  $rld  in 
18G8,  upon  the  revival  of  the  imposture,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Francia 

Vinton,  in  the  pages  of  the  revived  Puhian,. 

In  considering  the  claims  of  Mr.  Williams  to  tlie  Dauphin- 
ship,  two  questions  naturally  present  themseh 

1.  Did  the  Dauphin  ever  COIUB  t>>  America  I 

2.  If  he  did,  lias  he  been  identified  in  the  person  of  Rev. 
Eleazer  Willkmf 

To  review  in  detail  all  the  vagaries  whiab  Mr.  11. 
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arrayed  in  the  name  of  evidence  upon  these  two  points,  is 
quite  impossible  within  the  endurable  limits  of  an  evening  dis- 
course, and  I  must  dispose  of  the  first  inquiry  very  briefly.  It 
is  obvious  that  if  there  is  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence  that 
the  Dauphin  died  in  the  Temple  in  his  eleventh  year,  both 
these  questions  must  be  regarded  as  finally  settled.  If  not, 
the  question  of  his  identity  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Williams 
still  remains. 

]\f.  Beauchesne,  a  French  write!',  in  his  elaborate  work  on 
the  Dauphin,  Louis  XVII,  has  presented  the  evidence  of  his 
death  in  the  Temple,  in  a  very  clear  and  satisfactory  manner. 
It  is  gathered  from  the  public  records  of  France,  and  consists 
of  the  sworn  testimony  of  four  distinct  groups  of  witnesses 
taken  at  the  time  of  the  Dauphin's  death. 

1;  That  of  the  four  physicians,  Dumangin,  Pelletan,  Lassus 
and  Jeanroy,  who  performed  a  post-mortem  examination  of 
the  body,  who  drew  up  and  subscribed  the  legal  document 
called  the  " proces  verbal''  and  two  of  whom  had  attended  the 
Prince  for  some  time  previous  to  his  death. 

2.  That  of  Lasne  and  Gomin,  the  two  jailors  who  had 
charge  of  the  Dauphin's  person  during  his  confinement  in  the 
Temple.  , 

3.  That  of  four  members  of  the  Committee  of  Qeneral  Saf< 
ty,  who  saw  and  recognized  the  body  immediately  after  death. 

4.  That  of  the  officers  and  sub-officers  of  the  guard  of  the 
Temple. 

All  those  witnesses,  ten  in  number,  besides  the  officers 
sub-officers  of  the  Temple,  attest,  under  oath,  the  death  of  tha 
Dauphin,  Louis  Charles  Capet,  in  the  Temple  in  Pad 

the  9th  of  June,  1705.  The  proof  of  his  burial  is  equally  1 1<  IT, 
direct  and  positive,  as  established  by  still  another  class  of  wit- 
nesses; and  the  two  jailors,  Lasne  and  Gomin,  reaffirmed  their 

testimony  to  M.  Deanehesne  more  lhan  Forty  yean  after  the 

event,  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  d(  ath  of  the  Dauphin 
in  the  Temple  at  Paris,  in  l70.r>,  is  B9  Well  attested  that  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  'v* 
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All  this  direct  and  positive  testimony,  based  upon  personal 
cognizance  of  the  facts,  and  much  more  of  the  same  nature, 
adduced  by  M.  Beauchesne,  Mr.  Hanson  sets  aside  upon  in- 
ferences drawn  from  sheer  assumptions,  and  upon  hearsay  evi- 
dence, most  of  which  has  since  been  traced  to  the  inventive 
genius  of  Mr.  Williams  himself.    Not  one  word  of  direct  and 
positive  evidence  has  he  produced  that  the  Dauphin  ever  came 
to  America,  nor  to  contradict  the  evidence  that  he  died  in  the 
Temple,  in  Paris,  in  1795.    It  is  all  assumption,  inference  and 
vague  hearsay,  but  the  main  assumptions  are  not  only  violent, 
but  altogether  inconsistent  with  each  other.    For  example,  he 
assumes  that  the  brother  of  Louis  XVI,  and  uncle  of  the  Dau- 
phin, wishing  to  secure  the  reversion  of  the  throne  to  himself 
and  family,  and  to  rid  himself  of  the  only  obstacle,  the  Dau- 
phin, plotted  his  abduction  from  the  Temple,  aud  this  at  a 
time  when  there  seemed  to  be  no  prospect  that  another  Bour- 
bon would  ever  ascend  the  throne  of  France,  at  all.  Next 
Mr.  Hanson  assumes  that  the  Dauphin,  abducted  by  his  mor- 
tal enemy,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  his  most  trusty  friends 
— two  old  body  servants  of  his  parents,  a  man  and  his  wife — 
who  brought  him  to  America;  and  finally,  that  these  trusty 
friends  carried  him  into  a  wilderness  and  dropped  bim,  a  r-irk- 
ly  and  imbecile  child,  among  savages,  t<>  die  or  endure  to 
hardships  and  privations  of  savage  life. 

The  extreme  improbability  of  all  these  assumptions  will  be 
still  further  manifest  when  we  consider  the  Imminent  danger 
attending  this  assumed  conspiracy.  In  those  times  wh<  n  n  ■ 
heads  were  cheap  things,  had  such  a  plol  been  discovered, 
either  before  or  after  its  execution,  every  person  engaged  in  it 
would  have  been  held  guilty  of  treason  Against  thi  revolution- 
ary government,  and  executed  as  fast  ns  the  guillotine  could 
have  despatched  them.  That  so  many  persons  should  have 
entered  into  such  a  conspiracy,  at  such  a  fearful  risk,  and  in 
the  face  of  the  extreme  difficulties  attending  the  stealing  of 
ono  person  out,  and  smuggling  another  in.  through  the  oompli 
cated  guards  whieh  surrounded  the  Temple,  and  whu  h.  to  pro- 
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vent  the  possibility  of  collusion,  were  changed  every  day,  is  to 
the  last  degree  improbable.  Besides,  the  assumption  takes  it 
for  granted  that  the  child  smuggled  in  as  substitute  for  the 
prince,  would  die,  like  a  good  boy,  to  carry  out  this  indispen- 
sable part  of  the  programme;  for  had  he  obstinately  lived,  he 
must  either  have  passed  for  the  genuine  prince,  and  so  the  ob- 
ject of  the  uncle,  in  the  abduction,  been  defeated;  or,  if  his 
counterfeit  character  were  discovered,  as  it  certainly  would 
have  been,  the  conspiracy  would  have  been  detected,  and  those 
engaged  in  it  led  to  speedy  execution.  The  death  of 'the  sub- 
stitute, therefore,  was  an  essential  part  of  the  plot.  The 
French  are  indeed  noted,  for  their  politeness.  But  how  could 
a  dozen  or  twenty  men  have  been  so  very  sure  as  to  risk  their 
lives  upon  it,  that  little  Monsieur  would  be  so  extremely  polite 
as  to  do  the  dying  for  them  ? 

It  would  seem  as  if  such  a  mass  of  direct,  positive  testimony 
to  the  death  of  Louis  Charles  Capet,  in  1795,  might  suffice 
in  the  absence  of  any  direct  proof  to  the  contrary,  to  establish 
the  fact  that  the  Dauphin  was  not  the  Rev.  Eleazer  Wil 
Hams,  of  1853,  and  the  proof  is  equally  clear  and  direct  that 
the  -Rev.  Eleazer  Williams  was  not  the  Dauphin,  even  if 
we  could  admit  that  the  latter  came  to  America. 

The  more  direct  and  positive  evidence  that  Williams  WEJ 
in  fact  the  son  of  his  reputed  parents,  consists  of  three  affida- 
vits, two  of  them  procured  by  the  World's  correspondent  be- 
fore alluded  to,  and  one  made  by  his  mother.  The  two  forme- 
are  as  follows : 

Province  of  Canada,  District  of  Montreal. 
Marie  Anno  Kenewatsenri,  of  Caughnawaga,  in  the  pro* 
inco  and  district  aforesaid,  being  duly  sworn  en  the  lb>l\  lw.m- 
gelists,  deposeth  and  saith:    Thai   she   is  seventy  yeai 
age ;  was  born  at  the  village  aforesaid,  and  haa  ever  Binoe  reside  1 
there.    That  she  knew  Tehorakwanekin   (Williams),  ll'' 
was  very  poor;  had  a  large  family.    He  had  :i  BOO  DAI  I  I  1  I 
zare  (Eleazer).     She  knew  the  said  Lazare  at  the        of  three 
or  four  years;  so  soon  as  he  was  able  to  run  about  the  street*, 
21 
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which  he  then  used  to  do  with  nothing  hut  a  shirt  on  him,  and 
hare-footed  and  hare-legged.  As  Lazare  grew  up  and  was  able, 
he  did  little  chores  for  different  people  in  the  village,  such  as 
carrying  water  and  going  for  the  cows,  which  he  would  do  for  a 
piece  of  bread  or  something  else  to  eat.  Deponent  further  says 
that  said  Lazare  was  often  fed  at  her  mother's  house.  He  fre- 
quently went  to  a  baker  named  Beaugran,  in  the  village,  offer- 
ing to  do  something  for  a  piece  of  bread.  Deponent  remembers 
he  often  came  to  her  mother's  cabin  to  get  food.  The  deponent 
remembers  well  when  Lazare  left  Gaughnawaga  to  go  to  the 
United  States.  He  might  at  that  time  have  been  twelve  or  thir- 
teen years  of  age.  After  an  absence  of  several  years,  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  village  of  Gaughnawaga.  He  was  then  a 
man  grown,  but  deponent  knew  him  to  be  the  once-naked  boy  of 
Tehorakwanekin,  that  she  had  seen  so  often  running  about  the 
village,  and  that  used  to  be  so  often  at  her  mother's  house  to  get 
food.  Deponent  further  says  that  Lazare's  body  and  limbs  may 
he  full  of  scars  from  running  among  rocks,  stumps  and  thorn- 
bushes,  he  seldom  having  sufficient  clothes  in  his  youth  to  pro- 
tect himself.  Deponent  declares  she  cannot  write,  but  she  hath 
made  her  mark. 

her 

Marie  Anne  x  Kbnewatsj  entx. 

murk. 

Sworn,  before  me  this  16th  day  of  April,  .185;),  after  being 
duly  interpreted  to  the  said  deponent  by  me. 

Ed.  N.  De  Lobimee,  J.  P. 

Pkovince  of  Canada,  DlSTBICX  01  BftOHTBl  tl 
Charles  Soskonharowane,  of  the  village  of  Gaughnawaga, 
in  the  province  aforesaid,  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Hoty 
Evangelists,  depose! h  and  saith:  That  be  is  sixty  nubt  \var>  of 
age,  was  born  in  the  aforesaid  village,  and  has  always  resided 
there;  that  he  knew  Thomas  Teborakwaneki n  (Thomas  Wil 
liams)  and  his  family.  He  (Thomaa)  bad  many  children,  MD  1 
was  very  poor,     lie  knew  bis  son  Eleazer  when  be  was  foul  M 

five  years  of  age,  to  the  best  of  deponent's  belief;  Deponent  i-  a 
year  or  two  older  than  Lazare  (Eleaier.)  11c  lias  often  seen 
Eleazer  running  about  the  Village  in  the  mosl  nu 
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bare-footed  and  bare-legged,  the  blood  running  down  his  leg3 
from  scratches  caused  by  cold,  wet  and  wind.  He,  Lazare,  con- 
tinued in  this  miserably  ragged  state  until  he  was  eight  or  nine 
years  old.  He  then  began  to  go  on  errands  in  the  village  for 
food  and  clothing.  Tehorakwanekin  lived  on  the  same  side  of 
street  that  deponent's  father  did.  Eleazer  came  almost  every 
day  to  deponent's  father's  house.  Deponent  thinks  Eleazer's 
body  and  limbs  must  be  full  of  scars  from  hardships,  and  run- 
ning among  rocks,  briars  and  thorns,  he  having  at  must  times 
nothing  on  his  body  but  an  old  shirt.  Deponent  remembers  well 
when  Eleazer  left  home  to  go  to  the  United  States;  he  might 
have  been  twelve  or  thirteen  years  old ;  he  returned  a  few  years 
after  to  his  native  village.  He  was  then  a  man,  and  deponent 
knew  him  immediately.  There  are  innumerable  other  incidents 
connected  with  Eleazer's  days  of  youth,  that  deponent  could 
relate  to  him,  which  would  remove  from  him  the  thought  of  his 
being  the  son  of  the  great  Anonthica  (the  Indian  name  for  the 
King  of  France).  The  deponent  further  saith  that  Eleazer's 
father  was  known  to  the  Americans  by  the  name  of  Thomas 
Williams. 

Deponent  declares  he  cannot  write,  and  hath  made  his  mark. 

his 

Charles  x  Soskohhabowakb, 

mark. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Cauglmawaga  this  LCtfa  day  of  April, 
1853,  after  being  duly  interpreted  to  deponent  by  me. 

Ed.  N.  Db  Lokimikk,  J.  P. 

These  witnesses,  it  should  be  remembered,  were  no(  m<  re 
savages,  but  civilized  and  christianized  people,  who  understood 
the  nature  of  an  oath  as  well  as  most  white  people.  They  tes- 
tify to  having  known  Eleazer  as  far  hack  18  childivn  umimIIv 

remember  their  playmates,  the  elder  of  the  two  from  die  time 
he  was  throe  or  four  years  old,  and  the  younger  from  the  time 

he  was  four  or  five,  While  it  is  ('((needed  on  all  hands  that  the 
Dauphin,  if  he  ever  came  to  America  at  all.  did  not  OOma  till 

he  was  in  his  eleventh  year.  Mr.  Hanson  and  Dr,  Vinton 
have  endeavored  to  identify  Williams  as  the  Dauphin 

certain  scars  on  his  hod  v  which  will  I  xplam  the  alluiiofl  01 


316  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [vol. 


these  witnesses  to  the  probability  that  Lazare's  body  and  Limb* 
may  have  carried  many  marks  from  early  exposure.  It  seems 
quite  credible  that  the  little  crescent  scar  on  his  shoulder,  which 
Dr.  Vinton  thought  he  could  almost  see,  when  brought  to  a 
clear  light,  might  have  resulted  from  his  running  in  an  almost 
naked  condition  among  the  blackberry  briars  of  his  native 
Caughnawaga.  But  scars  or  no  scars,  the  testimony  of  two 
credible  witnesses  that  they  knew  him  in  Caughnawaga  at  the 
age  of  four  years,  is  pretty  strong  proof  that  he  was  not  the 
Dauphin,  who  it  is  not  pretended  ever  left  Paris  till  ho  had 
passed  his  tenth  year. 

In  1824  Mr.  Williams  applied  for  admission  into  the  Ma- 
sonic Lodge  at  Green  Bay.  Hon.  Henry  S.  Baird,  of  Green 
Bay,  who  knew  Williams  from  his  first  appearance  there  in 

1823,  and  who  was  for  many  years  Master  of  the  Lodge,  and 
had  charge  of  its  records,  has  placed  in  the  archives  of  this 
Historical  Society  the  original  application  for  admission,  in 
Mr. ,  Williams'  handwriting,  and  bearing  his  signature.  I 
copy,  verbatim,  the  original  document  as  follows: 

To  the  Master,  Wardens  and  Brothers  of  Menomonec  Lodge: 

Your  petitioner  humbly  states  that,  having  long  had  a  favor- 
able opinion  of  your  ancient  institution,  he  is  desirous  <>f  beODHL' 
ing  a  member  thereof,  if  found  worthy. 

Ho  was  born  at  Sault  St.  Louis;  is  thirty-two  \.  m  %t 
by  profession  a  clergyman. 

E  leases  Williams. 

Green  Bay,  Oct.  7,  1824. 

"Sault  St.  Louis''  is  the  ancient  name  of  I  locality  IB  the 
vicinity  of  Montreal,  and  is  substantially  identical  with  Cangfa 
nawaga,  when;  Williams'  mother  Bays  he  wai  bor^  and  wfe 
the  depositions  just  read  locale  him  in  efrly  childhood,  Bi 
his  own  statement,  Williams  was  bul  thirty-two  years  old  in 

1824,  which  brings  down  the  date  of  Ids  birth  to  1799,  #hile 
the  Dauphin  was  bom  in  L785,  sewn  years  earlier, 

In  the  loiter  accompanying  tins  document,  Mr,  Kaird  lajl 

of  Mr.  Williams'  age:  "When  1  fust  saw  him  In  1*99,  1 
supposed  him  to  be  about  thirty.   I  hate  no  doubt  but  hti  true 
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age  is  stated  in  his  petition."  Mr.  Baird  further  says:  "On 
one  occasion,  not  long  before  the  booh  appeared,  he  was  on  a 
visit  here  and  met  me  in  a  store  and  said  to  me,  Mr.  Baird,  I 
understand  that  you  said  that  you  had  the  record  of  the  Lodge 
in  which  1  am  recorded  as  stating  my  age,  in  1S24,  as  being 
thirty-two  years.  I  informed  him  'such  was  the  fact.'  He 
replied,  'It  must  be  a  mistake  in  recording.'  "  The  original 
document,  however,  made  and  subscribed  by  Williams  himself, 
verifies  the  record  of  the  Lodge.  Mr.  Williams,  it  s<  ems, 
did  not  claim  to  have  corrected  his  own  reckoning  of  his  age, 
but  b}-  charging  that  it  was  an  error  in  copying  admitted  that 
he  knew  his  age  in  1S24  as  well  as  he  did  in  lSr>:).  lie  prob- 
ably did  not  state  to  Mr.  Baird  whether  the  name  of  his  birth- 
place was  an  error  in  copying,  or  how  it  came  to  be  so  wide  of 
the  mark  as  the  space  between  Paris  in  France,  and  Sault  St. 
Lonis  in  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada. 

One  would  suppose  that  the  testimony  of  Mrs.  Williams, 
the  mother  of  Eleazer,  ought  to  settle  the  question  of  his 
parentage  beyond  dispute.  When  Mr.  Williams'  pretension* 
first  became  known,  the  conductors  of  a  French  paper  in  X*  w 
York  wrote  to  Father  Marcoux,  the  pricsl  at  St.  Regis,  to 
procure  from  Mrs.  Thomas  Williams  an  affidavit  as  to 
whether  Eleazer  was  her  own  son  or  not.  He  did  90,  and  it 
was  published  in  Mr.  Hanson's  book  as  follow-: 

State  ok  Ni:w  Yokk — Franklin  County — ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  JustlOM  01  the 

Peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  Mary  Ann  Williams,  ami  be 

ing  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  Sftithl  That  >he  i<  UpWtrdl  of 
eighty  years  of  age,  but  does  not  know  her  exact  age;  tlmt  -lie 

is  the  widow  id'  Thomas  Williami,  and  that  she  la  the  natural 

mother  of  Rev.  Eleazer  Williams,  ;md  thai  >hr  i>  Rtfftl*  ftf  Hi 
pretension  to  he  the  son  of  Louis  X  Y  1 ,  and  kttOWt  them  to  be 
false]  that  he  was  her  fourth  child,  and  born  at  ( \mirlmnwjijin  ; 
that  at  the  time  of  his  birth  her  sifter  took  him  to  lb.  pffietl  tO 
lie  haptized,  and  tliat  lier  sis<er  gftW  the  pri«-t  thr  name  of  the 
child's  godfather,  which  was  La/are,  from  which  the  child  took 
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his  name;  that  he  was  born  in  the  spring — thinks  in  June ;  says, 
when  he  was  about  nine  years  old  some  of  his  father's  friends 
from  the  States  came  to  Oaughnawaga  and  took  him  and  a 
younger  brother  away,  to  send  them  to  school;  that  some  time 
after  he  returned  homo,  and  had  a  sore  leg  that  made  him  Lame; 
that  they  doctored  his  leg;  that  the  sore  was  on  his  knee;  that 
sometimes  it  would  heal  up  and  break  out  again,  and  that  they 
were  sometimes  fearful  he  would  never  got  well;  that  she  ha-  no 
recollection  how  the  scar  came  on  his  face;  that  she  never  knew 
of  his  having  any  trunk  or  medals  in  his  possession;  that  her 
son  Eleazer  very  strongly  resembles  his  father,  Thomas  Wil- 
liams; and  says  that  no  person  whatever,  either  clergyman  or 
others,  ever  advised  or  influenced  her  to  say  that  he  was  hei  Bon  ; 
that  the  first  intimation  she  ever  had  of  his  pretensions  t<»  royal 
birth  was  from  one  William  Woodman,  an  Oneida  Indian,  who 
came  to  her  about  a  year  ago  and  asked  her  if  she  would  not  be 
willing  to  go  before  a  magistrate  and  swear  that  Eleazer  was  no( 
her  son,  but  was  given  her  to  bring  up;  she  told  him  she  would 
do  no  such  thing,  as  she  knew  him  to  be  her  son;  thai  K: 
has  since  mentioned  to  her  that  some  of  his  friends  thought  he 
was  not  an  Indian,  but  descended  from  royal  parentagBJ  she 
told  him  it  was  no  such  thing;  that  ho  was  hoi-  OWD  BOA. 

her 

Mary  Ann  >  Wu.mams. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  this  28th  day  of  M;nvh.  I  853, 

ALFRED  Kri  ion. 

Justice  of      /  Y'i < 
In  taking  this  affidavit,  Mr.  Marcoux,  the  priest  of  St  R 
gis,  acted  as  interpreter,  in  the  presence  of  two  Indian*,  at  oei 
tified  by  Justice  Fulton.    It  was  published  in  the  Co* 
Elats  Unis,  and  copied  into  English  papers,  in  dm  of  which 

Mr.  Hanson  found  and  read  it.  It  was  a  stunning  Uop  I  I 
Mr.  Williams'  pretensions  to  royalty,  li  jr«  "  RWnj 
forward  statement,  in  positive  terms,  four  or  Rve  timet  repeated, 
of  a  woman  to  the  identity  of  her  own  son*  And  now  N1r 
.iranson  receive  M  I.isiou  to  what  he say»i  i""1  l"'li'-,>  ^l>'»l"'r 
it  is  consistent  with  the  character  of  M  bonenl  inMum  i  uivr 
truth I   On  page  433  of  his  book,  ho  says: 
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"As  I  folded  the  paper,  I  could  but  smile  at  the  folly  of  an 
act  which  I  felt  sure  would  recoil  upon  its  contrivers.  I  felt 
sorry  fur  ^Si.  de  Courcey  because  I  could  not  allow  myself  to 
imagine  he  was  a  party  to  this  transparent  forgery." 

The  document  might  have  been  a  forgery,  possibly,  but  to 
call  it  a  transparent  forgery  is  to  betray  a  want  of  fairness  and 
honesty  of  purpose  utterly  unworthy  of  the  faithful  historian 
and  truthful  biographer.  On  the  contrary,  I  appeal  to  anv 
lawyer  to  say  whether,  in  any  court  of  justice,  it  would  not  be 
regarded  as  possessing  all  the  prima  facie  marks  of  genuine- 
ness, simplicity  and  truth.  And  it  seems  that  Mr.  Hanson, 
himself,  had  some  impression  of  this  kind  lurking  beneath  his 
smile  of  contempt,  and  felt  the  imperative  necessity  of  giving 
up  his  hopeful  as  an  imposter,  or  doing  something  to  break 
the  force  of  this  plain  and  positive  testimony  of  a  woman  to 
the  identity  of  the  child  she  bore. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Hanson  tells  us  that  he  employed  one  Phin- 
eas  Atwater  to  go  to  Mrs.  Williams,  and  if  possible,  get  another 
affidavit  contradicting  the  first.  He  undertook  the  mission 
(ostensibly,  at  least)  and  as  the  sequel  will  show,  in  respect  t  i 
every  important  fact,  the  mission  proved  a  disastrous  failure. 
Mr.  Hanson  assumes  that  Father  Marcoux  falsely  interpret- 
ed the  first  affidavit  and  the  only  reason  he  assigns  fot  this 
assumption  is,  that  he  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  Mr.  Wtl 
Hams  was  a  Protestant!    In  respect  to  the  second,  he  siySJ 

"He,  Mr.  Atwater,  however,  had  great  embarrassments  to  con- 
tend with,  as  there  was  no  interpreter  in  Hogansburg  (where  he 
took  her),  but  one  entirely  in  the  interest  of  Mr.  RIarcoux.  But 
he  had  to  make  the  best  of  circumstances,  though,  is  ftfri  7t\\ 
Hams  was  surrounded  with  Roman  Catholic  Indians,  he  could 
not  obtain  from  her  general  and  full  statements.  Thej  throng  d 
around  her  and  embarrassed  the  examination,  and  it  was  impos 

sibie  to  keep  them  from  her.  However,  the  old  woman  having 
heard  the  previous  affidavit  read  to  her  in  Indian,  determined  to 
dispense,  with  an  interpreter,  and  express  what  she  had  in  say  u\ 
her  own  language  and  manner,  from  which  ii  was  impossible  to 
make  her  vary.    Her  declaration  was  taken  down  in  Mohawk  by 
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an  Indian,  and  falsely  translated  by  Antoine  Barron,  the  Rom- 
ish interpreter." 

Now  before  we  come  to  this  second  affidavit,  let  ns  scrutin- 
ize these  preliminary  statements  of  Mr.  Hanson  concerning  it: 

1.  "There  was  no  interpreter  at  Hogansburg,  but  one  in 
the  interest  of  Father  Marcoux."  Mrs.  Williams  lived  among 
her  people,  only  two  miles  from  Hogansburg,  and,  if  this  inter- 
preter was  not  to  be  trusted,  there  must  have  been  fifty  men 
within  fifteen  minutes'  ride  competent  to  interpret,  and  why 
was  not  another  interpreter  procured? 

2.  The  affidavit  "was  taken  down  in  Mohawk  by  an  Indi- 
an5' and  not  by  an  interpreter.  Now,  if  any  one  has  seen  an 
Indian  in  regions  where  the  English  language  prevails,  who 
could  write  his  own  language,  and  could  not  read,  write,  and 
speak  English,  he  has  seen  a  rarity.  They  always  learn  t<»  read 
and  write  the  English  language  before  they  do  their  uwn.  Win- 
could  not  this  Indian  have  done  the  interpreting  \ 

3.  Mrs.  Williams  was  "surrounded  by  Indians  who  em- 
barrassed the  examination."  How  came  they  to  embarrass 
the  examination  unless  they  understood  both  languages,  ami 
knew  what  was  going  on?  And,  it  they  understood  {Snglish, 
why  was  not  some  one  of  this  throng  called  upon  to  Interpret  I 
From  1818  to  1837,  I  was  familiar  with  the  Oneidas.  another 
band  of  the  Six  Nations,  which  bad  enjoyed  no  better  advan- 
tages for  acquiring  English  than  those  at  Hogansburg — first  in 
New  York  and  then  at  Green  Bay — and  1  never  MkW  a  man 
or  woman  among  them  who  could  not  apeak  English  well 
enough  to  interpret  the  substance  of  this  affidavit  oornsctly, 
"There  was  but  one  interpreter  at  Hogansburg,"  laya  Mr. 
Hanson.  Where,  then,  was  this  examination  bad  that  there 
shonld  have  been  but,  two  interpreters  and  probably  a  doaen 
present  ?  Where  was  toe  affidavit  "taken  down  T  Was  it 
in  Hogansburg,  or  somewhere  else!  Who  was  the  Indian 
who  took  it  down?  Was  it  Elcazcr  Williams,  alias  tho 
Dauphin,  alias  bonis  Charles  Oapet,  altos  Louie  Wll.  King 
of  France,  or  was  it  Boraoo&sr  Indian'  Upon  this  point  Mr, 
Hanson  does  not  vouohsafe  ns  anj  Information. 
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#.  "It  was  impossible  to  keep  the  Indians  from  her,"  says 
Mr.  II  anson.  To  demonstrate  this  impossibility,  they  must 
have  made  strenuous  exertions  to  keep  them  from  her.  Why 
were  they  so  anxious  to  do  this,  and  why  did  those  Indians 
embarrass  the  examination,  if  they  were  only  endeavoring  to 
get  from  her  a  fair  and  truthful  statement  of  facts  \  The  only 
explanation  Mr.  Hanson  gives  of  these  unnatural  circumstan- 
ces is  that  these  Indians  were  all  in  the  interest  of  Father  Mar- 
coux,  while  the  only  interest  he  had  in  the  affair  was,  that  he 
was  a  Catholic,  and  Williams  was  a  Protestant! 

The  document  is  as  follows: 

I,  Mary  Ann  Williams,  widow  of  the  late  Thomas  Williams, 
of  Caughnawaga,  made  a  declaration  on  oath  before  A.  Fulton, 
Esq.,  in  the  month  of  March  last,  at  the  request  of  Rev.  Francis 
Mareoux,  priest  of  St.  Regis,  he  acting  as  interpreter,  and  put- 
ting the  questions  to  me;  which,  being  read  and  explained  to  me, 
I  found  to  contain  what  I  did  not  intend  to  say,  and  which  La  DOl 
true.  I  wish  now  to  correct  these  errors,  so  far  as  mv  memory 
will  allow,  in  my  native  language,  without  the  intervention  of 
any  interpreter — that  is  to  say — it  is  not  true,  as  stated  in  the 
affidavit,  that  no  person,  priest,  or  others,  ever  advised  or  influ- 
enced me  to  say  that  Eleazer  is  my  own  son.  It  was  Mr.  Mar- 
eoux, the  priest  of  St.  Regis,  who  urged  me,  with  oilier-,  s«mie 
women,  to  make  the  affidavit,  and  he  acted  as  interpreter  en  the 
occasion,  as  before  stated.  It  is  not  true  also,  as  stated  in  the 
affidavit,  that  my  adopted  son  had  a  sore  leg  when  he  returned 
from  school  the  first  time  to  us.  I  remember  thai  mv  hus- 
band had  a  medal  which  he  ordered  Charles  and  Jarvia  to 
pawn  to  a  merchant  for  him.  The  names  el  mv  children  were  I 
Peter,  Catharine,  Ignatius,  Thomas,  ( Bleaaer,  adojfted), 
Louisa,  John,  Hannah,  Rhode,  Charles  and  Jarvia.  1 
teel  going  with  my  husband  to  Lake  George  i  grca!  maaj 
ago,  and  took  with  me  Eleazer  and  another  older  boy,  and  thai 

my  husband  was  in  the  habit  of  going  there  almOBl  6?< 

li.r 

Maky  Ann      Win  iams. 

murk 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  July. 

A.  Fulton,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Now,  let  us  analyze  and  compare  these  two  affidavits. 
The  first  states : 

1.  That  Eleazer  is  her  own  son,  when  and  where  ho  was 
horn,  the  circumstances  of  his  baptisift,  and  the  name  then 
given  to  him  by  her  sister. 

2.  That  she  is  aware  of  his  pretensions  to  be  the  soil  of 
Louis  XVI,  and  knows  them  to  he  false. 

3.  That  her  son  Eleazer  very  strongly  resembles  his  father. 

4.  That  she  had  heen  solicited  hy  an  Oneida  Indian,  Wil- 
liam Woodman,  to  swear  that  Eleazer  was  not  her  son,  bat 
was  given  her  to  bring  up,  and  had  refused  to  do  so,  telling 
him  that  she  knew  he  was  her  son. 

5.  That  when  Eleazer  mentioned  to  her  that  some  of  his 
friends  thought  he  was  of  royal  parentage,  she  told  him  it  was 
no  snch  thing — that  he  was  her  own  son. 

G.  That  Eleazer,,  when  he  returned  {from  school  had  a 
sore  leg,  etc. 

Now  let  us  inquire  in  what  respects  the  second  affidavit  cou- 
tradicts  the  first. 

She  says  the  first  affidavit  was  "read  and  explained  t<>  her." 

It  is  not  stated  by  whom  it  was  read  and  explained,  nor  have 
we  any  authority  to  assure  us  whether  it  was  read  and  r\ 
plained  correctly,  or  garbled  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some 
sort  of  a  denial  which  would  throw  discredit  upon  the  material 

facts.  We  have  a  right  to  suppose  thai  ibis  leading  and  <\ 
planation  was  garbled,  from  the  fact  thai  she  specifies  and  on 
tradicts  statements  which  the  first,  affidavit  does  not  dontain 
at  all. 

She  says  the  affidavit  contains  some  things  which  ihe  did 

not  intend  to  say,  and  whhb  arc  not   Irno,  and  pi         I  I 

specify  what,  those  tilings  are. 

1.  She  says:  "it  is  not  true,  as  slated  in  the  aflidnvit,  tint 
no  person,  priest  or  others  eW  advised  or  influenced  me  to  sny 
that  Eleazer  is  my  own  son.'1  Tliis  seems  to  be  a  OOtttradlC 
lion  or  correction  of  her  former  statemonl  M  tO  ball  sb  QaflM 
to  make  the  affidavit.     But  she  dnos  Hot  e.aiir.idiei  the 

iiKMit  that  Eleazer  was  her  own  son. 
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2.  She  says :  "It  is  not  true,  also,  as  stated  in  the  affidavit, 
that  my  adopted  son  had  a  sore  leg  when  he  returned  to  us 
from  school  the  first  time."  The  affidavit  asserts  no  such  thing. 
In  that  document  she  says  nothing  about  her  adopted  son,  and 
nothing  about  any  son  or  his  sore  leg  when  he  returned  from 
school  "the  first  time."  Her  mentioning  "the  first  time"  shows 
that  he  visited  home  more  than  once,  and  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  sure  leg  show  that  it  was  at  a  later  period.  Besides, 
the  hrst  affidavit  does  nut  say  that  he  had  the  sure  leg  wlwn  be 
returned  heme  but  after  he  returned. 

3.  Again  Mrs.  Williams  says:  "I  remember  that  my  tins- 
band  had  a  medal,  which  he  ordered  Charles  and  Jarvis  to 
pawn  for  him  to  a  merchant." 

This  is  intended  tu  contradict  the  statement  that  she  never 
knew  of  Eleazer's  having  any  trunks  or  medals  in  his  posses- 
sion! The  matters  of  the  sure  leg  and  about  the  medals  were 
uf  no  consequence,  save  as  they  bore  upon  Mr.  Hansen's  at- 
•temps  to  identify  Williams  with  the  Dauphin  by  a  scar  upon 
his  leg,  and  by  certain  medals,  etc.,  he  was  said  to  have  pos- 
sessed, while  the  only  medal  proved  to  have  been  in  tke  fam- 
ily was  a  copper  one,  such  as  the  French  missionaries  were  ac- 
customed to  give  to  their  converts.  The  above  19  the  exteni 
to  which  the  second  affidavit  contradicts  the  first  in  regard  to 
having  been  requested  to  make  the  affidavit,, and  in  regard  '<> 
the  time  when  Eleazer  had  the  sore  leg. 

The   essential    point    involved   in   the   two   affidavits  waa 
whether  Eleazer  was  her  own  son,  or  an  adopted  one.     I  pon 
this  point  there  is  nothing  in  the  second  affidavit,  except  the 
word  "adopted,"  twice  used,  once  in  the  ipoajctng  of  the  SOW 
leg,  and  again  thrown  in,  in  parenthesis,  in  CHHMWCtion  wr.h  1  • 
azer's  name  in  enumerating  her  children    ao1  i>>  the  waj  n 
a  direct  averment,  but  incidentally  only,  in  speaking  of  other 
matters;  and  how  this  word  "adopted"  came  to  be  in  ihe  sec 
ond  affidavit,  we  shall  see  prosentlv.     bet  it  here  he  noted  that 

she  does  not  contradict  the  statement  three  timet  repeated  m 
the  first  aMidnvit,  that  Eleazer  was  hep  own  ion;  nor  thai  Km 
was  bom  at  Cailghnawaga  at  a  cortaiu  lime;  nor  thai  her  si*t<  r 
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took  him  to  the  priest  for  baptism,  and  gave  him  the  name  of 
Lazare;  nor  that  he  strongly  resembled  his  father — nothing 
of  the  kind. 

ISow  as  the  question  whether  he  was  her  own  son  or  an 
adopted  one,  formed  the  very  gist  of  the  whole  inquiry,  and 
the  one  which  Mr  Hanson  was  most  anxious  to  get  at,  if  the 
first  affidavit  had  erroneously  called  Eleazer  her  own  son 
five  times  over,  and  she  wished  to  correct  the  statement,  is  it 
not  marvelonsly  beyond  the  range  of  credulity,  that  .-he  did 
not  state  explicitly  that  Eleazer  was  not  her  own,  but  was  a 
French  boy  adopted  by  her  at  about  the  age  of  eleven  years — 
that  it  was  not  true  that  he  was  born  in  Oaughnawaga — that  it 
was  not  true  that  her  sister  took  him  to  the  priest  for  baptism, 
and  gave  him  the  name  of  Lazare — that  she;  knew  nothing 
about  his  father,  and  could  not  tell  whether  he  resembled  him 
or  not?  The  contradiction  of  all  the  statements  in  the  first 
affidavit  is  of  the  very  highest  importance  to  Mr.  Hanson's 
purpose,  and  if  they  were  untrue,  and  the1  woman  really  desired 
to  correct  them,  nothing  could  have  been  easier  or  mure  natu- 
ral than  for  her  to  have  done  it.  Yet  notwithstanding  the  iov 
portunity  confessed  when  Mr.  Hanson  tells  us  that  Mr.  At- 
water  "could  not  get  from  her  general  and  lull  statements," 
she  would  do  no  such  thing.  The  best  show  they  oould  make 
of  a  contradiction  of  the  essential  fact  of  the  affidavit,  was  the 
incidental  use  of  the  word  "adopted"  in  two  places j  and  no* 
we  come  to  the  manner  in  which  this  word  found  it-  way  into 
this  remarkable  document. 

On  page  434  ttv.  Hanson  tells  us,  that  the  affidavit  was 
taken  down  in  Mohawk  by  an  Indian,  and  falsely  translated 
under  an  oath  of  fidelity,  and  be  belabors  the  translator  for 

his  perjury — thus  impeaching  his  own  witness.  Mr-  Sanson 
does  not  tell  us  to  what  extent  <>r  in  what  particulars  the  trans- 
lation was  false,  save  in  ihe  abseueo  of  this  one  word,  "adopt 
ed."  whieh  was  not  in  it.  In  a  foot  note,  on  page  136,  bo  nn- 
undertakes  to  tell  us  all  abm.t  il.   lie  Bays:  "Tl,.   blQ8  of  tin, 

document  lies  in  the  twice  used  word  'tehotkonea,'  'adopted,1 
But  Barron  pretended  at  ihe  time  that  he  did  not  know  tfca 


1872]  Eleazer  Williams  325 

meaning  of  the  word."    All  the  authority  we  have  that  Mr. 
Barron  did  not  understand  the  word,  is  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Hanson,  who  gives  us  to  understand  that  he  was  hundreds  of 
miles  away  from  Hugansburg  at  the  time,  and  if  he  had  any 
such  information  he  must  have  received  it  second  or  third  ban  1 
from  some  other  person  or  persons,  and  on  so  vital  a  point  as 
this  he  should,  by  all  means,  have  given  us  his  authority. 
This  Antoine  Barron  was  doubtless  a  Mohawk  half-breed, 
and  learned  Mohawk  upon  his  mother's  knees,  and  being  suf- 
ficiently intelligent  and  educated  to  write  English  with  such 
accuracy  as  appears  in  this  "translation,"  it  is  incredible  that 
this  old  woman,  who  could  not  write  her  name,  used  a  Mo- 
hawk word  which  Mr.  Barron  did  not  understand,  and  there 
appears  to  have  been  no  conceivable  motive  for  his  falsifying 
the  document  save  the  one  upon  which  Mr.  Hanson  Bets  aside 
all  the  evidences  against  Mr.  Williams'  pretensions  from  that 
quarter,  viz:      that  he  was  a  Catholic,  and  Williams  was  a 
Protestant.      We  cannot  overlook  the  inconsistency  of  Mr. 
Hanson  in  denouncing  Barron  as  a  perjured  villian  fb*  ltd 
translating  a  word  which  he  did  not  understand.      He  would 
have  been  a  perjured  man  if  he  had  done  it.       It  corresponds 
well  with  his  pious  horror,  expressed  in  another  place,  at  the 
astounding  wickedness  of  sending  a  poor  old  woman  to  her 
last  account  wi^pfe^'  crime  of  perjury  on  her  soul  in  elo- 
quence of  FathcnBHarcoux's  having  falsely  translated  her  tes- 
timony. We  arc  almost  tempted  to  inquire  when-  the  Rev,  Mr, 
Hanson  studied  theology  to  acquire  such  remarkable  notions 
of  moral  accountability.    With  such  a  sense  of  the  moml  re- 
sponsibility resting  upon  a  poor  old  squaw  tot  b  falsehood  told 
by  her  interpreter,  it  is  marvelous  that  he  Mid  hta  Rev.  tfajesty, 
Eteazer  Williams,  should  not  have  refrained  from  laying  up 
on  her  conscience  a  still  heavier  load  of  the  since  kind.  Bu( 
alas! 

KVn  iniiiisttMs  lh'\v  lMt>  btW  hMBt& 

[n  holy  rapt  111*4) 
A  ronshi'  whld  !\l  I  IBM!  10  v.-nd. 

Ami  n.un  wV  pcrlpfcurt 
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And  in  this  case  the  slip  was  not  confined  to  Father  Mar- 
eoux.  From  all  Mr.  Hanson  has  said  about  this  affidavit, 
wo  cannot  avoid  the  suspicion  that  the  original  document  con- 
tained no  such  word  as  kktehotkonen/'  or  if  it  did.  it  wa3 
coined  for  the  occasion  and  meant  nothing.  At  any  rate,  we 
have  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Hanson's  own  witness,  that  the 
woman  used  no  word  which  meant  "adopted." 

On  page  four  hundred  and  thirty-four,  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  affidavit,  Mr.  Hanson  says:  "I  give  it  in  both  lan- 
guages, having  corrected  the  translation" 

Exactly  so;  Mr.  Hanson  corrected  the  translation!  He  does 
not  give  us  the  translation  as  it  came  from  Mr.  Barron,  and 
his  own  translation,  side  by  side,  nor  tell  us  to  what  extent  he 
corrected  the  translation;  but  he  does  confess  t«»  this  much, 
that  he  interpolated  into  Barron's  translation  the  word  "a 
edf  in  two  places,  and  which  he  says  truly,  gives  the  document 
all  its  force. 

It  is  quite  natural  to  inquire  what  special  qualifications  "Mr. 
Hanson  had  for  correcting  a  translation  from  tin-  Mohawk 
language.  He  was  a  quiet  clergyman  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  Mr.  Williams  was  probably  the  first,  and  very 
likely  the  only  Mohawk  Indian  he  ever  saw.  How,  then,  came 
he  to  know  more  about  Mohawk  than  a  man  who  spoke  it  ai  his 
native  tongue?  Of  course  Air.  Hanson  did  not  make  this 
Correction  himself,  though  he  says  he  did.  Who  it  was  wdl 
appear  when  the  real  operator  in  this  affair  Stands  reveal*  1. 
Suffice  it  here  to  say  that  iu  all  that  gives  it  the  least  force  Mi- 
effect,  this  affidavit  stands  before  us  a  confessed  forgery,  while 
the  first,  at  which  Mr.  Hanson  smiled  bo  contemptuously,  and 
which  he  labored  so  unscrupulously  i<>  falsify,  bears  -nil  all 
the  marks  of  genuineness  ami  truth.  If  a  mnn  should  olTer 
an  affidavit  in  a  court,  in  a  0*84  involving  the  h.  ir-hip  to  an 
estate,  and  it  should  be  proved  that  he  bad  made  sneb  an  in 
terpolation,  ho  would  be  sent  to  the  penitent i:irv  for  forgery 
for  a  good  long  term. 

Tims  much  for  the  prima  facie  merits  of  the  two  afldarht, 

with  Mr.  Hanson's  own  explanations  concerning  the  second  i>m 
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But  we  are  not  left  to  this  evidence,  conclusive  as  it  is,  as  to 
the  origin  of  the  second  affidavit.  In  P 'at nam  for  July,  1868, 
the  cat  jumps  out  of  the  bag  in  which  it  had  been  so  carefully 
concealed  by  Mr.  Hanson.  Iu  that  number  of  Pat  nam,  \l<  .. 
C.  F.  Robertson,  the  literary  executor  of  Mr.  Williams,  who 
came  in  possession  of  his  private  papers,  shows  up  the  origin 
of  this  second  affidavit  in  a  manner  harmonizing  perfectly  with 
the  evidence  of  fraud  it  bears  upon  its  face.  Mr.  Robertson 
says : 

"In  giving  this  affidavit  Mr.  Hanson  makes  no  mention  of 
Air.  Williams'  connection  with  it,  but  says  it  was  uttered  freely 
by  Mrs.  Williams  in  Mohawk,  and  afterwards  translated  into 
English.  What  surprised  us,  therefore,  in  looking  over  the 
papers,  was  to  find  several  memoranda  in  Mr.  Williams'  hand- 
writing in  English,  which  showed  that  the  affidavit  had  really 
been  composed  by  him.  There  were  rough  copies  containing 
erasures  and  interlineations,  showing  how  the  affidavit  had  been 
made  up,  and  all  indicating  an  apparent  purpose  to  steal  the 
the  desired  avowal  from  his  mother  without  making  too  b 
an  issue.  In  order,  therefore,  to  get  at  the  truth  of  the  matter, 
I  wrote  to  the  Justice  before  whom  both  the  affidavits  were 
sworn,  and  desired  him  to  state  the  circumstances  as  he  remem- 
bered them.    His  answer  was  as  follows:" 

Justice  Fulton  states  the  circumstances  of  the  taking  of 
the  first  affidavit,  which  was  done  at  his  office,  and  was  ih. 
result  of  free,  fair,  and  unconstrained  examination,  and  there 
was  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  statements  it  oon 
tained.    Concerning  the  second,  he  says: 

'The  second  affidavit  was  taken  at  the  hotel,  Mr.  William 
and  another  gentleman,    with  AntoittO    Barrow   (or  Bi 
as  Mr.   Hanson  has  it)   being  present,     1   h:id  RO  particular 

knowledge  of  the  matter  until  called  to  take  the  affidavit,  when 
T  found  tlie  parties  above  named,  with  Mrs.  Williams  in  the 
room,  and  a  discussion  going  on  between  Mr,  Williams  and 

Harrow,  about  the  meaning  of  an  Indian  word  wlmh  Wftfl  U> 
make  (he  mother  say  that  lie  was  adopted.  1  tooh  the  affidavit 
made  by  Mrs.  Williams,  but  I  never  thotlghl  that  she  ini.ndrd 
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to  say  that  Eleazer  was  an.  adopted  son,  but  she  seemed  very 
much  surprised  that  he  should  claim  to  be  any  other  than 
her  own  son.  This  was  always  her  answer,  except  in  this  single 
instance.  I  have  never  believed  she  understood  the  word  or 
intended  to  say  what  she  was  made  to  say  in  the  Last  affidavit. 
I  think  you  will  find  it  rather  artfully  drawn,  and  that  it  does 
not  present  that  appearance  of  truth  and  frankness  as  the  first. 
Certainly  if  I  am  mistaken  in  my  view,  it  was  very  forcibly 
impressed  on  my  mind  by  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
two  affidavits  were  taken." 

Here,  then,  Mr.  Williams  pops  out  as  the  real  engineer  and 
author  of  this  remarkable  document,  while  Mr.  Atwatcr, 
whom  Mr.  Hanson  parades  before  the  public  as  the  agent  in 
the  matter,  was  merely  the  bag  in  which  Mr.  Hanaon  attempt- 
ed to  conceal  the  Rev.  Eleazer.  When.  I  first  saw  this  doc- 
ument, long  before  I  saw  the  expose  by  Mr.  Robertson,  I  at 
once  pronounced  it  the  work  of  Eleazer  William-,  li 
looked  exactly  like  one  of  his  smart  tricks,  for  which  he  was 
famous  at  Green  Bay  when  I  knew  him  there,  Mr.  Sanson 
gives  us  to  understand  that  the  examination  took  place  in  the 
presence  of  the  Justice — that  the  Indians  thronged  around  the 
old  woman  and  embarrassed  the  examination,  mid  could  not 
bo  kept  from  her.  Now  it  stands  revealed  by  Mr.  William-' 
own  papers,  and  the  testimony  of  Justice  Pulton,  that  t hi-  affi- 
davit was  first  drawn  up  in  English  by  Williams  hftiarff  in 
the  privacy  of  his  own  study— that  Kcv.  Klca/cr  Williams. 
Mr.  Hanson's  Dauphin,  Louis  XVI  1,  King  of  F ra n.  , •.  WM 
tho  identical  Indian  who  took  down  the  affidavit  in  Mehftwk 

from  his  own  English  manuscript,  and  that  by  false  repn  no 

tations  of  its  contents  he  managed  feO  Rot  hi-  RlOther'a  mark 
and  oatli  thereto,  not  in  the  presence  *f  a  crowd  of  Indian*.  >l< 

represented  by  Mr.  Hanson,  but  in  the  presence  onlj  ei  tha 

Justice,  Mr.  Atwatcr,  ami    Mi".    Barron;   and   that  he 
to  cover  his  tracks,  tried  to  got  Barron  to  adopt  his  Knulisli 
version  of  it,  which  Barron  refused  to  do,  br.  .m-c  in  ttfl  I  - 
sential  statement,  he  knew  it  contained  what  the  mother  did 
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not  say,  and  did  not  intend  to  say,  and  the  Rev.  Eleazer  was 
obliged  to  father  it  himself. 

Of  this  "transparent  forgery"  Mr.  Hanson  must  have  been 
fully  cognizant,  and  made  himself  a  party  to  it;  and  so  anxious 
was  he  tc>  keep  the  agency  of  his  royal  protege  out  of  sight, 
that  he  even  stood  godfather  to  it  himself!  Mr.  Robertson 
more  than  intimates  that  Williams'  papers  afford  proof  that 
a  large  part  of  the  evidence  which  Mr.  Hanson  has  arrayed 
in  support  of  Williams'  claims,  originated  in  much  the  same 
way  that  this  affidavit  did.  Most  writers  who  have  criticised 
Mr.  Hanson's  work,  have  accorded  to  him  honest  intentions. 
With  such  facts  as  the  foregoing  staring  me  in  the  face,  I  can 
do  no  such  thing.  To  my  mind  the  evidence  is  conclusive, 
that  Mr.  Hanson  conspired  with  Mr.  Williams  to  impose  upon 
the  credulity  of  the  public  a  sensational  book  which  they 
thought  would  sell.  The  only  alternative  to  this  conclusion  is, 
to  accord  to  him  either  idiocy  or  insanity,  and  exemption  from 
all  moral  responsibility  whatever. 

The  two  documents,  then,  are  reduced  to  a  question  of  per- 
sonal knowledge  between  Mr.  Williams  and  his  mother  as  to 
whether  he  was  her  son  or  not.  In  the  first,  she  says  repeat- 
edly that  he  was;  in  the  second,  he  says  incidentally  that  be 
was  not.    Need  I  ask  which  of  the  two  knew  best  about  it  I 

The  true  Dauphin  is  represented  to  have  been  imbecile — al- 
most idiotic — and  to  make  his  childhood  correspond  with  th at 
of  the  Dauphin,  and  to  avoid  all  embarrassing  questions  ooa- 
cerning  his  early  recollections,  Mr.  Williams  pretended  thai 
prior  to  his  being  sent  to  Lake  George  to  school,  at  t be  a 
twelve  or  thriteen  years,  his  Life  was  all  a  blank  bo  knew 
nothing  at  all  about  it;  but  while  there,  bo  tells  OS,  la-  had 
a  fall  into  Lake  George,  and  immediately  all  his  mental  (tool 

ties  camo  to  him  bright  and  strong.     It  is  a  little  QurioUl  that 

in  .1815,  a  few  years  after  tins  remarkable  event,  he  had  no 
recollection  of  its  occurrence,  but  remembered  it  distinctly  in 

1853.  It  scorns  probable  that  llic  event  actually  occurred,  us 
.several  otber  persons  remembered  it.  and  tbe  etVi 

derful. 

L>1> 
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Perhaps  this  was  the  origin  of  the  hydropathic  practice. 
Most  great  discoveries  are  made  by  accident,  and  why  not  this 
one?  At  any  rate,  it  seems  to  have  had  a  miraculous  effect 
upon  young  Williams,  for  it  not  only  cured  him  of  idiocy, 
but  enabled  him,  forty  years  afterwards,  to  know  more  about 
his  parentage,  and  the  circumstances  of  his  birth,  than  his  own 
mother  did.  And  if  Mr.  Hanson  had  taken  a  ducking  in  the 
same  lake,  it  might  have  taught  him  better  than  to  father  .such 
a  "transparent  forgery,"  and  confess  it,  in  black  and  white, 
with  his  own  pen!  When  any  of  my  friends  wish  for  hydro- 
pathic treatment,  I  shall,  by  all  means,  commend  them  to  Lake 
George.  Its  waters  must  be  better  than  all  the  waters  of  [a- 
real;  for  Naaman,  the  Syrian,  had  to  dip  seven  times  in  the 
Jordan  to  be  cured  of  his  leprosy;  but  one  dip  in  Lake  Qeofge 
was  sufficient  to  cure  Eleazer,  the  Dauphin,  of  his  idi 

I  will  only  add  some  personal  recollections  concerning  Mr. 
Williams,  and  of  the  character  he  bore  at  Green  Bay,  where 
he  was  well  known. 

First  as  to  his  Indian  blood.  I  became  a  resident  of  Green 
Bay  in  the  year  1S2S,  and  knew  Williams  well  from  that  time 
till  I  left  there  in  1837.  For  some  time  we  boarded  al  the 
table,  and  I  was  almost  as  familiar  with  his  appearance  as  I 
am  with  that  of  any  person  in  .Madison;  and  1  should  as  BOOB 
suspect  any  one  of  my  Madison  acquaintances  of  being  a  pure 
Indian,  as  that  Fleazer  Williams  was  a  puiv  European. 
Williams  had,  undoubtedly,  white,  blood  in  his  vein-.  11  is 
mother,  as  before  remarked,  was  one-<|nartcr  white,  and  his 
father  was  of  mixed  blood.  I  was  familiar  with  mixed  blood  ot 
every  grade,  from  octoroon  whites  to  oetOTOOfl  Indian-.  Ball 
breeds,  as  every  one  knows  who  baa  seen  much  of  font*  v  lil»-, 
present  opposite  extremes  of  complexion  in  different  individual.', 
some  being  nearly  while  and  Others  b<  in-  darker.  .  \ni.  thau 
pure  Indians.  Klea/.er  Williams  and  his  wife  presented  these 
opposite  extremes,  though  Madame  probably  had  the  advan- 
tage in  the  proportion  of  white  blood.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  a  Canadian  Frenchman,  and  a  pure  Mcnomomv  woman. 


1872] 


Eleazer  Williams 


331 


and  yet  she  would  have  passed  for  a  brunette  French  woman, 
while  Williams  would  have  passed  for  a  pure  Indian,  with 
just  a  suspicion  of  the  African  in  his  complexion  and  features. 
Gov.  Cass,  who  was  as  familiar  with  every  variety  of  mixed 
bloods  as  any  man  in  the  country,  ridiculed  the  idea  that  Wil- 
liams, whom  he  knew  well,  was  a  pure  Frenchman,  and  de- 
clared in  a  published  article  that  he  was  a  fair  type  of  the  In- 
dian half  breed.  Again,  when  Mi*.  Williams  first  imposed 
his  pretensions  upon  Rev.  Dr.  Hawks,  and  that  worthy  divine 
announced  the  supposed  discovery  to  the  world  through  a  Xew 
York  paper,  Gen.  A.  G.  Ellis,  himself  a  decided  churchman, 
and  who  had  known  Williams  almost  from  boyhood,  and  knew 
his  father  also,  exposed  the,  fraud  in  an  article  published  in  his 
paper,  the  Wisconsin  Pinery.  Among  other  things,  Gen.  Ellis 
spoke  of  Thomas  Williams  visiting  his  son  at  Oneida,  I  think 
it  was,  and  that  the  resemblance  between  young  Williams 
and  his  father  was  so  strong  and  marked  as  to  attract  thi  no- 
tice of  every  one  who  saw  them.  And  yet  Mr.  Hanson  re- 
peatedly assorts  that  Mr.  Williams  had  the  complexion  and 
features  of  a  pure  European,  and  is  at  immense  pains  to  make 
out  his  resemblance  to  the  Bourbons.  He  must  have  known 
better.  So  man.  ever  saw  a  pure  blooded  European  of  I  ny 
nation,  with  the  complexion  especially,  of  Mr.  William-. 

Finally,  the  character  and  reputation  of  Mr.  Williams. 
Mr.  Hanson,  aware  that  a  large  portion  of  the  evidence  he 
had  adduced  in  support  of  his  claims,  depended  entirely  upon 
the  truth  of  Mr.  Williams'  own  statements,  labors  through 
out  his  book  to  keep  the  reader  impressed  with  the  idea  dial 
he  was  a  modest,  devoted,  self-sacrificing  Christian  missionary, 
who  had  worn  himself  out  in  unrequited  toil  for  the  religious 

improvement  of  the  Indians,  and  whose  integrity  R 

the  slightest  siispicion.    In  all  this  it  would  bo  generous  to 
suppose  that  Mr.  Hanson  was  deceived,  though  fa<       om  to 
forbid  that  even  generosity  should  concede  bo  much.  He 
knew  thdi  Williams  was  concerned  with  him  in  the  foi 
committed  upon  Mrs.  Williams'  second  nftiduvit,  and  having 
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joined  in  this  flagrant  conspiracy,  we  have  a  right  to  suppose 
they  did  it  in  others;  and  before  Mr.  Hanson's  book  was  pub- 
lished, Mr.  Williams'  moral  delinquencies  had  become  matters 
of  ecclesiastical  cognizance. 

The  Montreal  correspondent  of  the  World,  in  the  expose  be- 
fore alluded  to,  gives  a  specimen  of  detected  dishonesty  in  Mr. 
Williams'  early  manhood.  He  informs  us  that  in  1812,  the 
Indians  of  Caughnawaga  empowered  Williams  to  draw  for 
then  a  small  annuity  of  $2CG  due  them  from  the  State  of  tfew 
York,  and  tho  Indians  affirmed  that  he  drew  this  amount  reg- 
ularly from  1812  to  1820,  but  not  one  cent  of  it  every  reached 
them.  By  one  dodge  or  another  he  managed  to  keep  the 
business  in  his  own  hands  until  the  latter  year,  when  tin1  In- 
dians laid  the  matter  before  the  Canadian  Government,  and 
that  Government  called  to  it  the  attention  of  the  Government 
of  New  York,  and  the  payment  to  Williams  was  suspended. 

This  transaction  corresponds  very  well  with  his  general 
character  while  at  Green  Bay.  Nominally  a  missionary  t<>  the 
Oneidas  located  in  that  vicinity,  under  the  patronage  of  a  Mis- 
sionary Society,  he  draw  his  salary,  not  large,  it  is  true  but  be 
did  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing  for  them  or  for  anybody  else* 
He  rarely  preached  to  either  Indians  or  white  men.  and  spent 
but  very  little  time  with  the  people  of  bis  nominal  charge,  bttl 
was  continually  boring  tho  poor  souls,  for  money  to  eke  OUl 
a  living.  The  Indians  finally  informed  tbe  Mission  Society 
that  Williams  did  nothing  for  them,  ami  only  wanted  money, 
and  requested  that  ho  might  be  removed,  and  some  one  ap- 
pointed in  his  place;  and  the  requesl  was  complied  frith.  11" 
was  a  fat,  lazy,  good-for-nothing  Indian;  bill  dinning,  orafty, 

fruitful  in  expedients  to  raise  tbe  wind,  and  tsaaorttpuUrae 
about  the  means  of  accomplishing  it.  During  tin-  leaf  four  or 
five  years  of  my  acquaintance  with  aim,  1  doubi  whether  tin  re 

was  a  man  at  Green  Bay  whose  word  commanded  b  ^  eonti 
denco  than   that  of   Kleazer   Williams.     His   character  for 
dishonesty,  trickery  and   falsehood  became  so  notorious  and 
scandalous  that   respectable   Episcopalians   preferred  charge* 
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against  him  to  Bishop  OnderJonk.  But,  as  Mr.  Williams 
was  located  in  the  diocese  of  Wisconsin,  under  Bishop  Kem- 
per, the  Bishop  of  .New  York  disclaimed  jurisdiction  of  the 
case;  and,  as  Williams  was  there  under  a  commission  from 
a  society  in  Now  York,  Bishop  Kemper  disclaimed  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  case,  and  in  consequence  of  these  counter-disclaim- 
ers, the  charges  were  never  investigated. 

Mr,  Hanson  has  much  to  say  about  Air.  Williams'  delicate 
health,  and  a  constitution  broken  down  by  his  missionary  labors 
and  privations.  I  can  well  conceive  that  Mr.  Hanson  may 
have  been  deceived  in  this  matter,  notwithstanding  Eleazer's 
rotundity,  and  the  justice  he  could  do  to  a  good  dinner  when 
not  playing  his  favorite  role;  for  it  was  an  old  trick  of  his  to 
be  in  very  delicate  health  when  he  had  an  object  to  accomplish 
by  it.  An  instance  of  this  kind  was  related  to  me  by  Gen. 
Ellis  more  than  thirty-five  years  ago,  but  which  I  think  I  can 
repeat  with  substantial  accuracy. 

In  the  fall  of  1830,  Col.  Stambaugh,  then  Indian  agent  at 
Green  Bay,  Avent  to  Washington  with  a  delegation  of  NYw 
York  Indians  and  Menoinonees,  to  settle  a  dispute  between 
them  concerning  a  purchase  of  land  which  the  former  had 
made  of  the  latter  by  treaty.  "Williams  of  course  was  one  of 
the  Oneida  delegation.  He  was  always  en  the  lookout  for 
little  jobs  of  this  kind,  which  .Mr.  Hanson  magnifies  into  in- 
stances of  self-sacrifice  to  the  interests  of  the  Indian-;  but 
anything  was  a  God-send  to  him,  which  would  pay  expenses, 
and  furnish  him  with  good  dinners. 

And  Williams  managed  to  make  these  instances  of  "seli 
sacrifice"  pay  pretty  well,  besides. 

On  one  of  these  occasions,  the  treaty  of  BulTulo  Crook,  in 

1838,  the  Government  appropriated  thirty  three  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  services  of  the  Oneida  Chiefs  ami  head  men.  Mr. 
Baircl,  the  gentleman  before  alluded  to  in  connection  with  Mr, 
Williams'  application   to  the   Masonic  Lodge,   was  ap|>oin1o<l 

Commissioner  to  disburse  the  money.  Mr-  Williams  pnt  in 
a  claim  upon  this  fund  of  ten  thousand.     Mr-  Haird  recently 
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informed  me,  that  in  adjusting  the  several  claims,  he  allowed 
Mr.  Williams  five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  actually 
paid  him  that  amount.  On  every  similar  occasion  he  received 
large  sums  of  money  from  the  Government,  and  in  one  instance 
twenty-live  hundred  acres  of  land  in  his  wife's  name,  in  a 
valuable  location  on  Fox  river.  In  the  course  of.  these  "self- 
denying  services  for  the  Indians,"  of  which  Mr.  Hanson  m 
such  a  virtue,  he  must  have  received  from  thu  Government  not 
less  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  cash;  and  with  such  large 
pay  from  the  Government,  any  one  can  judge  whose  inter*  its 
ho  had  labored  most  to  promote,  those  of  the  Indiana  or  of  the 
Government.  There  was  one  Indian,  however,  whose  into  rests 
were  never  overlooked,  and  that  Indian's  name  was  Eleaser 
Williams.  Yet,  with  true  Indian  improvidence*  his 
went  as  easily  as  it  came,  and  he  was  always  poor,  and  alwayd 
in  debt.  Precisely  how  much  he  received  under  the  negotia- 
tions conducted  by  Col.  Stambaugh,  1  am  not  able  to  say-j 
but  it  must  have  been  quite  sufficient  to  atone  for  ibe  Belf-dc- 
nial  of  spending  a  winter  at  a  hotel  in  Washington.  Bui  I 
have  wandered  a  little  from  the  anecdote  1  was  about  t"  relate, 
illustrative  of  jlr.  Williams'  delicate  health. 

Gen.  Ellis  accompanied  Stambaugh'a  mission  in  (880  as 
Secretary. 

Arriving  in  Buffalo,  they  tarried  twoor  throe  days.  While 
there,  Mr.  Williams,  Gen.  Ellis  and  others  were  invited  *  i 
tea  at  the  house  of  a  wealthy  Episcopalian  of  that  city.  1  hey 
were  seated  at  a  richly-furnished  table,  spread  with  a  great 
riety  of  delicacies.  The  hostess  asked  Mr.  Williams  whether 
ho  would  take  tea  or  coffee  $  He  replied,  neither;  hii  health 
did  not  admit  of  his  taking  either  tea  or  oortoe.     Would  ho 

have  a  glass  of  milk?  No;  his  stomach  would  not  bear  milk 
at  all.  What  would  ho  have  i<>  driukl  Would  be  be  fr  -  I  i 
mention  anything  tbat  would  agree  with  biml  He  would 
take  a  cup  of  warm  water  with  a  very  little  milk  in  i;.  Thtfl 

the  problem  was  to  tind  something  he  oould  eat  would  ilr, 
Williams  bo  helped  to  some  «»f  this  diahl    Noj  hU  it 
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was  so  delicate  lie  could  not  bear  it.  Then  would  he  have 
some  of  that  dish  ?•  Oh!  no;  his  stomach  would  not  bear  any 
such  thing;  his  health  was  so  miserable  he  was  obliged  to  be 
extremely  careful  about  his  diet.  They  went  through  their 
bill  of  fare,,  offering  in  turn  everything  there  was  upon  the  ta- 
ble; but  there  was  nothing  his  delicate  stomach  would  bear. 
Ia  much  embarrassment,  and  almost  in  despair,  the  lady 
begged  him  to  mention  anything  which  would  agree  with  him, 
ai.d  if  possible  she  would  get  it.  If  convenient  he  would  take 
a  very  thin  bit  of  dry  toast.  So  he  sat  and  nibbled  his  dry 
toast,  and  sipped  his  cup  of  warm  water.  Returning  to  their 
hotel  about  eleven  o'clock  the  same  evening,  Williams  rallied  a 
waiter,  ordered  him  to  set  on  a  cold  ham  and  other  substan- 
u'als  to  match,  and  sat  down  for  a  square  meal;  "and,"  Gen. 
Sllis  added,  with  emphasis,  "I  verily  believe  he  ate  four 
pounds  of  that  ham  before  he  left  the  table."  TTe  lb.cn  fOS  . 
gave  a  hearty  Indian  chuckle,  and  went  to  bed;  and  the  Gen- 
eral could  not  perceive  that  his  delicate  stomach  was  any  the 
worse  for  it  the  next  day.  This  trick  he  was  in  the  habit  6f 
playing  before  there  had  been  sufficient  time  for  much  wear 
and  tear  in  missionary  labor.  He  would  resort  to  it  wh<  Q 
among  strangers,  wherever  he  thought  be  could  excite  a  little, 
sympathy,  and  possibly  induce  a  donation  by  the  means. 

This  is  (he  whole  secret  of  Mr.  Williams'  broki  n  down 
constitution  and  delicate  health,  of  which  Mr.  Hanson  ha*  so 
much  to  say  in  his  book.  It  is  marvelous  thai  it  did  not 
occur  to  him  to  admonish  his  royal  foundling  to  take  anothi  C 
dip  into  Lake  George.  The  effect  might  have  been  a-  magi- 
cal upon  his  delicate  stomach  as  it  bad  before  been  Upon  hil 
weak  head.  Eleazer  was  built  very  much  like  a  hogshead, 
largest  in  the  middle  and  tapering  a  little  both  \va\<.  and  if 
you  could  have  seen  him  eat,  when  free  from  restraint,  you 
would  have  thought   him  about  as  hollow,     boil  not   to  i 

gerate,  in  his  capacity  for  eating  he  waa  a  match  tor  the  bun 
griest  Indian  J  ever  saw;  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  one 
about,  tile  Hay,  while  T  lived  there,  ever  suspected  that  Ml 
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health  was  not  as  firm  as  that  of  most  men,  and  if  it  after- 
wards became  impaired,  it  must  have  been  the  result  of  some- 
thing else  than  labors  performed,  and  hardships  endured,  a^  a 
missionary  to  the  Indians. 

Completely  bankrupt  in  character  and  credit  at  Green  K. 
Williams  went  to  Washington  and  set  up  for  an  Indian  and 
Claim  Agent,  and  became  his  own  chief  customer.  In  thii 
capacity  he  failed,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  no  one  had  amr 
confidence  in  him.  The  next  we  hear  of  him  ho  turns  up  h 
New  York  as  the  "Lost  Prince" — his  last,  final  dodge  to  BSr 
cite  sympathy  and  eke  out  a  subsistence  upon  the  public  cred 
ulity  and  charity;  and  he  carried  the  juke  so  far  with  himse): 
as  actually  to  issue  a  proclamation,  in  which  ho  used  the  pi  r- 
sonal  pronoun  in  the  first  person  plural,  after  the  manner  of 
kings  and  editors. 

It  seems,  according  to  Mr.  Hanson,  that  in  the  midst  of  his 
newly-found  honors,  Williams'  heart  still  clung  fondly  to  bis 
missionary  work,  and  he  was  only  anxious  to  raise  money  t>» 
build  a  church  at  Duck  Creek,  the  scene  of  his  former  " 
denying  labors."  This  object  was  extensively  advertised  by 
Mr.  Hanson,  but  how  much  money  he  raised  under  tkifl  false 
pretence,  docs  not  appear,  Certain  it  is  that  Done  of  it 
appeared  at  Duck  Creek. 

It  is  no  desirable  task  to  deal  thus  with  the  character  of  one 
who  has  passed  from  the  scenes  of  earth.  But  when  the  In- 
tegrity of  history  is  concerned,  involving  so  grave  ■  question 
as  the  title  to  a  throne,  and  possibly  the  future-  peace  of  .1 
nation,  and  when  the  friends  of  the  pretender  Mill  persist  in 
maintaining  his  claims,  not  even  the  grave  should  protect  the 
character  of  the  impostor  or  his  abettors  from  any  scrutiny 
which  may  contribute  to  the  formation  of  a  just  estimate  "t 
the  evidence;  they  may  have  conjured  up  In  support  of  IDCfl 
claims. 

Finally,  his  own  dupes  seem  to  have  voted   Williams  .* 
bbre,  and  abandoned  him  to  obsourity  ami  want,  in  which  con 
(lition  he  died,  separated  from  hia  family,  at  hll  b  m-K  hOM 
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in  Ilogansburg,  on  the  28  th  of  August,  1S5S.  Thus  ended 
the  career  of  a  man  who  possessed  all  the  anteeedant  charac- 
teristics which  could  fit  him  to  become  what  he  was — not  the 
Crown  Prince  of  France,  but  the  crown  prince  of  modern  im- 
postors. Verily,  Williams  was  great,  and  Hanson  was  his 
prophet. 


Addendum 

The  publication  of  the  foregoing  in  the  Milwaukee  Daily 
Sentinel,  soon  after  it  was  read  before  the  Historical  Society, 
brought  out  some  curious  revelations  concerning  the  origin  of 
Mr.  Hanson's  theory  of  ''The  Lost  Prince,"  which  Would 
seem  to  settle  the  whole  question  as  to  its  reliability,  upon  very 
satisfactory  authority. 

A  few  days  after  the  publication  of  my  paper,  I  received  a 
note  from  (Jol.  II.  E.  Eastman,  a  well  known  lawyer  &£  tin- 
State,  informing  me  that  he  had  read  my  paper  on  The  I 
Prince— that  it  was  good,  but  very  incomplete — that  perhaps 
he  could  throw  more  light  on  the  subject  than  any  other  man 
living,  and  quite  as  much  as  the  dead  Dauphin,  Were  be  still 
on  earth.  In  brief,  that  he  was  the  originator  of  the  idea  and 
-Story  of  Williams  being  the  Lost  Prince,  conceived  and  writ- 
ten in  leisure  days  while  reading  French  history,  and  becoming 
much  interested  in  the  misfortunes  of  the  Bourbons,  bul  aevet 
intended  as  anything  more  than  a  romance,  which  he  might, 
sometime,  publish.  That,  at  the  same  time,  be  bad  some  busi- 
ness relations  with  Mr.  Williams,  ami  became  quite  intimate 
with  him;  and  this  circumstance  led  him  i<>  adopt  aim  a-  the 
hero  of  the  tale.  Finding  that  Williams  was  amused  and  flut- 
tered by  the  idea,  he  lent,  him  bis  manuscripts,  from  lime  to 
time  to  read  at  his  leisure.  He  afterwards  leanwd  tftuU  Wil 
lianas  had  them  all  copied.  Tins,  Mr.  Eastman  thinks,  was  in 
the  summer  of  1847,  and  the  winter  of  1847  is- 

"Busy  times  came  on  in  the  Spring  of  1848,  and  QoL  Bt* 

man  says  he  thought  no  more  of  bis  romance ;  and  hi  add-. 


338  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections' [voi.vi 


"you  were  none  of  you  so  much  astonished  as  I  was  when  T 
went  into  Burley  Eollett's  book  store  at  Green  Bay,  one  day 
in  1853,  and  bought  a  number  of  Putnam's  Magazine,  con- 
taining a  startling  discovery  of  the  mislaid  Dauphin,  in  my 
own  language,  all  but  the  affidavits  and  other  special  pi 
which  I  never  had  any  purpose  of  procuring.  "My  facts  were 
drawn  entirely  from  imagination."  Among  his  imaginary 
facts,  Col.  Eastman  mentioned  to  me  the  evidence  which  w.is 
said  to  have  been  found  at  New  Orleans,  and  sumo  which 
Williams  pretended  to  have  derived  from  other  sources,  and 
which  he  assured  me  were  pure  fictions  of  his  romance. 

Learning  the  above  facts  from  Col.  Eastman,  I  urged  him 
to  make  a  detailed  statement  of  the  facts  concerning  the.  origin 
of  the  Williams'  Dauphin  story  for  publication  with  my  paper, 
in  these  Collections,  lie  expressed  some  delicacy  about  ap- 
pearing in  print  with  such  an  expose,  but  encouraged  mo  to 
hope  that  he  would  do  so.  As  the  volume  was  about  being 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  printer,  I  renewed  this  request,  an  1 
was  sorry  to  receive  only  the  following,  which,  however,  in 
connection  with  the  corroborative1  evidence  which  follows  it. 
is  quite  sufficient  to  establish  the  origin  and  fictitious  character 
of  Mr.  Hanson's  "Lost  Prince." 


Col.  Eastman's  Letter 

Agency  of  Hope  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  or  New  Youk. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  May  27,  1872 

Bon.  Jno.  Y.  Smith,  Madison: 

Demi  Sta; — On  my  return  from  the  north  counties  two  daji 
ago,  I  found  your  favor  of  the  L8th  in  further  relation  to  tbo 

subject  of  the  "Lost  Prince."    I  haw  no  eXCKSQ  fel  D0l  Iwcp 
ing  my  promise  to  furnish  yon  with  "a  statement  of  some  f>»c^ 
relative  to  (he  origin  of  Hanson's  book,"  except  thai  1  paA  h  ofl 

from  time  to  time,  and  hesitated  and  Lingered  until  1  OtBH  at 
last  to  doubt  tjie  propriety  of  taking  upon  myself  th.  ofl 

the  iconoclast  at  all.  until  there  should  seem  to  be  tiom  bmn 

excuse  for  so  much  wantonness  with  10  Uttii  jrttifioatto* 

T  do  not,  however,  object  to  yonr  referring  to  n>-  MM  the  orlgi 
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nator  of  the  idea  in  the  form  of  a  romance/'  or  of  making  use 
of  such  facts  as  yon  already  possess  in  proof  of  that  proposition. 
It  will  be  a  more  appropriate  time  for  me  to  appear  when  it  is 
combatted  or  disputed.  I  promise  you  then  abundant  corro- 
borator e  testimony.  I  shall  be  able  to  prove,  or  to  enable  you 
to  prove,  that  the  original  story  of  the  "Lost  Prince"  was  my 
story;  that  it  had  no  claim  or  pretense  above  a  moderately  in- 
genious, if  somewhat  extravagant  romance;  that  the  manuscript, 
or  a  copy  of  it,  was  surreptitiously  obtained  from  me  by  Rev. 
Williams;  that  it  was  several  years  in  his  bauds  before  li- 
the courage,  or  conceived  the  folly,  of  claiming  my  fictions  as 
his  facts;  that  when  Mr.,  Hanson  builded  his  book — in  three 
acts  and  an  epilogue — he  had  my  model  before  him,  of  which 
he  adopted  something  more  than  the  name  and  theory. 

Tt;  is  right  to  tell  you,  however,  that  I  shall  be  willing  in  fore- 
go the  fjlory  of  the  monstrous  conception,  if  it  is  nol  already 
too  late  to  be  saved  the  mortification  of  having  been  mon- 
strously absurd.  Truly  yours. 

N.  E.  Eastman'. 

Co!.  Eastman,  for  confirmation  of  his  statements,  referred 
mo  to  lion.  T.  0.  Howe,  U.  S.  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  With 
whom  he  was  a  law  partner  at  Green  Bay  about  the  time  In 

wrote  his  story  of  the  host  Prince,  and  to  Ool.  Jamea  11. 
HoWC,  who  was  at  the  same  time  a  law  student  in  the 
Office,  and  since  Attorney  (deneral  of  the  Slate;  each  of  whom, 
he  thought,  would  remember  his  writing  and  talking  Oil  tho 
subject.  f  wrote  to  both  these  gentlemen,  and  their  replies 
are  subjoined. 

Letter  of  Senator  Howe 

Washington,  April  30,  Ntl 

MyDkakSh;  : — If  T  had  any  iseeaUeotioai  upoa  winch  1  plaosd 

any  reliance,  I  would  cheerfully  communicate  l hem  to  \  .m.  Phil 
one  recollection  I  do  rely  upon,  to  wil  :  That  the  tirsl  1  owr 
heard  of  the  idea  thai  Williams  claimed  to  be  l  he  bfj  Umplrn. 
T  heard  from  Ool.  Kaslman.  I  hoard  it  from  him  soon  after  I 
Came  to  Wisconsin  in  1845.     It  was  Rome  considerable  tune  bo 
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fore  the  publication  of  Mr.  Hanson's  first  paper.  Col.  East- 
man recited  to  me  proofs  substantially  as  they  were  subse- 
quently stated  by  Mr.  Hanson. 

If  be  ever  put  bis  narration  on  paper,  I  never  knew  it  or 
have  forgotten  it.  If  be  bad  ever  been  in  communication  with 
Mr;  Hanson  before  the  narration  of  the  latter  appeared  in  print, 
I  never  knew  it,  or  have  forgotten  it.  My  impression  always 
has  been,  that  Mr.  Hanson  wrote  under  the  promptings  of  Mr. 
Williams  himself.  My  impression  is  that  he  wrote  while  Mr. 
Williams  was  in  Kew  York.  But  I  cannot  recall  the  circum- 
stances upon  which  that  impression  rests. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Hon.  J  no.  Y.  Smith,  Madison,  Wis.  T.  0.  fioWB, 

Thus  Senator  Howe's  recollections  coincide  with'  Col.  E 
man's  statement,  that  Hanson  or  Williams  used  bis  fictions 
for  their  facts,  years  after  the  fictions  were  invented:  and  alao 
that  Williams  obtained  them  from  Eastman  and  communi- 
cated them  to  Hanson  to  work  up.  Col.  Eastman  do<  I  I 
claim  to  have  bad  any communication  with  Hanson. 

The  recollections  of  Cob  Howe  are  more  full  and  distinct, 
and  show  conclusively  the  origin  of  tho  material  which  Mr. 
Williams  furnished  to  .Air.  Hanson,  and  which  formed  the 
text  of  the  book  edited  and  enlarged  by  him. 


Col.  Howe's  Letter 

Chicago  AND  Nortii\vksti:kn  Raiiavw  SOI  KJ  i<>u  >  On  n  I 

en rc ioo,  a pr.  Hi  i v> 

Hon.  J.  Y.  Smith,  Madison: 

Deak  Siu:  I  have  received  you*  favor  of  llw  27th  bit 
In  the  winter  of  1817-48,  Col.  H,  R,  Knstman  occupied  an 
pfiice  with  lion.  T.  0.  Howe  at  Green  Bay,  Wit-,  with  whom  1 

was  then  reading  law.    On  006  occasion  during  tli.it  wint.  r.  1 

aecompaniod  Ool.  Eastman  to  Mr.  Eteater  Williams1  femi  on 
tho  bank  of  Fox  river  above  Deper*  OoL  Eaataiii  iU*d  the 
object  of  bis  visit  to  be  to  Bho*  WillUmi  wroi  maanaeripl  hi 

bad  been  writing  proving  tbal  be,  William-.  WU  thl  Dtl«Ul 

of  France. 
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The  story,  as  related  to  me,  was  in  substance  the  same  as  the 
one  afterwards  published  in  Putnam's  Magazine.  I  saw  the 
manuscript  on  several  occasions  during  that  winter,  and  por- 
tions of  it  were  read  to  me. 

I  regarded  it  as  an  ingenious,  well  gotten-up  story,  but  never 
thought  of  believing  it  to  be  true. 

Yours  Truly, 

Tames  II.  Hows. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  wonderful  discovery  of  the  "Lost 
Prince,"  and  the  noise  it  has  made  in  the  world,  origin 
much  in  the  same  way  as  did  the  Book  of  Mormon — written 
originally  as  a  romance,  and  the  main  idea  and  substance  of 
the  story  subsequently  stolen,  and  palmed  off  for  veritable  rev- 
elations. 

Note. — Of  the  Wisconsin  witnesses  brought  forward  by  Hon.  John  V.  Smith 
in  the  preceding  paper,  the  high  character  of  Hon.  T.  O.  Howe  is  too  well  known 
to  require  any  endorsement  at  home  or  abroad;  bis  nephew.  Col.  James  II.  II. .we. 
formerly  attorney  general  of  Wisconsin,  afterwards  serving  with  reputation  :it  th. 
head  of  one  of  the  Wisconsin  regiments  in  the  late  war,  and  since  filling  ii  tnored 
and  responsible  positions  in  the  Chicago  and  Northwestern  Railway  Company, 
is  equally  worthy  of  the  fullest  credence.  Hon.  Henry  S.  hand.  I  raMM 
CJreen  Bay  since  July.  1824,  has  filled  many  offices  of  nigh  public  trust,  and  his 
character  stands  unimpeachable  for  integrity  and  reliability:  and  the  MUM 
may  be  said  of  Gen.  Albert  G.  Ellis,  who  came  in  1821  with  Efceaser  Willi. mis. 
to  Wisconsin,  and  was  much  associated  with  him, 

Mr.  Baird  scouts  Williams'  claim  to  the  Dauphinshlp  and  speaks  of  him  as 
"possessing  a  certain  degree  of  shrewdness  and  cunning—  somewhat  <>n  the  ] 
cal  order.  He  was  a  good  deal  of  the  Indian  In  regard  to  prodigality  Mid  in) 
providence,  being  always  In  want,  although  lie  had  received  from  the  <b>\ eminent, 
from  time  to  time,  liberal  grants  both  in  land  and  money.  As  to  Ids  claim  to 
royalty,  I  sun  a  stubborn  unbeliever.  I  flrsl  saw  him  In  1823,  he  ippetrcd  i"  hi 
about  thirty  years  of  age.  which  corresponds  with  his  own  statement  In  his  nppli 
cation  for  lodge  membership  in  1824,  In  which  he  stated  his  aire  at  thirty-two. 
Hie  whole  story  of  the  Lost  Prince,  In  my  opinion,  he  palmed  "IT  open  thf  cradu 
Ions  author  of  the  book.  I  send  you  lor  the  Historical  Society  Williams'  oriel 
nal  application  to  the  lodge." 

In  Gen.  Bills'  paper  on  the  Advent  of  the  New  York  fecWsVM  to  W'Hconnn.  In 
the  2d  vol.   M  i*.  Hint.  Colls.,  lie  speaks  of  RleOIK  WUftMM  n«  a  ile*ron<1*nt  of 
Bev.  John  Williams  of  Heei  field  memory.    That  In  Itto,  M  WW  Iff  if  H 
thus  corroborating  Wll  lams'  own  account  that  he  was  born  In  1  T ' •  J     he  u 
to  hong  Meadow,  Massachusetts,  in  care  of  lu    1  iv.  tor  an  education),  and  1 1 

turned  to  his  people  in  1811,  after  live  years'  uhseiue.  Thai  William*  wns  n 
natural  orator,  graceful  and  persuasive,  possessed  a  "vaulting  aml.it  P>n. "  <  H  t 
and  skill;"  and,  in  time,  conceived  "the  ambitious  dttlftn"  ftl  s.  cut  ln::  1*4  Miff  I 
Hon  of  the  New  York  Indians  to  Hie  region  of  OrtfH  Bnjf,  and  thOlf  flMMi  "  :  Mi 
Indian  republic;  "to  be  a  mixture,  civil,  military,  and  ecclesiastic  thf  l»Hor 
1o  he  pre  eminent." 
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Col.  11.  E.  Eastman,  who  playfully  originated  the  "Lost  Prince"  story,  is  a 
well  known  lawyer  of  Wisconsin.  He  was  at  one  time  Mayor  of  Green  I ; n y , 
and  served  during  the  late  war  first  as  Major,  and  then  Lieutenant  Col  ..  I  4 
Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  from  Nov.,  1861,  until  July,  1664. 

Whether  we  refer  to  our  worthy  jfellow  citizen,  lion.  J.  Y.  Smith,  now  forty- 
four  years  a  resident  of  Wisconsin,  and  who  Is  a  keen  observer  of  character,  jet 
disposed  to  mete  out  the  full  measure  of  impartial  justice  to  all,  or  to  Hon. 
Henry  fS.  Baird,  den.  Albert  G.  Ellis,  Hon.  Morgan  L.  Martin,  lion.  Randall  wri- 
cox,  and  all  our  early  settlers  who  knew  Williams  well,  and  with  whom  ire  bay* 
conversed  or  corresponded  on  the  subject,  all  unite  in  scouting  hU  prel  Detoaa 
to  the  Dauphinship,  and  ascribing  to  him  a  low  grade  of  moral  character. 

Since  the  preceding  was  in  type,  the  July  number,  1872,  of  the  American 
Historical  Record  has  come  to  hand,  containing  a  note  on  Eleazer  Williaa 
the  distinguished  antiquary  and  historian,  John  (',.  Shea,  LL.  !>.,  which  ire  oV  l  ■ 
appropriate  to  cite  in  this  connection  : 

••Eleazer  Williams. — Was  not  this  person  insane,  or  led  away  by  strange  de- 
lusions'? While  in  Canada,  and  with  the  journal  and  map  of  Marquette*!  voyage 
in  my  hands,  which  I  subsequently  published,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Albany,  stating  that  tbe  Rev.  Eleazer  Will  lama  pro- 
posed to  sell  to  the  State  Marquette's  original  journal  and  map,  wbl<  b  Kith 
other  papers  he  had  found  in  a  box  in  the  wall  of  the  churcb  at  Baull  St  Louie, 
Canada,  at  a  time  when  it  was  abandoned  and  in  ruins.  I  replied  stating  that  It 
Was  notorious  at  St.  Louis,  that  the  church  had  not  been  in  any  such  ruinous  State  ; 
the  present  churcb  having  been  built  by  the  then  Incumbent,  Iter.  Mi.  M 
who  took  down  the  old  church.  Tbe  box-find  lag  was  therefore  nearly  a  de- 
lusion. 

"The  fact  that  I  had  the  journal  and  "map  In  my  bands,  rather  ( 
idea  that  he  had  fallen  into  a  delusion  on  that  point  also. 

"What  could  have  been  his  object,  I  could  not  (ill;  but  thotttfb  1  printed  the 
document  he  pretended  to  have,  and  wished  to  sell,  be  never  produced  them, 
before  or  after  my  publication,  to  correct  or  dispute  my  work.  He  could  Dot 
have  found  them  as  he  pretended  ;  be  could  not  have  had  them.  When,  nt  a 
later  day,  he  claimed  to  be  Louis  XVII  I  put  it  down  as  simply  another  fnnk 
of  an  evidently  insane  man.  Indianologisis  assure  me  that  bis  tare  w  re  a  sure 
mark  of  his  Indian  origin."  L.  C  D 
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First  House  and  First  Resident 
Family  of  Madison 


The  two  following  papers,  relating  to  some  incidents  in  the  early  history  M* 
Madison,  the  first  written  by  \V.  II.  Canfield,  Esq.,  and  the  other  by  Mrs.  [tew 
line  l'eek,  originally  appeared  in  the  Paiaboo  Republic  of  March  8th,  and  April 
10th,  JSGO — Mrs.  l'eek  having  recently  made  some  additions  to  her  narrative. 
They  require  some  explanation.  In  the  Report  on  the  Picture  (Jallery  of  the 
Society,  contained  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Society's  Collections,  It  became 
necessary  to  give  some  historic  notice  of  the  First  Home  in  Madison,  an  .  :l 
painting  of  which  had  been  preserved  at  the  instance  of  QCD.  Simeon  Mills,  SB  i 
by  hiiu  generously  presented  to  the  Society;  and  as  Featheratonhaugh'fl  >\<e,k 
was  not  generally  known,  and  he  had  given  a  piquant  narrative  of  bis  visit  t<> 
Madison,  in  lb;'»7,  when  the  place  contained  hut  the  one  bouse,  an  extract  ;i  m 
his  early  work,  giving  the  then  impressions  of  the  writer,  was  deemed  prefer- 
able to  the  faded  recollections  of  some  old  pioneer,  of  events  thai  had  transpired 

twenty-two  years  before. 

It  was  not  then  known  to  the  editor,  who  furnished  th ••  extract  to  the  Picture 
Gallery  Report,  that  Mr.  ifeatherstonbaugh  bad  exaggerated  tie-'  facta,  > 
violence  to  truth,  or  proper  caution  would  have  been  exercised;  hut  at  moat,  his 
statements,  even  had  they  been  substantially  true,  so  fit  as  tie  v  relate  t  »  Iferi 
Peck  and  her  house,  are  harmless- -containing  no  tinge  of  reprsach  upon  her 
worth  or  character.  We  cannot  but  think,  in  the  Judgment  Of  charity,  thai  II  I 
Peck  has  unintentionally,  magnified  Mr.  Featberstoasaufh'i  ■■-p.ti  s."  U  I 

terms  them  into  an  unmerited  attack  upon  her  lair  name  and  Character  Tlie 
wonder  is,  under  ull  the  untoward  Circumstances,  net  th«1  thi  fTOrthf  l  SSSI 
family  of  Madison  had  so  few  comforts  and  ace. .in no. da  t  inns,  but  tbnt  tht]  had] 
so  many,  and  dispensed  them  to  weary  travelers,  like  Mr.  l«Vnih«M  stonhau^h.  wltli 
ho  liberal  and  cheerful  a  hand.  Mis.  Peck  and  family  are  still  pleasantly  PS 
Biemhered  by  all  the  early  residents  of  Made.  I 

Mr.  LYathcrstonaugh,  who  long  Sited  the  post  of  British  consul  »1  HttiM,  tied 
in  that  city,  September  28,  18W.  While  we  <  <-ur<t  thai  on,  u-  oi  a.,  .mi*  i 
from  Ills  Tntvcls  should  have  unintentionally  WOOhdtd  Mrs.  IVck's  fecllnse,  It  Is 
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some  consolation  to  know,  that  the  thoughtless  blunder  has  called  forth,  as  the 
reader  will  see,  a  valuable  narrative,  which  throws  much  new  light  on  matters 
and  things  in  the  early  days  of  Madison.  Would  thai  she  would  resume  Uet  Ca<  lie 
pen,  and  give  us  other  reminiscences  of  those  primitive  times. 

A  more  particular  notice  of  the  pioneer  family  of  Madison  is  desirable,  Eben 
Peck  was  born  in  Shoreham,  Addison  county,  Vermont,  in  1804,  and  wa;  taken 
to  Middlebury,  Genesee,  now  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  hy  his  parents  when 
quite  a  child,  and,  on.  his  return  to  Vermont  in  1827,  he  established  himself  In 
business  in  Middletown,  Rutland  county.    There  he  was  mart  led  Feburarj  24, 

1829,  to  Miss  Koseline  Willard,*  a  native  of  Middletown,  bum  February  24, 

the  wedding  taking  place  in  the  house  in  which  she  was  born,  with  her  parental 
grand-parents,  and  numerous  friends  and  relatives  present.  In  18.r5ii  they 
moved  to  Middlebury,  New  York,  and  thence,  as  Mrs.  Peck's  statement  shows,  la 

1830,  to  Blue  Mounds. 

Mr.  Peck  went  to  California  and  Oregon  in  1844;  and  thougb  since  reported  as 
In  Texas  or  New  Mexico,  Is  supposed  to  have  been  massacred  by  savages  when 
crossing  the  .plains.  L.  (  '.  l». 

Mr.  Editor: — Will  you  permit  me,  through  the  columns  of 
the  Republic,  to  express  an  opinion  relative  to  a  description 
given  in  the  last  Report  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Historical  So- 
ciety, of  the  first  house  in  Madison,  and  its  occupants. 

To  an  individual  who  has  adopted  Wisconsin  for  his  home, 
and  who  takes  a  lively  interest  in  its  people  as  well  as  coun- 
try, and  its  civilizing  institutions,  and  especially  to  one  who 
settled  here  as  early  as  1842,  and  paid  his  tax  of  250 
travel  to  get  his  grist,  there  is,  of  course,  a  fraternizing  feeling 
with  those  who  were  his  early  neighbors. 

I  was  highly  gratified  and  amused  in  perusing  moal  of  the 
Report,  but  who  is  there  that  does  not  feel  indignant  at  the  puer- 
ile, bombastic  and  flippant  description  bfJthe  ftrat  houae  and  the 
first  white  woman  of  Madison,  by  G.  VV.  Featheratonhaugh. 
T  think  the  Chairman  of  the  picture  Gallery  Report  fthould 
have  been  better  informed  about  that  first  house  and  lU  oc- 
cupants.    And  even  if  it  were  true  1"  the  letter,  then  m 


•Her  mother  was  Julia  Anu  Burnhara:  and  hor  irrnndnv.thor  Biirnham  {w\U 
of  John  Rurnham,  an  able  lawyer  of  (ho  Banntnftjoa  bar)        a  rtatoe  <  t  0*n. 
Isaac  Clark,  of  Ca.stlelon,  Vt..  a  Midler  of  the  Resolution,  known  n.  oi.l  Kl'b 
and  who  commanded  a  regiment  In  the  War  of  1812,  nuking  I  SU.   I  ssful  - 
tlon  against  Massequol,  Lower  Canada,  Oct.  12,  isi:t:  was  a  m.-mi.  r  ,.f  n..-  »  m 
stliutlonal  Convention,  and  judge  of  the  county  C0UI*1    died  Bl  CaatlttO*,  Jan  31. 

1822,  afced  t8  years.    General  Clark  was  the  grandfather  of  H<  ■  *■>«»■  r1,  '  1  1  mK 

an  early  pioneer  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  many  years  I  aiOBlaMl  n.  ml  •  r  af  ttl 

State  senate. 
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some  parts  of  it  that  would  have  been  better  left  out.  It 
looks  on  the  face  of  it  as  though  the  "great  English  Geol- 
ogist" wished  to  amuse  his  own  and  the  Londoners'  culti- 
vated feelings.,  by  picturing  American  scenes  as  supremely 
ridiculous  as  possible,  in  order  to  do  which,  some  scientific 
lying  would  certainly  be  admissible. 
If  I  am  correctly  informed, 

1st.  Z\Ir.  Eben  Peck  and  family  did  not  move  from  Milwau- 
kee, but  direct  from  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  to  the  Blue 
Mounds,  in  their  carriage,  and  rented  Ebenezer  Brigham'l 
tavern  stand.  While  there,  they  became  acquainted  with  the 
Hon.  James  D.  Doty,  and  with  him  made  an  arrangement  to 
go  to  Madison. 

2d.  G.  W.  Featherstonhaugh  came  after  A.  A.  Bird's  first 
arrival. 

3d.  The  building  (that  part  that  was  then  being  used,  the 
other  two  not  yet  completed),  was  18  by  24,  with  a  do<»r  of 
common  height,  and  well  constructed,  with  a  water-tight  roof 
made  of  shakes  or  long  split  oak  shingles. 

4th.  He  slept  on  a  good  feather-bed,  on  a  decent  bedstead, 
covered  with  clean,  nice  clothes,  and  protected  by  curtains.  M  r. 
Peck  and  his  wife  slept  in  one  corner  of  the  room  in  a  bed 
similarly  protected,  and  he  in  the  other. 

5th.  He  not  only  had  plenty  of  "pork  to  bolt,"  but  I  good 
variety  of  knick-knacks,  coffee  and  sugar,  thev  having  brought 
all  these  things  by  large  quantities,  not  being  able  to  replenish 
on  account  of  the  great  distance  to  be  conveyed,  and  expecting 
a  large  number  of  hands,  besides  guests. 

6th.  He  did  not  leave  the  nexi  morning,  but  Btaid  and 
fished  upon,  the  lakes,  remaining  two  or  three  daj  ()>> 
one  occasion  he  got  two  squaws  t<>  take  him  <>ut  t.>  Km  D 
ping  in  the  hook  and  enticing  bait,  be  soon  got  a  "nibble,"  and 
gave  such  a  twitch  as  to  nearly  upset  them  all.    The  pqamwi 

laughed  heartily  at  the  "big  pull." 

7th.  The  whole  quotation  is  false,  except  that  h6  WaS  tbere 

about  that  date. 

Bead  on  pages  90  to  93  of  the  report,  and  mv  if  il  U  ar*  out 
23 
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this  idea,  that  is,  that  Mr.  G.  W.  Foatherstonhaugh  vriahed 
to  asee  the  elephant"  and  get  nearly  "kilt"  for  the  sake  of 
Buncombe.    See  the  blustering  Scoteh  John  Bull,  whooping 
and  hallooing,  and  rapidly  giving  vent  to  his  poetical  fail 
as  he  passes  through  the  woods. 

I  say,  let  the  first  lady  of  the  city  of  Madison,  and  the 
first  child  born  therein,  have  justice  done  to  their  memories; 
and  in  describing  the  picture  of  the  first  house,  not  to  go  to 
London  to  get  a  bundle  of  untrue  statements,  when  the  00- 
cupants  of  that  house  still  live,  and  can  describe  that  picture 
minutely,  and  give  much  more  amusing  and  useful  recol- 
lections of  the  old  castle.  I  wish  that  we  could  hear  "  >m 
this  lady  herself,  who  now  lives  near  Baraboo.  She  wta 
the  first  white  woman  of  Baraboo.  Her  recollections  of  Mj  I- 
ison  and  Baraboo,  put  upon  paper,  would  be  treasured  up  in 
the  minds  and  libraries  of  the  present  and  future  generations. 
Let  us  hear.  W.  H.  0. 


Ed.  "Republic. — I,  a  few  weeks  ago  asked  Mrs.  Peck,  through 
tho  medium  of  your  paper,  to  correct  certain  BCUrrilotU  state- 
ments which  I  was  then  satisfied  were  untrue.  She  Bent  DM 
the  following  epistle,  which  is,  as  might  be  expected,  from  ..00 
who  had  long  suffered  mental  agony,  and  is  unaccustomed  to 

making  public  defences,  a  warm-hearted  article,    1  know  bar, 

and  believe  she  could  write  a  paper  of  equal  lefcgth,  relative  to 
her  friends,  for  she  has  many,  and  i>  attached  to  tho  West,  but 

this  is  devoted  to  her  enemies  and  ia  ;>  defence.  Ho*  man? 
thoro  are  who  have  honors  filched  and  Btolon  Prom  them  the 
samo  as  gold  is  filched  and  stolen!  There  are  ninny  intonat- 
ing facts  related.  NN   11  ( 
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Fkiend  C. : — While  on  the  eve  of  a  hundred  mile  journey 
to  the  North;  on  business,  I  received  a  request  from  you  to  da- 
scribe  some  of  the  incidents  that  transpired  during  our  first  set- 
tlement in  the  first  house  in  Madison,  and  Baraboo,  and  also  to 
refute  the  scurrilous  abuse  of  myself,  as  issued  in  the  last  Re- 
port on  the  Picture  Gallery  of  the  State  Historical  Society.  I 
have  flow  returned,  and  will  endeavor  to  state  facts,  in  as  con- 
densed a  form  as  possible,  as  1  have  frequently  been  called 
upon  before,  during  the  last  twenty  years,  on  the  same  sul) 
when  sundry  newspapers  had  selected  and  published  old 
Featherstonhaugh's  squibs.  But,  as  I  then  did  not  deem  it  es- 
sential, considering  the  source  from  whence  they  sprang,  and 
also  knowing  at  the  time  that  there  were  numerous  old  .settlers 
at  Madison  that  were  knowing  to  the  contrary,  I  concluded  to 
let  them  have  their  own  fun.  But  as  they  are  now  put  forth 
at  this  late  date,  as  permanent  history,  I  deem  it  a  duty  to 
myself,  as  well  as  to  the  public,  to  state  facts. 

First.  Their  report  says,  "Peck  and  family  were  seal  00 
from  Milwaukee  to  erect  a  house  where  the  workmen  on  the 
Capitol  might  board  and  lodge." 

Now,  T  was  never  in  Milwaukee  in  my  lit**',  nor  nearer  it 
than  Peck's  Rapid;*,*  on  Rock  river.  No,  Sir;  we  came  direct 
from  Genesee  county,  Now  York,  via  Buffalo,  Detroit,  Mich- 
igan City  and  Chicago,  to  the  Blue  Mounds  and  was  neither 
sent  nor  dragged,  except  by  bur  own  team  and  on  our  own 
hook;  arrived  in  July,  1836,  our  goods  being  Bttipped  via 
Green  Bay  and  Portage,  and  as  the  two  forta,  or  garriaona, 
were  then  kept  at  those  two  points,  and  the  Hluo  Mound*  bo 
ing  situated  on  the  Old  Military  Road,  betWCCH  A* 

Mineral  Point  and  Galena,  there  w:is  conaideraMe  tra?al  A 
Post  Office  was  established  at  Squire  Brighara'a,  a!  tha  Blot 
Mounds.    We  took  his  house,  with  everything  appertaining 


•  [ideated  m  rxonla,  Jefftnofl  county,  Wisconsin.  »"»'|lt%7:\,lXMt^7w.!^V 

sum  of  monf-y  to  enter  public  lurid ;      w  -  emit*  o »t     bMUh  el  tue  ■ 
wan  aever  Heard  ...  after,    tie  l<  fl  »  *'ld  >w  and  two  <  ulldrvn 
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thereto,  his  large,  excellent  garden,  a  number  of  cows,  etc., 
and  boarded  himself  and  his  farming  and  mining  hands  during 
autumn  and  winter,  also  entertained  travelers.  And  as  the 
Legislature  convened  at  Belmont  that  season,  and  Judge  J.  D. 
Doty  being  the  principal  proprietor  of  land  at  the  Four  Lakes, 
a  good  part  of  the  members  were  bought  with  slices  therefrom, 
to  locate  the  seat  of  government  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison;* 
and  on  the  return  of  the  northern  members,  we  purchased  lots 
at  that  place,  and  immediately  sent  hands  and  teams  to  1 
three  large  rooms,  or  buildings,  and,  in  fact,  they  were  erected 
before  L  ever  saw  the  place. 

The  men  employed  to  erect  this  first  hotise  were  two  French- 
men, one  named  Joe  Pellkie,  the  mime  of  the  other  is  forgotten; 
they  were  with  a  party  of  Winnebagoes  who  bad  -pent  that 
winter  at  the  largest  of  the  Blue  Mounds;  and  one  Abraham 
Wood  superintended  the  work.  Wood  then  lived  at  Straw- 
berry or  Squaw  Point — since  better  known  as  Win&equah,  00 
the  eastern  side  of  Third  Lake;  he  had  a  squaw  wife,  a  daughter 
of  the  Winnebago  chief  l)e  Kaury.  Wood  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Laraboo,  and  erected  a  saw-mill  there  During  the 
erection  of  these  cabins,  which  was  in  March,  Mr.  Pech  Bade 
two  excursions  with  teams  to  .Madison,  to  carry  out  supplies, 
and  give  directions  about  the  work;  there  was  then  BD0W  <  n 
the  ground,  and  the  lakes  were  frozen,  so  thai  Mr.  Peck  fcros*  i 
on  the  ice  to  Strawberry  Point,  to  stay  over  light  it  Wood's, 
Pellkie  remained  in  and  around  Madison  tor  some  time;  at 
one  time,  Berry  Ilaney,  a  noted  character,  sb»f  lVllkio  in  I 
dispute  about  a  land  claim,  and  when  last  beard  from,  PeMkio 
was  still  carrying  the  ball  in  his  back.  The  other  Frenchman, 
the  companion  of  Pellkie  in  building  our  cabins,  had  a  Mjuaw 
wife,  whose  brother  was  stabbed  and  killed  1.11  the  hrai'h  of 
Third  Lako.f 


•m  February.  1887,  taamedlatel,  after  the  ..lection  nfMeUij r  n  for 

Mason,  governor  of  Michigan,  bad  houRhi  ihj       ';"  *  1     '    "  '  "  J1 
a  special  view  of  eventually  eecurlna;  the  location  ..f       .npimi  m  >»'•  i  ( 


The  ifHiill  proved  I  *»t)  'h  mu:m.  Ity 
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In  March,  Mr.  Doty  and  lady  returned  (their  residence  be- 
ing at  Green  Bay),  and  put  up  over  night  with  as.  Well, 
they  found  a  decent,  clean  table,  a  thing  seldom  found  in  those 
days.  I  informed  Mrs.  Doty  that  we  were  going  to  settle  in 
Madison.  She  said  if  I  would  be  the  first  housekeeper  there,  ' 
I  should  have  a  present,  and  my  choice  of  the  best  lot  in  the 
place;  it  was  also  confirmed  by  her  husband,  but.  by-the-b . .  I 
never  got  it;  and  on  the  15th  of  April,  1837  (not  on  the  14th, 
as  represented  in  beautiful  history),  we  arrived  there,  and  as 
we  were  well  aware  what  our  business  would  be  when  set i led, 
we  provided  ourselves  *  accordingly,  and  purchased  at  Mineral 
Point  over  one  hundred  dollars  worth  of  groceries  (as  I  have 
the  bills  now  to  show),  among  the  items  were  one  barrel  of 
pork,  two  of  flour,  one  of  crackers,  one  of  sugar,  half  barrel 
dried  fruit,  one  box  of  tea,  and  as  good  a  sack  of  coffee  as  was 
ever  brought  into  the  State  (old  Featherstonhaugh's  acorns 
and  tincture  of  myrrh,  notwithstanding),  besides  a  half  barrel 
of  pickles,  put  up  by  myself,  also  a  tub  of  butter,  and  jar- 

plums  and  cranberries  collected  from  Blue  Mounds'  thickets. 
All  these  were  carried  to  Madison  when  we  moved,  besides 
a  good  load  of  potatoes  (poor  starved  Featherstonhaugh,  I 
wonder  he  lived  through  his  entertainment  at  our  house).  I 
also  made  six  more  bed-ticks,  to  be  filled  with  eras-  or  ha]  19 
occasion  required,  as  we  fetched  but  four  feather  beds  with  OS. 

We  started  from  ]>righam's  place,  at  the  Blue  Mbnnda,  on 
Thursday,  the  19th  of  April,  after  dinner,  with  pur  teams,  1 

riding  an  Indian  pony.     We  traveled  about  seven  miles,  wrhcro 

some  person  had  made  a  claim,  ami  had  Laid  about  five  rounds 

of  logs  towards  a  cabin.  We  camped  iheivin  thai  night  with 
a  tent  over  us.  The  next  day,  the  14th,  we  pushed  en  R 
more  pleasant  day  I  never  wish  to  WOJ  but  1  had  n  \ ,  re 
headache  before  night.     We  pitched  our  tont  Ml  I  litdi  H«  ol 

ground,  within  three  miles  of  Madison;  spread  down  our  beds, 
and  rested  comfortably,  till  near  8  o'clock  on  Saturday  morn 


dlth  House  ;  when  tWO  JOUOg  Indians  KOl  Into  •  Quarrel.  OOP  Mi  >MM  MMlM 

tin-  other.    Tin-  whit,,  workmen,  thlnklnic  iholr  iv<l  n.i^i   , 

loss  m  the  life  of  their  knim,  carried  their  rlfl^witi,  th.-m  «     u  e,  n,.-  \n  .m. 
btt»?ooH  Ihm1«mI  no  Rood  to  they  wion  after  dVnnj rted  for  other  i;-"'"       ,.,  .  ,f 
Pellkle  early  fnnrrled  a  white  womnu,  at  Modhon  ;  Slomin  Mill*.  •i,,J,luJ  r 
the  t>etee,  performing  the  marring  reinonj 
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ing,  when  we  were  awakened  by  a  tremendous  wind  storm,  and 
hoAvling  of  wolves,  and  found  snow  live  or  six  inches  deep 
which  continued  to  fall  until  after  we  arrived  in  Madison. 

Well,  now,  here  we  are  at  Madison,  on  the  15th,  sitting  in  a 
wagon  under  a  tree,  with  a  bed-quilt  thrown  over  my  own  and  . 
little  boy's  heads,  in  a  tremendous  storm  of  snow  and  sleet, 
twenty-five  miles  from  any  inhabitants  on  one  side  (Blue 
Mounds),  and  nearly  one  hundred  on  the  other  (Milwaukee;. 
What  is  to  be  done?  Go  into  the  buildings  with  no  floors 
laid,  and  nothing  but  great  sleepers  laid  across  to  walk  on? 
No;  I  must  have  the  buildings  painted  with  lime,  and  floors 
laid  first — only  one  saw-mid  in  the  Territory,  and  that  way  up 
in  the  Wisconsin  Pinery,  and  not  completed,  and  of  course  no 
lumber;  but  there  lies  a  pile  of  puncheons — just  build  me  a 
pen  under  this  tree,  and  move  in  my  stove,  and  we  will  crawl  in 
there.    Sure  enough,  we  soon  had  it  completed,  and  a  fire  built. 

Some  two  weeks  from  this  time,  or  about  the  first  of  May, 
on  a  pleasant  day,  there  were  about  fifteen  men  arrived  from 
Milwaukee,*  to  look  a  road  through,  and  see  Madison.  Ai;  I  g 
the  number  were  A.  A.  Bird,  the  two  Pixley'a,  merchants 
and  Col.  Morton  of  the  Land  Office — but  I  cannot  enumerate 
names.  Well,  we  had  a  spacious  dining-room — under  the 
I  road  canopy  of  heaven — where  I  spread  tables  for  tham  A 
portion  of  the  party,  the  hired  men,  set  out  on  th<  ir  ft  turn  tbc 
next  day.  We  immediately  sent  a  team  to  the  other  side  of 
Fourth  Lake,  where  there  had  been  some  hay  put  up  by  a 
party  of  half-breed  French  and  Indians,  and  got  a  load  ol  it. 
with  which  we  filled  our  bed-ticks;  we  then  laid  down  punch- 
eons in  one  end  of  one  of  the  buildings,  spread  down  OUT 
beds,  built  a  lire  of  chips  (hewn  from  the  logs)  at  the  oth<  r 
end  between  the  sleepers,  tacked  three  or  four  sheets  of  bed- 
curtains  around  the  walls,  and  there  they  rested j  and  th. -y  sU}d 
with  us  three  or  four  days,  enjoying  themselves  hunting  and 
fishing' around  the  bikes,  and  looking  at  the  country;  and  then 
left  for  Mineral  Point,  or  perhaps  Galena;  and  in  eight  or  ten 


•  Via  lanwlll'  mji  n«a  Simeon  Milk    II  v  ,,"K"1  ""  ",  "  H''  f" 2  ,M,\ 

wau       by6  that  rouuf  cSoBd  Bird  probably  re,  I  d 

tin-  Kouth,  and  elected  another  route  when  i<-         *MI'  ",*  »>nr,Jr  * V V  , • 
in  June, 


I 
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days  Bird  returned,  accompanied  by  Judge  Doty,  Ebenezer 
Brigham  and  others. 

Judge  Doty  observed,  "Why  do  you  not  move  into  your 
house  ?"  "Why,  my  dear  sir,"  I  replied,  "I  must  have  it  plas- 
tered with  lime  first."  Said  he,  "we  do  not  know  as  there 
is  a  lime  quarry  within  a  hundred  miles  of  you,  and  you  need 
not  expect  to  live  in  this  pen  until  there  is  one  found  and 
burned.  No,  no,  you  must  move  in;  we  will  help  daub  up 
the  kitchen  part  on  the  outside  with  mud,  and  when  the  lime 
is  found,  you  can  finish  the  inside  to  suit  you."  So  at  it  they 
went  (only  think,  Governors,  Esquires  and  Mayors,  in  pros- 
pective, daubing  cabins!),  and  by  night  we  were  all  comforta- 
bly situated  in  the  kitchen.  And  this  is  the  room  in  which,  a 
week  subsequently,  the  great  Scotch-bora  and  English-bred 
Eeatherstonhaugh  was  entertained. 

And  now  I  will  inform  you  of  the  erroneuusne.ss  of  their 
selections  from  old  Eeatherstonhaugh's  squibs: 

First. — "The  door,  or  entrance,"  he  says,  "was  five  feet 
high."  Now,  Madison  has  had  that  same  door  in  her  posses- 
sion over  twenty  years,  and  surely  they  could  have  described 
it  without  going  to  London  for  its  dimensions.  Why,  their 
tall,  venerable  ex-Mayor*  at  that  time  needed  only  to  make  a 
very  polite  bow  when  crossing  our  threshold,  to  call  for  the 
wherewith  to  renew  the  inner  man.  But  recollect  this  was 
one  of  the  kitchen  doors,  opening  afterwards  into  a  dining- 
room ;  there  were  three  other  outside  doors  to  the  buildil 

Second. — Featherstonhaugh  says:  "The  room  was  twelve 
feet  square."  If  they  will  measure  the  ground,  they  will 
find  it  to  be  twenty-four  feet  long  and  eighteen  OT  twenty  wide 
— the  same  length  of  the  dining-room,  and  situated  Immedi- 
ately back  of  it — wherein  they  used  to  dance  OOtiUwM,  tklW 
set  at  the  same  time.  The  Other  two  buildings  w<  re  joii  ad  00 
the  northeast  and  southeast  corners  of  the  kitchen,  let 

passage,  where  afterwards  was  erected  a  frame  dining-room,  ni 
which  many  a  weary  traveler  ami  hungry  wight  was  fed.  Fn 
describing  the  old  house,  do  not  Imagine,  friend  0.,  that  I 


coi.  a.  a.  Bird. 
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eider  it  beneath  my  dignity  to  have  lived  in  the  one  above 
represented,  for  I  have  lived  in  worse  ones  since;  I  only  wish 
to  inform  you  of  the  truth. 

Third. — He  said  "no  male  Peck  was  on  the  ground."  N 
my  husband  and  little  son  were  both  present.    I  cannot*  b  I 
mistaken' — as  wo  had  but  two  arrivals  previous,  I  well  recol- 
lect every  particular.    Mr.  Peck  hitched  Featberstotthaugh's 
horse,  and  waited  upon  him  and  his  associates  into  the  bouse. 
I  also  remember  the  laugh  we  had  next  morning  at  Be 
them  with  a  little  hammer  breaking  pebbles  on  the  shore  of 
Third  Lake  to  find  mineral  in  them;  and  finally,  old  Pea 
stonliaugh  packed  a  large,  round   boulder,  or  "hard-head,"  I  • 
the  house,  and  procured  a  large  hammer  and  broke  it  open  - 
but  no  mineral.    Poor  man,  he  must  do  something  as  B 
ologist.      But  if  he  should  call  on  us  at  the  present  time, 
there  would  be  some  truth  in  his  statement,  as  one  male  Peck 
— the  son — has  gone  to  Pike's  Peak,  and  the  other—  the  hn*> 
band — the  last  reliable  information,  but  once,  that  T  got  from 
him  was  by  a  letter  received  from  him  by  a  citizen  of  Madison, 
some  six  or  seven  years  after  he  left,  stating  that  he  had  I  I fii  B 
and  five  or  six  children  in  Texas.    Perhaps  this  was  true,  as 
he  left  myself  and  little  boy  and  came  to  Wisconsin  to  !<• 
land,  and  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Natchez  some  eighteen  Of 
twenty  months  before  returning  to  York  State  and  Conveying 
us  hither,  and  probably  had  her  picked  OUl  at  that  binie,  and 
was  glad  of  any  excuse  to  return  to  her,  and  was  forced 
scientiously  to  reveal  his  circumstances  to  exoni  rata 
else  from  blame. 

Fourth.— "High  cap,"  and  "hajf  bushel."  *  *  *  It  the 
little  history  of  Madison  could  nol  have  born  writ  ton  without 
meddling  with  the  caps  and  potticottl  of  its  ffaf  ladka,  .m  l 
also  selecting  from  the  verdant  brain  of  an  old  pra>  healed 
idiot,  trash  eoneoeted  and  eoeknevi/vd  in  London,  thru  it  had 
better  ever  remained  a  blank. 

K/0.--«Bolting  pork,"  "no  fresh  BsV! 
years    ago,    \    perused    I'Vathorst  on  haul's    original  report. 
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and  in  it  be  gives  us  credit  for  having  fine  fish  next  morning; 
but  our  would-be-correct  historian  does  not  even  allow  us  this 
digression  from  his  slang.  True,  he  had  fish  for  breakfast,  for 
Mr.  Peck  went  out  early  and  procured  fish  of  some  Indians  at 
the  outlet  of  Fourth  Lake.  The  original  also  said  that  be 
(Featherstonhaugh)  had  bolted  pork  at  Mineral  Point  until 
be  was  ashamed  to  look  a  live  hog  in  the  face.  History  omits 
that  place,  as  well  as  a  meal  procured  at  Blue  Mounds.  \\\- 
tory  had  better  give  his  whole  abuse  of  the  whole  country  01 
none.  He  accused  me  of  using  the  term  "calculate;"  that  is 
generally  applied  to  Hoosiers,  and  surely  T  am  nor  one. 

Sixth. — He  says  he  did  not  know  whether  the  coffee  was 
made  of  acorns  or  tincture  of  myrrh,  and  he  grimaced.  I 
think  he  must  have  been  born  with  his  face  awry,  or  been 
very  much  troubled  with  worms  or  the  gout,  or  perhaps  relic- 
tions continually  flitted  across  his  memory  of  the  many  nause- 
ating remedies  he  had  been  accustomed  to  swallow,  that  bo 
could  not  avoid  drawing  his  face  askew,  and  of  course  kept  it 
in  a  continual  grimace,  for  there  was  a  perfect  sameness  on  his 
hideous  countenance  whilst  he  remained  there,  unless  my  mem- 
ory is  very  treacherous. 

If  there  was  anything  I  took  pride  in,  it  was  in  making 
good  coffee,  and  it  is  the  first  and  only  complaint  that  1  0fl  " 
beard  of  our  table,  or  its  fixtures.     Ask  some  of  the  old  let- 

tiers  of  Madison  in  regard  to  this  subject.*  True,  we  had  do 
cream,  as  our  cow  was  left  at  "Blue  Mounds  until  grass  Started. 
I  guarantee  I  could  manufacture  better  coffee  from  parsnips 
•and  catnip  than  some  of  the  eraek  hotels  of  the  pi 
do  from  the  imported  article,  judging  from  the  insipid  itttfl  1 
drank  the  last  time  1  was  tboro:  and  Hi  ft*  tb  ir  butter,  0 
whew ! 

Seventh. — TTo  .says,  '"two  boorish,  rnllian.  haftg»dog  tofcflg 
fellows  sat  on  a  log  through  the  previous  night  in  a  Irem.n 
dons  thunder  shower,  and  entered  the  hOttS*  in  the  ni-bi." 
"Previous,"  very  true,  and  the  rain  fTM  all  0W,  UlA  ■  more 


•  General  miiih  oheerfuUf  kwttOti  t»  <'<•■  M  t*ai  1VW  1,1 1  g  " 
excellent  coffee, 
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beautiful  night  than  the  one  subsequent,  no  one  would  wish  to 
see;  and  as  for  its  raining  through  the  roof  into  his  face,  it's  all 
gas.  I  guarantee  that  not  one  drop  of  moisture  touched  it,  un- 
less he  was  troubled  with  the  glanders,  for  I  stood  in  the  door- 
way watching  flights  of  pigeons  until  late  in  the  evening,  and 
no  clouds  were  to  be  seen.  And  as  for  two  other  boors,  I  saw 
none  except  himself;  perhaps  those  were  what  he  saw  wh<n 
he  looked  in  my  glass,  considering  himself  one,  and  his  shadow 
another. 

Eight. — Putting  "the  frying  pan  to  bed."  Here  T  am  com- 
pletely nonplussed — a  mystery  beyond  my  comprehension. 
Friend  C,  explain  if  you  can.  It  seems  though,  that  blowing 
the  candle  out,  put  them  all  to  bed. 

Ninth. — His  "lodging  between  two  barrels."    If  a  bed  with 

over  thirty  pounds  of  fresh  geese  feathers,  laid  on  B  g  I. 

backwoods  bedstead,  with  plenty  of  clean  bedding,  was  nol 
good  enough  for  his  majesty,  then  he  ought  to  have  earned  his 
accommodations,  with  blanket  on  his  back,  as  many  a  b 
man  has  done.  Squire  Seymour  purchased  the  Bame  bad 
when  we  left  Madison;  if  he  owns  it  yet,  I  presume  he  will 
permit  our  Historical  Society  ami  the  public  generally  to  S* 
amine  it  for  their  own  satisfaction. 

Tenth.— "Museum,"  "gimcracks,"  "crockery."  In  the 
original,  Featherstonhaugh  says  "gimcrack  ;''  bistory  glosses  it 
a  little,  and  says  "museum"  and  "crockery,*  and  in  an  i  rtr*  I 
published  in  a  Madison  paper  not  long  sine  be  H  pa,  "i 
dare  not  stir  for  fear  of  coming  in  contact  with  Some  of  little 
Mrs.  Peck's  gimcracks."  [  wish  he  had,  and  got  bumped  Laid 
enough  to  have  rattled  all  the  pumpkin  B6edfl  OUf  ol  hit  pabM* 
cracked  brain.  But  as  all  the  barrels,  boxes.  and  crockery 
were  at  one  end  of  tho  room,  and  his  bend  and  bod  the  other, 
there  was  no  danger.  But  be  slaved  time  two  nigbta  ami  bolted 
pork,  gratis,  some  time,  and  if  he  had  pot  nothing  but  w  rmst 
given  to  him  in  kindness  at  that  time,  he  ought  to  have  b<v;i 
thank  t'ul. 

QllT  historians  have  omitted  to  select  that  part  of  his  refvrt 
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where  he  gives  a  description  of  a  ride  next  day  in  the  outlet 
of  Fourth  Lake,  with  squaws  to  paddle  and  steer  his  canoe, 
and  how  he  should  have  enjoyed  himself  had  it  not  been  for 
their  perfume.  They  had  better  quote  all  of  his  nonsense,  and 
put  it  into  history  for  the  benefit  of  future  generations. 

"Mow,  we  were  well  aware  when  he  left  this  country,  what 
his  report  would  be,  for  he  was  entertained  at  Mineral  Point 
for  some  length  of  time;  as  he  professed  to  be  a  geologist,  and 
was  supposed  to  be  a  gentleman,  they  were  anxious  to  have 
him  report  as  favorably  as  possible;  for  at  that  time  they  were 
heavily  taxed  on  mineral — they  gallanted  him  around  in  their 
carriages — informed  him  of  the  resources  of  our  beautiful 
Territory — publicly  dinnered  him,  and  finally  he  returned  their 
compliments  by  trying  to  swindle  them  out  of  their  mines — 
John  I).  Ansley's  copper  mines  in  particular;  but  finding  them 
too  much  for  him,  he  left  in  a  huff,  and  proceeded  to  England 
to  get  appointed  by  the  British  Government  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  ran  the  then  disputed  northeastern  boundary 
line  between  Maine  and  New  Brunswick.  And  there,  in  Lon- 
don, is  where  he  groaned  and  brought  forth  the  great  docu- 
ment about  the  great  seat  of  government  of  Wisconsin  ;  and  by 
giving  Americans  and  Yankees  fits  generally,  so  tickled  theil 
monarch's  ear  that  he  got  the  appointment,  and  what  fool  could 
not,  under  the  circumstances,  with  such  inducements  1 

After  he  left  Wisconsin,  Squire  Ansley,  with  some  friends, 
met  other  friends  of  Madison  at  our  house,  and  talked 
the  Featherstonhaugh  matter  over.  Anslcy  observed  that  hfl 
had  expended  nearly  a  thousand  dollars  entertaining  him 
whilst  in  the  country,  and  he  would  also  expend  another  to 

have  him  cowhided  if  he  ever  crossed  our  Territorial  lines  again. 

Ansley  soon  got  his  mines  incorporated,  went  himselt  to  Rug1 

land,  sold  them  to  an  English  Company  (1  was  informed), 

for  a  good  round  sum;  the  articles  of  sale  were  all  drawn  Up 

except  signatures,  when  in  steps  old  Featherstonhaugh,  and 
pronounces  it  all  a  swindle.     Ansley  then  followed  him  to 

Washington,  and   while  there  was  ftdvised   by  hi-   friendl  ft 

arm  himself,  as  old  featherstonhaugh  threatened  to  si  suit 
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him;  his  reply  was,  that  he  was  both  armed  with  ]U3tic 
deadly  weapons ;  at  the  same  time,  he  afterwards  informed  me, 
he  was  armed  with  no  other  deadly  weapon  hut  a  pen-knife  J 
he  considered  that  sufficient  to  frighten  such  a  nuisance.* 

After  Featkerstonliaugk's  final  exit  from  the  country, 
our  next  large  arrival  at  Madison  was  A.  A.  Bird  again,  with 
some  thirty  or  forty  men,  hired  in  Milwaukee,  to  oommi 
operations  on  the  pnblic  buildings;  he  also  brought  with  him 
a  family  by  the  name  of  Pierce,t  with  two  or  three  grown  up 
daughters,  for  the  purpose  of  cooking  for  his  workmen.  They 
immediately  put  up  a  log  boardi ng-house,  and  in  a  week's  time 
they  had  it  completed  and  moved  in.  Their  next  work  fflfl 
putting  up  and  enclosing  a  frame  dining-room  for  US,  in  the 
above  mentioned  passageway,  the  same  height  and  in  range 
of  two  of  the  other  buildings,  so  as  to  make  convenient  1  "lir- 
ing  rooms  above.  Then  comes  Judge  Doty  again,  and  Bay*, 
"Madam,  prepare  yourself  for  company  on  the  Fourth,  M  I 
large  number  from  Milwaukee,  Mineral  Point,  Fort  Winneba- 
go and  Galena  have  concluded  to  meet  here  for  I  he  purpose  of 
viewing  the  place  and  celebrating  tin-  day."    "Why.  what 


*  As  an  evidence  that  Mrs.  reck  is  not  singular  in  her  estimate  of  Mr  1  either- 

stonhaugh,  we  give  the  follow  in-  citation  from  tlinl  excellent  work.  «  * 

tory  of  Minnesota:    "After  Featherstonhaugh  returned  to  huglund   he  pul  ; 
a  work  entitled  'Canoe  Voyage  up  the  Minnay  Sotar,    which  U  onl>   roniar  k 
for  its  vulgarity,  and  its  attack  upon  the  character  ol  ^nth-men  who  ii 
show  him  the  attention  which  he  thought  he  should  have  received       "  v  dy 
and  growling  Englishman." 

tJosiah   Tierce,  tile  early  settler  here   mentioned,  Wll  bpro  In   N<;«'  Ssiein. 
Hampshire   COUhty,    Massachusetts.    May    21,    1783,   devoted    to  RRrl 
suits •  In  1827  moved  with  his  family  from  his  native  tint,  lo  Butternut*  o 
county   N  Y  ;  and  in  the  spring  of  ls:;T.  he  migrated  with  Ills  wife  md  res 
ch  hln-n  to  Wisconsin,     lie  was  engaged  1,  Colonel  Bin  ,    n  n  I    -  •• 

kee  to  Madison,  to     >--\ , ^ > ' ^ ^ J ' ^: ^  \Vr'  " , ; i V ^ ^  ^ ! 

Madison     une  10th,  1837  after  a  ten  days'  Journey,  wltli  four  toams  h>ad<  I  «  b 


family  came  with  Colonel  Bird's  parts  of  thirty-six  workmen  si 
Madison,  June  10th,  1837.  after  a  ten  da 
provisions,  tools,  and  such  other  articles 

anew  farm,     lo  Novcmhei  ot  that  y<ai,  in    .  .  ..,„„,..,„  ,h,m,    i,u  n< 

aeveral  ye«w.    H«  Anally  ill  '  ■■■•"«"  ;>•'•';  '  ,       ,,: :      ',   „ 

jitti  8,  188T,  when  .he  n«.«;d  nw.y.  »  the  «'  •«  , ,  V^A.  nnrf  •>•<• 
She  lived  tu  see  her  family  all  H.;ltl«l  ""<'.,.  I    .    ,  „.,..,   n  . 

«.r:„:.':,r.. :  - 

lit  1850  and  1808 
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shall  I  do?"  said  I,  "here  is  my  husband  and  brother,*  both 
blind  with  inflammation  in  their  eyes,  so  that  I  have  to 
feed  them,  and  no  lumber  either  to  lay  the  upper  or  dining- 
room  -floor."  ''Just  constitute  me .  your  agent,"  he  replied, 
"and  I  will  contract  for  whatever  you  want;  and  there  is  a 
crib  of  lumber  just  run  down  the  Wisconsin  river  and  lying  at 
Helena,  from  Whitney's  Mill,"  the  first  and  then  the  only 
saw-mill  in  the  Territory.  He  went  and  contracted  for  the 
lumber  at  sixty-nine  dollars  a  thousand  (I  have  still  some  ar- 
ticles of  furniture  manufactured  from  that  first  lumber,  and  I 
prize  them  as  highly  as  others  would  relics  from  Mount  Vernon 
or  the  Charter  Oak  )  ;  he  also  contracted  for  a  load  of  crockery 
and  table  fixtures,  provisions,  wines,  liquors,  pickles,  preserves, 
more  bed-ticking,  bedding,  and  finally  everything  that  I  Bent 
for  at  Mineral  Point,  and  ordered  teams  to  convey  them  to 
Madison. 

On  the  second  day  of  July  there  was  a  drove  of  cattle  from 
Illinois  driven  through  Madison  to  Green  Bay,  out  of  which 
we  purchased  beeves  and  veal.  On  the  same  day  my  husband 
was  led  but  Wind  and  put  into  the  stage,  with  his  eyes  can  ful- 
ly excluded  from  the  light,  and  sent  to  Fort  Winnebago,  foi 
the  purpose  of  having  his  eyes  operated  upon  by  the  surgeon 
of  the  garrison,  and  endeavor  to  get  a  quiet,  dark  room,  away 
from  confusion — pshaw,  talk  about  the  times  that  tried  men's 
souls,  just  as  if  a  woman  had  none — but;  the  recruits  had  just 
arrived  there  from  Green  Bay,  and  more  confusion  that)  .it 
home,  so  next  day  he  returned.  On  the  morning  of  the  third, 
our  "gimeracks"  had  all  arrived  except  the  lumber,  and  that 

made  its  appearance  about,  seven  o'clock  in  tht  evening.  Dial 

night  our  chamber  floors  were  laid,  except  OV«f  th*  dining- 
room.  We  had  previously  purchased  Atom  Inurivad  ptfsfttl 
of  feathers  of  Mr.  Kasdallf  an  Indian  trader,  so  our  pillows 

•  Lutto  reck,  who  luHMflutolif  removed  with  his  brnth.-r  to 
went  in  imi>  <„.  1850  to  California,  and  afterwards  to  I  k<      1 ' 
raided  a  number  of  years.    About  1800  he  bee. m,  on  int.  I.  , 
tton   and  at    his    request,   Victor   IVck,   the  non  m 
lY.n.tl  to  aeeo&pan7  bis  uncle  back  to  Wisconsin ,;  bul  b<  «l 
about  forty  miles  beyond  Qmana,  In  ISOl.ai  about  the  »i   ;   ,  ; 

ti'rof.  c.  R.  Chapman  has  given  some; reminiscences  of  h\ *l  ISL1"//}?,1 
trader,  and  early  pioneer  of  f*«  Pour  Lake  region,  In  tni  Its  f«  M 

V"lt  'wtty  ho  added  that  Mr.  ftftSdsU  WU  ho-n  In  BtTNS  county,  Ky  .  Auf.  15, 
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wore  all  ready  and  our  beds  were  all  spread  by  daylight  on 
the  morning  of  the  fourth,  and  by  one  o'clock  our  dining-room 
floor  was  laid,  our  diiiing-table  built  and  dinner  sot,  and  be- 
tween that  hour  and  sundown  some  two  or  three  hundred  per- 
sons bolted  something  besides  pork.  In  the  evening  there 
a  basket  of  champagne  carried  into  the  dining-room,  and  there 
their  toasts  were  delivered,  songs  sung,  dinner-bell  jingled  be 
tween  times,  and  good  feeling,  friendship  and  hilarity  prevailed 
generally;  and  next  morning  they  shot  my  two  little  pit  er  w-. 
Who  ever  perused  those  volunteer  sentiments,  published  after 
wards  in  Milwaukee  papers,  must  have  acknowledged  that 
Madison  was  possessed  of  superior  intellects  about  that  time. 

Some  few  months  after,  the  great  Featherstonhaugh'a  re- 
port made  its  advent  into  America.  Select  ions  were  for- 
warded  through  the  press.  Among  the  items,  was  the  beauti- 
ful compliment  paid  to  me.  We  soon  got  news  that  be  WU  al 
Prairie  du  Chien;  J.  A.  ISToonan,  then  editing  a  paper  at  Ma  1- 
ison,  with  other  friends,  immediately  called  on  us,  and  re- 
quested me  to  send  him  a  little  rag-baby  and  the  "atuck-up 
cap,"  as  presents.  I  constructed  one,  with  all  its  little  tix- 
tures;  then  again  we  received  news  that  it  was  not  the  old  one, 
but  the  son.  Then  they  wished  me  to  send  the  Little  articles 
to  Washington,  as  ho  was  there,  and  he  (Noonan)  would  no- 
tify the  public  that  they  wero  sent.  T  replied  thai  1  neither 
wished  to  be  immortalized  or  canonized  and  to  JUS4  drop  the 
subject,  for  T  considered  such  an  old  bloat  no!  worth  minding, 


1805,  son  of  Robert  and  Elisabeth  Knsdall.  an. I  wai  ralaed  a  fa,  me:      \\  '  •  •  « 
yOUflg  man,  be  went  to  Missouri,  and  engaged  a  will le  in  lead 
went  to  Galena,  an.i  assisted  awhile  0"'  late  Pol   .lame.  ) V"";/'1  ' 
operations,  at  Porter's  drove.  alK)ul  nine  miles  from  too  Itluo  Mo    «l»  .  1 
engaged  In  the  business  of  an  Indian  trader  loi<ailnK  hia 

shire  of  First  Lake,  aboul  half  a  mile   ith  nflia 

ImgQ  woman,  hy  whom  be  had  three  children;  she  w«a  1  1  - 

the  Indian  trade,  and  accompanying  him  ...  I  on  \\lnn-b«««  n  1 

monl  there,  she  sickened  and  died  with  the  smallpox   llnnd  ill  al  -  ,  ■ ■  ;  • 

an.i  burvlna  her  remains,    lie  bad  been  vaccinated  when  1   

lot  take*  hi  disease     lie  subsequently  married  an., he,  W.,„.,h:,tf..  •;■;»■;» -^7 

had  no  issue,  and  when  her  pen       migrated  west,  .1  8  eon,    «  led  I. .*■»  xMlh  t h.  m 

BO  Kasdnll  and  his  Indian  wife  cnl   a  hlank-d  In  Iwo.  ea.  h  Inklna  h  p.M.  tlx 

in  the  BUd.  Hawj  War  J*  ^T^l 
narrative.  In  Ills  trading  with  the  Indians,  he  did  not  I.  an>  nvan  •  "  • 
himself  to  liis  trading  establishment,  but  Would  pa.  k  S  >  •  '  •»    I *  * ' ^ 

an  I  would  make  a  tOUT  among  tUS  Indian  ;  .  «  nni In-U  rm rot,  ,  n,   ,  .   -    •*  •'; 

goods  for  skins  and  furs,    lie  obtained  his  P,ods  al  (.a    ,a      h,  .  he  .1 

his  furs  and  peltry,     Not   only  p-mies  wen-  u-,,1  f.„    parking  and  l.an«p-  On* 

/roods,  inii  Indiana  also.    , ,.  >M  ,  ,  ,i 

0  IH40,  he  nvms  man  i, si  to  Marv  Ann  I'll.  b;;r    In  ^  «'".  'Vw 

three  aona  Mr.  Raadall  died  a.  ids  home  a  ruken  <  reck  'JJ'J^^iSj 
June  Oth  18BT,  at  the  age  of  nearly  nitv        v.-..  «m  ''"'J'  . 

as  an  earl!  lYttlW  of  Dan,  ,,>,„,.  v.  hll  tfadlOf  idftOturol  irouri  tb«  PM'  I*** 
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and  so  I  burned  the  rag-baby  up.  But,  I  did  not  imagine,  at 
that  time,  that  there  ever  would  be  idiots  enough  in  Wiacoiisui 
to  select  those  very  same  degrading  reports,  and  publish  them 
to  the  world,  as  any  part  of  the  history  of  our  beautiful  State. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  make  a  note  of  the  first  born 
child  in  Madison — my  own  daughter,  born  September  Uth, 
1S37.  When  she  was  less  than  a  week  old,  Judge  Doty,  one 
of  the  Commissioners  for  the  erection  of  the  Capitol,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Board,  arrived  from  Green  Bay,  with  a  larg2 
sum  of  specie,  guarded  by  Capt.  John  Symington  and  a  squad 
of  soldiers  from  the  garrison  at  Fort  Howard,  accompanied  bv 
Charles  C.  Sholes,  an  early  editor  and  legislator  of  Wis- 
consin. They  put  up  at  our  house.  Doty  ordered  a  tabid 
spread  with  wine,  and  he  and  his  party  standing  around  it, 
as  solemn  as  a  funeral — prophetic  shadows  go  befon — sipped 
their  wine  and  named  the  young  babe  Wisconsiana.  Sim- 
eon Mills  said  as  my  boy's  name  was  Victor,  his  lister** 
name  should  be  Victoria — in  honor  of  the  young  queen, 
who  had,  but  a  few  weeks  before,  ascended  the  English 
throne;  so  that  name  was  added,  making  her  full  name  Wis- 
consiana  Victoria  Peck.* 

I  soon  got  weary  of  being  a  slave  to  everybody,  U  1  wo 


*  She.  has  been  married  several  years  to  Nelson  W.  Whee Vr.  Esq    I  prot 
attorney  at  law  at  Baraboo.    We  may  also  add,  in  this  connection,  thai  John 
Stoner  arrived  in  Madison  with  his  family.  Sept.  <».  1887..  making  the  third  fa« 
ily,  and  his  son,  James  Madison  Stoner.  born  Dec.  19,  1*:<7    was   (lie   Brat  nati 
child  horn  in  the  place — now  residing  In  Colorado,    Ills  name  was  -  II 
next  morning  after  the  birth  by  Oen.  S.  Mllta.    Mr.  Stoner  wan  born  In  Washii  Eton 
county,  Md.,"r>ec.  25,  171)1;  early  removed  lo  Pennsylvania,  theoct   to  Ne* 
and  finally  to  Fairport,  on  Lake  Erie,  and  thence  hack  i<>  Pennsylvania  :  served  In 
the  War  of  1812;  subsequently  married  and  settled  in  Ohio,  thence   rea   v  .i  • 
Madison.     Mr.  Stoner  died  in  Madison.  .Ian.  11.   1872,  at  the  ripe  i 

years.    I  lis  pioneer  log  cabin  was  on  tin1  lot  in  Second  wet  I 
Norwegian  Lutheran  church  now  stands. 

For  the  sake  of  preserving  some  additional  Interesting  facts  connected  with  the 
early  Feck  family  and  their  pioneer  house,  we  may  add.  that  the  flml  fwri 
in  Mndlson  was  dn'y  commemorated  at  their  hospitable  DOM  St  Rotlt  N<  I  ltd 
Mrs.  Feck  could  discourse  swe.l  music  from  the  violin;  Riid  s  dan 
rated,  which  lasted  two  days  and  two  nlehts.  In  th-s,.  d«\n.  with  l.m  n  w  «.V'v 
mall,  and  that  sometimes  Irregular  and  uncertain,  and  hut  four  f«mllle«  la  ttl 
place,  some  show  of  sociality  ami  good  cheer  became  aeceasarf  to  chas«  iwai  the 
ennui  thai  might  otherwise  have  crepl  In  durlnu:  the  long  and  I 

The  first  wedding  In  Madison  took  place  at  Mr  Peck     r>n  th<  1st  ol  vprll  IH.1H 
The  happy  bridegroom  was  .latins  S.  Toiler,  better  known  as  Ia»HU  P  u  r       li  1 
lank  fellow,  to  contradistinguish  him  from  lloraoi    V  h 
Potter;  and  the  hrlde  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Allen    who  work*  I  In   F  I 
General  Mills  procured  a  pretty  houquel  of  early  flowers  from  Iho  bUh  »«nd» 
ridge  dividing  Third  and  Dead  lakes,  to  grace  the  occaaloa  and  M     IN  • 
was  a  justice  of  the  pence,  tied  the  matrimonial  knot,  whir*1  wa*  t 
dance,  Mrs.  Peck  officiating  on  the  violin,  except  when  sh<  h<  ««if  trtpp.  i 

fully  over  the  floor,  when  Mr.  Feck  was  her  substitute.  Mr  Potter  remained  In 
Madison  until  his  death,  about  ISM     ami  his  wldo*  Ihh  lone  since  pa-nod  «*«r 

General  Mil  la,  Darwin  Clark,  and  Mra,  Prosper  h  Ulrd  w 
in  tonus  of  pleasant  remembrance  ol  this  ru'lmlilve  weddh 

adds,  that  t  he  spring  Of  1 838  opened  nnu.uallv  enrly,  Ol  he  would  i  1  >«■  '  » 
able  to  procure  the  beautiful  bompiet  of  wild  flowers  to  grarr  H»e  *<  M  >c  r"« '  *  *  *  i 
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finally  rented  our  tavern-stand  to  a  Mr,  Beam,*  and  turned 
our  attention  to  farming.  Having  previously  purchased  of 
Judge  Doty  eighty  acres  of  land,  a  mile  from  town,  we  had 
fenced  and  been  making  improvements  upon  it  for  two  yi 
when  Doty  called  upon  us  again;  and  what  do  you  think  he 
said  \  why,  forsooth,  that  he  had  made  a  mistake,  and  had 
deeded  us  the  wrong  piece  of  land,  and  that  we  had  been 
cultivating  a  farm  that  he  had  formerly  sold  to  a  Mr.  Larkin, 
and  we  must  give  it  up  and  take  another  wild  piece.  We 
did  so,  without  any  remuneration  whatever,  and  perfectly 
siek  at  heart  and  discouraged,  left  the  place,  and,  in  the  autumn 
of  1840,  arrived  at  Barahoo.  Our  nearest  white  neighbors 
here  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  Bluffs,  six  miles.  Land  on 
this  side  of  the  Wisconsin  river  was  not  as  yet  in  market. 
We  made  a  claim  of  a  mill  privilege,  and  settled  near  it  on 
one  side  of  the  Baraboo  river,  and  claimed  a  piece  of  farming 
land  on  the  other,  and  got  it  fenced,  and  a  larger  part  im- 
proved; then  my  husband  left,  under  the  pretence  of  going  to 
Oregon,  and  claiming  the  offers  of  Government  then  held  forth 
to  actual  settlers. 

From  that  time  I  have  struggled  alone  to  bring  up  mv  little 
family.  Other  settlers  soon  began  to  conic  into  the  place;  I 
received  numerous  families  into  my  house,  BOmetittU ifl  with 
seven  and  eight  children,  until  they  could  hunt  clain  -.  and 
frequently  sent  our  teams  to  assist  in  erecting  their  houses,  all 
without  charge — too  glad,  you  see,  to  get  neighbors,  Well,  it 
was  a  hard  place,  and  we  Strove  hard  to  live  for  »  769  long 
years  and  then  the  land  was  thrown  into  market;  and  BO  money 
to  be  got,  a  great  many  were  deficient  in  the  means  to  cuter 
their  land;  finally,  the  mill  privilege  and  land  that  we  were 
residing  on  was  entered  from  under  n*  by  n  speculator,  and 
then  a  drunken  man  broke  into  the  house  and  drove  us  out, 
and  destroyed  everything  in  it  that  he  could,  and  threw  the 

rest,  out  of  doors.  1  took  my  children  and  went  M  the  neigh- 
bors, and  never  lived  in  the  house  again.  1  soon  got  a  hoard 
shanty  put  up  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  mar  our  im 

•  Kobrrt  i,  Reta,  tbi  tattatc  of  Mlat  flatM  Mil.  I*  3** 

boi'D  in  M nd Ifc'OIl, 
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proved  part  of  the  claim,  and  moved  into  it.  I  then  went  to 
the  Land  Office  to  try  and  get  a  pre-emption  on  my  improve- 
ments, but  was  informed  that  I  must  bring  proof  of  my  hus- 
band's death,  or  I  could  have  no  pre-emption.  I  immediately 
wrote  to  my  parents,  residing  in  York  State,  requesting  them 
to  send  money  to  enter  my  farm.  They  sent  it,  but  while  on 
its  way  hither,  a  man  named  Brown,  then  residing  at  White- 
water, came  here  to  visit  his  parents,  and  my  farm  taking  his 
fancy,  he  immediately  went  to  the  Land  Office  and  entered  it. 
The  settlers  had  previously  formed  a  Claim  Society,  and  had 
their  officers  all  elected — Esq.  Crawford,  President — and  a 
constitution  framed  and  published.  One  of  its  articles  was, 
"that  if  any  actual  settler  had  his  improvements  entered  from 
him,  there  should  be  a  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
purchaser,  and  endeavor  to  repurchase."  Finally  Brown  re- 
turned to  Baraboo  and  I  had  an  interview  with  him.  He  -aid 
I  could  have  it  back  by  paying  him  sixty  dollars  more  than  be 
gave.  It  has  been  asserted  by  some,  that  I  refused  to  pay  his 
price,  but  it  is  false.  I  informed  him  that  my  money  had  ar- 
rived;  this  being  Saturday,  he  said  he  would  call  on  Monday 
morning,  and  complete  a  settlement  with  me;  and  30  thai  same 
morning  our  Claim  Society  met,  chose  their  committee  t"  wait 
on  him,  provided  he  did  not  settle  with  inc.  The  committee 
waited  for  him  to  fulfil  his  promise  (I  \va9  informed)  until 
noon,  and  learning  that  he  had  not  called,  they  Wenl  t«>  see  bim, 
and  fount]  that  he  had  already  sloped  toward  the  Land  Office, 
as  was  supposed,  to  enter  another  claim.  They  followed,  and 
overtook  him  at  Sauk  Prairie,  and  waited  Upon  bim  bark  tWO 
or  three  miles  toward  Baraboo,  intending  to  have  bim  fatal 
his  promise,    lie  finally  voluntarily  proposed  to  Lr"  back  to 

Sauk  village,  take  his  money,  and  deed  1 1 1< -  land  OVer,  Chey 

concluded  to  let  him  do  so.    Two  or  three  of  the  committee 

went  baek  with  him  for  thai  purpose;  the  rest  returned  to 
Barab<  ><  >. 

Brown  and  the  two  or  three  witnesses  went  before  Baoj.  T.e- 
land,  and  goi  the  deed  executed.  Lei  and  asked  Brown  it  it 
was  bis  own  voluntary  act.  lie  said  yes.  It  it  b.nl  not  Ixvn,  be 
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could  have  just  as  well  said  110,  as  he  was  before  power  Legally 
authorized  to  command  the  peace;  supposing  that  they  h^d 
previously  had  him  in  duress,  there  was  no  compulsion  at 
that  time.  The  witnesses  paid  my  money  over  to  him,  and  be 
authorized  Leland  to  take  charge  of  it  until  he  (Brown)  called 
for  it — but  he  never  called.  Brown  wrote  to  me  to  go  to  Le- 
land and  get  my  money,  as  I  could  not  have  the  land.  He 
waited  two  years,  until  two  witnesses  to  the  deed  had  gone  to 
California,  then  threw  it  into  chancery  to  make  a  fore 
of  it  ;  and  after  adjournments  and  appeals  for  four  or  five  v 
our  beautiful  Court  of  Equity  at  Madison  pronounced  it  all 
Brown's — fences,  improvements,  everything — and  mulcted  me 
in  the  cost  of  some  hundreds  of  dollars.  Now,  according  to 
Leland's  testimony,  there  was  no  force.  Their  other  point, 
or  quibble  was,  that  he  had  never  received  the  money.  Then, 
what  business  had  he  to  put  my  money  into  another's  posses- 
sion. Well,  Leland  retains  the  money  yet,  although  I  have 
called  on  him  a  number  of  times  since  to  baud  ir  over.  True, 
Brown  had  a  right  by  United  States  law  to  cuter  it;  he  had 
also  a  right  to  deed  it. 

After  I  lost  my  improvements,  I  sold  my  last  0OW8,  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  and  fifteen  dollars  apiece,  and  thereby  raised 
money,  and  bought  the  piece  of  land  1  now  live  on,  and  after- 
wards entered  some  more;  but  could  neper  gel  si 
enough,  besides  supporting  my  family,  to  make  improvements 
on  any  part  of  it  until  within  the  last  three  years, 

But  the  robbing  is  not  all  done  yet,  for  within  the  laal  yeai 
I  owned  a  delightful  little  grove  <>f  timber,  oonsistin 
three  hundred  trees,  mostly  large  forest  shades,  situated  00  a 

beautiful  elevated  building  lot  iu  town,  near  the  bankl  of  th« 

Baraboo  river,  reserved  for  my  own  use,  where,  it  my  lire  was 

spared  long  enough,  I  anticipated  building  a  snug  lit  lie  nvd- 
dencu  to  die  in.     And  during  a  fre^bet  la^t  sprint;  some  two 

or  three  hundred  citizens,  with  twenty  or  thirty  teams,  cut  the 

whole  of  it  down,  and,  without  saying  "by  your  leave/'  h*ulr*i 
and  rolled  them  into  tho  Baruboo  river  io  save  a  flouring  mill, 
valued  at  twenty-five  Off  thirty  thousand   dollar*  o\vn«*l  l\v 
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some  of  our  rich  capitalists;  and  they  saved  it,  and  do  you 
think  that  either  of  the  proprietors  or  those  who  committed  the 
trespass,  have  called  on  me  to  say,  "Thank  you,  madam?" 
Not  a  bit  of  it.    If  they  had  offered  me  their  mill,  water  priv- 
ilege and  all,  at  that  time,  I  should  have  been  reluctant  to 
make  the  exchange,  for  if  I  owned  a  mill,  somebody  would  be 
sure  to  steal  the  grist  and  toll  both.    Now  this  was  robbing 
Peter  to  pay  Paul,  with  a  vengeance.    And  so,  friend  C, 
my  whole  life,  it  seems,  thus  far  has  been  spent  in  striving  to 
accumulate  for  others'  benefit;  and  if  I  am  taxed  in  future  as 
•formerly  on  what  little  I  do  possess,  I  think  when  I  leave  the 
world,  I  shall  leave  the  young  Peck — half  bushel  concern — 
quite  independent.    However,  they  (the  half  bushels)  can  go 
in  future  to  Madison,  and  visit  our  Historical  Institution,  and 
find  their  mother  immortalized  by  feeding  old  FeathestOO* 
haugh  with  great,  fat,  square  chunks  of  pork.    That  will  prob- 
ably be  some  consolation  to  them  and  their  future  progeny, 

I  see  in  their  last  issue  they  are  calling  loudly  for  contribu- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  fire-proof  building,  t<>  pre- 
serve their  relics  and  archives.    They  are  perhaps  fearful  that 
I  shall  become  an  incendiary;  and  I  presume  I  should,  ii'  I 
could  be  sure  their  interesting  history  about  me  was  all  collected 
within  the  building.    I  have  not  troubled  Madison,  excepl  on 
business,  since  I  resided  there,  although  they  nave  gol  up  - 
pioneer  festivals.    I  presume  if  I  had  attended,  1  should  have 
heard  Peatherstonhaugh's  hardships  spoken  of  twice  to  mine 
onco.    Nor  have  I  contradicted  their  reports  through  tlx  pn  18, 
when  stealing  my  thunder  by  representing  their  favorites  as 
being  tki  first  settlers,  to  get  them  elected  t"  omoes  1 
called  there,  however,  three  or  four  yeara  igo  by  Johnson  if 
Puller,  of  the  Picture  Gallery,  to  have  my  own  ami  children's 

pictures  taken,  to  be  put  in  a  great  flczlo  book  they  were 

ting  up.     Well,  we  procured  livery  conveyance  at  I  In*  rato  «'t 

throe  <>r  four  dollars  a  day,  in  the  montti  Aaron,  mm  ifai 
getting  stuck  in  the  mud  a  few  timos,  with  sundry  break  downs 
and  detentions,  wo  arrived  th  iv  the  third  day,  and  put  up  it 
a  hotel;  went  into  a  receiving  room,  picked  up  a  little  book 
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about  four  inches  by  six — lying  on  the  table,  "Madison  Direct* 
ory  of  1855,"  and  commenced  reading — and  there  it  was,  little 
Mrs.  Peck,  fiddler,  little  Mrs.  Peck  tiddler,  bah!  did  you  evei 
see  such  trash!  I  ascertained  the  author — the  old  granny — I 
suppose  he  usurped  my  shoes  after  I  left  the  place.  Well,  we 
were  detained  there  three  days;  went  to  the  Picture  Gallery  and 
had  our  pictures  taken.  Madison's  first  heir  sat  fur  an  extra 
one  to  put  in  a  locket  she  carried  with  her — they  charged  her 
a  dollar.  They  then  wished  me  to  subscribe  twenty  dpilars 
one  of  their  big  books.  I  replied  that  our  expenses  would  be 
enormous  enough  in  gratifying  them  with  our  beautiful  pro- 
files, without  incurring  it  further.  In  returning  home,  we  g ,r 
stuck  twice  over  the  hubs  in  mud,  hired  teams  to  assist  in  haul- 
ing horses,  carriage  with  ourselves  out;  procured  another,  with 
carriage  to  convey  us  to  Lodi,  and  another  team  to  take  our 
broken  carriage  along,  and  after  a  couple  more  days  oi 
tion  in  getting  a  new  axletree  and  other  repairs,  we  arrived 
home;  and  in  casting  up  expenses,  it  was  in  the  neighborhood 
of  fifty  dollars.  So  much  for  gratifying  the  public  with  our 
faces. 

I  think  that  Madison  ought  to  be  perfectly  satisfied  with 
our  eating  and  drinking  them  to  the  tune  of  nearly  a  thousand 
dollars  over  and  above  all  proceeds  of  the  old  house  the  first 
year-  without  permitting  history,  principally  manufactured 
within  its  own  precincts,  to  cast  indignities  on  its  first  house 
or  its  first  occupants — especially  as  one  of  the  ofnci  ra  "t  their 
Historical  Society  used  to  keep  "bach"  in  a  little  seven  by- 
nine  log  Post  Office,  and  was  frequently  helped  at  my  table, 
to  keep  soul  and  body  together. 

It  has  also  been  asserted  through  die  preti  it  different  limes, 
that  my  daughter  had  been  presented  with  town  lots  f<  r  bet 
name,  and  being  the  first  bom  there]  but  it  i  ;  sll  false.  Al 
though,  no  doubt  they  would  like  t<>  astonish  the  world  with  an 
idea  of  their  bountiful  generosity,  -lie  nev<  r  ree  ived  ill'  value 

of  a  cent's  worth. 

And  now,  friend  0.,  you  must  be  satisfied  with  tin*  *l^rt 

answer  to  your  request     A I  some  future  lime.  I  may  pn»ba 
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bly  give  you  tea  thousand  little  incidents  in  regard  to  the 
hardships  and  privations  endured  in  taking  the  lead  in  a  E 
tier  settlement.  And,  as  one  foot  is  in  the  grave  and  the  other 
soon  will  be,  I  hope  they  will  let  me  alone  in  the  future, 
putting  fiying-pans  to  bed,  and  decoctions  of  acorns,  tincture 
of  myrrh,  half  bushels,  gimcracks,  museums,  bolting  pork, 
etc.,  in  my  retirement,  poverty  and  glory. 

As  you  are  frequently  corresponding,  friend  C,  with  histori- 
ans, and  as  they  have  just  published  some  of  my  progeny's 
birth,  transpiring  years  ago,  in  advance,  T  wish  you  to  request 
them  to  immediately  publish  their  death,  as  they  anticipate 
dying  at  some  future  time. 


Ho,  Madison 
And  its  once  starved  and  hungry  crew, 

With  stomachs  expanded  so  wide, 
Who  now,  in  their  pride,  can  gulp  down  their  stew, 
And  oysters,  and  turkeys  beside. 

They  should 

Look  back  a  few  years,  and  remember  their  mother, 

Who  perspired  to  give  them  relief, 
And  have  charity  more  for  sister  and  brother, 

Whilst  gorging  their  pie,  cakes  and  beef. 

R.  Peck.4 


*  We  may  add  in  this  connection,  that  the  first  house  of  M  whim 
Mr.  Peck  and  family  were  the  primitive  occupants  and  to  which  Robert  L  BMM 

succeeded  as  "mime  host"  in  tin-  spring  of  IStfS,  and  in  which  Mlsa  Vlnnle  [team 
was  born,  was  torn  down  in  1857.  It  had  a  notable  history  during  Ita  twentj 
years'  existence.  1    l"  " 
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Early  Reminiscences  of 
Madison" 

By  J.  G.  Knapp 

Your  Society  has,  by  its  Lecture  Committee,  requested  me 
"to  prepare  some  paper  011  my  pioneer  life  in  this  town,  and 
of  those  who  were  here  even  before  me;"  and  that  I  should  write 
out  such  Madisonian  reminiscences  as  I  could,  and  read  them 
before  you.  While  I  fully  acknowledge  the  gratification  which 
I  feel  in  this  flattering  notice,  I  must  confess  to  some  surprise 
at  the  selection  your  committee  has  made  of  the  person,  and 
that  they  had  not  centered  upon  some  other  and  bettor  quali- 
fied individual;  one  who,  having  mingled  in  the  first  migra- 
tions, had  more  opportunities  for  information,  into  wh<  Be  HM  Bb 
ory  facts  were  burnt  by  participation  in  the  actions  themselves  ; 
and  who  could  just  as  well,  and  even  better,  record  rec 
of  those  ancient  times. 

I  say  ancient  times,  for  the  age  of  a  place  or  country  de- 
pends more  upon  what  progress  it  has  made,  than  upon  the 
years  that  have  passed  by  since  its  first  settlement  We  have 
a  striking  instance  of  this  in  the  territory  of  Now  Mexico. 
Two  hundred  and  seventy  years  ago,  Don  .hum  do  Ofiatfl  led 
a  large  colony  across  the  Rio  Grande,  giving  the  uai 
Paso  led  Norto  (the  northern  passage),  t<>  At  ford  and  nar- 
row valley  of  that  river;  and  after  trnvolit^  up  tho  ?ftine 
three  hundred  and  forty  miles,  planted  the  town 
do  San  Francisco  (Holy  Faith  of  Saint  Francisco),  upon  the 

site  of  an  Indian  Pueblo.     During  the  first        '    |  > 

the  settlement  of  that  province  by  Ofiate,  mote  people  bad 
migrated  from  the  Bouthorn  province  m  \'<  w  M« 


•  Rend  before  1  t»o  Society,  Jul)  12,  1806 
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taken  up  their  residence  in  Wisconsin  in  the  same  number  of 
years,  after  the  first  lead  miners  entered  it  To-day,  the  last  is 
one  of  the  first  States  of  the  Union,  with  its  million  of  inhab- 
itants, known  over  all  the  world;  the  other  is  almost  a  ierra  in- 
cognita: a  new  country;  forming  a  spot  on  the  maps,  but  with 
the  words  "unexplored  region"  written  on  one-half  its  surface, 
and  unknown  even  to  the  geographer,  the  historian,  and 
scarcely  understood  by  the  government  placed  over  it. 

Madison,  on  this  same  principle,  is  an  ancient  city  compared 
to  its  neighbors,  the  "City  of  the  Four  Lakes,"  East  Madison, 
Mandamus,  and  others,  which  might  be  named;  although  the 
maps  show  *hat  they  started  simultaneously  on  the  voyage  of 
time,  with  equal  chances  of  success.  How  wide  the  difference 
now ! 

Mr.  President,  you  have  seen  fit  to  honor  me  with  your  call, 
who  am  myself  neither  author,  poet  nor  orator,  known  to  fame; 
and  it  is  mine  to  do  what  I  can  towards  snatching  some  scraps 
from  the  great  gulf  of  forgetfulness.  You  have,  however, 
spared  me  the  difficulties  which  might  have  surrounded  me, 
in  condensing  in  a  short  hour  the  recollections  which  cluste  r 
around  days  when  we  lived  without  law  or  government ;  be- 
fore Wisconsin  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  Territorial  tutelage, 
by  the  General  Government.  And  I  can  pass  river  in  sflenee 
my  trips  by  land  on  foot,  horseback  and  in  carriage*,  by  trail  I 
in  the  light  birch  bark,  or  tottling  "dug-OUt,"  wh<  re  i  uk  m* 
paddled  his  own  canoe;  my  encamping*  on  the  broad  prairies, 
and  in  the  dense  woods,  sometimes  with  the  naked  earth,  and 
again  with  hemlock  boughs,  covering  the  BUOW8,  for  I  bed, 
and  a  single  blanket  for  a  cover;  now  wading  BWamfM  and 
swollen  streams,  and  then  on  clumsy  ttOWthoea,  ptodtog 
over  the  deep  snows,  and  through  ieM  1»Oodaj  MlMtiMi 
with  company,  more  often  alone;  now  lodging  in  the  bouee  M 

Eowan,  or  other  early  settler,  and  then  with  the  Indian.  In 

his  flag  wigwam.     Yon  allow  me  to  pas-;  all  these,  and  I 
begin  at  November,  1S86,  frhen  Judge  Poty  brought  J"bn 
V.  Suydam  from  Green  Bay,  and  aided  by  tin  Government 
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meanders  and  survey  notes,  and  with  one  day's  rexjonnois.sance 
they  contrived  the  plot  of  the  present  town. 

But  while  you  have  allowed  me  to  pass  over  these  days  and 
things  in  other  parts  of  Wisconsin,  you  have  but  increased  the 
difficulties  which  surround  me  by  this  same  limiting  me  to 
write  of  men  and  things,  the  weekly  and  daily  occurrences'  of 
which  have  been  caught  up  in  the  newspapers  which  have  been 
published  here  since  December,  1838.  My  field  is  where  every 
mis-statement  of  fact  and  date  can  be  at  once  detected  and  cor- 
rected. Most  places  have,  far  back  on  the  page  of  time,  an 
age  where  poetry  can  take  the  place  of  history.  But  Ma  I 
has  no  such  period.  All  here  is  matter  of  fact,  knotty,  hard, 
iron-bourd,  preserved  in  archives  more  enduring  than  bra  —  . 
With  such  facts  you  call  on  me  to  deal  tonight. 

How  Madison  was  made  the  Capital  of  Wisconsin  U  matter 
of  history — whether  the  whole  truth  will  be  written,  I  can:, 
tell;  the  records  of  deeds  show  that  members  of  the  Legislature, 
who  met  at  Belmont,  became  large  owners  of  lots  in  fcfadiaon, 
then  without  an  inhabitant ;  and  Legislative  journals  r 
some  of  these  men  by  a  strange  coincidence  voted  thai  Mil; 
son  should  be  the  seat  of  government  for  Wisconsin  l 
Time  has  demonstrated  that  the  place  was  well  chosen. 

At  that  time  lithographers  were  110  nearer  than  New  York 
city,  and  as  copies  of  town  plats  could  only  be  multiplied  by 
pen  and  ruler,  and  traders  in  town  lots. wanted  maps,  with  *oJ 
without  embellishments,  T  received  considerable  employment 
during  that  winter,  in  making  maps  of  Mad  i  SOIL 

Then  the  "City  of  Four  Lakes"  bad  a  very  decided  advao 
tage  over  Madison.  That  city  owned  mostly  by  Virginia 
gentlemen,  had  houses  and  people;  Madison  had  ao  lueh  lux 
uries,  but  it  had  an  energetic  piv.pri.Mm-.  1  ;  one  is  a 
city  with  a  mayor  and  common  council,  four-storied  stoue  nnd 
brick  blocks,  with  moss  on  the  roofs,  railroads,  Nicholson  pave- 
ments, McAdamized  streets,  sidewalks  and  itoned  guttata, 
plenty  of  debts  and  taxes,  thronged  streets  with  awae,  dust 
and  jostlings  of  business,  conflagrations  and  lire  onpm*.  U 
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has  also  a  Capitol,  with  good  rooms  for  use,  and  rooms  of  doubt- 
ful, or  of  no  use  at  all.  All  richly  ornamented  with  architec- 
tural beauty  within  and  without.  It  will  be  finished  some  day , 
and  perhaps  have  pictures  in  the  dome,  painted  by  a  man  in 
whose  name  "i"  sounds  like  ue"  consisting  of  Grecian  and 
Egyptian  deities  mingled  with  men  of  America;  and  which 
shall  put  all  criticism  at  defiance,  unless  the  painter  shall  also 
write  under  it,  "This  is  an  ox,  and  this  is  a  horse."  The  other 
city  is  a  wheat  field,  or  grown  up  to  brush,  with  less  bona  - 
than  it  had  in  183G. 

My  first  recollections  of  actually  seeing  Madison  and  its 
surroundings  carry  me  back  to  the  summer  of  1838,  when  af- 
ter a  rapid  recognizance  for  a  canal  from  Waupun  to  the  head 
of  Duck  creek,  I  came  to  Madison  as  a  delegate  to  a  Territorial 
Congressional  Convention.  Our  road  then  ran  on  the  west 
eide  of  the  Fourth  lake  (the  lakes  were  numbered,  and  had  no 
special  names  in  those  days),  and  over  the  high  prairies  in  the 
western  part  of  West  port  and  Vienna,  coming  in  at  the  papec 
"City  of  Four  Lakes,"  through  Mandamus  and  around  the 
south  end  of  the  lake,  so  as  to  enter  the  present  road  near  the 
stone  quarry. 

But  two  roads,  then  led  from  the  Capitol  out  of  town,  the 
one  west  partly  along  State  street  and  University  avenue,  to 
near  the  residence  of  A.  E.  Brooks.    There  it  parted,  One  run- 
ning southwest,  leading  towards  Green  county;  the  ether  DOOr 
tinned  west  beyond  the  second  railroad  culvert,  at  which  place 
it  branched  for  Blue  Mounds  and  Fort  Winnebago*  Tb  1 
county  road  branched  again  beyond  the  Deed  Lake,  for  Hume's 
Ferry  over  Rock  river.    Janesville  was  then  sea  reel y  i 
This  then,  and  long  after,  was  the  road  to  Rook  nnd  Wttl  I 
counties.    The  east  road  forded  the  Oatfch  river  n-   <K  wh.-re 
the  bridge  now  is,  and  branching  soon  aft*  r,  on<  led  to  Oottags 

Grove  where  it;  again  parted,  one  to  Lake  Mills;  and  tl  thi  r 

to  Fort  Atkinson.  The  main  track  followed  near  the  present 
road  to  Sun  Prairie,  and  thence  to  Lake  Mills  by  way  of  Mar- 
shall, then  called  "Bird's  Ruins."*     It  was  by  thi*  line,  the 


•Bird's  Ruins  had  Its  narno  In  this  *U*l    It  M  b#t«  olwrveil  Uf  W 
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first  workmen  arrived  here  from  Milwaukee.  Near  the  "'76" 
farm,  an  Indian  trail  ran  by  the  Prairie  House.  Horace  Law- 
rence lived  there  then,  in  a  little  house,  keeping  '''bach." 
This  was  the  only  house  between  Madison  and  Rowan's.  The 
trail  crossed  Token  creek  a  mile  above  the  present  village,  and 
then  ran  over  the  prairies,  striking  the  military  road  at  Row- 
an's, now  Poynette.  By  this  trail  I  returned  from  Madison. 
Then  there  were  no  roads  in  the  direction  of  Columbus,  Beaver 
Dam,  and  Waupun.  In  fact  those  towns  were  then  unsettled, 
and  the  lands  unentered  at  the  land  office. 

Before  the  whites  had  seen  the  country  of  the  Four  Lakes, 
it  was  the  favorite  hunting  grounds  of  the  Winnebagoes  and 
Sacs,  and  as  long  as  possible,  they  kept  the  pale  face  from  the 
same.  Though  they  gave  up  the  mining  lands,  they  dung  to 
the  lakes.  At  the  time  of  the  Black  Hawk  War,  few  if  any 
white  men  had  been  allowed  to  vome  within  this  fav< 
region.  The  day  the  war  broke  out,  was  a  sad,  B  fatal  dav  to 
tht  Indian  paradise  The  irresistible  march  of  the  Ctamsiav 
over  the  continent  of  America,  and  especially  through  the 
United  States  must  sooner  or  later  have  reached  thifl 
and  trampled  the  Indians  out  of  existence.  But  this  war. 
instead  of  staying  the  advancing  hosts,  on'v  aec<  lerated  their 
progress. 

Gen.  Dodge,  with  his  rangers,  had  routed  the  Indian-  under 
the  Prophet  on  the  Peckatonica,  and  following  their  nail  by 
Lake  Koshkonong  and  Bock  river,  to  near  the  mouth  ol  the 
Crawfish,  they  suddenly  turned  to  the  west  through  bake  Hills, 
passed  through  and  among  tbe  marshes  of  Deerfidd  and  Ool 
tage  Grove,  and  struck  the  north  end  of  Third  Lake  In  the 
timber  between  tbe  country  residence  of  tht  H<*L  Sts*  B 
Mills  and  the  Catfish  bridge,  the*  lbo  Ford,  be  OfSjltOOfc  the 
rear  guard  of  the  flying  foe.     Here  SB  Indian  «  ■dad, 


Bird's  party  who  passed  there  tn  Jane,  1887,  that  It  would  make  n  d«<«lril-if  »o<^ 

tion :  and  ns  Bird's  Trace  waa  for  aom€  time  the  only  "•»';'  «;f  tr*v.  \  i  .  ,«..mi 

Milwaukee  and  Madison.  Zenjja  H.  Bird,  n  brothel  of  '  •    'n'    '   '  !   ;  ' 
email  building  In  Madaon,  about  tbe  spring  of  IH:io,  and  re.  rete.l  it  m   h.  . , 
log  of  Waterloo  erttk,  and  moved  there  with  a  ue« 

that  locality,  and  put  Up  a  nmeh  larger  frame  for  n  l.ou...  .         \  x    the  •"«'»•»» 

of  that  year,  other  routes  of  travel  began  to  '  P-"'<l    and  U'    '  lr"'  'J*"™1"* 

the  prospvets  as  unpromising,  .ahandoned  the  premise*   and  t.m.n.d  ,  *  ' 

and  left  to  the  net  Ion  of  storms  and  weather,  Ibr    .ulldltitf  In  the    ■       -  « 

or  three  yeara,  fell  to  the  ground    and  bence  the  ,  in. « ,(.!,,. *" 
The  village  of  Hanchettvllfe,  iduw  changed  to  Mnryhnl  ■  I  ; 

them,    Mr.  Bird,  iw  early  notel  keeper,  died  In  Madltoi  i 
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who  crept  away  and  hid  himself  in  the  thick  willows  and 
alders  about  where  the  Catfish  now  debouches  into  the  lake, 
where  he  died.  In  the  spring  of  1839  I  saw  nearly  all  his 
bones  lying  where  he  had  fallen;  and,  for  many  year-  later, 
some  of  them  remained  on  the  spot.  The  rangers  had  Dot 
found  and  buried  him,  even  if  he  were  dead  when  they  pasa  d 
through  the  town. 

Another  Indian  was  shot  dead  on  the  bank  of  the  lake,  near 
Blair  street,  and  was  wrapped  in  his  blanket,  and  buried  where 
he  fell.  This  grave  was  well  known  to  the  early  settlers  as 
late  as  1842;  after  which  it  became  effaced  more  or  less  by 
travel  and  other  causes.  On  the  20th  of  June,  18GG,  thirty- 
four  years  afterwards,  the  Union  newspaper  published  the  fol- 
lowing notice  of  an  Indian  grave,  which  I  at  first  thought  might 
have  been  this,  but  on  examination  I  find  it  is  not: 

"Indian  Remains.— -In  grading  a  lot  near  Sprecher's  Brew- 
ery, yesterday,  the  workmen  brought  to  the  surface  the  remains 
of  a  human  skeleton,  probably  that  of  an  Indian.  A  few  Btonea 
were  found  above  the  remains,  but  no  indications  existed  ol 
there  ever  having  been  a  coffin.  The  bones  crumbled  on  I 
exposed  to  the  air,  indicating  their  long  burial.  There  is  no 
rest  to  the  dead,  when  they  seek  it  along  the  line  of  American 
civilization  and  improvement." 

As  these  lakes  were  the  favorite  hunting  and  fishing  grounds, 
so  they  were  the  burial  place  of  the  Indian  dead,  and  many 
other  Indian  remains  will  from  time  to  time  be  broughl 
light,  and  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  to  hear,  at  any  time, 
that  he  whom  the  rangers  buried  where  he  fell,  «raa  again  dis- 
interred. 

The  "Mack  Hawk  War  kid  open  the  lake  country  r  the 
eye  of  the  whir<>  man,  and  the  treaty  m:i<le  10013  ai't<  r  with  tfa 
Winnebagoes,  put  an  end  to  the  Indian  title.  Pot  v. 
wards  those  people,  then  BUbdued  by  fear  of  the  prow,  <  .  i  the 
whites,  returned  to  their  old  haunts  in  Search  ol  tlx  gam  «nd 
iish  with  which  (lie  lands  and  waters  teemed, 

In  1837,  A.  A.   Bird,  the  acting  building  (\»tninissionrr, 
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with  a  party  of  workmen,  came  from  Milwaukee  to  Madison, 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  up  the  Capitol.  They  made  their 
road  as  nearly  due  west  as  they  could,  through  an  almost 
unexplored  and  roadless  country,  and  where  they  might  be  ex- 
pected to  meet  with  all  kinds  of  obstacles  to  impede  their 
march.  Little  more  was  done  that  year  than  to  build  ho  ifl  - 
for  their  workmen,  some  of  which  were  not  of  the  highest  or- 
der of  architecture;  since  little  or  no  lumber  could  be  pro- 
cured, except  such  as  was  cut  with  the  whip  saw.* 

But  preparations  were  made  for  commencing  the  work  in 
earnest  the  following  year.  The  steam  mill  was  erected.  Two 
scows  for  transporting  stone  from  McBride's  Point,  with  which 
the  walls  of  the  Capitol  were  to  be  constructed,  were  built; 
the  ground  for  the  Capitol  was  staked  off,  and  the  foundation 
partly  laid.  The  act  making  Madison  the  capital  also  fixed 
the  location  of  the  building,  as  was  supposed,  on  Bectionfl 
13,  14,  23  and  24,  or  on  the  exact  center  of  the  Public 
Square.  But  as  the  post  of  the  section  corners  was  found 
standing  on  the  west  edge  of  the  level  of  the  Square,  01 
where  the  ground  begins  to  descend  to  the  west;  Ibe  ground 
for  the  foundation  was  so  staked  oil"  that  tiie  corners  should  be 
under  the  west  door  and  not  in  the  centre  of  the  building. 
Moreover  the  west  wall  was  not  placed  upon  the  section  lines; 
consequently  both  these  causes  operated  to  throw  the  «  •  - 
away  from  a  coincidence  with  all  the  streets  ol  the  Olty.  lull 
divergence  became  more  apparent  in  the  new  and  enlarged 
Capitol  than  in  the  old,  since  its  location  has  been  governed  b| 
the  same  lines. 

The  houses  and  cabins  for  the  workmen  WS«  ■  -tly  built 
near  the  Third  lake,  and  in  the  vicinitv  of  King  street.  T 
think  but  one  of  the  bouses  built  in   IBM  LI  i< 
that  has  been  removed  from  its  original  Bite. 

In  the  summer  of  1838,  the  workmen  under  the  direotio 


•la  the  summer  of  1837,  William  A.  Wlioelrr,  a  mi  l-WTlftel  M 
was  engaged  in  the  erection  <>f  a  Btenm  »nwmlll,  mi  Mi«»  l>nnk       I  o.,-  m 
a  little  wi'Hfof  I  In*  foot  of  llutler  stnvt  ;  but  mm  Hi.'  PDfflOC  and  other  machinery 

had  to  be  brought  from  Detroit,  it  was  not  tni  aNoh 

It  was  set  in  operation.  Darwin  Clark  aided  In  tn«  erectloo  of 'Ula  mill.  m««h 
of  th«  timber  us.-.i  in  ibe  building  of  tna  aid  capltol  was  ma  l 
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A.  A.  Bird,  the  acting  Commissioner,  and  James  Morrison,* 
the  contractor,  were  busy  in  putting  up  the  walls  of  the  Capi- 
tol;  and  when  I  saw  them  they  had  just  raised  them  to  the 
wmduw  sills  of  the  second  story.  Then  the  old  steam  mill 
was  busy  in  sawing  up  the  oaks,  which  were  freely  cut  from 
the  lands  around,  without  regard  to  ownership.  I  suppose  it 
was  difficult  at  all  times  to  find  the  lines  between  differ*  at 
owners;  and  the  timber  was  wanted  for  public  use.  Yet  I 
have  many  doubts  about  full  compensation  being  made  to  the 
proprietors.  At  any  rate  all  went  into  the  construction  of  the 
Capitol,  which  did  not  go  somewhere  else;  and  as  the  diffi- 
culties of  tracing  timber  after  it  has  been  sawed,  are  greatly 
increased,  so  we  are  bound  to  believe,  that  these  like  all  otber 
early  pioneers,  respected  the  rights  of  absent  proprietors.  The 
scow  was  making  its  daily  trips  with  loads  of  stone  from  Eagle 
(Mc "Bride's)  Point,  to  its  wharf  on  the  Madison  side. 

The  Winnebago  calling  himself  a  Pottawatamie  (for  Indi- 
ans can  practice  deceit  or  tell  lies,  when  it  is  supposed  to  be 
for  their  advantage),  returned  from  where  he  had  been  remov- 
ed, and  again  shot  his  canoe  across  our  waters,  in  pursuit  of 
fish  and  ducks.  Those  were  days  when  ducks  did  not  run 
the  gauntlet  of  shot-guns,  as  at  present,  but  remained  b«  W 
during  the  summer,  and  reared  their  young.  Others  than  In- 
dians, also,  sought  food  from  the  blue  water-  of  the  lakes. 
There  were  white  men  who  often  started  out  in  the  morning 
with  full  knowledge  that  their  dinner  depended  upon  fish  1 1 
be  caught.  Fish  from  the  lakes  and  game  from  the  land,  with 
such  pork  as  they  could  get  from  the  State  of  [llinois,  Or  from 
Milwaukee,  constituted  almost  the  entire  food  of  the  pioneers. 
As  men  bad  not  then  heard  of  the  dreadful  tWcfctfM9,  10  tb.  v 

♦Colonel  Morrison  was  ix>m  Id  Kaskaakla,  IUIdoIs,  In  Beptember,  17SS  Bti 
father,  William  Morrison,  was  a  native  of  Mucks  county,  I'ennti.vlvni 
mother  was  a  French  lady.  In  early  life,  Colonel  Morrison  van  menard  wlih 
his  father,  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  fur-tradt.  Re  removed  to  Wisconsin  In  1827, 
and  liis  first  im.siness  was  a  lead  miner  ami  smelter  ai  I'orter's  Urove,  n.nr 
Dodge-villa.    He  came  to  Madison  In  the  spring  <>r  ls.ns,  when  he  immedistHv 

engaged  In  business     was  Contractor  for  nulldlng  the  eapltol  :  In   is  v 

the  American  House,  ami  WlUI  long  I  prominent  cltlsen  of  MldlsoO      1 1 J  >li«l  SjOl 

move  his  family  here  till  near  the  close  of  I8?H)      Hi   w;<-    I'.i  i  ii.-t  Trenmirrr 

under  <iov.  Doty's  ami  Tallmadge's  administrations,  from   1841   to  is<"  ii<* 

(lied  In  Madison,   Pec    23d,   1800,  it  little  over  llXtj  one   \  o.h  *    if  IM       O.    «  .« 

highly  respected  ami  was  the  owner  of  a  large  landed  proiwrt.i  in  Wisconsin  dm 

Soil  and  St.  Louis.  lie  left  a  widow,  who  lins  slneo  |>n s s-«  il  nw.n  ni.d  Ihtro 
daughters     000  the  eslimahle  lady  of  Hon    N    W    Dean,  ».f  sfadlSOD 
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had  no  fears  of  those  invisible  monsters  before  their  eyes.  Then 
salted  pork,  smoked  pork,  pork  fed  on  com,  pork  fatted  on 
acorns,  pork  built  up  with  roots  gathered  in  the  woods  and 
bogs,  on  the  principle  of  "root  hog  or  die,"  greased  the  BtaS 
of  life,  and  they  ate  their  jpork,  and  greased  bread  and  lived. 

Those  old  times  tried  the  patience,  the  tempers  of  men;  but 
complaints  could  neither  mend  nor  improve  the  irresistible 
laws  of  frontier  life,  and  only  tended  to  annoy  the  complainer. 
The  walls  of  the  Capitol  went  up  at  the  expense  of  "Uncle 
Sam,"  and  there  was  great  trade  in  town  lots  and  wild  Lands. 
At  the  Madison  Hotel,  on  King  street  (it  fell  by  fire,  a  few 
years  ago,  and  its  site  is  yet  blackened  by  the  conflagration;, 
the  Birds  served  up  such  food  as  the  lakes,  woods  and  ''prairie 
schooner"  provided  for  the  kitchen.  R.  L.  Ream  made  the 
Madison  House,  whose  logs  sustained  a  roof  of  boards,  bat- 
tened with  slabs,  and  which  has  fallen  in,  within  the  memory 
of  girls  still  "in  shorts,"  and  whose  shadow  has  been  pr<  served 
by  stroke  of  sunlight,  the  grand  resort  of  the  aristocracy  of 
Wisconsin.  That  was  the  stage  house,  t<><>.  At  either  of 
these  places,  two  feet  by  six  of  floor  could  be  had  for  the  d 
at  two  pence  a  square  foot,  where  the  weary  passenger  might 
spread  his  own  blanket,  and  use  his  saddle  or  portmanteau 
for  a  pillow,  and  rejoice  that  he  bad  so  good  a  bed. 

Koonan  had  not  then  come  here,  though  1  think  Borne  "t 
the  printing  materials  had  readied  their  destination,  and  the 
art  preservative  was  not  multiplying  the  pages  of  the  H  i*  ■ 
'  sin  Enquirer.  That  paper  began  its  career  in  Nov*  Other,  1"  18, 
in  a  room  over  the  "Commissioner-,'  Store*1  in  Kin-  sttv.  I  1" 
one  corner  of  that  room  we.  tlm  wise  men  ->f  Wisconsin,  met 
and  decided  upon  the  merits  of  Gen.  CWrge  W.  .lom-s  and 

Judge  James  D.  Doty.    The  latter  was  nominated  and  - 
deeded  before  the  people.    Thai  election  may  be  laid  to  hafi 

settled  the  question  against  dueling,  U  one  of  the  institution! 
of  Wisconsin,  and  placed  the  law  abiding  above  tho  rhivalry.  in 
this  State.  The  next  Legislature  plaeed  (he  |>n-e»l  law  ajiaiuM 
the  sin  Of  dueling  upon  (be  statute  book. 
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The  timbers  of  the  "American"  then  lay  scattered  over  the 
ground,  though  men  were  busy  in  preparing  them  for  their  fu- 
ture destiny.  This  is  the  only  one  of  the  public  houses  which 
has  stood  until  the  present  day,  and  been  in  constant  use  as  a 
hotel. 

In  November,  1838,  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  met  in 
Madison.  The  Capitol  was  still  unfinished;  in  fact,  there  wtA 
no  room  in  which  either  branch  could  meet;  so  the  members 
of  the  Council  met  in  the  little  room,  even  smaller  than  at 
present,  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  hall  as  you  enter  the 
American;  and  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  basement; 
in  which  permanent  organizations  took  place.  A  day  or  two 
later,  two  rooms  in  the  south  side  of  the  Capitol  were  pro- 
nounced in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  the  wise  men  of  the 
first  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  which  then 
contained  18,130  inhabitants,  embraced  in  eight  district*, 
consisting  of  the  following  counties:  Brown  j  Crawford  ;  Grant ; 
Iowa;  Milwaukee  and  Washington;  Racine;  Rock  and  Wal- 
worth; and  Green,  Dane,  Jefferson  and  Dodge.  This  Last  dis- 
trict was  represented  by  Ebenezer  Brigham  in  the  Council. 

Having  organized  the  Legislature,  the  next  question  W$»  fof 
members,  officers  and  lobby,  to  find  places  t<>  eat  and  sleep  in. 
Though  we  paid  Metropolitan  prices,  it  cannot  be  said  w<-  had 
exactly  .Metropolitan  fare.  But  men  were  remarkably  accom- 
modating in  those  early  times,  and  without  a  grumble,  could  .  at 
"hog  and  hominy,"  or  "common  doings,''  when  "ch 
fixings"  could  not  be  had;  and  they  could  occupy  a  field  bed, 
where  they  were  forced  to  lie  spoon  fashion,  A  frontier  Life 
is  a  mighty  leveler;  much  like  poverty,  making  men  acquainted 
with  strange  bedfellows.  The  "school  leOtW  iC-lhl  UMT- 
ican,  embracing  most  of  the  garret,  was  marked  into  lodging 
places  by  cracks  in  the  door;  and  it-  other  room,  were  equally 
crowded.  At  the  Madison  House,  only  six  mm  were  placed 
in  a  rpqm  sixteen  feel  square,  and  fottf  ether-  had  a  ptt4M  at 
the  fire  during  the  day  and  evening.  The  floors  of  I  ho  Mali 
son  Hotel  were  almost  nightly  covered  with  shakeMiowui, 
for  travelers  and  transient  visitors.     Happy  were  those  mon 
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who  could  find  places  in  the  few  private  houses,  where  four 
men  might  find  two  beds  in  a  cold  room,  ten  or  twelve  feet 
square. 

Those  were  merry  days  also.  Mrs.  Peck's  fiddle  rang  out 
sweet  and  clear,  while  A.  A.  Bird  and  his  wife  led  off  in  the 
"Virginia  "Reel,"  or  "Hunt  the  Squirrel,"  and  were  followed 
through  the  mazes  of  the  dance,  by  the  McDonalds,  Smiths, 
and  others  whose  names  escape  me.  As  widespread  hoops  were 
unknown,  less  space  was  needed  for  the  dance,  except  when 
some  ambitious  dame  or  lassie,  extended  her  skirts  with  both 
hands,  as  she  performed  a  "double  shutHe,"  or  some  nimble  yet 
zealous  worshiper  of  Terpsichore,  stimulated  by  the  music  of 
Fisher's  hornpipe,  "cut  a  pigeon  wing"  over  some  ten  feet  of 
ground  floor,  and  would  have  bounded  higher  and  higher,  bul 
for  the  rafters  and  walls  of  the  house.  What  entanglements 
of  hearts  and  clothes  then  took  place  among  the  things  which 
were.  All  went  in  fur  a  full  measure  of  merriment  and  joy, 
and  thought  they  found  it.  Those  days  an-  g<>nc  now.  "Hunt 
the  Squirrel,"  and  the  Virginia  Reel"  are  too  galloping  for 
these  days  of  broad  crinolines,  and  the  "double  shuflW1  and 
"pigeon  wing"  too  violent  for  tight-laced  pretty  youngsters, 
who  are  scarcely  able  to  endure  the  fatigues  of  the  ten  Stepped 
cotillion,  and  the  tripody  measures  of  the  wall/. 

Lako  Mills  and  Mineral  Point,  then  ab  near  thai  thi 
men,  had  sweethearts  there  and  neighbors  wen1  on  friendly 
visits,  are  now  far  olf.    The  roads  have  not  lengthened  a  jot, 
but  time  has. 

Some  of  those  people  of  ISM*  hate  goa«  to  other  land*, 

helped  to  found  other  towns,  cities  and  stat<  s.     No!  a 

passed  away  like  the  tenements  which  mwrcd  thetn  Prom  thi 

storms  of  winter.    Only  here  and  there  a  wanderer  remains 

like  Noah,  connecting  the  former  with  the  pminJ  #artd  of 

Madison.  Simeon  Mills,  A.  A.  Bird,  Darwin  (lark.  QoQ, 
P.  Delaplaine,  K.  M.  Williamson,  Gfcjrgt  Hjil  :md  JohB 
tttoner,  the  eommon  men  of  thOM  da\s.  baw  nuido  <u.  h  (MBl 
on  society  as  similar  men  always  make,  and  1  must  oontcnl  my- 
self with  tin's  allusion  to  them, 
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But  one,  a  very  worthy  and  very  valuable  man  in  any  place, 
then  and  still  a  character,  deserves  a  longer  notice.  ''Chief 
Justice"  of  the  Peace  Seymour,  was  here;  and  his  pipe  wa3 
as  much  a  part  of  the  man  as  is  the  cigar  of  Lieutenant  Gen- 
eral Grant.    With  that  in  his  mouth,  he  was  clerk  in  the  Com- 
missioner's store,  kept  books,  dealt  out  silks  and  drygoods,  tea 
and  powder ;  was  surveyor  of  the  town  plat,  only  he  read  the 
degrees  and  minutes  at  the  wrong  end  of  the  needle;  tried 
/causes,  civil  and  criminal,  and  administered  justice  mingled 
largely  with  equity  and  common  sense,  though  some  slander- 
ously stated  that  at  times  his  brain  became  muddled  with  the 
tobacco  smoke.    Some  spoke  hardly  of  him,  as  all  good  men 
are  evilly  spoken  against.    All  knew  he  was  the  Gazette,  and 
always  of  the  very  latest  edition;  and  he  had  at  that  carl' 
under  his  special  care,  all  the  affairs  of  town,  state  and  church. 
But  a  few  years  ago  a  dreadful  sickness  came  to  him,  one 
all  regret,  and  none  more  than  myself,  ami  Seymour  lost  his 
pipe,  ,and  the  city  its  best  guardian.    We  shall  never  see  his 
like  again. 

Mr.  President,  you  have  asked  me  to  write  of  tin-  men  ifl 
well  as  the  things  of  those  early  times.    If  to  speak  of  the  on* 
is  difficult,  the  other  is  nearly  impossible.    The  one  has  som 
firmness  about  it  which  can  bo  caughl  on  the  plate  of  tho 
memory — a  tangibility  which  can  be  dealt  with.    The  Other  is 
fleeting  as  the  clouds,  changing  constantly'   a  eery  kaleido- 
scope^ astounding  and  pleasing  to  the  beholder  with  ta  ev< 
varying  forms,  and  yet  too  transient  to  bo  delineate  d,  except  up 
on  such  susceptible  surfaces  as  might  leave  ;i  traOfl  oi  the  path 
of  the  meteor,  or  the  bolt  of  Jove.     Such  susceptibility  was 
not  given  me,;  and  I  regret  it  the  |*M  when  1  know  that  the 
graphic  pen  of  George    liver,  a    participant    of  lho«o  earh 
times,  as  with  a  pencil  of  light  has  drawn  the  likeDOM  of  Co- 

valle,  the  old  trapper,  who  had  forgotten  the  jmn  of  hi*  af^ 

and  after  a  life  spent  among  the  Indians  OOllld  n«\er  hr...-U 
the  march  of  civilization,  or  conform  himx  lt'  to  its  custom*. 
So,  too,  the  profiles  of  others  can  be  s<vn  in  the  milium*  of  the 
I  into  >i. 
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Judge  Irvin,  who  lost  a  match  with  a  rich  lady  in  St  Louis, 
because  in  his  extreme  neatness  and  patrimony,  he  woub; 
sist  in  mending  his  own  stockings,  and  sewing  on  his  own  hut- 
tons,  has  also  been  drawn  to  life.  On  either  side  of  him  is 
painted  his  horse,  Pedro,  and  his  dog,  York,  for  whom  he  had 
a  love  surpassing  his  love  of  woman.  No  picture  of  din 
Judge  would  have  been  complete  without  these,  his  constant 
companions.  But  Wisconsin  became  a  State,  he  lost  his  office, 
and  the  pay  stopped.  He  went  to  Texas;  he  had  never  win- 
tered in  Wisconsin,  unless  he  was  sick  so  as  to  be  unable  to 
get  away.  And  he  took  up  his  residence  on  the  Rio  Gaudc- 
lupe.  I  am  told  that  he  took  part  in  the  late  rebellion,  and 
some  of  the  Wisconsin  boys  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Qi  Q* 
Washburn,  attempted  to  take  him  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  but 
failed,  as  he  got  wind  of  the  hunters  and  fled.  His  old  friends 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  him  here,  and  heard  him 
again  talk  of  the  full-blooded,  highbred  Pedro,  and  the  pure- 
pointer  York;  or  upon  visiting  him  at  Cam])  Randall,  to  have 
seen  him  still  mending  his  stockings,  and  sewing  on  his  but- 
tons, so  that  with  his  usual  neatness,  he  might  have  borne  up, 
under  the  fact  of  his  durance,  for  having  fought  Rgainsl  a  Gov- 
ernment which  had  sustained  and  even  fed  him  BO  long. 

When  he  left,  his  penuriousness  gut  the  better  of  hifl  lore 
and  though  his  love  for  York  especially,  had  at  times  resulted 
(as  it  is  said,  but  for  the  truth  of  which,  1  do  Q04  Vouch  I  in 
judgment  against  many  a  poor  fellow,  who  slighted  ihe  dog, 
or  gave  him  a  sly  kick,  as  happened  to  ihe  Sage  of  Muckwon- 
ago;  or  one  who  had  even  hinted  a  doubt  about  the  correct 
ness  of  his  always  scenting  a  game  bird,  as  Berry  Ilnney 
did  when  York  came  to  a  "linn  point"  on  a  snow  bird. 
TliO'lgh  the  Judge  at  the  time  most  pointed! v  rebuked  Mr. 
Haney,  with  the  positive  assurance,  that  snow  birds  make  m<  st 
excellent  pot-pies,  and  were  therefore  game  birds,  a  tm  t  which 
York  well  knew.    Though  that  was  a  rather  n.»vel  definition 

of  game  bird,  yet  by  it  York  was  then  defended,  and  remain,  1 
so  until  the  time  came  for  the  judgment  of  the  court  to  roach 
the  offender;  then  the  dog  was  fully  *pp<  1  « 
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As  penuriousness  had  prevailed  over  love  leaving  only  kind- 
ness in  the  bosom  of  the  Judge,  York  was  left  in  the  kind 
family  of  Joe  Kelley  at  Monroe,  where  he  died.  Many  years 
after,  Noah  Phelps  would  insist  on  holding  the  regular  tonus 
of  the  Territorial  courts  in  Green  county,  as  he  had  the  whole 
Territorial  judiciary  then  remaining  in  Wisconsin.  There 
was  York  to  preside  as  in  days  past;  YVhiton  had  left  his  hat 
and  boots,  to  iill  a  place  at  the  bar,  and  he  was  himself  on  hand 
as  clerk  of  the  court.  The  high  bred  Pedro  fared  worse;  he 
was  sold  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  plow,  and  the  lun.l  <  I 
wagon.    "Poor  old  horse!  let  him  die."" 

I  have  been  looking  about  for  the  old  landmarks,  those  ■  U 
houses  that  made  the  Madison  of  1838 — then  as  now,  the  gem 
in  silver  setting.  The  hand  of  man  guided  by  want  and  civil- 
ization, time  gnawing  out  the  hearts  of  oaks,  and  tho  red 
tongue  of  fire  have  swept  them  out  of  existence.  The  eld 
steam  mill  on  the  bank  of  the  lake  is  gone  to  its  foundations. 
The  log  house  on  the  marsh,  where  Stoner  reared  his  bo  up- 
hold, has  left  no  mark  behind.  The  site  of  the  first  frame 
houso  built  in  Madison  at  the  S.  W.  corner  of  Wilson  and  Pinck- 
ney  streets,  for  J.  S.  Schermerhorn,  is  now  occupied  by  ;i  large 
two-story  brick  dwelling  house — that  where  the  first  man  died 


*  Judge  David  Irvln  was  a  native  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  In  Virginia. 

he  was  born  in  179D.    He  early  studied  law,  and  commenced  Its  practice  In 
native  region.    ''lie  was  appointed,"  Bays  the  Milwaukee   Vcu«,      □  1- 
President  Jackson  to  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Territorial  Court  ol  M  chig.in 
His  court  was  held  at  Mackinac,  Green  Bay  and  Mineral  I'oint.    Un  t,l  •  rr<  tlou 
of  Wisconsin  into  a  separate  Territory  in  1836,  lie  was  appointed  associate  ludffi 
of  tlx-  Territorial  Court,  with  Judge  Charles  Dunn,  recently  dcci  I  Indira 

A.  G.  Miller.  Judge  Irvln  was  assigned  to  that  court  In  that  pari  of  the  IN 
tory  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  afterwards  constituting  Iowa.  When  I  ha 
Territory  of  Iowa  was  organised,  Judge  irvln  wiis  assigned  to  the  middle  district 
of  Wisconsin,  to  hold  district  court  in  the  then  counties  of  Iowa,  Itoek,  Walworth 
and  Green.  He  held  these  courts,  and  sat  on  the  Territorial  Supreme  <  >  . : 
with  Judges  tfuntt  and  Miller  until  the  stale  was  admitted  luto  the  l  nlon,  In 
1848.  His  official  career  then  terminating,  he  removed  to  Tcxa*.  and  t4  "  '  1  ••  ■ ' 
a  very  large  trad  Of  land  near  Qalveston,  Where  h.- 
tives,  and  where  he  continued  to  reside." 

Judge  Irvln,  says  one  who  knew  him  well,  was  nhout  six  fret  In  height,  very 
erect  and  well  proportioned.    His  hair  was  auburn,  not  turning  traj  .  eye*  hlu< 
features  narrow.    He  was  not  a  laborious  .indue,  but  wai  attentlei   to  duty, 
honest  and  upright  In  every  particular     He  waa  candid,  and  wltho 
or  deception.     For  integrity  and  moral  principle  ho  enjoyed  universal  unM.Ini 
He  was  fond  of  a  horse  and  a  dog    always  esteeming  hin  horac  and  « 1 « < c  the  fin 
est  and  best.    Being  n  bachelor,  these  animals  seemed  to  he  tin         la  ,  i  ••  t- 
of  his  care  and  a  I  tent  Ion.    lie  was  fond  of  hunting,  particularly  prairie  rblrima ; 
and  frequently1  took  the  lawyers  with  him,  to  U 

By  strict  economy  he  acquired  considerable  real  .  state  In  the  mlnetal  •  il«  n 
of  Wisconsin.  He  was  very  economical,  hul  scrupulous!)  lust  in  all  hf«  d<nllnc« 
He  Indulged  In  ads  of  kindness  to  his  relatives,  hut  did  nm  ••»  v  murb  «ym|»ath) 
for  olherH.      While  he  treated  all  With   nil  unity  and  i-etcped,  he  did  m>t   i  ,.., 

particular  attachments  to  »l 1  anj  ri 

JUttgQ  Irvln  died  hi  Texas,  nhout   the  1st  of  June.  1^7  '.  at  the  n  -o  ,  f 
ncventy  three  yean.     As  one  of  the  early  lawgiver*  of  WiwcnOn.  nnd  a  plonker 
of  n<»te  throughout  the  northwest,  the  name  of  Hit  \  Id  hdu  will  l-  i  i.  ■     h«ld  iu 
res  pi  d  lul  reinemhi  a  lie.  L  ft  0 
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"by  touch  etherial  slain/'  can  only  be  traced  by  the  crab-trees 
planted  by  Prosper  B.  Bird;  and  even  the  coarse  gray  sand- 
stone which  marked  Warren's  grave  on  University  Hill,  II 
buried  beneath  academician  soil,  to  be  at  some  remote  period 
brought  to  light,  perhaps  by  a  people  who  shall  speak  another 
tongue.* 

The  demands  of  improvement  have  removed,  demolishe  I 
or  added  to  other  places,  until  it  is  difficult  to  trace  the  origin- 
als; and  like  the  jack-knife  with  twelve  new  blade-  and  Bix 
new  handles,  to  those  who  have  seen  their  transformations, 
they  are  the  same  old  knives  still.  To  all  others  they  are  new 
ones.  One  of  these  places  deserves  a  longer  notice.  1  allude 
to  the  old  "worser."  This  two-story  frame  building  WOJ 
placed  at  the  1ST.  W.  corner  of  Main  and  Pinekney  stret  ts,  on  the 
ground  now  known  as  the  United  States  Block;  and  was  built 
by  Abner  Nichols,  of  Mineral  Point,  and  Jacob  Gh  >rg  . 
in  1888.  Having  partly  completed  the  building,  the  own  ffS 
applied  for  a  tavern  license,  in  order  to  sell  Liquors  according 
to  law,  as  all  good  liquor  sellers  desire  to  do.  For  some  for 
gotten  cause,  perhaps  the  want  of  "two  spare  beds/1  they  m  re 
refused.  Licenses  for  groceries  were  then  some  four  times  the 
amount  of  those  for  taverns;  and  they  desired,  Like  all  eco- 
nomical men,  to  save  the  difference.  On  brim:  dented  the 
license,  they  declared  that  if  they  could  mot  keep  a  tav<  rtl, 
would  keep  something  "worser"  Ami  BO  without  a  license  "Un« 
cle  George"  opened  a  "worser"  indeed,  where  men  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Legislature  could  buy  Strong  drink,  and  in 
a  dark  cellar  they  could  fight  a  certain  wild  animal,  whoi 
den  was  there.  When  the  United  States  Hotel  \vj\s  to  U» 
built,  the  "worser"  was  moved  down  Main  street,  ten  f»vt 
from  the  now  briek  wall.  There  >'  was  burned  tO  (he  gfOUnd, 
greatly  endangering  the  now  building:,  which  was  often  on  fim 
in  t lie  roof,  doors  and  windows. 

Tho  Madisonians  of  ls;>D,  having  determined  lo  celebrate 
the  Fourth  of  July,  and  to  vary  for  the  imnro.  the  usual  do-t 

•  S.  Warren  was  a  carpenter,  and  was  killed  Ij  llshinlng  In  the  ««immrr  of 

18:m.  being  tho  second  dealh  in  the  plan'.  I  ho  II  i  s(  hnvhitf  Iimmi  .  n.    \.  - 

the  close  of  1807    So  itatta  Qtooral  Mills  '    1  B 
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of  bacon  and  fish,  "Uncle  Ab/'  of  the  "worser,"  Lad  agreed 
to  deliver  them  a  fat  steer  for  the  occasion.  The  evening  of 
the  third  came,  and  Nichols  also,  boisterously  happy.  Indi- 
vidually he  had  commenced  anticipating  the  good  feeling, 
which  the  keg  he  carried  in  his  wagon,  intended  primarily  for 
the  'Syorser/'  but  ultimately  designed,  after  quadrupling  its 
cost  in  favor  of  that  institution,  for  the  Madisonians,  v 
whistles  had  long  been  dry.  Men  drank  "Peckatomca"  and 
"Rock  River,"  in  those  days,  and  thought  there  could  be  no 
feast  without  it.*  True  to  his  trust,  Nichols  had  brought  the 
steer,  and  tied  him  in  a  thicket  to  a  burr  oak  tree,  near  th'j 
intersection  of  Dayton  and  State  streets,  where  none  of  the 
hungry  men  could  see  it.  Then  taking  one  inure  drink  from 
his  "pocket  pistol,"  he  advanced  to  the  crowd  of  loungers  and 
longers;  for  the  whisky  of  the  "worser"  had  long  since  failed, 
and  all  were  remarkably  dry.  The  keg  was  unloaded  and  tap 
ped  in  less  time  that  I  can  tell  it,  and  all  hands  summoned  to 
drink.  So  the  Fourth  of  July  began,  as  it  not  unfrequently 
happens,  on  the  third.  The  tethered  steer  was  forgotten?  in 
the  joy  that  whisky,  as  meat,  drink  and  lodging,  pervadi  1 
the  crowd;  and  none  enjoyed  it  more  than  "Uncle  AIT  him- 
self. The  Madisonians,  next  day,  celebrated  the  Fourth  in 
due  course.  They  marched  from  the  "worse?"  in  due  form 
to  marshal  music  made  by  two  squeaking  fiddka.t  Fiddlers 
and  men  at  the  head,  and  women  at.  the  'ail  "t'  ihe  line. 
George  P.  Delaplaine  read  the  declaration,  and  William  T. 
Sterling   delivered    a   short    but    broad-winged    eagle  oratlOtt. 

After  which  the  procession  reformed  in  close  ord<  f|  and  with 

''double  quick"  marched  baek  1<>  the  "wnr>n\"  and  to  the 
public  dinner  of  bacon  and  fish,  the  din  of  Otb  r  d.r.  ,  -  1 01  |  I 
they  ha<3  whisky  to  drink.  They  rat,  they  drank,  and  then 
they  danced  to  the  cheery  notes  of  the  fiddles,  and  \v<  iv  v'\fh\ 
merry. 

Three  daya  after,  wfcfen  the  keg  wti  empty)  and  do  mow 


♦  "IVrkatonlm"  and  "ROCll  ilv.r,'*  and  tb«  Bfl   ■■■>'• 

\\Hi-i\  pleasantly  t<>  designate  vatloui  grade*  of  tfnlaij  I   B  ■ 

t  Oeorge  W.  8  toner,  Esq.,  n  youth  nl  that  tlm«\  p>«y«  thai  V.Wn  mi  l.itthrr 
Peck  pinyui  tee  QtlUk'B,  and  Tbomaa  inn  played  loa  Bun  I   P  D 
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whisky  to  be  had,  "Uncle  Ab"  sobered  off,  and  bethought 
him  of  the  steer  tied  to  the  burr  oak,  and  that  instead  of  having 
been  served  up  on  the  National  feast,  he  was  still  under  the 
tree.  There  it  was  that  the  butcher's  knife  released  him  at  once 
from  his  three  days'  fast  and  from  life;  and  he  served  to  varv 
the  daily  diet  of  bacon  and  bread  on  common  days  of  the 
year. 

The  old  Capitol  like  its  companions  of  1S3S,  has  fallen  be- 
fore the  demands  of  improvement.  It  was  first  attacked  on 
both  sides  and  resisted  long  and  well,  but  when  it  waa  at  Last 
flanked  at  both  ends,  it  surrendered  and  fell  on  the  spot  where 
it  stood.  May  the  beauties  and  just  proportions  of  the  new 
Capitol  be  emblematical  of  the  reconstructed  Union;  and  then, 
even  we,  who  have  a  love  for  old  things,  may  cherish  the  one) 
as  we  love  the  other. 

A  few  of  the  old  landmarks  of  1838  yet  remain  on  their 
old  sites;  all  are  changed  by  additions,  by  paint  and  by  time. 
The  American  is  more  than  tripled  in  size.  The  Commission- 
ers'  store,  where  fast  men  and  boys  filled  "the  big  bellied  botr 
tle,"  and  drank  to  "rosin  the  bow,"  and  where  they  b 
"little  fishes,"  steeped  in  oil,  which  they  ate  late  of  D 
was  then  on  the  south  side  of  King  street,  but  DOW  forma  the 
American's  east  wing.    The  west  wing  La  of  modern  data 

The  curious  antiquarian  by  sharp  squinting  will  timl.  jasl 
above  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  clapboards,  which 
John  Messersmiih,  dr.,  in  1838,  nailed  upon  n  tw 
frame  building.    It  was  opened  aa  a  gambling  house,  and 

named  "the  tiger."  To-day  it  is  ball'  bid  hv  an  ill  looking 
frontispiece,  and  has  a  similar  addition  in  the  rear,  which  have 
transformed  it  more  into  the  appearance  of  a  mud  turtle,  than 
the  lithe  animal  lie  oneo  was.  I  think  h<  ha*  b<vn  re  named, 
and  is  a  tiger  no  mofej  at  least  his  teeth  are  drawn,  ami  nail* 
clipped,  and  few  now-a-days  know  how  main  virtim>  Ml  DO- 
fore  his  voracity.  The  men  who  kepi  him  and  those  who  fur- 
nished his  food,  have  taken  to  other  employments. 

In  going  down  State  street,  JOW  will  timl  on  \\w  f»outh  sido 
a  small  framed  house  with  three  roof;*.    One  half  llri*  pla»v 
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was  then  the  residence  of  William  T.  Sterling,  the  Territo- 
rial Librarian,  and  Fourth  of  July  orator.  The  other  half  was 
built  in  after  days.  This  old  place  must  soon  give  way  to  the 
three  storied  brick  block,  which  will  arise  on  its  ruins,  as  such 
blocks  have  already  risen  on  either  side. 

One  other  house  you  will  find  in  Clymer  street,  doubled  in 
size,  half  hid  under  trees,  and  overshadowed  by  the  talle9t 
buildings  in  the  city.  How  it  has  escaped  the  march  of  im- 
provement, or  the  tongue  of  fire,  is  a  matter  of  wonder.  At 
an  early  day  it  was  inhabited  by  Gen.  Simeon  Mills.  It  has 
since  been  the  residence  of  a  Governor,  and  bears  a  charmed 
existence. 

A  cottage,  small  but  ornate  in  the  extreme,  of  one  story  and 
two  rooms,  lost  its  ornamental  front  in  1841,  and  took  00  an 
additional  room,  still  stands  on  Johnson  street;  then  it  was 
the  residence  of  Isaac  II.  Palmer,*  subsequently  the  propri- 
etor and  founder  of  the  village  of  Lodi,  in  Columbia  county, 
who  with  genuine  taste  and  an  eye  to  the  beautiful,  surrounded 
it  with  the  native  crab-trees,  which  for  many  year-  after  tilled 
the  air  around  with  their  fragrance,  and  pleased  the  eye  with 
their  beautiful  flowers.  To-day  that  old  house  is  the  borne  o£ 
the  "sisters  of  charity,"  and  will  soon  be  overshadowed  by 
the  walls  of  the  sanctuary.  Its  own  fate  is  fast  approaching 
when  it  must  follow  after  its  companions  of  the  ancient  time.T 

All  the  remainder  of  the  buildings  of  that  da  v.  SO  far 
can  trace  them,  are  gone  or  removed  to  other  places,  dressed  M 
new  garbs,  applied  to  new  uses,  and  can  be  recognised  only  by 
those  who  have  witnessed  all  the  transformations.    8  >me  others 
have  only  been  removed  to  other  sites,  and  applied  I"  new 


•Mr.  Palmer  drove  oho  or  the  teams  connected  with  MnVs  nartj  ,f  vx,>.r,-^on 
for  the  Canltol,  who  came  through  from  Milwaukee  to  Madison  In  June,  1837 

t  Of  those  ancient  landmark!  of  tin-  early  days  of  Madison,  the  Lnm  I  a*  *»« 
totally  destroyed  by  tin-  Sept.  rah.  1868.    Mossersmlth'i  "tiger,    no  i-t  10,  !■ 
block  lot,  wits  displaced  in  L871,  to  make  room  for  l<rlts  M«mh  -  I 
building  in  which  Wm.  T.  Sterling  resided,  and  which  was  Bub«.M,.icntly  o«rui»tvl 
by  La  Fayette  KelloRK,  and  later  still  by  the  lion,  ehnnn  e\  M.1...11  w  >•  ..Hcma 
built  on  the  flat,  east  of  the  University  grounds;  hni  h 

moved  to  the  west  end  of  the  lot,  on  the  south  sldi  «d  Stnto  stiv.i  now  owned 
by  Leonard  Nolden,  and  was  torn  down  In  1807.  'l 

early  days  the  residence  of  General  Mills,  and  subsequent  l>  nt  l.ovrrn  i   l>of~-  " 

Btm  in  existence,  owned  by  Kohner  brothers,  in  (ho  rem 

old  Van  Bergen  or  Opera  Ilou.se  blot  I;.     I'ln-  lohn  mi    « ■  -  '  cut 

residence  of  I.  II.  Palmer.  1 1  yel  Blandln     mi  smitli  .  i  ih«<  j 

church,  and  is  still  occupied  by  the  sisters  as  the  school  of  the  IM>  i..  to  m  , 
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Tn  1838,  the  munificent  gift  of  the  General  Government,  the 
nucleus  of  the  State  Library,  was  kept  in  a  little  four  roofed, 
one  Storied,  wooden  building,  fifteen  feet  square,  standing  on 
King  street.  i\Tow,  the  Library  crowds  one  of  the  roomSv  of 
the  new  Capitol,  and  will  soon  require  to  Be  relieved.  J  know 
of  one  Territory  which  received  a  similar  gift,  and  after  fifteen 
years,  it  has  less  books  in  its  Library  than  were  first  given  it. 
And  in  another,  an  act  has  been  passed  forbidding  the  attor- 
neys from  citing,  and  the  judges  from  quoting  and  following 
the  decisions  of  other  courts,  when  contending  for  or  deciding 
what  is  the  law  of  any  case  which  may  be  before  them.  I  am 
proud  to  say  Wisconsin  has  pursued  no  such  policy,  which  can 
only  result  in  ignorance. 

As  the  houses  have  changed,  so  the  people  have  changi  d, 
some  giving  way  to  newcomers,  others  haVe  foimd  rest  in 
tho  tomb.  liest!  did  I  say  \  Three  times  have  ritefl 
fixed  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  and  as  often  have  they  bei  □ 
removed,  and  the  dead  transferred!  Are  they  safe  yet  from 
the  march  of  civilization?  Here  and  there  We  Bad  almost 
among  strangers,  one  of  those  old  sojourners  oi  But 
how  few  they  are!  One  may  tell  them  on  their  fingi  PS1  1  B  Is, 
enumerate  them  as  their  works  at  thai  day  can  be  told.  Pitt 
rains  and  snows,  sunshine  ami  storms,  the  heat  and  Dold  of 
almost  thirty  years  have  beaten  upon  them,  faded  the  Bpark- 
ling  eyes, -and  blanched  the  glossy  locks.     The  very  thought 

makes  the  limbs  tremble,  the  body  -loop,  the  step  shorten,  the 

voice  creak,  and  the  blood  Mow  sluggishly  throttgfc  fchi  veins. 
It  makes  one  feel  more  of  the  old  man,  afl  ii  Betl  him  hark  OB 
(ho  dial  of  time. 

Those  Were  the  oldest,  times  in  IMttDU,  and  but  little  time 
remains  to  speak  of  later  days  and  tiling  HODS  oi  tlM  private 
buildings,  Streets,  (diarters,  and  city  growth.  Then  tlx-  f.tpi 
tol  stood  out  un  fenced;  even  the  corner-  of  tin*  square  were 
unmarked  by  post,  or  stake,  llowevu-,  Madi>on  was  the  rapi 
tal  of  a  growing  Territory,  ami  the  work  of  improv,  mcnt  went 

on.    in  1841,  Baxter  had  oompfeted  hi-  eoatraet  on  flu  1  ap 

itol,  and  the  fence  was  placed  around  the  square  in  |S1i\  the 
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cedar  posts  Laving  been  cut  partly  on  the  banks  of  the  lakes, 
and  partly  on  the  Wisconsin  river.  To  speak  of  matters  re- 
lating to  that  Capitol  is  all  the  time  I  have  left,  and  I  must  be 
brief  at  that. 

In  18.43,  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Property 
was  created,  and  that  of  Librarian  and  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings  abolished,  and  their  duties  transferred  to  the  Super- 
intendent. John  Y.  Smith  was  elected  to  fill  the  place.  In 
his  hands,  as  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  had  be<  n 
placed  the  management  of  the  suits  then  pending  against  the 
old  building  Commissioners.  These  finally  went  to  judgment 
in  1SI7,  in  Grant  county,  after  having  traveled  the  rounds 
from  Dane  to  Iowa,  Walworth,  Milwaukee  and  Grant,  the 
Territory  recovering  the  amount  of  about  $15,000.  This  debt 
was  cancelled  in  1848  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  costs,  excluding  the  amounts  which  had  been  paid  by 
the  Territory  to  its  attorneys. 

The  Superintendent  then  received  a  salary  of  three  hundred 
dollars,  and  performed  the  duties  of  Librarian,  as  well  as 
seer  of  all  work  and  repairs  in  and  about  the  Capitol,  and 
making  of  contracts.  The  Legislature  refusing  even  to  allow 
the  postage  account,  or  pay  for  time  when  necessarily  al  lent 
from  home,  attending  to  business  for  the  public  Idle  Super- 
intendents of  those  days  can  remember  many  instances  where 
bills  for  moneys  absolutely  and  oecessarily  paid  oul  in  dis- 
charge of  horse  and  stage  fare,  and  for  board  and  lodging  w<  rc 
cut  down  nearly  «>r  quite  one-half.    Such  was  the  econom; 

rather  parsimony,  of  those  early  times. 

In  184(1  I  was  elected  to  the  place  of  Superintendent,  and 

entering  upon  the  duties,  I  hired  one,  man  t<>  do  nil  [ho  work 
required,  to  whom  1  paid  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  .i  year, 

receiving  for  that;  piece  of  extravagance  any  amount  of  curaea 

and  growls.     At  that  time  the  Park  waa  more  than  half  00* 

ered  with  hazel  bushes,  and  oali  groba,  'Id"  ti'-  were  de- 
stroyed by  mowing,  and  the  last  were  dug  up.  Tlw  wild  grass 
Was  suee(  eded  bv  (he  present- grasses,  partly  by  sowing  the  s<vd, 
and  partly  spontaneous,  or  by  self-sowing.    The   inv<  then 


386  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [vol.  vi 


the  merest  bush,  were  trimmed  up  to  about  six  feet,  that  being 
nearly  one-half  their  entire  height.  In  1847,  I  contracted  with 
Alex.  McBride,  at  fifty  cents  a  tree,  for  planting  out  the  row  of 
maples  and  c!ms  next  to  the  Park  fence,  he  agreeiug  to  war- 
rant their  growth.  This  was  done  without  authority  of  law, 
and  before  any  appropriation  had  been  made  for  that  purp  ~  . 
That  Legislative  body  could  never  have  been  induced  to  make 
such  an  appropriation,  for  the  reason  that  there  was  then  the 
greatest  opposition  to  all  appropriations  for  future  benefit;  and 
because  there  was  at  that  time  a  determination  on  the  part  of 
many  members  to  remove  the  seat  of  Government  to  some 
other  place.  It  was  therefore  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that 
the  Legislature  could  be  induced  to  make  an  appropriation  to 
pay  for  those  trees.  I  have  often  asked,  what  priee  the  State 
would  now  fix  upon  those  same  trees?  To  these  small  begin- 
nings, this  assuming  of  responsibility,  I  look  back  an 
what  our  beautiful  Park  has  since  become — the  ornament  of 
the  most  handsomely  located  city  in  the  Union,  the  brightest 
setting  of  any  Capitol  on  the  continent,  if  not  in  the  world* 
If  it  be  such  now,  when  less  than  half  finished,  what  will  it 
be  in  a  few  years,  after  the  hand  of  the  tasteful  landscape  gar- 
dener shall  have  brought  to  light  its  innate  lovclin. 

Two  other  acts,  the  responsibility  of  doing  whieh  I  SSSUmeA, 
will  bo  briefly  noticed.    The  old  Capitol  was  bj 

design  of  the  architect,  planned  without  basement  rooms,  al- 
though the  walls  were  about  seven  feet  below  the  base)  and 

had  doors  and  windows  at  each  end.     For  manj  yetW  th  * 

cellars  formed  sleeping  apartnu  11N  tW  the  I  e  h.^  of  the 

town;  and  not  infrequently  their  music  was  less  enchant iuff 
than  J2olian  harps,  or  grand  old  organ  tones.  It  struck  mo 
that  this  portion  of  the  building  could  he  better  nop'  | 
and  as  the  removal  of  some  three  feel  of  earth  in  depth  was 
necessary,  I  let  a  contract  for  that  purpose,  at  twenty  cents  a 
yard  square.  Into  this  space  (he  dry  weed  was  transferred, 
and  found  making  much  less  mdse  than  the  h«^  had  made 
before.  BOOD  after,  that  portion  of  the  ho«M  luviiu:  new  w;n 
dows  cut  on  the  sides,  was  made  into  rooms  and  an  1 
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was  thus  used  until  the  lights  were  darkened  by  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  building. 

Another  building,  which  has  just  been  struck  from  exist- 
ence, was  in  form  quasi-gothic,  costing  eight  hundred  dollars, 
which  when  built  was  sufficiently  distant  from  both  walks  and 
other  buildings,  and  so  embowered  in  trees,  as  to  be  neither 
offensive  nor  conspicuous;  and  when  once  built,  was  run  with- 
out expense  to  the  public.  Yet  for  nineteen  years,  with  almost 
no  cost  for  repairs,  it  performed  all  the  duties  required  of  such 
a  building.  Its  construetion  received  much  severe  economic 
opposition  at  the  time;  but  experience  has  demonstrated  that 
no  similar  amount  of  money  has  been  more  judiciously  paid 
out.  But  the  march  of  extension  encroached  upon  its  site, 
and  it  too  has  fallen.*  The  spot  where  it  stood,  like  the  well 
of  water  in  another  part  of  the  Square,  is  erased  from  tin4  face 
of  the  earth,  and  known  only  on  the  sandy  tablets  of  human 
memory.  One  more  wave  of  time  will  beat,  and  all  traces  on 
the  outer  surface  of  the  earth  will  be  gone  forever. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  am  warned  by  time  and  your  pati 
to  stop  just  where  Madison  began  to  mould  into  form,  ami  can 
say  naught  of  edifices  which  sprang  up  even  in  lSo(.>  and  1840\ 
or  of  the  men  who  inhabited  them,  without  swelling  my  |  &]  : 
beyond  all  due  proportions.  Some  other  and  better  pen  must 
write  of  those  later  years.  Tile  field  is  ample  for  \\\r  hUt  "Han. 
the  poet  or  novelist,  and  to  them  I  leave  it. 

And  now  thanking  you  for  the  attention  you  haw  given  m.\ 
I  submit  iny  imperfect  sketch  as  a  waif  on  the  ocean  «>t  hi- 
tory,  not  knowing  what  may  be  its  fate,  but  rappodng  ll  will 
pass  away  even  before  its  author. 


*  The  brick  Hlructure  alluded  lo,  w»s  the  firtttei  clotet,  in  th«  reai  >«r  t  •••  old 
Capitol.  I*.  C.  D 
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Naming  of  Madison  and  Dane 
County  and  the  Location 


Recently  the  question  has  arisen,  who  named  Dane  county 
and  the  aity  of  Madison  ?  After  considerable  inquiry  on  the 
subject,  the  following  pertinent  statements  have  been  obtained: 

Hon.  Moses  M.  Strong  states : 

"I  have  no  personal  recollection  as  to  who  suggested, 
the  name  of  Dane  to  your  county.  I  have  conversed  with  Hen. 
J.  B.  Terry,  who  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  members  from  old 
Iowa  county  in  the  Belmont  Legislature  of  L836  ;  and  his  recol- 
lection is,  though  not  direct,  that  the  name  was  BUggi  U  <1  by 
his  colleague,  Ebenezer  Brigham. 

"The  Journals  of  the  House  of  that  Session  (pages  42,  18) 
show,  that  on  the  9  th  of  November,  Mr.  George  F.  Smith.  o£ 
Iowa  county,  from  the  committee  composed  »»f  the  entire  delega- 
tion of  the  counties  of  Iowa,  Brown  and  Milwaukee,  reported  1 
bill  for  the  Subdivision  of  those  counties.    Ii  appears  that  sub- 
sequently this  bill  was  divided  into  two,  one  bill  for  the  division 
of  Iowa  county,  and  another  for  the  division  of  the  oountii 
Brown,  and  Milwaukee.     This  latter  was  ordered  .  n| 
November  20th  (Journal,  page  04),  ami  finally  \n\ 
Houses  and  became  a  law,  as  number  2S  of  the  S.  -sbm  Laws  of 
J8o(»,  entitled  'An  Act  to  divide  (be  counties  of  Brewa  and 
Milwaukee,'  (la;  fourth  section  of  which  creates  and  constitutes 
the  county  of  1  )ane. 

"If  the  original  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Smith  "i>  tlx  '.Mb  ->f  No- 
vember could  be  found  among  the  Archives,  it  might  aid  you  in 
the  invest  igation  of  the  subj( « t. 

"Indeed,  permit  me  to  surest  that  the  State  Historical  Society 
make  application  to  the  Legislature,  to  have  committed  to  the 


By  Lyman  C.  Draper  and  Others 
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custody  of  the  Society,  all  the  old  manuscript  archives  relatiug 
to  the  Legislative  branch  of  the  Government  during  its  Ter- 
ritorial existence." 

Hon.  Henry  S.  Baird,  a  member  of  the  Territorial  Coun- 
cil, from  Brown  county,  in  1836,  writes: 

"In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  persons  who  originated 
the  names  of  Dane  county  and  the  city  of  Madison,  I  cannot 
with  anything  like  certainty,  give  the  information  sought;  but  T 
am  under  the  impression  that  the  county  of  Dane  owes  its  name 
to  the  late  Ebenezer  Brigham,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  183G,  when  the  Territory  was  divided  into  counties. 
Gov,  Doty  was  not  a  member  of  the  Council;  but  T  believe  that 
he  had  the  honor  of  bestowing  the  name  of  Madison  upon  the 
Capital  City,  as  he  purchased  the  land  on  which  the  original 
was  laid  out,  and  had  the  plat  of  the  town  made." 

Hon.  Morgan  L.  Martin,  of  Green  Bay,  writes: 

"At  the  first  session  of  our  Territorial  Legislature,  Gov. 
Doty  did  more  to  shape  the  legislation,  and  especially  in  n  :'«  r 
■ence  to  the  establishment  of  the  seat  of  Government  at  Madison, 
than  any  other  citizen,  and,  it  is  presumed  also,  in  giving  ;i 
name  to  the  county  in  which  it  was  located.  The  name  "1  the 
future  city  was  agreed  upon  by  himself  and  others  <>f  09,  who 
were  the  original  proprietors,"1'  long  before  the  Bession  (A  the 
Belmont  Legislature  was  held;  but  I  am  not  so  sure  about  the 
name  of  the  county.  Probably  that  also  was  designated  <>n  the 
original  plan;  and  to  Gov.  Doty  is  due  the  honor  of  naming  it, 
or  to  Gov.  Mason,  who  was  one  of  the  original  owners  of  the 

sito  on  which  the  embryo  city  was  laid  cut." 

Gen.  Albert  G.  Ellis,  a  member  of  the  Rouae  o!  fapro* 
sontatives  from  Brown  county,  at  the  Belmont  Bt  laioa  m 

1836,  gives  bis  recollections  as  folloVi  I! 

"As  to  the  naming  of  Dane  county  and  Madiaom,  tfcm  li  no< 

a  doubt  but  Judge  Doty  did  l>«>tli.     I  often  hoard  Inn,  speak  in 
tonus  of  admiration  of  the  .distinguished  service  <.t"  Nathan 
♦  Reference  li  here  bad  to  thi  Four  baka  Company.  w\\\r\\  rm.M.-.i  inu  .. 

of  aMOCtatlOD  Juno   1.   1880,  I  >  *  *  f   K'vm   to  tiaVt"  lU'V.-r  ,  (T  .  .i  .t  miTililm   in   i  ..-i' 
aaiOClated  capacity.     K.  I*  umliTHtiHul  lluil  .IimI  r  IMH   ni"l  M    I     MuOln  «  * 
anion;;  tbt)  nominal   i  m'uiIumu  ol    Oil-   COOipaQJ  1  ' 
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Dane,  and  especially  in  connection  with  the  ordinance  of  '87. 
No  donbt  he  proposed  the  name  for  Dane  county. 

"As  to  Madison,  I  have  indeed  distinct  recollections.  I  was 
a  member  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  from  Brown  county,  in 
1836.  At  that  session  the  fixing  of  the  seat  of  Government  for 
Wisconsin  was  a  leading  measure,  and  gave  rise  to  a  very  spir- 
ited contest.  The  bill  was  introduced  early,  and  was  d<  I 
with  much  heat  for  many  days,  the  several  rival  local  interests 
striving  to  carry  off  the  prize:  Mineral  Point,  Dodgeville,  Bel- 
mont, Dubuque,  Des  Moines,  Cassville,  Green  Bay,  Prairie  da 
Chien,  Janesville  and  Milwaukee,  all  urging  their  claims. 

"About  the  middle  of  the  contest,  Judge  Doty  quietly  ap- 
peared at  Belmont,  with  a  surveyor,  John  V.  Suydam,  Esq., 
and  took  rooms  at  the  Hotel.  It  soon  transpired,  that  he  had 
the  seat  of  Government  "in  his  pocket;"  in  other  words,  he  bad 
laid  out  a  town  at  the  Four  Lakes,  on  land-  purchased  by 
Stevens  T.  Mason,  Governor  of  Michigan,  and  himself,  and  that 
it  was  to  bo  proposed  the  next  day  as  the  Capital  of  Wisconsin. 
This,  true  enough,  was  done  by  Hon.  Alanson  Sweet,  a  member 
of  the  Council  from  Milwaukee.  The  idea  was  poofaed  at  by 
many,  and  was  for  several  days  regarded  as  chimerical  Be- 
fore another  debate,  however,  it  was  discovered  thai  Madison 
was  fast  coming  into  favor,  and  especially  so  with  the  memtx  n 
west  of  the  Mississippi;  and  stories  were  put  in  circulation  of  a 
certain  stock  company,  owners  of  the  city  of  Madison,  with 
thirty-six  shares  in  all — just  the  number  of  the  two  Houses  of 
the  Legislative  Council ;  and  that  most  of  the  members,  and  par- 
ticularly those  west  of  the  Byfisaisaippi,  were  stockholder*. 
However  the  truth  might  have  been  about  the  shares,  true  it  is, 

that  at  the  next  consideration  of  the  matter  in  the  House  «  t 
Representatives,  Madison  was  largely  ahead,  and  distanced  all 
other  interests.     There  were  some  hard  things  <aid  at  the  i 
but  all  parties  have  since  conceded  that  the  location  was  f,,rtu 
nate,  ami   long  since  accorded   to  Ciov.    Doty   foroMghl  and 
patriotism  in  the  location  of  our  State  Capital." 

John  V.  Suydam,  Esq.,  of  Green  Hay,  furnishes  the  f  1 
lowing  reminiscenses ! 
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"On  the  second  day  of  November*  of  the  year  in  which  the 
session  of  the  Legislature  was  held  at  Belmont,  Gov.  Duty  and 
myself  started  from  Green  Bay  on  horseback,  he  with  his  green 
blanket  and  shot-gun,  that  had  been  his  companions  on  many 
and  many  a  trip  through  the  almost  trackless  wilds  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  I  with  my  compass  and  chain.  We  were  both  pro- 
vided for  camping  out  wherever  night  should  overtake  us;  and 
for  the  more  solid  part  of  our  forage,  we  were  to  depend  upon 
the  Governor's  gnu.  On  our  way  we  stopped  at  various  places, 
among  which  were  Clitfton,  at  the  north  end  of  Winnebago 
Lake,  where  we  laid  out  the  village  bearing  that  name,  out  of 
respect  to  an  extensive  ledge  of  rock  that  crops  out  at  tint 
point;  and  at  Duck  creek,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Waaconaia 
river,  about  eight  or  ten  miles  below  Portage  City,  where  we 
laid  out  the  town  of  Wisconsinapolis. 

"Finally,  after  about  eight  days  from  the  time  of  leaving 
home,  we  reached  what  was  then  called  'Four  Lakes.'  We  came 
by  the  trail  that  led  around  by  the  north  side  and  west  end  of 
Fourth  Lake,  and  found  near  what  might  be  called  the  north- 
west corner,  and  perhaps  two  miles  from  where  the  University 
buildings  now  stand,  a  small  log  house,  occupied  by  a  man  wheat 
name  I  have  forgotten,!  who  entertained  our  hordes  ami  our- 
selves nights,  and  assisted  us  day  times  in  making  such  m<^ 
anders  and  surveys  of  the  shores  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Lakes,  and  other  points,  as  were  necessary  for  making  the  plat 
of  the  future  city.  This  took  us,  T  think,  three  day*  The 
precise  time  in  which  the  survey  and  original  plat  "t  tlx-  <•  tv 
were  made,  was  during  the  second  and  third  weeks  of  Novem- 
ber, while  tho  Legislature4,  was  in  session  ;it  Belmont 

"While  standing  at  the  section  corner,  on  that  beautiful  spot 
between  the  Lakes,  then  the  central  point  of  a  wilderm-ss,  with 
no  civilization  nearer  than  Fort  Winnebago  "it  the  north,  Mini 
Blue  Mounds  on  the  west,  and  but  very  little  ih.  iv;  and  over 
which  now  stands  (he  principal  entrance  t«-  one  of  the  finest  eap 
itol  structures  in  the  West-]  have  no  doubt  flow  Pnty  saw  in  \m 


•This,  it  WOUld  Mem,  should  bo  October.    Mr.  Ruydam  orrilrt-   on  o«i«Ur 
27.  lH:ili,  that  bv  had  -carefully  meandered  nnd  men-und  the  .  M<  ri,  i    inrv  or 
the  plat  of  Che  town  of  MadlBOn;  Judge  I »-t y  ,  ,-mHW  to  the  r',trf' 'nf"'  °[, 
plat,  at  Itelmont.  November  4,  183d"     These  date*  were  furt.Mnd  n  e  by  « 
Chapman.   R«q.,  derive.)  from   the  land   IWCOrdi  of  Pane  8911*1*   »M«1  I 
verified  by  examination  #  .  ,   ,  r    C  II 

t  Mlcbel  st.  Cyr,  n  I  lef  iketcn  i  I  wnon  ro  It  m  tl  •  I  I  * 
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far-reaching  mind,  just  what  we  now  see  actually  accomplished, 
a  splendid  city  surrounding  the  Capitol  of  Wisconsin  at  Four 
Lakes,  as  he  remarked  to  me  then,  that  I  need  not  he  surprised 
to  learn  that  the  seat  of  Government  of  Wisconsin  was  Located 
on  that  spot  before  the  Legislature  had  adjourned.  And  sure 
enough,  it  so  happened. 

"We  went  directly  to  Belmont,  where  the  Legislature  was  in 
session.  On  arriving  there,  I  immediately  set  about  drawing 
the  plat  of  Madison,  the  Governor,  in  the  mean  time,  giving 
me  minute  directions  as  to  its  whole  plan,  every  item  of  which 
having  originated  with  him  while  on  the  ground,  as  1  j ._•  i 1 1 1:  the 
most  suitable,  and  best  calculated,  to  develop  the  peculiar  to- 
pography of  the  place. 

"As  soon  as  the  plats  were  completed,  I  returned  hoc 
leaving  the  Governor  behind  to  carry  out  his  object.  On  the 
adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  quite  a  number  of  gentlemen,  I 
never  learned  how  many,  belonging  to  that  body,  Went  t"  their 
homes  the  owners  of  sundry  corner  lots  in  a  new  town,  and  tin- 
seat  of  Government  of  Wisconsin  was  permanently  located  a; 
Madison,  while  the  temporary  locality  to  be  at  Burlington, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  until  tin-  Capitol  buildings 
wero  erected  and  got  ready  for  occupancy. 

"Gov.  Doty  had  the  honor  of  naming  the  county  of  Dane 
after  some  notable  person  and  circumstance  connected  frith  the 

passage  of  the  Ordinance  of  17S7,  for  the  (iowrnment  of  the 
Territory  North-West  of  the  Obi",  which  he  wished  might  be 
preserved  in  this  imperishable  way;  and  the  name  was  given  t.. 
the  city  by  him  in  honor  of  President  fefadisom,  v.  1.  m  emoty 
ho  held  in  very  higli  esteem." 

Hon.  John  Catlin,  who  was  anion-  (he  early  wMtlon  at 
Madison,  in  L837,  and  the  first  lawyer  of  the  place,  say-: 

"1  always  understood  that  James  1 ».  I><»ty  pavo  the  nan 
Dane  to  the  county  of  that  name,  after  Nathan  l>ane,  ami  I 
have  no  doubt  of  it. ' 

Hon.  John  V.  Smith,  an  early  settler  of  Iin.wn  county.  ami 
afterwards  of  Madison.  Btat 

"My  impression  is,  that  the  name  of  Pane  county  *u£- 
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gested  by  Gov.  Doty;  but  I  am  not  sufficiently  sure  to  justify 
the  statement  as  an  historical  fact." 

Hon.  Gilbert  Knapp,  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
from  Milwaukee  county,  in  1836,  says: 

"I  think  Hon.  J.  D.  Doty  gave  the  name  of  Madison  to  your 
city." 

Maj.  Charles  Doty,  son  of  Gov.  Doty,  states: 
"I  have  always  thought  my  father  named  the  city  of  Madi- 
son ;  but  can  recall  nothing  in  reference  to  the  naming  of  Dane 
county." 

Judge  J.  G.  Knapp,  an  early  resident  of  Brown  county,  and 
subsequently  of  Madison,  makes  the  following  statement: 

"Dane  county  waS  named  after  Hon.  Nathan  Dane,  a  dele- 
gate in  the  Continental  Congress  from  Massachusetts,  who,  it 
not  the  author,  introduced  into  Congress  the  Ordinance  of  L787, 
Gov.  Doty  has  told  me,  that  he  suggested,  and  had  influence 
sufficient  to  induce  the  adoption  of  this  name.  He  deemed  it 
very  proper  that  the  county  in  which  the  Capital  of  tin-  last 
Territory  and  State  organized  out  of  the  old  North-West  Tt  fl 
tory,  should  perpetuate  the  name  of  the  author  of  that  Or- 
dinance, by  bearing  his  name;  as  I  think  the  act  of  establish- 
ing the  counties,  will  be  found  bearing  a  later  date  than  that 
fixing  the  location  of  the  Capital.  I  have  ao  question  but  that 
we  arc  indebted  to  Gov.  Doty  for  the  name  of  Dane." 

Thus  it  quite  clearly  appears,  that  with  the  exception  of  the 
vague  and  uncertain  recollections  of  Hon.  Henry  S.  1  laird  and 
Hon.  John  13.  Terry,  in  supposing  thai  the  laic  Ool  Brighton 
gave  name  to  Dane  county,  as  he  was  the  firsl  white  settler 
within  its  limits,  the  strong  preponderance  of  testimony  pointi 
to  Gov.  Doty*  as  the  person  who  originated  thr  name;  MM 


*  For  the  sajce  of  preserving  Home  Interesting  fncts  wit h  reference  to  G->Ttr- 
nor  Doty  and  his  parentage,  furnished  i>y  Dr.  DrankPrj  R    Rough,  ta*  wej 
known  antiquary  and  historian,  of  Lowvllle,  N   S    Iml    •  »t«  for  tie 

notice  of  the  Governor  In  our  Inst  volume,  we  now  append  them 

"Chlllu*  Doty,  the  father  of  James  O  Doty,  removed  from  Sal- 1 
county,  N  V..  to  Min  t  tnshurg,  Lewis  county,  N.  V.  about  I80J.  *nd  dl.  d  In  tliat 
town  October  10.  1824.  Me  was  for  many  years  nn  Inn  kivpa  II-  "m*  uli-r  rT 
of  Lewis  county,  In  1805  8,  and  In  1811  14  :  a  m-mlwr  of  (It.-  A  win  hi  v  In  1*U 
1810.  and  1817.  and  Surrogate  from  1 H 1  f.  to  IS-JM  II'  was  «p|.oi>,«,M|  \»!i.-.»r 
under  the  law  Imposing  a  direct  tax  by  OOBgress  aflei   the  War  ot   IH'.dH.  «n«l 

was  several  years  s  County  Judge,  ki 
"Mrs  Sarah  Doty,  mother  of  ("Jovernor  Doty,  was  a  slsi.-r  ,f  i.en   \>«iicr  iur 

2(3 
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all  unite  in  ascribing  to  him  the  suggestion  of  the  name  of 
Madison  for  the  Capital  city,  in  commemoration  of  the  name 
and  services  of  one  of  the  distinguished  associates  of  Nathan 
Dane  in  the  old  Continental  Congress,  and  who  subsequently 
filled  the  high  position  of  President  of  the  United  States. 

As  the  journals  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  of  l^o*  arc- 
rare,  a  synopsis  of  the  proceedings  connected  with  the  locati  □ 
of  the  Capital,  may  be  deemed  of  sufficient  interest  to  re-pro- 
duce in  this  connection. 

Governor  Dodge,  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature,  pledged 
his  assent  to  any  locality  for  the  permanent  seat  <>i  Govern- 
ment upon  which  a  majority  of  the  representative-  of  the  peo- 
ple should  regard  as  would  best  promote,  the  public  g  1. 

On  the  11th  of  November,  1836,  Alanson  Sweet,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  from  Milwaukee,  introduced  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish  the  seat  of  Government;  and  the  Council  had  two  -  I 
sions  on  the  bill  in  committee  of  the  whole  that  day,  and  re- 
newed the  session  on  the  subject  on  Saturday,  the  L2th.  On 
Monday,  the  14th,  its  further  consideration  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Arndt,  of  Green  Bay,  postponed  one  week. 

Nov.  21st,  the  bill  was  again  taken  up  in  committee  "t"  the 
whole;  the  22d  and  23  d,  two  sessions  each  day  were  held  .»t 
the  latter,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Arndt  t«.  strike  0U1  RlftditOB 
as  the  Capital,  and  insert  Fond  (111  I.ae,  which  was  I 
by  a  vote  of  six  ayes  to  seven  noes.  Uv  preeisel}'  the  samo 
vote,  except  Du  Biique,  which  received  five  votes,  were  the 
following  places  successively  moved  t<»  be  substituted  for  Mad- 
ison, and  rejected:  Du  Buque;  the  Portage  of  the  Wisconsin 
and  Fox  livers;  Helena;  Milwaukee;  Raeiim;  Belmont; 
Mineral  Point;  Platteville;  Astor;  (Vsville;  IMlevieW  foil 
the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi  ]  ;  Koshkoimng;  Wisoon 
sinapolis,  two  and  a  halt*  miles  from  Fori  Winnebaf  P 

in  Dubuque  county;  Wisconsin  City,  on  the  Witeonain  rifer, 

in  Iowa  county.     By  the  same  vnte,  tbe  bill  wa-  ..rd,n««l  ,  n 

tin  ttM  nni.ii.Mor  <»f  Mn  i  t  inshiirtf.  Shp  wbh  b«.in  April  10  l7<-7.  nn.l  la 
MartinsinirK.  Hpptemher  nth.  1843,  nt. a  Ri'VOUj  -vm  >< 

Clinton  during  iiis  nondeinfc  fw\rw 
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grossed  for  a  third  reading;  and  the  next  day,  the  24th,  it  re- 
ceived its  final  passage  by  the  following  vote,  viz: 

Ayes — John  P.  Arndt,  of  Green  Pay;  Ebenezer  Brigs' 
of  Iowa  county ;  Arthur  B.  Ingraham,  of  Pes  Moines;  Alansoii 
Sweet,  of  Milwaukee;  Jeremiah  Smith,  Jr.,  of  Pes  Moines; 
John  B.  Terry,  of  Iowa  county ;  and  Joseph  E.  Teas,  of  1  >>  a 
Moines. 

Noes — John  Foley,  of  Pu  Puque ;  Gilbert  Knapp,  of  Mil- 
waukee county;  Thomas  MeKnight,  of  Pu  Buque;  Thomas 
McOraney,  of  Pu  Buque;  James  P.  Vineyard,  of  Iowa 
county;  and  Henry  S.  Baird,  of  Green  Bay,  President  of  the 
Council. 

The  bill  was  promptly  sent  to  the  House,  the  same 
November  24th,  and  read  the  first  time;  when  Mr.  Dallam,  I  I 
Crawford,  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  until  the  4th  day 
of  July  next  succeeding,  ten  members  voting  fur,  and  fourteen 
against  the  proposition.  It  was  read  a  second  time,  November 
25th,  and  on  that  day,  and  the  20th,  and  Monday  'he  28th; 
was  considered  in  committee  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Quigley 
moved  to  strike  out  Madison,  which  was  disagreed  to.  Mr. 
Dallam  moved  to  substitute  Burlington  for  Madison;  dis- 
agreed to;  and  he  then  moved  Mineral  Point  as  a  BubttitUte, 
which  was  disagreed  to.  The  vote  thus  far  not  given,  Mr. 
Engle  moved  to  strike  out  Madison,  and  insert  Pu  Ibimm. 
which  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  !)  to  15.  Mr.  Ellis  noted  tQ 
strike  out  Madison  and  insert,  City  «>f  the  Four  Lakes; 
noes  17.    Mr.  Eowlin  moved  to  substitute  Oassville;  ayes 

10,  noes  15;  and  he  then  moved  to  substitute  Mimral  Point; 

ayes  11,  noes  14.  Mr.  Sheldon  moved  t<»  snbsiimtr  Milwau- 
kee; ayes  8,  noes  16.  Mr.  Cox  moved  to  substitute  <Wc,lu; 
ayes  6,  noes  17.  Mr.  Dallam  moved  to  SuWtltUta  PraM«  I* 
Chien;  ayes  13,  noes  12;  when  Mr.  Shanl.y  moved  a  r.roii 

sideratinii  of  this  vote,  whieh  was  agreed  toj  rote  no1  givea. 

On  the  reenrrenee  of  Mr.  Pallam's  wUtfcttta  of  Pwlrh 
du  Obion,  it  was  negatived  by  a  VOfe  of  ay*  H|  1». 
Mr.  Quigley  moved  to  Htrike  oul   the  rnactinfl  elnuse;  av«  * 
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tl'O,  noes  10;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  by  the 
same  vote;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Loftier,  the  bill  was  read  a 

•  third  time,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes — Thomas  Blair,  of  Des  Moines;  John  Box,  of  Des 
Moines;  William  Boyles,  of  Iowa  county;  David  R  Chancy 

'•of  Des  Moines;  Madison  W.  Cornwall,  of  .Milwaukee;  James 
P.    Cox,   of  Iowa  county;   Charles   Durkee,   of  .Milwaukee 

'county;  Warren  L.  Jenkins,  of  Des  Moines;  Dane  ! 

'(Des  Moines;  James  II.  Lockwood,  of  Crawford;  Thomas  Mc- 

^Knight,  of  Iowa  county;  Daniel  M.   Parkinson,  <>f 

'county;  Eli  Reynolds,  of  Des  .Moines;  Thomas  Shanlej,  of 

-Iowa  county;  and  George  W.  Teas,  of  Des  M nines — 15. 

Noes — Hosea  T.  Camp,  of  Du  Buque;  Ebenezer  Child*, 

l6f  Green  Bay;  Albert  G.  Ellis,  of  Green   Bayj  Jam.-  B. 

iDallam,  of  Crawford;  Alex.  J.  Irwin,  of  Green  Bay;  ffar 

•din  Nowlin,  of  Du  Buque;  Patrick  Quigley,  of  Du  Buque; 
William  B.  Sheldon,  of  Milwaukee;  George  F.  Smith,  of 
Iowa  county;  Loring  Wheeler,  of  Du  Bttque;  and  Peter  Hill 

'Engle,  of  Du  Buque,  Speaker — 11. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  Des  Moines  county  delegation*  in 

'both  houses  favored  the  location  at  some  central  and  conven- 
ient point  between  the  Mississippi  and  hake  Michigan,  anti  V 
pating  the  early  division  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  ai 
organization  of  the  Territory  of  Cowaj  when  they  apparcntl) 

'hoped  to  secure  the  location  of  the  Oapitol  in  their  portion  ol 

Iowa  Territory,  which  they  eventually  accomplished,  AaUk 

from  any  douceur  consideration,  We  should  suppose  this  alone 
was  a  sufficient  inducement  tor  the  solid  vote  of  thai  d.  h-.t 
^tion  for  Madison  as  the  seat  of  Gov<  rnment, 

T..  C.  D 
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Michel  St.  Cyr  an  Early  Dane 
County  Pioneer 


By  Lyman  C.  Draper 

In  the  preceding  paper,  reference  is  made  to  Michel  St. 
Cyr,  an  early  settler  of  Dane  county.  He  was  well-known  to 
Col.  George  H.  Slaughter,  Col..  Win,  B.  Slaughter,  and  Gen. 
Simeon  Mills;  and  from  them,  especially  the  former,  most  of 
the  facts  concerning  him  were  derived.  They  all  agree,  that 
he  resided  at  a  point  a  little  north  of  the  month  of  Pheasant 
Branch,  where  the  City  of  the  Four  hakes  was  located  and 
platted,  now  owned  by  James  Livesey.  But  the  distance  of 
St.  Cyr's  residence  from  the  University  Location  was  greater 
than  Mr,  Suydam  supposed — instead  of  about  two  miles,  it 
was  nearer  six.  Nor  was  there  any  other  residence  at  that 
early  day  between  St.  Cyr's  place  and  Madison.* 

Wallace  Rowan,  a  rough  and  hardy  frontier  man,  bad 
early  located  as  an  Indian  trader  at  the  head  of  Fourth  hake, 
and  was  therein  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  tin-  Black  Hawk 
War,  as  stated  by  the  late  Col.  Ebenezer  Brighara;  not 
long  after  he  removed  to  Squaw  or  Strawberry  Point,  on  tin- 
eastern  bank  of  Third  or  Monona  Lake,  and  with  Win.  H. 
Long  entered,   in    1835,   the   fractional    tract   embracing  th-» 

Point.    He  was  afterwards  joined  by  Abraham  W  I;  tat 

selling  out.  his  fifty-two  acres  to  Ool.  Win.  B.  Slaughter. 
March  24th,  1838,  he  removed  to  the  present  locality  uf  1  Vy- 
nette,  where  for  several  years  be  kept  a  bouse  of  cnterUin- 
ment,  and  still   later  be  migrated   to  Baraboo,   when  be  and 


•In  a  note  received  from  Mr.  Buydam  since  the  preceding  • 
he  Bays:    "I  think  General  MIIIh  Is  rlftal  lii  bli  supposition  ii.m  it  fH  *»  rjt 
Who  lived  in  the  log  house  on  I'ourtb  Lake,  nl  the  titnf  rrfirrwl  to      lis  a 
Wlanebaio  wife,  and  kepi  i  bouae  of  entertainment,  »ncb  «.«  J|  «■      m  m 
the  distance  from  Madison,  I  have  hul  n  falm  rem  Irnlnn  ;  I  km  «  '« 
o  tramp  througu  the  tall  graai  and  hushes,  and  took  ui  quits.  «  loni  lat  a  at 
eoapllsb  n."  1   1  1 
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Wood  built  a  mill,  and  where  bo  died.  Unlike  most  of  the 
early  Indian  traders,  bis  wife  was  a  white  woman. 

St.  Cyr  succeeded  Jlowau  as  a  trader  at  the  bead  of  Fourth 
Lake — whisky  and  tobacco  constituted  bis  stock  in  trade. 
Tbe  whisky  was  at  first  dealt  out  to  bis  Indian  customers  i ii 
full  strength,  and  pretty  liberal  quantities,  until  they  became 
•considerably  oblivious,  when  tbe  liquor  was  diluted,  tnd 
■finally,  as  they  became  still  move  intoxicated,  water  was  f 
substituted,  and,  as  St.  Cyr  said,  answered  every  purr 
But  this  trade  was  not  sufficient  for  a  livelihood,  and  St.  Cyr 
cultivated  about  eight  acres  of  ground,  surrounded  with  a 
rude  fence,  raising  corn,  oats,  potatoes,  ami  a  few  vegetables. 

His  cabin  was  a  small  affair,  about  twelve  feet  square,  with 
a  dirt  floor;  and  almost  adjoining  it  was  a  stable  oi  about  the 
same  dimensions.  With  a  Winnebago  woman  for  his 
and  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  young,  be  entertained  the 
very  few  travelers  that  passed  through  tbe  country.  When 
A.  F.  Pratt  and  companion  stopped  there  in  February,  1837, 
as  related  in  tbe  first  volume  of  Wis,  Hist,  Colls.,  they  had 
served  up  to  then)  a  kind  of  pot-pie  which  relished  very  well; 
and  after  finishing  their  meal,  and  inquiring  what  kind  of  meat 
they  bad  eaten,  they  were  informed  that  it  was  MUakraL  In- 
deed nmskrats,  and  occasionally  pheasants,  seemed  to  form 

tbe  principal  viands  for  bis  table;  ami  St.  Cyr  would  plea* 
antly  observe,  tbat  tbe  Englishmen,  meaning  while  p  epU 
generally,  "would  just  as  soon  eat  pheasant  a-  rat.  wben  all 
were  evoked  up  together." 

St.  Cyr  was  a  Canadian  halfbreed,  ham  ftboiH    180G|  had 

always  lived  on  tbe  frontier  ami  among  the  [Radians,  sad 
could  speak  English  quite  well,  though  k  \va<  ontiivly  illiter- 
ate. He  was  a  man  of  ordinary  liae,  tbonl  one  hundred  MM 
fifty  pounds  weight  j  with  a  thin  viaafe,  dark  aasnplexlon, 
black  hair  and  eyes,  a  quick  step,  and  a  ready,  activ.  man 
generally,  ill  both  body  and  mind.  He  was  amiable,  ami  kind 
to  all,  and  scorned  a  dish-. net  man  M  I  liar.     H    afctfl  M  1  | 

commanding  influence  over  that  p-.m.-n  ,.f  ih,  Wmm  b.»ir  «'  * 

wit  b  whom  he  Wfl  I  a  19  .eiated. 
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Such  was  the  pioneer  settler  with  whom  Gov.  Doty  and  Mr. 
Suydam  obtained  entertainment  in  the  fall  of  1836,  and  who 
assisted  them  in  taking  such  meanders  and  surveys  of  the  shores 
of  Third  and  Fourth  Lakes,  and  other  points,  as  were  neces- 
sary  for  platting  the  embryo  city  of  Madison. 

St.  Cyr  claimed  that  he  had  made  some  arrangement  with 
Judge  Doty  to  enter  for  him  the  land  where  ho  lived;  it  so, 
the  arrangement  failed  of  its  object.  A.  F.  Pratt  mention*, 
in  his  limitinhcances  of  Wisconsin,  that  "the  lands  which  he 
had  cultivated,  had  been  sold  without  his  knowledge;  for  in 
fact,  he  took  no  interest  in  any  thing  except  trading  in  fur  a, 
etc."  Col.  W.  B.  Slaughter  entered  the  tract  in  tne  sum- 
mer or  autumn  of  "1835,  and  conveyed  an  undivided  interest  to 
Judge  Doty,  Dec.  20th,  in  that  year,  with  a  view  of  having  a 
town  laid  out  there,  and  eventually  securing  the  location  of 
the  Territorial  Capital  at  that  point.  Accordingly  Judge  Doty 
employed  John  Ikinnister,  a  surveyor  of  Green  Haw  who  sub- 
sequently removed  to  Fond  du  Lac  and  died  there,  to  lay  out 
the  City  of  the  Four  Lakes,  where  Rowan  and  St.  Cyr  had 
successively  traded,  and  where  Gen.  Dodge  hud  held  I 
ference  with  the  Winiiebagoes,  May  25th,  1832.  It  was  sur- 
veyed and  platted  probably  in  dune.  L836,  as  the  certificate 
of  the  plat  bears  date,  July  7th,  of  that  year.  Subsequently 
to  purchasing  an  interest  in  Slaughter's  tract.  Judge  Doty  re- 
ceived proposals  from  GpV.   Mason,  of   Michigan,  t"  furnish 

money  to  enter  the  tract  embracing  the  present  Locality  "t 
Madison — very  likely  at  Holy's  suggestion;  which  he  proba 
bly  regarded  in  a  more  favorable  light  than  the  Slaughter  lo- 
cation.    At  the  time  of  the  eventful  session  of  the   I  Vim. ml 

Legislature,  Col.  Slaughter  was  abscn(  in  the  South  to 

the  winter,  and  no  one  was  present  with  tempting  ouvra  of  coi- 
ner lots  in  his  behalf,  and  Madison  was  the  successful  Compel 
iter  for  the  interesting  pri/.e  at  stake.     So  much  for  the  City  »i 

the  Four  Laki  9,  and  ita  unhappy  Pate, 
To  compensate  St.  Cyr  for  his  trilling  improvements,  OoL 

Slaughter  gave  him  souk-  two  hundred  llolUnj  an  I  iboul  tfcl 
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first  of  July,  1838,  he  removed  first  to  Minnesota,  and  soon  af- 
ter to  the  Winnebago  reservation  in  Iowa,  and  there  he  died 
about  3.864.  His  two  sons  grew  up  worthless  fellows  tmoog 
the  Indians;  and,  as  some  of  the  Winnebagoes  reported  to  Col. 
G.  H.  Slaughter,  they  "drink  heap  of  whisky." 

Michel  St.  Cyr  was  one  of  the  half-breed  Canadian  race 
of  the  couneurs  des  hois,  voyageurs,  and  Indian  traders,  whose 
wants  were  few  and  simple;  and  who,  in  manners,  customs  and 
acquirements,  were  but  slightly  in  advance  of  the  Indians 
among  whom  they  associated,  lived,  and  died.  It  was  only  the 
mere  accident  of  his  having  been  temporarily  an  early  settler 
of  Dane  county,  and  the  humble  part  he  took  in  tbe  primitive 
survey  of  Madison,  that  led  to  the  perpetuation  of  bis  name 
and  career  in  these  early  reminiscences  of  the  country. 
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By  Albert  Salisbury 
No.  1. — Maj.  William  Deviese 

Moved  by  an  interest  in  the  early  affairs  of  this,  my  native 
State,  and  by  a  desire  to  assist,  in  some  small  measure,  in  the 
•work  of  onr  Historical  Society,  I  spent  a  part  of  my  last  sum- 
mer vacation  in  looking  np  and  "interviewing"  some  of  the 
surviving  pioneers  of  this  portion  of  Wisconsin. 

True,  it  is  rather  late  to  be  seeking  pioneer  reminiscences, 
but  "better  late  than  never,"  especially  since  the  men  whom 
I  have  dug  up,  as  it  were,  have  thus  far  been  almost  wholly 
overlooked  in  all  the  many  narratives  that  concern  their  times. 
A  special  interest  attaches  to  them,  moreover,  from  the  fact 
that  they  have  so  long  survived  the  events  which  made  Up  tho 
chief  episodes  of  their  lives. 

William  Deviese  was  born  March  Mi.  1798,  near  Hui 
ville,  Pocahontas  Co.,  Virginia,  of  French  ami  Scotch  lineage. 
In  March,  1 820,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  he  left  Virginia, 
with  a  surveying  parly,  bound  for  Arkansas;  but  on  reaching 
the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  reports  of  the  sickliness  of  th.  coun- 
try caused  him  to  turn  aside  into  [llinois.  At  that  tim.  Cairo 
had  hardly  begun  its  existence,  there  bring  but  I  tVw  "squat- 
ters" on  or  near  its  present  site.  Qoiltg  (M  fool  t<>  Yandalin. 
he  passed  there  the  winter  of  1820-27.  There  lie  saw  AhrA- 
ham  Lincoln  in  the  Legislature  then  in  session.*  In  th.' 
early  spring  of  1827,  Deviese  went  by  wagon  t<.  St.  I.ouis; 
thence  by  steamboat  to  the  Des  Moines  Kapids ;  thence  on  foot 
to  Shullsbnrg,  Wis.,  stopping  over  nighl  at  (Jaletta.     At  Van 

•This  IBUItJ  be  n  mistake,  n*  Mr.  I.lnruln,  n«v.-i  illnc  i"  H.im.Mp  /  tfr  <>f  Mm. 
did  nut  remove  ft'       ludlnim  (>■  I  it  itoo  LCD 
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dalia  ho  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  James  Hawthorn, 
who  accompanied  him  on  this  journey  and  was  kit  subsequent 
business  partner.  They  reached  Shullsbufcg  March  28,  L827. 
They  found  there  a  Dutch  trader  named  Shull,  and  four  or 
five  cabins  occupied  by  perhaps  forty  or  fifty  miners,  mostly 
Irish. 

Deviese  began  mining  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  can 
of  ShulJsburg,  selling  his  ore  to  smelters.  After  Spending  a 
year  here,  he  went,  in  the  spring  of  1828,  to  Bine  Mounds, 
leaving  Hawthorn  to  continue  the  work  at  Skill Isbnrg.  At 
the. Mounds  he  found  two  men  named  Moore,  who  were  trad- 
ing a  little,  in  whisky  at  least,  and  one  John  Dun-can,  after- 
wards well  known  throughout  the  region,  and  whom  be  thinks 
to  have  been  the  largest  and  most  powerful  man  he  ever  Mf, 

Col.  Ebenezer  Brighton  came  to  (he  Mound-  BOOI1  after 
De^ie-se,  and  Jenkins  and  McCraney  built  a  Bmelting  fur- 
nace in  the  same  year.  It  was  while  he  was  at  I  due  Mounds 
that  the  tragedy  was  enacted  at  Boner  &  McNutt's  trading 
post,  near  what  was  afterwards  Exeter  village.  He  bad  known 
Boner  and  idcNutt  at  Shullsburg.  They  bad  been  fed  to 
establish  themselves  near  Sugar  river  by  the  same  information 
which  also  led  Deviese  to  go  thither  at  a  later  day  for  minim: 
purposes.  A  man  named  Burks  in  attempting  to  cross  the 
Territory,  had  become  lost,  and  hud  chanced  upon  the  "hi  !■ 
dian.  diggings  while  making  his  way  Inward-  BhuUsbnrg 
horseback.  Deviese,  in  his  account  of  the  Kxcter  atTnir, 
agrees  substantially   with  that  given   by  Mr.  .1.  \Y.    So  w  art. 

in  vol.  iii  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections,  eaeepl  that  hi 

says  that  Van  Sickle  was  no1  a  Freurluuau  but  a  Dutehmau — 
an  excellent  interpreter,  but  a  great  liar. 

After  the  murder  of  Boner,  McXutt  He  l  to  Blue  \lmn<k 
and  was  lying  drunk  at   Moores'  when  the  news  ivnrhod  the 

Mounds.    He  was  tied  by  Deviese,  Dunetn  and  other*,  Mid 

delivered  up  to  the  officers  from   I  Uluvville.     IfdNutt  ma. I- 
no  resistance,  being  in  faet  b*0  drunk,  but  denied  ill  kim.vl 
edge  of  the  murder,  and  laid  if  be  btd  killed  BoW  Hi 
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nothing  of  it,  as  may  have  been  the  case.  He  was  kept  in  jail 
at  Prairie  du  Chien  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  then  acquitted. 

In  July,  .1828,  Deviese  went  down  to  this  old  trading-post 
to  prospect  the  old  Indian  diggings  already  mentioned,  and  af- 
terwards known  as  Sugar  River  or  Exeter  Diggings.  B 
successful  in  "prospecting,"  he  returned  to  the  Mounds,  and  <>n 
August  12th  of  the  same  summer,  he  started  to  establish  him- 
self permanently  on  Sugar  river,  Leaving  Hawthorn  to  00tt» 
tinue  work  at  Blue  Alounds,  as  be  bad  before  done  at  Sbulls- 
hurg.  In  the  autumn,  Wm.  Wallace  and  wife,  and  Josiab 
Iv.  Blackmore,  went  down  as  employees.  Blackmore 
two  years.  He  is  the  man  from  whom  .Mr.  Stewarl  chiefly 
derived  his  reminiscences  of  early  days  in  Green  county,  and 
is  said  to  be  still  living  at  Warren.  Illinois. 

In  the  spring  of  1821),  Deviese  built  a  smelting  furnace 
near  the  old  stand  of  Boner  and  McXutl.  one  and  a  half 
miles  west  of  Exeter.  Other  diggers  had  come  down  during 
the  winter,  and  his  smelting  business  became  quite  lively  in 
the  summer  of  '29.  That  summer  be  broke  and  planted  a  tur- 
nip patch.  In  the  fall  be  went  to  Fulton  and  Peoria  Counties, 
Illinois,  and  hrought  up  a  drove  of  bogs.  The  following  M&m 
iner,  18SQ,  he  broke  sixteen  acres,  and  put  in  corn,  pumpkin-, 
turnips  and  oats. 

The  lead  smelted  meantime  WftS  hauled,  to  (Jak  na.  by  «'\rn, 
sometimes  as  ..many  as  eight  yoke  being  attached  to  a  single 
WagOU.     It  commanded,  generally,  about  eights  dollars  a  ton, 

but  in  the  spring  of  1&29,  it  was  very  Low,  owing  I  1  th«  tariff 
excitement  that  accompanied  the  election  of  Andrew  .laek- 
son  to  the  Presidency  . 

In  1980,  many  minors  were  K  n\  in-.  [IMkllJ  tiV*A.  Ho 
thinks  it  was  in  that  year,  instead  oi  L&W,  M  italtd  by  Mr. 
Stewart,  that  John  I>.  Skinner  and  TOO*  Ncal  .  .mho,  n<  .•  i 
at  Skinner's  Diggings,  a  few  mile,  north  "I"  Hpnroe.  m.o 
had  previously  owned  a  furnace  al  Kim  M.-mnK  And*  w 
Clarno  was  living  with  Skinner  in  I  WO,  and  began.  <m  a  hm 
in  the  town  that  bears  his  name,  in  IS.'U,  :h  l>cviiv*o  lliii 
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Deviese  had  all  along  done  something  at  trading,  besides 
his  mining  operations;  but  in  1831,  John  Dougherty  set  up 
a  trading  stand  on  the  present  site  of  Exeter.  This  was  a  dull 
year,  but  Deviese  kept  on  smelting  with  four  employees,  and 
put  in  a  crop  in  1832. 

The  settlers  on  Sugar  river  knew  nothing  of  the  Black  Hawk 
War  until  May  of  that  year,  when  the  Winnebagoes  told  Dough- 
erty's half-breed  wife  of  the  outbreak.  At  that  time  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes  were  about  the  mouth  of  the  Kishwaukee,  and 
the  engagement  at  Stillman's  Dun  had  already  taken  place. 
The  information  was  received  about  noon,  and  that  evening  all 
started  for  Galena  by  the  only  conveyance  at  baud — a  broi 
down  yoke  of  oxen,  and  the  running  gear  of  an  old  buggy,  as 
all  the  teams  happened  to  be  on  a  trip  to  Galena  with  leal. 
Everything  was  left  behind,  including  their  tools,  30,000  Lb*, 
of  lead,  and  Dougherty's  merchandise. 

Deviese  went  to  Wiota  and  joined  a  militia  company  under 
Wm.  S.  Hamilton,  and  assisted  in  building  the  blockhouse 
called  Fort  Hamilton.    While  they  wen-  forted  hen  . 
the  massacre  of  SpaffonPs  farm,  in  which   Omri  SpafforS, 
James   Mcllwaine,   Abraham    Searles   and    a    man  called 
John  Dull,  were  killed  by  the  Indians.    They  were  attacked 
in  a  corn-field;  Spafford  would  not   run,  but  stood  at  bay, 
and  was  killed    in  the   hold.     Francis   Spencer,    who  owned 
part  of  the  field,  escaped  through  a  ravine,  as  did  also  another 
of  the  party.    The  other  men  swam  the  river,  and  were  -h.-t. 
as  it  seems,  while  trying  to  get  up  the  farther  bank.    Tbe  men 
at  the  fort  were  soon  apprised  of  the  affair,  and  wb.  n  the  Wj 
of  the  man  called  John  Dull  was  Rshed  out  of  the  itreaja, 
his  watch  had   not  yet    stopped.    SffctlCer    was  found  M*M 
days  afterward  under  the  floor  of  an  old  Stable  or  hog  pen, 
nearly  crazed  with  fright.     A  few  days  later,  on  the  morninj 
of  «l'une  Kith,  Henry  Apple  was  killed  near  the  tort,  and 
Gen.  Dodge,  rode  soon  afterwards  into  the  fort,  and  or*  red  all 
the  mounted  men  into  pursuit  of  tbe  Indiana,    OoL  Hamil 

ton  was  absent,  and  had  left  the  fort   in  eonunand  of  Gift 


1872]  Green  County  Pioneers 


Harrison,  a  relative  of  Old  Tippecanoe,  as  was  Col.  Hamil- 
ton of  the  distinguished  Alexander  Hamilton. 

The  men  sprang  to  their  horses  and  Deviese  mounting 
Capt.  Harrison's  horse  in  his  haste,  was  off  with  the  rest 
Maj.  Kirkpatrick's  dog  took  the  trail,  and  in  course  of  the 
day  the  Red-Skins  were  overtaken.  After  they  were  first  sen 
they  ran  about  two  miles,  and  finally  took  shelter  under  the 
thicketed  bank  of  a  small  lake  or  pond  near  the  Peckatonica. 
They  fired  first,  hitting  in  all  four  men.  Dodge  shouted, 
"charge  them,  G — d  d — n  them,  every  man  sword  in  hand  !M 
The  amusing  part  of  it  was,  that  there  was  not  a  sword  in  the 
whole  command  except  his  own.  rJ 'he  horses  had  been  lefl  be- 
hind  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  in  charge  of  a  few  men  detailed 
for  the  purpose.  After  the  Indian  fire,  Dodge's  men  charged 
and  killed  all  but  one,  he  thinks,  at  the  first  lire.  That  one 
was  shot  by  Adjt.  Woodbridge  as  he  crawled  up  tin-  <ip]H<-it<- 
bank  of  the  lake.  The  Indians  threw  their  anus  into  th 
ter  after  their  fire,  not  having  time  to  re-load,  and  realizing, 
seemingly,  that  the  game  was  up  with  them.  Deviese  think- 
that  when  Dodge's  men  fired,  the  range  was  not  more  than 
twenty-five  feet.  After  all  was  over,  one  of  the  party,  who  hi  I 
succeeded  in  getting  behind  in  some  way,  came  riding  up  fun 
ously,  and  "spoiling  for  a  fight."  The  coat  worn  by  Dodge 
in  this  fight,  as  in  all  others,  was  not,  really  a  mat  at  ail.  in  the 
usual  acceptation  of  the  word,  but  a  buck-skin  hunting  skill 

After  the  battle  of  the  Peckatoniea,  raoel  severe  ran, 
occasioning  a  delay  in  operations  Eor  Beveral  days;  after  which 
they  set  out  from  Fort  Hamilton  and  struck  Etook  river  at  th 
mouth  of  the  Oatfisk    They  kept  (ho  weal  side  of  Lake  K  \h 
konong,  and  camped  half  way  up  th,'  lake  to  w.ui   foe  th 
troops.     The  command  at  this  time  consisted  of  about  fdxtv 
men,  besides    a  few  friendly   MonomonOOI.    QeA.  ktki 
overtook  them  at  the  mouth  of  Hark  river,  and  built  bU  k 
houses  where   the  village   of  Fort   Atkinson    now  -land  \ 
force  went  up  Hark  river  to  the  mouth  oi  the  Whio  wai,  r.  bttl 

finding  no  trail  returned.  After  some  other  frnilk  -  searching, 
Gen.  Dodge,  with  (irns.  PoiBJf  ind  Henry  from  Illinois  Weill 
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across  with  several  hundred  men  to  where  Madison  now  stands, 
and  thence  struck  the  Black  Earth,  following  it  down  to  its 
mouth,  where  the  battle  of  Wisconsin  Heights  occurred  on  the 
fourth  or  fifth  day  from  Fort  Atkinson.  The  Indians  fired 
when  Dodge  was  on  the  top  of  the  bluff,  but  killed  nobody 
Dodge's  fire  killed  eleven.  The  Indians  plunged  into  the 
river  and  swam  from  island  to  island  or  hid  in  the  tall  grass. 
Dodge  camped  on  the  battlefield  as  night  was  just  coining  on. 
All  that  night  shouting  was  hoard  from  the  opposite  bluff.  As 
they  afterwards  learned,  it  was  Black  Hawk  calling  in  the 
Winnebago  tongue  to  propose  a  treaty,  he  wrongly  supposing 
that  the  whites  had  Winnebagoes  with  them. 

From  here  the  troops  dispersed  to  the  settlements  for  sup- 
plies. Gen.  Posey  went  to  Fort  Hamilton.  Deviese  then 
went  on  an  express  alone  to  Ft.  Atkinson  and  hark.  Gen. 
Atkinson  left  Capt.  Low*  at  the  fort  with  thirty  it  forty 
men,  and  marched  with  the  rest  to  meet  Dodge  at  11 
where  there  was  a  small  settlement,  and  where  they  all  crossed 

the  Wisconsin.    The  Indians  had   followed  the  Wisconsin 

down  to  a  point  nine  miles  below  Helena.    The  troops  Struck 
the  trail  at  once,  and  followed  to  the  month  of  the  Bad  A.X8. 
Deviese  did  not   leave  here    until  the  command    had  beer. 

gone  for  a  day  or  two.    That  pan  of  the  journey  between 

Dodgeville  and  Helena  he  made  during  the  darkest  night  thai 
he  ever  saw.  He  thinks  that  the  only  time  be  ever  really  suf- 
fered from  fear  during  the  whole  war.  was  that  night,  wh  n  he 
probably  had  least  to  fear,  excepl  the  possibility  perhaps  i.f 
going  astray.  When  a  day's  journey  beyond  Helena,  h-  wai 
obliged  to  camp  alone,  though  so  dear  the  command  that  hs 
heard  the  drums  heat  next  morning, 

Thq  night  before  the  battle  r>f  Bad  wUi  start  tow 
miles  from  the  Mississippi,  Deviese  with  soother  Mined 
Marsh,  went  on  an  express  to  Prairie  dn  Chien,    L»  the  mora 

the  thst  n.  B.  reKlment  of  i«tnnt.v;  .  .      J,//  '„  s  „,  ,  .,,.1 

war  with  flr#oi  Britain,  batlnifbetn  1  •  •»     '  "  WM  ,„,„.,,  ,„ 

t,)(.n  t0  „  fuhI  Untenant,  nn.l  w.jk    KI.i  n.l  .       ,,,rn,pnMI,  ..,  u  «<.. 

June,  tHir,    in  18 in,  he  ,    Mr,  ..f  -  < 

May.  1850 
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iag  tbc y  were  somewhat  alarmed  by  fresh  trails  in  the  clow, 
made  probably  by  deer,  but  reached  Prairie  flu  Chien  late  that 
night.  Capt.  Loomis  sent  the  steamboat  "Warrior"  up  the  river. 
Deviese  left  his  horse  and  wont  up  un  the  boar,  reaching  th; 
battle-ground  early  next  murning.  Dodge  had  sixteen 
wounded,  and  none  killed,  though  Capt.  Bowman,  one  of  the 
wounded,  died  on  the  trip  down.  The  boat  also  carried  down 
the  wounded  Indians. 

From  Prairie  du  Chien,  Deviesc,  though  worn  down  and 
nearly  sick,  went  on  an  express  to  Capt.  Low,  at  Fort  Atkin- 
son, having  for  a  companion  young  Dougherty,  son  of  the 
trader.  They  went  by  the  way  of  DoclgeviHe,  and  their  own 
settlement  of  Exeter.  They  found  everything  burned,  build- 
ings, goods  and  tools.  Deviese  thinks  it  was  not  done  by  the 
Indians,  but  by  a  Frenchman  named  Edward  Beonchard, 
to  spite  Dougherty,  with  whom  he  was  at  disagreement.  This 
Beouchai'd  was  a  boastful,  revengeful  and  worthless  tVllcv  who 
had  been  for  some  time  at  Blue  Mounds.  At  last  accounts  he 
was  still  living  at  Mineral  Point.* 

Capt.  Low  sent  messengers  to  Gen.  Scott  at  Reel  [aland, 
while  he  himself  went  back  to  his  old  post  al  Fori  Winnebago. 
Jefferson  Davis  was  at  this  time  a  Lieutenant  under  I 
Low,  both  at  Fort  Atkinson  and  Fort  Winnebago-  "and  .1? 
gentlemanly  a  man  as  I  ever  saw,"  adds  Maj.  Deviese.  Ths 
men  went  on  their  errand  and  met  Con.  S<-«.tt  where  B 
now  is,  on  his  way  from  Chicago  to  the  lead  mines.  Scotfl 
turned  down  Bock  river  to  Bock  Island.  Devteec  WCnl  dfeefld 
to  Fort  Dixon  where  he  was  sick,  and  Scott  sent  him  home. 

He  was  mustered  out  at  Wiota,  eventually  receiving  I  dollar 
a  day  for  the  services  of  himself  and  horse  (hiring  tin  wtr. 

»  it  is  due  to  truth  mid  charity  to  say,  thai  Ruch  un  n  a-         I  ■      who  hmo 
Been  muoh  of  frontier  life  and  liorder  adventure,  nre  opt  to  hi  ihoui 
fni    when  in  point  of  fact,  their  narrative*,  nftentlme*  «driiii*i  i 
nne  nevartheleas  within  the  bound h  of  trutli  and  nrolinhllli)     ;"'    nhard  waj  ■ 
native  of  Canada,  and  early  engaged  In  the  fur-trade,  nnd  w*»m  »vei  ui  h  .  ra 

citic  O.can.    Ho  returned  by  way  of  Hie  lied  river  wtl\  I,  Rl       lime  « 

Lord  Selkirk  was  on  the  wnv  there  In  a  half  Ktarvi  I  1  in  I 

took  a  supply  of  dried  meat,  went,  mei  and  nuceon  -i  him,  nml  «  midm  i<  •■  l  10 

the  settlement.  We  have  already  related  thai  h<  wn*, 

James  Johnson  In  effecting  the  purehnaa  of  tin  lend 

Winnebago  miner.    During  Hit)  nia.  u  Flaws  War,  h<  w 

General  Dodge.  Judge  M .   m.  Cothren,  Hon.   m         m    sin.ns     md  M«J 

Charles  V.  Legate,  for  many  .Mans  nelghhnrM  ..f  Mi  n-.o, ,1,11.1  ..1  Mit„  i  »i 
Point,  unite  In  testifying  to  ids  patrlotlam  and  klndne»i<  ..f  hrnri    nnd  re*iird 

film  iik  reliable  in  his'  hlstorteul  slateineiilH,  as  1  1m-  un.  ni.un  M  ii«««  «»f  •••oli 

Aged  men  usually  are.  '     '  1 
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He  went  back  to  Exeter  and  began  to  rebuild  in  the  latter 
days  of  August  or  first  of  September.  He  found  his  oxen,  cut 
hay,  and  re-established  himself  as  best  he  could.  He  kept  on 
smelting  till  the  next  year,  when  he  sold  his  furnace  to 
Dougherty,  and  went  to  mining  exclusively,  continuing  at 
this  until  1850.  By  1835  he  had  become  worth  a  considerable 
figure,  but  suffered  severely  from  the  crash  of  1837.  It  wjh 
estimated  that  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  lead  business,  he 
made  and  spent,  or  lost,  about  $40,000.  In  1835  Kemp  and 
Collins  bought  out  Dougherty.  Exeter  saw  its  palmi<  si 
days  in  1839,  '10  and  '41,  and  was  platted  in  1843.  In  those 
days  a  great  deal  of  money  was  handled  in  Exeter,  which  i- 
now,  perhaps  the  most  forlorn  hamlet  in  the  State. 

Thus  far  Deviese — almost  in  his  own  words,  and  without 
addition  or  embellishment;  but  of  the  years  that  follow  be  d  Bfl 
not  wish  to  speak.  Some  particulars  were  added  concerning 
the  state  of  society  among  the  early  miners,  the  method 
making  claims,  etc.;  but  to  interrogatories  touching  lain-  yean 
he  quietly  replied,  "that  is  all  that  is  worth  telling."  Though 
in  his  seventy-ninth  year,  he  seems  to  have  clear  and  definite 
recollections  of  the  interesting  limes  now  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury gone  by,  bnt  has  little  or  none  of  the  boastful  garrulity 
so  often  observed  in  men  of  his  age  and  experience. 

Since  the  Black  Hawk  War,  ho  has  but  once  been  outside 
of  Green  and  Dane  counties.  A  dozen  yean  ago  or  more  he 
spent  part  of  one  summer  in  following  up  some  indications  oi 
lead  that  ho  had  seen  while  scouting  in  the  Bad  kxe 
in  1832.  For  the  past  eighteen  years  lie  has  bean  a  member 
of  the  household  of  Mr.  Mollis  Crocker,  residing  three  miles 
west  of  Belleville,  Dane  county,  whose  wife,  b\  the  w;i\.  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  is  a  native  of  WiaQOttfa,  hawm:  been 
born  at  Gratiot's  Crove.  Deviese  lias  always  lived  a  bach 
As  he  says,  at  the  time  he  ought  i<>  have  been  marrying,  b  i 
was  going  out  of  the  marrying  world  into  the  wild,  incw 

His  most  noticeable  inlirmitv  is  a  partial  deeflU  IS,  though 
not  vigorous,  he  is  still  able  to  walk  to  church  ewrv  Sundaj 
morning,  a  distance  of  .over  a  mile.     it  may  Latent!  the  fa 
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who  may  have  known  him  in  the  days  of  his  reverses,  to  learn 
that  for  the  last  sixteen  years  he  has  entirely  abstained  from 
strong  drink,  and  lived  an  exemplary  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist church. 

Maj.  Deviese  has  not  been  without  some  scanty  and  im- 
perfect notice  in  the  historical  records  of  Wisconsin;  but  his 
name  is  always  incorrectly  given.  In  ]\[r.  Stewart's  sketch 
he  is  called  Davies;  in  vol.  iii  of  Gen.  Smith's  History, 
Lieut.  Bracken  calls  him  Deva;  Beouchard's  narrative  in 
the  same  volume,  is  nearer  right,  giving  it  as  Devies.  Ought 
not  the  portrait  of  this  veteran  pioneer  to  grace  the  Society's 
rooms  ? 

No.  2. — James  Hawthorn 

"[Jnclo  Jimmy  Hawthorn"  was  born  Oct.  22,  1797,  in 
Orange  Co.,  !Srew  York,  and  lived  in  that  region  up  to  the  ftge 
of  nineteen.  When  New  York  City  was  threatened  in  the 
War  of  1812,  though  but  a  boy  of  sixteen,  he  was  among  the 
volunteers  stationed  at  Brooklyn.  Among  his  recollections  of 
that  time  is  that  of  seeing  launched  one  of  the  earliest  Bl 
boats  on  the  North  River. 

"A  young  man  had  no  chance  there,"  and  so  with  a  I  i  m  I  1 
make  his  own  opportunities,  he  went  on  foot  to  Pittsburg  m 
1817,  carrying  his  total  effects  in  a  knapsack.  From  Pittsburg 
a  flat-boat  conveyed  him  to  the  month  of  die  Scioto;  thence 
ho  went  by  land  to  an  uncle  then  Living  near  Old  Chluicotho. 
After  working  at  Ohillieothe  a  year,  he  wenl  on  a  flat  boat  bo 
New  Orleans,  and  thence  took  passage  for  New  Jot*  in  a 
brig,  for  it  was  before  the  day  of  ocean  rteantors.  Be  paid 
twenty-five  dollars  for  his  passage,  boarding  himseif 

After  spending  three  years  in  his  native  county,  he  affftin 
clambered  over  the  mountains  to  Pittsburg,  and  th.n.v  went 

or  to  Hamilton,  Ohio.  May  9,  189*,  he  itarfcd  to*n  th* 
Big  Miami  on  a  flat  boat,  loaded  with  tLur.  for  New  Orleans. 
He  received  $40.00  as  wages  for  the  trip.  By  this  time 
there  were  several  steamboats  on  the  Mississippi,  and  on  ono  of 
27 
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these  he  returned  from  New  Orleans,  at  a  fare  oi  $12.00;  the 
passage  to  LouisviJJe  occupying  twenty-two  days. 

From  Hamilton   he  next  went   to  Edwanlsvilh-,  [Uin 
where  he  worked   at  "carpentering"   about   two   year-.  JC 
then  went  to  Vandalia,  where  he  worked  for  another  two  years. 
During  the  winter  of  1826-27,  he  fell  in  with  Win.  1 »- 
and  in  .March,  1827,  they  left  Vandalia  for  the  mining  country. 
Going  by  wag-on  to  St.  Louis,  they  there  took  passage  foi  Qi 
lena  on  a  steamboat;  but,  on  account  of  low  water,  were  un- 
able to  get  over  the  rapids  near  what  was  then  known  a-  F<  rl 
Edwards.    The  Captain  of  the  boat  refunded  half  the  passage 
money,  and  a  party  of  about  twenty  wont  forward  on  i<  L 
From  Rock  Island  they  got  their  provisions  carried  by  teams 
that  were  going  up.    On    Apple  river   they  made    a  scanty 
breakfast  of  their  last  "grub,"  not  knowing  at  that  time  any- 
thing about  their  distance  from  new  supplies,  hut  they  reached 
Galena  that  afternoon. 

Hawthorn  and  Deviese  began  mining  near  Shullsburg,  wht  PC 
Hawthorn  remained  till  Oct.,  1828,  when  he  followed  Deviese 
to  Blue  .Mounds.  There  he  found  (\»1.  Brigham,  Jenkins1 
and  Thomas  McCraney  and,  he  thinks,  Esau  Johnson  also. 
He  remained  at  the  Mounds  about  two  years,  mining  theft 
while  Deviese  was  on  Sugar  river. 

While  here,  Hawthorn  was  called  to  Prairie  Ju  Cfiien,  in 
the  spring  of  1820,  as  a  juryman  to  the  IT,  S.  District  Court 

There  were  twenty  indictments  tor  murder,  resulting  in  but 
one  conviction — that  of  a  soldier  who  had  killed  Ins  Lieuten- 
ant.   Sixteen   different  persons   were  indicted  who   hud  par- 
ticipated in  a  charivari,  which  had  resulted  tfl  SO  i"an.\  oi 
things   do.     The   two    ring  lea. len   bwfc*  WfA    1,11  t"- 

Canada.  At  Green  [iay  they  got  a  job  pf  making  shingb  i,  and 
having  been  supplied  by  their  employer  with  provisions,  blank" 

ets,  etc.,  it  need  not  be  said  that  tin  v  did  DOl  itftj  long  in  UV  if 
shingle  camp. 

At  (his  term  of  Court,  MrXuti  WSJ  trod  for  th   UUiruVl  <  f 

•  rn.Uil.lv   Thomas   .UnklnH.   Who   pa  1 1  It  I  p«  t .  .1   Hi   ll.<    •  -f   '     1  '    '  • 

June  IT).  IS»2,  aiul  «VM  lewtlf  W«UBS«S  iWHi 
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Boin  r  011  Sugar  river.  Van  Sickle,  the  interpreter,  being  the 
only  witness  fur  the  prosecution,  his  veracity  was  impeached 
by  the  defense,  and  MeXntt  was  acquitted.  Hawthorn 
laughs  over  a  remark  which  he  heard  Van  Sickle  make  after 
the  trial — that  "they  brought  in  that  bloody  .Jake  Hunter  to 
swear  against  me,  and  he's  as  d — d  a  liar  as  L  am  myself." 

Another  trial  which  excited  much  interest,  was  that  of  two 
men  for  the  killing  of  Clopton,  Clopton  ami  Van  Meter  were 
traders  near  Dodgevillc,  and  had  become  involved  in  a  dis- 
pute with  one  Wells  and  another  man,  over  a  mineral  claim. 
^Matters  had  gone  so  far  that  Clopton  and  Van  Meter  were  ap- 
proaching the  claim  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  driving  off  the 
other  claimants,  when  they  were  fired  upon  by  thein.  (  toe 
ball  passed  through  Van  Meter's  leg  and  hit  Clopton,  as  did 
also  the  other  ball.  Wells  and  his  comrade  escaped,  but  a 
reward  of  $2000  having  been  offered  for  their  apprehension, 
they  went  into  St.  Louis,  and  got  a  lawyer  named  Bate?  to 
deliver  them  up  and  take  the  reward  as  a  fee  for  defending 
their  case.  Bates  was  the  best  lawyer  in  St.  LouU,  RBdj 
Hawthorn  thinks,  the  same  who  was  in  later  year-  Lincoln^ 
Attorney  General.*    They  were  acquitted. 

At  length  Hawthorn  and  Deviese  dissolved  partnership, 
and  Hawthorn  went  back  to  S'hullsburg,  where  lie  prospected 
through  the  summer  of  1.830.  lie  then  went  into  partnership 
with  John   Armstrong,  near  Gratiot's  Grove,   where  lhej 

worked  a  wet  mine.  They  "rail  Up  ;i  water  level,M  Hid  clear 
ed  $3000  in  eighteen    months.     The   mineral    after  >im 

was  sent,  to  Galena.  A  tax  of  one -tenth  wai  puid  bj  ikt 
siirelters  to  the  Government. 

In  the  summer  of  1882,  he   "saunter,  d  about,"   <iavinu  for 

a  while  at   funk's  Blockhouse,  as  be  had  an  axotllenl  rinV, 

whose  services  the  inmales  of  the  Block  hoUSC  WCffl  .him-'U^  tO 

retain.  In  the,  autumn  of  that  year.  Hawthorn  w<  nt  t.'  St. 
Louis,  there  [)OUght  a  horse,  and  rode  all  the  wav  in  the  Mod 
noil  river,  a  two  months'  trip,  pa>sin^r  through  Y.mdalia.  Indian 

♦  Moo.  iMwoni  n;ii<s.  who  wai  Iwrn  in  CJoochlaad  ct»MMy,  Vm  I  p(  *  ITW, 
and  died  ut  Hf.  miiiIk,  March  IHiMl,  wan  at  ihf  i>rrloJ  rvt*  rml  la  bI  m  r 
moHi  nttilnenl  i.ui.ts  In  tfet  Went-  It  .ni.,i  li  si  i .....  ^  ...  iftH  M»a  mim» 
qii»nrty  tit  c<i  mati.v  Important  potitluM,  lacludlmi  that  »>f  atlora+i  «.rwrr«i  m 
the  UnitRd  Rtfltei.        1  I.   •  i' 
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•apolis  and  Chillicothe.  He  paid  $65.00  for  hi3  horse,  and  sold 
dt  in  Orange  county,  1ST.  Y.,  for  $100. 

The  next  spring,  1833,  he  came  via  Buffalo  to  Detroit.  The 
stage  then  ran  westward  from  Detroit  only  to  Sr.  Joseph,  from 
which  latter  place  he  got  conveyance  by  wagon  to  Chican 
Ottawa.    From  Ottawa  he  went  by  steamboat  to  St  L 
thence  to  Dubuque,  where  the  excitement  over  the  new  lead 
discoveries  was  then  at  its  height.    Dubuque  then  consisted  oi 
a  few  miners'  shanties.    Anticipations  proved  delusive.  But 
little  lead  was  found;  cholera  made  its  appearanee,  an  I  as  l 
may  infer,  a  stampede  ensued.    In  October,  1833,  Hawthorn 
returned  to  Green  county,  and  located  the  farm  where  he  still 
lives,  two  miles  south  of  what  is  now  Monro  . 

He  relates  that  in  the  ensuing  winter,  as  he  was  one 
vcoming  in  from  making  rails  in  the  woods,  he  saw  hifl  cabin- 
door  standing  open  the  wrong  way.    Some  Indian  guns  were 
standing  outside,  which  he  might  have  got  p —  .  bad 

he  retained  proper  presence  of  mind.    He  first  Si  1  in  1 1  i  *  - 

door  with  his  axe  drawn,  but  then  sprang  for  his  own  rifle 
which  was  hanging  inside,  lie  did  not  sr.-  an  Indian  pass 
him,  but  when  he  got  back  to  the  door,  the  nearest  one  VM 
standing  some  distance  away,  with  gun  raised  ready  to  sfa  >©t 
The  others  were  out  of  sight.  Thirty  or  forty  dollars  in  silver 
were  in  his  saddlebags,  but  the  attention  of  the  Red-8kittfl  ua<l 
b.een  so  closely  given  to  his  Stock  of  cold  vietunls  tint  t lit  %  ha  1 
made  no  other  plunder. 

Joe  Paine,  who  afterwards  killed  a  man  and  left  the  coun- 
try, Win.  Wallace  and  J.  K.  Blaekmore,  both  formerly  em- 
ployees of  Doviese  at  Exeter,  ami  Amhvw  (lam-.,  vreie  in 
the  same  vicinity  before  hiA.  All  had  but  twenty  MM  brokt 
when  Hawthorn  came.  Clarno  broke  hfl  Brsl  land  in  1*30 
or  1881.  Hawthorn  thinka  with  Devie.se,  thai  it  was  in  1S30 
•■that  Skinner  and  Neal  openinl  lb.,  di^in^  north  of  Monroe. 
After  Hawthorn  came  Hiram  Rust,  <  !apt.  Iv«>ss  ami  other* 

Tbe  first  marriage  in  the  settlement  was  that  of  Hlaekmore 

-to  Wallace's  daughter,  in  the  fall  trf  18.H.    Hawthorn  wa.« 
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married  next,  ir»  1836;  and  after  him,  Cameron.  The  first 
white  ehild  born  in  Green  county  was  Charles  R.  Deniston,  in 
1834. 

''Uncle  Jimmy"  is  still  living  on  the  farm  that  he  opened 
in  1833,  and,  though  not  married  till  the  age  of  thirty-nine, 
has  raised  thirteen  children,  some  of  whom  are  already  pioneer- 
ing in  the  Far  West.  He  is  still  a  hale,  jolly  man — well  to 
do  in. the  world,  and  likely  to  remain  therein  for  years  to  come. 

No.  3.— French  Lake 

French  Lake  is,  in  the  fullest  acceptation  of  the  term,  an 
original  character.  He  is  one  of  nature's  greatest  successes  in 
the  line  of  oddities.  connected  narrative  could  be  obtained 
from  him,  he  was  so  fearfm  of  getting  into  print 

He  is  a  Virginian  by  birth,  having  begun  life  in  that  part  of 
the  Old  Dominion  which  was  devastated  by  the  Potomac 
Army.  He  is  still  a  Virginian;  has  visited  his  native  regi  D 
since  the  war;  is  as  bitter  over  its  ruin  as  any  lover  of  the 
"Lost  Cause"  can  possibly  be;  and  "does  not  wish  to  be  i-h  nit- 
fied  with  Wisconsin  at  M"  though  a  resident  since  May,  1828. 

Woe  betide  the  writer  hereof,  should  this  sketch  ever  com 
the  eyes  of  "old  Lake."  When  I  was  first  introduced  to  him 
on  the  street,  a  dozen  men  had  gathered  in  the  corner  Btore  to 
see  what  manner  of  reception  I  would  meet  As  1  procet 
to  make  my  wishes  known,  I  was  somewhal  apprehensive,  Mi- 
ter all  that  I  had  been  told,  of  his  ample  cowhide  boots;  but 
all  went  well  until  the  idea  of  publication  began  to  develop, 
when  with  an  emphatic  and  profane  explosion,  he  bolted  for 
the  other  side  of  the  street.  Nothing  daunted,  however,  1  gave 
pursuit,  and  the  final  result  was  a  promise  lfc*t  H  I  wM  Hi  id 
my  way  out  to  his  place  sonic  day  !),>  would  talk  over  old 
times. 

He  lives  in  ''Spring  Crow  Woods,"  about  eigfal  mikl 
south-west  of  Brodhead,  and  tour  or  live  miles  south  oast  of 
Juda.  Like  all  the  old  Virginian  and  ]  Ynnsyh  anian  settler* 
of  this  region,  he  had  selected  the  close  vieinity  of  a  spring  as 
the  necessary  place  to  build;  and  so  1  found  him  living  .lose 
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by  tho  site  of  his  original  cabin,  which  is  still  standing,  ti 
built  thirty-five  years  ago,  and  surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
heavy  timber,  with  his  nearest  plow  hind  nearly  half  a  mile 
away.  He  owns,  if  I  remember  rightly,  over  1,200  acr  - 
land,  all  valuable  timber  or  plow  land.  He  raises  large  num- 
bers of  horses,  sometimes  keeping  them  strangers  to  the  har- 
ness till  eight  or  ten  years  old,  refusing  all  offers  even  though 
extravagant;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  man  that  strike*  kit 
fancy,  may  very  likely  get  a  team  at  half  the  real  value.  In 
all  other  traffic  he  is  no  less  eccentric. 

I  obtained  from  him  an  account  of  the  battle  of  the  I' 
tonica,  which   he  had  received    from  a  young   fellow  called 
'"Pony  Fletcher,"  who  was  a  participant;  but  after  all  that 
has  been  said  about  that  little  fight,  it  is  hardly  WOfth  while 
'to  add  yet  another  version. 

Concerning  the  affair  at  Blue  Mounds  the  case  is  diffei 
since  the  wrong  man  has  made  himself  the  her...  1 
•the   killing  of  Force  and   Green,   during   the   Black  Hawk 
War,   and    the   pretended    exploits   of    Edward  Beouchard. 
Concerning  the  death  of  Aubrey,  some  former  accounts  have 
stated  that  he  had  gone  to  a  spring  for  water.     Lake  insist* 
that  it  was   not  for  water,   which  was  only    a  hundred  rods 
^ way ;  but  that  Aubrey  and  a  man  named  Su.ith  w<  nt  t  i  the 
•diggings,  a  mile  and  a  half  away,  after  BOOK'  mining  t-«»ls 
called  "piekawees,"  which  had  been  left  there,    Being  stta<  I 
by  Indians  Aubrey  fell,  but  Smith,  by  wonderful  nee 
.succeeded  in  reaching  the  Blockhouse. 

At  the  time  of  the  killing  of  Force  and  (in  en.  whieli  oc- 
curred some  time  afterwards,  but  few  men  were  in  the  fort. 

Lake  was  lying  in  the  loft  asleep)  but  WM  ftW«to*l4  bv  Itt 
firing  and  consequent   stir.     ftcouchard  >tnt<^  thai  In' 
in  vain  to  get  some  one  to  go  with  him  after  the  bodj  "t  Or*  n. 
and  finally  went  alone,  and  found  the  l>od\  in  such  a  state  f 

mutilation,  which  he  minutely  describe!  in  hit  narrntivn  in 
pendecj  to  Gen.  Smith's  History  <>j  rKifeonain,  thai  ha  douU 

only  bring  in  t ho  pieces  bv  gathering  them  in  a  homdotk 
Lake  says  that   BoOueliard  did  not  go  alone,  but  u.<  •  . 
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panied,  if  not  led,  by  a  man  named  Dalbey,  whom  Beonch- 
ard  does  not  mention  in  his  list  of  those  in  the  fort  ;  and  that 
the  mutilation  so  particularly  specified,  was  wholly  without 
foundation.  The  body  was  "speared/'  a  few  times-,  and  that 
was  all. 

Beouehard  speaks  of  the  finding  of  the  body  of  Lieutenant 
Force,  and  says  that  part  of  it  had  been  carried  away,  "prob- 
ably for  a  cannibal'  feast."  This,  also,  Lake  pronounces  a  ri- 
diculous misrepresentation.  He  describes  Beouehard  as  R  vain, 
restless,  drunken  boaster — "a  regular  goat,"  who  once  fired  off 
a  gun  inside  the  fort,  and  was  "slapped"  therefor  by  MeCraney, 
for  so  frightening  the  women. 

Lake  left  Blue  Mounds  in  the  autumn  of  1833.  Alter  the 
opening  of  the  land  office  at  Green  Bay,  he  with  a  few  others, 
went  thither  to  enter  land.  They  went  to  Fori  Winnebago, 
and  followed  down  the  Fox  river,  walking  the  whole  distance 
except  the  last  day's  journey,  for  which  they  hired  passage  i:> 
a  canoe. 

On  his  return,  he,  with  another  man.  took  a  contract  to  fur- 
nish the  troops  at  Fort  Winnebago  with  hay,  and  spent  the 
autumn  in  hay-making  upon  the  Portage  marshes.  They 
made  well  at  it,  earning  from  three  to  four  dollars  each  per 
day — no  small  sum  in  those  days. 

lie  settled  at  his  present  abode  in  May,  ISIIG,  living  fot 
manv  years  a  bacliotor;  but  is  now  a  widower,  with  growing 
sons  and  daughters.  And,  with  all  his  peculiarities,  the  Stele 
has  many  citizens  whom  it  could  better  .-parr  than  trmk 
Lake. 

BbODKRAP,  Wis. 
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Early  Settlement  of  Rock 
County 

Journal  of  Isaac  T.  Smith,  1835-36 

It  was  on  the  26th  of  November,  1835,  that  I  first  set  foot 
in  Wisconsin.    The  weather  was  extremely  cold,  with  one 
of  snow  upon  the  ground.    I  wTas  in  company  with  some  fami- 
lies, consisting  of  women  and  small  children,  some  of  the 
latter  but  a  few  months  old.    As  we  were  compelled  to  camp 
out  upon  the  ground,  our  first  lesson  of  Wisconsin  pioneering 
was  not  the  most  agreeable.    However,  we  made  tin-  1 
it.    I  made  a  claim  two  miles  north  of  Skunk  Grove,  in  Rft* 
tine  county,  and  there  spent  the  winter.    In  a  few  di 
my  arrival,  I  became  acquainted  with  Henry  F.  Janes;  ai 
his  name  is  so  intimately  connected  with  the  early,  as  well  as 
the  subsequent,  history  of  Janesville,  a  brief  description  of 
the  man  may  not  be  entirely  Uninteresting. 

Mr.  Janes  was  a  man  full  six  feet  and  two  inches  in  li<  lL'lit, 
and  well  proportioned;  of  rather  dark . complexion,  good  na- 
t lived,  free  and  easy  in  conversation,  fond  of  oompany,  especial- 
ly of  a  political  chum,  and  an  old  pioneer.  H.  aevei  tired 
in  hearing  or,  telling  a  good  story,  and  had  ;i  fund  1  I  incident 
connected  with  the  first  sell  lenient.-  an. I  late  war-.  lie  was 
among  the  first,  settlers  el*  Racine  county,  and  mad,'  hll  claim 
about  four  miles  north  of  Skunk  Gn>v<\  before  tho  land  was 
surveyed,  and  found  afterwards  thai  a  part  of  his  elaim  wiu  on 
the  school  section,  No.  L6,  and  fearing  lie  might  be  tnmblol  to 
get  a  title,  lie  eoneluded  to  go  farther  west,  lie  was  of  a  roving 
disposition,  and  liked  (lie  excitement  ineident  to  a  new  country, 
and  not  inclined  to  work  himself,  but  In  plan  for  others.  He 
never  was  wanting  for  a  good  excuse  to  change  his  loca- 
tion. 
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Accordingly,  during  the  winter,  he  fitted  out  a  horse  team, 
and  with  a  small'  party,  started  west  for  Rock  river.  On  ar- 
riving at  Musk  ego  Lake,  they  found  the  outlet  frozen  over  and 
in  attempting  to  cross,  the  ice  broke,  letting  in  the  team;  and 
in  getting  the  horses  out,  he  hurt  one  of  them  so  that  her  lip 
became  paralyzed,  and  hung  down,  and  she  refused  to  eat,  or 
could  not,  and  of  course  soon  died.  Janes  gave  the  name  of 
Lip  Creek  to  the  stream.  This  accident,  and  other  discourag- 
ing circumstances,  caused  the  party  to  return.  This  name  of 
Lip  Creek,  as  applied  to  the  outlet  of  MuskegO  Lake,  was  re- 
tained for  a  long  time. 

The  next  time  they  started,  they  concluded  not  to  take  I 
team,  but  Janes  and  a  man  named  Harney,  commented 
their  journey  to  Rock  river;  and,  as  they  were  told  by  the  In- 
dian traders  that  it  was  but  sixty  miles,  they  concluded  they 
would  pack  through  with  a  single  horse.  The  Weather  was 
extremely  cold,  and  there  being  no  trail  to  follow,  their  pro- 
gress was  very  fatiguing.  And  when  they  arrived  at  wh.r  is 
now  called  Mount  Zion,  and  seeing  the  prairie  stretching  I 
to  the  west  until  bounded  by  the  horizon,  and  supposing  that 
Rock  river  was  still  west  of  that,  and  their  provisions  like  to 
fait,  they  became  discouraged,  and  returned  bark  for  a  furth.  r 

supply  of  food. 

Again  they  started  with  full  supplies,  and  reached  Rock  riv- 
er in  safety.  Janes  traveled  about  for  some  time  and  iu  of* 
sequence  of  cold  weather,  and  exposed  as  one  must  be  in  ramp- 
ing out,  together  with  the  glare  of  the  SHOW,  his  -  v,  a  I 
affected  that  he  could  scarcely  see  at  all.  But  on  the  L6th  of 
January,  1836  *  he  made  his  claim  where  the  ,-ity  of  Jane?ville 
now  stands.  Many  have  given  him  great  credit  for  foresight 
in  making  his  location;  but  in  the  absence  of  any  sight,  it 
was  probably  "more  by  bit  than  good  wit 

Returning  to  the  Skunk  Grove  settlement,  Janes  patiently, 
or  impatientiy.  awaited  the  proper  time  to  oommora  the  re- 
moval of  his  family  to  Rock  river.    The  winter  of  ISM  M 


♦Mr  JlMt  himself  utfltPH  Ibnl  be  mmlr  hi*  .Inlm  on  n<c  lr.tti  IMji  ••ry, 
1686. 
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was  very  cold,  and  the  spring-  late  and  backward,  bo  that  he  had 
to  wait  till  the  middle  of  May  before  grass  was  large  eno  igfa 
for  stock  to  live  upon.  I  was  engaged  to  accompany  him  to 
assist  in  driving  the  cattle.  We  started  on  Sunday,  May  15th, 
1830.  The  company  consisted  of  Janes  and  family,  Richard 
Miller,  Levi  Harness,  a  Mr.  Beasiey  and  myself.  The  firs! 
six  miles  were  passed  without  difficulty.  Then  came  a  Menu 
of  rain  and  hail,  with  so  strong  a  wind,  that  uv  were  obliged 
to  halt  with  the  family  wagon,  in  the  leeward  of  the  one  thai 
was  loaded  with  provisions  and  fanning  tools,  or  gel  capsized. 
In  a  short  time  the  storm  passed  on.  and  so  did  our  comp 
The  first  night,  we  camped  among  a  few  scattering  trees  <»u  ra- 
tion o,  town  3,  north  of  range  20  east,  and  flattered  ourselves 
that  we  should  enjoy  a  good  night's  rest.  Bill  in  this  we  were 
sadl'y  disappointed. 

May  76'.  Rained  nearly  all  night.  The  n&osl  of  the  family 
slept  in  their  wagon,  but  some  of  the  men  and  myself  had  a 
bed  on  the  ground;  and  the  first  that  1  knew  of  the  rain  was 
on  waking  in  the  night,  and  finding  water  under  and  around 
me,  until  I  was  half  covered,  and  more  coming  down.  I  could 
not  stand  that,  although  lying  down,  so  concluded  to  try  it 
sitting  up  in  one  of  the  wagons  that  was  loaded  with  goods, 
and  covered  with  cotton  cloth;  the  canvas  bo  low  that  1  could 
not  sit  upright^  without  my  head  coming  in  contac!  with  it, 
when  the  water  would  come  through  in  streams  on  mj  head 
and  neck.  " 

1  found  in  the.  morning  that   I  was  not  an  "upright  Riaa,N 

however  nnich  I  might  strive  to  be;  for  my 
an  ang-le  of  forty-five,  for  several  days.     However  my  misfor 
tune  did  not  impede  our  journey  west,  and  we  made 
progress,  as  the  sloughs  were  soft,  and  n  great  many  of  them; 
and  in  one  place,  in  following  along  near  the  outlet  of  Mn-*ko 
go  Lake,  we  were  obliged  to  have  ropes  to  hold  the  w.u:  m 

from  turning  over. 
Some  time  after  noon  we  forded  the  Foi  rtfw  at  aw  h 

now  palled  Rochester.     There  WM  but  one  fannk  there-  at  th<* 
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time,  that  of  a  Air.  Godfrey*;  he  came  out  to  -  •  .-,  and 
seemed  quite  pleased  as  it  was  the  first  train  of  the  -  and 

although  \ye  were  going  to  settle  on  Rock  river,  be 
glad  he  .should  have  neighbors  so  near  hi  in.  lie  also  cheered 
us  by  saying  that  our  road  would  be  much  bettor,  and  less  wet 
marshes.  We  drove  about  four  miles,  and  camped  at  Hone) 
Creek  on  section  \,  town  3  north,  range  18  east.  We  had  thus 
far  found  a  few  wagon  tracks  to  guide  us;  but  no  wagons  bad 
ever  yet  been  west  of  Godfrey's. 

May  llth.  Spent  some  time  thi-*  morning  in  searching  for  I 
good,  place  to  ford  the  stream,  as  ir  was  quite  deep  from  the 
recent,  rain.  At  last  we  selected  a  place,  removed  some  of  tie: 
turf  with  our  spades  at  the  strep  banks,  and  hitched  all  the 
cattle  to  one  wagon,  and  started,  The  cattle  hail  but  little  dif 
ficulty  until  the  fore  wheels  struck  the  sleep  bank  when  th  ! 
rear  team  of  old  stags  on  the  tongue  came  to  their  km-, 
fell  down  fiat,  when  the  lash  was  applied  to  the  forward  ones, 
who  pulled  them  out,  wagon  and  all;  as  the  load  raised  the 
bank,  the  old  short  horns  righted,  but  looked  rather  hard  after 
their  morning  exercise.  By  repeating  the  opor.it ion,  we  finally 
got  ail  safely  over.  We  followed  on  or  near  a  Becjion  line 
which  we  took  at  Rochester,  ami  so  had  no  difficulty  a-  to  the 
coitrso,  as  we  knew  when-  the  line  would  strike  an  Indian  trail 
that  led  to  Ivock  river,  where  we  wished  to  go. 

At  noon  to-day  we  turned  a  little  to  the  loft,  and  wvnt  down 

a  steep  hill  to  get  to  water  and  grass,    Janes  told  11a  he 

lioved  this  stream  was  called  Poc-a-CUCC-WOC,  I  think  it  must 
have  been  Sugar  Creek.  In  raising  the  liill  after  dinner,  one 
of  the  leading  cattle  balked,  and  then  came  the  tug  oi  W»r,  ThlH 
was  the  iirst  time  I  had  scon  .lanes  angry;  hut  tie-  \va\  In-  did 
make  the  fur  fly  was  a  caution  to  all  balky  oxm.  AMer  \\t» 
left  that  place,  our  route  lay  8011th  of  where  Wcs!  Troj  HOW 
is;  and  all  went  well  until  we  came  to  ;»  large  marsh,  lOUth 

west  of  Troy,  where  it  was  about  ono  mile  »cro*  ia  our  oouraa 
lay.    danes  had  cross,.,!  it  when  froxeu  in  winter,  and  thought 

•Lovl  (Joilfrev  was  II...  Hr«|  wMlo  nviiWv  In  Korhr.lor,  Un.  In*  ■  —e r  '■••;«';»« 
bulldlnif  a   slxl.vn   twi   s,,  sin... I/.  ..ml  brttUClttR   l>"<  f'«t«llr   Hum*  «M« I  » 

1838. 
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he  would  find  no  difficulty  in  doing  so  now ;  and  it  extended 
some  miles  south,  and.  as  he  supposed,  north  MOO.  We 
along  quite  well  for  three-fourths  of  the  way,  and  had  begun  to 
flatter  ourselves  that  we  would  not  stick,  when  the  old  mare 
on  which  the  oldest  boy  rode  began  to  scrabble,  and  show  rigpi 
of  going  under.  The  old  lady,.  Mrs.  Janes,  cabled  to  the  boy 
to  jump  off,  and  the  old  man  to  stick  on,  which  last  he  obeyed  ; 
and  the  old  nag  stuck  fast,  with  all  legs  nut  of  sight  We 
stopped  all  the  teams  and  loose  stock,  held  a  council,  and  ex- 
amined the  mud. 

We  first  took  the  young  colt  some  two  rods  ahead,  and  then 
I.  held  it  so  as  to  entice  the  old  marc  to  use  her  lltmosl  exer- 
tion  to  get  to  it.  Janes  and  Beasley  put  a  strap  under  her 
and  lifted  on  that,  while  Harness  and  Miller  helped  whal 
they  could;  and  repeating  the  effort  a  dozen  times,  at  lei 
brought  Old  Betty  on  terra  firma.  We  then  unyoked  the  "Id 
short  horns,  as  they  were  so  heavy  they  could  nol  draw  with- 
out miring  down,  and  left  them  to  get  through  as  beat  they 
could;  and  piit  all  of  the  rest  to  one  wagon,  and  took  it 
through  but  not  over.  We  took  off  the  barrels  of  flour  and 
pork  from  the  wagon,  ami  left  them  on  the  marsh  until  w<-  got 
the  wagons  to  dry  ground;  and  then  with  the  side  boards  laid 
down,  we  rolled  the  barrets  souk-  forty  rods  over  ihe  mire  to 
hard  ground.  Not  an  ox  escaped  miring  down  rxc.  pt  the 
balky  one,  and  he  would  net  pull',  so  all  he  had  i"  do  was  to 
carry  his  own  weight.     If  there  was  hut  one  «-x  down  a!  a 

time  we  would  not  stop,  bul  pulled  him  out  by  th,  head. 
After  crossing  the  marsh  we  camped  for  the  night  on  section 
34,  town  4  north,  range  17  east.  I  have  since  learned,  that 
Othni  and  Alexander  IVardsley  were  then  nifHtiiped  in  hear- 
ing of  our  cattle  bells,  in  search  of  claims,  ind  locate^  th  In 
at  West  Troy. 

May  18.  This  morning  left  camp  « h<  «  r\\\\U .  and  with 
assurance   that    we    would    not    be    troubled    with  mard.es. 

About  noon  came  t<>  Tunic  creek,  whew  w<  I*  *• 

drink  and   feed,  as  they  would  ret   no  more  water  until  wo 
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got  to  Rock  river.  Here  we  became  aware  that  even,  an  old 
pioneer  sometimes  forgot  the  needful,  as  we  had  no  empty  keg 
to  carry  water  in  for  cooking  our  supper  and  breakfast,  as 
well  as  to  drink  for  the  next  twenty-four  hours  or  more.  The 
only  thing  that  could  be  spared  was  the  vessel'  with  twenty  gal- 
lons of  maple  sugar  vinegar  in  it.  So  the  vinegar  was  poured 
upon  the  sandy  shore  of  Turtle  Greek,  and  we  filled  it  with 
water,  and  started  again;  and  after  a  few  miles  travel,  we 
came  on  the  far  famed  Eock  Prairie,  the  paradise  of  the  West, 
and  certainly  I  never  saw  it  when  it  looked  so  fine  as  at  that 
time.  The  prairie  grass  was  now  green,  and  largely  inter- 
spersed with  flowers.  There  was  not  the  mark  of  a  plow  to 
be  seen,  and  but  very  few  wagon  tracks;  not  a  houae  nor  a 
fence,  nor  anything  to  show  that  civilized  man  had  ever  been 
there.  The  country  was  alone  in  its  glorious  grandeur.  Wo 
drove  a  few  miles,  and  encamped  near  where  John  A.  Fletcher, 
of  Johnstown,  since  located  his  residence. 

May  19th.    Started  this  morning  very  early  as  the  b 
would  have  to  reach  the  river  before  they  could  drink.  Wo 
used  most  of  the  water,  but  when  we  were  three  milea  from 
the  river,  one  hog  we  were  driving  gave  out  with  fatigue  and 
thirst.    We  dug  a  pl'ace  in  the  prairie,  and  poured  the  laal  of 
the  water  in  it,  and  let  the  hog  wallow  in  it  awhile,  which 
served  greatly  to  revive  him,  and  then  we  wen!  on.  When 
near  the  Spring  Brook,  about  a  mile  belew  where  the  eitj 
is.,  the  cattle  that  were  loose  started  on  a  run  for  drink;  and 
the  first  water  they  came  to  was  in  deep  holea,  with  perpendic 
ui'ar  banks,  and  the  o&fe&e  plunged  all  under,  1 1 1  il"'  g 
ger  of  drowning  a  part  of  them,    They  at  length  aatiafied  il<<  ;.r 

thirst  and  got;  out  in  safety.  We  itopped  awhile  n\  \\w  hot* 
of  Samuel  St.  John,  fed  our  teams  ami  took  our  dinner;  and 
he  went  with  us  to  show  us  the  best  way  to  gel  to  the  Iioiho 
of  Mr.  Janes,  which  he  had  previously  built  upon  his  claim. 
Spring  Brook  was  very  mueh  iwollen  by  rain,  and  in 
many  places  was  eight  or  ten  fret  deop.  We  had  to 
go    some    distance    up    the    valley    of    the    creek  toward. 
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Black  Hawk  Grove,  crossed  over,  and  follow  up  a  ravine  to 
get  on  the  high  land,  and  then  down  another  ravine  to  the 
river.     We  found  the  log  cabin  which  had  been  raited  tad 
ered  with  shakes  by  mm  that  .lanes  had  hired  to  do  it  for 
him;  as  when  he  was  previously  here  his  eves  were  sore,  and 
he  could  not  work  himself.     The  cabin  was  made  of  logs   I  I 
very  straight,  and  not  chinked.    Tt  had  no  door,  and  lias  not 
well  calculated  to  keep  out  the  rain,  as  we  ha.]  abundance  of 
evidence  in  a  tew  hours;  for  there  was  an  uncommon 
thunder-storm  and  hard  wind,  and  the  best  we  could  do  was  to 
hold  a  blanket  at  the  door  as  well  as  we  could,  and  put  the 
wagon  boards  down  to  keep  out  the  water. 

There  were  four  families  then  near  and  on  what  ifl  ik.w  the 
city  limits  of  -J anesville.  Samuel  St.  John  lived  nearly  a  mile 
belowt  where  Milwaukee  Street  bridge  now  stands,  and  Dr. 
James  Heath's  house  stood  a  little  above  the  Monterey  stone 
quarry,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river;  the  house  of  Win. 
Holmes,  senior,  was  on  the  west  side,  and  John  Holmes' 
on  the  east  side,  near  where  the  old  brick  yard  was.  above  the 
steam  saw-mill.  I  think  these  were  all  of  the  families  then 
in  Wisconsin  in  the  Hock  river  valley.  Arriving  here  on  the 
19th  of  May,  on  the  next  day  we  started  the  breaking  plow. 

On  Sunday,  the  22(1  I  was  at  Si.  John's  and   there  9KW  M  r. 
Oai'eb  Blodgett,  and  some  others,  that  were  1  < -« «k i j i ^  cli 
and  while  there  a  Frenchman,  of  whom  they  had  hind  iomi 
horses,  came  for  them,  as  they  had  been  retained  beyond  the 
time  engaged,  and  he  became  uneasy  about  bin  pony  Mock. 
Seeing  the  ponies  feeding  on  the  flat,  lie  caught  thein  before 

coming  to  the  bouse;  and  when  he  came  he  WW  v,  ;v  ■  \ 
but  a  little  soft  sawder,  and  the  milk  "t  human  kindness,  put 
all   right;  and  the  old  man  told  US  much  about   thl    ■    .  ' 

ami  the  Black  Mawk  War,  as  he  was  lime  all  through  it, 
said  that  he  and  (Jen.  Scott  made  the  treaty  iit  Rook  [aland. 

Blodgett  bought  the  old  manV  claim,  win  n  Bfjloii  HOU 
stands;  he  bad  nreviously  moved  I"  the  fool  01   MUM  Koahfco 
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nong  where  1  afterwards  was  well  acquainted  with  him.  He 
often  told  me  that  he  was  an  interpreter  in  making  the  treaty 
spoken  of.  I  think  he  spelled  his  name  Joseph  Thebalt,  hut 
he  was  called  Tebo,  or  Thiebeau.* 

I  stopped  a  few  days  with  Mr.  Janes,  and  made  a  claim  on 
the  farm  since  owned  by  Mrs.  Strunk  and  children,  and  built 
a  cabin  to  secure  it  in  my  absence.  On  the  25th  of  May,  I 
started  in  company  with  Beasley  to  return  to  Racine.  We 
provided  ourselves  with  food  for  dinner,  but  not  for  supper,  as 
we  expected  to  reach  Rochester  by  night.  We  filled  a  pint 
flask  with  water,  and  put  it  in  our  pockety  thinking  it  would  last 
to  Turtle  Creek,  twenty  miles;  but  with  fast  walking,  we  tOOV 
got  thirsty  and  drank  it,  and  after  that  allayed  our  thirst  with 
the  water  we  found  in  the  cattle  tracks  along  our  mute.  We 
were  not  able  to  reach  our  "neighbor's"  house  at  Pox  rive?, 
and  consequently  were  compelled  to  camp  out,  without  food, 
fire,  or  blanket.     We  had  one  overcoat  between  118. 

We  were  awakened  next  morning  without  being  summoned 
by  that  modern  contrivance  called  a  gong;  and  before  sunrise 
forded  Honey  Creek,  waist  deep,  and  in  good  time  for  break- 
fast arrived  at  neighbor  Godfrey's,  where  we  discussed  his 
hospitalities  in  a  manner  to  flatter  the  ambition  of  the  most 
fastidious  cook  in  the  country.  At  this  place  we  met  the  fam- 
ilies of  Maj.  Meacham,  Mr.  Spoor,  and  two- others,  on  theii 
way  to  Troy.  After  breakfast,  and  a  short  chat  with  the  new- 
comers, we  started  on.     As  there  was  no  boat.  We  Were  ol  ' 

to  ford  the  river,  which  was  much  deeper  than  when  we  en    i  ; 

it  on  our  way  out.  It  was  our  only  chance.  1  placed  in* 
journal  in  my  hat  to  keep  it  dry,  not  beini»  then  troubled  wnh 
money  with  which  to  take  the  same  precaution.  Mid  with  mv 

overcoat  rolled  up  and  placed  upon  mv  shoulders,  rakinfj  :* 

leu-:  stick  with  which  to  steady  myself,  we  tOOK  t"  the  water, 


♦Welnarn  fro...  n  s.nlnnn.t  of  «00.  W.  Ogdon.  In  •  ftift 

Cmniiu  lhai  Thh'heau  wa*  a  ranaillan,  l  he  ««■  I  «•«  "    1        ; "•' .  ",' 

locate!  what    Is  sin,-,,  known  ns  TI.IHh.«UI,h  IN.Inl,  U<  :..      ..    >•  ,..   -I   I  w 

konotifc.    H«  Willi  his  family    IiIh  two  I  ml  Inn  «Iv.h,  ami  M  ■    i.  « 

n-aialueri  there  until  ihe.  wlnt'ei  of  Ih.(7  :ih   wlnn  Im-  «n<  m.  i.lri  .1    ».  in-.M. 

by  hi*  sen  Kranela  and  his  mo1  •.  01  1  'n.i.-i-   ' 

a  family  „nanvi  5  ho  wlahlna  lo  remain  there   ■»»«luu.!Jir««i  ff 
vr  anxloun  to  follow  3w  Indian*  went  ol  tut  Ml.  lialppl       I   I  D 


they  \\»  i ■»'  an: 
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like  true  believers  ia  hydropathy.  Beasi'ey  was  a  man  above 
the  usual  size,  and  he  succeeded  well,  but  I  not  being  well 
built  for  wading,  should  certainly  have  been  compelled  to  swim, 
had  I  not  taken  the  precaution  to  provide  myself  with  the 
stick. 

Our  transit  across  the  river  was  watched  by  our  new  aot 
quaintances  with  deep  interest;  and  I  cannot  but  say  that  the 
thought  that  they  were  watching  us  with  anxiety,  inspired  us 
with  courage,  and  a  sort  of  pride,  to  stem  the  angry  current 
and  aided  us  much  in  making  a  safe  passage.  At  Least,  it 
us  great  pleasure  to  know  that  we  were  watched  with  interest 
by  those  strangers.  I  have  since  renewed  the  acquaintance  I 
then  made,  with  some  of  them,  and  found  them  such  people 
as  one  would  choose  for  neighbors  and  friends.  At  the  time 
of  taking  the  precaution  of  securing  my  journal  in  the  top  of 
my  hat,  I  little  thought  of  ever  being  called  upon  for  an  at- 
tract from  its  pages. 

Towards  evening  of  the  same  day,  I  arrived  at  my  homo, 
having  traveled  through  some  of  the  best,  and  c.-rtainly  MUM  ol 
the  most  delightful  and  beautiful  country  1  had  evet  before 
seen.  In  sixty-five  miles  I  passed  but  one  boose.  At  thai 
time  I  did  not  know  of  a  family  residing  in  what  U  DOW  Wsl- 
worth  county;  if  there  were  any,  they  must  have  lived  OO  ths 
extreme  south  side. 

I  will  note  the  origin  of  a  few  of  the  nam.-  applied  t.»  lo- 
calities ill  Rock  county.  Thiebeau,  the  old  French  trailer,  and 
early  settVer  at  Beloit,  told  me  that  the  name  Koshkonnng  was 
of  Winnebago  derivation,  ami  means  "tit.-  place  where  we 
shave;"  as  when  he  and  another  tracer  IfSf  StJM  int..  the 
country,  they  left,  their  razors  at  the  lake.  nn,i  would  travel 
around  among  the  Indians  trading  far  hlflj  but  when  they 
wanted  to  shave,  they  returned  to  their  hea.l.piartor*  at  the 
lake.  The  Pottawattamies  ha. I  a  village  on  the  r.M 
their  name  signified  "the  lake  we  live  on." 

Emerald  (irovo  was  named  by  Or.  .lame.  Heath.  NUint 
Zion  was  first  so  called  by  James  Wo.»,l  ami  Krastux 
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dington.  Johnstown  derived  its  name  from  John  A.  Fletcher; 
Prairie  du  Lac,  from  the  small  lakes  on  the  northeast  side 
of  the  prairie;  but  our  letters  being  frequently  miscarried  to 
Prairie  du  Sac,  or,  as  we  generally  called  it,  S'auk  Prairie, 
northwest  of  the  Wisconsin  river,  in  order  to  remedy  that  an- 
noyance), we  met  and  named  the  town  Milton.  Otter  Creek 
took  its  name  from  the  number  of  otter  slides  along  its  banks 
at  the  time  of  surveying. 

A  claim  was  made  where  I  now  reside  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1837,  the  day  Martin  Van  Buren  was  to  have  taken  the 
Presidential  chair.  It  came  on  Sunday,  so  he  put  it  off  one 
day;  but  we  did  not,  but  came  twelve  miles  in  a  sleigh,  and 
marked  our  claim. 

Milton,  November,  1855. 
23 
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Early  Reminiscences  of 
Janesville 

By  Henry  F.  Janes 

I  was  born  on  the  12th  of  February.  1804,  in  Pendleton 
county,  Virginia,  on  Straight  Creek,  one  of  the  extreme  brad 
branches  of  the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac.  In  1819  my 
father  moved  to  Ohio,  and  settled  on  the  Scioto  shore,  at  Ohil- 
licothe,  where  I  remained  till  the  15th  day  of  April,  1825, 
when  I  left  the  parental  roof,  on  an  old  one-eyed  horse,  with 
two  shirts  and  four  dollars  in  my  pocket,  all  told, 

At  about  the  end  of  a  week,  I  reached  tin  vicinity  of  where 
La  Fayette,  Indiana,  now  stands.  At  that  time  ha  Payette 
had  no  existence,  except  in  name.  There  1  married  my 
on  the  15th  day  of  March,  1827.  1  remain.  .!  in  thai  county 
till  September,  1832,  when  I  moved  with  mv  wife  and  tWO 
children,  to  Laporte  county,  [ndiana.  1  remained  there  till 
April,  1835,  when  1  moved  to  Wisconsin  with  my  family,  and 
settled  in  Racine  County,  six  miles  due  wot  from  thr  city  Of 
Racine.  The  February  previous,  I  went  to  VVisoonafo  to  select 
a  location,  and  found  but  one  whit.'  family  in  Racine  county, 
being  that  of  a  Mr.  Beardsley*  There  was  not  a  house,  nor 
any  sign  of  civilization  between  Grove  Point,  twelve  miki 

north  of  Chicago,  and  Skunk  Grove,  now  Mount  Pha-ant.  in 
Racine  county.     We  were  It   hottM  whcivv,     uiah;  OVW 
us;  our  fare  was  rather  hard,  but  the  hills  wen   not  Inji  at 
that,  time. 

Capt.  Gilbert  Knapp  had  some  men  at  work  in  Racine, 

and  I  think  he  had  a  log  Cabin  built,  Of  partiv  huiit.  at  the 
time  1  first  saw  the  place  wh.iv  thr  citv  n-«u  Stand*  I 
selected  a  Situation  for  a  farm  oil  a  branch  of  a  -I  ram.  t.» 

•  Rlam  BfWHhley  Ki'ttled  In  Culo.loi.lw,  Idi.-I  >'"<>.       Jmiuau  ( 
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Avbich  I  gave  the  name  of  Hoosier  creek;  and  so  far  as  I 
know,  it  retains  the  name  yet.  I  landed  on  my  claim  with  my 
family  about  the  first  of  May,,  and  went  to  work  in  good 
earnest.  On  the  first  day  of  August,  18:J5,  my  son,  J.  W. 
Janes,  was  born,  and  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Racine 
county;  he  is  now  grown,  and  is  a  hale  and  active  young 
man. 

At  that  time  there  were  no  surveys  of  the  land  by  Che 
United  States  surveyors,  and  we  all  had  to  run  the  risk  of  the 
lines  cutting  us  to  advantage  or  disadvantage.  Some  time 
that  fall  the  lines  were  run — that  is,  the  town  am]  range  Lines, 
and  I  ascertained  that  all  my  claim  and  improvements  were  on 
the  10th  or  school  section.  This  caused  me  to  look  around 
for  a  new  location.  By  this  time  most  of  the  choice  claims 
were  taken,  or  supposed  to  be  taken;  and  I  concluded  to  make 
a  trip  to  Bock  river,  and  started  late  in  October  m  company 
with  Levi  Harness,  a  young  man  that  I  took  to  the  country 
with  me.  We  had  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  country,  and 
started  on  foot  as  adventurers. 

We  reached  Prairie  Village,*  on  Fox  river,  the  first  day; 
and  there  learned  that  a  companyf  had  gone  Ottl  from  Mil- 
waukee but  a  short  time  before,  and  were  still  not  far  ahead  ;  10 
we  pushed  on  in  good  spirits,  and  camped  between  MttkwonagO 
and  where  Troy  now  stands.  Having  been  misinformed  about 
the  distance  to  Rock  river  at  Prairie  Village  W6  supposed  that 
we  were  not  more  than  ten  miles  from  the  river.  \\V  sta 
with  light  hearts  as  soon  as  we  could  see  the  Indian  trail  (for 
there  Were  no  other  roads  in  the  country  at  that  ttlUO),  0*6 
carrying  our  bed,  consisting  of  a  hulValo  .-kin  and  blank,  i.  and 
the  other  the  gun,  and  knapsack  wilh  our  gmb.     We  eat  U0 

breakfast  expecting  to  be  at  the  camp  of  our  preo\  PI  fa 

two  or  three  hours  at  the  most.     We  had  BOt  got  OUt  I  (  ight 


♦  Since  Waulseshn. 


Oil   I  [18    I  Ri I  II   HI    I  llf  Minn-    •   ,,      , ,  ,, 
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'of  our  camp  fire,  when  it  commenced  raining,  and  by  the  time 
-wo  arrived  at  the  place  where  Troy  now  Stands,  every  thing, 
-including  ourselves,  was  complete-iy  thatched  over  with  sleet 
In  this  condition  we  trudged  011,  expecting,  on  seeing  each  hill, 
that  we  would  be  sure  to  see  the  cam])  of  our  friends,  but  we 
were  doomed  to  disappointment. 

At  length,  cold,  wet,  and  fatigued,  we  reached  the  Rock 
Prairie,  and  seeing  the  trail  struck  into  it,  uv  concluded  to 
camp  having  eaten  nothing  all  day.  We  tried  to  Strike  fire 
and  found  that  all  our  fire  apparatus,  like  ourselves,  was  wn  t ; 
'even  the  powder  in  the  horn  would  not  ignite.  Tn  tlii<  dilenv 
'.ma  we  concluded  to  make  one  more  effort  to  find  the  camp  01 
river.  Accordingly  we  started  on  the  trail,  and  took  a  kind  of 
>dog  trot,  and  kept  it  up  till  it  got  so  dark  that  we  lost  the  trail, 
and  finally  my  man  declared  that  he  could  go  no  farther.  T 
got  him  on  his  feet,  and  told  him  we  iuu-m  get  t"  the  brush  for 
shelter,  or  we  would  perish  with  cold  and  hunger.  We  then 
took  the  wind  for  our  guide,  and  after  some  tin*  1  the 

brush,  where  we  sat  down  on  the  wet  ground,  and  spread  QUI 
blanket  and  buffalo  skin  over  us.  Id  tlii-  way  I  BpUOi  the  first 
night  T  ever  spent  in  Rock  county.  Our  camp,  if  SUeh  it  may 
be  termed,  was  some  eight  or  ten  miles  aosl  of  Janeaville,  and 
near  where  I).  A.  Richardson  lived  when  I  left  the  aity.  The 
next  morning  found  us  in  a  had  fix — cold  and  wet  -the  ground 
frozen  hard  enough  to  bear  a  horse,  and  Snowing  beautifully. 
After  holding  a  council,  we  concluded  to  retrace  our 
Eoot  river.  We  started,  and  in  the  afternoon  reached  Turtle 
lake,  where  after  some  three  hours  hard  w<.rk.  we 
getting  a  fire  and  dried  ourselves  and  enmp.  d  for  the  niiiht. 

We  reached  hope  without  accomplish  inn  our  object,  ami 
remained  till  some  time  in  December  of  the  same  \var.  T 
started  again  in  company  wilh  a  Mr.  GhWl  frow  Kaeine.  and  a 
man  by  the  name  of  J.  0.  Oapp.1  Thii  time  l  tool  I  h  tut, 
and  we  got  through  without  any  accident  worth  noting,  mil 
'found  Samuel    St.    Johnf  and    \V.   A.    Holim*.    living  in 


'  •  Perhaps  K  o*M>. 

t  Mr.  It.  rohfl  ilmM  fron  Vtrmoot  with  bli  m\t*  i«j  ,hr7L  fJ',M' ,  '  1 
'  became  the  AYtt  tvsMent  K  PfluU  btoaOM  ISaWTfHUj  In  No?.,  Mr»  w 
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a  log  cabin  on  Rock  river,  one  mile  below  Janesville.  The 
ground  was  covered  with  snow  some  inches  deep,  and  we  could 
get  nothing  for  our  horses  to  eat;  we  therefore  left  them  here, 
and  explored  the  country  on  foot  up  to  Fort  Atkinson  and 
around  Lake  Koshkonong,  and  concluded  to  purchase  the  land 
at  the  outlet  of  the  lake  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and 
marked  out  claims  on  the  east  side  with  a  view  of  settling 
there.  We  accordingly  returned,  and  in  a  few  days  I  started 
in  company  with  Alfred  Gary,  of  Racine,  for  Green  Bay.  At 
that  time  there  was  not  a  house  between  Call's  Grove  and  Vwk 
river,  and  but  one  between  Milwaukee  and  Green  Bay,  and 
that  was  Farnsworth's  mill,  on  the  Sheboygan  river. 

On  the  first  day  out  from  Milwaukee,  we  were  overtaken  bv 
a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Roark,  who  informed  us  that 
Doct.  B.  B.  Gary  had  been  shot  the  night  previous,  and  wanted 
his  brother  to  return.  He  accordingly  returned,  and  Roark 
and  myself  went  on.  In  four  or  five  days  we  reached  our  des- 
tination without  any  accident  worth  relating.  Wo  bad  plenty 
of  snow  to  make  a  soft  bed  to  sleep  in,  and  wolves  enough  fcO 
howl  us  to  sleep  at  all  times  of  night, 

We  found  the  members  of  the  first  Legislature  of  Wiscon- 
sin, or  the  last  Territorial  Legislature  of  Michigan;  a!  Green 
Bay  waiting  for  Gov.  Horner  to  put  them  in  motion;  but 
that  dignitary  was  among  the  missing,  and  the  whole  matter 
ended  in  smoke.  I  found  on  examining  the  books  at  tb«  tOWO 
office,  that  all  the  land  we  had  selected  was  sold,  and  1  had 
my  trip  for  my  pay.  So  after  looking  at  the  town  of  Xavari 
no,  Fort  Howard,  and  the  sights  we  though  1  worth  seeing,  wo 
laid  in  a  stock  of  crackers,  cheese,  bain  and  tobacm.  not  for- 
getting some  <>f  the  "critter,"  made  OUt  adion  tO  (fo*  Hmv 
and  in  due  time  landed  safe  at  home.     ETlvfog  «tfc  IWO  trip! 

to  Rock  river,  and  one  to  Green  Bay,  for  nothing,  ami  link- 
ing perhaps  the  third  one  the  charm;  so  1  accordinglj  tartci 


John  was  the  first  to  find  o  grave  In  the  now  hc  tlrmcnt.  in  June.  I.vui. 

bv  a  decline  di  some  months'  continuance,  Inc  u.      l»>  <"..  «...  >      >        ■  '  •   '  1 

ance  the  previous  winter,  and  the  shelter  and  c«..;      n.r.«*n>  t.,  I \**-u  ih«  «f 
an  infant  babe.     Her  Kl'UV«  In  marked  bj  n  tonibnlnn.    ..|.«.n  ,  n  -  »'»^  ^mr 
the  roftd  leadinu  to  Uelolt.    Mr.  si  .John  survived  i  ■  .  •  -  ml  o 
while  on  a  visit       his  brother's  near  town,  nml  I 


the  eminence  beside   m  of  bli  wife, 


L  C  i> 
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the  third  time  for  Rock  river  in  company  with  John  Janes,  a 
cousin  of  mine,  who  now  lives  in  Bad  Axe  county,  Wis 
sin,  and  crossed  Rock  river  somewhere  near  where  Rochester 
now  stands,  and  continued  on  and  explored  the  country  north 
of  Janesville,  to  near  the  mouth  of  Whitewater;  then  tui 
down  to  St.  John's  and  replenished  our  provisions;  then  ex 
nlored  the  west  side  of  Rock  river  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cat- 
fish, and  up  that  to  or  near  the  First  Lake;  We  then  directed 
our  course  for  Cam])  &  Collins'  Diggings,  on  Sugar  er< 
made  -Mitchell's   Grove  in  our    route.     We   were   some  days 
traveling  and  exploring,  and  having  run  out  of  provisions,  we 
concluded  to  repair  to  Camp  &  Coffins'  Diggings  for  sup) 
Just  at  night  we  found  the  section,  and  quarter  section,  that 
we  were  informed  they  were  on;  but  they  wore  not  then  . 

It  had  become  dark,  and  very  cold,  and  We  were  tired  and 
hungry;  so  we  concluded  to  make  to  some  timher  and  build 
up  a  fire,  and  do  the  best  we  could.  After  we  reached  the 
timber,  and  commenced  dragging  some  limbs  out  of  thi  sn<  w, 
we  saw  a  spark  of  lire  rise,  and  after  some  circles  in  th<  air 
disappear.  Soon  after  we  saw  others  ascend  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  concluded  it  was  Indians,  and  that  We  WOUld  go  and 
camp  with  them,  rather  than  build  a  tin  and,  lit  in  ih  M10W 
all  night,  hungry  and  tired  as  wv  were.  But  Judge  bl  Ottt 
surprise  on  reaching  the  place,  to  find  it  Occupied  by  I  whiti 
man,  .Michael  Welch,  who  received  us  with  all  the  bospital 
it y  with  which  a  Wisconsin  miner  could  rccch  I  I 
any  attempt  on  my  pari  to  describe  that,  WOUld  bd  but  I  fail- 
ure to  do  justice  to  that  nohle  hearted  class  of  the  dtiicna  ol 

Wisconsin.     We  were  now  snugiv  enttonCed  in  a  w.nm  .  ..1m:;. 
by  a  roaring  fire,  and  soon  had  a  tool  plMi  bet#CC*  Nt,  R 
which  was  a   pyramid  if  poUtOeti  and  a   .lMi  rf  |>oA  Swl  I 
ming  in  a  miniature  lake  of  gravy,  and  each  I  tin  QUp  ol  I  i 
fee.     Ye  Upper  tens!     How  does  your  ktOnseUe  ihofc  Into  utter 

ingigniflcanee  when  contrast,,!  w.th  the  pure,  pnuim  hospital 

ity^of  the  frontier  adventurer.  Nearly  twcnt.N  vear*  bavo 
passed  sinn;  the  time  of  which  I  mn  ii'»w  speaking.  1  do  not 
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know  whether  Mr.  Welch  is  yet  alive  or  not;  but  whenever  I 
think  of  his  kindness,  it  makes  my  heart  throb  with  grateful 
pleasure. 

We  then  went  over  to  where  New  Mexico  was  afterward  laid 
out,  explored  there  two  or  three  days,  and  then  to  Hamilton'* 
Diggings,  and  finally  back  again  to  Rock  river.  I  then  se 
ed  the  claim  that  Janesville  is  built  on,  and  marked  it  as  my 
claim,  on  the  15th  day  of  February,  1836.  In  my  letter  to  the 
Janesville  Gazette,  T  gave  the  time  as  the  15th  of  January 
through  mistake;  February  is  the  correct  time.  By  this  time 
I  had  become  snow  blind,  and  had  to  lay  by  some  ten  days 
before  I  could  see  to  travel.  My  friend  went  to  work  for  Mr.  Si. 
John,  and  as  soon  as  I  coui'd  see  to  travel,  I  started  for  home. 
I  took  the  line  at  the  south  end  of  Janesville  and  followed 

clear  through  to  Call's  Grove,*  without  seeing  the  he  I  a 

human  being,  or  any  trace  of  one,  except  the  marks  of  the  sur- 
veyors that  had  run  the  line  that  I  was  following. 

Previous  to  leaving  Rock  river,  I  employed  Mr.  St.  John  to 
put  me  up  a  cabin,  and  on  the  U)th  day  of  .May,  1830,  abonl 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  1  threaded  my  way  to  my  cabin 
along  an  Indian  trail  that  passed  up  the  river  through  th<  pro- 
ent  city  of  Janesville.  My  family  now  made  about  the  fourth 
family  in  the  county.  It  may,  and  doubtless  will.  Appear 
rather  strange  to  some  of  the  citizens  of  Janesville,  tnat  nine 
teen  years  and  a  half  ago  the  whole  city  consisted  of  one  fami- 
ly, and  one  log  cabin,  eighteen  feet  square,  with  the  bark  on 
tho  logs,  and  no  floor  in  it,  or  shutter  In  the  door-way.  I  had 
this  time  not  the  .least  idea  of  ever  building  up  a  i«.\vn;  but 
in  moving  to  Janesville  1  opened  a  truck,  and  nil  the  travel 
followed  that  route  to  Kock  river.  At  that  time.  WiaOOnttn 
City,  Roekport,  and  I  know  not  how  manv  umiv  paper  towns, 
were  in  existence  along  [lock  river. 

Sometime  in  the  Tall  of  1830,  I  won!  to  Damp  k  ('..bin-' 
mines,  and  purchased  two  wagon  loads  of  lead,  and  thai  DOM 
pleted  a  communication  from  Racine  to  tho  had  iniiM  by  my 

house,  and  there  was  a  constant  throng  of  travel  On  it.  and  no 

•  Since  ollflOgtd  lo  Iv«'  Orott. 
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way  to  cross  the  river  only  to  swim  the  horses  alongside  of  a 
canoe,  and  cross  wagons  in  the  same  way.  The  traveling  com- 
munity were  constantly  besetting  me  to  build  a  ferry-boat,  and 
I  at  length  concluded  to  do  so;  and  built  one  at  no  small  ex- 
pense. After  I  got  it  done,  I  went  to  Belmont  while  the  Leg- 
islaturo  was  in  session,  to  get  a  charter;  and  nut  dreaming 
any  opposition,  I  took  no  pains  to  get  a  petition  la 
and  the  proprietors  of  Eockport,  Wisconsin  City,  and  Humes' 
Ferry,  united  in  a  remonstrance.  This  then  began  a  war  be- 
tween the  three  points.  T,  by  this  time,  concluded  to  lay  out 
a  town,  and  accordingly  did  so.  The  next  Slimmer  two  of  the 
other  places  found  it  was  "no  go"  with  them,  and  they  compro- 
mised as  far  as  Janesville  was  concerned,  and  dropped  their 
towns,  and  took  up  a  place  they  called  St.  George's  Rapids, 
about  half  way  between  the  other  towns,  and  made  common 
cause  against  me  in  general',  and  Janesville  in  particular.  T  at- 
tended the  Legislature  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  at  Madison,  for 
some  three  or  four  years,  got  all  the  roads,  mail  routes,  and  ail 
the  legislation  I  asked  for.  But  in  getting  the  eountj  seal  lo- 
cated at  Janesville,  the  county  took  a  pre-emption  on  that,  and 
swept  it  from  under  me."  And  having  expended  all  mv  m 
in  trying  to  build  up  the  place,  and  all  mv  Improvements  with 
it,  to  use  a  California  phrase,  I  was  completely  strapped,  and 
on  the  24th  day  of  August,  1830,  I  left  the  town  to  its  fair. 
On  the  15th  day  of  May,  1838,  my  son  Jasper  was  born  in 
Janesville,  the  first  male  child  born  in  the  pita  ' 

After  leaving  Janesville,  I  had  been  drifting  around  till  '19 
found  me  in  ibis  land  of  gold  and  big  potatoes,  The  Udies 
of  Janesville  would  probably  think  it  itrangs  to  hetf  that  to 
July,  1836,  my  wife  and  four  small  children  wciv  thr  only  in- 


*  it  innv  be  seen  in  Guernsey's  iiiitorn  of  Rock  count,,  that  tb  »»U  ■JVj 

wns  established  noon  Mr.  Janes'  location;  and  thai  mucn  pi  its*  «»« 

to  htm  for  his  dip'omatlC  tact  la  ovorcomlnK  the  obstacle*  which  omer  iocbi 

Interests  had  cast  in  Ills  way.  .  n„.rt#r 

By  a  inw  of  Congress  the  county  could  sectii  '°  *   *S  ,™  Am 

section  upon  which  the  county  sent  would  be  locat.  I  Mi  ■;  *•  "  *rani 
Of   this,   and   found   himself  D    tenant    upon   I  a  n«  I 

compromise  was  effected  by  which  the  county   for  ,i!r.     l  ri> 

deed  back  portion!  of  the  Ind  to  tnt  original  claimant!  sad  sotuen    «•  «  » 

tTt  l«  stated  l»v  the  Rev    II.  Kooto.  In  <  .10  i       \ Hot    »f  '«'••<*  ''"""'►•'iy 

to  Van  im  Sfttherc  1,1  an  infant  son  sdded  to  th«  family  ottom* MM  John, 
who  is  supposed  to  bs  the  ti ist  white  child  born  In  the  <  fn*c  Rocfc  nur  uikv. 
MlH  nam.    was  Mnth  II.  St.  John,  and  he  wn*  living  n  fr«   o-.r.     t     .«    i ' 

lumbus,  In  this  Btats 
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habitants  of  Janesville  for  twenty-one  days  at  one  time.  Such 
is  the  fact ;  for  I,  with  all  the  men  that  were  about  me,  went 
up  to  where  Jefferson  is  situated  for  a  raft  of  rails,  expecting 
to  return  in  a  few  days,  but  the  river  had  got  too  low,  and  we 
were  detained  in  consequence,  and  were  gone  twent  y-one  days. 
Mrs.  Janes  and  her  children  remaining  ai'one,  and  the  Indians 
were  scarcely  ever  out  of  sight  or  hearing. 

This,  dear  sir,  comprises,  as  nearly  as  my  scanty  means  of 
collecting  material  will  allow,  the  incidents  relating  to  the  first 
settlement  of  Janesvill'e.  I  had  first  given  it  t lie  name  of 
Black  Hawk,  it  having  been  one  of  the  old  warrior's  camping 
grounds,  and  sent  up  a  petition  to  the  Post  Office  Department 
for  a  post-office  of  that  name,  and  recommended  myself  as 
postmaster.  Amos  Kendall,  at  that  time  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, refused  to  establish  an  office  by  that  name,  as  there  wai 
one  already  bearing  that  name  in  what  is  now  Iowa,  but  then 
a  part  of  Wisconsin  Territory,  and  gave  the  name  of  Janes^  ille 
to  the  post  office." 


Thus  far,  Mr.  Janes'  communication  to  our  Historical  Soci- 
ety, from  llniontown,  Humboldt  Bay,  California,  Not.  M, 
1855.  From  two  letters  he  wrote  to  the  Janesville  (inz<{tCy 
one  dated  April  17th,  "185;"),  and  the  Other  Nov,  LOtk,  of  the 
s'amo  year,  we  make  the  following  extracts: 

"As  old  Dr.  Jayne,  of  Philadelphia,  of  quack  medicine  noto- 
riety, has  claimed  that  Janesville  was  named  for  him*  1  appeal 
to  A.  T.  Walker,  G.  H.  Williston,  I).  Smiley,  Charlee  Ste- 
vens, Gen.  Sheldon  and  others  who  were  in  Rock  eonnty  M  an 
early  day.  On  the  15th  day  of  January,  1 83f»,t  1  cut  tlio  initials 
of  my  name  on  a  black  jack  <m  the  city  pint,  nnd  enlloH  it  my 
claim.  At  that  lime  Samuel  St.  John  was  the  only  re^hlenl  «>f 
the  city.  When  T  left  Janesville,  the  stum],  «.f  the  old  hla.a\  jaek 
was  standing     the  street  between  the  house  built  for  my  lelf  and 


♦On  the  88d  of  April.  1HM7.  I  ho  nrsl  mall  nrrlvi-ri  In  .Tnnosvlllo    hrln«inB  on* 

letter  only,  and  that   for  Mr.  JanoH.     Ilui   K   wn*  Hi.    harWncrr  of  future  , .« 

munkttlona  from  distant  frlenda.    Poatmaater  Janet  faM.n.,1  n  . ,. .»  w  »\™n 

a  log  in  his  bar,  an. I  In  thai  for  wvernl  month*  \\nn  .hM"-U«"1  nil  th-  mull  m»\ 

ter  for  Roeh  county. 

t  Mr.  Janes  has  corrected  this  error,  kIvIiik  l-Vh   l.Mli  «*        Irnr  dau. 
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Charles  Stevens  and  the  river,  on  the  north  side  of  the  street 
Please  respect  it  on  my  account,  as  it  was  awful  cold  when  I 
made  the  claim. * 

"Since  that  time  I  have  heen  constantly  working  westward 
till  the  nasty  Pacific  has  made  a  stop  to  farther  progress  in  that 
direction.  In  the  fall  of  '49  J  reached  the  Pacific,  and  yd  Mi.-, 
sun  sets  west  of  me,  and  my  wife  positively  refuses  t<>  go  t.>  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  and  the  hark  is  starting  off  my  rails,  and 
that  is  longer  than  I  ever  allowed  myself  to  remain  on  one  farm ; 
so  I  am  at  loss  how  to  act  in  the  present  dilemma. 

"At  the  annual  election  in  the  fall  of  '."!(>,  the  whole  nun 
of  votes  cast  in  the  county,  or  what  is  now  Rock  county,  was  32, 
all  told.  Of  these,  Gilbert  Knapp  received  \vi  for  the  Council; 
Alonzo  Sweet,  Win.  Lee  and  —  Heed  had  about  au  equal 
number  each  for  the  same  office,  two  to  be,  elected;  Charles 
Durkee,  Gen.  Sheldon  and  Dr.  Cornwall  got  the  rotes  for  the 
Assembly.  I  am  satisfied  that  at  that  time  the  entire  population 
of  Eoek  county  would  not  have  reached  TOO  inhabitants.  The 
first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Samuel  St.  John,  ibout 
one  mile  below  Janesvili'e,  or  below  where  Janesvillc  WES  in 
August,  1830. 

'Mudge  Whiten  beat  me  for  the  Legislature,  ttot  en  polities!, 

but  on  local  grounds.  At  that  time,  in  \'><i  or  ':;7.  .lanesville 
was  the  Sevastopol,  and  BeJoit,  Wisconsin  City,  Si.  Qeorge'i 
'Rapids,  liockport  and  Hume's  Ferrv  weiv  Ihe  "allied  pOWtW 

that  besieged  it.  I  was  i>ut  in  nomination  by  the  JatieetiHe 
party;  and,  after  two  or  three  cam-uses,  the  KaUietw  selected 
Judge  Whiten,  knowing  that  he  "blew  hot  and  eld."  and  WO0.M 
carry  some  of  the  Janesvillc  VOt*)  aud  all  the  COraWl»d  Oppo- 
sition. They  took  him  on  the  principle  of  avadahilitv  ind 
elected  him. 

"I  am  told  that  1  would  be  lost  iu  MhtMRttll  if  1  WW*  to 
visit  the  City  at  this  time.     No  doubt  m.h  bi  tt*  fat, 

as  I  was  truly  monarch  of  all  1  sun,  v.  d.  from  thi  bank  ,.f  the 
river  to  the  blutf,  and  up  and  down  as  far  as  the  bends  in  iho 
river  would  permit.  There  was  not  a  mark  of  cnltiv:Uio„  ...  b- 
seen  where  I  tirst  marked  out  my  location  wIhmy  now  nl*\u\*  iho 

city  of  Janesvili'e. 

 .   ...„  ti...  I,:.nk  of  tte  rlv.  r  for  I  lot.tf  Mm<\  M 
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"Some  of  your  readers  would  probably  think  it  strange  thai 
twenty  years  have  scarcely  gone  by  since  the  entire  population 
uf  Janesville  consisted  of  one  family — myself,  wife  and  four 
children,  and  the  only  improvements  were  one  Log  cabin, 
eighteen  feet  square,  without  door,  shutter  or  window,  and  no 
floor  but  mother  earth;  and,  instead  of  paved  sidewalks  and 
graded  streets,  there  was  an'  Indian  trail  which  wound  its  ser- 
pentine course  through  what  is  now  probably  the  heart  of  the 
city,  and  all  the  land  on  the  flat  and  the  sides  uf  the  bluffs,  back 
from  the  river,  were  covered  with  scrub  oak  timber,  and  instea  i 
of  the  whistle  of  the  railroad  cars,  or  the  bum  and  bustle  of  the 
thousands  that  daily  throng  your  streets,  we  had  the  croaking  of 
the  kiota,  or  the  midnight  yell  of  the  drunken  Indian.  At  th.it 
time  there  were  no  houses,  farms  or  improvements  a-  tar  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  and  traders  look  their  course  and  traveled 
where  it  suited  their  purpose,  and  were  at  home  wheie  and 
when  night  overtook  them.  Twenty  years  ago  I  owned  the 
only  grindstone  in  Rock  county,  and  people  came  fro  IB  the 
remote  parts  of  the  county  to  grind  their  axes,  shares,  ete.  I 
have  never  been  able  to  learn  where  you  built  your  court-houae. 
I  had  selected  a  block  to  put  it  on,  on  top  of  the  hii'l  back  of 
where  Harvey  Story's  blacksmith  shop  st"<nl  when  I  l<-lt  Janea- 
villo. 

"If  any  of  the  wauhous  of  Janesville  who  have  uol  had  the 
good  or  bad  fortune  to  be  acquainted  with  ine,  desire  more  m 
formation,  I  can  inform  them  that  I  am  uow  in  my  u\\-  Mfl 
mid  year,  weigh  210  pounds,  stand  0  fee!  and  iuchej  in  ins- 
socks,  ami  have  rambled  with  my  family  over  more  ol  the  W<  ll 
ern  country,  and  to  less  purpose,  than  any  other  man  in  it. 

'\Should  any  of  my  old  cronies  with  to  know  h"\v  1  am  doiftf 
in  California,]  can  only  .say  that  I  am  doing  well. am  wcllph-asod 

with  the  country!  and  am  in  the  enjoyment  of  i  scellenl  health. 
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Sketch  of  Charles  M.  Baker 


By  Lyman  C.  Draper 

As  an  appropriate  preliminary  to  Judge  Baker's  excellent 
paper  on  the  Pioneer  History  of  Walworth  County,  a  personal 
sketch  of  the  author  is  submitted. 

Charles  M.  Baker  was  the  son  of  James  Baker,  and  Elisa- 
beth Price,  both  natives  of  Ilorristown,  New  Jersey,  born  there 
amid  the  exciting  scenes  of  the  Revolution,  Their  son,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  October  18th, 
3  804.  His  father  was  a  master-builder  but  owing  to  failing 
health  he  removed,  in  1805,  from  New  York  to  Addison 
Vermont,  and  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming. 

Until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twelve  years,  Charles  M. 
Baker,  alternated  his  time  in  attending  the  neighborhood 
school,  and  working  upon  the  farm.  lie  early  cherished  an 
ardent  thirst  for  knowledge,  and  every  spare  moment  was  de- 
voted to  a  preparation  for  college.  In  August,  1829,  be  fil- 
tered Middlebury  College;  but  the  auxin  y  and 
attendant  upon  his  successful  entrance,  brought  00  dyapepaia 
of  so  severe  a  character,  that  he  was  forced  to  abandon  eolle-go 
life  in  June  of  the  following  year. 

In  order  to  regain  his  health,  lie  started  on  a  pedestrian  tour 
through  "Northern  New  York  to  Montreal,  remaining  there  until 
in  the  .autumn,  when  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  procured  em- 
ployment as  an  assistant  under  Rev.  Win.  Ashton,  m  a  -1  1 

for  young  ladies  in  that  city,  For  two  years,  with  improved 
health  and  enlarged  literary  culture,  he  remained  in  this  institu- 
tion. Returning  in  1826,  t<>  Vermont,  and  shortly  after  poinp  to 
Troy,  %  if .,  he  commenced  at  the  age  of  twenty  two.  the  study 
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of  the  law  in  the  office,  and  under  the  instructions,  of  Judge  S. 
O.  Huntington,  and  remained  thus  employed  for  three  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  short- 
ly after  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Henry  \V.  Strong, 
brother  of  the  late  Hun.  Marshall  M.  Strong,  of  Racing. 

In  September,  1829,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mitt  Mar- 
tha W.  Larrabee,  daughter  of  John  S.  Larrabee,  of  Larrabee  * 
Point,  Shoreham,  Vermont;  and  removed  the  following  spring 
to  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.,  where  he  continued  the  practice  of  In- 
profession  until  1834,  with  much  peeuniary  success,  but  at  the 
expense  of  his  health.  His  old  dyspeptic  troubles  returned  with 
such  increased  violence,  that  ho  was  constrained  to  retire  nom 
the  practice  of  the  law,  sell  out  his  library,  and  with  his  wife 
and  two  children  returned  to  Vermont,  with  the  conviction  thai 
he  could  not  long  survive. 

But  change  of  air  and  occupation  resulted  iu  improved  health 
so  that  he  was  encouraged  to  engage  in  trade,  in  which  he  DOn- 
tinued  until  the  financial  crash  of  1837-38;  when  selling  out 
his  mercantile  stock,  he  resolved  on  migrating  to  the  Wi  Bt  H 
accordingly  set  out  on  the  10th  of  September,  1838,  for  Jan  - 
ville,  Wisconsin.    Finding  most  of  the  land  either  entered  or 
claimed  near  Janesville,  he  spent  several  weeks  in  roaming  over 
the  prairies  of  Southern  Wisconsin;  and  ai  Length,  quite  tale 
in  the  fall  of  that  year,  made  a  location  on  the  south  side  of 
Geneva  Lake,  Walworth  county,  B  portion  of  the  farm  imw 
owned  by  Gen.  John  W.  Boyd. 

For  the  next  thirty-three  years  we  find  Mr.  Baker  faithfully 
engaged  in  every  good  word  and  work,  in  serving  t«.  foster  reli- 
gion, education,  temperance  and  morals;  in  laying  the  founda- 
tions of  society  in  town,  counly,  Territory  and  Stale;  and  in 
every  situation  in  life,  proving  himself  adequate  to  the  demand, 
made  upon  him.  He  held  many  pliCet  of  ^tWlC *** *  Ht  *** 

and  county,  and  in  the  councils  of  the  State.  He  was  eh  n  a 

member  of  the  Territorial  Council  in  1S4J.  and  served  in  that 
capacity  until  the  Hose  of  the  Beetion  W  184€;  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Fit*  OoMtltutl<mal 
that  met  in  October  of  the  latter  year.  Ue  was  ^  «>f 
the  three  Qommissionovs  appointed  to  collate  and  rrvi«o 
all  the  public  acts  of  the  State  of  a  pencral  and  ponnancnl 
nature,  in  1848 ;  and  largely  aided  in  their  eodineatn.n.  and  - 
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perintended  the  printing  of  the  volume  of  over  one  thousand 
pages,  at  Albany,  H.  Y.,  in  the  fall  of  1840. 

In  185(5,  he  served  a  few  month's,  by  Executive  appointment, 
as  Circuit  Judge  in  his  judicial  district,  declining  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  that  office  before  the  people.  During  the  war  he  was  & 
Commissioner  under  Provost  Marshal  Bean,  in  the  first  district 
Few  men  ever  performed  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  offi 
with  the  same  fidelity  and  conscientiousness  as  Judge  Baker. 

His  prominent  traits  of  character  arc  truthfully  portrayed  by 
Hon.  William  P.  Lyon,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  W.dw  rth 
County  Old  Settlers'  Association,  of  which  Judge  Haker  was 
the  President,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  by  apoplexy,  at  bis 
residence  at  Geneva,  Walworth  county,  February  5th,  1872,  in 
the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age: 

"I  knew  Judge  Baker  well,"  says  Judge  Lyon,  "for  thirty 
years.  Nearly  twenty-seven  years  ago,  I  was  a  Btudenl  in  his  of- 
fice, and  from  that  time  until  his  death,  my  relations  with  him 
were  most  friendly  and  pleasant.    He  was  not  only  my  pre- 
ceptor, but  my  trusted  adviser  and  friend  during  the  most 
trying  period,  the  first  years  of  my  professional  life.  I  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  of  the  district  court  for  Walwm-th  county  in 
1840,  on  his  motion,  and  he  was  the  chairman  of  tlx-  committee 
by  .whom  T  was  examined  preparatory  to  such  admission.  The 
encouragement— the  kind  assistance,  which  he  BO  often  extends  1 
to  me  in  my  earlier  attempts  to  practice  my  chosen  profession, 
were  invaluable  to  me,  and  T  haw  always  felt,  and  always  shsll 
feel,  the  most  profound  gratitude  therefor.     1  think  (ft*  d  the 
proudest  moments  of  mv  life  Was  when,  manv  yean  1*0,  *  «l 
request  T  was  retained  as  counsel  With  him  in  an  important 

Cause     01  course  he  did  not  n  1  mv  ,  r  fat*  but  he  U.-w 

how  valuable  to  me— ho*  grateful  to  mv  f.-lin-     »a1  d,h 
cate  proof  of  his  inlerest  in  me  would  be. 

-The  talents  of  .Judge  Laker.  18  a  lawyer,  w,  re  o1  I  WJ  Dlgt 

or'der    tie  possess**  a  clear,  logical  mind,  was  extnwh  earn 

tious  and  discreet,  very  industrious,  and  entirclv  hrtrt  and 
true  He  was  ahjo  well  read  in  the  elementary  leannntf  of  our 
profession.  The  man  who  has  these  qualities  aud  Seqillfl  n,  ate, 
whether  he  practice,  law  OT  not,  is  a  tWstela.s  law.ver;  and 
t,, .1 .....  Pnl       n,^ssed  thorn  all  in  an  eminent  dejrn  <r. 
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"He  did  not  pursue  the  profession  constantly.  Til  health, 
and  other  causes,  occasionally  led  him  to  abandon  it  temporal" 
ii'y;  and  when  in  practice,  he  seemed  to  shrink  from  litigated 
business,  choosing  rather  to  avoid  those  fierce  and  stormy  for- 
ensic contests  in  which  so  many  lawyers  delight,  and  wb<-r.  N 
many  laurels  are  won.  So  when  engaged  in  practice,  he  rather 
chose  the  branches  of  professional  business,  which,  while  they 
required  equal  ability  and  learning,  relieved  him  from  the  tur- 
moils, the  animosities,  the  enmities,  which  frequently  result 
from  litigation,  and  involve  attorneys  as  well  as  clients,  Thai 
he  could  have  taken  the  highest  honors  in  his  profession,  Done 
who  knew  him  will  doubt,  lie  did  not  seem  to  desire  thein.  Hii 
modesty,  his  want  of  self-appreciation,  was  excessive. 

"lie  acceptably  tilled  high  public  positions  in  the  Territory 
and  State,  and  was  admirably  qualified  for  usefulness  in  public 
life,  yet  he  could  seldom  be  induced  t<»  accept  any  prominent 
public  position.    After  the  resignation  of  Judge  Doolittle,  in 
1856,  ho  accepted  the  Executive  appointment  of  Judge  el  the 
first  circuit,  which  was  to  continue  only  a  few  ni<>nib^  but  be 
could  not  be  induced  to  become  a  candidate  for  election  t->  the 
same  position.     Knowing  bim  as  1  did.  1  believe  thai  the  prin- 
cipal reason  for  this,  was  his  distrust  of  bis  ability  kk  the  pbwv. 
And\et,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  there  Was  HO  man  in  tb.<  cir- 
cuit better  qualified  in  every  respect  for  that  position,  fan  WM 
Judge  Baker.    He  would  have  honored  and  adorned  the  bench 

by  his  learning,  bis  ability,  his  bluest  v.  bis  c.mtn.n.  bis  firm- 
ness, and  his  amiability  of  character,  as  he  did  ev,  ry  <>ih«  r  pub- 
lic position  in  which  be  was  place  d  during  In-  life, 

"Judge  Baker  was  a  man  of  enlarged  public  spirit.  Tin  mm- 
munity  in  which  he  lived  will  bear  alV.vt mnatr  tetti«Miq  ft  Mi 

long,  faithful,  and  earnest  efforts  in  their  hehntl  in  ewj  t  d 

work.  The  religious,  moral  and  material  ■lltffcttl  of  <h<  p-T^ 
among  whom  be  lived,  Were  always  m  ar  hii  h.  art,  Mid  tb,  DM 
motion  of  these  were  ever  tbe  mOSl  cbrri-dxd  objtOtl  oi  bis  Ufa, 

"His  high  character  for  personal  and  pmfeaaional  Integrity 

was  always  fully  ap,»recialed.  NTo  .nan  can  Irnthfulh  sin  of  |.im, 
tbat  he  ever  knowingly  failed  m,  fulfill  all  of  the  ..hligatimi'  of 
his  nmfossion.    He  lowl  [»•<*,  B€  loftd  jttrftot,         **  *■ 
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tiring  in  his  efforts  to  secure  the  one,  and  to  vindicate  the  other. 
Tee  knowledge  that  he  possessed  these  exalted  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart,  made  him  the  chosen,  trusted  adviser  and 
friend  of  hundreds  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

"But  his  ability  and  fidelity  as  a  lawyer,  and  his  value  Afl  I 
public  officer,  are  not  the  characteristics  of  Judge  Baker  which 
are  most  prominent  in  our  thoughts  to-day.  We  love  rather  to 
think  and  speak  of  his  purity  of  life,  his  kindness  and  benevo- 
lence of  heart,  his  amiable,  trusting  spirit,,  his  modesty,  his 
fidelity  to  duty.  These  were  the  exalted  qualities  which  made 
his  life  so  beautiful',  and  which  so  endeared  him  to  us  all. 

"Judge  Baker  was  remarkably  free  from  distrust  or  suspicion 
of  others.  It  was  hard  for  him  to  believe  that  all  were  not  as 
free  from  guile  or  deceit  as  he  himself  was.  This  charitable 
disposition  may  have  caused,  and  probably  did  sometimes  cause 
him,  to  bestow  his  confidence  where  it  would  have  been  wiser  to 
have  withheld  it.  Yet,  it  were  better  to  err  in  that,  than  in  the 
opposite  direction.  In  him  the  sorrowing  ever  found  a  kind  and 
sympathetic  friend,  and  the  needy,  a  cheerful  helper.  His  life 
abounded  in  kind  offices,  and  noble,  generous  actions.  Seldom 
is  it  our  good  fortune  to  know  a  man  whose  whole  lit*'  WW  10 
pure  and  spotless;  seldom  do  we  knew  one  for  whom  all  that 
knew  him  cherish  a  deeper  affection." 

His  wife  dying,  he  married,  July  1st,  1844,  Mi-  E  LU  H  It, 
who  survives  him.  By  his  first  marriage  he  reared  three  ions 
and  a  daughter,  all  of  whom  are  well  settled  in  Life,  and  moH 
worthy  members  of  society, 

After  having  lived  a  long  and  well  spout  life  of  unblemished 
integrity  and  unselfish  devotion  to  tbo  public  good, ..Charles  M. 
Baker,  one  of  the  purest  and  best  of  Christian  men,  sank  into 
his  grave, 

"Full  of  honors  and  full  Of  ftart.*1 
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Pioneer  History  of  Walworth 
County* 

By  Charles  M.  Baker 

Old  Fkiends — Permit  me  to  call  you  old  in  years  as  well  as 
in  associations,  for  a  whole  generation  of  men  have  been 
SAvept  from  the  earth  since  most  of  us  here  first  pitched  our 
tents  for  our  final  earthly  home.  One-third  of  a  century, 
almost,  have  we  held  intercourse — not  only  in  the  ordinary 
duties  of  life,  hut  also  in  those  pertaining  to  citizenship,  in 
organizing  and  sustaining  civil  Government.  We  have  to- 
gether shared  common  privations,  common  hopes  and  j 
and  it  is  meet  now,  in  the  autumn  of  our  lives,  that  we  should 
come  up,  as  we  have  this  day,  from  all  parts  of  our  goodly 
county,  to  look  again  upon  each  others'  faces,  and  take  etch 
other  by  the  hand,  and  here  together  from  this  Central  out- 
look,  review  the  last  thirty  years,  or  more,  as  they  DSOffe  pS*t 
in  solemn  march  with  all  their  pleasant,  all  their  sad  memo- 
ries. 

There  are  no  more  enduring  ties  than  those  formed  by  com- 
panion^ in  dangers,  hardships  and  privation-,  and  they  ale  H 
unselfish  as  enduring.    Travelers  who  have  together  erased 
arid  plains,  penetrated  gloomy  foresCs,  forded  titon  and 
mountains,  exposed  to  innumerable  dangers;  soldiers  who  haV« 

long  shared  the  same  tent,  endured  together  the  toils  oi  v. 

inarches,  have  stood  sentinel  in  the  Same  biYOUaO,  and  fought 

shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  same  buttles  bra  attachments  ( I 

enduring  as  life.     And  so  is  it  with  thCSJS  «Aq  SSfflfc**,  ll  * 

new  country,  have  taken  upon  them  tbe  burd.  n  ot"  Buhduhlg 
nature  to  the  uses  of  man,  and  planting  and  watering  the 
Seeds  of  human  society. 

Man,  as  wo  now  find  him -  by  nature,  or  neoe^itv  is  ft 
migratory  being,  and   it   would  seem   to  us  hnrdlv  i 


•  Addresa  delivered  before  Walworth  <v;.niy  01,1  s .-iiiorv  (|^;;J^vM:,Vni,"J 

5    lK(i')     Anneai-lnK  In  tln>  Wo/mor  /1  (Vimfv  1>uU  )■<  ti./.-f.  ..r 

Corrected  Copy  furnlnhoil  I  y  hi  in  to  n  •  w     ■      '   11  '  1 
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that  there  should  havre  been  a  dispersion  on  the  plain  of  Shi- 
nar  by  miraculous  intervention,  to  induce  emigration.  How- 
ever this  may  have  been,  we  would  rather  regard  the  miracle  oi 
the  confounding  of  language  at  Babel;  as  God's 
trate  man's  design  on  that  occasion,  which  aimed  to  thwart 
His  will  that  men  should  migrate;  that  they  should  be  scat- 
tered abroad  upon  the  face  of  all  tin.-  earth  to  lufcdue 
replenish  it,  and  that  those  speaking  tin-  same  language  ih  .1  i 
form  separate  communities  and  natures. 

The  main  currents  of  migration  of  the  race  known  to  lie, 
starting  from  Armenia,  or  the  plains  of  Central  Asia,  for  v.  • 
read  of  the  immediate  descendants  of  Noah  that  '"it  earn 
pass  as  they  journied  from  the  east/'  have  generally  been  wi  it- 
ward,  with  incidental  defections  north  and  south,  Off  0 
irruptions  of  the  north  on  the  south,  for  purposes  oi  conquest 
And  this  westward  tendency  of  the  race  has  been  BIOTB  eepe- 

cially  prominent  in  modern  times,  so  much  BO,  that  the  |  I 

has  truly  said,  "westward  the  star  of  empire  takes  it-  way." 
So  far  as  the  United  States  are  concerned,  it  aeejBa  as  if  they 
were  made  by  the  Great  Architect  expressly  with  the  riew 
of  inducing  this  westward   flow  of  migration.    Suppose  thfl 
soil  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  spread  cut  in  one  broad  plain, 
had  bordered  upon  the  Atlantic,  and  the  mountains  and  9t<  ril 
ity  of  New  England  and  the  Middle  States  bad  occupied  whil 
is  now  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  should  we  haw  had  thai 
race  of  hardy,  heroic  and  pure  men  wh>  fough(  il"'  battles  I  I 
the  Revolution,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  this  (iovernment  I 
And  how  few,  in  that  case,  would  then  From  thence  have  emi- 
grated here?    Suppose  the  mines  of  California  and  our  C.reat 
West  had    been  placed    in  the    Mi^i^ippi  YhIIvn,    wh-  ih.  n 
WOul'd  ever  from  thence  have  OTOeied  eur  $  cat  Am.  N  lean  dc- 
erts  and  the  Rocky  and  Nevada  nmuntaitH  tp  Ifttif  ih   Pi  il 
coast?     Il  would  seem  that  net  willful  de^un  bj    Hon.  w  h 

of  old  wrought  miracles  fpi  the  dispersion  of  the  m  thai  ih. 
Mississippi  Valley  was  spread  nut  a  thooaind  mUn  m 

the,  Atlantic,  and  the  treasures  of  eur  \Ve>1,  ru  Sum  s  weic  In  i 
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don  iii  and  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  more  than  another 
thousand  miles  toward  the  Pacific.  Those  marked  n  atures  of 
our  country  have  had  a  remarkable  and  controlling  influence 
in  causing  its  unparalleled  settlement  and  improvement 

We  have  said  that  man  is  a  migratory  being,  and  we  may 
add,  especially  the  American  type.    In  hopes  of  iinpro 
his  condition  and  those  dependent  on  him,  what  journeys  will 
he  not  undertake,  what  privations  will  he  not  endure.    Indee  L, 
I  have  sometimes  thought  the  Anglo-American  often  .-"'audit 
them  from  a  more  romantic  impulse,  or  as  a  source  of  pleasure, 
But  the  chief  inducements  to  most  of  mankind  to  emigrate, 
has  heen  to  better  their  physical  condition,  or  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  liberty.    The  l'atter,  thanks  to  our  forefathers,  we  in- 
herited from  them,  and  thanks  to  the  grand  army  of  the  Eti 
public,  under  God,  we  shall  continue  to  enjoy.  The 
most  of  us  came  to  this  country  to  seek;  ami  T  rejoice  with 
you,  my  friends,  to-day,  that  so  many  of  you  have  found  it. 

I  am  not  unmindful,  my  friends,  wc  have  met  to-day  foi 
other  purposes  than  to  listen  to  a  set  speech,  however  interest- 
ing the  topic.  We  have  come  tip  here  from  our  farms,  our 
work-shops,  our  counters  and  offices,  laying  aside  care,  to  have 
a  social  talk  over  the  olden  time — its  scenes,  its  incidents  fa 
miliar- to  us  all,  to  renew  old  friendships,  and  have  <mr 
ging  pulses  quickened  by  kind  greetings  from  friends,  per- 
chance, our  eyes  moistened  and  our  hearts  softened  hy  the 
remembrance  of  those  absent  ones,  who  though  they  braveljf 

entered  with  us  into  this  battle  <>f  life,  have  fallen  by  the  way, 
and  gone  to  their  rest. 

In  the  statements  I  shall  make  respecting  the  early  settle- 
ment of  this  county,  particularly  in  names  of  \\v<\  settlors,  and 
the  times  they  came  in,  there  is,  1  am  aware,  touch  impnf.v 
tion,  and  perhaps  SOinc  errors,  but  1  give  them  a-  1  have  n 
ceivod  them,  principally  from  old  residents  in  different  parts 
of  the  OOUnty,  to  whom  I  would  here  and  mow  .  \pr,  my  -I'll 
gal  ions  for  their  aid. 

r  have  not  attempted  to  give  the  names  of  all  the  fuM  set 
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tiers,  nor  the  precise  order  of  time  they  came  in,  becan 
was  impossible  in  the  short  period  allotted  me  fur  preparation, 
to  do  so. 

The  attention  of  the  people  of  the  United  State.,  war-  first 
drawn  to  this  portion  of  the  Union  by  the  Black  Hawk  War", 
the  principal  incidents  of  which  lay  within  the  present  limi 
this  State.    The  march  of  our  army  in  pursuit  of  tin;  Indi 
as  they  lied  north-west  to  the  Bad  A.\e  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
opened  up  to  our  citizen  soldiery,  the  fertility  and  beauties  of 
our  State,  which  soon  became  known  throughout  the  Union. 
The  eyes  of  emigrants  were  quickly  drawn  hither,  and  i 
rations  made,  and  the  attention  of  the  General  Government  was 
aroused,  so  that  they  authorized  tie  survey  of  the  southern 
portion  of  the  State,  and  on  the  20th  of  April,  1836,  Conj 
organized  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  from  the  State  of  Michi 
gan,  embracing  within  it,  not  only  it^  present  territory,  but 
also  the  present  States  of  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  parts  of  Ne- 
braska and  Dacotah. 

The  only  county  then  existing  in  this  part  of  Wisconsin  was 
Milwaukee.    From  that  county,  Racine,  embracing  Walworth, 
was  set  off  at  the  first,  or  Belmont  session  of  our  1 
Legislature,  begun  in  October,  1836.    Walworth  county  wai 
organized  out  of  Racine  county  ;it  the  second 
Legislature,   held  at  Burlington,   DOW  in  [owa,    in  January, 
1839,  and  was  named  f,.r  Chancellor  Reuben  11.  Walworth, 
of  New  York.    This  act  w;is  amended  in  December  next  to] 
lowing,  at  the  third  session  of  our  Legislature,  and  the  I 
that  was  held  at  Madison,  and  the  seal  of  justice  was  pernU 
nently  established  at  Elkhorn.    This  loOfttioi  of  the  scat  of 
justice  for  the  county  was  based,  as  1  understand  tt.  ujh.ii  a 
prior  vote  of  the  citizens  of  the  county  in  it^  favor.     T  also 
understand   that  the  quarter  section  upon    which  the  Court 
House  is  situated,  was  pre-empted,  or  solcctod  for  pre-emption, 
in  the  summer   of  L838,  iy   Christopher    Douglas,  William 
Bowman   and  Caleb  Miller,   Commissioners   appointed  under 
a  law  of  Congress  of  I8LM,  authorising  preemption*  of  the 
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public  lands  to  the  amount  of  a  quarter  section  for  county  seats 
of  justice.  This  quarter  section  was,  in  the  fall  of  1838,  ■ 
fine  oak  opening,  with  no  improvements  upon  it  whatever,  free 
from  undergrowth  except  tali  grass,  and  with  every  tree  un- 
touched by  the  axe.  So  it  appeared  to  the  speaker,  as  with 
Iiollis  Latham,  he  flushed  a  flock  of  prairie  hens  on  the  10th 
of  October,  1838,  near  the  centre  post  of  the  county. 

Walworth  and  Rock  counties  composed  one  election  district 
up  to  February  24th,  1845,  when  they  were  separated.  Col. 
Jas.  Maxwell,  then  of  Big  Foot  Prairie,  was  the  first  member  of 
the  Council  for  the  two  counties,  and  Gen.  Win.  ]>.  Sheldon, 
of  Janesvii'le,  the  first  member  of  the  House.  Othni  Ben  i 
ley,  of  Troy,  was  the  first  member  of  the  House  from  this 
county,  for  the  joint  district,  and  was  elected  in  the  Bummer 
or  fall  of  1838.*  The  first  member  of  the  Council  from  this 
county,  after  its  separation  from  Hock,  in  1845,  was,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken,  Jesse  C.  Mills.  And  the  first  members  of  the 
House  were  Caleb  Croswell,  Warner  Karl'  and  Gaylord 
Graves. 

The  first  land  sale  for  the  Milwaukee  land  district,  of  which 
this  county  formed  a  part,  was  appointed  for  November  16th, 
1838,  but  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  settlers,  who  d« 
longer -time  to  raise  funds  to  purchase,  it  was  postponed  until 
February,  1839,  when  it  took  place. 

As  near  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  WalworA  county 
was  surveyed  in  1835,  and  the  spring  erf  1886,  the  running  of 
the  section  lines  being  completed  at  the  latter  period  by  John 
Brink  and  John  Hodgson,  the  BUrveyOM  Wider  the  Goi 
ment  contractor,  one  Mttlett,  of  Detroit  The  fir 
of  county  officers  was  held  in  1838.  The  first  county  rfiMTl 
elected  and  appointed  were,  for  commissioners — "Renj.  Ball, 
Nathaniel  Bell  and  Wm.  Bowman.  They  organlied  the  board 
at  the  house  of  Daniel'  E.  Bradley,  Klkhorn,  on  the  7th  of 
January,  1839,  and  appointed  Volney  A.  MeOrueken,  (Mork. 
Gen.  S.  Walling  was  elected  SberifT.  r.eGnmd  Uoekwell. 
Register  of  Deeds,  and  he  was  also  appointed  Clerk  of  I  ho 


•  I was  n  elected  la  1 189  Md  18*0 
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District  Court.    Joseph  Griffin  was  appointed  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate, and  C.  M.  Baker  District  Attorney,  in  the  winter  of  1838 
and  1839.    Wra,  Hollinshead  was  elected  County  T, 
Edward  Norris,  Surveyor,  and  Hollis  Latham,  Coroner,  all  at 
the  first  election. 

The  first  District  Court  was  held  by  Hon.  David  Irvin, 
Judge,  in  April,  1839,  in  a  small  frame  building  erected  that 
spring  by  LeGrand  Rockwell  fur  a  register's  and  clerk's  of- 
fice. I  believe  it  is  still  in  existence,  though  removed  from  it* 
original'  site  near  the  northern  limit  of  the  public  square  IB 
Elkhorn.  The  courts  were  held  here  a  number  of  terms. 
They  were  next  held  for  some  time  in  a  small  frame  Bchool 
house  situated  near  the  western  boundary  of  tbe  public  square 
The  old  log  jail'  was  built  soon  after,  and  stood  an  unsightly 
monument  of  the  olden  time,  till  within  a  recent  period,  the 
terror  of  no  one,  except  perhaps,  unruly  boys.  The  pn 
court  house  was  built  in  1841-42  by  Levi  Lee,  the  contractor! 
and  the  first  term  of  court  held  in  it,  in  April,  Is  13. 

In  these  mementoes  of  the  early  history  of  our  county, 
Judge  Irvin,  our  first  United  States  District  Judge,  is  deserv- 
ing a  passing  notice.  He  was  a  Virginia  gentleman,  of  the 
old  school.  Social,  kind-hearted,  aristocratic,  as  becam<  1 
Virginian  of  the  F.  F's,  he  was  a  bachelor  with  his  whin  -  an  1 
peculiarities.  He  was  a  great  lover  of  hunting,  particularly  of 
prairie  hens,  in  the  shooting  of  which  be  W8 
in  which  he  prided  himself,  and  00  cue  must  1  seel  him  it  ho 
would  keep  in  his  good  grace  s.    He  was  also  learned  in  the 

knowledge  of  horses  and  dogs,  as  well  as  in  the  law.  and  hifl 
own  horse,  Pedro;  and  his  dog,  V..rk.  to  whom  ! 
attached,  and  whose  superior  blood  often  formed  \hv  theino  of 
his  conversation,  were  as  well  Known  to  I  ho  bar  as  tbo  -Tmlgv 
himself.  They  were  necessary  app.  ndap  -  of  iho  duduv  and 
the  court,  and  it  was  said  by  the  wags  if  one  Wanted  tO  win 
his  case  before  the  kludge,  be  must    praise  hi>  dog  and  hi* 

horse. 

But  of  truth  it  can  be  said  of  him,  la  was  a  lovor  of  juMiov, 
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detested  meanness,  was  well  grounded  in  the  principles  of  the 
jaw,  and   was  possessed   of  very   respectable  perceptive  and 
reasoning  powers.  He  seldom  consulted  law  books,  with  which 
the  bar  of  those  days  was  poorly  supplied,  but  on  the  whole, 
for  the  times,  was  a  fair  and  respectable  Judge.    He  suffered 
much  from  neuralgia  in  the  back,  and  on  that  account  had 
his  judicial  bench  constructed  in  the  form  of  a  i'ounge,  with 
one  end  raised,  into  which  were  fastened  iron  clamps  to 
tain  an  upright  board  slanting  back  a  little  against  which  he 
could  recline  whilst  trying  cases.      Permit  me  t<»  say  thai 
this  ancient  seat  of  justice  is  in  existence,  in  my  office,  con- 
fessed by  me  here  publicly,  to  be  the  property  of  the  county, 
and  I  think  they  could  do  no  more  worthy  act  than  to  donate  it 
to  our  Old  Settler's  Society  of  Walworth  county. 

I  will  now,  my  friends,  with  your  permission,  if  you  cau  en- 
dure the  dry  detail',  give  you  the  date  of  settlement  of  each 
town  in  the  county,  with  the  names  of  some  of  the  fin!  set- 
tlers, and  the  times  they  came  in,  in  consecutive  order  of 
ranges  and  towns,  beginning  with  Sharon.  And  1  would  1"  re 
say,  by  way  of  explanation,  that  the  statements  in  regard  to 
many  of  the  towns  are  very  meager,  not  from  lack  of  a  desire 

on  my  part  to  do  them  ample  justice,  but  because  the  reports 

sent  me  from  those  towns  were  so  defective.  To  emmm.nce 
then  with 

Sharon. — The  first  settler  in  this  town  was  John  Reader. 
Ho  came  in  1830  or  '37,  and  did  the  first  breaking  in  the  town. 
Soon  after,  and  between  that  time  and  IMI,  there  0*BM  into 
the  town,  among  others,  II  J.  Beat,  Geo,  Hunter,  11.  Smith 
Young,  Josiah  Topping,  I.  O'Connor,  Wm.  Van  Wonnet  ind 

others.  The  lands  in  Sharon  are  excellent,  which  invito,!  emi- 
gration, and  it  is  now  one  of  the  most  respoetaMc  and  wealthy 
farming  towns  in  the  county. 

Darien.— John  Bruce  settled  in  khc  town  oi  Di 
183%  and  was   probably   the  first  actual   settler.    John  I.ip 
pett  came   at  or  about  the   same   time.     Su1iih.ii    and    T.  T- 
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Thomas  had  a  log  house  built  on  their  claim  in  this  town,  in 
the  fall  of  1836,  but  did  not  move  into  it  until  June,  '37. 
Daniel  Salisbury  also  put  up  a  huii.se  for  L.  Jones  in  the  fall 
of  1836.  A.  D.  Thomas,  son  of  Salmon,  was  the  first  white 
child  bom  in  the  town.  In  1337  came  X.  Comstock,  Amdi 
Older,  Benjamin  Moore,  C.  C.  Oheesebro  and  BOOS,  and  Elijah 
Belden,  Loren  and  Lyman  Jones,  Hugh  Long,  Lyman 
J.  W.  Seaver  and  Esquire  Johnson  came  in  1837  and 

Richmond. — Morris  F.  Hawea  was  the  first  settler  in  this 
town,  and  came  August  1st,  1337.  He  claimed  and  Bottled  Ofl 
the  south  half  .of  section  one.  Like  most  of  the  early  settlers, 
he  came  in  his  own  wagons,  of  which  he  bad  three  and  fotti 
yoke  of  oxen.  The  "first  meal'  of  himself  and  family,  in  their 
new  home,  was  spread  on  a  board  laid  across  some  poles.  Theil 
family  carriage  was  a  wagon  boarded  up  four  and  a  half  feet 
above  the  box,  with  a  deck  roof.  Tn  this  they  journeyi  i  from 
Michigan,  himself,  wife  and  six  children,  and  it  was  their  only 
hotel  on  the  way.  They  traveled  at  the  rate  of  about  twenty 
miles  per  day.  They  found  a  track  as  far  a-  Genera, 
which  their  only  guide  was  an  Indian  trail  leading  i"  Fort 
Atkinson.  Their  covered  wagon  served  them  for  a  house,  till 
a  ruder  one — built  of  rough  logs,  covered  with  BhaVefl  fast- 
ened on  with  poles — was  erected,  and.  inn-  this  guiltless  ««t  a 
floor — they  removed  with  their  household  goods.  Such,  in 
brief,  is  an  outline  of  the  experiene  of  most  of  the  first  settlers 
of  this  county.  Soon  after  Mr.  1 1  awes.  and.  in  th« 
came  B.  and  0.  J.  Utter;  and  Ira  Sanborn,  Joseph  I 
Cyrenus  Wilcox  and  John  Teetshorn.  came  in  ah-uit  1838, 
and  Andrew  Whiney,  Joseph  and  dame.  Humphrej  and  Efolo 
moil  B|shop  in  L889. 

Whitewater.-  The  first  settler  ifl  White* 
el  Prince,  who  built  a  log  house  there  in  dun-.  IS. 17.  Win 
and  Lander  Birge  eamo  in  duly  of  the  same  year  and  built. 
Then  camo    Norman  and    Freeman  L.    Pratt.  n1.«o  IVn.^n 
Williams,   Chas.    Hamilton.    Dr.    Edward    Hrewor   and  Ku 


1872]  Early  Walworth  County 


fus  Clark.    Richard  Hoppin  and  Tbos.  Newton  came  III 
In  this  year  Dr.  Jas.  Tripp  built  the  grist  in i LI  in  Whitewater 
village,  on  the  claim  which  he  had  made  in  '37,  about  which 
time  ho  first  came  to  Troy,  but  afterwards  removed  to  White- 
Water.    Among  other  settlers  in  '39  were   Prosper  Cravath, 
A.  Kinney,  Dr.  Jos.  A.  Clarke,   Seth  M.   Billings,  A: 
Hackett,  Sidney  S.  Workman.  Dr.  Oliver  C.  Magoon,  and 
Warner  Earl,  attorney.    In   October,    1330,    the    tillage  of 
Whitewater  was  surveyed  into  thirty-five  .lots  by  I\  Cravath, 
which  important  event  was  celebrated  by  the  free  potation  of 
that  ancient  beverage,  of  Yankee  origin,  T  think  called,  '"black- 
strap," composed  of  whisky  and  molasses,     li  is  -aid  of  the 
surveyor,  upon  his  own  confession,  or  I  should   not  flan 
whisper  it  here,  that  the  line  of  his  tracks  bom,,  thai  night  TOM 
not  as  straight  as  the  lines  he  ran  that  day  by  lus  com] 
It  is  but  justice  to  this  leading  village  of  our  county  to  say, 
that  after  Dr.  Tripp's  death,   his  excellent   and  enterprising 
widow,  who,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  still  among  us,  caused  a 
re-survey  of  the  village  to  be  made  and  platted  mi  an  enlarged 
scale,  more  suited  to  its  promised  growth. 

And  here  let  me  remark  respecting  the  Bite  of  this  la 
and  most  thrifty  village  of  our  county,  thai  the  Bpeaker  -aw  i; 
in  its  native  beauty  ami  loveliness  one  brighl  October  morning 
in  the  year  '38,  before  a  tree  had  been  CUl  OH  it-  Bite,  or  a 
bridge  built  over  its  pure  si  ream,  the  outlet  of  it-  adjacent 
takes.  The  landscape  was  gently  undulating,  verdant  with 
tall  grass,  and  covered  with  a  grove  of  burr  oak-;,  resembling 
an  orchard  planted  by  nature.  Ii  was  a  most  lovely  BOeoe,  ami 
is  still  fresh  in  my  memory. 

To  digress  a  moment,  permit  me  to  say  that  here  1  first  en 
tered  Walworth  county  on  my  way  in  search  of  a  homo  from 
Janesvillo,  my  firs!  resting  place  in  the  Stale,  rid  .ToflVi  -m  an  1 
Fort  Atkinson,  to  the  county  sent  of  Walworth.  After  crowing 
the  bhlffs,  following  a  slight  trail.  1  came  down  upon  Heart 
Prairie,  and  on  through  Sugar  Creek  Prairie.  Mopping  for  the 
night  at  a  small  log  house  owned  by  one  Miller,  en  the  bank 
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of  that  pretty  sheet  of  water  called  Silver  Lake.    I  was  charge  ] 
with  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  beyond  the  power  of  word-:  to 
express.    And  the  old  settlers  will  hear  me  witness,  that  for 
beauty  and  variety  of  landscape,  for  lovely  prairies  alternated 
by  more  lovely  groves  and  openings,  for  clear  and  beautiful 
streams,  with  clearer  and  mure  beautiful  lakes,  frequent  and 
abounding  everywhere,  for  uniform  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  bo 
little  unproductive  for  general  adaptation  to  all  the  pursuits  of 
agriculture  and  production  of  crops  in  this  climate,  no  * 
county  in  the  State,  no  other  perhaps  in  the  Union,  surpfl 
that  of  Walworth  county  in  her  virgin  state 
But  I  must  pass  on  to 

Walworth.— This  town  was  first  settled  by  James  Van 
Slyke,  in  the  fall  of  I80G.  lie  settled  at  Montana,  at  the 
head  of  Geneva,  then  Big  Foot  lake.  The  Indian  chief  Big 
Foot's  band  of  Pottawatamies  were  then  living  at  that  place 
and  011  Williams'  Bay,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Lake*  They 
cultivated  some  corn,  and  the  hills  where  they  had  rftiflod  it 
were  still  visible  as  late  as  1840.  The  stump  of  Big  Foot'd 
flag  staff  is  still  in  existence,  on  an  eminence  near  the  In  ad  of 
the  lake.  These,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  living  at  Spring 
Prairie,  and  perhaps,  Troy,  were  the  only  Indians  in  the  county 
upon  its  first  settlement,  and  they  soon  after  removed!  but  fre- 
quently returned  in  small  companies  for  the  purpose  od  hunt- 
ing and  fishing,  chiefly  about  Gem  va  and  Duck  lakes,  for  lev- 
era!  years  afterwards,  A  deep  Indian  trail,  Ira. ling  from 
Williams'  Bay  across  Elkhom  and  Spring  prairiea  to  ICukwon 
ago,  was  for  many  years,  and  until  broken  by  the  plow,  visi- 
ble. Geneva  Lake  was  then  called  by  the  Freneh,  tiros  I'icJ. 
and  by  the  natives,  Maunk  Such',  both  term*  nmanini:  in  our 
language,  as  I  infer,  Big  Foot.  Whether  this  name  whs  uiven 
it  from  the  form  of  the  lake,  or  from  the  name  of  smile  Indian 
chief,  or  band  of  Indians,  is,  1  believe,  unknown  at  the  present 
day.  Certain  it  is,  however,  though  the  original  name  wa-  un- 
couth, the  lake,  is  in  my  estimation,  the  most  beautiful  flint 
of  water  in  the  Slate. 
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In  February,  1837,  Van  Slyke,  with  one  Disbrow,  went  to 
Squaw  Prairie,  Illinois,  after  some  hogs.  It  became  interne,  v 
cold,  so  that  they  had  to  leave  them  four  miles  from  home. 
It  was  with  much  difficulty  Disbrow  reached  it.  He  had  one 
foot  badly  frozen.  There  being  no  surgeon  near,  Mrs.  Van 
Slyke  amputated  his  toes  with  her  scissors.  All  the  hogs  but 
two  froze  to  death.  These,  it  is  supposed,  were  the  first 
swine  driven  into  the  county.  Sheep  were  not  introduced  till 
much  later,  precisely  when  I  have  not  learned,  but  not  till 
after  the  wolves,  for  whose  scalps  bounties  were  given,  were 
mostly  exterminated. 

In  the  spring  of  1837,  Van  Slyke  broke  100  acres  on  the 
prairie,  and  soon  after  Collins  Wadhams  broke  500  ACM 
there  for  five  individuals,  the  furrows  were  two  ami  one-half 
miles  long.  The  first  child  born  in  the  town  was  Olara  A. 
Bell,  July  8th,  1837.  The  first  death  was  a  child  of  A,  | 
Bailey  in  1837.  The  first  schooMiousc  was  built  in  1839, 
and  the  first  teacher  was  Mrs.  Williams,  wife  of  HoM 
Williams.  The  first  J'aw  suit  was  before  Israel  William-.  Jr.. 
in  December,  1838,  about  a  claim  matter;  attorney  Qea. 
John  Bullen,  Sen.,  Bullen's  Bridge,  and  0.  IL  Baker,  He 
first  marriage  was  Robert  Russell  to  a  daughter  of  farad 
Williams,  Sen.  First  post-office  was  established  in  L889,  Wm« 
Bel'l,  postmaster. 

In  the  winter  of  1837  and  1838,  some  families  in  the  town, 
it  is  said,  had  to  sift  the  buckwheat  bran  the  third  time  for 
something  to  keep  from  starving.  Your  speaker  fared  nmfc 
better  there  a  year  or  two  later,  when  he  maoY  a  vei 
meal  on  potatoes  and  milk,  and  nothing  more.  Th  I  0  was 
faring  better  than  did  my  worthy  friend,  the  President  of  ymir 
Society,  who  once  upon  an  occasion,  as  lie  informed  mo.  pot 

only  the  potatoes,  minus  the  mill*  or  ev<  d  alt 

Among  the  early  settlors  of  WaKvmlb.  eauie  durinp 

the  years  1837,  1838  and  183$,  were  William  Bell,  Cyrus 
Church,  Israel  Williams,  Sen.,  and  sens.  Jneob  (5.  Saun- 
dors,  Marcus  and   Robert   RttSeell,   I-   0,   rimivh.  Thomas 
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Godfrey,  who  built  the  first  house  on  the  prairie,  John  Ree  i  -r. 
James  Maxwell  and  James  A.,  his  son,  Jonathan  Ward,  Ira 
Starr,  Amos  Bailey,  Dr.  Henry  Clarke,  Dr.  Wood,  P.  W. 
Lake  and  sons,  Christopher  Douglass  and  sons,  and  his  son-in- 
law,  Mr.  Sheldon,  now  of  Lake  Superior.  Among  thern  were 
some  of  the  prominent  men  of  our  county. 

Delavan.— So  named  fi  'oin  E.  C.  Delavan,  the  early  and 
steadfast  friend  of  the  temperance  cause,  was  first  settled,  or 
portions  of  it  claimed,  in  1830,  by  the  Phoenix  brothers,  Henry 
and  Samuel  P.,  Luke  Taylor,  Allen  Perkins  and  Win. 
Phoenix  also  came  in  '36;  and  the  latter  in  the  fall  of  thai 
year,  built  a  log  house  on  the  north  or  right  bank  of  the  Tunlo. 

The  Phoenixes  claimed  all  the  land  bordering  on  the  Dela- 
van water  power,  or  afterwards  secured  it  at  land  sale.  B 
took  the  village  and  adjacent  lands  for  his  portion,  and  Samuel 
the  splendid  farm  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  lake,  and 
recently  owned  by  the  Maibies.  When  I  visited  the  pn 
site  of  the  Wllage  in  Oct.,  '33,  there  was  then  there  onlj  I 
log  store  and  a  small  log  house. 

From  these  small  beginnings  has  grown  our  beautiful  and 
enterprising  sister  village,  which  now  ranks  as  second  only  I  i 
any  village  in  the  county. 

Soon  after  the  above  named  settlers,  came  Cjrua  and  Kdwin 
Brainard,  and  their  father,   Henry    Barlow  and   S.   S.  Bar- 
low,* Wm.  Hollinshead,  Isaac   Burson,  Charles  Bailej 
others. 

IT.  and  S.  F.  Phoenix  were  warm  and  active  temperance 
men,  and  were  among  the  earliest  who  i  ogaged  in  th 
ance  movement  in  this  county.  They,  1  have  luen  informal, 
attempted  to  exclude  the  sale  of  all  int.»xieatintf  drinks  from 
the  village,  by  inserting  in  every  deed  conveying  u  lot,  a  riau.-<e 
to  that  effect.  Put.  King  Alcohol  U  not  so  easily  circumvented, 
as  wo  all  know,  and  ho  soon  onlored  with  banners  flying,  and 
if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  they  are  fly  inn  there  still.     A  a 

•  ludKe  Barlow  pat  «  itu4«al  it  fan  u«4w  ludft  Btktr,      n  i-., ,  „.  ^jj  m 

noy  (Jen. tmI  of  the  SUU 
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an  offset  to  this,  I  would  say  that  the  first  sermon  delivered  in 
the  county  was  preached  at  the  house  of  Allen  Perkins  in 
Delavan,  on  the  evening  of  October  7th,  183G,  by  Eldei  Ben- 
jamin Pearce,  from  the  text,  "What  lack  I  yet?"  Matthew 
xix,  20th. 

In  February,  1852,  Ebenezer  Cheesebro  had  a  small  pri- 
vate school  for  deaf  mutes  at  his  own  house  in  Darien,  he 
having  a  daughter  thus  afflicted  whom  he  wished  to  educate. 
At  his  request,  the  speaker  drew  up  for  him  a  petition  to  the 
Legislature,  then  in  session,  for  a  law  founding  an  Institute  for 
the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  at  or  near  the  village  oi 
Delavan.  Mr.  Cheesebro  procured  signatures  to  this  petition, 
and  was  active  in  obtaining  the  passage  of  the  act  for  thai  p  it* 
pose,  which  became  a  law  in  April  following.  TETa  was  the 
origin  of  the  movement  which  resulted  in  founding  that  insti- 
tution, so  creditable  to  the  State,  and  whose  buildings  ire  BO 
ornamental  to  the  beautiful  locality  they  adorn. 

Sugar  Creek. — The  first  settlement  in  this  town  was  nude 
in  183(3  or  '37.    In  the  latter  year  and  the  next,  the  following 
named  persons  came  into  that  town:    A -a  I il< ><.<],  1  >.  S.  El 
ting,  Wm.  Bowman,    Jeduthan  Spooner,    Oalefa    Miller,  the 
Messrs.  Loomers,  Joseph  Barker  and  sons,  Oapt  Kendall,  I*.  I 
Harrington,-  Freeborn  Welch,  Wm.   McDougalb  and 
others,  among  whom  was  the  speaker,  who  resided  there  ..i  ai 
two  months  in  the  fall"  of  '3S,  after  his  first  entrance  into  the 
county. 

I  am  informed  that  one  Davis  built  a  log  DOOM  OH  the  b  od. 
of  Silver  Lake  in  this  town  in  L886,  which  W#J  the  Only  h 
on  Sugar  Creek  prairie  in  June,  '87.  It  WtJ  then  OOOtpfc  d  by 
Asa  Blood.  My  informant  says  la-  dined  then-  <>n  a  cvrtmn 
occasion,  his  bill  of  fare  running  thus:  "foiled  Ivan-.  n\u\ 
beans  only,  minus  salt." 

In  '39  or  >40  came  Julius  Edwards  and  sens,  IWt.  Hnr 
man  Gray,  M».  Tibbelts,  and  many  oUm 

LaGrange-    was  so  called  from  the  native  | 
LaFayette.    The  earliest  settlements  in  this  town  won'  nmdo 
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in  1837  by  Volney  A.  MeCracken,  Caleb  Harris,  G 
Estcrly,  Jas.  and  Nathan  Holden,  True  and  Moses  Rand,  the 
fioughtons,  Elijah  Worthington,  Marshall  Newell,  0.  O. 
Ewings,  the  Messrs.  Cornish,  the  Bigelows,  Mr.  Xi  black  and 
Mr.  Burt.  Many  others  came  in  the  next  two  years,  v.. 
names  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  nor  have  J  been  (avored 
with  any  intelligence  respecting  early  events  connected  with 
the  settlement  of  this  town. 

Linn — This  town  was  named  for  Senator  Linn,  of  Missou- 
ri, a  patriotic  statesman.  John  Powers  put  np  the  first  Log 
house  in  1830,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Manning  farm, 
on  section  one.  He  moved  into  it  early  the  nexl  year.  Benj. 
Ball  and  his  son,  Benj.  M.,  came  in  April,  '37;  Messrs.  In- 
land and  McBride  in  June,  same  year;  Jos.  E.  Huwc  in 
spring  of '38;  Win.  Lanfear  in  January,  '3s  :  and  William  K. 
May  and  James  Nelson  in  '37.  Darwin  R.  May,  SOB  of 
Wm.  K.,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Linn,  unl<  S9  the 
palm  is  contested  by  Mrs.  J.  0.  Stoker,  daughter  of  A.  M<- 
Bride,  who  was  born  in  this  town,  August  1N-17. 

Geneva — Originally  called  Big  Foot,  was  so  named  from 
Geneva,  ST.  Y.,  which  doubti'es9  was  so  ealled  from  its  older 
namesake  in  Switzerland — all  three  of  which  are  limilarlj 

uated  upon  the  outlet  of  lakes  of  the  same  name. 

The  surveyors  of  the  public  lands  first  marked  by  initials 

the  present  silo  of  Geneva  village  as  their  claim. 

In  February,  1886,  Christopher  Payne,  an  old  frontiers- 
man, born  in  one  of  the  interior  counties  of  Pennayivaa 

who  had  always  kepi  in  advance  of  law  ami  physic,  a  fierce 

Indian  baler,  having  los1  b  brother,  murdered  by  tbeaa,  mi 

who  always  made  his  cross  with  a  dot  to  it.  hcnrinir  of  this 

pTaee  from  an  Indian  trader,  oame  there  from  Squaw  Preiria, 

on  the  Kishwaukee.  Illinois,  where  he  then  r<  He 
norant  of  the  priof  claim  of  the  surveyors,  no  slightly  iinlicjit.vl. 
cut  down  trees,  pHe9  brush,  and  laid  np  the  body  .  \  a  i • 
cabin.    TTo  ihen  eul  down  a  lar^v  black  walnut  Inc.  made 
it,  a  canoe,  and  in  it  (bated  d«>wn  the  mitht  PQ  Pol  ri\«  r,  ami 
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down  that  stream  to  the  Big  Woods  in  Illinois.  Soon  a  to  r, 
the  surveyors  returned  and  hurried  up  Payne's  improvements, 
and  when  he  returned  the  last  of  April,  he  found  them  in  full 
possession.  They  drove  him  away.  He  then  went  to  the 
Kishwaukeo  and  brought  up  seven  men.  They  had  a  fight  ' 
with  the  surveyors -party,  and  were  driven  off  by  them,  badly 
bruised  and  wounded. 

Previous  to  this,  and  after  his  first  visit.  Payne  bad  been  to 
Chicago  and  hired  Robert  W.  Warren  to  come  and  huiid  a 
saw-mill  for  him.  lie  also  had  agreed  with  James  and  Phillip 
Maxwell,  Andrew  Ferguson  and  Lewis  P>.  Goodsell,  all  of 
Chicago,  and  Geo.  L.  Campbell,  of  Oooperstown,  X.  Y.. 
take  an  interest  with  him  in  the  claim.  In  pursuance  of  this 
contract  with  Payne,  Warren  went  up  by  the  Tndian,  or  army 
trail  as  far  as  Big  Foot  Prairie  mi  his  way  to  Geneva,  and  there 
he  met  Payne  and  party  just  after  their  defeat  and  ejectment 
by  the  surveyors.  They  all  returned  home,  but  BOOU  came 
back  to  the  encounter  again.  Payne  and  Warren  wet&  un- 
accompanied by  G.  S.  Warren,  A.  FergUSOU  and  a  Mr.  Thrall, 
and  also  a  man  they  met  on  the  way,  who  joined  them.  TMl 
was  in  June,  '3G<  They  found  the  surveyors  had  built  two 
log  houses  on  the  north  side;,  and  James  Van  Slyke  one  OB  the 
south  side  of  the  outlet.  They  had  a  parley  with  the  IUI 
veyors,  but  could  make  no  arrangements  with  them.  They 
would  not  quit,  sell,  or  divide,  and  the  Payne  and  Warren 
party  not  feeling  strong  enough  t<>  atta.-k  them,  again  returned 

homo,  resolved,  however,  not  to  abandon  the  contest  till  they 
had  recovered  the  claim. 

Ferguson  raised  some  men  in  Chicago,  the  Wnnvns  some 
in  Pleasant  Grove,  Illinois,  where  they  re<ided.  nnd  Pavtu 
some  more  on  the  Kishwaukee.  lake  the  warri-r-  of  \\w  tliad. 
they  were  a  mixed  multitude  from  many  land*.  The\  eamo 
on  about,  thirty  strong,  all  armed  men.  with  nil  -.  pittoU,  h  I 
guns  and  bowio  knives.  The  two  Warren-  brought  tktif 
families  and  household  goods  in  wapnn*.  drawn  by  sin- on  or 
eight  ox  and  horse  h  ams  whieh  gave  t->  OUT  HtU«  :nmv  lli 
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pomp  and  circumstance  of  war.  They  encamped  on  the  south 
side  of  the  outlet  over  against  the  surveyors.  They  sent  a 
message  to  them  to  come  over  and  have  a  talk.  The  survey- 
ors' party  all  came  over,  fully  armed,  and  finding  themselves 
greatly  outnumbered,  like  wise  men,  they  finally  agreed  to  take 
two  thousand  dollars  for  their  interest  in  the  claim,  which  WBi 
paid  them  in  barter  and  cash,  and  they  left.  This,  in  brief,  is 
a  history  of  the  first  settlement  of  Geneva.  But  time  would 
fail  me  to  tell  of  all  the  incidents  of  the  struggle.  How  they 
fought,  and  how  they  warred,  and  what  mighty  acts  were  done; 
how  Payne  offered  to  fight  a  duel  with  one  of  the  Burvi 
to  decide  the  controversy;  are  they  not  all  written  in  the  DO  k 
of  the  chronicles  of  Geneva  by  James,  whose  surname  Lfl  Sim- 
mons, the  scribe  \ 

Geneva  Van.  Slyke,  the  first  white  child  bum  in  the  town, 
and  probably  in  the  county,  was  hern  here  in  .Inly.  L836,  an  I 
was  so  named  from  the  town.  Her  mother,  wife  of  Jamas 
Van  Slyke,  was  at  the  time  the  only  woman  in  the  1  la©  . 
and  she  gave  birth  to  her  child  in  the  absence  of  her  husband, 
without  physician  or  midwife,  and  with  only  a  tad  fifteen 
years  old,  son  of  our  hero,  Payne,  as  an  assistant.  Two  ladies, 
one  the  wife  of  Doctor  Hemminway.  soon  after  arrived  from 
Spring  Prairie,  where  they  bad  been  sent  for. 

The  first  sawmill  was  built  by  R.  W.  Warm.,  in  1SW, 
and  the  race  dug.  The  iirst  grist-mill  v  in 
by  C.  M.  Goodsell.  These  were  the  first  mills  built  in  the 
county,  or  indeed  in  any  part  of  the  country  for  a  long  dis- 
tance. The  first  port-office  was  established  in  1888,  A.  Fer- 
guson, postmaster.  Before  this  the  nearest  post-oftico  was  at 
Chicago,  or  some  other  point  on  Lake  Michigan.  At  firnt  the 
mail  was  brought  once  a  week  on  hortebftok  from  Spring  Prai- 
rie, by  Solomon  Harvey.  The  frame  of  the  tirst  s< m-1  house 
was  erected  in  1888,  ami  it  was  completed  in  the  spring  of 
1839.  The  first  teacher  was  Miss  Brewster,  daughter  of  1W 
dat  Brewster,  and  the  first  male  teacher.  John  Stacy. 

The  first   Temperance  Society   was   formed   at    my  houso, 
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with  fifty  members,  Dec.  25,  '39.  Rev.  Lemuel  Hall  was 
Chairman;  Benj.  Ball  was  elected  President;  John  Chapin, 
Vice-President,  and  C.  M.  Baker,  Secretary.  C.  M.  Gfoodsell, 
Morris  Ross  and  Wm.  K.  May  were  Executive  Committee.  On 
the  21st  of  that  month  the  Secretary  made  a  report  to  S.  A. 
Dwinnell,  Secretary  of  the  County  Temperance  society,  of  the 
organization  and  number  of  members. 

In  1840,  a  distillery  was  built  in  Geneva.    C.  M.  QoodseU 
was  then  running  the  grist-mill.    He  refused  to  grind  the  dis- 
tillers' grain,  and  they  sued  him  under  the  law  requiring 
to  grind  grain  in  turn  as  brought.    In  the  first  Buil  brought 
before  Esq.  Latham,  they  were  non-suited  fur  not  appeal  inLr 
in  time.    In  the  race  to  reach  the  place  of  trial,  th< 
one  of  their  wagon  wheels  by  the  1  inch-pin  jumping  out.  Thit 
so  delayed  them  and  their  witnesses,  that  Goodsell's  attor- 
ney, who  had  no  witnesses,  reached  the  place  of  trial  finl  and 
obtained  a  nonsuit.    It  seemed  at  the  time,  on  a  small  scale, 
like  the  confounding  of  the  Egyptians  in  the  Hid  Sea,  In 
a  second  suit,  before  Judge  Douglass,  a  trial  \v;is  bed,  and 
they  recovered  judgment,  which  was  appealed  to  the  District 
Court.     In  the  meantime,  the  Legislature  being  in  Nation, 
Goodsell  went  to  Madison  and  got  passed  an  act.  approved 
February  5,  J41,  by  which  millers  were  exempted  from  grind 
ing  for  distillation,  and  this  law  is  in  existence  to  the  pres- 
ent day. 

The  first  couple  married  were  Charles  Noyes  and  Mary 
Warren,  in  December,  1830,  probably  the  first  marriage  in 
the  county.  For  want  of  any  one  in  the  county  competent  t«> 
tie  the  knot  they  had  to  go  to  Milwaukee  U)  hftfl  thfl  -  <  NO  •  i| 
performed.  To  this  event  we  arc  indebted,  under  Trovidonoo, 
for  the  existence  of  our  present  patriotic  and  worthy  Krister 

of  Deeds,  Charles  NToyee,  Esq. 

The  first  church  organized  was  the  Presbyterian,  in  the 
spring  of  1839,  Rev.  L.  Hail,  pastor.  The  Raptisl  church 
was  organized  in  the  fall  followin.tr.  and  the  Rev.  IV  W.  l  ake 
was  their  first  preacher.     The  first  death  was  that  of  .mo  (>« 

30 
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ser.  an  old  bruiser,  who  was  buried  on  a  knoll  cant  of  the  vil- 
lage, the  single  occupant  of  a  solitary  graveyard. 

In  the  fall  of  1SS8,  R»  II.  iMallorv  and  0.  L  Oatman  drove 
up  from  Illinois,  where  they  had  previously  resided,  a  large 
number  of  hogs  of  the  "shad-bellied,"  "third  row"  breed.  Thee 
ran  at  large  in  Geneva  woods  and  fattened  as  much  a;-  they 
could  on  acorns.  They  were  shot  down  like  deer  a-  they  ran, 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants.  It  traa  tbin  pork,  1  it 
much  better  than  none,  though  we  had  t<>  pay  six  eents  a  j 
for  salt  with  which  to  preserve,  it,  and  BOOie  <. >  1  lU  bad  t"  i»  w 
out  white  oak  troughs  for  pork  barrels. 

Among  those  who  came  in  lSliG,  besides  those  already  named, 
were  Thos.  McKaig,  1>.  0.  Gill,  Thos.  Horey,  Ohm  N 
Lucian  Wright,  Samuel  Koss,  H.  T.  Ostrand.r.  A.  Curtia,  1  >;n- 
can  Campbell  and  Samuel  Britton.    In  among  Others, 

came  Anson  Turner,  Logan  MeRoss,  Dr.  ( ).  Tiffany  and  A. 

D.  Colton.    In  1838  came  0.  M.  Goodsell,  Joseph  (iritim. 
Rev.  Lemuel  Hall,  Dr.  James  McNish,  C.  M.  linker,  Tb-. 
W,  Hill,  and  some  others,  among  whom  was  <>no  Otapoma, 
who  was  soon  after  killed  by  falling  from  hi-  bo«ae  v.i,  1 
work  on  it.    In  1830-40,  came  aha  Caprons,  Q  K.  Mnrill, 

E.  Estabrook,  and  many  others. 

Before  passing  from  Geneva,  allow  me  to  relate  mir  amv- 
doto  characteristic  of  our  original  and  historic  friend,  Payne. 
S'oon  after  the  conquest  of  Geneva  m  narrated,  ha  sold  out  hu 
interest  there,  and  made  claim  to  the  Wafer  power  at  tfcfl  tool 
of  Duck  Lake.     One    Garter  made    a  claim  jual   belt*,  ai 
another  water  power  on  the  same  stream.     Bttl  &0*  *M  B* 
fall  and  scoj)e  onouuh  for  both.     T„    gta    Dart*  l*mci«nl 
head  for  a  power,  he  DM*  nr,,^anlv  d^tn.v  P,.y,i..V  H< 
a  feud.     In  early  winter,  during  a  snow  storm,  tb.  snow  Win- 
about   a  foot   deep,  Oarfef  having  enneeived   tW  diabolic*] 
1)lan  of  burning  out  his  rival,  [Kit  it  in  axecnUo«  U  I 
gre  ,0  I>avneV  shan.v  in  hU  abjure,  by  whirl,  il  * 

Consumed  and  his  tool,  burned  up.  This  ,„e.-,d  l>avne.  and 
suspecting  tbe  perpetrate  of  tW  *N*j  b   M  Hi  M 
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tracked  him  through  the  snow  to  his  house.    "He  >t  at 

home,  had  gone  to  the  lake,"  so  his  wife  said.  They  retired, 
but  lay  in  wait  watching,  and  soon  Garter  made  hie  ap- 
pearance outside  his  domicil.  They  seized  him,  took  hi  in  up 
to  Payne's  place  at  Duck  Lake,  and  tried  to  get  him  to 
fess.  This  he  refused,  when  they  cut  a  hole  through  the  ice 
and  clucked  him  in  head  and  heels,  all  over,  twice.  A-  they 
were  about  to  put  him  under  the  ice  a  third  time,  Cartel 
owned  up,  and  plead  for  dear  life.  Payne,  magnanimous  as 
he  was  fierce  and  heroic,  finally  pardoned  him  on  condition 
that  he  would  "vamose  the  ranch."  Carter  left  and  aever 
again  returned,  nor  is  it  known  where  he  went,  or  where  he  ifl, 
nor  if  dead  where  his  hones  lie,  to  this  day. 

La  Fayette. — This  town  was  named  for  that  early  ami 
steadfast  friend  of  America,  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette.  The 
first  settlement  in  this  town  was  made  in  '36.  S.  A.  Dwin- 
nell,  Xathaniel  Bell,  Dr.  J.  C.  Mills,  Chas.  Perrin  and  B  ; 
crick  Merrick  came  there  in  that  year,  hut  did  n«»t  bring 
on  their  families  till  the  next.  In  '37  came  Riley  Earring 
ton,  Duer  Smith,  Elias  Hicks,  Alex.  Wilson,  E,  ( '.  SingletefffJ, 
J.  P.  West,  Isaac  Fuller,  Alpheus  Johnson,  A.  H. 
Fhipps  and  Daniel  Hartwell,  E.  EL  Sterling,  the  Sarkneeeea, 

the  Whitmores,  a  Mr.  Hamlin,  and  many  Others  in  thai  and 
the  next  years.    The  Wylies  and  Others  too  nun* 
lion  came  soon  after. 

The  first  marriage  in  this  town,  which  has  come  to  my 
knowledge,  was  that  of  A.  Bunnell,  in  the  fall  el  to  I 

daughter  of  Oapt.  Chas.  Dyer,  K.v.  I,  Hall  olhYiatiiur  as 
clergyman.  The  bridogWXMn  on  (hat  occasion  hired  oi  Col.  H. 
Phoenix,  of  Delavan,  his  buggy,  said  to  he  the  only  on,-  then 
in  the  county.  After  returning  it,  nn  his  way  heme  on  hoix- 
hack,  the  groom,  after  pas>ing  Beq.  l.athan.V  ifa*  dark.  loM 
his  way  and  rode  many  mile-.  A  fin-  a  while  ho  discovorcd  a 
light  at  a  house  where  he  went  in  t.»  iiupiiiv  the  was.  ami  he- 
hold  it  was  E§q.  Latham's  again.  Wheih.  r  (hi  BfMe  pn,.  1 
in  lonely  solitmle  tliat  tight,  the  word  saitli  nut.     Rnl  the 


460  Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [toI.  vi 


mishap  of  getting  lost  at  night  was  not  an  uncommon  thing 
in  those  early  days. 

Troy — was  one  of  the  earliest,  if  not  the  first  town  settled, 
or  in  which  claims  were  made  in  the  county.    .Te.-^e  Meacnam 
and  Adolphns  Spoor  selected  claims  there  in  the  fall  of  '35, 
and  moved  on  to  them  in  May,  '36.     Soon  after,  and  in  the 
same  year,  came  Othni  Beardsley,  his  brother  Alexander,  and 
a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Roberts,  also  Q 
and  brothers.    Othni    Beardsley    commenced    plowing  May 
lGth,  '30.    This  was  probably  the  second  plowing  done  in 
the  county,  Palmer  Gardner  having  done  the  first  in  Spring 
Prairie.    During  the  summer  of  '37,  Dea,  (>     _  Hibl 
Elias  Hibbard  and  Dea.  Augustus  Smith,  all  from  Hi 
Mass.,  came  in.    Hence,  I  suppose,  the  large  fields  of  broom 
corn  for  which  Troy  was  early  noted.    Also  in  the  same  year 
came  Mr.  Perry,  father  of  John  A.  Perry,  with  hi-  BOH  Alb. in. 
Many  others  settled  there  about  the  same  time,  wh  -    (Ml  • 
I  have  not  been  able  to  procure.    It  is  related  among  the  tat 
cidents  of  this  town  that  .Major  Meacham,  ami  a   man  by 
the  man  of  Bigelow,  got  into  a  controversy  about  a  olaiii 
as  there  were  no  courts  or  lawyers  in  the  county,  they  resort.  1 
to  the  ancient  usage  of  trial  by  wager  of  battle,  in  a  single  «  -i  - 
bat,  to  xlecide  the  right.    Being  men  of  about  equal  wnpht, 
200  pounds,  or  upwards,  and  very  mu>eular,  the  content  \va< 
long  and  severe.    But  finally  the  Major  threw  his  antagonist, 
and  sat  on  him  till  he  gave  in  In  his  terms. 

The  mill  site  in  this  town  was  early  improve!  by  the  .ra- 
tion of  a  grist-mill,  and  the  dam  constructed  ro  create  th*  wa«  I 

power  by  flowing  back  upon  the  extensive  marshes,  has  caused 
considerable  litigal  ion. 

Bloomfield.- -The  firBl  Bettler  in  this  town  ww  Htrrj 
Kimball,  who  tmule  I  claim  in  the  fall  of  ls:W,  and  built  a 
log  house  in  the  Spring  of  18*7,  when  be  was  bin 
son  Oramel.  Tn  the  summer  of  that  year  came  Win.  K  M  ay, 
Harry  Tupper  and  lUareus  Mondv.  Tn  1838  6*M  l.w 
and  John  Moody,  Dan  Rowo,  Pea.  .lidin  Chapin,  and  Win. 
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D.  Chapin,  his  son.  Thos.  Kuttenber,  Thos.  Buckland,  T. 
H.  Fellows,  Jonathan  Ward,  and  P.  K.  and  C.  E.  Van  Veizer 
camo  in  IS 39,  and  many  others. 

The  first  sawmill  was  built  in  1845-40,  and  the  first  grist- 
mill in  1S49-50,  both  by  James  F.  Dickinson,  who  Laid  out 
and  platted  the  village  of  Genoa.  One  of  the  early  incidents 
of  this  town  was  the  tearing  down  of  a  frame  house,  built  by 
a  squatter  on  the  school  section,  by  a  mob,  for  which  they  were 
indicted  and  fined. 

Lyons. — This  town  was  formerly  called  Hudson.  Allen 
Perkins  was  the  first  settler,  and  he  came  in  183G  or  L837, 
Thomas  and  Win.  F.  Lyon  came  in  1837,  and  claimed  the  mill 
site  where  the  flouring  mill  and  old  village  stand. 

In  1837  or  1S3S,  Booth  B.  Davis  settled  near  the  present 
village  of  Springfield,  and  in  the  winter  of  1839  and  1840  waa 
so  unfortunate  as  to  get  lost  on  the  .prairies  near  Madison 
whilst  taking  a  load  of  provisions  to  Portage,  and  exposed  to 
the  weather  during  a  cold  winter  night,  and  as  a  consequence 
lost  his  lower  limbs,  which  had  to  be  amputated  below  t  ho 
knee.  But  like  a  resolute  and  brave  man  as  be  is,  W 
find  him  on  his  feet. 

In  1838  or  1839,  Peter  and  Daniel  Campbell,  E.  Dayton, 
Dr.  John  Stacy,  Thos.  Fowlston,  Michael  Parle/,  and  RttSSell 
Wait,  moved  into  the  north  part  of  the  town,  [nto  the  SOtttb 
part  came  in  1837,  John  and  dames  Brown,  Tbos,  Dell 
and  John  and  Charles  Dalton,  Mr,  Beeaey  and  bia  ton  Philip; 
and  in  1838,  James  and  Henry  Ourran,  Richard  Pagan  and 
others.  Soon  after  came  Thus.  Peters,  James  Kelly,  Patrick 
Powers,  Sebastian  Sherman,  and  others  of  out  [riah  and  Gei 
man  citizens. 

Among  the  early  civil  sails  tried  in  this  comity  was  one  un- 
der the  mill  dam  act,  concerning  two  rival  water  powers  on 
White  river  or  Geneva  outlet,  Christopher  ll<witt  owning 
the  upper  and  Thomas  and  William  F.  Lyon  the  lower  one. 
The  result  was  that  (be  latter,  at  the  village,  swallows!  up  the 
one  above.     Among  the  earliest  suits  for  trespass  in  the.  iHs 
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trict  court  was  one  which  arose  from  the  burning  of  a  rail 
fence  built  across  a  road  running  east  from  what  was  then 
called  Daytonvii'le,  which  was  a  rival  to  one  running  from  Ly- 
onsdale,  as  then  called,  to  Burlington.  This  caused  a  fierce 
feud  between  the  two  rival  villages  for  many  years. 

Among  other  early  emigrants  to  this  town,  not 
named,  were  Z.  B.  Burke,  J.  S.  Spoor,  several  of  the  Hands, 
and  Isaac  Lyon,  the  father  of  William  P.  Lyon,  our  pT 
worthy  Circuit  Judge,  who  is  an  honor  to  the  town  as  he  ifl  an 
ornament  to  the  bar  and  bench. 

In  this  connection,  by  way  of  episode  and  for  benefit  of  the 
bar,  I  would  say  that  the  first  criminal  trial  in  the  COUBty 
took  place  at  Geneva,  in  December,  '38,  One  Hull  and  his 
brother  from  Fox  river  came  to  mill  there.  A  fal  OS  belong- 
ing to  P.  K.  Van  Velzer,  ami  chained  to  a  tr 
cupidity,  and  on  their  way  home  that  night,  not  regarding  the 
eighth  commandment,  nor  having  the  terror  of  the  Michigan 
laws,  then  in  force  here,  before  their  eyes,  they  stole  it,  killed 
it  in  the  woods  and  packed  it  under  their  meal  bags.  The  cit 
izens  of  Geneva,  indignant  at  this  bold  invasion  of  their  terri- 
tory and  rights,  raised  a  pnr>e  and  employed  your  speaker  to 
prosecute  the  thieves.  The  elder  and  principal  .-m-  \va- 
arrested  under  a  warrant  from  'Squire  NfcKaig,  was  6X1  ■ 
ined  and  committed  for  trial.  On  the  trial,  the  justice  asso- 
ciated with  him,  Israel  Williams,  dr.,  another  justice,  and  the 
prisoner,  was  defended  by  General  John  BuUen.    After  a 

long  trial  he  was  convicted  upon  his  own  false  and  contradict  tj 

statements  made  on  the  examination,  and  a  long  chain  d  At 

cumstantial  evidence,  ton  strong  to  be  r<  isted. 

The  ox  was  worth  eighty  dollars.  What  do  Av.n  «nppo*o 
was  the  judgment  of  the  court  I  lie  Wil  Sued  fortj  dollars, 
and  adjudged  to  work  out  the  tine  on  the  highway,  and  to  give 
bonds  for  its  performance.  The  bond  was  piven,  but  w.h  ■  .  u 
after  missing,  and  the  work  of  course  was  never  performed. 
This  same  man,  who  like  many  oil,,  1-.  toll  in  an  gffl  hour. 
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afterwards  changed  his  residence,  became  proprietor  in  a  flour- 
ishing town  and,  amassed  wealth.  So  much  for  living  in  a 
great  and  free  country  like  ours. 

The  first  criminal  trial  in  the  District  court,  or  among  the 
first,  was  that  of  K.  T.  Ostrander,  indicted  tor  perjury  Go* 
false  swearing  before  'Squire  McKaig.    On  the  trial  he  fM  de- 
fended by  that  sharp  and  quick-witted  lawyer,  IT.  X.  Wells, 
of  Milwaukee,  a  man  of  great  resources  on  a  jury  trial'.  The 
testimony  was  going  strong  against  his  client,  when  he  be- 
thought to  ask  the  'Squire  where  he  was  horn.     It  proved  to 
he  across  the  water,  called  the  Atlantic.     I  low  many  times  did 
you  appear  in  court,  or  before  the  clerk  to  become  naturalised, 
inquired  Wells.     Once  only,  was  the  reply.    J  demand  then, 
your  honor,  that  the  indictment  he  quashed,  -aid  Weils,  ad- 
dressing the  court,  as  it  require*  the  second  application  to  be- 
come naturalized.    And  the  indictment  was  quashed*  or  a 
nolle  ■prosequi  entered  under  the  direction  pf  the  court 

As  the  Esquire  had  married  several  couples,  it  was  thought 
prudent  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  to  legalize  all  his  official 
acts,  and  a  law  to  that  effect  was  passed.  Now  I  propose  it  as 
a  mopt  question  to  my  brethren  of  the  bar,  whether  thi*  law 
made  valid  the  judgment  against  Huff  to  work  OUt  his  tine 
on  the  highway,  or  made  the  alleged  false  BWearintj  ..t  <Mi.o.- 
der  perjury  ? 

It  was  said  at  the  time,  by  the  by,  that  the  decision  Iff  WW* 
out  a  hue  on  the  highway  was  authorise^]  l>v  the  statute  ■  | 
Michigan  then  ill  force  here.     But  whether  this  was  ...  or  not, 
nobody  knew  with  certainty,  as  we  had  then  uo  statute  book, 
nor  any  other  law  buok  in  the  county,  lo  my  knowUdf* 
'    Spring  Prairie.— This  is  one  «>f  th.<  m-i  beautiful  fanning 
towns  iiHhe  county,  and  I  think,  the  »0S|  10.     It  would  natur- 
ally draw  to  it  settlers  at  an  early  dav.     Wo  .,e.  mdn^K  fad  M 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settled  and  first  cultivated  towns  in  tho 
county.    Palmer   Gardner,   the   first    settler   came   thorr  in 
the  spring  Qf  183CI,  and  Oil  lb.'  15th  dav  qJ  Ap...  .  ..nun.  n.vd 

buildinfia  log  house  On  the  place  where  he  ,,..w  r-nleson  th  u 
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beautiful  prairie  which  bears  his  name.  He  says  he  eould  then 
hear  of  no  one  living  within  the  present  Limits  of  Walworth 
county.  On  the  30th  of  April  of  that  year,  a  Mr.  James  Nel- 
son with  his  wife  and  family  of  several'  children,  moved  into 
Gardner's  house,  and  he  being  a  bachelor,  boarded  with  tl 
On  the  2d  of  May  following  he  commenced  breaking,  and  it  is 
claimed  this  was  the  first  breaking  done  in  the  county.  On 
the  25th  of  the  same  month  he  had-  about  twenty-five  teres  of 
prairio  broken,  and  the  most  of  it  sowed" to  oats,  tie  planted 
some  corn  and  potatoes,  and  made  some  garden,  on  the  L2tfa  f 
May.  On  the  3d  of  June  he  sowed  some  wheat  and  barley. 
It  is  also  claimed  that  the  Nelson  family  was  the  first  in  the 
county,  but  this  may  be  disputed  by  Van  Si  1  I 

as  to  which  I  am  not  certain. 

Daniel  Salisbury,  our  worthy  President,  arrived  in  Spring 
Prairie  the  25th  of  May,  183(3.  He  could  then  hear  of  no  house 
in  the  county  but  Gardner's,  except  at  Geneva. 

There  came  into  Spring  Prairie  in  L83C,  besides  thi  three 
persons  above  named,  Wm.  J.  Bent  le  v,  Joel  Smith,  [saac  P, 
Chase,  David  Pratt,  Solomon  Harvey,  A.  A.  [lemminwsy, 
Perez  Merrick,  A.  L.  Merrick,  Horace  Coleman,  Samuel  Bril 
ton,  Rob't  Campbell,  Dan' I  Campbell,  Reuben  Clark,  Oilman 
Hoyt,  Elder  Benjamin  Pearce,  Benjamin  C.  Pearce,  1' 
Adams,  David  Patten,  Rufua  Billings,  Sylvester  <i.  Smith  and 
George  Gillespie.    In  V>7  came  Roderick  Merrick,  Samuel  ( 
Vaughn,  Isaiah  Dike,  ('apt.  Chas,  Dyer,  Win.  11.  Duni 
and  his  sons,  Norman  and  William,  Win.   D.  Crain,  P 
Smith,  Jabesh  T.  Clement,  Luke  Taylor,  Daniel  Van  \Talin, 
and  his  sons  Oliver  and  Henry,  Ansel  SalUhury  and  Im;i«1 
Williams,  Benj.  Hoyt,  Sr.,  and  his  sons  Shm»n%  Awry  «n<l 
Benjamin,  Jr.,  John  E.  Hopkins,  and  others.     M.M  of  th  -• 
had  families.    Mr.  Gardner  says,  two  >  li 
on  his  plaee,    the  Government    snrwyors    passed    hi*  hnn\ 
dividing  the  land  LntO  Becl  ion 

This  town  was  settled  ami  improved  rapidly,  both  in 

and  buildings,  and  in  the  latter,  it'  nol  in  both  respaoti 


1872]  Early  Walworth  County  465 


the  lead  of  all'  the  other  towns  in  the  county,  and  has,  I  think, 
kept  it. 

The  first  marriage  in  this  town  was  between  Oliver  Van 
Valin  and  Jane  Russegue,  July  1,  '37,  by  Benjamin  0. 
Pearce,  J.  P.  His  son  Henry  was  born  June  1,  '38,  probably 
the  first  white  child  born  in  the  town,  and  he  gave  bis  lif< 
his  country,  having  died  in  the  army  during  the  late  war, 
being  wounded  in  battle.  The  first  death  was  that  of  B  child 
of  Sylvester  G.  Smith  in  '37. 

In  May,  '3G,  there  was  a  large  company  of  Pottawatamie  In- 
dians living  in  the  maple  woods  on  Sugar  creek  in  La  Fayette, 
near  the  line  now  dividing  that  town  and  Spring  Prairie. 
They  had  then  about  one  thousand  pounds  of  sugar  they  bad 
made.  They  left  in  June  or  July  following.  There  was  also 
a  company  of  about  forty  belonging  to  the  same  tribe,  who 
lived  in  Spring  Prairie  during  the  summer  of  '36. 
raised  about  two  acres  of  corn,  and  kept  about  a  dozen  poniea 
that  made  forays  on  Mr.  Gardner's  grain,  but  the  Cndiana  were 
generai'ly  peaceable.  They  lived  on  section  twenty-eight  In 
November,  when  they  left,  they  stole  a  pony  from  David  Pratt, 
which  he  never  recovered.  In  October,  '30,  fourteen  wild  tur- 
keys were  seen  in  this  town,  and  a  year  or  tWO  afterwards  .i 
flock  of  nearly  thirty  wintered  in  the  north  part  < 
some  of  which  were  killed.  Two  of  -1.  T.  Clement's  1  >yi 
treed  a  lynx  on  the  farm  of  Col.  Merrick,,  and  with  the  aid 
of  a  dog  and  gun  killed  him.  A  bear  was  also  ; 
through  Spring  Prairie  from  iheeaal  t«>  the  weal  end,  and  treed 
near  Peck's  Grove,  in  La  Fayette,  where  he  was  shot  and  killed 
by  Isaiah  Hamilton. 

Tn  July  of  '37,  Ephraim  Perkins,  of  Burlington,  Racine 

county,  drove  two  hundred  hogs  from  Illinois  int..  Sutrwr  crook 

woods,  in  Spring  Prairie,  and  lefl  them  than  to  fatten  an 

acorns,     in  the  fall  they  were  driven  out  and  killed,  and  \.«rv 

few  were  lost. 

This  was  probably  the  first  large  drove  of  swine  driven  into 
the  Country.  I  ion  j .  C.  Pearce  built  a  frame  home  in  the  .  .e! 
part  of  the  town  near  White  river  in  IV,:,  th.  clapboard*  of 
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which  were  riven  out  and  shaved.    In  this  locality  a  small 
colony  of  Mormons  established  themselves,  and  for  a  time 
Avere  under  the  leadership  of  the  somewhat  noted  James  J. 
Strang.    For  aught  the  speaker  knows,  they  may  b< 
this  day."    The  first  prayer  meeting  in  Walworth  count} 
held  at  the  house  of  A.  A.  Hemminway  on  Spring  Pri 
July  10th,  1836.    It  was  appointed  by  S.  F.  Phoenix,  and 
fourteen  persons  were  present.    Another  was  held  at  tin 
place  on  the  following  Sabbath,  and  fifteen  were  present 

I  would  here  state  that  this  county  in  its  earl 
abounded  in  deer.    Herds  of  from  ten  to  twenty  were  fre- 
quently seen,    and  as  they   went  gently   bounding   away  in 
measured  leaps,  with  their  uplifted  tails,  fringed  with  white, 
waving  like  plumes,  nothing  could   be   more,  animating  *.r 

graceful.  Sandhill  cranes  also  abounded,  and  sometimes 
they  might  be  seen  in  largo  companies  standing  orect  vu  the 
ground,  flapping  their  wings  and  leaping,  apparently  perform- 
ing a  waltz,  or  an  Indian  war  dance.  Prairie  wolrea  wero 
common,  and  often  made  the  night  hideous  with  their  howling,* 
and  the  large  gray  Wolf  was  not  infrequent. 

East  Troy. — The  settlements  in  this  town  commenced  it 
an  eariy  day,  and  about  the  same  time  with  those  of  Spring 
Prairie  and  Troy.    Asa  "Blood  and  family  WW  the  Bwl  M*»tl 
residents:    He  came  in  183G,  just  what  time  1  (fe  MX  km", 
and  built  a  house  on  the  north  hank  of  ffott*y  Onek)  I 
where  the  East  Troy  mills  now  stand.     Ete  and  a  J€mg  MB 
by  the  name  of  lM>erts  claimed  th.    mill  lit*     Aumhi  \l 
Craeken  came  afterwards  in  18150,  and  built  a  hm.se.  Hani.* 
Griffin  and  his  sons,   Delanson  and  Keuben,   Allan  Ham- 
ilton,  Tienj.    Jennings,   and   Gaylord   Graves,    nil    eanm  in 
1836  or  1837.    Jacob  lmrgott   in  lh«-  sprim:  -    Is  ^  Pir 
chased  the  claim  to  the  mill  Bite,  one  of  lb.   beat  and 


Th«y  aid  not 


Kcvcrnl  numlxrn  »1  which  hov«  i«.  n  i>m 

noiPwnf«am  KMiSTiS  B..*oi  ....  1  
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beautiful  in  the  county,  and  afterwards  built  the  East  Troy 
mills. 

Capt.  Geo.  Fox  and  bis  son-in-law,  John  F.  Putter,  came 
from  Maine  in  1837  or  1838,  and  settled  at  Fox's,  now  Potter's 
lake,  in  the  east  part  of  the  town.  And  here  the.  latter  may 
bo  found  to-day  (by  chain  and  com]);!--,  if  you  are  a  strangi  r), 
enjoying  otium  cum  dignltate  as  a  citizen  fanner,  with  that 
sturdy  independence  and  honest  earnestness  of  character,  which 
he  exhibited  in  Congress,  when,  with  shame  be  it  8]  ken, 
treason  stalked  rampant  and  un rebuked  in  tin-  high  places  of 
the  nation. 

Stephen  Field  came  into  this  town  in  '37,  but  did  not  be- 
come a  resident  till  '39,  when  he  with  his  son  Martin,  now 
of  Mukwonago,  settled  on  a  claim  he  had  previously  purchased. 
East  Troy  is  among  the  best  towns  in  the  count  v  for  agricul* 
tural  purposes,  and  its  little  rural  village  is  excelled  by  Done 
for  picturesque  beauty  and  enterprise. 

Last,  but  not  least  in  pluck,  in  energy,  and  perhaps  in  pre- 
tension, if  not  in  public  spirit,  comes  our  neat  and  thrifty  little 
sister 

Elkhorn. — But  her  history  is  the  history  of  the  county. 
She  will,  therefore,  excuse  me,  after  what  I  have  1"  fore  Btid, 
and  so  long  a  narration,  if  I  give  in  her  only  a  fi  w  word  • 

The  first  settlers  of  Elkhorn  came  February  7th.  18..7. 
They  were  LcGrand  Rockwell,  SolUfl  Latham,  Mil"  1'.  ttrad- 
jey  and  Albert  Ogden.    They  came  from  Milwaukee  bv  wqg 

of  Kaeine  and  Ihirlinglon,  there  bring  lb,  n  DO  road  dill  <*ly  hero 

from  Milwaukee,  iM.  E.  Bradley  buill  the  firs!  bouae,  and 
drew  from  Geneva  sawmill  the  first  load  of  boards  anwed 
there,  to  put  on  it.  His  brother  11.  Hnnllev  oimo  rU.ui  the 
same  time,  and  General  3.  Walling  soon  after.  In  lS:is  and 
'30  camo  many  others,  and  among  then  K.  Elderkin  and  11 

Winsor  in  the  latter  part  of  the  yrur.     Sunn  a  fin-  . 
Lee,  George  Gale  and  many  others  1  haw  not  time  to  namo. 
I  have  thus  given  you  a  dimple  of  the  Uv^  *<  tthwn(  t 
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the  seventeen  towns  comprising  this  county.  At  its  first  or- 
ganization in  1S3S,  it  was  divided  into  five  towns  only,  Elk- 
liorn  embracing  the  north-west  quarter  of  the  county,  Delavan 
the  south-west,  Geneva  the  south-east,  and  Spring  Prairie  and 
Troy  the  north-east. 

The  other  towns  were  afterwards  carved  out  of  these  at  the 
dates  following: 

Whitewater,  August  13th,  1840. 
"Richmond,  January  12th,  1841. 
LaFayette,  March  21st,  1843. 
LaGrange,  March  21st,  1843. 
East  Troy,  March  21st,  1843. 
Sharon,  March  21st,  1843. 
Linn,  January  23d,  1844. 
Bloomficld,  January  23d,  1844. 
Lyons  or  Hudson,  January  23d,  1844. 
Sugar  Creek,  February  2d,  1840. 
Elkhorn,  with  present  limits,  February  2d,  L84& 
I  will  now  mention  a  few  things  which  www  be  of  10016  in- 
terest to  the  descendants  of  the  pioneers  of  Walworth  oounty. 
There  were  but  few  Indian  meunds  within  its  limits.  Only 
three  have  come  to  my  knowledge.    One  was  in  the  form  of  a 
large  turtle  in  the  village,  and  en  the  bank  ol  Geneva  lake,  near 
the  residence  of  the  late  lamented  A.  W.  Fair.     A 1 
longitudinal  embankment  ef  slight  elevation,  BOOM  fo«I  Of  Ift 
rods  in  length,  in  the  front  of  my  presort  rosidemv.     Bill  the 
most  notable  one  is  on  an  eminence  near  the  highway,  between 

Williams  Hay  on  Geneva  Lake,  and  the  bead  of  Dm*  lake. 

overlooking  both.  This  is  in  the  form  ef  a  bow  nn<l  arrow. 
Tho  span  of  the  bow  is  about  fifty  fret,  nenw  which  lios  thi< 
arrow  of  corresponding  size,  aimed  for  n  discharge  into  (i.  nova 
Lake.  The  idea  was  finolv  OOntOived  Hid  ewutrd.  In  \tok 
mound  specimens  of  Indian  potteTJ  hava  BOO  b  und.  whnh 
are  in  the  speaker's  pM**aion,  and  for  whiob  be  is  indobtod  to 
Mr.  Wan-en  Beokwith. 

1  can  Only  glance  at  seme  of  the  InOOOvenn  noes  not  M  *ay 
hardships,  the  early  settlors  eneenntm  d  h,  t,re  th.y  o,nld  *■ 
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veniently  obtain  the  necessaries  and  appliances  of  civilized  life. 
As  to  roads  and  bridges,  there  were  none.    And  nothing  was 
more  common  than  to  get  "sloughed,"  technically  BO  called, 
that  is,  mired  and  stuck  fast  in  a  slough,  or  wet  pry  in- 
bottom  lands  bordering  streams.    Fortunate  was  he  who  did  - 
not  in  the  predicament  break  the  pole  or  shaft*  of  hi-  wag  0 
or  buggy,  or  get  so  deep  in  he  could  nut  extricate  them  01  hia 
horses  without  having  to  go  miles  away  for  help.  Thi 
ence  of  many  of  those  present  will  testify  to  the  annoyau 
thus  encountered  in  the  early  days.    Then  as  for  household 
furniture   and  those  things   necessary  tor   housekeeping,  the 
first  settlers  were  almost  destitute.    The  Least  article  of  the 
kind,  if  not  brought  with  them,  could  only  be  obtained  .it 
treble  expense  and  trouble  from  some  point  on  the  weal  sfa  n 
of  Lake  Michigan. 

I  have  heard  of  ploughs  being  taken  to  Racine,  then  a  three 
days'  journey  there  and  back,  at  an  expense  of  man,  team  and 
wagon,  to  be  mended;  of  plough  shares  being  carried  OB  the 
backs  of  men,  on  foot,  ten  or  fifteen  miles  to  11  blacksmith  for 
the  same  purpose,  and  of  a  stone  churn  brought  from  Ch 
on  a  man's  back.    Many  of  us  well  remember  when  there  was 
no  market  out  of  the  county  for  wheat  or  Wool,  ami  wh.  n  a; 
length  the  former  began  to  be  purchased  "at  the  iak. w<  had 
to  make  a  journey  of  three  or  four  days,  to  get  it  there  and 
return,  when  the  roads  would  permit  us  to  go  at  all,  and  th< 
sell  it  for  fifty  cents  or  less  a  bushel.     1  need  not  say  it  ..ft.  n 
required  the  utmost  economy  to  liavo  any  m\  n.  y  left  from  the 
sale  when  we  got  back. 

Cider  barrels  had  to  be  used,  when  they  eoutd  W  found,  for 
pork  barrels;  beef  and  soap  tubs  were  made  from  lug*  of  wood 

dug  out  like  a  canoe.   Instead  of  a  rosewood  piano  In  tW 

ner,  stood  a  solitary  bedstead  of  rough  pol.-s  fanned  int  > 
augur  holes  in  the  housedogs,  and  having  only  a  sinpr  p 

Instead  of  ottomans  and  extension  tablet,  were  Hook  af  rang} 
slabs  mounted  on  three  wooden  pint,  Oka  an  extampoHn 

milking  stool,  and  tables  of  gre<  n  has**  1  board,  that  would 

shrink  in  a  month,  so  that  a  knife  would  drop  through  iho 
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cracks.    Houses  were  built  without  a  nail.  Brhapi  i:. 

door,  if  there  was  one,  and  beds  made  of  prairie  hay,  it  it 
could  be  got,  etc.,  etc. 

These  were  the  experiences  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  coun- 
ty. And  whilst  they  were  annoying,  and  often  tried  the  pati- 
ence of  the  meekest  of  us,  since  they  arc  past  and  we  Look  on 
the  results,  do  we,  companions,  regret  that  we  pas? cd  through 
the  ordeal?  These  aided  in  sharpening  our  wit-,  such  w< 
had,  in  giving  firmness  and  stability  to  charact<  r,  and  d»  relop- 
ing  what  of  manhood  there  was  in  us.  \Vh< 
cultivated  farms,  these  broad  fields  loaded  with  grain  and  fruit, 
which  greet  our  eyes  on  every  prairie,  and  from  every  bill  I  p 
in  the  county?  Whence  these  beautiful  villages,  with  their 
spires  pointing  heavenward,  their  tasty  mansions,  their 
and  substantial' school-houses  and  seminaries,  their  stir  and  hum 
of  business?  •These  are  the  fruitage  of  our  sowing.  Will  our 
children  less  cherish  our  memories  that  we  have  passed  through 
this  struggle  with  nature  and  adverse  circumstance  without 
failure,  God  being  our  helper,  and  that  wa  bequeath  t»»  them  so 
goodly  a  heritage? 

There  is  one  more  topic  upon  which  I  should  tOUeh,  or  I 
shall  derelict  in  my  duties  as  a  faithful  historian,     1  allude 
to  our  military  trainings.    There  WAS  ttpOB  a  time  rumors  and 
fears  among  many  of  the  good  people  of  Witoonsili,  1*4  I  1 
our  truly  brave  and  worthy  Gov.  Dodge  Wtfl  rf  '!>•  MUM 
ion,  that  the  remnants  of  all  the  lost  tribes  of  Indians,  from 
the  Six  'Nations  to  the,  Sao  and  Foxes,  would  be  d«.\vn  upon 
us  with  a  vengeance.    So  the  milii  ia  mOtf  In  DlgMlilMj  I! 
and  equipped-     The  edict  went  forth,  and  *udd.  nlv  thei 
a  mustering  in  the  land.    Companies  were  commanded  to  a* 
semble  on  such  a  day,  on  siieh  a  b-rty.  or  M.eh  a  Mu.uie.  | 
tion,  in  a  particular  town  and  range  of  the  MilwauU    Lai  I 
District,  in  Walworth  muuty;  ami  the  regiment  was  com 
mandod  tO  rendezvous  ol  a  particular  dav  :,t  the  e.rni.  K 
Oh,  for  the  pen  Of  Irving  10  iMfribl  «k§l  *H  I  ; '  '  '     1  1 
tame;  ns  our  friend  Orafrth  hail.  U    WW  *W  Mfc 
some  without;  some  had  coats,  ami  nomc  hadn't;  tomo  had 
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shirts  on,  and  some  hadn't;  and  all'  armed  with  all  manner  of 
weapons  from  sticks  upward.    And  then  as  tu  their  maneu- 
ver in'gs  and  their  lines  of  battle.    Falstaff  and  his  doughty 
heroes  were  veterans  to  them.    School  boys  a  snowballing,  a 
Virginia  worm  fence  built  through  the  woods  by  moonlij 
are  feeble  comparisons.    Some  were  armed  with  pocket  pistoU 
in  the  shape  of  junk  bottles,  and  tbey  were  Loaded,  weren't 
they!    And  they  discharged  (hem,  didn't  they?     For  furthei 
particulars  I  refer  you  to  our  humorous  friend  P.  Cravath, 
Esq.,  of  Whitewater,  and  our  gallant  friend  Col.  Klderkin,  of 
Elkhorn. 

I  have  not  time  to  speak  of  the  claim  laws  and  claim  com- 
mittees, by  which  and  by  whom  justice  was  administered  among 
the  early  settlers  in  regard  to  their  rights  as  Bquatten  on  Tbe 
public  lands.  Suffice  it  to  say,  they  answered  their  end  in  a 
time  and  place  where  no  other  laws  or  tribunal  conld  peach, 
and  justice  was  usually  fairly  meted  out  under  them,  though 
sometimes  rather  roughly  and  summarily, 

Wahvorth  being  chiefly  an  agricultural  county  haa  not  in- 
creased in  population  with  the  rapidity  of  some  having  large 
manufacturing  or  commercial  centres.     Bui  her  growth  at 
vigorous,  has  been  steady  and  healthy.     From  a  population  d 

about  one  thousand  in  1838,  she  has  gradually  increased  i-  the 

respectable  number  at  the  present  time,  of  -nearly  ilmtv  th  >n 
sand  souls. 

The  first  clergymen  who  to  my  knowledge  Came  into  tbe 
county  were  Reverends  Benjamin  Pearce,  I.onmel  Hall.  P.  W. 

Lake,  Orra  Martin,  Henry  Topping,  A.  Qaatoa,  Q  Ho*** 
Gheiiey  and  Nichols. 
The  first  physicians,  so  far  is  1  know,  wtrt  D  don  Ron 

minwav    and   '.Mills   of   Spring    PiairiOj    dark.    W  1  and 

Muiford  of  Walworth;  Tripp,  Brewer  and  Magoon  oi  Whit 

water-  TilVanv,  MeNish  and  l\ushall  of  Cm,  v..;  H.mbr-n 

Juld  Young  of  Klkhom :  llnni  «.f  Deltvan;  Gray  Oi  B 
Oreei;  Giles  and  Blanchard  of  troy  and  Baal  Troy, 

Tbe  first   attorneys,  and  who  came   in  lb,    ..nln   of  ihcir 
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names,  were  C.  II.  Baker,  in  fall  of  1838;  Milo  Kelsey,  spring 
of  1839;  E.  Elderkin,  fall  of  1830;  IT.  S.  Winsor,  same  fall, 
and  soon  after  Warner  Earl;  about  the  same  time,  B.  I 
brook*  and  H.  W.  Clarke,  of  Geneva;  and  Grant  and  Br  mi 
of  Whitewater,  in  1840,  or  about  that  time.    0.  BabcocK  cam* 
at  an  early  day,  John  F.  Potter  among  the  earliest,  tl 
never  assumed  active  practice  as  an  attorney. 

The  financial  credit  of  this  county  has  always  si  1  A  No. 

1,  from  the  beginning,  Xevcr,  to  my  knowledge,  have  her 
county  orders  been  under  par  value — a  remarkable  exception 
to  all',  or  nearly  all  other  counties  in  the  West. 

In  loyalty  to  the  Government  in  the  day-  which  tried 
souls,  none  were  more  steadfast,  or  came  oftener  to  the  rescue. 
Not  a  town  in  the  county,  not  a  neighborhood,  I  may  almost 
say,  but  has  some  one  or  more  of  its  number  sleeping  his  last 
sleep  in  the  Southern  soil,  a  willing  sacrifice  "thai  tlii -  Repub- 
lic should  not  perish  from  the  earth."  Fn  its  morality,  in- 
telligence, refinement  and  solid  worth  of  its  inhabitants,  none 
ranks  higher  in  the  State.    And  the  exhibitions  of  thin  day 

on  these  grounds,  witness  to  her  excellence  in  bl  led  etork, 

in  agricultural  implements,  in  the  products  of  the  farm  and 
the  dairy,  in  her  fruits  and  flowers,  and  the  skill  and  handi- 
craft of  her  fair  daughters. 

Fellow  citizens,  we  have  verily  a  goodly  land,  and  our  ; 

have  fallen  to  us  in  pleasant  places.  Lei  us  now  and  ton  ri  r, 
for  these  and  other  blessings,  devoutly  thank  the  bountiful 

Giver  of  them  all. 

And  now,  before  closing,  there  remains  for  mo  one  duty  to 
perform.    J  know  I  have  detained  you  big,  much  lunger  than 

I  antieipated  or  intended,  and  I  tl  ar  1  haw  wetlM  fGUl  pt 
tience,  and  yet  with  such  a  field,  bow  much  SHOW  might  butt 

been  said.  But  this  one  thing  more,  1  know  you  will  pai  <  d 
me  if  I  trespass  upon,  your  time  a  few  moments  In  uttering. 
I  have  spoken  of  the  men  who  fini  settled  old  Walwortk  Bufl 


•  Hon    Kxpn-ence  Knmnl.rm.k  "  «  <  '<         *f  '"'}  V'i^Vi- 

PoJ&n  memn«  of  tb«  h*»mW.y  ot  .km         am,.j;i  . .mrr..  m  i  ;  .*a 

T.a  ami  Tntitmlol  Attoim\v  Urnual  «.f  NHo.kU.i  ir.-m  »•     •  '  » 
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what,  what,  old  comrades  in  this  life-battle  in  the  wilderness 
that  was,  what  of  our  companions,  the  women? 

Many  of  them  had  been  delicately  reared,  and  were  accus- 
tomed to  the  luxuries  and  refinements  of  cultivated  society. 
And  most  or  all  had  good  homes  with  the  necessaries  and  con- 
veniences of  life  in  abundance,  and  were  surrounded  by  kind 
friends  and  dear  relatives.  To  these  they  had  been  bred,  to  all 
these  they  were  strongly  attached.  But  the.se  tics  were  sun- 
dered, these  homes  were  left  behind,  when,  after  the  last  trunk 
was  packed,  and  the  last  farewell  was  sadly  uttered,  they  set 
their  faces  westward  for  a  new  life  and  a  new  home  they  knew 
not  whither,  but  they  knew  it  must  be  among  strangers.  They 
shared  with  us  the  toils  of  the  journey,  the  weary  miles  of  sun- 
shine and  storm,  as  Ave  journeyed  on  and  onward.  They  par- 
took with  us  of  the  coarse  fare  and  rude  accommodation 
the  wagon  and  wayside,  the  canal  boat  and  the  .  the 

log  tavern  and  the  bivouac  under  the  open  heavens,  ail  this 
they  encountered  without  murmuring,  and  cheerfully, 

And  when  late  in  autumn,  or  early  spring,  it  may  be,  in  th- 
cod'd  storm  or  driving  mists  and  chill  winda  thai  CUt  to  the 
bones,  they  took  their  departure  from  Chicago  OS  Milwaukee, 
the  last  outposts  of  civilization,  over  those  low,  Lonely  pxairMI 
which  surrounded  the  ono,  or  through  the  gloomy  I 
which  enveloped  the  other,  over  dismal  roads,  beset  with  rata 
or  stumps,  without  sign  of  cultivation  or  human  habitation, 
then  it  was  that  came  to  their  hearts  the  hour  of  most  bitter 
trial,  then  it  was  that  amid  their  LoneHzu  -  and  Utter  la-art  deso- 
lation, the  dear  homos  and  kindred  they  bad  left,  rose  up  before 
them,  and  through  tludr  tears  they  Looked  down  upon  she  lh> 

tlo  ones  who  clung  around  them.  But  not  a  murmur,  not  a 
word  of  regret  or  repining  escaped  them.  Tlv  ftvling*.  too 
deej)  for  utterance,  which  swelled  within  thorn.  Wtfl  smoth- 
ered in  their  bosoms.  When  we  at  la>i.  -.-me  ..in  r.  —mo 
earlier,  had  found  a  place  where  to  make  a  la-me  in  llu*e  pleas- 
ant groves  and  prairies  of  Walworth  pleasant  to  us  men.  for 
here  there  were  herds  of  bounding  d(*  r,  und  hVok<  of  wild 
31 
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fowl,  the  wolf,  and  the  sand-hill  crane,  and  other  game,  large 
and  small,  for  us  to  hunt;  the  lakes  and  streams  abounded  in 
fish,  we  could  take  them  at  our  will;  the  country  was  all  op._-n 
and  free  to  roam  over,  as  one  great  park.  There  WMI  excite- 
ment to  us  in  all  this — a  verge  and  scope,  a  freedom,  an  inde- 
pendence and  abandon,  suited  to  our  rougher  nature  .  ftner 
tastes.  We  could  roam  and  fish,  or  hunt  as  we  pleated,  amid 
the  freshness  and  beauties  of  nature. 

But  how  was  it  with  our  wives?    From  all  these  bright,  ind 
to  us  fascinating  scenes  and  pastimes,  they  were  •  ided. 
They  were  shut  up  with  the  children  in  loir  c  abins,  when  tht  y 
were  fortunate  enough  to  get  tbem — rude  bats,  without  Soon 
often,  and  not  infrequently  without  doors  or  window*,  un- 
chinked  often,  unpointed,  even  with  mud  mortal        .  ; 
the  cold,  bleak  winds  of  March  or  December  whistled  through 
them.    Frequently  were  they  covered  with  Bhak<  - 
with  poles,  between  which  the  stars  at  night  Looked  down 
the  faithful'  mother  and  her  sleeping  int  ur  .     B B» 
small  room,  filled  perhaps  often  with  smoke,  wi  Eumi- 
.lure,  except  a  little  extemporized  of  the  Rftdttt  kind— rough 
slab  stools,  an  equally  rough  table,  And  B  bedgfc  Bide 
of  poles  fastened  into  the  house;  without  e....|. 
save  perchance  a  kettle,  a  skillet  and  a  feeing  pan  ;  dettitQte 
of  crockery,  and  with  little  tinware,  they  were  called  \\\««\ 
to  do,  unaided,  the  duties  of  a  housewife.     Willi  tli.se  i\.n 
veniences  and  these  surroundings,  they  look  upon  them  t.-r 
weeks  and  months,  and  even  for  ye«H,  the  burd.  n  ol  their 
households  in  a  continued  struggle  with  hindr.n.e,  .  ;n..l  pi 
plexitics.      Nature  might  smile  without,  but  it  was  not  for 
them.    The  exeitemeuls  of  tin-  SUMS,  the  pi  I  MOM  I  of  BB| 
ling  were  not  theirs.    The  greeting  ot  faMf****  md 

odies  of  the  woods  and  prairief,  the  rrotdom  and  faihocei 

without,  so  quickening  and  healthful  to  our  pnU  -.  were  un 
shared  by  and  shut  out  to  tlx  in.     Vol   faithfully,  petiontlv. 

hopefuliv,  thev  piled  their  daily  round  of  dun.',  th 

angels  of  our"  homes,  and  helps  meet  for  num.      Tli.    •  wore 
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heroic  women,  to  whom  our  hearts  did  homage,  and  I  should 
fail  in  the  duties  of  the  hour,  if  in  the  roll-call  of  worthy  and 
honorable  names  this  day,  they  should  not  be  in  it  rem 
bered.  All  honor  then,  to  the  noble  women  who  .so  bravely 
aided  lis  in  the  settlement  of  this  new  country.  And  com- 
rades, in  all  our  after  anniversaries,  while  time  with  u-  Bhall 
last,  let  none  ere  go  by,  but  they  in  it  .-hall  bo  remembered. 

And  now,  friends,  asking  pardon  for  so  long  detaining  you 
in  the  review,  which  I  fee?  is  so  imperfect,  what  more  had  T 
ought  to  say?    I  give  you  all  a  hearty  greeting  and  mj  best 
wishes — a  long  life  and  happiness.    But,  on  looking  over  this 
assembly,  I  miss  some,  many,  old,  familiar  faces.      AJJ  .. 
not  here.    Where  are  the  Phoenixes — Henry  and  Samuel  F.I 
Where    are   doctors    Clarke    and  Wood,    and    Tripp,      an  I 
McNish,   and   Tiffany?    Where   are  the   Good-        I  .  M. 
and  L.  B'J    Where  are  Mali'ory,  and  Bell,  and  Newellj 
Julius  Edwards?     Where  are  Jeduthan  Spooner  and  Jesse 
Meacham,  and  Adolphus  Spoor,  and  Benjamin  Ball  I    Whrf  n 
are  Lemuel  Hall,  and  A.  Gaston,  and  P.  W.  Lab 
Benjamin  Poaree,  and 'John  Ohapin,  and   EKa  II.. 
Where  are  Captain  Fox  and  Christopher  Douglass,  and  the 
long  list  of  companions,  worthy  names,  who  canio  in  to  pos- 
sess the  land  with  US?    But,  alas!  those  face-.  UB  fa  flesh, 
wo  shall  behold  no  more  forever.    These  WOW  good  men  and 
true,  men  of  mind  and  merit,  above  the  average  in  taimt  and 
energy.    They  would  have  been  prominent  men  in  any  com 
munity,  men  whose  absence  would  be  missed.     b«'<  us  kindly 
remember  them  amid  the  greetings  and   rejnieini^  of  this 
day. 

And  when,  my  friends,  it  shall  bo  OUT  lot  tO  .  m«-r  Upoa 
that  other  journey  which  awails  us  all.  which  will  tffel  fcl  fe 

yond  these  earthiy  scenes,  ma)  m  be  prepared  to  pitch  Mil 
tents  in  that  land  wnere  *e*e  BhaH  be  no  mo*  d, ■.,•!>.  m  thti 

sorrow,  nor  crying,  noithor  an\  more  pain  and  when  C»»\ 
wipe  away  all  lours  from  our  I  j 


M>r.  U*H  Trip,.,  Of  WWt*mtir,  ITtl  I  —I,  ,  ,f  lH  r N  ■•«■..  M  l-«f*9 
In  1841-1844. 
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Neyon  De  Villiers 


By  Lyman  C.  Draper 

In  the  Fifth  Volume  of  the  Collections  of  the  Wise-.: 
Historical  Society,  a  sketch  is  given  of  Neyon  De  Villi 
as  among  the  early  French  border  partisans,  who,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1730,  accompanied  the  successful  expedition  against  the 
warlike  Sauks  and  Foxes   in  the  Fox  Hirer  Valley.    That  he 
subsequently,  in  1751-52,  commanded  at  Fort  Miami,  then  at 
Fort  Chartres,  in  the  Illinois  country,  from  which  he  0  ttl  fed 
provisions,  by  water,  to  Fort  du  Quesne;  and,  in  175< 
force  of  Illinois  French  and  Indians,  all  the  way  to  I"  rl  ( Iran- 
ville,  on  the  frontiers  of  Pennsylvania,  which  he  captured  and 
burnt,  and  retired  with  a  large  number  of  prisoners;  and  that 
he  was  afterwards  in  command  of  Fort  Chartrei  till  June, 
1764,  when  he  retired  to  New  Orleans.    Unit  he  rag  wed  the 
order  of  the  Cross  of  St.  Louis,  as  .1  reward  for  his  fidelity 
and  services.    This  was  the  last  we  eoui'd  trace  him. 

Shortly  after  the  publication  of  that  volume  of  tfottectio**, 
we  made,  in  November,  1808,  (he  acquaintance  of  Mr-,  ft  I  1  J 
Bishop,  at  Vincennes,  Indiana,  who  was  b..rn  at  t>, 
Louisiana,  in  1788.  Tier  father  was  bonis  De  Villi, in,  who 
had  been  an  officer,  as  his  daughter  believes,  of  some  consid- 
erable prominence  in  the  French  *  rvice,  lb'  married  1 
of  Louisiana,  first  asking  the,  King's  consent,  who  refern  d  the 
matter  to  the  Governor  of  the  Colony,  whoso  approval  was 
readily  secured,  lie  then  resigned  his  commission,  and  scttUl 
at  Opelousas,  and  died  there,  about  iTU.'i,  and  wrts  buried  in 
the  church  at  that  place.  He  left  fourteen  children,  two  ,.nlv 
younger  than  Mrs.  Bishop.  Tins  daughter  marrying  at  tho 
age  of  fifteen,  removed  two  years  thereafter,  in  ISO.S,  to  \  in 
cennes,  where,  her  tirst  husband  dying,  *h<-  married  Mr.  Hi-hop. 
Her  mother  migrated  to  Vincenncs,  and  died  there. 

While  it  is  not,  absolutely  certain  that  Louis  IV  Villicn 
was  a  son  of  Neyon  1  >e  Viiliers,  we  think,  ft*  the  latter  re- 
tired to  Louisiana,  the  supposition  is  more  than  probable. 
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Additions  and  Corrections 

Pajfe  137.  In  a  note  on  Mr.  Ifyer's  reference  to  tbe  Ill-feeling  that  < 
among  the  Indians  on  Rock  River,  in  August,  1830,  It  was  suggested  that  tLe 
murder  of  Ellswortn  Burnett  must  have  been  the  cause,  (further  investigation 
has  proved  the  correctness  of  this  suggestion.  Hon.  \V.  M.  Dean  -  Gh  I  - 
A.  Cole,  James  Rogan,  John  Richards  and  other  early  aetl 
unite  in  stating  that  no  white  man  was  killed  by  Indians  near  Watertown  in 
183G  ;  but  that  Burnett's  death  must  have  been  referred  to,  which  aeomrad  in 
November,  1835.  Other  evidence,  from  Milo  Jones,  Col.  Win.  B.  Slaughter.  Judge 
A.  G.  Miller  and  Hon.  W.  A.  Prentiss,  serve  to  corroborate  this  date.  The  two 
Indians  who  murdered  Burnett,  and  wounded  James  Clyinan,  were  apprehended, 
and  were  in  confinement  at  the  time  indicated  by  Mr.  liver.  NoveSBtoer,  ISM, 
is  the.  date  usually  assigned  to  tlie  Burnett  tragedy  ;  but  the  evidence  is  con- 
clusive that  it  transpired  in  November  of  the  preceding  year 

Page  139 — Rock  River  Claim  Company.    Mr.  Dennis  says:  "The  headquarter! 
of  the  Rock  River  Claim  Company  was  at  JeffereoB,  and  the  late  Bao  b  <;  Dal 
ling  was  its  principal  manager.    For  correct  information  alxmt  that  company,  I 
refer  you  to  Milo  Jones,  of  Fort  Atkinson." 

Mr.  Jones  writes:  "I  will  give  you  my  recollections,  as  I  have  notblag  better 
at  hand.  In  December,  1835,  Solomon  Juneau,  F.  W.  BdgertOB,  Henry  HoaaMT, 
T.  A.  Holmes,  I  am  not  certain  but  Geo.  Ho.smer,  together  with  a  Fr.n.hm.iu 
named  Latonder,  all  left  Milwaukee  with  your  humble  servant,  to  look  for  mill- 
sites  aud  other  desirable  locations.    Our  first  point  of  lo.  i 

now  Hebron;  then  here  [Fort  Atkinson],  and  claimed  tw..  aecttoni  >f  land; 
thence  to  where  ,  tbe  village  of  Jefferson  now  stands;  tbence  Op  tbe  Crandmtl  aa 
far  as  Milford.  Not  finding  anything  we  thought  very  desirable,  are  returned  to 
Milwaukee. 

"The  original  claimants,  wiih  t lie  exception  of  Latonder,  arganlai  I  i  I 
pany  that,  winter  or  the  summer  following ;  and  took  in  Dwlgbt  Foster,  Boo  u 
Darling,  and  David  Sargent.  The  first  house  put  up  by  the  Compenj  was  here 
at  Fort  Atkinson,  and  Dwight  Foster  moved  Into  it  in  the  tall  of  is M  1  h.  •  M 
ter  following  the  mill  was  built  at  Hebron.  The  Rock  Kiver  Calm  Company 
claimed  Hebron,  Indian  Town,  at  the  junction  of  Bart  rivet  aad  W  bite  water, 
Fort  Atkinson,  and  Jefferson. 

"There  were  what  were  called  claim  shanties  put  up  to  hold  the  clalnia  at  ail 
the  points,  at  about  the  same  timd;  and  some  'old  baeir  was  totalled  i"  hold  the 
claim  at  Jefferson,  and  perhaps  was  occupying  the  location  at  the  lime  Invight 
Foster  moved  here;  for  under  the  claim  rules,  some  .no-  must  occupy  1  believe 
David  Sargent  held  the  claims  at  what  was  called  "The  Polka/  aaej  MMi 
I  was  interested  in  all  the  claims,  but  my  occupation  (ns  wurveyor)  l»  inic  in  the 
field.  I  did  not  see  what  was  going  on  ol'tencr  than  on.  e  <  r  twice  a  year  I  only 
furnished  my  part  of  the  capital  according  to  (lie  rules  ..f  the  .  ompnny." 

Pages  350  and  381,  notes.  Mrs.  Pact  corrects  a  misiako  abOUl  lor  b»ja%Mi 
playing  on  the  fiddle:  "My  husband  never  played  on  nay  Wind  «»i  musical  Inatru 
meut  in  his  life  to  my  knowledge,  h  waa  IiIh  youtur-M  l»ro<hor,  I  .iMior  IV,*. 
and  Horace  Coleman,  who  played  such  sweet  numlo  on  tha  ttt  of  July.  1*** 
Coleman  boarded  at  our  house  the  first  year,  nnd  pint  of  Ihc  -<■••'  ■»  II  «•  ■ 
little  singular  that  Madison  will  persist  In  mllltit:  my  busUu.d  n  mldl^r  My 
father  was  one,  and  taught  me  to  be  one.  and  I  taught  nn  huthaad'a  bi 
playing  merely  for  our  own  amusement;  and  in v  r  ptaytd  IM  -!  »',.  m,.  aajtm 
except  a  few  times  while  we  were  so  Isolated  at  Malt-.  D  ti  |  n-i  xxin.r 

"My  husband   had  other    business     (iov.   \:<    appoloted    Ma    I«at>M  If 

the  Peace;  he  afterwards  resigned,  and  recommended  Bay  toon  I  araa  ipfn  i  Hd 

Mr.   Peck  Wlis  then  elected  one  of   lli.ee  ( '..mini  Bjloa  ITS    f-r   DtM  '"oUPlJ.  tti»n 

embracing  In  Its  Jurisdiction  what  bOW  tOOftfCUtM  lf«  Canatlta!  h  M  ■  ^ 

ham  and  a  Mr.  I-arkln  were  the  ot.h,  i  two,  and  l.»  i  .^.ti.  Keii.ma  waa  tbelr 
clerk.  They  cnused  the  Beat  bridge  a..oss  ti.e  Catftoa,  and  m  Jail  ^  areatai; 
but  bad  to  curtail  Die  bounty  on  vrotn    "  Upa  to  to  '« 
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"Michel  St.  Cyr  was  a  half-breed  Indian,  and  lived  with  a  squaw  in  a  little 
but  where  we  got  hay,  at  the  CMty  of  the  Four  Lakes,  to  All  our  beds,  when  we 
had  our  first  arrival  of  strangers.  Wallace  Rowan  was  in  partnership  with 
Abraham  Wood  in  building  a  mill  at  Baraboo  ;  he  had  a  light-colored  wife,  and 
died  here  at  Baraboo." 

Mrs.  Peck  errs  in  part  as  to  the  first  board  of  Dane  County  Commissioners. 
The  records  show  that  Simeon  Mills,  Eben  Peck  and  Jeremiah  Lycan  composed 
the  board;  they  bold  their  first  meeting,  May  15th,  18i59,  at  tne  Madison  lletet, 
and  chose  La  Fayette  Kellogg  Clerk.  Col.  D.  A.  Bird  was  chosen  first  Sheriff 
of  the  county  ;  Wm.  A.  Wheeler,  Assessor  ;  Adam  Smith,  Collector  ;  G.  P.  Dela- 
plaine,  Surveyor;  R.  L.  Ream,  Register  of  Deeds;  and  John  Stoner,  Treasurer. 

Page  391,  note.  Mr.  Suydam,  since  receiving  the  advance  sheets  of  this  volume, 
relative  to  the  primitive  survey  of  Madison,  writes  :  "As  to  St.  Cyr,  I  have  no 
doubt  he  was  the  man  ;  I  think  I  now  remember  the  name,  and  his  residence  was 
by  a  largo  stream  or  spring. 

"I  was  so  confident  as  to  the  time  of  our  making  the  first  survey  of  Madison, 
that  I  called  it  November  without  the  slightest  hesitation  ;  and  rny  wife,  also, 
who  remembers  better  than  I  do,  says  it  was  November;  but  as  the  official  record 
makes  it  October,  so  of  course  it  must  have  been.  The  dates  come  along  a'.l  in 
proper  order  as  to  the  days  and  certificates,  and  the  introduction  of  the  bill  in 
the  Belmont  Legislature,  bearing  dates,  as  they  do,  in  October  and  November,  are 
conclusive  evidence.  Another  circumstance  made  it  more  certain  in  my  mind  as 
to  its  being  November,  was,  that  on  the  morning  we  left  home,  the  ground  was 
white  with  snow, -which  fell  the  day  before,  and  was  frozen  nearly  hard  enough 
to  bear  our  horses — a  thing  which  does  not  happen  in  this  country,  at  that  sea- 
sou,  more  than  once  in  a  generation.  I  do  not  think  that  anything  was  ante- 
dated, as  there  could  have  been  no  object  in  that.  The  record  must  govern,  ami 
I  must  give  in  to  it,  and  yet  I  think  it  was  November.  Mr.  M.  L.  Mariiu  has  no 
recollection  as  to  the  month  in  which  the  survey  was  made. 

"Judge  Knapp  is  in  error  as  to  ins  statement  of  but  a  single  day's  recount  is- 
ance  with  government  notes  and  surveys.  We  actually  meandered  ami  measured 
the  shores  of  both  the  lakes  and  the  lines,  as  we  had  to  do  in  order  to  ! 
tain  of  the  ground  before  it  could  be  possible  to  make  a  plat  sufficiently  reliable 
to  put  on  record,  and  sell  lots  by.  If  my  records,  maps,  and  memorandums,  of  all 
my  early  journeylngs  as  surveyor  had  not  been  burned  up  in  a  fire  here  some 
years  ago,  I  could  have  given  the  correct  dates,  ami  many  more  items  of  early 
history." 

Page  391.  It  is  an  error  that  Wisconsin  City,  one  of  the  competing  points  for 
a  Capita!,  was  in  Iowa  county.  Among  the  maps  preserved  by  our  Historical 
Society  is  an  engraved  plal  of  Wisconsin  City,  without  date,  but  made  In  1836, 
19  by  28  inches  in  size,  aud  certified  by  John  Mulled,  L.  S.  Dep.  Surveyor.  It 
shows  that  this  paper  city  was  located  on  the  south  side  of  Wisconsin  river,  on 

sections  eight,  nine  and  seventeen,  township  10,  range  "  east  |  situated  in  a  bend 

of  the  river,  on  a  beautiful  eminence,  commanding  a  splendid  view  of  the  it  ream, 
with  two  long  public  landings  fronting  the  river;  a  public  square  for  Territorial 
use  of  two  blocks;   Franklin,    Lafayette,   and    Washington    Squares,    each  four 

blocks— each  block  280  feet  square;  three  market  pieces*  three  Mo,ks  u\  length, 
and  200  feet  wide;  streets  from  00  to  100  l*H  wide  latino  H.  Tnlnicr.  of  |...»||. 
confirms  this  description,  adding  that  be  visited  the  place  In  ulth  1  vtan  of 
purchasing  the  city— "It  was  then,"  he  says,  "In  Its  nlory.  with  the  staki s  nil 
standing,  or  enough  to  show  the  public  grounds."  The  locality  of  Wisconsin  City 
is  in  the  southwestern  pari  of  the  present  town  of  West  Point,  Columbls  county; 

and  must  not   he  confounded  with  the  paper  pISCS  of  tho  MBAe  mini.-,  nicnt  1.  d 

elsewhere  in  this  volume,  located  on   Rock  liver.   In   KoCM  COUOtJ  .  ttOC  yet  with 

Superior  City,  embracing  the  old  BlSCk  Hawk  battleground,  in  Pane  COUOty,  a 
little  below  Sauk  City.  I  .1 
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Big  Foot,  or  Geneva  Lake,  450. 

Big  Foot  I'rairie,  445,  455. 

Big  Woods  (111.),  455. 

Bill,  l.cdyard,  donor.  1U,  14,  03. 

Billings,  RufuS,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 404. 

Billings,  Seth  M..  Whitewater  pioneer, 
449. 

Binding  fund,  growth  and  condition,  20, 

24.    35-88,    40,    50,  09. 
Bird,   Augustus  A.,  345.  350.  351,  350. 

S71-8T8,   370;   first   sheriff  of  Dane 

county,  478. 
Bird.  J.  N.  IV,  donor.  29.  30. 
Bird,   Prosper  B.,  Madism  pior.e.-r,  380. 

Bird,  Mis.  Prosper  B.,  m  eft  Cloned,  888. 

Bird's   Buins.   or   Marshall,   .'509  .  870. 
Bird,  ZenaS  H.,  Madison  pioneer.  370. 
Btrge,  Wil  lam  and  l..-,ndcr.  Whitewater 

pioneers,  448. 
Bishop,    Miss    — ,    Floral    //<  >„r.  cited. 

228. 

Bishop.  Mis.  Betsey,  noticed,  470 
Bishop,  Solomon.  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 44N. 

Black  lit  irk,  BppOSed  treaty  1804,  M{ 
In    KrltlMli    Intrtvst.    L'sn  ;    war    In-  i- 

dcats,  eff-  ct.  :;7»».  :>n.  4U  |  Nret, 
Green         Aubrtj  uiied.  ill.  118] 

affair  at  Stafford  s.  104  I  PtCfcttOftlM 
light,  405;  Wlsouishi  H SlffatS,  408; 
Bad  Axe.  In?  ;    Grove,  now  ,hmt's\  III,*. 

112,  188;  Bsott'i  treaty.  1882,  182, 

42.'?;  Root  I. land  treaty.  1888,  808, 
307. 

Blnrkmore.  .Tosluh  U  .  Green  county  plo- 

Beer,  4<u,  412. 
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Black  Thunder,  a  Fox  chief,  191. 

Black  Tobacco,  a  Fux  chief,  2S9. 

Blair,  Thomas,  in  Legislature,  39G. 

Blanchard,  — ,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 471. 

Blanchard,  Uufus,  donor,  44,  45,  47. 

Bliss,  John,  mentioned,  273,  274. 

Blodgett,  Caleb,  Beloit  pioneer,  422. 

Blood,  Asa,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
453,  400. 

Bloomfield,  Walworth  county,  4G0,  408 

Blue  Mounds,  344,  345,  347,  349,  353, 
309,  402,  414. 

Boardmau,  S.  I...  donor,  13. 

Bodley,  Miss  11.  L.,  donor,  14,  L'7. 

Boilvin,  Nicholas,  Prairie  du  Chien  pio- 
neer, 190,  203,  2 Go. 

Boner  &.  MeNutt,  early  traders,  402, 
403,  410-11. 

Bonner,  John,  early  miner,  293,  294. 

Boston  Congregational  Association,  donor, 
G3. 

Boston  Idiotic  Children's  Society,  donor, 
03, 

Boston  Public  Library,  donor,  13,  44, 
40,  03. 

Boutillier,   Thomas.    See  Beuthllier. 

Bowman,  — ,  in  Black  I  lawk  War,  407. 

Bowman,  William,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 444,  445,  453. 

Bowne,  J.  I<\,  donor,  44. 

Box,  John,  in  Legislature,  39G. 

Boyd,  John  W.,  mentioned,  437. 

Boyles,  William,  In  Legislature,  39G. 

Boys,  Thomas,  Catena  pioneer,  277. 

Bracken,  Charles,  Mineral  Point  pio- 
neer, 303. 

Bradlee,  C.  I).,  donor,  04. 

Bradley,  Daniel  1:.,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  445. 

Bradley,  J.  P.,  donor,  14. 

Bradley,  Milo  E.  and  II.,  Walworth 
county  pioneers,  407. 

Brady,  Hugh,  visits  Wisconsin,  137. 

Brainard,  Cyrus  and  lOdwin,  Walworth 
county  pioneers,  452. 

Braley,  A.  15.,  tribute  to  llyer,  147. 

Breese,  Li.,  curator,  8-10 «  donor,  44, 
45,  Oil,  ((4. 

Brewer,    i<Mward,    Whitewater  pioneer, 

4  IS,  471. 

Brewster,  Miss  -— ,  early   teacher,  effti 
Brewster,  Deodat,  Walworth  COUQt]  plo 

neer,  150. 
Priard,   William   A.,  donor,   20,  2D. 
Brick,  N„  donor,  51. 
Pi  lgiiam,  Kbeneseer,    pioneer,    808,  848, 

3  17,  348,  351,  ;t!i7,  402,  4  10  j  In  COUD 

ell,  375,  888,  380,  803,  SOS 


Brigham,  Prescott,  mentioned,  477. 
Brink,  John,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
445. 

Printon,  D.  G.,  donor,  44. 

British  Patent  Reports,  11,  12,  24,  26, 
2S,  43,  40. 

British  Bolls'  Office  Publications,  4G. 

Pritton,  Samuel,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 458,  4G4. 

Brown,  — ,  donor,  45. 

Brown,  — ,  Whitewater  speculator  and 
lawyer,   301,   302,  472. 

Brown,  John  and  James,  Walworth 
county  pioneers,  401. 

Brown,  Joseph,  donor,  29. 

Bruce,  John,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 447. 

Bryant,  W.  C,  donor,  04. 

Buck,  Old,  Winnebago  miner,  281,  282. 

Buckland,  Thomas,  Wal  worth  county 
pioneer,  4G1. 

Buckle,  Henry  Thomas,  cited,  02. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  donor,  04. 

Bull.  John,  in  Plack  Hawk  War,  4u4. 

Pullen,  John,  lawyer,  451,  4G_'. 

Punce,  John  and  Maria,  Galena  pio- 
neers, 277. 

Puudy,  J.  M.,  donor,  04. 

Bunnell,  A.  ami  a.  II.,  Walworth  county 
pioneers,  459. 

Burbank,   Sullivan,  mentioned,  27  4. 

Burdlne,  Clark,  noticed,  282. 

Purgett,  Jacob,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 400. 

Burke,  Z.  P.,  Walworth  couuty  pioneer, 
4G2. 

Pinks,  — ,  discovers  Sugar  river  mines, 
4(t2. 

Burnett,    Ellsworth,    killed    by  Indians. 

137,  188,,  4  77. 
Burnett,  Thomas  P.,  mentioned.  80S,  304. 
Purrell,    John,    early    Caleua  smelter. 


donor,  04.  GO 
Walworth    county  pio- 


Burrowe,  Q.  11 
Burton,  Isaac, 
neer,  452. 

Purt,  — .  Walworth  county  pioneer,  454. 

Buahaeii,  D.  s,  donor.  04, 

Puller,  James   D.i  curator,   7  P>  ;  IfMtt 

60. 

Byrne,  J.  A.,  donor.  3.0. 

Calhoun.  Hugh,  lieutenant  In  BaraMw'a 

cavalry.  112. 
Calkins,    B,    A.,    donor.    1»;  BOTatOW*! 

military  itrrlcea,  110;  1*01.  iervlcaa, 

111;  L801,  major  111  tUrttOW*!  cav- 
alry. 112;  promoted  to  lieutenant 
colonel,    US;   tribute  t„  liver,  l«7. 
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Call's  or  Ives'  Grove,  Racine  county, 
420,  431. 

Cahiniet,    Monomonee   village   on  Lake 

Winnebago,  171. 
Calumet,  or  Kennomick,  181. 
Cameron,  — ,  Green  county  pioneer,  413. 
Camp  or  Kemp,  — ,  early  miner,  408, 

430,  431. 

Camp,  Uosea  T.,  in  Legislature,  39G. 

Campbell,  Daniel,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 401,  404. 

Campbell,  Duncan,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  45S. 

Campbell,  George  L.,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  455. 

Campbell,  james,  lieutenant  in  Bar- 
stow's  cavalry,  113. 

Campbell,  J.  XI.,  donor,  18. 

Campbell,  John  W.,  report  on  Carver 
Grant,  250. 

Campbell,  Peter,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 401. 

Campbell,  Robert,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 401. 

Canadian  Government,  donor,  13. 

Can  fie  Id,  W.  II.,  vindicates  Mrs.  Peck, 
342-40. 

Caprons,  Walworth  county  pioneers,  45S. 
Carpenter,  M.  II.,  donor,  27,  44,  45,  03, 
04. 

Carpenter,  Robert,  lieutenant  in  Bar- 
sto.v's  cavalry,  Ij.2. 

Carpenter,  S.  D.,  donor,  21  ;  early  edi- 
tor, 142. 

Carpenter,  S.  II.,  curator,  7-10. 

Carswell,  J.  A.,  donor,  G4,  00. 

Carter,  — ,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
4 58,  459. 

Carver,  Jonathan,  memoir  by  Durrie. 
220;  birth  place  and  ancestry,  220; 
French  war  services,  222,  223,  208 ; 
project  of  Western  exploration,  22;!; 
arrives  at  Mackinaw  and  Green  Ray. 
224  ;  Winnebago  Queen  and  ber  vil 
lage,  224-25  ;  Sauk  village — war- 
riors, 225  ;  visits  the  Foxes,  225  : 
Prairie  du  Chlea,  320;  St.  l'ierres 
or  Perrot's  ruins,  220  ;  Mt.  Trem- 
pealeau, 220-27  ;  ancient  remains,  227  ; 
Lake  Pepin— St.  Croix,  227;  Carver's 
rave,  227-26;  Dakota  burial  pine. 
229;  Falls  of  St.  Anthony.  220-80; 
further  explorations,  280  31  ;  Hie  land 

grant,   231,:   Red   wing's  traditions 

thereon,  190,  21  1,  212  ;  return  trip 
copper,     231  233i     visits  Bnglasd 

closing  years,  234  35;  traits  of  chat 

acter,  230  37  ;  the  giant  DOticed,  288  | 


the  deed,  242;  Meigs  report,  244  ; 
Leavenworth's  letter,  245  ;  Van  Dyke's 
report,  2-17 ;  Campbell's  report,  -50- 
Lcttsum's  certificate,  257  ;  PetciV 
affidavit,  257  ;  Peters'  reply  to  ques- 
tiuns,  258-02  ;  Keyes'  letters,  203,  207  ; 
Andrews'  letters,  2G4,  200;  Peters' 
deposition,  1:07-70. 

Cary,  Alfred,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  429. 

Cary,  R.  R.,   wounded,  429. 

Cassville,  noticed,  304,  305. 

Catlin,  John,  vice-president  of  Society, 
7-10  ;  donor,  17,  44;  stimulated  Wis- 
consin improvements,  33  ;  Madison 
pioneer,  348,  392. 

Cattue,  Indian  chief,  283,  285. 

Cecocton,  or  the  Spring  Deer,  Ottawa* 
105,  100. 

Chadbotrroe,  1'.  A.,  curator,  7,  6  ;  donor, 
12,  14,  27. 

Chambers,  Talbot,  mentioned,  203. 

Chambers,  T.  W.,  donor,  40. 

Chance,  David  ft.,  in  Legislature,  39G. 

Champion,  William  l>.,  douor,  24. 

Chupin,  John,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 457,  400,  4  75. 

Chapin,  William  I).,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  401. 

Chapman,  C.  B.,  cited,  357,  358. 

Chapman,  Chandler  P.,  curator,  9,  In; 
donor,  44,  40;  II ie  member,  50;  con- 
tributes facts,  391. 

Chapman,  Silas,  douor,  17,  2S,  59,  01.  03. 

Charles  the  Rold.   ineutioued,  52. 

Charlevoix,  cited,  228. 

Chase,  G.  15.,  donor,  27. 

chase,  tj.  a.,  donor,  51. 

Chase,  Isaac  P.,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 401. 

Chase,   S.   L.,   donor,   Walworth  county 

pioneer,  50. 
Chcmiii  river.  381. 

Cheney,  — ,  Walworth  county  piouecr, 
471. 

CbeetebrOj  C.  C,  Wa;  worth  county  pio- 
neer, 146. 

Cheesebro,    Lbcnezer,    founder    of  Deaf 

and  Dumb  Asylum.  453. 
Chicago.  1M2  massacre.   181  ;  in  lMT, 
IT'.t.  ISO. 

Chicago  1'ranklln   Soeleiy.  donor.  45 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  donor,  1 7. 44. 

45,  03  ;  condition.  :;»',.  37. 

Chicago  I  v  w  Railway,  loaatt  ftfe 

Chief  of  V.   S.    Fngino.ri*,  donor.  03 

chiids.  Bbtmaaar,  i «i  Lagiatata  ra>  Ni 

Church.    Cyrus    and    J.    C.  Walworth 

county  pioneers,  101, 
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Cincinnati  Public  Library,  donor,  63,  64. 
City   of  the   Four  Lakes,  367-69,  395, 

397-99,  477. 
Claim  difficulties,  360-61,  454,  458,  460, 

471. 

Claim  Society,  Sauk  county,  361. 

Clark,  Darwin,  Madison  pioneer,  348, 
359,  372,  376. 

Clark;  George,  donor,  46. 

Clark,  Isaac,  noticed,  344. 

Clark,  J.  C.  C,  donor,  45. 

Clark,  John  H.,  donor,  30. 

Clark,  Reuben,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 464. 

Clark,  Rufus,  Whitewater  pioneer,  449. 

Clark,  Satterlee,  portrait,  17  ;  mentioned, 
34-4. 

Clark,  S.  C,  donor,  12. 

Clark,  William,  Quash -qua-mie's  speech 
to,  192  ;  Forsyth's  letter  to,  215  ;  com- 
missions One-Eyed  Sioux,  201 ;  makes 
Black  Tobacco  a  chief,  289. 

Clarke,  IJenry,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 452,  471,  475. 

Clarke,  II.  W.,  early  Whitewater  law- 
yer, 4  <  2. 

Clarke,  Joseph  A.,  Whitewater  pioneer, 
449. 

Clarke,  Robert,  series  on  Western  his- 
tory, 14  ;  donor,  12,  14,  15,  27,  44, 
45,  63. 

Clarke,  T.  C,  donor,  63. 

Clarke,  T.,  donor,  12. 

Clarno,  Andrew,  Green  county  pioneer, 
402,  412. 

Clement,  Jabesh  T.,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  404,  405, 

Clergymen,  early,  of  Walworth  county, 
453,  457,  471. 

Clifford,  — ,   portrait  of  Clark,  17. 

CI  iff  ton,  on  Lake  Winnebago,  391. 

Clinton,  E.  I).,  stimulated  Internal  im- 
provements, 33. 

Cloptou,  — ,  early   trader,  411. 

Clothier,  Charles  T.,  lieutenant  In 
Barstow's  cavalry,  113. 

Clyman,  James,  wounded  by  Indians, 
137,  13S,  477. 

Coast  Survey  Bureau,  donor.  46. 
Cobi»,  Atnasa,  photograph,  60. 
Coddlngtpn,  Erastus,  Bock  county  pto 

neer,  4  24. 

Coin  and  currency,  In  cabinet,  IS,  29, 
51,  65. 

Colden's  Indian  ttaUons,  cited,  240. 

Cole,  Luther  A.,  cited,  177. 

Coleman,  Horace,  Walworth  county  pto 

neer,  464  ;  Madison  pioneer,  477. 


Collins  &  Camp,  or  Kemp,  early  traders, 
408,  430,  431. 

Collins,  J.  F.,  donor,  19. 

Colton,  A.  D.,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 458. 

Columbus,  Christopher,  letter  of,  14,  15. 

Commissioners  of  British  Patent  Office, 
donors,  11. 

Compton,  Joseph,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  448. 

Comstock,  N.,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 448. 

Conkey,  Theodore,  captain  in  Barstow's 
cavalry,  113-115. 

Connecticut,  adjutant  general,  donor, 
12,  27;  Historical  Society,  donor,  45; 
State,  donor,  27. 

Conover,  O.  M,  curator,  7-10. 

Cooper,  J.  B.,  donor,  12. 

Copper  region,  Lake  Superior,  102,  233  ; 
mines,  near  Mineral  Point,  355. 

Corbeau.    See  Little  Crow. 

Cornell,  Ezra,  donor,  44. 

Cornish  family,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neers, 454. 

Cornwall,    Madison    W.,    in  Legislature, 

396,  4  34. 
County  pre-emption,  432.  444-45. 
Courier  des  Etats  Vnis,  cited,  319,  320, 
Covalle,  — ,  early  Dane  county  trapper, 

377. 

Cowcll,  Charles,  donor,  27. 

Cox,  James  P.,  in  Legislature,  395,  396. 

Cox,  S.  C,  donor,  27,  63. 

Craig,  A.  J.,  donor,  26,  44. 

Craig,  Thomas  L\,  capture  of  Peoria, 
1S8,   196,  197. 

Grain,  William  D.,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 464. 

Cravath,    Prosper,    Whitewater  pioneer, 

449,  470,  471. 
Crawford,  JcfTersou,  early  miner.  194, 
Crawford,  'Squire,  Sauk  counly  pioneer, 

361. 

C  reason,  Elliott,  benefactor,  36. 

Crocker,  Rani,  stimulates  Internal  Im- 
provements. 33. 

Crocker,  (toll  la,  henttoned, 

Crocker,   J.   R.,   doimr,  51. 
Croffut,  WilUam  A  ,  curator,  7,  8;  dooor, 
27,  45. 

Crooks,  Uamsny.  mentioned.  264. 
Crosby.  U    ■  .  donor.  12.  I  I.  19 
Crosw.ll,    <  aleb.    Walworth   county  pio- 
neer. 144k 

Cruser.  Walworth    county  pioneer, 

457,  IMi 
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Culver,  J.  O.,  curator,  9,  10;  notice  of 

Mitchell  bust,  by,  49,  50. 
Curbo.    See  Little  Crow. 
Currau,  James    and    Henry,  Walworth 

county  pioneers,  401. 
Curtis,    A.,    Walworth    county  pioneer, 

458. 

Curtis,  E.       donor,  19,  51. 

Curtiss,  — ,  Indian  interpreter,  2S3,  2S4. 


Dalbey,  — ,  in  Black  Hawk  War,  415. 
Dallam,  James  B.,  in  Legislature,  395. 
390. 

Dalton,  John  and  Charles,  Walworth 
county  pioneers,  461. 

Dalzell,  J.  M.,  donor,  04. 

Dammon,  J.  D.,  capLain  iu  Barstow's 
cavalry,  112. 

Dane  county,  naming  of,  388-93 ;  first 
officers,  477,  478. 

Dane,  Nathan,  mentioned,  390,  392,  393. 

Daniels,  — ,  of  Cassville,  303,  304. 

Daniels,  Jason,  lieutenant  In  Barstow's 
cavalry,  112. 

Darien,  Walworth  county,  447. 

Darling,  Enoch  G.,  Jefferson  county  pio- 
neer, 139,  477. 

Davenport,  George,  mentioned,  lvl,  193, 
275. 

David,  Alexander  E.,  captain  in  Bar- 
stow's cavalry,  112. 

Davies,   J.   E  ,   donor,  44. 

Davis, — .  Walworth  county  pioneer,  453. 

Davis,  Booth  B.,  Walworth  counly  pio- 
neer, 461. 

DavK  Jeffersott,  mentioned,  407. 

Davis,  R.  E.,  donor,  51. 

Davis,  W.  H.  H.,  donor,  44. 

Dayton,  E.,  Wal  worth  county  pioneer, 
401. 

Dean,  E\  B.,  curator,  7-10;  donor,  27; 

receiver,  Lake  Superior,  142. 
Deau,  J.  Ward,  donor,  27. 
Dean,  N.   W.,  mentioned,  373. 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Instltule,  origin  of.  488, 

DelCaurya,    Winnebago   cidefs,  noticed, 

2L'4,  348. 

DeLancy,  Thomas,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 101. 
Deleplalne  &  Burdtck,  donors,  24, 
Delaplalne,  George   P.,  curator,  7  i<»; 

first  surveyor   of   I>ane  county.  ITS; 

Madison  pioneer,  881. 
Delavan,  Walworth  i  ounty,  152 
Dennis,  William  M  ..  dud.  it: 


Dennison,  — ,  of  Cassville,  303. 
Dennisou,  Charles  It.,  first  born,  Green 

county,  413. 
Del'eyster,  J.  W.,  donor,  13,  G3,  G4. 
Perry,  Thomas,    captain    in  Barstow's 

cavalry,  113. 
Deviese,  William,  Green  county  pioneer, 

401-411. 
DeYllliers,  Xeyon,  noticed,  470. 
Dewey,  Nelson,  mentioned,  97. 
Dickinson,   James  E.,  Walworth  county 

pioneer.  401. 
Dickson,  Robert,  mentioned,  201,  218. 
Dlsbrow,  — ,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
451. 

Distillery,  in  Walworth  county,  457. 
Disturnell,  J.,  donor,  12,  14. 
Dodge,  A.  C.j  vice-president  Society,  8- 

10  ;  donor,  17,  10. 
Dodge,     Henry,     mentioned,    97,     303 ; 
Indian  war  incidents,  effects  of,  370, 
871,  444  ;  conference  at  Four  Lakes, 
890  ;  affair  at  Spafford's,  404;  Force, 
Green  and  Aubrey,  414-15;  Peckaton- 
ica    fight,    -*05  ;    Wisconsin  Heights. 
400;  Bad  Axe.  40T  ;  treaty  with  Sauks 
and   Foxet,   30G,  3071;   Indian  alarm, 
4T0;  portrait,  by  Marine,   17;  rustic 
chair,  19;  bust,  by  Knowles,  54. 
Dodge,  William,  series  on  American  his- 
tory, 14. 
Doe,  William  H.,  donor,  80. 
Doollttlc.   J.   K  ,   vice  president  Society, 
7-10;    donor,    12;    resigns  judgeship, 
439. 

Dorr,  E.  1'.,  donor,  45. 
Doty,  Charles,  cited,  393. 
Doty,  Janus  D,  early  life  and  parent- 
nge,  893-04;  mentioned.  345,  348.  349, 
351.  350.    359,  ;iti<>.    WT,    373.  374; 
named    Madi.son    and     Dane  (.unity, 
::s'.)!i»;   location   of  the  capltol.  Mi- 
90;    interest    In    Cdy    of    the  Four 
Lakes,   300;   chosen   delegate   to  Con- 
gress,   1174  :    governor,    residence  lu 
Madison.  181 
Dougherty.  John,  and  son,  early  trndeia. 

404.  4o7.  4<»s 
I  »ougherl  .v.    llobcrt.    Mlucrnl    Mftl  pio- 
neer. :<t»:t. 

Douglass.  Christopher.  Walworth  county 

plcio •«  i .  144,  108,  l.'.T.  4T."i 
I  lousman.  HefCttlef  1   i  •<  alb  of,  2  I 
DO  Well,  B    l\.  donor.  01.  00 
Dowse,  Thomas,  benefactor,  Ml 
Mjfte,  Thomas,  (inlenn  pioneer.  277. 
1  Make.  .1    M  .  donor,  40 
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Draper,  Lyman  C,  cor.  sec.  Society,  7-10  ; 
donor,  14,  20,  44,  45,  48,  03  ;  portrait 
of,  18  ;  offers  vote  of  thanks  to  Lap- 
ham,  09;  services  recognized,  70;  reso- 
lutions on  Hopkins,  85 ;  sketch  of 
Hyer,  130  ;  sketch  of  De  Villiers,  470  ; 
notes,  historical  and  explanatory,  102, 
108,  113,  114,  116,  131,  137,  139,  154, 
100,  171,  174,  176,  179,  181,  188,  192, 
198,  201,  212,  219,  221,  222,  224,  228, 
231,  234,  230,  239,  240,  240,  250,  252, 
254,  208,  209,  271,  272,  274,  275,  279- 
282,  289,  293,  296,  299,  306,  341-344, 
347-350,  353,  356-359,  365,  369-370, 
372,  373,  379-381,  383,  387,  389,  391, 
393,  394,  397,  401,  400,  407,  410,  411, 
417,  419,  423,  427-429,  431-434,  430- 
441,  445,  452,  400,  472,  475,  477,  478. 

Drummond's  Island,  103,  289. 

Dubuque,  Julien,  and  mines,  194. 

Duck  Lake,  450,  458,  459. 

Duncan,  John,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  402. 

Dunn,  Charles,  Territorial  judge,  379. 

Dunning,  William  H.,  Norman  and  Wil- 
liam, Walworth  county  pioneers,  404. 

Durkee,  Charles,  memoir  of,  07,  123; 
in  Legislature,   390,  433. 

Durkee,    Harvey,    meutioned,  134. 

Durrie,  Daniel  S.,  librarian  Society,  7- 
10;  donor,  13,  14,  44,  45;  index  to 
American  pedigrees,  15 ;  memoir  of 
Carver,  07,  120 ;  services  recognized, 
70. 

Durrie,  Miss  Isabel,  cataloguing  Library, 
48,  07. 

Dwinnell,  S.  A.,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 457,  459. 

Dyer,  Charles,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
459,  404. 

Dyke,  Isaiah,  Walworth  county  pioneer. 
404. 


Earl,  Warner,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 

445,  449,  472. 
Early  mail  facilities,  138,  ISO,  270,  138, 

450. 

Easterly,  George,  Walworth  county  plo 
aeer,  454. 

K;i.stnian,  II.  E.,  author  of  Lost  Prince 

.story,  337-42. 
East  Troy,  Walworth  county,  460,  166. 

Eaton,  Isaac,  donor,  80. 

Eaton,  J.  II.,  donor,  (i  I. 

Edes,  II.  H.i  donor,  6  1 

Edgerton,  V:.  \\\,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  177 

Editorial  Association,  Wisconsin  offlcen 

Iftbograpned,  l".'  i  donor,  60 
Bdwa  ids,  John,  n  1 Ij  miner,  204. 


Edwards,  Julius,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 453,  475. 

Edwards,  Ninian  W.,  donor,  44. 

Ehle,  Marshall  M:,  lieutenant  in  Bar- 
stow's  cavalry,  113. 

Elderkin,  Edward,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 467,  471,  472. 

Eldredge,  C.  A.,  donor,  14. 

Elk  Grove,  subterranean  stream,  298.  - 

Elkhorn,    Walworth    county,    407,  468. 

Ellis,  Albert  G.,  cited  and  referred  to, 
331,  333,  334,  341,  442;  naming  and 
location  of  capital,  389,  390 ;  in 
Legislature,  395,  396. 

Elwood,  G.  De  Witt,  memoir  of,  67,  87- 
92. 

Emerald  Grove,  named,  424. 

Emonson,  A.,  donor,  05. 

Engle,  Peter  Hill,  speaker  of  Legislature, 

395,  390. 
Essex  Institute,  donor,  13,  27. 
Estabrook,  Experience,  noticed,  458,  472. 
Estiu,  — ,  of  Cassvllle,  303,  305. 
Eugene,  J.  B.,  donor,  45. 
Ewings,  O.  G.,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 

454. 

Exeter  Village,  or  Diggings,  402-404, 
407,  408,  412. 


Pagan,  Richard,  Walworth  couuty  pio- 
neer, 401. 
Faiichild,  CaS8iU8,  portrait,  20, 
Fairchild,  J.  C,  portrait,  29;  state  treas- 
urer, 100. 

Fairchild,  Lucius,  curator,  7-10  ;  kind 
offices  recognised,  81,  48,  G8 ;  donor, 
14,  20,  44,  45,  01. 

Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  described,  20G-7, 

229-30. 

Farley,  Michael,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 401. 

Farasworth,  William,  early  mill  of,  4-9. 

Farr,  Asa  \Y.,  quartermaster  lu  Harrow's 
c;i  val  ry.  122 ;  mentloiied,  H'.S 

Farrar,  Amos,  Indlau  trailer,  275,  2S8, 
293. 

Farrar,  T.,  donor,  27. 

Farrlbault.      .  mentioned.  203,  200 

Fai  well,    L.    J.,    vice  president  Society. 

7-10;  portrait  of,  29;  admlnlstrat  lM 

of,  101. 

Psatherstonhangfe,  g    w.  cited,  ntj 

noticed.  :u;t  r.o.  :;:.s.  m\:\. 
Fellow*,  T  II  .  Walworth  county  pioneer. 

101. 

Ferguson,  Andrew,  Walworth  county  plo 
neer,  455 

Ferguson,  (Jcoigc.  caily  miner.  294.  29.Y 
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Fernandez,  D.  W.,  mentioned,  143. 
Ferris,   Charles  O.,   lieutenant  in  Ear- 

stow's  cavalry,  112. 
Feuling,  J.  B.,  donor,  27. 
Field,  Richard  S.,  commends  the  Society, 

23. 

Field,    Stephen   and   Martin,  Walworth 

county  pioneers,  4G7. 
Field,  T.  ft.,  donor,  44. 
Firmin,  F.  II.,  curator,  7-9 ;  recording 

secretary,  10. 
Fisher,    D.,   donor,  44. 
Fiske,  A.  A.,  donor,  13. 
Fitts,  J.  II.,  donor,  27. 
Flat-boatmen,  •early  wages,  409. 
Fletcher,  John  A.,  Rock  county  pioneer, 

421,  425. 

Fletcher,  Pony,  in  Black  Hawk  War,  414. 
Foley,  John,  in  Council,  395. 
Follmer,   George,   Rock  county  pioneer, 
427. 

Foote,  IL,  cited,  432. 

Force,  George,  lieutenant,  killed  in  Black 

Hawk  War,  414-15. 
Force,  M.  P.,  donor,  29. 
Force,  Peter,  photographs,  29. 
Forster,  E.  J.,  donor,  44. 
Forsyth,  Robert,  donor,  20,  188. 
Forsyth,  Thomas,  Mss.  of,  20,  188  ;  sketch 

of,  188;  Journal  to  St.  Anthony,  188; 

letter  to  Clark,  215;  cited,  240,  269. 
Fort    Armstrong,    mentioned,    200,  209, 

215,  300. 

Fort  Atkinson,  mentioned,  139,  40G,  407, 
477. 

Fort  Blue  Mounds,   414,  415. 
Fort  Edwards,  mentioned,  190,  219,  274, 
278,  279. 

Fort  Gratiot,  mentioned,  154,  155. 
Fort  Hamilton,  mentioned,  404,  405. 
Fort  Snclling,  mentioned,  200,  205,  211, 
21G,  217. 

Fort   Winnebago,   mentioned,    137,  407, 
415. 

Foster,    Alvin,     Jefferson     county  pio- 
neer, 139. 
Foster,  C.  A.,  donor,  18. 

Foster,  Dwlgbt,  Jefferson  county  pioneer, 

139,  477. 
Foster,  E.  J.,  donor,  04. 

Foulston,    Thomas,    Walworth  county 

pioneer,  461. 
Four  l  alee  <  lompany,  389, 
Four  Lukes,  favorite  Indian  region,  ;t7o, 

391. 

Fowler,  — ,  mentioned,  268,  264. 
Fowler,  D.  W.,  donor,  i ».  67, 
Fowler,  J.  m.,  donor,  G5. 
Fowler,  W.  < '.,  donor,  1 i 


Fox,  George,  Walwortb  county  pioneer, 

407,  475. 
Fox  Indians.    See  Indians. 
Prank,  M.,  sketch  of  Durkee,  07,  123. 
French's  History  and  Statistics  of  Veto 

York,  cited,  221. 
F'uller,  Isaac,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 

459. 

Fuller,  N.  W.,  donor,  5u. 
Pulton,  A.  R.,  donor,  45. 
Punk's  Block-house,  411. 


Gale,  George,  donor,  12;  Walwortb 
county  pioneer,  407  ;  work  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  15,  224  ;  deaib, 
21. 

Galena,  early  settlement,  271-296. 

Game,  iu  Walworth  county,  465,  466. 

Gardner,  Palmer,  Walwortb  county  pio- 
neer, 400,  403,  4G4. 

Garrottson,   Israel,  Galena  pioueer,  L'77. 

Garrison,  W.  P.,  donor,  63,  66. 

Gaston,  A.,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
471,  475. 

Gelsse,  C,  donor,  27. 

Geneva  Lake,  450. 

Geneva,  Walworth  county,  454. 

Ocntlcmcn's  Magazine,  cited,  236. 

Gentry,  Jnmes  IL,  Mineral  Point  pio- 
neer, 303. 

Geology  of  Lake  Superior,  156.  158, 
159,  162,  164  ;  of  Wisconsin,  170. 

George,  Edward  R.,  donor,  30. 

George,  Jacob,  Madison  pioneer,  380. 

George,  R.  F.,  donor,  27,  51. 

Georgia  Historical  Soc  iety,  donor,  12,  27, 
46,  64. 

Ghtrardim,  A.,  donor,  44. 

Geisler,  JullOS,  lieutenant  In  Barstows 
cavalry.  118; 

Giles,  — ,  Walwortb  county  pioneer,  471. 

(Jill.  B.  C,    Walwortb  county  pioneer.  161 

Gillespie,  George,  Walwortb  county  pio- 
neer, 464. 

Oilman,  <;..  donor,  ST. 

GllplB,  Henry  IV,  bom-factor.  3<V 
QleO,  — ,  meut  lulled  486. 
Glosser.  Frnnlc.  donor.  U.V 
Godfrey,   Levi,   Undue  county  Sjotttf, 
4  19.  423. 

Godfrey,  Thorns  s^  Walworth  iwttt]  pit 

neer.  451.  452. 
Coldtliwalte.  N    |  ,  doio-r.  is 
OOOdnoW,  William.  <f.'ii,»r.  18 

Goodaett,  C.  m.  Vfnlwwtfti  iMftty  pis 

nee i.  466  458.  47G. 
Goodaell,  Henry,  lleuteoani  la  Bsratovr'i 

<  a  I  airy,  1 1 2. 
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Goodsell,  Lewis  B.,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  455,  475. 

Goodwin,  W.  B4.,  donor,  44,  50,  51. 

Gordon,  Mrs.  W.  J.,  donor,  51. 

Goss,  E.  II.,  donor,  44. 

Graham,  Christopher,  donor,  27. 

Grant,  — ,  early  Walworth  county  law- 
yer, 472. 

Gratiot,  Charles,  mentioned,  157. 

Graves,  Gaylord,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 445,  4GG. 

Gray,  Alexander  T.,  mentioned,  106. 

Gray,  Harman,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 453,  471. 

Gray,  II.  L.  donor,  27. 

Gray,   W.   If  ,  donor,  44. 

Green  Ray,  Gorrell's  surrender,  1703, 
224  ;  mentioned,  1817,  100,  1G7  ;  tide 
there,  1G9. 

Qretn  Bay  Intelligencer.  137. 

Green,  Emerson,  killed  in  Black  Hawk 
War,  414,  415. 

Green,  John,  commanding  Fort  Winne- 
bago, 137. 

Greene,  S.  A.,  donor,  44,  45,  03. 

Griffin,  Daniel,  Delanson  and  Reuben, 
Walworth  county  pioneers,  4GG. 

Griffin,  Daniel,  Delanson  and  Reuben, 
440,  458. 

Griffin,  N.,  donor,  03. 

Grignou,  Aughstin,  cited,  250. 

Guernsey.  Orrin,  History  Rock  County, 
cited,   423,   427,  432. 

Gnrnee,  J.  D.,  curator,  7-10. 


Hackett,    Abram,    Whitewater  pioneer, 
449. 

Hail,    Augustus    O,    quartermaster  in 

Barslow's  cavalry,  112. 
Hall,  Lemuel.  Walworth  county  pioneer, 

457-459,   471,  475. 
Hamilton.   Allan,  Walworth  county  pio- 

neor,  406. 

Hamilton,  Charles,  Whitewater  pioneer, 
448. 

Hamilton,  Isaiah,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, -105. 

Hamilton.    William    S.,    Wisconsin  pio- 
neer, 303,  104. 

Hamlin,  — ,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
459. 

Hand,  .1.  P.,  donor,  0.1. 

Hands    family,    Walworth    county  pio- 
neers,  4  02 

Ffaney,  Berry,  mentioned,  :us,  878. 
Hanson,  John  11. ,  Lost  Prtnoe,  .".00,  a  12 

Hardships   and   privations,   486,    168  f€ 
473-75. 


Ilarkuess  family,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neers, 459. 

Harness,  Levi,  Bock  county  pioneer,  417, 
418,  420,  427. 

Harrington,  P.  G.,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 453. 

Harrington,  Riley,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 459. 

Harris,  Alfred,  donor,  30. 

Harris,  Caleb,  Walwurth  county  pioneer, 
451. 

Harris,  D.  Smith,  Galena  pioneer,  277. 

Harris,  F.  D.,  donor,  1*7,  44. 

Harris.  James.  Galena  pioneer,  277.  203. 

Harrison,  — ,  In  Black  Hawk  War,  4u5. 

Harrison,  J.  Scott,  donor,  14. 

Hart,  C.  II.,  domu-.  04. 

Hartwell,  I'hlpps  and  Daniel,  Walwortb 

county  pioneers,  459. 
Harvard  College,  donor,  27,  04. 
Harvey,  Mrs.  Cordelia,  Orphan's  Home, 

70,  78. 

Harvey,  L.  I\,  vetoes  swamp  land  bill,  89. 

Harvey,  Salomon,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 450,  404. 

Hasklns,  D.  G.,  donor,  27. 

Hastings,  S.  D.  curator,  7-xo  ;  doDor,  13, 
14,  20;  memoir  of  Elwood,  07,  S7  ; 
Offers  resolutions,  70.  85. 

Ha  user,  J.  F.,  donor.  :.u. 

Hawes,  Morris  P.,  Walworth  couuty  plo 
neer,  448. 

Hawks,  F.  L„  mentioned.  310,, 881. 

Hawley,  A.,  donor,  12,  44. 

Hawthorn,  James,  Green  county  ploueer, 
402,  403,  400-13, 

Hayden,  S.,  donor,  28. 

Hay-pee-dan,  a  friendly  Sioux,  2ul. 

[tassel  Qreen,  early  lead  di«-,.verv.  L'93, 
20 1 . 

Heart  Fralrle,  4  19. 

Heath,  James,  Rock  county  pioneer,  422, 
4  24. 

Hebron,  early  settlement  of,  477. 
Helms.  William,  donor.  l'0. 

Hemenway,  Miss  ,\.  m  .  doaor,  45. 

Hemminway.    A.   A.,    Walworth  COOTtf 

pioneer,  4oi.  400. 

Hmmlmvay,  Dr.  \  Mrs     — ,  mentioned. 

ir.o. 

Henderson,  — ,  Walworth  cooata  plqmfi 

171. 

llendrlckson,  L..  « ] •  > tt , > r.  80. 

Meaning,  1  '.en  jam  1  n  0.,  moJoc  in  n»r 
stow'i  caTAlry,  1 1  _'.  1 LO 

Henry,  .lames  I>  .  in  IUack  Hawk  War. 
|(>5. 

Henry.   Wll'l.im.    Mimi.il   Fdut  plUHWy 

808, 


488 


Index 


Hewett,   Christopher,   Walworth  county 

pioneer,  401. 
Heyd,  C.  W.f  artist,  G4. 
Hibbard,  George  and  Elias  II.,  Walworth 

county  pioneers,  460,  475. 
Hickman,  Lewellyn,  at  Prairie  du  Chien, 

263,  265. 
Hicks,  D.  I!.,  donor,  45. 
Hicks,  Elias,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 

459. 

Hilgard,  J.  E.,  donor,  12. 

Hill,  James  L.,  curator,  7-10. 

Hill,  Thomas,  Madison  pioneer,  381. 

Hill,  Thomas  W.,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 458. 

Hills,  L.  B.,  donor,  27. 

Hinman's  Crtnealoyy  of  Puritans,  cited 
221. 

Hobbins,  Joseph,  curator,  7-10. 
Hodgson,  John,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
445. 

Hogs,  introduced  into  Walworth  county, 
451,  408,  465. 

Holden,  C.  A.,  donor,  45,  64. 

Holden,  P.  Ai.,  donor,  27,  63. 

Holden,  James'  and.  Nathan,  Walworth 
county  pioneers,  454. 

Ilollinshead,  William,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  446,  452. 

Holmes,  A.  T.,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  477. 

Holmes,  John  William,  and  Thomas, 
Hock  county  pioneers,  422,  427,  428. 

Holt,  Charles,  donor,  30. 

Holt,  David,  donor,  13,  51. 

Homans,  J.  S.,  donor,  44. 

Honorie,  T.,  Indian  interpreter,  218. 

Hoppin,  Kichard,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 449. 

Hopkins,  B.  F.,  Qvnov,  12,  14,  26;  life 
and  services,  71  ;  portrait  of,  61. 

Hopkins,  Join)  E.,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 464. 

Ho-po-ko-e  kaw,  Winnebago  Queen,  224. 
Horner,  John  S.,  donor,  51  ;  mentioned, 
429. 

llosmer,  Eleury  and  George,  Wisconsin 
pioneers,  477. 

Hough,  l\  15.,  donor,  12,  14,  17,  393. 

Houghton  family,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neers, 454. 

House,  Leonard,  lieutenant  In  BarstOW'l 

cavalry,  1 12. 
Hovey,  Thomas,  Walworth  county  plo 

neer,  458, 

Howe,  .lames  II.,  00  Lot!  Trlnee,  389  II 
Howe,  T.  ().,  donor,   1 2,   11,  27,   1  I.  15, 

03,;   on   Hopkins,  7'.);  on   Lost    1  •  1  iii.  <  . 

339-41. 


Iloyt,  Benjamin,  Simon,  Avery,  and  Ben- 
jamin Jr.,  Walworth  county  pioneers, 
464. 

Iloyt,  Oilman,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
464. 

Iloyt,  J.  W.,  donor,  2U,  44,  63. 

Hubbard,  E.,  donor,  51. 

Hudson,  Charles,  donor,  13. 

Huff  brothers,   mentioned,  462,  463. 

Humes'  Perry,  Rock  river,  369,  432,  434. 

Hume,  John  P.,  tribute  to  Hyer,  140. 

Humphrey,  A.  A.,  donor,  44. 

Humphrey,  Joseph  and  James,  Walworth, 
county  pioneers,  448. 

Hunnlwell,  J.  P.,  donor,  44,  46. 

Hunt,  Benson,  Galena  pioneer,  277. 

Hunt,  — ,  Walworth  county  pioneer,  471. 

Hunter,  Edward  M.,  memoir  of  B.u>iow, 
03;  Barstow's  private  secretary,  162. 

Hunter,  George,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 447. 

Iluribut,  II.  H.,  donor,  65. 

Hustislord,  mentioned,  137. 

Hutchinson,  B.  E.,  donor,  19. 

Hyer,  George,  vice-presldc-nt  Society,  8- 
10;  sketch  of,  136;  character  of,  150; 
Madison  pioneer,  376,  377. 

Hyer,  Joseph  Keyes,  mentioned,  144. 

Ilynes,  George  W.  and  William,  Galena 
pioneers,  274,  291. 


Illinois,  State,  donor,  lid 

Indian  mounds,  227,  468. 

Indian  names,  meaning,   164,   181,  419. 
424,  450. 

Indiana,  State,  donor,  26. 

Indians,  and  Indian  events;  1766,  Winin 
bago  Queen,  L'LM,  225 1  1766,  Sauks 
and  Foxes,  strength  of,  etc,  225;  1766, 
Sioux,  noticed  by  Carver.  227-31  ;  1812, 
Chicago  massacre,  181;  1814,  Prairie: 
du   Chien   affairs.   L'ol  ;    1817.  Noquet 

and  Ottawa  Indiana,  168,  m>h.  imt, 

Ce-coe-ton,  or  The  Spring  Deer,  165, 
100;  isi7,  Toman,  afonomonee  Chief, 
189,  171,  172;  1817.  Mononioneo  vil- 
lage on  Lake  Winnebago.  171  ;  1  s  1  7 . 
Indian    habits    and    ounluius.    171  7 "J  ; 

1M7.  1'ot  in  watt \ntios  ni  Milwaukee, 
17."i  7(1;  Indians  DOMOtl  Do  high  qual- 
ities, 177  ;  religious  and  ciTll  j • .  M t y . 
178-79;  l'ol  lawn  t  tamles  south  of  I  nko 

Michigan,  182 ;  1818  19,  [ndlani  ki  ltd 

at  Bear  creek,  191,  193.  216;  1SIW 
<»unhh  qua  mb\  Sank  chief,  P.»J,  \U'A  ; 
The  I. a  nee.  a  Sank  chief.  102.  193. 
218;  land  formerly  ceil.nl  to  pike.  I  Ml. 
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201  ;  Wa-ba-sha  or  the  Leaf,  Sioux 
chief,  197,  2  02-204,  217,  2  50,  2  63, 
265,  266 ;  Red  Wing,  Sioux  chief, 
199,  204,  211,  212,  217,  240,  250- 
252,  254,  263,  205,  266  ;  Red  Wing's 
son,  197,  198,  204,  217;  Indian  for- 
giveness, 198;  Little  Crow,  Sioux 
chief,  205,  213,  217,  252,  254,  263, 
266  ;  One-Eyed  Sioux,  201,  216,  217  ; 
•Pinichon  and  White  Bustard,  chiefs, 
205,  207,  217 ;  The  Six,  and  other 
chiefs,  206,  218  ;  the  Sioux,  character 
of,  212-15 ;  generous  and  confiding, 
212;  poor,'  indolent,  drunken,  212; 
war  policy — cowards,  213 ;  customs 
essentially  Jewish,  214  ;  Indian  affairs 
mismanaged,  214  ;   Sauks  and  Foxes. 

190,  191  ;  Black  Thunder,  Fox  chief. 

191,  2S0  ;  Big  Eagle,  Sauk  chief,  191, 
215;  The  Kettle,  Fox  chief,  197; 
Winnebagoes  fire  on  Capt.  Whistler, 
219 ;  1822,  Sauks  and  Foxes  oppose 
whites  coming  to  lead  mines,  272-73, 
280;  Winnebagoes  mining  lead,  281- 
82  ; 'troubles,  Cattue,  283-85,  288-9(1: 
Sauks  and  Foxes  sell  mining  privileges, 
280;  Yellow  Bank,  chief,  280;  Keo- 
kuk, 280,  300,  307 ;  Black  Tobacco, 
Fox  chief,  289 ;  Black  Hawk,  289 ; 
1832,  Dodge's  conference  with  Winne- 
bagoes, 399  ;  affair  at  Spafford's,  404  ; 
Force,  Green  and  Aubrey,  killed,  414- 
15 ;  Beekatonica  fight,  405 ;  Wiscon- 
sin Heights,  406;  Bad  Axe,  407;  inci- 
dents, effects  of  war,  370,  371,  444  ; 
1835,  Burnett  killed,  Clyman  wounded, 
338,  477  ;  Indian  town  at  junction  of 
Rock  river  and  Whitewater,  477  ;  1836, 
Big  Foot  and  Pottawatt  amies  in  Wal- 
worth county,  450,  465;  Indian  (lis 
turbances,  137-38,  477;  Rock  Island 
treaty,  cession  of  lands,  306,  307 ; 
1846,  Indian  alarm,  470. 

Ingraham,  Arthur  B.,  in  Council,  395. 
Inman,  John,  Rock  county  pioneer,  427. 
Interior  Department,  donor,  12,  43,  63. 
Iowa  Historical  Society,  37,  45,  63. 
Irvin,  David,  noticed,  378,  379,  "4  16.  117 

Irwin,  Alexander  .1.,  in  Legislature,  898. 

Ives,   F.   B.,   sculptor  of   Mitchell  bust, 
49,  50. 


.lanes,   Henry   F.,   mentioned,    116,  117, 

4U3 ;  reminiscences)  426 
.lanes,  John,  mentioned,  180. 
Janeaville,  early  Bettlemem  of,  426  180 
January,  Thomas  II.,  ~7.r>,  290. 

Jarvls,  lldward,  donor,  SO,   II.  48. 
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Jay,  Miss  E.  C,  donor,  46,  63. 

Jefferson,  Beverly,  donor,  03. 

Jefferson  county,  Rock  River  Claim  Com- 
pany, 139,  477;  no  Indians  killed 
there,  139,  477. 

Jefferson,  early  settlement  of,  477. 

Jenkins,  Thomas,  in  Black  Hawk  War, 
402,  410. 

Jenkins,  Warren  L.,  in  Legislature,  396. 

Jennings,  Benjamin,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  466. 

Jennings  I.,  donor,  44. 

Jevne  &  Alminl,  donors,  20. 

John,  Winnebago,  killed,  288. 

Johnson,  Alpheus,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 459. 

Johnson,  Esau,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  410. 
Johnson,  'Squire,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 44S. 

Johnson,   James,    mentioned,    272,  274, 

275,  279-283,   288,  290. 
Johnson,  J.  O.,  captures  trophy  in  war, 

30. 

Johnson,   John    W.,    Prairie   du  Chien, 

pioneer,  265,  266. 
Johnson,  Robert  and  R.  M.,  mentioned, 

274,  275. 

Johnson,  Timothy,  Watertown  pioneer, 
138. 

Johnstown,  named,  425. 

Jones,  C.  C,  donor,  13. 

Jones,  George  W.,  mentioned,  271.  874 

Jones,    Loreo    and    Lyman,  Walworth 

county  pioneers,  418. 
Jones,  Mlio,  Rock  county  pioneer,  4 'J 7  ; 

Jefferson  county  pioneer,  477. 
Jones,  x.  p.,  donor,  65. 
Jordan,  Frank,  donor,  12. 
Joy,  Arad,  donor,  14,  18,  27. 
Juneau,   Solomon,  mentioned,   138,  139, 

477. 

Justin,  Ira,  captain  In  Barstow's  cav- 
alry, 112. 


Kakalin.   sulphur  spritu;   :i  t .  lift, 
Kapp,    or    Knapp.    J.    c.    Rock  county 

pioneer,  428. 
Kay,  Joha,  (Meat  pioneer.  2"s>. 

Kellogg,   I. a  Fayette,  donor,  61;  Madi- 
son   pioneer,    888,    177,  WfclwocCfc 

County    pioneer.  101, 
Kelly,  Joe.  Monroe  pioneer.  379. 
Kelsey,   Mllo.   Walworth   county  pioneer, 

172. 

Kemp  or  Camp,       ,  early   trader.  40S, 
4MK  181, 

Kendall,       ,   Walworth  county  pioneer, 

188. 
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Kennomlck,  or  Calumet,  181. 

Kenosha,  mentioned,  124,  12G,  131,  132. 

Keokuk,  .Sauk  chief,  280,  300,  307. 

Kettle,   Fox  chief,  107. 

Keyes,  Flisha  W.,  curator,  7-10,;  donor, 

20,  51,  141. 
Keyes,  Joseph,  portrait,  20,  141. 
Keyes,  Willard,  letters,  2G3,  207. 
Kilbourn,  Byron,  mentioned,  12,  18,  33. 
Kilbourn,  Byron  II.,  lieutenant  in  Bar- 

stow's  cavalry,  112. 
Kilgore,  D.  Y.,  donor,  40. 
Killiew,  Sioux  chief,  200. 
Kimball,  Harvey,  and  Oramel,  Walworth 

county  pioneers,  400. 
Kingston,  John  T.,  donor,  51. 
Kinney,  Asa,   Whitewater  pioneer,  440. 
Klnzie,  John  II.,  mentioned,  188. 
Kirkpatriek,  Kichard  H.,  in  Black  Hawk 

War,  400. 

Kiser,  Fernando  C,  in  Barstow's  cav- 
alry, 112. 

Knapp,  Gilbert',  portrait  of,  40;  nam- 
ing and  locating  capital,  .'503,  305, 
434  ;  Racine  pioneer,  420. 

Knapp,  J.  G.,  reminiscences  of  Madison, 
300,  478  ;  Madison  pioneer,  300  ;  super- 
intendent of  public  property,  385; 
naming  Dane  county,  303. 

Kneeland,  S.,  donor,  03. 

Knowles,  E.  I*.,  donor,  10  ;  bust  of 
Dodge,  54. 

Kosbkonong  Lake,  423,  424. 


La  Fayette,  Walworth  county,  400,  408. 
La  Grange,  Walwortb  county,  433,  408. 
Laidler,  T.,  donor,  24. 
Lake,    French*    Green    county  pioneer, 
413-13. 

Lake.  P.  W.,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 

452,  437,  471,  4  75. 
Lance,  or   Sha-ina -ga,   Sauk  chief,  102, 

108,  218. 

Land   claim   dillicul  t  les.   300,   301,  454, 
458,  400. 

Lane,  Josepli  s.,  surgeon  in  Barstow'i 

cavalry,  1 1  -. 

Langson,  w.  J.,  donor,  04. 
Lanfeat'i  William,  Walwortli  county  pio- 
neer, 404. 

Lapbam,  I.  A.,  president  of  Society.  7  It: 

vice  president,  x>  i  donor,  BO,  44,  04  j 
(banks  for  senrlceti  07. 

La  Salle  and  Hennepin,  In  the  Wesl,  LSI. 

Latham,     .  Mineral  Point  pioneer,  803, 
o<»3. 

Latham,  llollln,  Walworth  eountj  plo 
neer,  440,  l  io,  457,  1 00,  107. 


Latonder,  — ,  Wiseonsiu  pioneer,  477. 
t  a  tour,  L.  a.  II..  donor,  13.  14,  45. 
Lawrence,  A.,  dunur,  44. 
Lawrence,  Horace,  Dane  county  pioneer, 
370. 

Lawrence,  J.,  donor,  4  4. 

Lawyers,  early  in  Wisconsin,  431,  4G2, 
403.  471,  47.'. 

Lead  mines,  in  1810,  104-03;  18U2,  280- 
82,  283-87,  U00,  L'03-00 ;  Blue  Mounds 
Diggings,  4<rj,  403;  Camp  and  Collins, 
408,  430,  431  ;  Gratiot's  Grove,  411 ; 
Hamilton's  Diggings,  431  ;  Shulls- 
hurg  Diggings,  402:  Sugar  Uiver 
Diggings,  402-4;  price  of  lead,  403; 
tax  to  Government,  411. 

Leaf.    See  Wabasha. 

Leamau,  J.,  donor,  03. 

Leavenworth,  Henry,  mentioned,  200, 
205-8,  211,  210,  217:  views  of  Car- 
ver's claim,  L'44-40,  254. 

Leavitt  &  Co.,  donors.  11,  27. 

Le  Claire,  the  Interpreter,  180. 

Lee.  Levi,  Walworth  county  pioneer,  44G, 
407. 

Lee,  William,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  434. 
LeITerts,  Mrs.  C,  donor.  18. 
Leffler,   Isaac,  in  Legislature,  300. 
Legate,  Charles  F.,  donor,  13,  28  ;  portrait 

of,    2.S  ;    Mineral    Point   pioneer,  I'M. 

4o7. 

Lcland.  F.  K.,  donor,  L'7,  40. 
Lelaml,    Squire,    Bank    COUntjr  pioneer. 
-Jill,  402. 

I.etisom,  .1.  C.  221,  281,  285,  230, 

238.  289,  241.  2.V_*.  237.  258,  201,  262 

Lewis,  James  T.,  vii :e-pri  -sklent  Society, 
7-10. 

Lewis.  N.  S.i  donor,  'J 7. 
Licking     County     Pioneer  Association, 
donor.  4  3. 

Little' Crow,  Corneal)  or  Corno,  smnx 

chief,  205,  213,  217.  232.  254,  208,  -GO 
Lincoln,   Abraham,    boats   of.    10  :  men 

Honed,  4oi. 

Lincoln,  G..  donor.  27. 
Lindaiejr,  Richard,  donor,  08, 

Linn,  Walworth  comity.  1 :.  t  108 
Lip  <  Jroi  l«.  OrlRtM  Of  name.  4  1  7 

Lippctt,  John,  Walworth  county  ptooetr, 

I  17. 

Llw\  to.  L  .  donor.  1 t. 

LockWOOd,    .lame,    II.    ni.ntlon  d  M0 

R08,  805;  in  Liflslaturt,  BM 
Longfellow.    Ilenr.v    W  .   died.  210 

Long,  liiiji.  w.i iw  .'i  1 1  county  ptoMetv 

lis 

Long  Island  Historical  Society,  coadi> 
Hon,  :<G. 
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Long,  S.  II.,  cited,  254,  255. 
Long,  William  B.,  mentioned,  397. 
Longstaff,  J.,  donor,  GG. 
Loomers,  — ,.  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
453. 

Loomis,  — ,  in  Black  Hawk  War,  407. 

Loring  &  Andrews,  donors,  44. 

Lossiug,  B.  J.,  donor,  27. 

Love,  W.  D.,  donor,  13  ;  History  of  Wis- 
consin in  the  Rebellion,  15. 

Low,  Gideon,  mentioned,  L'74,  278,  40G, 
4.07. 

Lohmiller,  J.  W.,  donor,  13. 

Lucie,  G.,  Indian  interpreter,  104. 

Lunatic  Asylum,  stale,  origin  of,  107. 

Lund,  N.  V.,  donor,  18. 

Lunt,  William  J'.,  donor,  45. 

L.vcan,  Jeremiah,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  478. 

Lyon,  Isaac,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
4G2;  benefactor  to  Society,  GG. 

Lyon,  Thomas  and  William  F.,  Wal- 
worth county  pioneers,  401. 

Lyon,  William  P.,  tribute  to  Baker,  438; 
studied  law  with  Baker,  438 :  men- 
tioned, 4G2  ;  promises  a  paper,  400. 

Lyons',  Walworth  county,  4G1,  4G8. 

Lyttle,  A.  L\,  donor,  18. 


Macaulay,  Lord,  on  value  of  pamphlets, 

.45. 

Mackinaw,  described,  15G-G0. 
McAllister,  J.  A.,  10. 
McArthur,  Arthur,  mentioned,  105. 
McArthur,  Mrs.  Arthur,  contributes  pic- 
ture, 04. 

McBride,  A.,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
454. 

McBride,    Alexander,   Dane   county  pio- 
neer, 380. 

McCracken,  Austin,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 400. 

McCracken,  Volne.v  A.,  Walworth  county 

pioneer,  445,  454. 
McCraney,  Thomas,   Wisconsin  pioneer, 

402,  410,  415;  in  Wisconsin  Council, 

305. 

McDofiald,   John    P.,    lieutenant    In  l!:ir 

stow's  cavalry,  113. 
McDougall,    William,    Walworth  COUBtJF 

pioneer,  153. 
Mclluaine.  .lames,  in   Black   Hawk  War. 

404. 

McICalg,  Thomas,  Walworth  counly  i > i *^ 

Beer,  i . » s.  402,  463, 

McKee,  10.  II.,  donor,  20. 

McKnlght,    Thomas,    of    Dubuque,  in 

Council,  305. 


McKnight,    Thomas,    Iowa    county,  in 

Legislature,  30(5. 
McLain,  II.  T.,  donor,  27. 
McNair,  Alexander,  mentioned,  210,  243, 

202. 

t 

McNeil,  John,  photograph  of,  20  ;  noticed, 
100. 

McNish,  James,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 458>  471,  475. 

McNutt  &  Boner,  early  traders,  402,  !>>■'>. 
410,  411. 

Mcltoss,  Logan,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 45«. 

.McSheny,  Ldward.  .Mineral  Point  pio- 
neer. 302,  303. 

Madison,  Black  Hawk  War  incident, 
370-71 ;  Suydam's  survey,  183G,  3G7, 
3:n,  ;;0T.  47.S;  Michel  St  Cyr  noticed, 
301,  307-400,  478;  location  of  the 
capital,  IWH,  388-00;  naming  of  Madi- 
son, »88-fl»;  Catlin  aud  Strong  stake 
out  plat,  348 1  Mrs.  Peck's  reminis- 
cences, 343;  Wood  and  Pellkie,  848, 
^07-8,  478;  first  cabin  erected",  343  ; 
fate  of  first  house,  .'505  ;  view  of  first 
cabin,  343;  Peck  family  arrive,  340; 
Bird    and    party    arrive,    315,  350; 

Doty  and   party,   861 ;  Featherston- 

haugh's  visit,  861  ;  Bird's  second  ar- 
rival. :'.5G.  371-L' ;  RbeO  Peck  notiied. 
344,  345,  348,  352,  353,  357,  381.  47S; 
Pierce  aud  family,  33G ;  preparation 
for  first  4th  of  July,  8St  \  Luther 
Peck  noticed,  3.".7,  88  f,  477;  Randall 
noliced.  457;  Indian  killed.  848-49; 
favorite  Indian  locality,  370;  Indian 
remains  found,  .",71  ;  building  of  capl- 
toi,  ;{7'_'.  878,  37.".,  884;  erection  of 
strain  saw-mill,  :i7L' ;  Catfish  bridge, 
and  jail  erected,  47s  ;  tirst  Loi  n  chil- 
dren, 350;  Stoner  noticed.  889,  878, 
370,  47S;  first  New  Year's  Jolllfc* 
tion,  159,  477;  first  wedding.  889; 
HolHH  L.  Benin,  and  Ylnnie  It.  am.  860, 
868)  874)  Morrison  noticed.  373; 
first  paper  established.  1 40.  HI.  :t 7  4  . 
subsequent  papers  and  pullllShW*  141- 
13;  fish,  gnini'  niul  pork,  NT."..  a*4  ; 
American  Hotel.  878,  :<7."..  881,  888; 
curly  hotel  accommodations.  375  ;  first 
Matting  of  l  egislature.  878;  lib  July 
Cataferatton,  1889,  880-81,  477;  earl\ 
dames,  B09,  878,  177  ;  pioneer  settlor*. 
370;  Squire  Seymour.  354  :!77.  17^. 
Irvtn  portrayed,  37S  7:>  .  early  bouses 

erected.  :»7'.t  88;  Ifraaataajtth'i  ' ttgar, 1 

3N2,  3S3  ;  the  "Wni>cr"  saloon  :t>0  ; 
Doty's    early    residence,    883;  Public 
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Park  fenced,  384-85  ;  trees  planted  in 
Park,  385-80 ;  capitol  hog  pen,  386 ; 
cemeteries,  384 ;  early  deaths,  370, 
380. 

Magoun,  Oliver  C,  Whitewater  pioneer, 
449,  471. 

Main,  A.  II.,  treasurer  Society,  7-10 ; 
donor,  27. 

Maine  Historical  Society,  donor,  27  ;  en- 
dowment, 37. 

Maine,  State,  donor,  44. 

Mallory,  It.  II.,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 458,  475. 

Manchester  (Eng.),  Lit.  and  Phil.  So- 
ciety, donor,  12,  27. 

Manistie,  or  Menastie,  its  meaning,  104. 

Manuscript  additions  to  Library,  18,  20. 

Marden  &  Luse,  donor,  44. 

Marine's  pictures,  17,  18. 

Marsh,—,  in  Black  Hawk  War,  400. 

Marshall,  Chief  Justice,  cited,  255. 

Marshall,  or  Bird's  ltuins,  first  settle- 
ment, 371. 

Marston,  Morrell,  mentioned,  200,  274, 
278. 

Martin,  C,  C,  donor,  44. 

Martin,  Morgan  L.,  mentioned,  342,  478  ; 
naming  Madison  and  Dane  county, 
389. 

Martin,  Orra,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
471. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  condition, 
30. 

Mason,  Jacob,  donor,  12. 
Mason,  Stevens  T.,  mentioned,  348,  389, 
390,  399. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  donor, 

63;  condition,  30,  55,  56. 
Massachusetts,  State,  donor,  13,  44,  03. 
Mauuk  Suck,  Big  Foot  or  Ueneva  Lake, 

450. 

Maxwell,  James,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 445,  452,  455. 

Maxwell,  James  A.,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  452. 

Maxwell,  Philip,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 455. 

May,  William  K.  and  Darwin  It.,  Wal 
worth  county  pioneers,  454,  457,  400. 

Meacham,  Jesse,  Walworth  county  plo 
neer,  423,  400,  475. 

Meeker,  Moses,  History  of  Lead  RSplMI, 
271  ;  skeleh  of,  271,  296. 

&feigB,   ED.  C  doner,  13. 

Memhard,  J,  donor,  17. 

Men/Jen,  William,  donor,  20. 

Merrick,  I'oress,  a.  L.,  and  Roderick,  Wai 

worth  county  pioneers,    I  19.  104,  AOS 

Merrill,  C.  k,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 458. 


Messersmith,  John,  Iowa  county  pio- 
neer, 303. 

Messersmith,  John  Jr.,  Madison  pioneer, 

382,  383. 

Meyer,    Olaf,    lieutenant    in  Barstow's 

cavalry,  113. 
Migrations  westward,  442. 
Militia  trainings,  470. 
Miller,  — ,   Walworth    county  pioneer, 

449. 

Miller,  A.  G.,  vice-president  Society,  8- 
10;  territorial  judge,  379;  cited,  477. 
Miller,  Caleb,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 

444,  453. 

Miller,  John  S.,  Galena  pioneer,  279. 

Miller,  M.  1).,  donor,  27. 

Miller,    Richard,    Kock    county  pioneer, 

418,  420. 
Millett.    See  Mullett. 
Mills,  early,  in  Wisconsin,  267,  350,  357, 

372,  429,  456,  400,  401  ;  not  to  grind 

for  distillation,  457. 
Mills,  J.  C.,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 

445,  45J,  471. 
Mills,  L.  B.,  donor,  40. 

Mills,  Simeon,  curator,  7-10;  bust  of, 
donor,  19  ;  view  of  first  bouse,  343  ; 
Madison  pioneer,  349,  350,  353.  35ft, 
359,  370,  380,  383,  397  ;  Dane  county 
commissioner,  4  78. 

Milton,  John,  Mineral  Point  pioneer, 
303. 

Milton,  Kock  county,  425. 
Milwaukee,   visited,  175,  170. 
Milwaukee    Advertiser,    mentioned,  137, 
142. 

Milwaukee  Chaml^r  of  Commerce,  donor, 

03. 

Milu<iuk(e  ('(/uricr,  mentioned,  141. 
Milwaukee  tf€U>9,   meutloned,   14  2.   14  7, 
379. 

Miluaukec  Sentinel.  Hi. 
Milwaukee  &  St.  I'aul  Itnilway.  donor, 
40,  04. 

Milwaukee    Young    Men's  Association. 

donor,  12. 
Mineral  Point,  early  days,  209-803. 
.Minnesota  Hlntorlosl  Society,  donor,  14, 

48,  64. 

Missouri  ilazette,  died.  S01. 
Mitchell,    Alexander,    vice  president  So- 
ciety. 7  !•  :  president   Boettty,  10;  do- 
nor.  12;  stimulated   Internal  Improve- 
ments, 33  ;  marble  bust  of.  19  50 
Mitchell.  L.  Yi.,  donor.  14 
Mltehell,   Mrs.   M    M  .  donor,  It. 
tfltchtlt,  W.  H.i  don.-r.  B1 
Monoinonees      Hop   Indium  and  Indian 
K  vents. 

Monlnnye,  I    V.,  mentioned.  143. 
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Moody,  Marcus,  Levi  and  John,  Wal- 
worth county  pioneers,  460. 

Moore,  Benjamin,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  448. 

Moore,  John  P.,  captain  in  Barstow's 
cavalry,  112. 

Moore  family,  early  traders,  402. 

Morgan,  C,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
471. 

Morgan,  L.  II.,  donor,  27. 

Morgan,  N.  II.,  donor,  44. 

Morgan,  Willoughby,  mentioned,  272, 
273,  280,  288.  . 

Movley,  Leonard,  lieutenant  in  Bar- 
stow's cavalry,  112. 

Mormons,   in  Wisconsin,  406. 

Morrison,  James,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  35S. 

Morton,  — ,  Milwaukee  pioneer,  350. 

Motley,  John  L.,  kind  olhces,  46. 

Mount  Pleasant,  or  Skuuk  Grove,  416, 
426. 

Mount  Zion,  Rock  county,  424. 
Mudge,  Alfred,  donor,  27. 
Mulford,  — ,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
471. 

Mullett,  A.  B.,  donor,  13. 
Mullett,  John,  early  surveyor,  347,  445, 
478. 

Munsell,  Joel,  donor,-  12,  14,  27,  45,  63  ; 

series  of  American  History,  14. 
Murray,  William,  donor,  29. 
Muskego  Lake,  mentioned,  417. 
Mussey,  W.  II.,  douor,  63. 


Natural  History  Collections,  19,  30,  51, 
05. 

Neal,  Thomas,  eaTly  miner,  403,  412. 
Neill,  E.  D.,  douor,  14  ;  cited,  201,  228, 

230,  234,  850. 
Nelson,  — ,  first  death  in  Madison,  380. 
Nelson,    James,    Walworth    county  pio 

neer,  454,  16  1. 
Nes-cot-nu-meg,    In    Chicago    mafl  B  CM, 

181. 

Newell,  C.  B.,  donor,  57. 

Newell,  Marshall,  Walworth  county  pio 

neer,  454,  475. 

New  England  Historic  Oencalo-lcal  So- 
ciety, donor,  27,  »;> ;  endowment,  37. 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society, 
donor,  18. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  donor,  15; 
endowment,  37. 

New  Mexico,  mentioned,  i-'U. 

Newton,  Thomas.  Walworth  county  pio 
neer,  4  18 

New  York  lllstorlenl   Society,  donor.  <;  ' 

condition,  86)  56 


New  York  Ilomoepatbic  Society,  donor, 
45. 

New  York  State  Library,  donor,  45,  46, 

63. 

Xeio  York  World,  cited,  310,  313,  332. 
Nihlack,  — ,   Walworth  county  pioneer, 
454. 

Nichols,  — ,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
471. 

Nichols,  Ahner,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  300- 
303,  38U-82. 

Nichols,  C.  II.,  donor,  14. 

Nicollet,  J.  N.,  cited,  2J8. 

Noggle,  Charles  L.,  adjutant  In  Bar- 
stow's cavalry,  112. 

Noonan,  Josiah  A.,  first  paper  in  Madi- 
son,  140,   141,  358. 

Morris,  Edward,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 446. 

North-west,  early  notices  of :  Carver's 
Travels,  2J0 ;  Storrow's  Narrative, 
154 ;  Forsyth's  Journal,  188 ;  For- 
syth's Letter,  215  ;  Meeker's  Narra- 
tive, 271. 

Nowliu,  Hardin,  In  Legislature,  395, 
390. 

Noyes,  Charles  Sr.  and  Jr.,  of  Walworth 
county,  457,  458. 


Oatmau,  C  L.,  Walworth  couuty  pioneer, 
458. 

O'Connor,  J.,  Walworth  couuty  pioneer, 
447. 

Off,  Ernest,  captain  lu  Barstow's  car- 
airy,  113. 

(MBoera  of  the  Society,  1S69-72,  7-10. 

Ogdeu,  Albert,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
467. 

Ogden,  0*0*8*         cited.  4J3. 
Ohio,  adjutant  general,  donor,  20. 
Ohio  Historical  Society,  donor,  L'T. 
Old  Buck,  Winnebago  miner,  2S1.  282. 
Older,  Aunts,   Walworth  county  pioneer, 
448. 

Old  Flour,  Pottawattamie  chief.  170 
Olmstend.  Chnrleg  T.,  Wisconsin  pioneer, 

L'77,  Ml,  LMKi. 
Olmstead.   I.    (?.,  donor.  29 

Olnty,  C.  n  .  donor,  P' 

One  eyed    Shoix,    Tahinle,    or  Bourgiie, 

noticed,  Ml,  216,  2 it. 

O'Nell.  John  W  lOWO  county  pioneer, 
303. 

Oine.    Lbenezer.   Oalena    pioneer.  'J70 
Ol  ton,   II.   S  ,  vice  president   Society.  7- 
10. 

o>hkosh  papers.  14:< 

Oshkosh  7'imivi   tribute  to  lljer,  145. 
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Ostrander,  It.  T.,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 458,  4G3. 
Ott,  Mrs.  Anna  B.,  donor,  19. 


Pacific  Railway,  commended,   99,  100. 

Packard,  C.  \V.,  donor,  Gl. 

l'aine,  H.  E.,  donor,  12. 

Paine,  Joe,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  412. 

Paine,  Martyn,  donor,  27. 

Palfrey,  J.  G.,  donor,  13. 

Palmer,  Charles  B  ,  donor,  GG. 

Palmer,  Isaac  II.,  Madison  and  Lodi 
pioneer,  383,  478. 

Palmer,  Strange  N.,  "Western  Wiscon- 
sin in  1830,"  297. 

Paltlieid,  William,  donor,  44. 

Pamphlets,  historic  value  of,  2G,  45, 

Parle,  Samuel,  donor,  45. 

Park,  W.  J.,  donor,  27. 

Parker,  J.  S.,  donor,  51. 

Parkinson,  Daniel  M.,  Wisconsin  pioneer, 
303;  in  Legislature,  390  ;  death  of,  21. 

Parkinson,  J.  P.,  donor,  27. 

Parkman,  Francis,  15. 

Parshall,  — ,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
471. 

Patent  Office  Reports,  British,  11,  12, 
24,  2G,  28,  43,  4G. 

Patrick,  P.  M.,  donor,  19. 

Patton,  David,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 404. 

Payne,  Christopher,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  454-50,  458. 

Peabody,  George,  benefactor,  27. 

Peahody   Institute,  donor,  40. 

Peacock,   John,   donor,  30. 

Pearce,  Benjamin,  Walwoiih  county  pio- 
neer, 453,  -101,  171,  475. 

Pearce,  Benjamin  C,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  464,  105. 

Pehhles,  Frank  M.,  artist,  29. 

Peck,  Fhen,  Madison  pioneer,  344,  345, 
348,  352,  353,  357,  381,  477. 

Peck,  George  R.,  donor,  18. 

Peck,  Luther,  Madison  pioneer,  357,  S81 , 
477. 

Peck,  Mrs.  Roseiine,  reminiscences,  842- 

05,  370,  477-78. 
Peck,  Stephen,  Wisconsin  plODOer,  •'117. 
Peck's  Grove,   Walworth  county,  105. 

Peck's  Rapids,  Jefferson  county,  847. 

Peckatonica  battle,  403. 

Peet,  Miss  Martha,  donor,  51. 
Peet,  Stephen,  engraving  of,  SI. 

l'ellkie,  Joe,   Madison   ploiuer,  848,  840. 
Pennsylvania    Historical    Society,  donor. 
12,  14,  G3,  G4  ;  condition,  30,  D5,  50. 


Pennsylvania,  State,  27,  03. 

Peoria,  taken  in  1812,  188,  19G-97. 

Percival,  James  G.,  state  geologist,  102. 

Perkins,  Allen,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 452,  453,  401. 

Perkins,  Ephrairn,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  405. 

Pen-in,  Charles,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 459. 

1'errot,  Nicholas,  mentioned,  228 

Perry,  John  A.,  and  A I  bah,  Walworth 
county  pioneers,  400. 

Peri'3*,  John  B.,  donor,  03. 

Perry,  w.  s.,  donor1,  26,  45,  oo. 

Peters,  Samuel,  noticed.  222,  234,  236, 
239,  24  o,  J4  7-50,  L'52-54,  257-02. 

Peters,  Thomas,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 401. 

Peyton,  J.  L.,  donor,  27. 

Phelps,  Noah,  clerk  of  Territorial  court, 
379. 

Philadelphia  Library  Company,  donor, 
14. 

Philadelphia     Numismatic     and  Anti'rj. 

Society,  donor,  03. 
Phoenix,  Henry,  Samuel  F.,  and  William, 

Walworth   county  pioneers,   152,  459, 

400,  475. 

Photographs  added  to  library,  19,  29,  50, 

05.  *V    ,,,1  * 

Physicians,  early,  in  Walworth  county, 
471. 

.Pierce,  Benjamin,  donor.  27. 
Pierce,  John    S.,    mentioned,    100,  104, 
109. 

Pierce,    Joslall,    Madison    pioneer,  BG6. 
Pierson,  C.  A.,  donor,  05. 
Like.  Z.  M.,  Sioux  cede  land  to,  189,  3QJ  ; 
cited,  25-1. 

Linichon,   Sioux   Chief,   205,   207.  217. 
Linney,   S.  U.,  curator,  7-10. 

Lixieys,  early  Milwaukee  merchants,  ISO. 

Platteville,  early  prospects,  I1;)1.). 
Poe-a-chee -woe,  or  Baffir  creek,  419. 
Lohluian,  — ,  donor,  40. 
POOd,    James    P..,    lieutenant    in  Piir- 

BtOW'l  <  avail  y,  112. 
Poole,  William  F  .  donor.  O 
Loper,  I...  ioiOf)  18. 
I'OI  i  her,  F.  P..  donor.  88, 
Loiter,  Fltl  John.  do&OT,  16. 

Posey,  Alexander,  in  Black  Bawl  War, 

408,  #00 
Pottawattamie*.    See  Indians 

Potter,  c  f.  doaor,  IS,  14 i  pfeofeofftpli 

of.  20. 

Potter,  Mi  s  F.  McNeil,  donor,  29,  0 1 .  07. 
POtttr,  Horace,  Madf&oh  pioneer.  359 
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Potter,  Jairus  S.,  Madison  pioneer,  359. 
Potter,  John  F.,  10  ;  noticed,  407,  472. 
Powers,  John,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
454. 

rowers,  Patrick,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 401. 

Prairie  du  Chien,  1S14,  surrenders,  2vl ; 

1819,    price   of    produce,    199;  1830, 

noticed,  305. 
Prairie  du  Lac,  or  Milton,  425. 
Prairie  du  Sac,  mentioned,  425. 
i'rairieville,  or  Waukesha,  95,  427. 
Pratt,  Alexander  P.,  Wisconsin  pioneer, 

3*JS,  599. 

Pratt,  Alexander  M.,  lieutenant  in  Bar- 
show's  cavalry,  112. 

Pratt,  David,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
404,  -105. 

Pratt,  Norman,  and  Freeman,  White- 
water pioneers,  44 8. 

Preble,  (}.  II.,  donor,  44,  04. 

Prendergast,  John  P.,  donor,  27,  44. 

Prescott,  William,  donor,  03. 

l'rescott,  \V.  IJ.,  historian,  commends 
Society,  23. 

Preus,  N.  (.'.,  donor,  29. 

Price,  J.  P.,  donor,  44. 

Prince,  Samuel,  Whitewater  pioneer, 
448. 

Prosser,  \V.  P.,  donor,  27. 
Proudtit,  Andrew,  curator,  7-10. 
Proudfit,  .lames  K.,  donor,  14,  19. 
Pulaski's  banner,  31. 

Putnam's  Magazine,  cited,  310,  327, 
338,  341. 


Quarles,  Francis,-  com.  and  quarter-mas- 
ter in  Pars  tow's  cavalry,  112. 

Qnash-qua-inie,   .Sauk   chief,   192,  103. 

Qulgley,  Patrick,  in  Legislature,  305, 
390. 

Qtlincy,   Miss  Kllza   S.,  donor,  12. 

Q Ulner i  K'dwin  P.,  death,  literary  tabors, 

21  ;    pamphlet   on    Wtttertown,  cited, 

138. 


Paclnc,  Schi plcoten,  oi'  Koot  river,  170. 
Racine,  early  Settlement,  120. 

Kdciitc  Argus,  mentioned,  Hi. 

Randall,  Alexander  W.,  early  Wauk.-lin 

lawyer,  !)7  ;  governor,  in,  117. 
Randall,    Henry   s.,   vin-  president  Bo* 

ciety,  7-10. 

Rasdall,    Abel,    Dana   county  pioneer, 

357-58. 
Rawson,  A.,  dOOOT,  46k 
Raymond,  11.  W  ,  donor,  03. 


Head,  Daniel,  donor,  04. 

Ream,  Uobert  L.,  Madison  pioneer,  300, 

505,  374  ;  first  Register  of  Deeds,  Dune 

county,  47S. 
Ream,  Miss  Vinnie,  donor,  1U  ;  native  of 

Madison,  300,  305  ;  photograph  of,  19. 
Red  Head,  Indian  chief,  village,  194. 
lied    Winy,    Sioux   chief,    199,    204,  211, 

212,  217,  24U,  250-52,  254,  203,  205, 

200. 

lied  Wing's  .sou,  197,  198,  2U4. 

Peed,  — ,   Wisconsin  piuueer,  454. 

Reed,  Lorenzo,  P.,  lieutenant  in  Par- 
slow';;  cavalry,  112. 

Renville,  — ,  Indian  Interpreter,  254, 
255. 

Reynolds,  Benpnj  o.,  surgeon  in  Bar- 
stows  cavalry,  112;  capture  and  es- 
cape, 115. 

Reynolds,  li.  M.,  donor,  00. 

Reynolds,  Ell,  in  Legislature,  390. 

Key  Holds,  John,  cited,  188. 

Reynolds,  S.,  donor,  44,  03. 

lieyuolds,  Thomas,  donor,  20  ;  life  DM  il,- 
ber,  40. 

Rheiuhardt,  — ,  donor,  30. 

Rhode  Island,  State,  donor,  12. 

Rice,  E.  P.,  donor,  51. 

Richards,  C.  IP,  donor,  40. 

Richards,  John,  VYatertowu  pioneer,  4  7  7. 

liichardsou,  D.  A.,  Kock  county  pioneer, 
428. 

Richardson,  James,  donor,  12,  18-20. 

Richmond,  Walworth  county,  448.  10s. 

Iiickettsou,  D.,  donor,  15. 

Itigtgg,  S.  P.,  douor,  27. 

Ping,  W.  S.,  donor,  2  7. 

Ritchie,  A.  II.,  donor,  20. 

Roarke,  — ,  Wiscousin  pioueer,  429. 

Roberts,   — ,   Walworth   county  pioueer, 

J  0(»,  400. 
Roberts,  .lames,  donor,  05. 
Robertson,  C.  F,  on  LOSl  Prince,  327-29. 
Robinson,  Charles  D.,  tribute  to  llyer, 

110. 

Robinson,  Ueorgo,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, ton. 

Robiusun,  S.  R.,  donor,  -1 ». 

Robinson,  T*  II.,  doiior.  27. 

Rot ■luster,  rai  ly  set  1 hincnt ,  419. 

ttOCk  COU&ty,  early  settlement.  4  1<»; 
.lanrsvlllc.  420  ;  history  of,  »23,  «-'7. 
432. 

Pock  Island.  Foil  A 1  nisi  1  on.:,  20»».  2uH. 
21o.  3(Mt. 

KtoekpOrt,  Rock  connly.  431,  432.  434. 
lio.k   lilver  rtlhi  fompany.   IM^  477. 
Moclt WOll,     IttJmnd.    VSalwoith  count/ 
plOMW,   140,   Mi,  lit, 
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Rogan,  James,  Watertowa  pioneer,  477. 
Rogers,    Robert,    aoniumnds    at  Ma,ek- 

inaw,  224,  232,  234. 
Rood,  S.  L.,  donor,  14. 
Ross,  James,  curator,  7-10;  donor,  27, 

29. 

Ross',  Leonard,  Green  county  pioneer, 
412. 

Ross,  Morris,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
457. 

Ross,  Samuel,  Walworth,  county  pioneer, 
45S. 

Rountree,  J.  II.,  vice-president  Society, 
10. 

Rouse,  Henry  P.,  captain  in  Barstow's 

cavalry,  113. 
Rowan,  Wallace,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  370, 

307,  308,  477. 
Rowe,  Daniel,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 

400. 

Royal  Society  of  Antiquaries,  douor,  27. 

Ruyce,  N.  M.,  donor,  50. 

Rublee,  Horace,  curator,  7-9;  donor,  52; 
writes   the    Society,   52,  53. 

Rusk,  J.  M.,  donor,  20,  30. 

Eussegue,  Jane,  marriage,  405. 

Russell,  Marcus,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 451. 

Russell,  Robert,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 451. 

Rust,  Hiram,  Green  county  pioneer,  412. 
Rutherford,   Maria,  Galena  pioneer,  277, 
201. 

Ruttenber,    Thomas,    Walworth  county 

pioneer,  401. 
Ryland,   — ,    Walworth   county  pioneer, 

454. 

Sahin,  Joseph,  donor,  12,  44,  48,  03,  00; 
on  value  of  British  Patent  Reports 
11  ;  historical  reprints,  14. 

Sac  Indians.    See  Indians. 

Sfcge  of  Mukwonago  [Hon.  A.  E.  El- 
more], 378. 

Salisbury,  Albert,  on  Green  county  pio- 
neers, 07,  401. 

Salisbury,  Ansel,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 404. 

Salisbury,  Daniel,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 4  18,  404. 

Salisbury,   Stephen,   benefactor,  30. 

Salomon,  Edward,  vice- president  So 
clety,  7;  commends  the  Society.  '-'.'!. 

Salomon,  Frederick,  In  the  war,  115. 

Sailer,  Benjamin  Mineral  Point  pioneer, 
303. 

Sanborn,  A.  s.,  donor.  2Ti 
Sanborn,  Ira,  Walworth  count;  pioneer, 
i  is. 


Sandes,  Henry,  adjutant  in  Barstow's 
cavalry,  112. 

Sanford,  E.,  donor,  44. 

Sargent,  David,  Jefferson  county  pio- 
neer, 477. 

Sauk  and  Foxes.    See  Indians. 

Sauk  Prairie,  mentioned,  425. 

Sawyer,  P.,  donor,  45. 

Schermerho'rn,  J.  S.,  Madison  pioneer, 
379. 

Schipicoten,  or  Root  river,  170. 

Schontield,  I.,  donor.  05. 

Schoolcraft',  II.  II.,  cited,  228. 

Schools,  early,  451,  450. 

Schmidt,  William,  lieutenant  In  Bar- 
stow's cavalry,  113. 

Sehru  ling,  John  G  ,  major  in  Barstow's 
cavalry,  112. 

Schuyler,  M.,  donor,  44. 

Schwelnitz,  F.,  donor,  03. 

Scott,  M.  B.,  donor.  27. 

Scott.  Wimield,  in  Black  Hawk  War,  407, 
422,  423.  .  , 

Scurvy,  early  treatment  of,  293. 

Senrles,  Abraham,  in  Black  Hawk  War, 
404. 

Sears.  P.,  donor,  13. 

Scaver,    Lyman,   and  J.    W.,  Walworth 

county  pioneers.  44S. 
Seavey,  W.  S.,  donor,  51,  00. 
Seymour,  William  X.,  Madison  pioneer, 

354.  377,  477. 
Shafter,  E.  F.,  donor,  27. 
Sha-ma-go,  or  The. Lance,  Sauk  chief. 

102,   103,  218. 

Stanley,  Thomas,  in  Legislature,  395, 

300. 

Sharon,  Walworth  county,  4  17.  408. 
Shaw,  James,  donor,  <i:;.  01. 

Shaw,  John,  noticed,   108,  109;  cited, 

230,  20.'!. 

Shaw,  t.eander  J.,  captain  in  Barstow's 
cavalry,  11  J. 

Shea,  .i.  Q.,  donor.  44;  series  of  Ameri- 
can history,  1  I  ;  commends  5th  vol 
Colled  ion* ,  15;  on  Fleazer  Williams. 
312. 

Nheboyfnn,  l^riu  worth's  mm.  ■<'-".» 

Sheep.  Introduced  lute  Walworth  lounty. 
451. 

Sheldon,  — ,  Walworth  COUBtf  pioneer. 
152. 

Sheldon,  U.  O  ,  donor,  45. 

Rhtldon,  John  iv.  Mineral  Polal  pi«> 
neer,  803  ;  rarly  publisher,  1  i ' 

shebion.  William  B.,  in  l*fUlatura,  108, 
B00,  « i  B  :  mentioned,  134,  IN 

Sherman.  Sebastian.  Walworth  couolj 
pioneer,  401. 
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Sherman,  William  T.,  donor,  17. 

Shipnuan,  S.  V.,  rec.  sec.  Society,  7-9; 
curator,  10  •  donor,  12,  14,  27. 

Sholes,  Charles  C,  Green  Bay  pub- 
lisher, 359 ;  Madison  publisher,  141. 

Shull,  Jesse,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  402. 

Shullsburg,  mentioned,  402. 

Silver  Lake,  Walworth  county,  450,  453. 

Simmons,  James,  mentioned,  45G. 

Simrall,  James,  noticed,  279,  283. 

Singleterry,  E.  C,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  459. 

Six,   Sioux  chief,   206,  218. 

Skinner,  E.  W.,  donor,  G5  ;  curator,  5-10. 

Skinner,  John  B.,  early  miner,  403,  412. 

Skunk  Grove,  or  Mount  Pleasant,  416, 
42G. 

Slaughter,  George  II.,  Dane  county  pio- 
neer, 397,  400. 

Slaughter,  William  B.,  Dane  county  pio- 
neer, 397-400;  cited,  477. 

Sloan,  t  G,  mentioned,  80. 

Smiley,  D.,  Janesville  pioneer,  433. 

Smith,  — ,  in  Black  Hawk  War,  414. 

Smith,  Adam,  first  collector  of  Dane 
county,  477. 

Smith,  A.  Hyatt,  stimulated  internal 
improvements,  33. 

Smith,  Augustus,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 460. 

Smith,  Duer,  Walworth  pioneer,  459. 

Smith,  Duke  S.,  Galena  pioneer,  279, 
294. 

Smith,  George  B.,  curator,  7-10;  on 
resolution  committees,  85,  92. 

Smith,  G.  S.,  donor,  19. 

Smith,  George  P.,  in  Legislature,  388, 
396. 

Smith,    Isaac    T.,    early   settlement  of 

Rock  county,  410. 
Smitli,  James,  Galena  pioneer,  393. 
Smith,  J.  E.  A.,  donor,  27. 
Smith,  J.  E.,  donor,  65. 
Smith,  Jeremiah  Jr.,  in  Council,  395. 
Smith,  Joel,   Walworth   county  pioneer, 

464. 

Smith,  John  Y.,  curator,  7-10;  Wiscon- 
sin   pioneer,    330;    superintendent  of 

public  property,  885;  on  Kleiner  win 

lams,  67.   308  ;  clia racier,  312. 
Smith,   Nicholas,   contributor,   07,  271. 
Smith,  Benin,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 

404. 

Smith,   Perry   II.,   vice -president   of  So 

dety,  7  io ;  portrait;  2ft;  stimulated 
Internal  Improvement!,  N 
Smith,  s.  Compton,  donor,  28. 

Smith,  S.  M.,  donor,  63. 

Smith,    Sylvester   Q  ,    Walvvorlh  cuiinlv 


pioneer,  464,  465. 

Smith,  William  E.,  curator,  7  ;  donor,  27. 

Smith,  William  R.,  death,  literary  la- 
bors, 21  ;  cited,  409,  414. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  donor,  12,  63. 

Snowden,  J.  R.,  donor,  13. 

Soldier's  Orphans'  Dome,  origin  of,  76- 
78. 

Southwell,  H.  E.,  cited,  139. 

Spafford,  affair  at,  404. 

Spafl'ord,  Omri,  in  Black  Hawk  War,  404. 

Spalding,  S.  J.,  donor,  27. 

feparks,   Jared,   commends   the  Society, 

23  ;  cited,  181. 
Spears,  Richard,  Galena  pioneer,  277. 
Spencer,  Francis,  iu  Black  Hawk  War, 

404. 

Spooner,  Jeduthan,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 453,  475. 

Spoor,  Adolphus,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 423,  400,  475. 

Spoor,  J.  S.,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
462. 

Spring  Deer,  or  Ce-coc-ton,  an  Ottawa, 
165,  166. 

Spring  Prairie,  Walworth  county,  450, 
468. 

Squaw  Point,  or  Winneqnah,  348,  397. 
Squaw   Prairie     (III.),   451,  454. 
Stacy,  John,  early  teacher,  456,  401. 
Stambaugh,   Samuel  C,  mentioned, 
334. 

St.  Anthony  Falls,  described,  206,  207. 
220,  230. 

State  Historical  Society.  Objects  Ot  col- 
lection, 4,  33,  34;  officers.  7-10;  re- 
ports. 11,  U3,  :i9.  58 ;  financial  condi- 
tion, 12.  24,  40,  56;  binding  fund,  20. 
2  1.  35-38.  40.  88,  69;  library  addi- 
tions, and  donors,  11.  14,  15,  24,  20, 
40-40,  55-03;  British  Patent  report*, 
11,  12.  21,  26.  28,  43.  40;  British 
Rolls'  Ofliee  Publications.  46;  news- 
paper files,  15,  17.  28,  4  7.  81 J  pam- 
phlet additions,  14.  2 1  20.  88,  62- 
61;  maps  nnd  allas<s.  17.  28,  47.  01; 
manuscript*.  10.  20.  32.  40.  06.  07; 
plCtnrt  gallery.  17.  24.  18  20.  10.  rtl  | 
statuary.  10.  40  T.o  :  enblnct  addition. 
18,  29.  50.  64  ;  ant  l.piit  les  and  I  mil. in 
curiosities.  20.  50,  51  ;  autographs.  18, 

29,  50.  65;  coin  nnd  currency.  1^.  28) 
51,  68;  natural  history  sped  mens.  10. 

30.  ni.  or. ;  photofrtntn,  io.  50,  88 ; 
war  lines.  'M)-  M  I  xx:ir  f8Heti  It,  30. 
51;  Increased  shclvinir.  Ml.  48,  88  I 
cataloL-tilni:  the  Uhnu  v.  80,  Bl,  «*. 
07  ft*  ;  printed  cnlalmrnp  needed.  31. 
4S,  OS;  5th  vol    of  ( '.  //<v/i«)M.«  U«u.  d. 


49§ 


Index 


15-17,  20;;  change  in  issuing  Collec- 
tions; 32,  48,  G8  ;  increased  State  aid, 

34-  35,    40 ;    endowments   needed,  21, 

35-  ^8,  53,  G9  ;  mission  of  the  Society, 
32-34  ;  prosperity  of  the  Society,  21- 
24,  39-40,  53-5G  ;  Territorial  archives, 
suggestion,  388-89 ;  Barstow's  inter- 
est in  the  Society,  108;  Durkee's 
interest,  131  ;  Ilyer's  interest,  144, 
145  ;  Collections  cited,  224,  240,  250, 

'  299,  341,  343,   357,   398,   402,  409. 
Starr,    Ira,    Walworth    county  pioneer, 
452. 

Statuary  in  Society's  collection,  19,  49, 
50. 

St.  Croix  &  Superior  Railroad,  100. 

St.  Cyr,  Michel,  Dane  county  pioneer, 
291.  397-400,  -177. 

Steamboaling,  on  Upper  Mississippi, 
277-78. 

Stehhins,  G.  B.,  donor,  G3. 
Steele,  (I.  M.,  donor,  27,  44. 

Sterling,  II.  II.,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 459. 

Sterling,    Levi,    Mineral    Point  pioneer, 

303  ;  death,  21.' 
Sterling,   William  T.,  Madison  pioneer, 

3S1,  383. 
Stevens,  li.  J.,  curator,  7-10. 
Stevens,     Charles,     Janesville  pioneer, 

433,  434. 

Stevens,  Edward  R.,  captain  in  Bar- 
stow's cavalry,  112. 

Stewart,  J.  W.,  cited,  402,  403,  409. 

St.   (jail   Library,    Switzerland,  52. 

St.  (ieorge's  Rapids,  Rock  county,  432, 
434. 

Stickney,  C.  E.,  donor,  13. 

Stickney,  M.  A.,  donor,  44. 

Stiles,  II.  R.,  donor,  27. 

Stinson,  I>aniel  G.,  antiquary,  and  do- 
nor, (34-65. 

St.  John,  Samuel,  .Janesville  pioneer, 
4  21,  422,  428-34. 

St.  John,  Seth  B.,  first  horn,  Janesvlle, 
432. 

Stoddard,  10.  W.,  donor,  13. 
Stoker,  Mrs.  A.  Q„  mentioned,  IS4. 
Stone,  E  M.,  donor,  14,  Hi. 
Stoner,  Ceor^e  W.,  cited,  381. 
Sinner,  James  M.,  mentioned,  859. 

Stoner,  John,  Madison  pioneer,  850,  8T9, 
37t);  treasurer  of  Dane  county,  478. 

Storiow,     Samuel    A.,     "Noil  h  West  In 

1817,"  154. 
Story,    Harvey,   Janesville   pioneer,  ISO 

Stout*,  Natfhan  l.  captain  in  Barstow'i 

cavalry.  Hit,  110. 

Strang,  James  J.,  and  Wisconsin  Mof 
moris,  40(1. 


Strawberry  Point,  or  Winnequab,  348, 
397. 

Strong,    Moses    M.,    cited    388 ;  helps 

stake  out  Madison,  34s. 
Subterranean  stream,  Elk  Grove,  li'.JS. 
Suckow,  B.  W.,  donor,  27. 
Sugar   Creek,   or   I'oc-a-chee-woc  Creek, 

419. 

Sugar  Creek,  Walworth  county,  453, 
408.  *  . 

Sugar  Creek  Prairie,  449. 

Superior  City,  paper  town,  478. 

Sutherland,  James,  vice-president  So- 
ciety, 7-l(>;  (mat  or",  10;  donor,  24; 
lite  member,  50. 

Suydani,  John  V.,  Brat  survey  and  nam- 
Oil;  of  Madison,  807,  890,  391,  397, 
478. 

Swain,  G.  G.,  donor,  50. 

Swamp   and  ovorllowed   lauds,  88-90. 

Sweet,  Alansou,    in    Council,    390,  394, 

305,  434. 
Switzer  £;  Upton,  donors,  Gl. 
Symington,  John,  mentioned,  359. 


Tagg,  John,  donor,  44. 
Tallmadge,  N.  P.,  administration  of,  373. 
Tank,  Mrs.  C.  L.  A.,  donor,  24. 
Tank  Library,  mentioned,  11,  -4. 
Taylor,  Luke,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
4  52,  4G4. 

Taylor,  Stephen,  vice-president  Society, 
7-10  ;  donor,  51  ;  Mineral  Point  pio- 
neer, 303  ;  cited,  299. 

Taylor,  W.  S.,  donor,  Ql,  98,  86. 

Taylor,  Zachary,  at  (Jreen   Pay,  1G9. 

Teas,  George  W.,  in  Lc-islat ure.  390. 

Teas,  Joseph  P.,  in  Cooncll,  895. 

Teetataorn,  John,  Wahvortb  county  pio- 
neer, 448. 

Temperance  efforts,   early.  452,  450-57. 

Tenney,  PI.  a.,  on  character  of  Kfyer,  150. 

Tenney,  Jonathan,  donor,  "J7. 
Terry,  A.  P..  donor.  50 

Terry,  Harvey,  donor,  05. 

Terry,    .lohn    P..    Iowa    county  piouccr, 

808  ;  In  Council,  888,  198,  898, 
Tench,  J.  II.,  donor.  1 2.  17.  Uo.  45 
Thayer,  — ,  inr-nlh.mnl.  139. 
Thayer,  .1 .  Q.,  donor.     I . 
Thebaic     or     Thiel.au,     Josepb,  Rock 

county  pioneer,  128  194. 

Thomas,   A     1 »..   incut  loned.    J  I s 
Thomas,    ls.ilab.   1-cnctn.tor.  MO. 
Thomas,   Martin,   mentioned.  899. 
Thomas,   Solomon  ami   .1.  T..  WalWWtfe 

county  pioneers,   417.  4  4S 
Thomas.   W.    11  .   ad  in  t  an  t    lit  Parsto**» 

cattiry,  ii2. 
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Thompson,  James,  Galena  pioneer,  280. 
Thornton,  C.  G.  C,  donor,  14. 
Thornton,  J.  Wingate,  donor,  27,  44. 
Thrall,  — ,    Walworth    county  pioneer, 
455. 

Thruston,  C.  M.,  donor,  27. 
Tibbetts,  — ,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
453. 

Tides,  on  Lake  Michigan,  109. 

Tiffany,  O.,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
45S,  471,  475. 

To-inah,  Mohomonee  chief,  169,  171,  172. 

Tupping,  Henry,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 471. 

Topping,  Josiah,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 447. 

Townsend,  A.  A,.,  vice-president  Society, 
7-9. 

Tripp,  James,  Whitewater  pioneer,  139, 
449,  471,  475. 

Trowbridge,  C.  C,  donor,  14  ;  com- 
mends Society,  10. 

Troy,  early  settlement  of,  423,  400. 

Tucker,  Mrs.  William  II.,  donor,  44. 

Tupper,  Harvey,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 400. 

Turner,  Anson,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 458. 

Tuttle,  — ,  early  trader,  270,  280,  283. 


United  States  Naval  Observatory,  donor, 
G3. 

University  of  Christiana,  donor,  12,  15. 
Utter,  B.  and  C.  J.,   Walworth  county 
pioneers,  448. 


Valentine,  David  T.,  donor,  12. 
Valentine,  G.  A.,  donor,  20. 
Van  Bergen,  I).  B.,  donor,  29. 
Van  Dyke,  N.,  report  on  Carver  Grant, 
247. 

Van  Meter,  — ,  early  trader,  411. 
Van  Metre,   A.    1'.,   Indian   trader,  275, 
290,  291. 

Van  Myers,  John  W.,  lieutenant  In  Bar- 

stow's  cavalry,  113. 
Van  N'orstrand,  A.  II.,  curator,  7-8. 
Van  Side,   — ,    Wisconsin    pioneer,  402, 

411. 

Van  Slyke,  Geneva,  mentioned,  450. 
Van   Slyke,  .lames,  Walworth  county  plO" 

neer,  150,  151,  155,  450,  101. 
Van  Slyke,  N.  B,  curator,  7-lo. 
Van  VallD,    Daniel,    Oliver   and  Henry. 

Walworth  county  pioneers,  tfl4,  169 

Vim  Velzer,   I'.   K    and  ( *    U,  \\  a  I  u  .  ||  1  h 
tounly  pioneers,  401,  402. 


Van  Wormer,  William,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  447. 

Vaughn,  Samuel  C.,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  404. 

Veazie,  William,  series  of  American  his- 
tory, 14. 

Vermont  Historical  Society,  donor,  04. 
Vilas,  Levi  B.,  curator,  7-10. 
Vineyard,  James  K.,  in  Council,  395. 
Vinton,   Francis,   on   Lost  Prince,  310, 
315,  478. 

Vittutn,  David  S.,  captain  in  Barstow's 

cavalry,  112. 
Voree,  Wisconsin  Mormon  colony,  400. 


Wa-ba-sha,  or  The  Leaf,  Sioux  chief,  197, 
202,  2U3,  217,  251,  203,  205,  200;  good 
character  of,  204  ;  origin  of  name, 
250. 

Wadhams,  Collins,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 451. 

Waguer,  William,  lieutenant  in  Barstow's 

cavalry,  112. 
Waiuerd,  A.  I'.,  donor,  44. 
Waite,  O.  F.  U.,  donor,  03. 
Waite,  Russell,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 

401. 

Waldo,  u.  II.,  bust  of,  lu. 

Walker,  A.  T.,  Jauesville  pioneer,  433. 

Walker,  C.  II.,  donor,  44. 

Walker,  C.  I.,  donor,  4i. 

Walker,  William,  donor,  40. 

Wallace,    William,    Wisconsin  pioneer^ 

403,  412. 

Walling,  S.,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
114,  407. 

Walworth,  Walworth  county.  ICO. 
Walworth  county,  pioneer  history,  430. 
Wolivorin  County  I tnh  )>t  iith  nt,  441. 
Ward,  Mrs;  C.  L  ,  donor.  13. 

Ward,  Jonathan,  Walworth  county  pts> 
Deer,  452.  ioi. 

Warner,  Willhun  11..  surgeon  lu  Bar- 
stows  cavalry,  112. 

Warren,  Mary,  mentioned.  4.~>7. 

Warren,  Hubert  W  and  (J.  S,  Wa'.woith 
county  pioneers,  155,  450. 

Wurrou,  Sanm.l,  MntlHnn  ploneor.  .'ISO. 

War  of  1M2,  events  In:  capture  of  IV- 
orla,  IKS,  100-07;  of  ('lib ago,  1 S 1  ;  of 

Uaoklnaw,  IM j  of  Prairie  in  <"iden, 
2oi;  attack  en  yelser*!  0o.it.  BOl« 

Washburn.  » '.  c.  curntor.  Id  ;  donor,  1  \  ; 

general  In  the  war.  :t7s 
Wa  I  crt  own    pioneers,    1 30,    477;  early 

pa  per  i  hi. 

Waukesha,  or  l'rnlt  lovlllc,  nm)  early 
papers.   05,    \A'i,  ill. 
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Welch,  Freeborn,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 454. 

Welch,  John  D.,  lieutenant  and  adjutant 
in  Barstow's  cavalry,  112,  113. 

Welch,  Michael,  early  miuer,  430,  431. 

Welch,  W.  D.,  donor,  20. 

Wells,  — ,  Wisconsin  pioneer,  411. 

Wells,  Daniel  Jr.,  portrait,  64. 

Wells,  II.  N.,  early  lawyer,  463. 

Wentworth,  John,  early  Chicago  printer, 
140. 

West,  J.  P.,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
450. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  do- 
nor, 03. 

West  Troy,  Walworth  county,  419,  420. 

Weymouth,  A.  B.,  donor,  18. 

Wheeler,  D.  II.,  donor,  61,  63,  64. 

Wheeler,  Loring,  in  Legislature,  396. 

Wheeler,  William  A.,  Dane  county  pio- 
neer, 372,  478. 

Whiney,  Andrew,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 44S. 

White,  Edward,  Iowa  pioneer,  174,  276, 
291. 

White,  Richard  II.,  lieut.  col.  in  Bar- 
stow's  cavalry,^  112,  116,  118. 

White  Bustard,  Sioux  chief,  205,  207, 
217. 

Whitewater,  early  settlement,  139,  448, 
408. 

Whiting,  Lynian,  donor,  44. 
Whitmores,   Walworth   county  pioneers, 

459. 

Whitney,  Daniel,  early  trader,  and  por- 
trait of,  18,  276,  280. 

Whitney,  Mrs.  Daniel,  donor,  18. 

Whitney,  Frederick  A.,  donor,  484. 

Whiton,   R  V.,  mentioned,  379. 

Whistler,  William,  fired  on  by  Wlnneba- 
goes,  45. 

Wilcox,  Cyrenus,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 448. 
Wilcox,  Randall,  portrnit,  29,  342. 
Wiley,  J.,  and  son,  donors,  14,  27. 
Wllley,  O.  S.,  donor,  27. 
Will  lama*  Bay,  mentioned,  450. 
Williams,  — ,  Whitewater  pioneer,  4. 
Williams,  C.  IC,  donor,  27. 

Williams,  Eleaz'er'i  claim  to  the  Dauphin 
ship,  808;  the  real  Dauphln'i  Imprla 

onment  and  death)  309  13;  early  life. 

.''.oit  lo;  deposition!  concerning  i><>y 
hood,  818  1 1  |  age,  818,  841  j  his 
mother's  deposition,  .".17,  821;  crltl 
dsnis,  320  •_'(» ;  Robertaon'i  and  Ful 
ion's  e<tpoe4,  327;  a  veritable  Indian, 
880  .'U  ;  bad  reputation,  Bfl  ;  '!<• 
nouement,  337-42. 


Williams,  Israel,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Walworth 
county  pioneers,  4o7,  462,  464. 

Williams,  Mrs.  Moses,  early  teacher,  451. 

Williams,  J.  Fletcher,  donor,  12,  228, 
238. 

Williams,  J.  L.,  donor,  46. 

Williamson,  E.  M.,  Madison  pioneer,  376. 

Willis,  Charles,  donor,  27. 

Williston,  G.  II.,  Jauesville  pioneer,  433. 

Wilson,  Alexander,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 459. 

Wilson,  Estes,  donor,  12,  14. 

Winfield,  C  II.,  donor,  04. 

Winnebagoes.    See  Indians. 

Winnequah,  early  settlement,  348,  397. 

Winsor,  II.  S.,  Walworth  county  pioneer, 
467,  472. 

Winthrop,  R.  C,  donor,  Oi. 

Wiota,  mentioned,  404. 

Wisconsin  Agricultural  Society,  donor, 
45. 

Wisconsiuapolis,  early  paper  town,  391, 
394. 

Wisconsin  City,  on  Wisconsin  river,  394, 
47S;  on  Rock  river,  431,  432,  434,  478. 

Wisconsin  Heights,  battle,  400. 

Wisconsin,  Stale,  donor,  12,  20,  03,  64, 
66:  antiquities,  227,  468;  Neyon  De 
Villiers,  476;  Carver's  travels,  220; 
Storrow's  visit,  154  ;  Forsyth  visits 
lead  mines,  188;  price  of  produce, 
199;  Meeker's  account,  271;  Boner 
minder,  402-3,  410-11  ;  court  and  trials 
nt  Prairie  du  Chten,  101-11 ;  Black- 
Hawk  War  (see  Indians)  ;  Buruett  & 
Clyman  tragedy,  137-38,  477  ;  Rock 
River  Claim  Company.  139,  477  J  Legis- 
lature at  Green  Bay.  420;  Indians  ex- 
asperated, 137-38.  477  ;  Belmont  Legis- 
lature— location  of  capital,  127,  383- 
96;  western  portion  described.  207; 
Jones  elected  delegate.  271  ;  Territorial 
Courts  and  Judges,  378.  379,  4  10.  447; 
Legislature  at  Burlington,  125;  Capitol 
erected,  886,  37::.  864 ;  Doty  chosen 
delegate,  374  j  State  Library,  origin  of, 
884;  Indian  alarm  — nillltla  training. 
470;  Mormon  c  olony.  40rt  |  antl  slavery 
movements.   127.   L'O  |  Oi.rkoo  In  Con 

green,  lH  M ;  Deal  and  Dtttl  A*yium. 

origin  of.  453;  Insane  Asylum,  origin 
of.  107;  Bnrstow  ami  Bashford  contro- 
versy,  1 0-'t  105;  patriotism  of  the  peo 
pie.  472  ;  Milwaukee  A  Mississippi  Rail- 
road, oo;  st   Crnta  I  Lake  B«pereec 

Railroad,  100;  Swamp  and  overflowed 
binds.  NS  90;  Soldiers'  Orphan*'  Homo. 

7<i  7s :  primitive  beantf  el  the  eesni 

ty.    125.    17:t.    121,   4*9,   4.'»0 ;  Interior 
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lakes,  174  ;  pioneer  mode  of  traveling, 
96,  367  ;  prices  of  lead,  403  ;  miners' 
hospitality,  430 ;  mail  facilities,  138, 
139,  279,  433,  456;  mills,  267,  350, 
357,  372,  429,  456,  457,  460,  461 ;  not 
to  grind  for  distillation,  457  ;  politics 
and  newspapers,  127,  137,  140-43  ,151 ; 
bounties  on  wolves'  scalps,  451 ;  stock 
brought  from  Illinois,  278,  451,  458, 
465;  scarcity  of  food,  293,  451,  453; 
hardships  and  privations,  435,  468-70, 
473-751;  game  in  Walworth  county, 
405  ;  scarcity  of  food,  293,  451,  453  ; 
61,  454,  458,  460,  471 ;  temperance 
efforts,  452,  456-57 ;  clergymen,  453, 
457,  471 ;  teachers,  451,  456 ;  physi- 
cians, 471  ;  lawyers,  451,  462,  463,  471, 
472  ;  litigation,  462,  403. 

Wolves'  scalps,  bounties  for,  451. 

Women,  pioneer  hardships  and  endurance, 
473-75. 

Wood,  — ,  Walworth  county  pioneer,  452, 
471,  475. 

Wood,  Abraham,  Dane  county  pioneer, 
348,  397,  398,  477.  . 

Wood,  Asa,  lieutenant  in  Barstow's  cav- 
alry, 112. 

Wood,  James,  mentioned,  424. 

Woodbridge,  W.  W.,  in  Black  Hawk  War, 
405. 


Woodle,  Isaac,  quartermaster  in  Bar- 
stow's cavalry,  112. 

Woodman,  Cyrus,  vice-president  Society, 
7-10  ;  donor  and  benefactor,  13,  17,  24. 

Woodward,  Ashbel,  donor,  63,  04. 

Woudward,  Charles  L.,  donor,  460. 

Worden,  O.  N.,  donor,  27. 

Workman,  Sidney  S.,  Whitewater  pio- 
neer, 449. 

Worthen,  A.  H.,  donor,  12,  63. 

Worthington,  D.,  curator,  7-10 ;  donor, 
26. 

Worthington,  Elijah,  Walworth  county 
pioneer,  454. 

Wright,  Lucian,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 458. 

Wylie    family,    Walworth    county  pio- 
neers, 459. 
Wynkoop,  It.,  donor,  44. 
Wynne,  T.  H.,  donor,  27,  44,  64. 


Yale  College,  donor,  14,  63. 
Young,  H.  Smith,  Walworth  county  pio- 
neer, 447. 

Young,   — ,    Walworth    county  pioneer, 
471. 


Zane,  a  kind  of  lead  refuse,  287. 


0  16  8  3  ii6 


